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By Don Hampton
  
  Anglers saw the true 
potential of monster 
big bass on Lake Fork 
in February and why it 
is known as “The Pre-
mier Big Bass Capital 
of Texas”. Double dig-
its were truly the show-
ing for the month. This 
great reservoir pro-
duced three bass over 
13-pounds, but because 
of a legal infraction, 

(See The Premier....
     Continued on Page 4-A)
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If You Are A Bubba or Bubbette, This is the Promise Land
By Don J. Hampton

-

apologies to all the other Bubba and Bubbettes out 
there on Lake Fork and all the other lakes for not 
mentioning you and your part in making us what 
we are.

to be a Bubbette. Everyone needs someone to sop 
gravy with while watching Good Morning Ameri-
ca or if you choose to sleep late, sopping your bis-

hunting programs on the tube.
  What really tickles me though is the area is grow-
ing so very fast. Bubba & Bubbette Land will not 

are growing.
  For all of those who have moved here recently, 
welcome to Bubba & Bubbette Land. We are a 
proud lot. And now, you have joined our ranks.

-
diana, Oklahoma, Tennessee or Louisiana, you are 
now a native.

you answered Lake Fork or East Texas, you are a 
native of the land.
  There are a lot of warning signs to show if you 
are becoming a native of Bubba & Bubbette Land.

and you can count every store in town and still see 

the city limit sign, you are here.

quarter of page space and has 6 pages of high 
school sports, and two pages of the Police Report 
you are here.

Hunger-Busters, fries, and milk shakes you are 
here.

it is 90 degrees outside, or put up Christmas lights 
when it was 80 degrees outside, you are here.

have to take those back roads to go “mudding”, 
you are here.

here.
-

gun, you are here.
  Then once you have arrived and see how happy 
Bubbas and Bubbettes are, your whole thought 
process will change…
  Deer season will become a National Holiday.
  You will learn how to sop gravy, enjoy it and 

even use our shirt sleeve for a napkin. Just kid-

them to get that garlic and anise shad smell out of 

  Twice a year your kitchen will double for a meat 
processing plant and at least twice a week when 

-
ing station.
  You will have 10 favorite recipes for deer meat 
and your own special recipe for batter for deep 

-
per, Ranch Dressing, BBQ sauce and hot sauce. 

dinner table. Here we call it supper!

over Wranglers and cowboy boots.
  You will know 4 seasons – almost summer, sum-
mer, still summer, and spawning season!
  Seriously though, you are now in heaven. Bubba 
and Bubbette were made in Texas by Texans and 
having been raised here but then living in other 
places such as Lake Geneva Wisconsin, Califor-

-
fully say this is where my heart is and you just 

  The people in this area are the friendliest and 
names like Bubba & Bubbette are just terms of 
endearment.
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This is Lake Fork! (Continued from Page 1-A)

13.40-pounds had to be released back into the 

  The action all started on February 2nd when 
Richard Scibek from Granbury caught a lunker 
weighing 16.04-pounds.

Kay after she was diagnosed with lung cancer,” 

-

was more excited about me catching this lunker 

  Richard was using a black salty (type of gold-

measured 25.75-inches in length with a girth of 
23-inches. His bass is the largest to come from 
Lake Fork since 2002 when on March 22nd 
this reservoir produced two lunkers weighing 
16.12-pounds and 15.65-pounds.

-
gler of the Year honors. The angler that catches 
the largest ShareLunker of the season receives a 
prize package from G. Loomis and, if the person 

 Lake Fork has now produced 16 bass weighing 

33 spots on the list of the 50 biggest bass ever 
caught in Texas with the top 6 including the State 
Record being caught here.

Quisenberry, thought it was a new lake record.” 
Quisenberry caught a 15.61-pounder from Lake 
Fork in 2010 that ties for number 37 on the Top 50 

and Holding Station. An electronic scan of the 

Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens to 
await the results of DNA testing to determine if it 
is pure Florida largemouth bass. Pure Floridas are 
held for spawning, while intergrades are returned 
to the lake as quickly as possible.
  On February 15 a 17 year old angler was crappie 

When the crappie quit biting he decided to try his 

lizard and made a few casts in approximately 28-

His catch weighed 13.40-pounds, but because he 
-

  On February 19 Mark Hall of Winnsboro pulled 
a 13.11-pounder, Toyota ShareLunker 543, from 

(Continued on Next Page)
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"Make Your Reservations Today"

have moved in and started feeding on them,” he 
said. Hall quickly switched to a swimbait, and the 
big bass smashed it right at the surface on the re-

the ShareLunker program during the current sea-

  Anyone legally catching a 13-pound or bigger 
largemouth bass from Texas waters, public or pri-
vate, between October 1 and April 30 may sub-

by calling the ShareLunker hot-line at (903) 681-
0550 or paging (888) 784-0600 and leaving a 
phone number including area code. Fish will be 
picked up by TPWD personnel within 12 hours.

-

ognized at a banquet at the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center in Athens.
  For complete information and rules of the Share-
Lunker program, tips on caring for big bass, a list 

-

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/sharelunker. The site also 

into the program along with pictures where avail-
able.

videos of interviews with anglers when available, 
is posted on www.facebook.com/sharelunkerpro-
gram.

  The Toyota Share-
Lunker Program is 
made possible by a 
grant to the Texas Parks 
& Wildlife Foundation 
from Gulf States Toy-
ota. Toyota is a long-
time supporter of the 
Foundation and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department, provid-
ing major funding for 
a wide variety of edu-

wildlife projects.
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Call Today For Your Reservations

Answers on Page 21-A

"The Fisherman's 
Guide, News You 

Can Use"

The Fisherman's 
Guide News 

(See March Bassin’....
   Continued on Page 20-A)

By John Tanner

and the pre-spawn patterns are kicking in and be 

-
lieve it is already March and these words are com-
ing out of my mouth. Seems like it was Christmas 

of the staging areas and the typical early spring 
patterns are holding true. There has been some 

-
er was landed last month here at Lake Fork. The 
press release from TPW showed it to weigh 13.11. 
There was a 16.04 weighed in a couple of weeks 

to get busy. 
  The water temps have been running from 52 to 
56 degrees depending where you are on the lake at 
the beginning of the month. We have been catch-

shallow wood with a little deeper water close by. 

running through it have been key areas. With the 
lake still being low, the grass with the deeper wa-
ter nearby has been a solid pattern now for a few 
weeks. 
  Good baits have been lipless crankbaits like 

Wedge Spinner baits in golden shiner color, and 
Chatter baits with a Berkley Power Bait Chigger 
Craw for a trailer. Always keep a ½ ounce black 
and blue Stanley Jig handy as well as a Texas 
rigged Chigger Craw or one of the new Berkley 

-
thing on 20 pound Big Game or Berkley 100% 

-
wick Aetos Rods. These rods are super light and 
sensitive. You can feel the quality as soon as you 
pick one up. Give ‘em a try! 

deal but the quality is good. The numbers should 
pick up the later in the month we get. The 3 and 4

pounders we were catching are now being invaded 

as the females are starting to show themselves 
pretty regular. We are doing the most damage way 

that shows spawning activity every year. They are 

but they are moving up and getting ready for what 
is to come in a few weeks.  
  Bring it on to Lake Fork and get after those big 

uns, its time!
  Thank you for read-

hope it helps you catch 
more and bigger bass 

would like to book a 
guide trip with us here 
on Lake Fork, give me 
a ring 903-569-7451 or 
drop me an email at 
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Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca  

129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

 

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Featuring
* DUCKETT RODS

“The New, White Ice Series”
* KICKER FISH BAIT CO.
“Floating High Tail Lizard”

* ELK RIVER JIGS
“Excellent Color & Size Selection”      

“For Faster Service”

 Giant salvinia, a non-
native invasive aquatic 
plant, has been found 
at several lakes around 
East Texas over the past 
few months, leading 
to concerns over how 
quickly the destructive 
plant is spreading.
  Since October 2012, 
giant salvinia has been 
found at boat ramps on 

Wright Patman, Lake 
Gilmer, and Lake Mur-
val. This has led to in-
creased efforts by Texas 
Parks and Wildlife De-

-
eries District 3A staff to 
inspect boat ramps for 
invasive plants and re-
move them before they 
can become established.
  Giant salvinia is usually 
spread unknowingly by 
boaters when the plants 

cling to their boats and 
trailers. A probable 
source of giant salvinia 
in East Texas is Caddo 
Lake, where the giant 
salvinia coverage is par-
ticularly high this winter. 
Most ramps on Caddo 
are currently covered 
in giant salvinia, and it 
is almost impossible to 
launch a boat without 
covering the trailer with 
the invasive plant. A sin-
gle plant transported on 
a boat trailer from one 
lake to another can lead 
to a new infestation.
  Giant salvinia can se-

boating access as well as 
-

cial plants that are used 

it becomes established 
in a lake, it is nearly im-
possible to completely 

remove. TPWD crews 
have been successful in 
eradicating giant salvin-
ia in some lakes when 
it was spotted early and 

-
mediately around a boat 
ramp, but the best way 
to prevent it from infest-
ing a lake is not to intro-
duce it at all.
  
  All boaters should learn 
to identify giant salvinia 
as well as other invasive 
species that occurs in 
Texas waters. Most im-
portantly, boaters should 
remember to clean their 
boats and trailers before 
leaving the boat ramp. 
Transporting giant sal-
vinia, along with other 
invasive species, is pro-
hibited by law and pun-

$500 per violation.
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CRAPPIE & BRIM

GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 

Legend
www.RidewithaLegend.com

275 County Road 1558, Alba, TX  75410 
(5 miles N of Alba on Hwy. 17) 

903-765-2764 
MOTEL  LODGES  RV PARK   CAMPING 

TACKLE  GAS  PROPANE  RV PARK    

By Terri Moon
 
  WOW – March got 
here in the “blink of an 
eye!” But, the 30 and 
40 mile an hour winds 

ready for some “light 
and variable” winds. 
Pre-spawn crappie can 

but, it all comes down 
to water temperature 
that triggers spawning 
activity.

mild temperatures and 
main lake temperatures  

The crappie started 
their transition up the 
creeks. Then front af-
ter front came through 
and knocked water 

then the crappie would 
back off to deeper wa-
ter. Then we got very 
cold rain that dropped 
the cove temperatures 
4-5 degrees colder than 
the main lake temps. So 
needless to say these 
crappie have been on 
the move. 

in 30 ft. – 16 ft. – and 
as shallow as 10 ft. We 
are checking around the 
main creeks and sec-
ondary points. When 
the water reaches 55 to 
60 degrees, you should 

low and the females will stage around the near-

at the mercy of the weather. Just when things get 
right – here comes another northern! This can 
set the movement back a few days or a couple of 
weeks so you might have to do a lot of searching. 

pie. There are still a bunch down the lake and they 
are less effected by the cold fronts.

some fun with a “slip bobber!” Also remember, in 

aggressive – so, “no motion” with your bait is 

  The baits working for us have been Lake Fork 
-

treuse and pearl.

contributed to helping me get through such a tough 
time the past couple of months. Your generosity 
and compassion has been overwhelming! 
  

without each and every one of you!
God Bless you ALL!
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CRAPPIE & BRIM

GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

  The continuation of the Trans-Pecos pronghorn restora-
tion project took another step forward with the successful 
relocation of 130 pronghorn recently.
  The animals were captured from healthy populations 
around Dalhart and moved to an area near Marathon to 
supplement severely declining populations.
  The relocation process was coordinated by the Bor-

Trans-Pecos Pronghorn Working Group, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD), and USDA-Wildlife 
Services.
  The objective of the Trans-Pecos pronghorn restoration 
project is to restore Trans-Pecos pronghorn populations 
that have reached historic lows through translocations 
from burgeoning herds in the Panhandle. Pronghorn 
numbers and population trends are assessed through 
aerial surveys conducted each summer.
  During the initial phase of the restoration project in 
2011, about 200 pronghorn were captured and released 
on ranches near Marfa. TPWD estimates about 15-20 
percent of the transplanted pronghorn remain.
  “The historic drought that occurred in the Trans-Pecos 

shortly after transplanting the pronghorn was the prima-
ry reason for the high mortality rate,” said Shawn Gray, 
TPWD Mule Deer and Pronghorn Program Leader. 
“However, in the area where the transplanted pronghorn 
were released they, and their offspring, currently com-
pose a bulk of the local pronghorn population.”
  The 2013 relocation/ release near Marathon occurred 

  “The release area had favorable precipitation during the 
summer, as well as good winter moisture,” said Gray. 
“We also spent six months working to prepare the release 

-

staff, headed by the local District Wildlife Biologist Mike 
Janis was instrumental in this effort.”
  Joachim Treptow, TPWD District Wildlife Biologist 
stationed in Dalhart spent endless hours coordinating 
with local landowners in the Dalhart area to obtain trap-
ping permission and working on trap site logistics.
  “Without his hard work and local landowner support 
this project would not have happened” said Gray.

-

ture to monitor stress, along with blood and fecal samples 
for disease surveillance. The pronghorn also received a 
mild sedative and other injections to minimize stress re-
lated to capture and transport. Ear tags were attached for 

-
ted with GPS radio collars to monitor movements. The 
collars will provide one GPS location per hour.
  After processing, the pronghorn were transported by 
trailer to the Marathon release site. Dr. Louis Harveson, 

Management, said that “The pronghorn were in excel-
lent shape and traveled really well.”

the translocated pronghorn to determine survival, repro-
ductive productivity, fawn survival, habitat utilization, 
and movements.
  “We sincerely appreciate all the cooperation and sup-
port from the Dalhart and Trans-Pecos communities, be-

Without the many partnerships involved, this monumen-
tal project would have not occurred.”
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WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Monday thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Ribs

  G r a b  y o u r  b i n o c u l a r s  a n d  b i r d i n g 
g u i d e s  a n d  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  f u n  a t  t h e 
1 7 t h  a n n u a l  G r e a t  Te x a s  B i r d i n g  C l a s -

a  n u m b e r  o f  f i r s t s  t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  i t 
t h e  b i g g e s t ,  l o n g e s t  a n d  w i l d e s t  b i r d -
w a t c h i n g  t o u r n a m e n t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .
  T h e  Te x a s  b i r d i n g  t o u r n a m e n t ,  w h i c h 
h a s  b e e n  a  w e e k - l o n g  e v e n t  f o r  1 6 
y e a r s  a l o n g  t h e  Te x a s  G u l f  C o a s t ,  i s 
g o i n g  s t a t e w i d e  a n d  w i l l  l a s t  a n  e n t i r e 
m o n t h  -  f r o m  A p r i l  1 5  t o  M a y  1 5 .  T h e 
n e w  f o r m a t  w i l l  a l l o w  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o 
c o m p e t e  i n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o f  t h e  4 2 
c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  c h o o s e  w h a t  d a y s  t h e y 
w i s h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  b a s e d  o n  w e a t h e r 
a n d  p e r s o n a l  s c h e d u l e s .

-
p e t i t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  B i g  S i t ! ,  t h i s 
y e a r  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n i n e  r e g i o n a l  B i g 
D a y  t o u r n a m e n t s ,  a  Te x a s  S t a t e  P a r k 
t o u r n e y  a n d  S u n r i s e  t o  N o o n  c o n t e s t . 
Te a m  f e e s  h a v e  b e e n  l o w e r e d  f r o m 
p r e v i o u s  y e a r s ,  a s  w e l l ,  m a k i n g  p a r -
t i c i p a t i o n  e a s i e r  a n d  m o r e  e c o n o m i -
c a l  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .

f r o m  a n y w h e r e  i n  Te x a s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
y o u r  o w n  b a c k y a r d , ”  s a y s  S h e l l y  P l a n -

t e ,  t o u r n a m e n t  d i r e c t o r.  “ A n y  b i r d -
w a t c h e r  f r o m  t h e  b a c k y a r d  b i r d e r  t o 
t h o s e  w h o  m a y  b e  m o r e  c o m p e t i t i v e 

a  t o u r n a m e n t  c a t e g o r y  f o r  e v e r y o n e . ”
  P l a n t e  m a n a g e s  t h e  n a t u r e  t o u r -
i s m  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  Te x a s  P a r k s 
a n d  Wi l d l i f e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  w h i c h  h a s 
g r a b b e d  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  t h i s  f r i e n d l y 
a n n u a l  b i r d i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h a t  r a i s -
e s  f u n d s  f o r  Te x a s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o j -
e c t s .  S i n c e  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  G r e a t 
Te x a s  B i r d i n g  C l a s s i c  i n  1 9 9 7 ,  a d u l t 
t e a m s  t h a t  r e c o r d e d  t h e  m o s t  b i r d 
s p e c i e s  i n  v a r i o u s  c a t e g o r i e s  h a v e 
c o n t r i b u t e d  m o r e  t h a n  $ 7 8 9 , 5 0 0  f o r 
a v i a n  h a b i t a t  c o n s e r v a t i o n .
  H a b i t a t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  g r a n t s ,  w h i c h 
t h i s  y e a r  w i l l  b e  a w a r d e d  t o  p r o j -
e c t s  a n y w h e r e  i n  Te x a s ,  a r e  f u n d e d 
t h r o u g h  e v e n t  s p o n s o r s h i p  a n d  r e g i s -

-
s o r s  i n c l u d e  To y o t a  a n d  H . E . B .  T h e 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e  f o r  t h e  G r e a t 
Te x a s  B i r d i n g  C l a s s i c  i s  A p r i l  1 .  To 
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  t o u r n a m e n t ,  v i s -
i t :  h t t p : / / w w w. b i r d i n g c l a s s i c . o rg ,  o r 
c a l l  ( 5 1 2 )  3 8 9 - 4 5 0 0 . (Courtesy Photo)
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2919 W. ST HWY 154
Quitman, TX 75783

Just south of the Highway 154 bridgewww.oakridgemarina.com

RESTAURANT

BOAT SLIPS BOAT RAMP

TACKLE STORE

MOTEL

RV PARK

(903) 878-2529

NEW TACKLE
STOCKED
WEEKLY!
SPECIAL
ORDERS

WELCOME!

LIVE BAIT

By Dijar Lutz-Carrillo,
TPWD Geneticist
  

be  a  good idea to  re i terate  why the 
ShareLunker  and Operat ion World Re-
cord programs are  operated in  their  cur-
rent  fashion,  specif ical ly,  why hybrid 
ShareLunkers  are  not  included in  hatch-
ery spawning events .
  We should s tar t  by not ing that  hybrids 
are  included in  ShareLunker  spawning 
events  when non-introgressed Flor ida 
largemouth bass  ShareLunkers  are  not 
avai lable .   This  has  been done in  the past 
and wil l  cont inue in  the future .  No one 
is  of  the opinion that  hybrid largemouth 
bass  cannot  reach a  large s ize ,  even a 
s ta te  or  world record s ize .  Nor does any-

about  the genotype of  a  hybrid large-
mouth bass  that  reaches a  t rophy s ize . 
However,  one purpose of  the ShareLunk-
er  and Operat ion World Record programs 
is  to  produce offspr ing that  wil l  reach 
large s ize .  The use of  non-introgressed 
Flor ida largemouth bass  in  the breeding 
programs enhances this  probabi l i ty.

  The reasons for  this  are  both theoret i -
cal  and tangible .  Size,  not  just  in  large-
mouth bass  but  in  humans,  mice,  and ev-
erything else ,  is  a  quant i ta t ive t ra i t  that  
resul ts  f rom interact ions between the 
genotype and the environment .  The phe-
notype of  s ize  is  the resul t  of  act ions and 
interact ions at  and among hundreds to 
thousands of  loci ,  each account ing for  a 
f ract ion of  a  percent  of  the overal l  var i-
ance.  The genet ic  contr ibut ion to  this 
var iance can be par t i t ioned into three 
types—addit ive,  dominance,  and epis ta t -
ic .  While  both a  hybrid largemouth bass 
and a  Flor ida largemouth bass  wil l  pass 
on the addi t ive genet ic  components  (or  a 
port ion of  them) to  their  offspr ing,  the 
epis ta t ic  and dominance configurat ions 
(or  s imilar  configurat ions)  are  more 
l ikely to  be real ized in  the offspr ing of 
a  non-hybrid cross . 
  The tangible  evidence can be seen in 

our  reservoirs  into one big water  body to 
create  a  “ typical”  Texas reservoir,  5  per-
cent  of  the f ish would be Flor ida large-
mouth bass  and 90 percent  of  the f ish 
would be hybrids .     However,  among 

al l  ShareLunker  entr ies ,  50 percent  of 
these f ish are  Flor ida largemouth and 50 
percent  are  hybrids .  That  means that  5 
percent  of  the populat ion (Flor ida large-
mouth bass)  is  responsible  for  50 per-
cent  of  the ShareLunkers ,  and 90% of 
the populat ion (hybrids)  is  responsible 
for  the other  50 percent .   Given two f ish, 
one a  Flor ida largemouth bass  and one a 
hybrid,  the Flor ida largemouth bass  is  
about  10 t imes more l ikely to  reach a 
s ize  of  13 pounds or  greater.
  Spawning a  hybrid donated to  the 
ShareLunker  program and s tocking out 
i ts  offspr ing does not ,  by i tself ,  hur t 
anything.   However,  TPWD has l imited 
s taff ,  t ime,  spawning capaci ty,  and pond 
rear ing space for  deal ing with “spe-
cial”  f ish,  and those resources  are  best 
used by incorporat ing non-introgressed 
ShareLunkers  into the spawning pro-
gram. This  increases  the frequency of 
non-introgressed Flor ida largemouth 
bass  in  the populat ion as  wel l  as  the 
probabi l i ty  of  producing offspr ing that 
wil l  themselves  reach t rophy s ize .  There 
wil l  a lways be plenty of  hybrids  even i f 
we never  cross  them.
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Early Entry Incentive: Only Early Entries Qualify for Drawing To Win LE-186 SCX, Powered by Mercury, MotorGuide, & Lowrance Electronics. To 
Qualify for Drawing, Entries must be received on or before April 30, 2013.  “Legend Advantage Members Win Double Hourly Cash Awards”

All Tournament Contestants can Purchase Temple Fork Outfitters Rods $178 Retail ~ $50 Each (Assortment of Sizes)
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 888-657-5051 OR 903-383-7748 EMAIL: TEAMLEGEND@LEGENDMARINE.COM OR FISHNEWS@LAKEFORK.NET

7 PLACES PAID HOURLY 1ST – $500 2ND – $400 3RD – $300 4TH – $200 5TH – $175 6TH – $150 1ST OUT OF 6TH $100 GC

Four (4) Legend Bass Boats, Powered by Mercury, MotorGuide, Lowrance Electronics. To Be Awarded For: 

2 for the 2 Heaviest Bass Over The Slot, 1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot, 

1 for Draw Boat (Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)

$300,000
Benefiting    “The Wish to Fish Foundation”

Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17,  903-765-2764

Ninth AnnualNinth Annual

May 17, 18 & 19, 2013
All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome

Guaranteed in
Cash & Prizes

EZ Loader Trailers

TM
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   available

Welcome to Emory at Lake Fork, the premier destination for 

Pier 515 Breakfast Fitness Room

Swimming PoolBanquet / Meeting Room
Spacious Parking With

Boat Charging Hook-Ups

Pier 515
Dining & Private Club

Open 

903-474-9246
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HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

Entry Forms Now Available At All 
Local Businesses or online:

or call: 903-383-7748

  The third annual Athens Eggfest is sched-
uled for Saturday, April 13, at the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center (TFFC).
  An Eggfest can be thought of as the ul-
timate tailgate cookout: Dozens of Egg-
heads will fire up Big Green Eggs and 
bake, smoke, grill and serve everything 
from breakfast casseroles to pork ribs to 

be cooked on the iconic ceramic cookers, 
and samples will be available for tasting.
  Regular admission to TFFC will be 
charged. Those who preregister will be 
allowed to taste for a $5 donation to the 
Friends of the Texas Freshwater Fisheries 
Center.
  Persons who do not preregister can still 
taste by making a $10 donation to the 
Friends of the Texas Freshwater Fisheries 
Center at the event entrance.
  Both cooks and tasters may preregister at 
http://athenseggfest.wordpress.com/.

frenzy accompanied by cooking instruc-
tion. Food will be coming off the Eggs 
all day long, starting with breakfast-type 
items in the morning and progressing to 

heartier foods as the day goes on. While 
tasting, you can learn how to cook on a Big 
Green Egg yourself.
  At the end of the day, the once-used Eggs 
will be available for purchase at a substan-
tial discount. You may reserve an Egg for 
purchase at the web site above. The entire 
line of Big Green Egg accessories will also 
be available for purchase.
  Event staff will cool the Eggs, remove 
the ashes and help you load them into your 
pickup truck or large SUV. Eggs weigh 
about 150 pounds.
  Founded in 1974, Big Green Egg has come 
to symbolize outdoor cooking. The Egg is 
modeled on a traditional Asian ceramic 
cooking concept that has become one of 
the fastest-growing segments of the U.S. 
barbecue industry. Originally constructed 
with clay, the Egg is now manufactured 
with space-age ceramics that make the 
cooker virtually indestructible under nor-
mal cooking circumstances.   Headquar-
tered in a suburb of Atlanta, The Big Green 
Egg is available in more than 20 countries 
worldwide.
  The Athens Eggfest is sponsored by Mor-
rison Supply, Paragon Distributing, Brook-
shires Grocery and TFFC.

  For information on visiting the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center, go to http://
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tffc or call (903) 
676-2277.
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We Will Float your Boat With "Big Savings"!
NOW IN THEIR 19TH YEAR OF BUSINESS STILL  OFFERING  "SERVICE" FIRST!

 visit us online at:
www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

"Be Ready For Big Fun On The Water!"

Nissan

Service Marine on Lake Fork

M

Capacity rating 400 lbs.

100% American Made by Texans
Getting In & Out of your boat

made EASY!!!
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Capacity rating 400 lbs.  

100% American Made by Texans
Proud Sponsor of the “9th Annual Legend 

of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:

your hands and knees

searching for the fender
-

ing for the trailer frame

trailer 
fenders with your shoes

loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself

when 
entering and exiting

posder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 
ESS2 swing-
away model on 
his New Legend
211-Alpha.” 

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

Entry Forms Now Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 
Mailing List!!

  Fly Fish Texas returns to the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Center March 9 with the 
goal of teaching visitors to tie a fly, cast a 
fly and catch a fish with it all in one day.
  Show hours are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
All Fly Fish Texas activities are free with 
regular paid admission to the center.
  Fly Fish Texas emphasizes hands-on 
learning and immediate application of 
newly acquired skills. Visitors can collect 

tie a fly to imitate one of those insects un-
der the supervision of a skilled tier, learn 
to cast it from a casting instructor certified 
by the Federation of Fly Fishers, then use 
it to catch a rainbow trout, catfish or sun-

streams.
  Throughout the day, experienced fly-tiers 
will be demonstrating and teaching fly-ty-
ing in the Anglers Pavilion on a one-on-

beginning fly-tying will be offered in the 
Hart-Morris Conservation Center. Both are 
offered on a walk-up basis.
  Beginning casting instruction will take 
place all day in the Conservation Center 
parking lot, again on a walk-up basis. Oth-
er sessions will teach single-hand and Spey 

rod casting at scheduled times.
  Vendors will be displaying and selling 
fly-fishing gear, and seminars will brief 
visitors on where and how to fly-fish in 
Texas fresh and salt waters for a variety of 
species.
  Featured presentations include fly-fishing 
the Llano River in Texas, trout fishing in 
Colorado, fly-fishing urban creeks in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex, fly-fishing 
for carp, flies and tactics for spring bass 
and fly-fishing Texas bays for red drum 
and speckled seatrout.
  While most activities at Fly Fish Texas 
are offered on a walk-up basis, others are 
scheduled. For a complete schedule of ac-
tivities and seminars plus a video of the 
event, visit http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/

tffc and click on the Fly Fish Texas link.
  Food service will be available onsite, or 
attendees may bring a picnic.
  Event sponsors include Sabine River Au-

-
ens, Temple Fork Outfitters, Orvis-Dallas, 
Cripple Creek Bar-B-Que, First State Bank, 
Red Hat Rentals, Wulf Outdoor Sports and 
Friends of TFFC.
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Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

Tackle Store (Great Selection)
Managed by John Goergen

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on Page 21-A)

By Tom Redington

the biggest bass that swim in your lake.
-

tion.  Remember that big female bass are working 

spring and then back out to deep water after they 

routes by concentrating on areas with thick cover 
or with quick drops to deeper water, preferably 
both.  Especially after cold fronts, bass hunker 
down by the thickest available cover or fall back 

active, the bass often group up in small areas and 

are located.  Therefore, key on grass, rock, wood, 
docks, or any other cover along creek channels 

-

-
tively chasing spinnerbaits and lipless crankbaits.  
Fish your jig on the edge of the grass or near 

bass that are reluctant to run down faster baits.

casting accuracy play a big part in your success.  
Working into the wind will allow you to control 
your boat better and keeps you from drifting up 
onto key targets.  As a general rule, the clearer 
the water and the thinner the cover, the greater 
the distance you need to keep between the target 

or make short pitches with my jig.  Conversely, 
long pitches or roll casts are required in thin cover 
in clear water.  Learning to roll or loop cast your 

jig allows pinpoint accuracy and a quiet entry into 
the water from great distances, and this method 

and Jimmy Houston are two masters of this tech-

pay close attention the next time you see them 
on TV.  Ultra stiff rods are tougher to make rolls 
casts with, so go for a strong rod with a bit of tip, 

about in part one.  Learning to place your lure 
close to the target and quietly is a key to success; 
as a result, improving your casting accuracy is an 
easy way to become a better jig angler.  Finally, 
make repeated casts to likely targets.  Remember 

inactive after a front.  Power Poles really shine for 

an easy meal right in front of their face by pitch-
ing every nook and cranny of their lair and you 
can often trigger a bite.
  Speaking of triggering a bass to bite, it is of-
ten a function of working your jig with the cor-
rect action and rate of fall.  Since the preferred 

what works best.  Normally, the majority of your 
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Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"

903-885-1118
Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

NEW OWNER

 

We've made it easy to own!
no credit check

no money down
finance option available

"Store Wide Savings On All
Name Brand Furniture!!"

Spring Forward...With A 
New Look In Your Home!!!
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Fishing Fork Since 1982

JOHN TANNER'S
LAKE FORK

GUIDE SERVICE

      

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

  

(Continued from Page 6-A)

Fish Friendly

com.We are booking now for summer and fall 
so get your name on the schedule before the 

our other quality guides. While you are in the 
area be sure and drop by Diamond Sports Ma-
rine our local Ranger Mercury dealer and tell 
‘em Tanner sent ya!  .
  Please pray for our country and our service 
men and women. Also pray for the sick and the 
lost. Got Jesus? Read John 3:16 Good fishing 
and God Bless!

  John Tanner is a professional resident fishing 
guide on Lake Fork. He has been fishing Lake 
Fork since 1982. John is professionally spon-
sored by Ranger Boats, Ranger Trail Trailers, 

Kota Trolling Motors, Lowrance Electron-
ics, Navionics, Berkley, ABU Garcia, All Star 
Rods, Tru Tungsten, Hambys Beach Bum-
pers, Mustad Hooks, Talon Lures, BTS Line 
and Lure, Diamond Sports Marine and Oakley 
Sunglasses.

(Courtesy 
Photo John Tanner Guide Service)

WATERDOGS

BASS SHINERS & BLACK SALTY’S
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Paul Bacon

TREATMENTS FOR:

903-474-9436

Just The Right Answers

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"

Continued from Page 18-A) 

(See Pack of Knowledge...
  Continued on Page 22-A)

bites will come on the 
initial fall of your jig 
as it drops to the bot-

Some days a rapid fall 
triggers a reaction bite, 

need a very slow fall 
to keep the jig in the 
strike zone for as long 
as possible.  For a fast-
er fall, use heavy jigs, 
light line, thin skirts, 
and/or small stream-
lined trailers like Fork 
Craws.  For a slower 
drop, go with lighter 
jigs, heavy line, and/or 
large and bulky skirts 
and action trailers like 
Hyper Freaks and Fork 
Creatures.  When bass 

on the drop, frequently 
the case in early spring, 

how to work it back to 
the boat.  You can drag 
it, give it small or large 
hops, shake it in place, 
or just let it sit.  All of 
these work at different 
times, and determining 
how much or how long 
to let hop or rest a jig 
is a piece of the puzzle 
you need to decipher 
each trip.  

done everything cor-
rectly so far, sooner or 

bite.  Unlike a plastic 
worm that a bass will 
usually swallow before 

jig with just a little too 
much pressure on the 
line as the bristly weed 
guard or sharp hook 
starts to press against 

-

fore, take up your slack 
and lift up gently each 
time before moving 
your jig forward.  Over 

feel for the resistance 
of your jig and trailer 
coming through open 
water, weeds, or wood.  
Anytime the resistance 
on your jigs feels a bit 
heavier or lighter than 
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(Continued from Page 21-A)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 
miles on FM 17 or Hwy 515 

to FM 17 South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

"New Owner  
New Management  

New Attitude!" 
We Have It All...

"If you had reservations with previous owners, 
 

Restaurant Hours: 7 Days A Week 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Karaoke Fridays 8 to 12 ~ Saturdays 8 to 1

BYOB No Outside Setups (Until liquor license obtained)  

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

Friday-Sunday

GOOD
SELECTION

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

has set the hook a number of times on weeds, limbs, or just a hunch.  Basi-
but normally it is a much subtler clue, especially 

your line and watch it where it enters the water.  
Any time your line jumps, starts moving to the 
side, or stops falling in less time than is required 
to reach the bottom, set the hook without delay.     

-
ing.  Lots of variables to consider, but control the 
ones you can by using quality gear—like Dobyns 

your casting accuracy and boat positioning, and 

lakeforkguidetrips.com or check out my website 
www.LakeForkGuideTrips.com for more info.  

“Big Bass Battle” & a bass guide on Lake Fork.  
To make the most of your experience in the out-
doors, he recommends the Boy Scouts of America, 
Lake Fork Trophy Lures, Dobyns Rods, Ranger 
Boats, Mercury Outboards, Diamond Sports Ma-
rine, Lucky Craft, Costa Sunglasses, Lowrance, 
Navionics, & Power Pole.   

Fish Friendly Practice C.P.R.
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$159.000.

 

 

$We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.c21lakecountryrealty.com

“We Appreciate Your                 
Business”
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