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Heaven must have needed another angler because they took one on Oc-
tober 19th. Albert Jordan owner of Coffee Creek Marina on Lake Fork 
passed away. Albert had been a longtime member of the Lake Fork 
Texas Trails Bassmasters, on the Board of Directors for The Wish to 
Fish Foundation and their pontoon captain, and had served in the past 
as a Director for the Lake Fork Sportsman Association. He loved Lake 
Fork , worked for Lake Fork and was a truly great friend. He is already 
dearly missed.

Randy Hooker from Nevada, Texas caught this nice 8.58-pound hawg 
fishing the 8th Annual Berkley Tournament on Lake Fork. For his ef-
forts he won $500 in cash and a new 2013 Skeeter ZX200 powered by a 
Yamaha 200 SHO, equipped with Humminbird Electronics and a Minn 
Kota trolling motor. (Fisherman’s Guide Photo by Sue Hampton)

Peter Cherkas of Des Moines, Iowa won heaviest bass under the slot with 
this 2.67-pound bass in the Berkley Tournament winning $400 in hourly 
cash and a Skeeter ZX 190 powered by a 150 motor. See Story on Page 
4-A. (Fisherman’s Guide Photo by Sue Hampton)

10th    Annual 
Legend of Lake Fork 

big bass tournament
ALL BOATS, MAKES, MODELS WELCOME

May 16, 17, 18, 2014
$300,000 Guaranteed In Cash & Prizes

Benefiting “The Wish To Fish Foundation” Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy 17N

For More Information Call: 903-383-7748 or Email: fishnews@lakefork.net

7 Places Paid Per Hour ~ 8 Hours Per Day • Grand Prizes Include
Four (4) Legend Bass Boats, Powered by Mercury, MotorGuide, Lowrance Electronics. 

To Be Awarded For:
2 for the 2 Heaviest Bass Over The Slot, 1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot, 

1 for Draw Boat (Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)
The Texas Tackle, Hunting, & Boat Show is 
coming…  January 10-12th, 2014 Mesquite 
Convention Center & Mesquite Rodeo Arena 
  The Texas Tackle, 
Hunting and Boat 
Show is proud to bring 
the BIGGEST fishing 
and hunting event ever 
in the central United 
States.  The Show will 
be held at the Mesquite 

Convention Center 
& Rodeo Arena, with 
all free parking.  This 
event will have more 
outdoor related sports 
exhibitors than any 
show in Texas, more 
bulk tackle than any 

show in the U.S., and 
thousands of items dis-
counted below whole-
sale prices.  We mar-
ket to all genders and 
ages through our prod-
(See The Texas Tackle.....
   Continued on Page 7-A)
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Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

903-383-7748 or 903-360-6994
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Bubba Thinks Everyday Should Be Thanksgiving
By Don J.  Hampton

  The four  most  important  things in 
Bubba’s  l i fe  are  God,  family,  country 
and of  course,  f ishing.  Imagine the las t 
one!!  I  know this  to  be t rue because I 
have seen a  s ign in  his  house that  reads 
“Fishing isn’t  a  mat ter  of  l i fe  or  death, 
i t  i s  much more important  than that!” 
Bubba doesn’t  f ish to  l ive,  he l ives  to 
f ish!   According to  Bubba that  is  the or-
der  of  importance in  his  l i fe .  The way 
he feels ,  i f  he  loves the f i rs t  three with 
al l  his  hear t  and unwavering dedica-
t ion,  f ishing is  a l lowed.  Always,  no mat-
ter  how strong the desire  to  be on the 
lake,  the f i rs t  three always come f i rs t .
  In  most  everyday s i tuat ions,  i f  you 
asked Bubba what  he would do,  un-
less  extremely ser ious,  he would say, 
“Have a  BBQ, dr ink a  few beers  and 
celebrate  l i fe .”  I f  i t  were a  semi-ser i-
ous s i tuat ion he would counsel  you…
say something l ike,  “Go f ishing,  re lax, 
give i t  some thought  and the answer 
wil l  come to  you!” In matters  of  ex-
t reme importance he has  only one an-
swer,  “Trust  in  God and country,  for  the 
Lord helps  those who help themselves!” 
This  is  probably the best  answer any-
one could apply to  any given s i tuat ion.

  Bubbet te  has  told Bubba many t imes 
that  he does have a  way at  t imes of  be-
ing painful ly  honest .  Just  recent ly  in  a 
conversat ion he was having with another 
fe l low f isherman he remarked,   “I  love 
al l  bodies  of  water  except  those darn 
pi ty  puddles .  A lot  of  people  swim in 
them but  nothing can survive in  them. 
They are  a lways f i l led with self  re-
morse and pi ty.  People  s ink into them 
and expect  others  to  pul l  them out .  At 
that  t ime they qui t  helping themselves 
and just  become dependent .”  To my way 
of  thinking this  was the most  profound 
s ta tement  I  had ever  heard from Bubba. 
  Bubba has  a  way of  comparing l i fe  and 
s i tuat ions with f ishing.  He proved this 
to  me by adding,  “The only thing you 
can catch from a pi ty  puddle  is  blame. 
People  that  swim in them want  to  blame 
everyone and everything in  l i fe  for  their 
problems.  What  people  in  these puddles 
need to  do is  take swimming lessons or 
grab their  ears  and pul l  themselves  out .” 
(Well ,  that  is  not  qui te  how Bubba said 
i t ,  but  you get  my dr i f t ! )  Bubba opened 
my eyes that  day and gave me some food 
for  thought  that  nourished the spir i t .
  I  bel ieve in  Bubba’s  way of  thinking.  I f 
more people  did,  the enjoyment  of  l iving 
would be ever  present .  This  shines  in 

Bubba’s  l i fe  everyday.  Whenever  you see 
him he has  a  smile  and happiness  to  share . 
As a  mat ter  of  fact ,  sometimes he smiles 
so much people  wonder  what  he’s  up to!
  To Bubba l i fe  is  not  a  mystery that  he 
has  to  go in  search for  the answer,  i t  i s 
a  gif t .  Every morning when he opens his 
eyes  for  another  day,  i t  i s  Thanksgiving 
and he is  thankful  for  the gif t  of  l i fe .
  Maybe we al l  should make 
“Thanksgiving” an everyday r i t -
ual .  “That’s  what  Bubba does!”

Emory, 886 E. Lennon, Hwy 69
888-473-1222  903-473-1222
c21lakecountry@verizon.net

Quitman, 306 S. Main
800-254-7541  903-763-2216

c21lcr@peoplescom.net

Alba/Lake Fork, 5200 FM 515
888-413-5200  903-474-2031

c21lake@verizon.net

century21lakecountryrealty.com
Judy Stroman, Broker     903-850-5082

BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK HOME without the waterfront 
price. Home is not waterfront but includes a waterfront 
leaseback with 86 ft of lake frontage. Can build pier or boat 
dock for personal use. Impeccably maintained home sits on 
shady,  treed lot. 3BR 2BA 1832 sf with plenty of upgrades. 
12x29 storage , plus EZ GO electric golf cart. Across from 
Land’s End Golf Club. $199,000.

NEW HOME ON 5.1 ACRES. Barely lived in for 6 months. Beautiful custom 
work, approximately 12 ft. ceilings in living & dining. Formal dining area 
has wood floors, living area has tile with stone fireplace. Open kitchen/
living area with breakfast bar and breakfast room. Kitchen has granite 
counters, tile backsplash, beautiful cabinetry, stainless appliances. Large 
master bedroom with laminate wood floors, tray ceiling. Master bath has 
double lavatories, separate tub and shower, large walk-in closet. On op-
posite of home are 2 bedrooms with laminate floors, separated by bath. 
2-car garage and sprinkler system. Sitting on 5.1 acres, there is room for 
a small man-made pond. Property is on a county-maintained road. A nice, 
new place in the country. $224,000

5 ACRES WITH SMALL HOME. Some beauti-
ful acreage on this property. Home is older and 
has original hardwood floors that are in good 
shape. Two bedrooms, one bath, good-sized liv-
ing area, kitchen and small eating area. Utility 
room is in separate outside. There is a small 
3-car carport. There is an easement road into 
the property and the 5 acres will have to be 
surveyed out of a larger tract. $42,000

AFFORDABLE LAKE FORK WATERFRFONT HOME has 
great lake views from screened porch that spans across the 
back of home. Features include large living room with wood 
burning stove, Berber carpet, triple pane windows and large 
bedrooms. Property has fruit trees and lots of mature shade 
trees. It also has 2 workshops to store all equipment. Public 
boat ramp across the road at Rainswood Marina. $154,900.

BEAUTIFUL SETTING on 2.72 acres, This 3BR 2BA, with 
2360 sf of living space has 2 living areas, separate office, 
large utility room, open kitchen, dining and living area, wood 
burning fireplace, plus a large sunroom to take advantage 
of the gorgeous treed property.  Also there is a shop/storage 
building. Near Lake Fork, this property gives you the op-
portunity to live within 2 miles of a public boat ramp and 
fishing, but not have to pay the waterfront price.  $149,000.

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Priced at $450,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Asking only $625,000

RESTAURANT, SMOKEHOUSE ON LAKE FORK. Seats approxi-
mately 84 with plenty of parking. The property sits on 2.7 acres with 
leaseback and old boat ramp to Lake Fork. This location has lots 
of potential. Nicely decorated in rustic décor. Fully equipped, clean 
kitchen, walk-in coolers, freezers, 2-smokers. Commercial septic, 
fully approved. Great location on Hwy 154, approximately 3500 
cars per day travel this road. Located right on Lake Fork where 
there are many tournaments, weekend and holiday fishermen. . Area 
has a large retirement community. This is a great opportunity. just 
walk-in and start serving. $145,000 

LAKE FORK WATERFRONT built for entertaining 
with an inside hot-tub, concrete patio, screened porch. 
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath log home is  a perfect lake home 
getaway. Set back in the woods, nicely landscaped, small 
pond in front, 2-car attached garage, concrete parking 
area. Private boat dock and neighborhood boat ramp. 
There is a loft with with inside circle stairway and an 
outside entry. Reduced $249,900.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”

  Sold
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All New Ranger Aluminum Line
Now In Stock

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Lake Country Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Telebanking (877) 240-9761

Welcome All Anglers
And Visitors
To Lake Fork

Happy Thanksgiving

www.wcnbquitman.com

the isolated cover is in 4’- 9’.  If the bass are feed-
ing up on shad more than chasing near the bot-
tom, a 3/8 oz bladed jig with a Live Magic Shad 
trailer tends to catch big fish that have become 
conditioned to so many spinnerbaits over the 
years.  If it’s 8’ deep or less, I drop my Power 
Poles and make repeated casts from a distance.  
  After I’m convinced I’ve caught all the chas-
ers, I’ll quietly drift in a bit closer and drop my 
Poles again, staying back as far as I can while 
still presenting a roll cast with very little splash.  

Jigs will certainly catch fish from these spots, 
but Texas rigged creature baits are more weed-
less, with less risk of ruining the spot by snag-
ging.  For bigger bass and on active days, a 3/8 
oz bullet weight with a Lake Fork Craw Tube 
is my favorite to fling around.  If the fish are 
smaller or the bite is tough, I’ll drop down to a 
smaller Texas rigged Baby Fork Creature or Hy-
per Stick with a 1/8 to ¼ oz bullet weight and 
slowly probe every square inch of their hideout.
  Again, I can’t emphasize enough how fish tend 

to stack up on isolated 
cover and you can reg-
ularly catch multiple 
good fish from one 
little spot if you stay 
away and keep quiet.  
Long, accurate casts to 
key areas of the cover 
without snagging are 
the key to maximizing 
your catch.  Roll casts 
with long rods allow 
the splashless entry of a 
pitch, yet from a much 
farther distance, espe-
cially with long rods.  
I’ve found the Dobyns 
7’3” lineup of Savvy or 

Champion rods to be perfect for moving baits like 
cranks and chatterbaits, while their ultrasensitive 
7’4” Extreme models precisely cast Texas rigs 
and still deliver great feel from long distances.       
  In fishing, less is often more.  Try some iso-
lated cover on your next trip and you might just 
find a herd of lunkers hanging out there.   For 
more fish catching tips, check out my web-
site www.LakeForkGuideTrips.com, or fol-
low me at www.facebook.com/tomredington-
fishing and www.twitter.com/Tom_Redington.  
  Tom Redington is a FLW Tour pro, host of 
TV’s “Big Bass Battle” & a bass guide on 
Lake Fork.  To make the most of your experi-
ence in the outdoors, he recommends the Boy 
Scouts of America, Lake Fork Trophy Lures, 
Dobyns Rods, Ranger Boats, Mercury Out-
boards, Diamond Sports Marine, Lucky Craft, 
Costa Sunglasses, Lowrance, & Power Poles.   
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

We Will Float your Boat With "Big Savings"!
NOW IN THEIR 19TH YEAR OF BUSINESS STILL  OFFERING  "SERVICE" FIRST!

Service Marine on Lake Fork

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909 visit us online at:

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

"Be Ready For Big Fun On The Water!"

Nissan

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole 
you can stop your 
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 
touch of a button 
and keep your 
boat securely in 
place, even in 
heavy wind and 
current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Nissan

AUTHORIZED DEALER
Sales * Installation
Easy Step System

100% American Made by Texans
Getting In & Out of your boat

made EASY!!!

• CAPACITY RATING 400 lbs.

8th Annual Berkley Big Bass Tournament on Lake Fork

Russell Oliphant from Altus, OK., won the 8 
o’clock hour with this 6.69-lb. bass and had the 
lead for an hour for big bass over the slot.

Don Whisenhunt from Winthrop, AR., won the 
9 o’clock hour with this7.17-lb. bass and had 
the lead for an hour for big bass over the slot.

By Don Hampton

  The 8th Annual Berk-
ley Big Bass Tourna-
ment presented by Bass 

Champs, Inc. was held 
on Lake Fork at Lake 
Fork Marina on Octo-
ber 19th and 20th. Ten 
places per hour for the 
two days of the tour-
nament were paid for 

the heaviest bass weighed in during each hour. 
For the angler catching the heaviest bass over 
the 24” inch slot that angler was guaranteed to 
be taking home the  grand prize of a 2013 Skee-
ter ZX 200 powered by a Yamaha 200 SHO, 
equipped with  Humminbird Electronics and 
Minn Kota trolling motor. For the heaviest bass 
under the 16” slot the winner would be acquir-
ing a 2013 Skeeter SX 190 powered by a Yamaha 
150, equipped with Humminbird Electronics and 
Minn Kota trolling motor. The tournament drew
over 800 anglers to Lake Fork to compete with some 
anglers coming from as far away as Ohio and Iowa.
  Chad Potts, President of Bass Champs, Inc.  
stated, “I’m excited to see this event continu-
ing to grow each year. I was a little concerned 
about the participation heading into the week-
end because of the threat of severe weather. 
However, we ended up avoiding the bad storms, 
and had a great turnout again.” Potts contin-
ued, “I would like to thank Berkley for their 
continued support of this event and grass roots 
tournament anglers. They are a great partner.”
  Berkley baits made a great showing on Lake 
Fork but so did Mother Nature. Anglers were fac-
ing high winds and white caps on the first day of 
the tournament and a dense fog  bank but nicer 
weather on the second day of competion. This 

became quite evident 
when the large bass this 
reservoir is known for 
did not show up at the 
scales on the first day 
and only three on the 
second day. Anglers 
were not able to fish the 
main points and deep 
structure of the open 

lake without being 
tossed on the first day. 
Many of the fishermen 
reported choosing a 
wind blocked cove in 
hopes of finding the 
larger bass moving up 
and being able to work 
(Continued on next page)

Mothers Against Drunk  Drivers  Applauds  Texas 
Game Wardens (Continued from Page 10-A)

over  our  s ta te .”
  Texas  Pa rks  and 
Wi ld l i f e  Depar t -
men t ’s  Law En-
fo rcemen t  Di -
v i s ion  was  a l so 
honored  du r ing 
the  ce remony  as 
one  o f  f ive  agen-
c i e s  t o  r ece ive  the 
DWI  Enfo rcemen t 

Agency  Award .
  “Th i s  award  t ru ly 
embod ies  the  sp i r-
i t  o f  each  Game 
Warden  ac ross  the 
s t a t e  t h rough  the i r 
ded ica t ed  se rv ic -
e s  and  e ffo r t s  t o 
s top  d runk  d r iv ing 
and  d runk  boa t ing 
eve ry  day  ac ross 

th i s  g rea t  s t a t e” , 
s a id  Cody  Jones , 
Ass t .  Command-
e r  and  Boa t ing 
Law Admin i s t r a -
to r  w i th  TPWD’s 
l aw en fo rce -
men t  d iv i s ion .

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.
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Sponsored by: Ranger Boats, Ranger Trail Trailers, Mercury, International Precious Metals, Minn Kota Troll-
ing Motors & Chargers, Berkley, ABU Garcia, Humminbird Electronics, Talon Lures & shallow water anchor, 
Lake Caster, All Star Rods, Hambys Beach Bumpers, Mustad Hooks, Affordable Tungsten, Diamond Sports 
Marine, Oakley Sunglasses. 

Fishing Fork Since 1982

JOHN TANNER'S
LAKE FORK

GUIDE SERVICE
 www.lakeforkbassguide.com

1-903-569-7451
E-mail:

      tanner@lakeforkbassguide.com

(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 
Plenty of Parking  

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

their baits without being hindered by the wind 
and waves. This explained smaller weights 
recorded at the scales on the first day. Only 
three bass over the Lake Fork 24” slot were 
weighed in during the course of the tourna-
ment and these were brought to the scales in the 
first three hourly weigh-ins of the second day. 
More than a few anglers reported their hearts 
being broken by bass that didn’t quite reach the 
24-inch mark or exceeded the 16-inch mark.
  The winning bass under the slot was weighed 
in during the 10 o’clock hour of the second day. 
Peter Cherkas of Des Moines, Iowa brought 
his catch weighing 2.67-pounds to the scale in 
hopes that it would hold up for the grand prize 
for the heaviest bass under 16-inches. “My dad 
and I have fished a couple of the Berkley tour-
naments, but this year I got to fish with my fi-
ancé and this was her first tournament,” said 
Peter. Peter caught his prize winner on a Berk-
ley Flicker Shad clear with a black back crank 
bait. “I only caught three bass during the tour-
nament but one of them was the right fish,” he 
said. His fish  held up as the heaviest bass un-
der the slot winning him not only the 2nd Place 
check of $400 for the hour but also a Skeeter 
ZX 190 powered by a Yamaha 150, Hummin-
bird Electronics and Minn Kota trolling motor. 
  The heaviest bass over the slot was caught 
by Randy Hooker of Nevada, Texas weighing 

8.58-pounds. “I think I have fished in all of 
the Berkley Big Bass tournaments,” he com-
mented. “I didn’t get to fish Saturday at all, 
and it was tough fishing Sunday. My target-
ed spots were grassy areas with  drop-offs to 
deeper water nearby. The fish would move up 
to feed in the shallows, then go back out to the 
deeper water.” Randy caught his winning bass 
on a stripped down buzz bait that he had put 
a Berkley black & blue skirt on and dyed the 
head chartreuse using a slow retrieve method, 
just barely keeping it on the surface.  His catch 
won him $500 in the hour and the grand prize 
of a 2013 Skeeter ZX 200 powered by a Ya-
maha 200 SHO, and equipped with  Hummin-
bird Electronics and Minn Kota trolling motor.  
  Andrew Marks of Berkley addressed the crowd 
before the presentation of the checks and prizes, 
and thanked everyone for their continued sup-
port of this event and for choosing Berkley/
Sebile products for their fishing needs. Marks 
stated,” This event is always a learning experi-
ence for us. The feedback we receive helps us 
with product development, research and mar-
keting. It also gives us a clearer idea of what 
our customers want from Berkley in the future. 
We look forward to seeing everyone next year.” 
  Highlights of the tournament will be recapped 
on the WFN Network. For show times, fol-
low the WFN link on www.BassChamps.com.

Haden Sickles from Sulphur Springs and 
a member of the Lake Fork Texas Trails 
Bassmasters won in a couple of hours. He tied 
for 2nd place in the hour with this 2.36-lb. bass 
and weighed in another in the 2 o’clock hour 
on Sunday that weighed 2.02-lbs. winning him 
an 8th place check.

13 Steps to Catching a 13-pound Bass (Continued from Page 11-A)

3.  If  you do not have an 
oxygenation system in-
stalled in your livewell, 
get one. Instructions on 
how to do it yourself can 
be found at http://www.
slideshare.net/ramin-
landfish/livewell-oxy-
gen-injection-8773301. 
Oxygenation is espe-
cially important during 
warm weather and tour-

naments, when bass may 
be held for several hours. 
4.  Don’t have a livewell? 
You can use the infor-
mation in step 3 to rig a 
large ice chest. Bass do 
not respond well to be-
ing dragged across a 
lake on a stringer. Re-
member that a 13-pound 
bass will probably be 
at least 24 inches long. 

5.  Get a rubber net. 
These are much kinder to 
fish than nets with knot-
ted construction. Abra-
sions make a fish more 
vulnerable to infections. 
6.  Get a scale and check 
its accuracy using a 
known weight. (A five-
pound sack of flour or 
sugar and a gallon of 
water in a plastic gro-

cery bag should weigh 
about 13.5 pounds.) This 
can save much time and 
frustration trying to find 
a place to weigh a fish. 
7.  Review the procedure 
for handling and car-
ing for big bass at http://
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
spdest/visitorcenters/
tffc/sharelunker/handle/. 
8.  Know the locations 
of official ShareLunker 
weigh and holding sta-
tions (http://www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/spdest/visitor-
centers/tffc/sharelunker/
holding/). These places 
have certified scales for 
weighing your fish, a spe-
cially equipped tank for 
holding it, and personnel 
who have been trained by 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department fisheries bi-
ologists on how to care 
for big bass. Taking your 
fish to one of these sta-
tions, if one is nearby, is 

perhaps the single most 
important thing you can 
do to insure its survival. 
9.  Expect to catch a 
lunker. Many lunkers are 
caught by people who 
just went fishing and did 
not expect to hook a tro-
phy bass, and they didn’t 
have a net, or didn’t fill 
their livewell, or didn’t 
have a scale or know 
where to take a fish to 
have it weighed. Any time 
you fish in Texas, you 
have a chance to catch a 
13-pound or bigger bass. 
Act like a Boy Scout. 
Expect the unexpected. 
10.  Buy a fishing license 
and know the regulations 
for the body of water you 
fish. Some big bass have 
not been accepted into 
the ShareLunker program 
because they were not 
legally caught. The first 
thing the TPWD employ-
ee does when picking up 
a fish is check the condi-

tion of the fish. The sec-
ond is to ask to see your 
fishing license. Have one. 
11.  It’s best to use a rub-
ber net to land a fish, but 
if you must lip it, take 
care not to suspend the 
fish’s weight from its 
jaw. This can break the 
jaw and make it impos-
sible for the fish to feed. 
Grip the fish’s mouth 
firmly with one hand and 
its tail with the other, and 
handle it as little as pos-
sible to avoid damaging 
its protective slime coat. 
12.  Treat the fish with 
respect after catching it. 
Quickly take photos of 
yourself with the fish, and 
then leave it alone. Don’t 
let others handle the fish 
and have their picture 
taken with it. It’s your 
fish. You want it to live to 
go back into the lake. The 
process starts with you. 

13. Go fishing. 
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

 14kt Yellow Gold Bass           10kt Yellow Gold Duck           10kt Yellow Gold Elk

14kt Yellow Gold Reel           14kt Yellow Gold Buck              14kt Yellow Gold
                                                                                                       Boat  Propeller

10kt Yellow Gold 
GolfBag Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold 
Walleye  Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold Water 
Ski Pendant           

We Pay Cash For Scrap Gold & Silver

INSTANT
CASH

INSTANT
CASH

North Texas Gold and Silver Exchange
Located in Diamonds-N-Designs

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"
1402 Mockingbird Lane, Ste. 7 • Sulphur Springs, Texas

903-885-1118
Shop On Line:  

www.diamonds-n-designs.com

Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

November Bassin on the Fork

Fish Friendly 
Practice CPR

By John Tanner

  Fall is here and the bass are moving. This 
time of year the bass are right in the middle 
of the fall feeding frenzy and boy can it be a 
blast. There are all kinds of ways to catch those 
Lake Fork lunkers during this time so you can 
usually fish your strengths and do well. Shal-
low or deep, either way can be good. A lot of 
the bigger fish we catch all year long seem to 
bite in November. Some shallow and some 
deep, so it is kind of a tossup day to day.
  There are usually a good number of fish that 
show up out deep at the mouths of the creeks 
and on some of the main lake offshore struc-
ture. These fish are feeding on shad with 
the bigger bass feeding on shad and yellow 

bass. Carolina rigged Berkley Havoc Bot-
tom Hoppers and Berkley Hollow Belly 
swimbaits rigged on one ounce jig heads or 
an A-rig are good choices on the deep fish.
  The shallow fish usually are feeding on shad 
pretty heavy and will follow them just about 
anywhere they go. The baitfish usually wind up 
in some of the main lake pockets and the backs 
of some of the major creeks. The bass will set 
up in ambush points along the way. Grass lines 
close to deep water in the area, points, chan-
nel bends and tree lines are all good places 
to fish for fall fishing. On the grass beds try 
bigger topwaters like the Sebile Slim Stick.
  Frog fishing can be awesome this time of year 
as well so I would go with the Ribbit by Stanley. 
Speaking of Stanley, it’s hard to beat a white 
Stanley Vibra Shaft spinnerbait this time of year. 
Chatterbaits with a Berkley Havoc Sub Woofer 
for a trailer is a big bass killer and for the stumps 
always flip the Berkley Chigger Craw and they 
have a new larger 5 inch size for the big bite! Fall 
fishing is some of the best of the year so come 
on out to Lake Fork and catch you a trophy bass.
  Crappie fishing is awesome here in the 
fall and winter months. We also offer crap-
pie trips so if you want to go catch a lim-
it of those tasty morsels, give us a ring.

  Thank you for reading this article and hopefully it 
will help you catch more and bigger bass this fall.
  If you would like to book a big bass or crap-
pie trip, give us a ring a 903-569-7451 or check 
us out on the web at www.lakeforkbassguide.
com or at www.tanneroutdoors.com. Click 
on the trip info page and be sure to check 
out the cool fishing videos and photo page. 
Come have a blast with us here on Lake Fork.
  Please pray for our country. Also pray for our 

troops and their fami-
lies as they put it on the 
line for our freedom 
everyday. Good fishing 
and God Bless! Read 
John 3:16. Got Jesus?     
  John Tanner is a 
professional resident 
fishing guide on Lake 
Fork. He has been fish-
ing Lake Fork since 
1982. John is profes-
sionally sponsored by 
Ranger Boats, Ranger 
Trail Trailers, Mercu-
ry, International Pre-
cious Metals, Minn 
Kota Trolling Motors, 
Lowrance Electronics, 
Navionics, Berkley, 
ABU Garcia, All Star 
Rods, Tru Tungsten, 
Hambys Beach Bum-
pers, Mustad Hooks, 
Talon Lures, BTS Line 
and Lure, Diamond 
Sports Marine and 
Oakley Sunglasses.

5 Piece Dinette Sets
Starting At $299

Big Storewide Savings on Name Brands 

316 Broad St. • Mineola, TX.  
(903) 569-2506

Robinson's Furniture

All Finishes
Oak * Cherry * Maple * Metal

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ashley * Coaster * Crafton 
* Steve Silver

Standard * Orleans

Bring In This Ad In The Month of 
November....Pay No Sales Tax
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

www.lakeforkguidetrips.com
214-683-9572 

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park
Tackle Store (Great Selection)

Managed by John Goergen
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack of Knowledge” Isolated Cover: When Less Is More

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on Page 22-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Open Fri. & Sat. thru Nov. 9th 
Happy Holidays ~ See Ya’ll in March

By Tom Redington

  As a kid growing up on the farm, I was often dis-
patched by my father to round up cattle.  Some of 
our pastures were solid forests running along the 
river and it could take over an hour just to locate 
the herd.  Other pastures had just a couple of lone 
trees and a single watering hole.  In this case, the 
cows could be found predictably hanging out in the 
shade under a single tree or getting a drink.  Find-
ing bass is often similar.  Sure, we all love huge 

coves just full of lily pads, hydrilla, or cypress 
trees.  However, the euphoria of finding a treasure 
trove of fish habitat is quickly overcome by the 
helpless sense of looking for a needle in a haystack. 
  Fishing isolated cover can be a great strategy 
when you’re catching a lot of fish and also when 
you’re struggling.  On days when the bite is good, 
isolated pieces of cover often produce a big kicker 
to anchor your limit, or might have a number of 
good fish to provide considerable upgrades.  On 
the other hand, if you’re struggling to catch any-
thing on a tough day, scrapping your plans and just 
hitting any random piece of isolated cover you lo-
cate is often a good backup plan to fashion a limit.  
  So what exactly do I mean by “isolated cover?”  
As opposed to “structure” which is a change in 
the bottom contour (e.g. humps, creek channels, 
points), “cover” is anything in the water that pro-
vides shelter for smaller fish or an ambush spot 
for predators.  Classic examples of cover are 
laydown trees, submerged weeds, brushpiles, 
docks, and stumps.  What I’m specifically look-
ing for is “isolated cover,” so instead of a cove 
full of docks or trees, I scout for an area with a 
single dock or a shoreline with just one laydown 
in the water.  With weeds, it might be a small 
clump of lily pads in a bay that’s otherwise cov-
ered with hydrilla, or a small patch of milfoil that 

is separated from all the rest of the underwater 
grass in the creek and is slightly deeper. Basi-
cally, you’re looking for oddities and anomalies.  
  Whereas bass are often randomly spread out 
in areas with lots of cover, they will frequently 
group up on isolated cover.  If I’m going down a 
shore with 30 boat docks, I’ll make a few quick 
casts to each one and keep moving. However, if 
another bank only has one dock on it, odds are 
good that if I find one bass on it, there are mul-
tiple fish there.  In general, the less cover op-
tions fish have in an area, the more concentrated 
they’ll be on the few pieces of cover there. This 
is also important to keep in mind if you plant 
brushpiles.  In a cove or area with no docks, lay-
downs, trees, or weeds, your brushpile becomes 
about the only game in town and will likely be a 
bass magnet.  Drop it in the middle of a big weed 
patch or stump flat and you’re often just adding to 
the haystack in which the needle (bass) resides.
  Fishing isolated cover is pretty simple.  I start 
off probing the edges of the cover with a mov-
ing bait and try to catch active fish before they 
know I’m there.  Square bill cranks like a Lucky 
Craft 1.5 trigger a ton of strikes as they deflect 
off of limbs, posts, or grass in the shallows, or 
switch to the 1.5DD version of the same bait if 

The Texas Tackle, Hunting, & Boat Show (Continued from Page 1-A)

ucts and entertainment.  We have booked tons 
of pros and attractions for our 2014 show.  
  Our Headliner for Sun Jan 12th, 2014 is Fish-
ing Legend Jimmy Houston.  Jimmy will be do-
ing a seminar on the seminar stage Sunday at 
11a.m. followed by a Meet & Greet from 12p-2p.m.  
  FISHERMEN, come listen and learn from our 
great lineup of World’s famous Pro fishermen, 
like Bassmaster’s Pros Brent Chapman Fri 6-8p 
& Sat 10a-2p, Mike Iaconelli Friday TBD, Alton 
Jones Sat 11a-4pm, 2-time Crappie Tour Cham-
pion Todd Huckabee, Cat Fish Legend Danny 
King, Chuck Justice Trophy Bass Guide, and many 
more.  Check our seminar schedule for full details 
online at www.texastackleandhuntingshow.com.
  HUNTERS, see legendary archer Frank Addington 
perform his “Aspirin Buster Archery Show” where 
Frank will shoot an aspirin out of the air with his 
bow from behind his back.  See the Worlds Outstand-
ing Whitetail Kings Display with some of the larg-
est deer ever recorded. Listen to hunting pro Harry 
Wood share how to find monster elk and mule deer 
in the Midwest.     Bring your deer mounts or antlers 
out for Boone & Crockett/Pope & Young official free 
scoring and display on our Big Buck Wall for your 
chance at cash prizes by the People’s Choice Contest.   

  FAMILIES, watch Ja-
son Reynolds and his 
Fetch-n-Fish’s High 
Flyin’ Retrievers Dog 
Show off his Bass Tub.  
Watch Bob Steele’s, 
Great Bear Show, with 
his fully trained grizzly 
bears.  Bring the kids 
to the Army Bass An-
gler’s Kids Fishing Pond 
where every kid is guar-
anteed to catch a fish.  
Listen to Cody Ryan, 
The Outdoor Zone Aus-
tin Radio, will be doing 
seminars on youth out-
door education.  Tons of 
other fun things for the 
kids like paintball shoot-
ing, mechanical bull rid-
ing, and bungee bounces.
  See boats like Skee-
ter, BassCat, Legend, 
Ranger, Triton, Phoenix, 
Express, SeaArk, as well 

as kayaks, hunting boats, 
and atv’s.  Get great deals 
on Coleman camping 
and outdoor equipment.  
Come book guides and 
outfitters from places 
around the world. Trade, 
sell, and get appraisals 
on antique lures.  Pur-
chase guns, knives and 
ammo, and get great 
discounts on hunting 
supplies and apparel.    
  Friday Night is Kids 
Night!  Jan 10th at 
6:00pm kick off kid’s 
night where the first 500 
kids will get free prod-
ucts from participat-
ing companies. Go on a 
scavenger hunt and look 
for the Red Balloons! 
Kids night tickets will 
be handed out starting 
at 6:00pm, so Don’t Be 
Late!  Remember to take 
your kids fishing at the 

show.  Kids are the future of the great out-
doors, so bring them to the show to experience 
and learn what fishing and hunting is all about. 
  Saturday is the “Red Balloon” sale. Get the best 
deals of the whole year through 5 minute red bal-
loon specials from participating vendors. We will 
have red balloons at specific booth locations for 
show special sales that will only be found dur-
ing that time under the red balloons.  Come buy 
all your tackle supplies for the upcoming seasons!
  Sunday is our Super Savings Day where every vendor 
will have even more discounted items in hopes to sell 
more of their inventory before closing at 5pm.  Ask for 
discounts and don’t miss out on all the special prices.  
Jimmy Houston, our headliner, will be finishing up our 
show with a meet & greet at 12pm on the seminar stage.  
SHOW TIMES are: Friday Jan 10th Noon-9pm, Satur-
day Jan 11th 10am-8pm, Sunday Jan 12th 10am-5pm
  If you only go to one show this year, this is it!  
Don’t miss out on all the giveaways, great deals, 
and family fun. Buy your tickets at the door.
  The Texas Tackle, Hunting, & Boat Show is 
brought to you by Montgomery Productions and 
EzAngler.com  – “Minds shaped by Nature”
www.texastackleandhuntingshow.com or Call 
(918) 343-4868 or 918-520-9256 for more info or 
email us at montgomeryproductions@yahoo.com.
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

By Terri Moon
 
  It’s here - November 
– probably my very 
favorite month to fish! 
The crappie start their 
fall migration up the 
creeks, and just like 
in the spring, the first 
fish coming through is 
generally the biggest.
  The falling water 
temperatures will trig-
ger the fall feeding 
frenzy. They will be 
following the baitfish 
so keep a close eye 
on that depth finder 
and watch for balls of 
shad. A really good 
graph will show you if 
the fish are following 
these shad and at what 
depth they are mov-
ing through. This will 
take a lot of the “guess 
work” out of how deep 
you need to be fish-
ing. Just because you 
caught crappie at 20 
ft. yesterday doesn’t 
mean they will bite 
at that depth today. 
These depths will even 
change throughout the 
day. So, it’s necessary 
to keep checking your 
graph for any changes 
in depths of these ac-
tive fish. I sure appre-
ciate my Lowrance 
HDS units. They are 
my number ‘one’ piece 
of equipment for tar-
geting crappie - espe-
cially this time of year!
  Another reason these 

fish can be at differ-
ent depths in different 
areas of the lake is be-
cause of the lake “turn-
ing over.” This pro-
cess will work its way 
around the lake. So, if 
you are fishing in an 
area that’s not produc-
ing fish and you notice 
a lot of brown foamy 
bubbles on the surface, 
you’re probably in an 
area where this is tak-
ing place. It’s best to 
just go try another area 
with clearer water and 
better oxygen levels.
  The baits that have 
been working for us 
have been Lake Fork 
Tackle’s ‘Live Baby 
Shad’ in ‘Electric 
Chicken’ or blue & 
pearl or Bobby Gar-
land’s ‘Black Gum’ 
(black & pink) or 
chartreuse – also, 
Bob Young’s ‘Ghost’ 
(grey w/blue) or 
‘Slick Willie’ (char-
treuse w/blue tail.) 
  For the rest of your 
crappie fishing needs, 
check with Lake Fork 
Marina. They have got 
a great assortment plus 

some great “holiday 
gifts” available for 
the fisherman in your 
family. Probably the 
coolest “holiday gift” 
available at Lake Fork 
Marina this year has 
to be the new “Easy 
Step System.” Oh my 
goodness – has this 
ever been a lifesaver 
for me and my cus-
tomers. With the dras-
tically low lake levels 
this year, we no longer 
have boat slip avail-
ability – so needless to 
say – loading people 
in and out of the boat 
has been a major is-
sue – until now!! This 
is a ladder with a hand 
rail that attaches to 
the front of your boat 
trailer. So, no more 
crawling in and out 
of the boat – “PRICE-
LESS”!! For more 
info on these call Ken 
or Dana Donahue at 
Lake Fork Marina @ 
903-765-2764. It’s al-
ways a bonus to come 
across something that 
makes life easier! 
So, in my opinion, 
this has to be the best 
“holiday gift” idea 
available this year! 
  I hope you all get 
the chance to get out 
and enjoy Fork’s great 
fall fishing. Also, be 
extra careful with 
the low lake levels. 
My best to you all!     

 

We appreciate all of our terrific customers, so we’ve made 
November Customer Appreciation Month!  Enjoy fabulous 
fall fishing on Lake Fork.  Take advantage of our low room 
rates and bargains on your favorite gear!   
 $50 Rooms 
 25% Off Tackle, Gifts and Apparel! 

292 County Road 1558, Alba, TX  75410 
903-765-2764 

www.lakeforkmarina.com 
Visit our new online store: 
www.lakeforkmarina.net 
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Richards' Stump Grinding
Stump Removal Below Surface

Residential and Farm ~ Large or Small Jobs

Free Estimates
(903) 629-7765 Winnsboro, Texas

Cellular 903-629-5231
David Richards

Ken Gilbreath from Mineola was Bassin’ With 
Bubba in a TTB tournament on October 27th 
when he caught this nice Lake Fork bass. 
C.P.R. (Fisherman’s Guide Photo by Don Bubba 
Hampton)

Becky Marler from Shreveport, LA., caught 
this Lake Fork flathead weighing 29-lbs. Bass 
Pro Crappie Maxx Ultralight rod, Bass Pro 
bait cast reel, 17 lb test line, and 2/0 hook. Re-
leased to the Grease.

Jeff Erb was fishing Lake Fork with guide John 
Morris when he caught this nice 6.9-pound 
bass. Good Catch! Great to see our youth on 
the lakes. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo J &M Guide 
Service)

Alien Plant in Lake Quitman
  In recent weeks, the Inland Fisheries Division of 
Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) discovered a re-
surgence of the non-native aquatic plant water hya-
cinth at Lake Quitman. This plant is a free-floating 
(non-rooted) aquatic plant native to South America. 
It was originally introduced into North America in 
the late 1800s and has been widely spread around the 
country through the water garden and aquarium trade, 
and by boaters. The plant is popular with water gar-
den enthusiasts primarily due to its attractive lavender 
or pink flower; however, water hyacinth is a prohib-
ited plant in Texas and is illegal to sell or possess.
  Water hyacinth, along with other non-native plants 
like giant salvinia and water lettuce, provide virtually 
no benefit to fish or the aquatic environment. The plants 
reproduce rapidly and can quickly cover large portions 
of a lake’s surface, blocking access for boaters, reduc-
ing dissolved oxygen available for fish and other aquat-
ic organisms and generally impairing water quality.
Of course, not all aquatic plants are bad. In fact, Inland 
Fisheries staff conducted plantings of a native species 
called water willow at Lake Quitman during the sum-
mer to try and increase beneficial habitat for fish in 

the lake and give anglers more areas to target fish.
Water hyacinth was first discovered in Lake Quit-
man in fall of 2001 and has been managed through 
cooperative efforts by Wood County, local angling 
organizations and TPWD. The plants have primarily 
been controlled by manual removal and herbicide ap-
plications. As a result of treatment efforts and drought, 
the species has not been observed in recent years dur-
ing routine fisheries habitat surveys by TPWD Inland 
Fisheries staff. However, recent rains created heavy 
flows in the creek, allowing hyacinth to be dispersed 
around the western portion of the lake. The plant is 
difficult to control due to its high rate of reproduction 
and the persistence of seed banks in the sediment. The 
seeds of water hyacinth have been known to remain 
viable for over a quarter century, so it is necessary 
to monitor lakes for new growth from year to year.
  The plants were observed by Inland Fisheries staff 
during routine sampling of the fish populations at Lake 
Quitman conducted in October. Following discovery 
of the plants, TPWD staff manually removed plants 
in the western portion of the reservoir and deployed 
a containment boom in Brushy Creek to attempt to 

prevent dispersal of plants around the lake before a 
herbicide treatment can be done. Unfortunately, there 
was too much water hyacinth in the creek for it to be 
practical to remove it manually. A herbicide treat-
ment proposal has been prepared to treat the remain-
ing plants in the lake, and the treatment will likely be 
conducted in November. Water hyacinth will prob-
ably require continued treatment efforts through the 
spring of 2014 followed by periodic monitoring.
  Fisheries surveys at Lake Quitman continue to 
show that the lake contains a quality fishery for 
largemouth bass, crappie, channel catfish and a di-
verse sunfish community. Water hyacinth poses a 
threat to maintaining these important fisheries, and 
TPWD biologists want to control the spread of this 
aquatic nuisance. Aquatic recreation is very impor-
tant to the local economy. In a 2010 spring survey at 
Lake Quitman, TPWD estimated that anglers spent 
approximately $18,000 in association with their fish-
ing activities on the lake in just a three-month period.
  Water hyacinth has also been present in Lake 
Fork since 1993. Its distribution is monitored an-
nually, and cooperative treatment efforts by the 
Sabine River Authority and TPWD are conduct-
ed as needed to control the spread of the plants.

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

David & Colon Kantor
Houston, TX.,

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

The McComas Brothers
Mark, Terry, Kim

Clint Granger
Yantis, TX

Ann Brown
Oklahoma City, OK.,

AJ & Judy Johnson
Childress, TX

Terry McComas
Plano, TX.,

Ann Brown
Oklahoma City, OK.,

Dr. David & Ann Brown
Oklahoma City, OK.,
Happy Anniversary!

Dan Ingram, St. Louis
Tommy Stewart, Chicago, Illinois

Terry McComas
Plano, TX.,
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Fish Friendly

Defendant in State Game Warden Hostage Case Pleads Guilty
  A former Upshur County commissioner ar-
rested in October 2012 for holding a state 
game warden at gunpoint has pled guilty to 
the third-degree felony offense of taking a 
firearm from a peace officer and further ad-
mitted in his plea that he could be found guilty 
of aggravated assault on a public servant.
  In 115th Dist. Court, visiting judge Wil-
liam Porter sentenced Lloyd Allen Crabtree 
to 10 years in prison, but placed him on pro-
bation for five years. In addition, Crabtree 
was ordered to publicly apologize to the 
game warden and other law enforcement of-
ficers who responded to the scene last year.
  Crabtree also will have to pay a $1,000 fine, 
take an anger management class, pay court 
costs and other fees as well as perform 240 
hours of community service. While on proba-
tion he will have to submit to monthly drug 
tests and will be barred from drinking alcohol. 
As a convicted felon, he will be prohibited 
from possessing any firearms or ammunition.
  The charges to which Crabtree pled guilty 
stem from an Oct. 6, 2012 incident in which 
the game warden was disarmed and detained 
by two armed men while the officer was mak-
ing a routine check for hunting law viola-
tions on private property in Upshur County.
  The game warden used his cell phone to 

call for help, and soon numerous local and 
state officers came to his assistance and 
ended the situation with no shots fired.
  “We appreciate the support we received 
during this ordeal from all the other law 
enforcement agencies that helped out, 
as well as the local community,” said 
Lt. Col. Danny Shaw, assistant director 
of TPWD’s Law Enforcement Division.
  “Texas game wardens will continue to 
serve the people of the state in all 254 coun-
ties. Our men and women will remain on 
the front line in protecting our natural re-
sources and assuring public safety. For more 
than 120 years Texas game wardens have 
been committed to doing the right thing, 
not just what they have the right to do.”
  Crabtree’s son, Todd A. Crabtree, 28, was 
indicted last January on three felony charges: 
One count of aggravated assault on a peace of-
ficer (first degree felony); one count of taking 
a weapon from a peace officer (third degree 
felony); and one count of unlawful restraint 
with a deadly weapon (third degree felony).
The charges against him are still pending.
  Initially, the father and son had 
been held at the Upshur County Jail 
in lieu of $1.5 million bond each.
  The incident last fall was investigated by 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department In-
ternal Affairs Unit and the Texas Rangers.

UPDATE:
  Todd A. Crabtree recently pled 
guilty to one count of unlaw-
ful restraint, a Class A misdemeanor. 
  In 115th Dist. Court, Judge Lauren Par-
ish sentenced 28-year-old Todd A. Crab-
tree to a one-year jail sentence, probated 
for two years. In addition, Crabtree was 
ordered to publicly apologize to the game 
warden and other law enforcement offi-
cers who responded to the scene last year.
  Crabtree also will have to pay a $250 fine, take 
an anger management class, pay court costs 
and other fees as well as perform 100 hours 
of community service. While on probation 
he will have to submit to monthly drug tests 
and will be barred from drinking alcohol. He 
also will be prohibited from possessing any 
firearms or ammunition during his probation.
  “The Texas Parks and Wildlife Law En-
forcement Division fully supports this 
plea agreement as well as the previous 
plea agreement regarding Lloyd Crab-
tree,” said TPWD Law Enforcement 
Division Director Col. Craig Hunter.

Texas Game Wardens Organize First-Ever K9 Unit

  For the first time in their his-
tory, Texas Game Wardens have a 
full-time, statewide canine team.
  The first five canine handlers and dogs have 
graduated from an intense eight-week train-
ing program located at the world famous 
Utah POST canine facility in Salt Lake City. 
The second wave of canine handlers and 
dogs will attend the course in January 2014.
“The K9 program has been a long time com-
ing, and we are extremely proud of our han-
dlers for their hard work - an effort which 
resulted in a 100 percent pass rate,” said 
Grahame Jones, Chief of Special Opera-
tions for the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment Law Enforcement Division.   “In 
addition to excellent support from the de-
partment and the Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission, we would like to thank the Travis 
County Sheriff ’s Department, Texas De-
partment of Public Safety, Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, and 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation 
for assisting during the planning phase.”
  Funding for the purchase of dogs and travel 
to and from Utah was provided by the TPW 
Foundation through a private donor. Utah 

Post provided the training at no cost with the 
exception of a minimal administrative fee, 
an amount also paid for by the private donor.
Depending on geographical location, the 
dogs will be used for various functions 
including detection of illegally taken or 
smuggled game and fish, search and rescue, 
cadaver search, and narcotics enforcement. 
“Most of the dogs will have dual functions 
such as wildlife detection and search and 
rescue,” said Game Warden Capt. Kevin 
Davis, who oversees the canine program.
  “I am gratified to assist Texas Game War-
dens in their efforts to diminish the traf-
ficking of contraband in their communi-
ties,” said Sgt. Wendell Nope, Utah Post K9 
Training Director. “I look forward to work-
ing with TPWD in the near future to fur-
ther enhance the abilities of the canines and 
handlers in search and rescue situations.”
  “We cannot thank Utah Post enough for their 
partnership and professionalism,” said Col. 
Craig Hunter, LE Division Director. “The de-
partment is extremely excited to see the Tex-
as Game Warden K9 team become a reality.”
  Check out a video news release 
about the new K9 unit on YouTube.

Recently in Austin, 
Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) hon-
ored the local law en-
forcement community 
for its work in enforce-
ment of Texas’ intoxica-
tion laws. Texas Game 
Warden Theron Oatman 
received the Commit-
ment Hero Award and 
Game Warden Capt. 
Scott Jurk received the 
Diamond Hero Lead-
ership Award for their 
efforts in enforcing 
Boating While Intoxi-
cated (BWI) and Driv-
ing While Intoxicated 
(DWI) laws on Lake 
Travis and Lake Austin.
  “Boating While Intox-
icated is a serious prob-

Mothers Against Drunk 
Drivers Applauds Texas 
Game Wardens for 
BWI Enforcement

lem all across Texas, 
the leading contributing 
factor in boating fatali-
ties and accidents,” said 
Grahame Jones, Chief 
of Special Operations 
with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s 
law enforcement divi-
sion. “We are proud 
that MADD has recog-
nized Warden Oatman 
and Capt. Jurk for their 
dedicated work in the 
Highland Lakes area, 
and we would note that 
their efforts represent 
what game wardens 
do every day on lakes, 
rivers and bays  a l l 

(See Mothers Against....
Continued on Page 21-A)
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Cell 903-348-7344
Email: doddbuilding@gmail.com

CUSTOM HOMES

COMMERCIAL

REMODELING

References • 20 Years Experience

3931 FM 515 • Emory, TX., 75440

903-473-2600

“Stop by and let’s talk about making that 
‘Dream Home’ a reality!”

Free Estimates
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

3035 W. St. Hwy. 154
Next to Minnow Bucket

903-878-7169

Family Owned & Operated
Tonya Rushing & Linda Countryman
Serving Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Patio Available For Lakeview Dining

Daily Lunch Special
1/2-lb. Burger & Fries $5.99

Friday All You Can Eat Catfish 4:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday Lunch Specials

Call In Orders Welcome
We’ll Deliver To The Pier Never Leave 

Your Boat!!!

Open Sun. Mon. Wed. Thur.
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Closed Tuesdays

Serving Northeast Texas Since 1989

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association to Host Dallas Water Utilities Informational Meeting
By Dick Walker,   
Secretary LFSA

  On Tuesday, November 
12, 2013, the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association 
will host a presentation 
by the Dallas Water Utili-
ties regarding its plans for 
pumping water from Lake 
Fork.  Dallas is ready to 

pump, but says it under-
stands Fork’s importance.
  Dallas has invested 
more than $200 million 
to build the infrastruc-
ture to move Lake Fork 
water to Dallas. They 
have the right to a large 
percentage of the water 
at Lake Fork, which was 
impounded on the Sabine 

River in 1980.  The re-
maining water belongs to 
the Sabine River Author-
ity, which sells its share 
to other municipalities.
  Up to this time Dallas 
has managed to provide 
its citizens with adequate 
water without tapping 
into the Lake Fork supply.  
This is about to change.  

  To get the facts and 
dispel any rumors, Mr. 
Ken DelRegno, Assis-
tant Director of Water 
Production, Dallas Wa-
ter Utilities, will make a 
brief presentation.   Fol-
lowing his presentation 
Mr. DelRegno will take 
questions from the floor.

  The LFSA would like 
to invite interested mem-
bers of the community to 
attend this meeting.  The 
meeting will be held at the 
Emory City Centre locat-
ed on Highway 19.  The 
doors will open at 6:00 
PM, with the presentation 
beginning at 7:00 PM.
  Although this is a Lake 

Fork Sportsman’s As-
sociation free public ser-
vice forum, attendees are 
asked to bring a dona-
tion of non-perishable 
canned goods or unused 
toys to assist with the 
LFSA Christmas Shar-
ing Program.    Cookies, 
soft drinks and coffee 
will be sold at the event. 

13 Steps to Catching a 13-pound Bass
By Larry  Hodge

  Every year Toyota 
ShareLunker program 
coordinator Juan Marti-
nez talks to anglers still 
excited and shaking 
from the experience of 
landing a 13-pound or 
bigger largemouth bass, 
and every year almost 
all the stories are the 
same: The person never 
expected to catch a bass 
that size and was un-
prepared to deal with it.
  Take a hint from the 
Boy Scouts: Be Pre-

pared. Follow these 
13 steps to catch-
ing a 13-pound bass 
and you will be ready.
1. Program the 
Toyota ShareLunker 
numbers into your cell 
phone NOW. Voice: 
(903) 681-0550. Pag-
er: (888) 784-0600.  
Both are monitored 24 
hours a day, 7 days a 
week during the sea-
son, which runs Octo-
ber 1 through April 30. 
Be sure to include your 
area code if leaving a 
message. (And by the 

way: There is no need 
to call either number in 
the middle of the night 
just to see if they are 
working. They are.) 
2. Check your 
tackle and respool with 
fresh line, preferably 
braided. Big bass tend 
to hang out in the nasti-
est cover they can find 
and are quick to wrap 
your line around a tree. 
Chances are you are go-
ing to have to pull them 
out by brute strength. 
(See 13 Steps....
Continued on Page 20-A)
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2006 F-150 King Ranch Edition
Great Dependable All Around 

Transportation. Automatic stick shift, 
power brakes & steering, leather inte-
rior, electric and heated seats, electric 
windows with tint shields, tow pack-
age, New Michelin Tires. Well main-

tained & Serviced.
Reduced $6,900  

Call Don at 903-383-7748 
or 903-360-6994

For Sale By Owner

3-time All Star second baseman Ian Kinsler 
of the Texas Rangers who fished with Lake 
Fork guide Tom Redington on October 14.  
He’s new to bass fishing, but a quick study.
C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo Tom Redington Guide 
Service)

“Hooked on Jesus will always put a smile on 
your face!” But, when your hooking up big 
crappie with Lake Fork Crappie Guide Brad 
Williams, you even have a happier smile! 
(Courtesy Photo Brad Williams Guide Service)
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association to Host Dallas Water Utilities Informational Meeting
By Dick Walker,   
Secretary LFSA

  On Tuesday, November 
12, 2013, the Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association 
will host a presentation 
by the Dallas Water Utili-
ties regarding its plans for 
pumping water from Lake 
Fork.  Dallas is ready to 

pump, but says it under-
stands Fork’s importance.
  Dallas has invested 
more than $200 million 
to build the infrastruc-
ture to move Lake Fork 
water to Dallas. They 
have the right to a large 
percentage of the water 
at Lake Fork, which was 
impounded on the Sabine 

River in 1980.  The re-
maining water belongs to 
the Sabine River Author-
ity, which sells its share 
to other municipalities.
  Up to this time Dallas 
has managed to provide 
its citizens with adequate 
water without tapping 
into the Lake Fork supply.  
This is about to change.  

  To get the facts and 
dispel any rumors, Mr. 
Ken DelRegno, Assis-
tant Director of Water 
Production, Dallas Wa-
ter Utilities, will make a 
brief presentation.   Fol-
lowing his presentation 
Mr. DelRegno will take 
questions from the floor.

  The LFSA would like 
to invite interested mem-
bers of the community to 
attend this meeting.  The 
meeting will be held at the 
Emory City Centre locat-
ed on Highway 19.  The 
doors will open at 6:00 
PM, with the presentation 
beginning at 7:00 PM.
  Although this is a Lake 

Fork Sportsman’s As-
sociation free public ser-
vice forum, attendees are 
asked to bring a dona-
tion of non-perishable 
canned goods or unused 
toys to assist with the 
LFSA Christmas Shar-
ing Program.    Cookies, 
soft drinks and coffee 
will be sold at the event. 

13 Steps to Catching a 13-pound Bass
By Larry  Hodge

  Every year Toyota 
ShareLunker program 
coordinator Juan Marti-
nez talks to anglers still 
excited and shaking 
from the experience of 
landing a 13-pound or 
bigger largemouth bass, 
and every year almost 
all the stories are the 
same: The person never 
expected to catch a bass 
that size and was un-
prepared to deal with it.
  Take a hint from the 
Boy Scouts: Be Pre-

pared. Follow these 
13 steps to catch-
ing a 13-pound bass 
and you will be ready.
1. Program the 
Toyota ShareLunker 
numbers into your cell 
phone NOW. Voice: 
(903) 681-0550. Pag-
er: (888) 784-0600.  
Both are monitored 24 
hours a day, 7 days a 
week during the sea-
son, which runs Octo-
ber 1 through April 30. 
Be sure to include your 
area code if leaving a 
message. (And by the 

way: There is no need 
to call either number in 
the middle of the night 
just to see if they are 
working. They are.) 
2. Check your 
tackle and respool with 
fresh line, preferably 
braided. Big bass tend 
to hang out in the nasti-
est cover they can find 
and are quick to wrap 
your line around a tree. 
Chances are you are go-
ing to have to pull them 
out by brute strength. 
(See 13 Steps....
Continued on Page 20-A)



 
 

A
 

p
ar

t-
n

e
r-

s
h

ip
 

b
e

-
tw

ee
n 

t
h

e 
N

at
u-

ra
l R

e-
so

ur
c-

e
s 

C
o

n
-

s
e

r
-

va
tio

n 
S

e
r-

v
ic

e,
 

Te
xa

s 
Pa

rk
s 

a
n

d 
W

il
d-

l
i

f
e 

D
e

-
p

ar
t-

m
en

t, 
Ph

ea
-

sa
nt

s 
Fo

re
v-

er
 a

nd
 

Q
ua

il 
F

o
r-

ev
er

, 
Pl

ay
a 

L
ak

es
 

Jo
in

t 
V

e
n

-
tu

r
e 

a
n

d 
ot

he
r 

c
o

n
-

se
rv

a-
ti

o
n 

or
ga

-
ni

za
-

ti
o

n
s 

ha
s 

re
-

ce
nt

ly
 

fi
ll

ed
 

th
re

e 
n

e
w

 
F

ar
m

 
B

il
l 

Page 10-A                                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                            November  November                “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                                Page 15-A

COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Fish Friendly

Defendant in State Game Warden Hostage Case Pleads Guilty
  A former Upshur County commissioner ar-
rested in October 2012 for holding a state 
game warden at gunpoint has pled guilty to 
the third-degree felony offense of taking a 
firearm from a peace officer and further ad-
mitted in his plea that he could be found guilty 
of aggravated assault on a public servant.
  In 115th Dist. Court, visiting judge Wil-
liam Porter sentenced Lloyd Allen Crabtree 
to 10 years in prison, but placed him on pro-
bation for five years. In addition, Crabtree 
was ordered to publicly apologize to the 
game warden and other law enforcement of-
ficers who responded to the scene last year.
  Crabtree also will have to pay a $1,000 fine, 
take an anger management class, pay court 
costs and other fees as well as perform 240 
hours of community service. While on proba-
tion he will have to submit to monthly drug 
tests and will be barred from drinking alcohol. 
As a convicted felon, he will be prohibited 
from possessing any firearms or ammunition.
  The charges to which Crabtree pled guilty 
stem from an Oct. 6, 2012 incident in which 
the game warden was disarmed and detained 
by two armed men while the officer was mak-
ing a routine check for hunting law viola-
tions on private property in Upshur County.
  The game warden used his cell phone to 

call for help, and soon numerous local and 
state officers came to his assistance and 
ended the situation with no shots fired.
  “We appreciate the support we received 
during this ordeal from all the other law 
enforcement agencies that helped out, 
as well as the local community,” said 
Lt. Col. Danny Shaw, assistant director 
of TPWD’s Law Enforcement Division.
  “Texas game wardens will continue to 
serve the people of the state in all 254 coun-
ties. Our men and women will remain on 
the front line in protecting our natural re-
sources and assuring public safety. For more 
than 120 years Texas game wardens have 
been committed to doing the right thing, 
not just what they have the right to do.”
  Crabtree’s son, Todd A. Crabtree, 28, was 
indicted last January on three felony charges: 
One count of aggravated assault on a peace of-
ficer (first degree felony); one count of taking 
a weapon from a peace officer (third degree 
felony); and one count of unlawful restraint 
with a deadly weapon (third degree felony).
The charges against him are still pending.
  Initially, the father and son had 
been held at the Upshur County Jail 
in lieu of $1.5 million bond each.
  The incident last fall was investigated by 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department In-
ternal Affairs Unit and the Texas Rangers.

UPDATE:
  Todd A. Crabtree recently pled 
guilty to one count of unlaw-
ful restraint, a Class A misdemeanor. 
  In 115th Dist. Court, Judge Lauren Par-
ish sentenced 28-year-old Todd A. Crab-
tree to a one-year jail sentence, probated 
for two years. In addition, Crabtree was 
ordered to publicly apologize to the game 
warden and other law enforcement offi-
cers who responded to the scene last year.
  Crabtree also will have to pay a $250 fine, take 
an anger management class, pay court costs 
and other fees as well as perform 100 hours 
of community service. While on probation 
he will have to submit to monthly drug tests 
and will be barred from drinking alcohol. He 
also will be prohibited from possessing any 
firearms or ammunition during his probation.
  “The Texas Parks and Wildlife Law En-
forcement Division fully supports this 
plea agreement as well as the previous 
plea agreement regarding Lloyd Crab-
tree,” said TPWD Law Enforcement 
Division Director Col. Craig Hunter.

Texas Game Wardens Organize First-Ever K9 Unit

  For the first time in their his-
tory, Texas Game Wardens have a 
full-time, statewide canine team.
  The first five canine handlers and dogs have 
graduated from an intense eight-week train-
ing program located at the world famous 
Utah POST canine facility in Salt Lake City. 
The second wave of canine handlers and 
dogs will attend the course in January 2014.
“The K9 program has been a long time com-
ing, and we are extremely proud of our han-
dlers for their hard work - an effort which 
resulted in a 100 percent pass rate,” said 
Grahame Jones, Chief of Special Opera-
tions for the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment Law Enforcement Division.   “In 
addition to excellent support from the de-
partment and the Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission, we would like to thank the Travis 
County Sheriff ’s Department, Texas De-
partment of Public Safety, Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, and 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation 
for assisting during the planning phase.”
  Funding for the purchase of dogs and travel 
to and from Utah was provided by the TPW 
Foundation through a private donor. Utah 

Post provided the training at no cost with the 
exception of a minimal administrative fee, 
an amount also paid for by the private donor.
Depending on geographical location, the 
dogs will be used for various functions 
including detection of illegally taken or 
smuggled game and fish, search and rescue, 
cadaver search, and narcotics enforcement. 
“Most of the dogs will have dual functions 
such as wildlife detection and search and 
rescue,” said Game Warden Capt. Kevin 
Davis, who oversees the canine program.
  “I am gratified to assist Texas Game War-
dens in their efforts to diminish the traf-
ficking of contraband in their communi-
ties,” said Sgt. Wendell Nope, Utah Post K9 
Training Director. “I look forward to work-
ing with TPWD in the near future to fur-
ther enhance the abilities of the canines and 
handlers in search and rescue situations.”
  “We cannot thank Utah Post enough for their 
partnership and professionalism,” said Col. 
Craig Hunter, LE Division Director. “The de-
partment is extremely excited to see the Tex-
as Game Warden K9 team become a reality.”
  Check out a video news release 
about the new K9 unit on YouTube.

Recently in Austin, 
Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) hon-
ored the local law en-
forcement community 
for its work in enforce-
ment of Texas’ intoxica-
tion laws. Texas Game 
Warden Theron Oatman 
received the Commit-
ment Hero Award and 
Game Warden Capt. 
Scott Jurk received the 
Diamond Hero Lead-
ership Award for their 
efforts in enforcing 
Boating While Intoxi-
cated (BWI) and Driv-
ing While Intoxicated 
(DWI) laws on Lake 
Travis and Lake Austin.
  “Boating While Intox-
icated is a serious prob-

Mothers Against Drunk 
Drivers Applauds Texas 
Game Wardens for 
BWI Enforcement

lem all across Texas, 
the leading contributing 
factor in boating fatali-
ties and accidents,” said 
Grahame Jones, Chief 
of Special Operations 
with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department’s 
law enforcement divi-
sion. “We are proud 
that MADD has recog-
nized Warden Oatman 
and Capt. Jurk for their 
dedicated work in the 
Highland Lakes area, 
and we would note that 
their efforts represent 
what game wardens 
do every day on lakes, 
rivers and bays  a l l 

(See Mothers Against....
Continued on Page 21-A)
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Richards' Stump Grinding
Stump Removal Below Surface

Residential and Farm ~ Large or Small Jobs

Free Estimates
(903) 629-7765 Winnsboro, Texas

Cellular 903-629-5231
David Richards

Ken Gilbreath from Mineola was Bassin’ With 
Bubba in a TTB tournament on October 27th 
when he caught this nice Lake Fork bass. 
C.P.R. (Fisherman’s Guide Photo by Don Bubba 
Hampton)

Becky Marler from Shreveport, LA., caught 
this Lake Fork flathead weighing 29-lbs. Bass 
Pro Crappie Maxx Ultralight rod, Bass Pro 
bait cast reel, 17 lb test line, and 2/0 hook. Re-
leased to the Grease.

Jeff Erb was fishing Lake Fork with guide John 
Morris when he caught this nice 6.9-pound 
bass. Good Catch! Great to see our youth on 
the lakes. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo J &M Guide 
Service)

Alien Plant in Lake Quitman
  In recent weeks, the Inland Fisheries Division of 
Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) discovered a re-
surgence of the non-native aquatic plant water hya-
cinth at Lake Quitman. This plant is a free-floating 
(non-rooted) aquatic plant native to South America. 
It was originally introduced into North America in 
the late 1800s and has been widely spread around the 
country through the water garden and aquarium trade, 
and by boaters. The plant is popular with water gar-
den enthusiasts primarily due to its attractive lavender 
or pink flower; however, water hyacinth is a prohib-
ited plant in Texas and is illegal to sell or possess.
  Water hyacinth, along with other non-native plants 
like giant salvinia and water lettuce, provide virtually 
no benefit to fish or the aquatic environment. The plants 
reproduce rapidly and can quickly cover large portions 
of a lake’s surface, blocking access for boaters, reduc-
ing dissolved oxygen available for fish and other aquat-
ic organisms and generally impairing water quality.
Of course, not all aquatic plants are bad. In fact, Inland 
Fisheries staff conducted plantings of a native species 
called water willow at Lake Quitman during the sum-
mer to try and increase beneficial habitat for fish in 

the lake and give anglers more areas to target fish.
Water hyacinth was first discovered in Lake Quit-
man in fall of 2001 and has been managed through 
cooperative efforts by Wood County, local angling 
organizations and TPWD. The plants have primarily 
been controlled by manual removal and herbicide ap-
plications. As a result of treatment efforts and drought, 
the species has not been observed in recent years dur-
ing routine fisheries habitat surveys by TPWD Inland 
Fisheries staff. However, recent rains created heavy 
flows in the creek, allowing hyacinth to be dispersed 
around the western portion of the lake. The plant is 
difficult to control due to its high rate of reproduction 
and the persistence of seed banks in the sediment. The 
seeds of water hyacinth have been known to remain 
viable for over a quarter century, so it is necessary 
to monitor lakes for new growth from year to year.
  The plants were observed by Inland Fisheries staff 
during routine sampling of the fish populations at Lake 
Quitman conducted in October. Following discovery 
of the plants, TPWD staff manually removed plants 
in the western portion of the reservoir and deployed 
a containment boom in Brushy Creek to attempt to 

prevent dispersal of plants around the lake before a 
herbicide treatment can be done. Unfortunately, there 
was too much water hyacinth in the creek for it to be 
practical to remove it manually. A herbicide treat-
ment proposal has been prepared to treat the remain-
ing plants in the lake, and the treatment will likely be 
conducted in November. Water hyacinth will prob-
ably require continued treatment efforts through the 
spring of 2014 followed by periodic monitoring.
  Fisheries surveys at Lake Quitman continue to 
show that the lake contains a quality fishery for 
largemouth bass, crappie, channel catfish and a di-
verse sunfish community. Water hyacinth poses a 
threat to maintaining these important fisheries, and 
TPWD biologists want to control the spread of this 
aquatic nuisance. Aquatic recreation is very impor-
tant to the local economy. In a 2010 spring survey at 
Lake Quitman, TPWD estimated that anglers spent 
approximately $18,000 in association with their fish-
ing activities on the lake in just a three-month period.
  Water hyacinth has also been present in Lake 
Fork since 1993. Its distribution is monitored an-
nually, and cooperative treatment efforts by the 
Sabine River Authority and TPWD are conduct-
ed as needed to control the spread of the plants.

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

David & Colon Kantor
Houston, TX.,

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

The McComas Brothers
Mark, Terry, Kim

Clint Granger
Yantis, TX

Ann Brown
Oklahoma City, OK.,

AJ & Judy Johnson
Childress, TX

Terry McComas
Plano, TX.,

Ann Brown
Oklahoma City, OK.,

Dr. David & Ann Brown
Oklahoma City, OK.,
Happy Anniversary!

Dan Ingram, St. Louis
Tommy Stewart, Chicago, Illinois

Terry McComas
Plano, TX.,



NOVEMBER IS “SUPER SLAB” MONTH 

Page 8-A                                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                           November

“The Moon Report”
 November         “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 17-A

Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

By Terri Moon
 
  It’s here - November 
– probably my very 
favorite month to fish! 
The crappie start their 
fall migration up the 
creeks, and just like 
in the spring, the first 
fish coming through is 
generally the biggest.
  The falling water 
temperatures will trig-
ger the fall feeding 
frenzy. They will be 
following the baitfish 
so keep a close eye 
on that depth finder 
and watch for balls of 
shad. A really good 
graph will show you if 
the fish are following 
these shad and at what 
depth they are mov-
ing through. This will 
take a lot of the “guess 
work” out of how deep 
you need to be fish-
ing. Just because you 
caught crappie at 20 
ft. yesterday doesn’t 
mean they will bite 
at that depth today. 
These depths will even 
change throughout the 
day. So, it’s necessary 
to keep checking your 
graph for any changes 
in depths of these ac-
tive fish. I sure appre-
ciate my Lowrance 
HDS units. They are 
my number ‘one’ piece 
of equipment for tar-
geting crappie - espe-
cially this time of year!
  Another reason these 

fish can be at differ-
ent depths in different 
areas of the lake is be-
cause of the lake “turn-
ing over.” This pro-
cess will work its way 
around the lake. So, if 
you are fishing in an 
area that’s not produc-
ing fish and you notice 
a lot of brown foamy 
bubbles on the surface, 
you’re probably in an 
area where this is tak-
ing place. It’s best to 
just go try another area 
with clearer water and 
better oxygen levels.
  The baits that have 
been working for us 
have been Lake Fork 
Tackle’s ‘Live Baby 
Shad’ in ‘Electric 
Chicken’ or blue & 
pearl or Bobby Gar-
land’s ‘Black Gum’ 
(black & pink) or 
chartreuse – also, 
Bob Young’s ‘Ghost’ 
(grey w/blue) or 
‘Slick Willie’ (char-
treuse w/blue tail.) 
  For the rest of your 
crappie fishing needs, 
check with Lake Fork 
Marina. They have got 
a great assortment plus 

some great “holiday 
gifts” available for 
the fisherman in your 
family. Probably the 
coolest “holiday gift” 
available at Lake Fork 
Marina this year has 
to be the new “Easy 
Step System.” Oh my 
goodness – has this 
ever been a lifesaver 
for me and my cus-
tomers. With the dras-
tically low lake levels 
this year, we no longer 
have boat slip avail-
ability – so needless to 
say – loading people 
in and out of the boat 
has been a major is-
sue – until now!! This 
is a ladder with a hand 
rail that attaches to 
the front of your boat 
trailer. So, no more 
crawling in and out 
of the boat – “PRICE-
LESS”!! For more 
info on these call Ken 
or Dana Donahue at 
Lake Fork Marina @ 
903-765-2764. It’s al-
ways a bonus to come 
across something that 
makes life easier! 
So, in my opinion, 
this has to be the best 
“holiday gift” idea 
available this year! 
  I hope you all get 
the chance to get out 
and enjoy Fork’s great 
fall fishing. Also, be 
extra careful with 
the low lake levels. 
My best to you all!     

 

We appreciate all of our terrific customers, so we’ve made 
November Customer Appreciation Month!  Enjoy fabulous 
fall fishing on Lake Fork.  Take advantage of our low room 
rates and bargains on your favorite gear!   
 $50 Rooms 
 25% Off Tackle, Gifts and Apparel! 

292 County Road 1558, Alba, TX  75410 
903-765-2764 

www.lakeforkmarina.com 
Visit our new online store: 
www.lakeforkmarina.net 
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

www.lakeforkguidetrips.com
214-683-9572 

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park
Tackle Store (Great Selection)

Managed by John Goergen
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack of Knowledge” Isolated Cover: When Less Is More

(See Pack of Knowledge...Continued on Page 22-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Open Fri. & Sat. thru Nov. 9th 
Happy Holidays ~ See Ya’ll in March

By Tom Redington

  As a kid growing up on the farm, I was often dis-
patched by my father to round up cattle.  Some of 
our pastures were solid forests running along the 
river and it could take over an hour just to locate 
the herd.  Other pastures had just a couple of lone 
trees and a single watering hole.  In this case, the 
cows could be found predictably hanging out in the 
shade under a single tree or getting a drink.  Find-
ing bass is often similar.  Sure, we all love huge 

coves just full of lily pads, hydrilla, or cypress 
trees.  However, the euphoria of finding a treasure 
trove of fish habitat is quickly overcome by the 
helpless sense of looking for a needle in a haystack. 
  Fishing isolated cover can be a great strategy 
when you’re catching a lot of fish and also when 
you’re struggling.  On days when the bite is good, 
isolated pieces of cover often produce a big kicker 
to anchor your limit, or might have a number of 
good fish to provide considerable upgrades.  On 
the other hand, if you’re struggling to catch any-
thing on a tough day, scrapping your plans and just 
hitting any random piece of isolated cover you lo-
cate is often a good backup plan to fashion a limit.  
  So what exactly do I mean by “isolated cover?”  
As opposed to “structure” which is a change in 
the bottom contour (e.g. humps, creek channels, 
points), “cover” is anything in the water that pro-
vides shelter for smaller fish or an ambush spot 
for predators.  Classic examples of cover are 
laydown trees, submerged weeds, brushpiles, 
docks, and stumps.  What I’m specifically look-
ing for is “isolated cover,” so instead of a cove 
full of docks or trees, I scout for an area with a 
single dock or a shoreline with just one laydown 
in the water.  With weeds, it might be a small 
clump of lily pads in a bay that’s otherwise cov-
ered with hydrilla, or a small patch of milfoil that 

is separated from all the rest of the underwater 
grass in the creek and is slightly deeper. Basi-
cally, you’re looking for oddities and anomalies.  
  Whereas bass are often randomly spread out 
in areas with lots of cover, they will frequently 
group up on isolated cover.  If I’m going down a 
shore with 30 boat docks, I’ll make a few quick 
casts to each one and keep moving. However, if 
another bank only has one dock on it, odds are 
good that if I find one bass on it, there are mul-
tiple fish there.  In general, the less cover op-
tions fish have in an area, the more concentrated 
they’ll be on the few pieces of cover there. This 
is also important to keep in mind if you plant 
brushpiles.  In a cove or area with no docks, lay-
downs, trees, or weeds, your brushpile becomes 
about the only game in town and will likely be a 
bass magnet.  Drop it in the middle of a big weed 
patch or stump flat and you’re often just adding to 
the haystack in which the needle (bass) resides.
  Fishing isolated cover is pretty simple.  I start 
off probing the edges of the cover with a mov-
ing bait and try to catch active fish before they 
know I’m there.  Square bill cranks like a Lucky 
Craft 1.5 trigger a ton of strikes as they deflect 
off of limbs, posts, or grass in the shallows, or 
switch to the 1.5DD version of the same bait if 

The Texas Tackle, Hunting, & Boat Show (Continued from Page 1-A)

ucts and entertainment.  We have booked tons 
of pros and attractions for our 2014 show.  
  Our Headliner for Sun Jan 12th, 2014 is Fish-
ing Legend Jimmy Houston.  Jimmy will be do-
ing a seminar on the seminar stage Sunday at 
11a.m. followed by a Meet & Greet from 12p-2p.m.  
  FISHERMEN, come listen and learn from our 
great lineup of World’s famous Pro fishermen, 
like Bassmaster’s Pros Brent Chapman Fri 6-8p 
& Sat 10a-2p, Mike Iaconelli Friday TBD, Alton 
Jones Sat 11a-4pm, 2-time Crappie Tour Cham-
pion Todd Huckabee, Cat Fish Legend Danny 
King, Chuck Justice Trophy Bass Guide, and many 
more.  Check our seminar schedule for full details 
online at www.texastackleandhuntingshow.com.
  HUNTERS, see legendary archer Frank Addington 
perform his “Aspirin Buster Archery Show” where 
Frank will shoot an aspirin out of the air with his 
bow from behind his back.  See the Worlds Outstand-
ing Whitetail Kings Display with some of the larg-
est deer ever recorded. Listen to hunting pro Harry 
Wood share how to find monster elk and mule deer 
in the Midwest.     Bring your deer mounts or antlers 
out for Boone & Crockett/Pope & Young official free 
scoring and display on our Big Buck Wall for your 
chance at cash prizes by the People’s Choice Contest.   

  FAMILIES, watch Ja-
son Reynolds and his 
Fetch-n-Fish’s High 
Flyin’ Retrievers Dog 
Show off his Bass Tub.  
Watch Bob Steele’s, 
Great Bear Show, with 
his fully trained grizzly 
bears.  Bring the kids 
to the Army Bass An-
gler’s Kids Fishing Pond 
where every kid is guar-
anteed to catch a fish.  
Listen to Cody Ryan, 
The Outdoor Zone Aus-
tin Radio, will be doing 
seminars on youth out-
door education.  Tons of 
other fun things for the 
kids like paintball shoot-
ing, mechanical bull rid-
ing, and bungee bounces.
  See boats like Skee-
ter, BassCat, Legend, 
Ranger, Triton, Phoenix, 
Express, SeaArk, as well 

as kayaks, hunting boats, 
and atv’s.  Get great deals 
on Coleman camping 
and outdoor equipment.  
Come book guides and 
outfitters from places 
around the world. Trade, 
sell, and get appraisals 
on antique lures.  Pur-
chase guns, knives and 
ammo, and get great 
discounts on hunting 
supplies and apparel.    
  Friday Night is Kids 
Night!  Jan 10th at 
6:00pm kick off kid’s 
night where the first 500 
kids will get free prod-
ucts from participat-
ing companies. Go on a 
scavenger hunt and look 
for the Red Balloons! 
Kids night tickets will 
be handed out starting 
at 6:00pm, so Don’t Be 
Late!  Remember to take 
your kids fishing at the 

show.  Kids are the future of the great out-
doors, so bring them to the show to experience 
and learn what fishing and hunting is all about. 
  Saturday is the “Red Balloon” sale. Get the best 
deals of the whole year through 5 minute red bal-
loon specials from participating vendors. We will 
have red balloons at specific booth locations for 
show special sales that will only be found dur-
ing that time under the red balloons.  Come buy 
all your tackle supplies for the upcoming seasons!
  Sunday is our Super Savings Day where every vendor 
will have even more discounted items in hopes to sell 
more of their inventory before closing at 5pm.  Ask for 
discounts and don’t miss out on all the special prices.  
Jimmy Houston, our headliner, will be finishing up our 
show with a meet & greet at 12pm on the seminar stage.  
SHOW TIMES are: Friday Jan 10th Noon-9pm, Satur-
day Jan 11th 10am-8pm, Sunday Jan 12th 10am-5pm
  If you only go to one show this year, this is it!  
Don’t miss out on all the giveaways, great deals, 
and family fun. Buy your tickets at the door.
  The Texas Tackle, Hunting, & Boat Show is 
brought to you by Montgomery Productions and 
EzAngler.com  – “Minds shaped by Nature”
www.texastackleandhuntingshow.com or Call 
(918) 343-4868 or 918-520-9256 for more info or 
email us at montgomeryproductions@yahoo.com.
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

 14kt Yellow Gold Bass           10kt Yellow Gold Duck           10kt Yellow Gold Elk

14kt Yellow Gold Reel           14kt Yellow Gold Buck              14kt Yellow Gold
                                                                                                       Boat  Propeller

10kt Yellow Gold 
GolfBag Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold 
Walleye  Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold Water 
Ski Pendant           

We Pay Cash For Scrap Gold & Silver

INSTANT
CASH

INSTANT
CASH

North Texas Gold and Silver Exchange
Located in Diamonds-N-Designs

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"
1402 Mockingbird Lane, Ste. 7 • Sulphur Springs, Texas

903-885-1118
Shop On Line:  

www.diamonds-n-designs.com

Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

November Bassin on the Fork

Fish Friendly 
Practice CPR

By John Tanner

  Fall is here and the bass are moving. This 
time of year the bass are right in the middle 
of the fall feeding frenzy and boy can it be a 
blast. There are all kinds of ways to catch those 
Lake Fork lunkers during this time so you can 
usually fish your strengths and do well. Shal-
low or deep, either way can be good. A lot of 
the bigger fish we catch all year long seem to 
bite in November. Some shallow and some 
deep, so it is kind of a tossup day to day.
  There are usually a good number of fish that 
show up out deep at the mouths of the creeks 
and on some of the main lake offshore struc-
ture. These fish are feeding on shad with 
the bigger bass feeding on shad and yellow 

bass. Carolina rigged Berkley Havoc Bot-
tom Hoppers and Berkley Hollow Belly 
swimbaits rigged on one ounce jig heads or 
an A-rig are good choices on the deep fish.
  The shallow fish usually are feeding on shad 
pretty heavy and will follow them just about 
anywhere they go. The baitfish usually wind up 
in some of the main lake pockets and the backs 
of some of the major creeks. The bass will set 
up in ambush points along the way. Grass lines 
close to deep water in the area, points, chan-
nel bends and tree lines are all good places 
to fish for fall fishing. On the grass beds try 
bigger topwaters like the Sebile Slim Stick.
  Frog fishing can be awesome this time of year 
as well so I would go with the Ribbit by Stanley. 
Speaking of Stanley, it’s hard to beat a white 
Stanley Vibra Shaft spinnerbait this time of year. 
Chatterbaits with a Berkley Havoc Sub Woofer 
for a trailer is a big bass killer and for the stumps 
always flip the Berkley Chigger Craw and they 
have a new larger 5 inch size for the big bite! Fall 
fishing is some of the best of the year so come 
on out to Lake Fork and catch you a trophy bass.
  Crappie fishing is awesome here in the 
fall and winter months. We also offer crap-
pie trips so if you want to go catch a lim-
it of those tasty morsels, give us a ring.

  Thank you for reading this article and hopefully it 
will help you catch more and bigger bass this fall.
  If you would like to book a big bass or crap-
pie trip, give us a ring a 903-569-7451 or check 
us out on the web at www.lakeforkbassguide.
com or at www.tanneroutdoors.com. Click 
on the trip info page and be sure to check 
out the cool fishing videos and photo page. 
Come have a blast with us here on Lake Fork.
  Please pray for our country. Also pray for our 

troops and their fami-
lies as they put it on the 
line for our freedom 
everyday. Good fishing 
and God Bless! Read 
John 3:16. Got Jesus?     
  John Tanner is a 
professional resident 
fishing guide on Lake 
Fork. He has been fish-
ing Lake Fork since 
1982. John is profes-
sionally sponsored by 
Ranger Boats, Ranger 
Trail Trailers, Mercu-
ry, International Pre-
cious Metals, Minn 
Kota Trolling Motors, 
Lowrance Electronics, 
Navionics, Berkley, 
ABU Garcia, All Star 
Rods, Tru Tungsten, 
Hambys Beach Bum-
pers, Mustad Hooks, 
Talon Lures, BTS Line 
and Lure, Diamond 
Sports Marine and 
Oakley Sunglasses.

5 Piece Dinette Sets
Starting At $299

Big Storewide Savings on Name Brands 

316 Broad St. • Mineola, TX.  
(903) 569-2506

Robinson's Furniture

All Finishes
Oak * Cherry * Maple * Metal

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ashley * Coaster * Crafton 
* Steve Silver

Standard * Orleans

Bring In This Ad In The Month of 
November....Pay No Sales Tax
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Sponsored by: Ranger Boats, Ranger Trail Trailers, Mercury, International Precious Metals, Minn Kota Troll-
ing Motors & Chargers, Berkley, ABU Garcia, Humminbird Electronics, Talon Lures & shallow water anchor, 
Lake Caster, All Star Rods, Hambys Beach Bumpers, Mustad Hooks, Affordable Tungsten, Diamond Sports 
Marine, Oakley Sunglasses. 

Fishing Fork Since 1982

JOHN TANNER'S
LAKE FORK

GUIDE SERVICE
 www.lakeforkbassguide.com

1-903-569-7451
E-mail:

      tanner@lakeforkbassguide.com

(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 
Plenty of Parking  

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

their baits without being hindered by the wind 
and waves. This explained smaller weights 
recorded at the scales on the first day. Only 
three bass over the Lake Fork 24” slot were 
weighed in during the course of the tourna-
ment and these were brought to the scales in the 
first three hourly weigh-ins of the second day. 
More than a few anglers reported their hearts 
being broken by bass that didn’t quite reach the 
24-inch mark or exceeded the 16-inch mark.
  The winning bass under the slot was weighed 
in during the 10 o’clock hour of the second day. 
Peter Cherkas of Des Moines, Iowa brought 
his catch weighing 2.67-pounds to the scale in 
hopes that it would hold up for the grand prize 
for the heaviest bass under 16-inches. “My dad 
and I have fished a couple of the Berkley tour-
naments, but this year I got to fish with my fi-
ancé and this was her first tournament,” said 
Peter. Peter caught his prize winner on a Berk-
ley Flicker Shad clear with a black back crank 
bait. “I only caught three bass during the tour-
nament but one of them was the right fish,” he 
said. His fish  held up as the heaviest bass un-
der the slot winning him not only the 2nd Place 
check of $400 for the hour but also a Skeeter 
ZX 190 powered by a Yamaha 150, Hummin-
bird Electronics and Minn Kota trolling motor. 
  The heaviest bass over the slot was caught 
by Randy Hooker of Nevada, Texas weighing 

8.58-pounds. “I think I have fished in all of 
the Berkley Big Bass tournaments,” he com-
mented. “I didn’t get to fish Saturday at all, 
and it was tough fishing Sunday. My target-
ed spots were grassy areas with  drop-offs to 
deeper water nearby. The fish would move up 
to feed in the shallows, then go back out to the 
deeper water.” Randy caught his winning bass 
on a stripped down buzz bait that he had put 
a Berkley black & blue skirt on and dyed the 
head chartreuse using a slow retrieve method, 
just barely keeping it on the surface.  His catch 
won him $500 in the hour and the grand prize 
of a 2013 Skeeter ZX 200 powered by a Ya-
maha 200 SHO, and equipped with  Hummin-
bird Electronics and Minn Kota trolling motor.  
  Andrew Marks of Berkley addressed the crowd 
before the presentation of the checks and prizes, 
and thanked everyone for their continued sup-
port of this event and for choosing Berkley/
Sebile products for their fishing needs. Marks 
stated,” This event is always a learning experi-
ence for us. The feedback we receive helps us 
with product development, research and mar-
keting. It also gives us a clearer idea of what 
our customers want from Berkley in the future. 
We look forward to seeing everyone next year.” 
  Highlights of the tournament will be recapped 
on the WFN Network. For show times, fol-
low the WFN link on www.BassChamps.com.

Haden Sickles from Sulphur Springs and 
a member of the Lake Fork Texas Trails 
Bassmasters won in a couple of hours. He tied 
for 2nd place in the hour with this 2.36-lb. bass 
and weighed in another in the 2 o’clock hour 
on Sunday that weighed 2.02-lbs. winning him 
an 8th place check.

13 Steps to Catching a 13-pound Bass (Continued from Page 11-A)

3.  If  you do not have an 
oxygenation system in-
stalled in your livewell, 
get one. Instructions on 
how to do it yourself can 
be found at http://www.
slideshare.net/ramin-
landfish/livewell-oxy-
gen-injection-8773301. 
Oxygenation is espe-
cially important during 
warm weather and tour-

naments, when bass may 
be held for several hours. 
4.  Don’t have a livewell? 
You can use the infor-
mation in step 3 to rig a 
large ice chest. Bass do 
not respond well to be-
ing dragged across a 
lake on a stringer. Re-
member that a 13-pound 
bass will probably be 
at least 24 inches long. 

5.  Get a rubber net. 
These are much kinder to 
fish than nets with knot-
ted construction. Abra-
sions make a fish more 
vulnerable to infections. 
6.  Get a scale and check 
its accuracy using a 
known weight. (A five-
pound sack of flour or 
sugar and a gallon of 
water in a plastic gro-

cery bag should weigh 
about 13.5 pounds.) This 
can save much time and 
frustration trying to find 
a place to weigh a fish. 
7.  Review the procedure 
for handling and car-
ing for big bass at http://
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
spdest/visitorcenters/
tffc/sharelunker/handle/. 
8.  Know the locations 
of official ShareLunker 
weigh and holding sta-
tions (http://www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/spdest/visitor-
centers/tffc/sharelunker/
holding/). These places 
have certified scales for 
weighing your fish, a spe-
cially equipped tank for 
holding it, and personnel 
who have been trained by 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department fisheries bi-
ologists on how to care 
for big bass. Taking your 
fish to one of these sta-
tions, if one is nearby, is 

perhaps the single most 
important thing you can 
do to insure its survival. 
9.  Expect to catch a 
lunker. Many lunkers are 
caught by people who 
just went fishing and did 
not expect to hook a tro-
phy bass, and they didn’t 
have a net, or didn’t fill 
their livewell, or didn’t 
have a scale or know 
where to take a fish to 
have it weighed. Any time 
you fish in Texas, you 
have a chance to catch a 
13-pound or bigger bass. 
Act like a Boy Scout. 
Expect the unexpected. 
10.  Buy a fishing license 
and know the regulations 
for the body of water you 
fish. Some big bass have 
not been accepted into 
the ShareLunker program 
because they were not 
legally caught. The first 
thing the TPWD employ-
ee does when picking up 
a fish is check the condi-

tion of the fish. The sec-
ond is to ask to see your 
fishing license. Have one. 
11.  It’s best to use a rub-
ber net to land a fish, but 
if you must lip it, take 
care not to suspend the 
fish’s weight from its 
jaw. This can break the 
jaw and make it impos-
sible for the fish to feed. 
Grip the fish’s mouth 
firmly with one hand and 
its tail with the other, and 
handle it as little as pos-
sible to avoid damaging 
its protective slime coat. 
12.  Treat the fish with 
respect after catching it. 
Quickly take photos of 
yourself with the fish, and 
then leave it alone. Don’t 
let others handle the fish 
and have their picture 
taken with it. It’s your 
fish. You want it to live to 
go back into the lake. The 
process starts with you. 

13. Go fishing. 
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

We Will Float your Boat With "Big Savings"!
NOW IN THEIR 19TH YEAR OF BUSINESS STILL  OFFERING  "SERVICE" FIRST!

Service Marine on Lake Fork

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909 visit us online at:

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

"Be Ready For Big Fun On The Water!"

Nissan

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole 
you can stop your 
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 
touch of a button 
and keep your 
boat securely in 
place, even in 
heavy wind and 
current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Nissan

AUTHORIZED DEALER
Sales * Installation
Easy Step System

100% American Made by Texans
Getting In & Out of your boat

made EASY!!!

• CAPACITY RATING 400 lbs.

8th Annual Berkley Big Bass Tournament on Lake Fork

Russell Oliphant from Altus, OK., won the 8 
o’clock hour with this 6.69-lb. bass and had the 
lead for an hour for big bass over the slot.

Don Whisenhunt from Winthrop, AR., won the 
9 o’clock hour with this7.17-lb. bass and had 
the lead for an hour for big bass over the slot.

By Don Hampton

  The 8th Annual Berk-
ley Big Bass Tourna-
ment presented by Bass 

Champs, Inc. was held 
on Lake Fork at Lake 
Fork Marina on Octo-
ber 19th and 20th. Ten 
places per hour for the 
two days of the tour-
nament were paid for 

the heaviest bass weighed in during each hour. 
For the angler catching the heaviest bass over 
the 24” inch slot that angler was guaranteed to 
be taking home the  grand prize of a 2013 Skee-
ter ZX 200 powered by a Yamaha 200 SHO, 
equipped with  Humminbird Electronics and 
Minn Kota trolling motor. For the heaviest bass 
under the 16” slot the winner would be acquir-
ing a 2013 Skeeter SX 190 powered by a Yamaha 
150, equipped with Humminbird Electronics and 
Minn Kota trolling motor. The tournament drew
over 800 anglers to Lake Fork to compete with some 
anglers coming from as far away as Ohio and Iowa.
  Chad Potts, President of Bass Champs, Inc.  
stated, “I’m excited to see this event continu-
ing to grow each year. I was a little concerned 
about the participation heading into the week-
end because of the threat of severe weather. 
However, we ended up avoiding the bad storms, 
and had a great turnout again.” Potts contin-
ued, “I would like to thank Berkley for their 
continued support of this event and grass roots 
tournament anglers. They are a great partner.”
  Berkley baits made a great showing on Lake 
Fork but so did Mother Nature. Anglers were fac-
ing high winds and white caps on the first day of 
the tournament and a dense fog  bank but nicer 
weather on the second day of competion. This 

became quite evident 
when the large bass this 
reservoir is known for 
did not show up at the 
scales on the first day 
and only three on the 
second day. Anglers 
were not able to fish the 
main points and deep 
structure of the open 

lake without being 
tossed on the first day. 
Many of the fishermen 
reported choosing a 
wind blocked cove in 
hopes of finding the 
larger bass moving up 
and being able to work 
(Continued on next page)

Mothers Against Drunk  Drivers  Applauds  Texas 
Game Wardens (Continued from Page 10-A)

over  our  s ta te .”
  Texas  Pa rks  and 
Wi ld l i f e  Depar t -
men t ’s  Law En-
fo rcemen t  Di -
v i s ion  was  a l so 
honored  du r ing 
the  ce remony  as 
one  o f  f ive  agen-
c i e s  t o  r ece ive  the 
DWI  Enfo rcemen t 

Agency  Award .
  “Th i s  award  t ru ly 
embod ies  the  sp i r-
i t  o f  each  Game 
Warden  ac ross  the 
s t a t e  t h rough  the i r 
ded ica t ed  se rv ic -
e s  and  e ffo r t s  t o 
s top  d runk  d r iv ing 
and  d runk  boa t ing 
eve ry  day  ac ross 

th i s  g rea t  s t a t e” , 
s a id  Cody  Jones , 
Ass t .  Command-
e r  and  Boa t ing 
Law Admin i s t r a -
to r  w i th  TPWD’s 
l aw en fo rce -
men t  d iv i s ion .

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All New Ranger Aluminum Line
Now In Stock

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Lake Country Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Telebanking (877) 240-9761

Welcome All Anglers
And Visitors
To Lake Fork

Happy Thanksgiving

www.wcnbquitman.com

the isolated cover is in 4’- 9’.  If the bass are feed-
ing up on shad more than chasing near the bot-
tom, a 3/8 oz bladed jig with a Live Magic Shad 
trailer tends to catch big fish that have become 
conditioned to so many spinnerbaits over the 
years.  If it’s 8’ deep or less, I drop my Power 
Poles and make repeated casts from a distance.  
  After I’m convinced I’ve caught all the chas-
ers, I’ll quietly drift in a bit closer and drop my 
Poles again, staying back as far as I can while 
still presenting a roll cast with very little splash.  

Jigs will certainly catch fish from these spots, 
but Texas rigged creature baits are more weed-
less, with less risk of ruining the spot by snag-
ging.  For bigger bass and on active days, a 3/8 
oz bullet weight with a Lake Fork Craw Tube 
is my favorite to fling around.  If the fish are 
smaller or the bite is tough, I’ll drop down to a 
smaller Texas rigged Baby Fork Creature or Hy-
per Stick with a 1/8 to ¼ oz bullet weight and 
slowly probe every square inch of their hideout.
  Again, I can’t emphasize enough how fish tend 

to stack up on isolated 
cover and you can reg-
ularly catch multiple 
good fish from one 
little spot if you stay 
away and keep quiet.  
Long, accurate casts to 
key areas of the cover 
without snagging are 
the key to maximizing 
your catch.  Roll casts 
with long rods allow 
the splashless entry of a 
pitch, yet from a much 
farther distance, espe-
cially with long rods.  
I’ve found the Dobyns 
7’3” lineup of Savvy or 

Champion rods to be perfect for moving baits like 
cranks and chatterbaits, while their ultrasensitive 
7’4” Extreme models precisely cast Texas rigs 
and still deliver great feel from long distances.       
  In fishing, less is often more.  Try some iso-
lated cover on your next trip and you might just 
find a herd of lunkers hanging out there.   For 
more fish catching tips, check out my web-
site www.LakeForkGuideTrips.com, or fol-
low me at www.facebook.com/tomredington-
fishing and www.twitter.com/Tom_Redington.  
  Tom Redington is a FLW Tour pro, host of 
TV’s “Big Bass Battle” & a bass guide on 
Lake Fork.  To make the most of your experi-
ence in the outdoors, he recommends the Boy 
Scouts of America, Lake Fork Trophy Lures, 
Dobyns Rods, Ranger Boats, Mercury Out-
boards, Diamond Sports Marine, Lucky Craft, 
Costa Sunglasses, Lowrance, & Power Poles.   
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Bubba Thinks Everyday Should Be Thanksgiving
By Don J.  Hampton

  The four  most  important  things in 
Bubba’s  l i fe  are  God,  family,  country 
and of  course,  f ishing.  Imagine the las t 
one!!  I  know this  to  be t rue because I 
have seen a  s ign in  his  house that  reads 
“Fishing isn’t  a  mat ter  of  l i fe  or  death, 
i t  i s  much more important  than that!” 
Bubba doesn’t  f ish to  l ive,  he l ives  to 
f ish!   According to  Bubba that  is  the or-
der  of  importance in  his  l i fe .  The way 
he feels ,  i f  he  loves the f i rs t  three with 
al l  his  hear t  and unwavering dedica-
t ion,  f ishing is  a l lowed.  Always,  no mat-
ter  how strong the desire  to  be on the 
lake,  the f i rs t  three always come f i rs t .
  In  most  everyday s i tuat ions,  i f  you 
asked Bubba what  he would do,  un-
less  extremely ser ious,  he would say, 
“Have a  BBQ, dr ink a  few beers  and 
celebrate  l i fe .”  I f  i t  were a  semi-ser i-
ous s i tuat ion he would counsel  you…
say something l ike,  “Go f ishing,  re lax, 
give i t  some thought  and the answer 
wil l  come to  you!” In matters  of  ex-
t reme importance he has  only one an-
swer,  “Trust  in  God and country,  for  the 
Lord helps  those who help themselves!” 
This  is  probably the best  answer any-
one could apply to  any given s i tuat ion.

  Bubbet te  has  told Bubba many t imes 
that  he does have a  way at  t imes of  be-
ing painful ly  honest .  Just  recent ly  in  a 
conversat ion he was having with another 
fe l low f isherman he remarked,   “I  love 
al l  bodies  of  water  except  those darn 
pi ty  puddles .  A lot  of  people  swim in 
them but  nothing can survive in  them. 
They are  a lways f i l led with self  re-
morse and pi ty.  People  s ink into them 
and expect  others  to  pul l  them out .  At 
that  t ime they qui t  helping themselves 
and just  become dependent .”  To my way 
of  thinking this  was the most  profound 
s ta tement  I  had ever  heard from Bubba. 
  Bubba has  a  way of  comparing l i fe  and 
s i tuat ions with f ishing.  He proved this 
to  me by adding,  “The only thing you 
can catch from a pi ty  puddle  is  blame. 
People  that  swim in them want  to  blame 
everyone and everything in  l i fe  for  their 
problems.  What  people  in  these puddles 
need to  do is  take swimming lessons or 
grab their  ears  and pul l  themselves  out .” 
(Well ,  that  is  not  qui te  how Bubba said 
i t ,  but  you get  my dr i f t ! )  Bubba opened 
my eyes that  day and gave me some food 
for  thought  that  nourished the spir i t .
  I  bel ieve in  Bubba’s  way of  thinking.  I f 
more people  did,  the enjoyment  of  l iving 
would be ever  present .  This  shines  in 

Bubba’s  l i fe  everyday.  Whenever  you see 
him he has  a  smile  and happiness  to  share . 
As a  mat ter  of  fact ,  sometimes he smiles 
so much people  wonder  what  he’s  up to!
  To Bubba l i fe  is  not  a  mystery that  he 
has  to  go in  search for  the answer,  i t  i s 
a  gif t .  Every morning when he opens his 
eyes  for  another  day,  i t  i s  Thanksgiving 
and he is  thankful  for  the gif t  of  l i fe .
  Maybe we al l  should make 
“Thanksgiving” an everyday r i t -
ual .  “That’s  what  Bubba does!”
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BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK HOME without the waterfront 
price. Home is not waterfront but includes a waterfront 
leaseback with 86 ft of lake frontage. Can build pier or boat 
dock for personal use. Impeccably maintained home sits on 
shady,  treed lot. 3BR 2BA 1832 sf with plenty of upgrades. 
12x29 storage , plus EZ GO electric golf cart. Across from 
Land’s End Golf Club. $199,000.

NEW HOME ON 5.1 ACRES. Barely lived in for 6 months. Beautiful custom 
work, approximately 12 ft. ceilings in living & dining. Formal dining area 
has wood floors, living area has tile with stone fireplace. Open kitchen/
living area with breakfast bar and breakfast room. Kitchen has granite 
counters, tile backsplash, beautiful cabinetry, stainless appliances. Large 
master bedroom with laminate wood floors, tray ceiling. Master bath has 
double lavatories, separate tub and shower, large walk-in closet. On op-
posite of home are 2 bedrooms with laminate floors, separated by bath. 
2-car garage and sprinkler system. Sitting on 5.1 acres, there is room for 
a small man-made pond. Property is on a county-maintained road. A nice, 
new place in the country. $224,000

5 ACRES WITH SMALL HOME. Some beauti-
ful acreage on this property. Home is older and 
has original hardwood floors that are in good 
shape. Two bedrooms, one bath, good-sized liv-
ing area, kitchen and small eating area. Utility 
room is in separate outside. There is a small 
3-car carport. There is an easement road into 
the property and the 5 acres will have to be 
surveyed out of a larger tract. $42,000

AFFORDABLE LAKE FORK WATERFRFONT HOME has 
great lake views from screened porch that spans across the 
back of home. Features include large living room with wood 
burning stove, Berber carpet, triple pane windows and large 
bedrooms. Property has fruit trees and lots of mature shade 
trees. It also has 2 workshops to store all equipment. Public 
boat ramp across the road at Rainswood Marina. $154,900.

BEAUTIFUL SETTING on 2.72 acres, This 3BR 2BA, with 
2360 sf of living space has 2 living areas, separate office, 
large utility room, open kitchen, dining and living area, wood 
burning fireplace, plus a large sunroom to take advantage 
of the gorgeous treed property.  Also there is a shop/storage 
building. Near Lake Fork, this property gives you the op-
portunity to live within 2 miles of a public boat ramp and 
fishing, but not have to pay the waterfront price.  $149,000.

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Priced at $450,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Asking only $625,000

RESTAURANT, SMOKEHOUSE ON LAKE FORK. Seats approxi-
mately 84 with plenty of parking. The property sits on 2.7 acres with 
leaseback and old boat ramp to Lake Fork. This location has lots 
of potential. Nicely decorated in rustic décor. Fully equipped, clean 
kitchen, walk-in coolers, freezers, 2-smokers. Commercial septic, 
fully approved. Great location on Hwy 154, approximately 3500 
cars per day travel this road. Located right on Lake Fork where 
there are many tournaments, weekend and holiday fishermen. . Area 
has a large retirement community. This is a great opportunity. just 
walk-in and start serving. $145,000 

LAKE FORK WATERFRONT built for entertaining 
with an inside hot-tub, concrete patio, screened porch. 
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath log home is  a perfect lake home 
getaway. Set back in the woods, nicely landscaped, small 
pond in front, 2-car attached garage, concrete parking 
area. Private boat dock and neighborhood boat ramp. 
There is a loft with with inside circle stairway and an 
outside entry. Reduced $249,900.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com
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Heaven must have needed another angler because they took one on Oc-
tober 19th. Albert Jordan owner of Coffee Creek Marina on Lake Fork 
passed away. Albert had been a longtime member of the Lake Fork 
Texas Trails Bassmasters, on the Board of Directors for The Wish to 
Fish Foundation and their pontoon captain, and had served in the past 
as a Director for the Lake Fork Sportsman Association. He loved Lake 
Fork , worked for Lake Fork and was a truly great friend. He is already 
dearly missed.

Randy Hooker from Nevada, Texas caught this nice 8.58-pound hawg 
fishing the 8th Annual Berkley Tournament on Lake Fork. For his ef-
forts he won $500 in cash and a new 2013 Skeeter ZX200 powered by a 
Yamaha 200 SHO, equipped with Humminbird Electronics and a Minn 
Kota trolling motor. (Fisherman’s Guide Photo by Sue Hampton)

Peter Cherkas of Des Moines, Iowa won heaviest bass under the slot with 
this 2.67-pound bass in the Berkley Tournament winning $400 in hourly 
cash and a Skeeter ZX 190 powered by a 150 motor. See Story on Page 
4-A. (Fisherman’s Guide Photo by Sue Hampton)

10th    Annual 
Legend of Lake Fork 

big bass tournament
ALL BOATS, MAKES, MODELS WELCOME

May 16, 17, 18, 2014
$300,000 Guaranteed In Cash & Prizes

Benefiting “The Wish To Fish Foundation” Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy 17N

For More Information Call: 903-383-7748 or Email: fishnews@lakefork.net

7 Places Paid Per Hour ~ 8 Hours Per Day • Grand Prizes Include
Four (4) Legend Bass Boats, Powered by Mercury, MotorGuide, Lowrance Electronics. 

To Be Awarded For:
2 for the 2 Heaviest Bass Over The Slot, 1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot, 

1 for Draw Boat (Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)
The Texas Tackle, Hunting, & Boat Show is 
coming…  January 10-12th, 2014 Mesquite 
Convention Center & Mesquite Rodeo Arena 
  The Texas Tackle, 
Hunting and Boat 
Show is proud to bring 
the BIGGEST fishing 
and hunting event ever 
in the central United 
States.  The Show will 
be held at the Mesquite 

Convention Center 
& Rodeo Arena, with 
all free parking.  This 
event will have more 
outdoor related sports 
exhibitors than any 
show in Texas, more 
bulk tackle than any 

show in the U.S., and 
thousands of items dis-
counted below whole-
sale prices.  We mar-
ket to all genders and 
ages through our prod-
(See The Texas Tackle.....
   Continued on Page 7-A)


