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“The Fisherman’s Guide News” would like to 
welcome our newest writer, David Ozio to our 
staff. With David’s expertize and experience of 
bass fishing we are sure he will bring new in-
sights on catching that Lake Fork lunker of a 
lifetime.

Marty Snyder  and Jackie Albin from Tightwad, Missouri won the Crap-
pie Masters National Qualifier, One Day, One Pole Ultimate Challenge 
Tournament held on Lake Fork, March 15, with a total 7-fish stringer 
weight of 15.83-lbs. and winning them 1st Place prize money of $3,200. 
This was their first time to fish on Lake Fork. Jackie is the inventor of 
the “Stump Jumper”.

10th  Annual Legend of Lake Fork 
Big Bass Tournament May 16, 17, 18
By Don Hampton

  There is going to be one lucky angler to take 
home a new 2014 Legend bass boat simply 
because their entry to the 10th Annual Leg-
end of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament was 
postmarked or received before April 30th.
  Anglers should not be discouraged if they did 
not get their entries in early. There are still 3 more 
Legend bass boats to be given away and 7 plac-
es paid each hour of this three day tournament. 
First place each hour with heavy bass will receive 

$500, second place 
$400, third place $300, 
fourth place $200, fifth 
place $175, sixth place 
$150 and the first one 
knocked out of sixth 
place will receive a 
$100 gift card or cer-
tificate from our spon-
sors. For the first angler 
that catches an exact 
10-pound bass, that 
angler will take home 
a Kubota RTV-X1120, 
from our sponsors at 
Alba & Pittsburg Trac-
tor, valued at $17,178.    
  Anglers do not have 
to have a Legend boat 
to participate in the 
tournament. There will 
be boats of all makes 
and models compet-
ing in the tournament. 
For the anglers that 
miss the early entry 
you can enter the tour-
nament at tournament 
headquarters begin-
ning on May 15, 2014. 
No checks will be ac-
cepted at that time. To 
enter at the tournament 
headquarters, hours 
will be Thursday, May 
15th from 2 p.m. until 
10 p.m., Friday, May 
16th from 5 a.m. un-
til 6 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake 
Fork Open Tournament April 12

(See 10th Annual......
     Continued on Page 4-A)

By Don Hampton

  The Texas Trails 
Bassmasters of Lake 
Fork bass club will 
be holding their 28th 
Semi-Annual Open 
Bass Tournament on 
April 12th, hosted 
by Oak Ridge Ma-
rina on Hwy. 154.
  This progressive bass 
club is active in the 
Wish to Fish Founda-
tion and Wood County 

Kid Fish each year, 
and would like to in-
vite everyone to come 
out and fish with them.
  This is a fund raiser 
tournament for the 
club that assists them 
in their youth, conser-
vation, social and club 
functions. This is one 
club that truly sup-
ports, promotes, and 
protects Lake Fork. All 
of the directors on the 
board of “The Wish to 

Fish Foundation” are 
members of this club.
  You will help with 
your support by com-
ing out on April 12th 
and fishing their open 
tournament. Fishing 
Hours will be from 6 
a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 
All contestants must be 
in line by 3:30 official 
time. It is an individual 
heavy stringer tourna-

(See Texas Trails......
 Continued on Page 7-A) 
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What does Bubba dream about?
By: Don Hampton

  It wouldn’t take a dream expert to analyze Bub-
ba’s dreams. For those of us that know him it would 
not be difficult to guess just what he dreams about.          
  In his younger years he will admit he dreamed 
about the “Budweiser Girls and the “Dal-
las Cheerleaders”, but that was before meet-
ing Bubbette the love of his dreams. Now in 
what he refers to as his “Golden Years”, Bub-
ba’s dreams consist mainly of drinking Bud-
weiser and fishing 79 miles this side of Dallas.
  Now when I refer to Bubba’s dreaming, 
this doesn’t mean he is always asleep. This 
man’s daydreams can put Rip VanWinkle to 
shame. He can be driving his truck or speed-
ing across the lake to get to one of his hon-
ey holes and just have a doosie of a dream.
  A couple of times, with the fear factor pres-
ent, I’ve had to arouse him. When I’ve 
asked him where he was at he would reply, 
“Oh, I was just having a little daydream!”
  Bubba has shared some of his dreams with 
me and believe me that man has a vivid imagi-
nation. The best thing about Bubba’s dreams 
though is that no one ever gets hurt and evi-
dently they bring him a lot of enjoyment.
  One of his favorites and he insists it might come 
true because it is a reoccurring dream is that 
he fishes his way to the Bassmasters and wins.
  That is not so far fetched. Many anglers dream 
of that, but Bubba’s dreams go in depth far be-

yond that point. In his dream he beats everyone 
in the competition by 20 pounds per day and at 
the end of the tournament all the pros want his 
autograph and insist he give them tips on his 
fishing expertise. I told him I didn’t think he 
would ever be able to do that with a Zebco 33. 
(I can’t tell you what he told me on that one.)
  My favorite one he has shared with me is him 
catching the new world record largemouth bass. 
He has even seen this one tilt the scales at 28.62 
pounds. That is doing some mighty powerful 
dreaming. In this dream he even picks up spon-
sors and does television commercials. Can you 
imagine Bubba doing a Fruit of the Loom com-
mercial? In case this dream does come true I 
want to be around for this one. Bubba has been 
practicing the American Express commercial. It 
doesn’t quite sound like any I’ve ever heard, but 
who knows we might have to give him credit.
  Bubba’s version goes like this: “Howdy you 
all! You and yours probably don’t have a clue 
as to who I are, that’s why I carry this here plas-
tic thang! People may not recognize me in my 
fishing gear at the rib house or at the chicken 
fried steak place, which’s why I carry this thang. 
Whether on the pond or on a lake, make no 
mistake, you present this and you can get a rib 
or steak! Don’t leave your shack without it!”
  Now if you saw this, wouldn’t it just make you 
want to go out and extend your credit rating.
  With all dreams there comes the scary ones and 
Bubba has a few of those. His consists of want-

ing to go fishing and not being able to find his 
boat, not being able to find the lake, Bubbette 
selling all his fishing stuff at one of her garage 
sales, and the “Dallas Cheerleaders” and the 
“Budweiser Girls” all wanting to go fishing with 
him. (Well okay, maybe not the last one. I just 
wanted to see what Bubbette would do to him.)
  To top all of this off someone made the mis-
take of sharing with Bubba a superstitious say-
ing. Bubba being a country boy and believ-
ing somewhat in superstition isn’t taking any 
chances. This individual told Bubba that if 
you have a dream and tell it to someone before 
having breakfast that dream will come true. 
Now when Bubbette tells him to shut-up and 
go back to sleep, he gets on the phone to his 
friends to tell them of fishing the Bassmasters 
or making an American Express commercial.
  So, if you meet Bubba, don’t give him your telephone 
number. You just might get a before breakfast call!

Emory, 886 E. Lennon, Hwy 69
888-473-1222  903-473-1222
c21lakecountry@verizon.net

Quitman, 306 S. Main
800-254-7541  903-763-2216

c21lcr@peoplescom.net

Alba/Lake Fork, 5200 FM 515
888-413-5200  903-474-2031

c21lake@verizon.net

century21lakecountryrealty.com
Judy Stroman, Broker     903-850-5082

WOW! WHAT A BEAUTY! Enjoy a luxurious lifestyle here . . . in-ground 
swimming pool, boathouse with lift and fishing area, golf tee off mound, 
detached guest quarters that could be used for a business, den with full 
bath upstairs above garage, ceramic tile floors throughout living areas, 
carpet in bedrooms, sub-zero frig, walk-in pantry, breakfast bar, blonde 
wood, wet bar, office at front, open and split floor plan, master bedroom 
at back with walk-in closet, jetted tub and shower stall, half bath outside 
at patio/pool area, fenced backyard, super great views, fruit tree orchard, 
almond and berry trees, no restrictions! $389,500

GET READY FOR SOME GREAT FISHING! Great area of Lake 
Fork, excellent boathouse w/lift and fishing pier. Good water depth, 
great view. Very comfortable home, good floor plan. Open living, 
kitchen, breakfast bar and room, all w/ fantastic views of Lake Fork. 
Beautiful columned tiled entry, gorgeous custom kitchen, granite coun-
ters, large master opens to patio and hot tub. Master bath with jetted 
tub an separate shower. Office area off kitchen/garage and access to 
master bath. Sit on your covered patio and enjoy morning coffee and 
view. Two-car garage and two-carport. There is a scenic bridge across 
the back. $309,000

CALLING ALL INVESTORS! House has been 
previously rented. Needs lots of work. Good 
opportunity for rental income or to own your 
own home. To be sold “As is, Where is”. Only 
$21,000

EXTRA NICE LAKE FORK WATERFRONT home in small subdivision 
of approx. 21 houses. Home has large entry, living area, formal dining, 
heated & cooled sun room. Nice kitchen, breakfast bar, utility room with 
pantry. Master bedroom has large walk-in closet. This home is still like 
new, very well maintained. There is a workshop area just off the carport. 
Detached workshop in back yard. Irrigation/sprinkler system is from the 
lake. Boathouse has lift and small storage area.. Subdivision has its own 
boat ramp that is fully useable. Pretty area of Lake Fork, lots of trees, 
dogwoods. $259,000

BEAUTIFUL SETTING on 2.72 acres, This 3BR 2BA, with 
2360 sf of living space has 2 living areas, separate office, 
large utility room, open kitchen, dining and living area, wood 
burning fireplace, plus a large sunroom to take advantage 
of the gorgeous treed property.  Also there is a shop/storage 
building. Near Lake Fork, this property gives you the op-
portunity to live within 2 miles of a public boat ramp and 
fishing, but not have to pay the waterfront price.  $139,000.

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Priced at $450,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Reduced to $525,000

RESTAURANT, SMOKEHOUSE ON LAKE FORK. Seats approxi-
mately 84 with plenty of parking. The property sits on 2.7 acres with 
leaseback and old boat ramp to Lake Fork. This location has lots 
of potential. Nicely decorated in rustic décor. Fully equipped, clean 
kitchen, walk-in coolers, freezers, 2-smokers. Commercial septic, 
fully approved. Great location on Hwy 154, approximately 3500 
cars per day travel this road. Located right on Lake Fork where 
there are many tournaments, weekend and holiday fishermen. . Area 
has a large retirement community. This is a great opportunity. just 
walk-in and start serving. $135,000 

LAKE LYDIA WITH EXCELLENT BOAT HOUSE AND 
SHOP. Home is 1800 sf with 3 BR 2 Bath, concrete drive, 
2-car garage, carport and a 30x30 insulated metal shop 
with overhead door and half bath. Recently redone with 
oak cabinets, solid surface counters, stainless appliances, 
marble back splash and new flooring throughout. Lake 
Lydia is one of Wood Counties best kept secrets, approx. 
80 acre private lake with a lake manager onsite. Enjoy 
your own boathouse with fishing decks.  $179,000.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”

Pending
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All New Ranger Aluminum Line
Now In Stock

Call 903-383-7686
24 HOURS A DAY

FOR HOURS OF OPERATION
& LIVE BAIT AVAILABILITY

PROPANE
BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED

WATERDOGS
NOW AVAILABLE 

LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish                
Minnows for Crappie 

LAKE FORK COUNTRY STORE
HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

IN BUSINESS OVER 27 YEARS SAME LOCATION
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

Friday-Sunday

GOOD
SELECTION

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

staging fish, you can also catch deep bedding 
fish that others can’t see, so deeper sections 
of spawning flats are a key location too.  A 
lightweight Carolina rig, with an 18” leader 
and a ¼ oz weight on 20 lb fluorocarbon line 
is the perfect option for these bass.  Tip your 
Carolina rig with a green pumpkin or water-
melon colored Hyper Stick, or Magic Shad 
and you’ll be set.  The light weight keeps you 
in contact with your bait, yet you still get the 
awesome dying fall of your favorite soft plas-

tic lures that is so successful in the spring.  
Make long casts because spring bass are wary, 
especially the big ones.  The 7’8” Dobyns Ex-
treme DX784C works very well with this rig 
because it’ll make long casts with the small 
sinker and still has plenty of feel and power 
for long distance work.  For areas with lots 
of grass or heavy timber, pitching a 3/8 oz 
MPack jig in green pumpkin/black or water-
melon with a matching Fork Craw into the 
thickest cover will produce some real toads.  

  Finally, shallow 
spawning flats in 
clear water can pro-
duce fantastic fishing 
on windy and over-
cast days.  Big bass 
that are shy of boats 
in shallow water 
will often hold tight 
to their beds while 
spawning or feed ac-

tively before and after spawning on the nasti-
est of days.  Big shallow flats with lots of grass 
are my favorite areas.  For late prespawn and 
spawning fish, soft plastic jerkbaits are my top 
option.  Magic Shads, Live Magic Shads and 
Hyper Sticks rigged weightless Texas style 
and dead-sticked are deadly.  If the bass are 
shy of these bigger baits, a wacky rigged Hy-
per Finesse Worm will produce when nothing 
else works.  Again, long casts help catch more 
of these spooky fish so I rig these up on the 
7’3” Dobyns Champion 733C rod and it loads 
up perfectly with weightless soft plastics.   
  If sight fishing isn’t your strength, give mud-
dy water, deeper water, or windy flats a try and 
you’ll catch lots of big bass this spring.   For 
more fish catching tips, check out my website 
www.LakeForkGuideTrips.com, or follow 
me at www.facebook.com/tomredingtonfish-
ing and www.twitter.com/Tom_Redington  .  
  Tom Redington is a FLW Tour pro, host of 
TV’s “Big Bass Battle” & a bass guide on 
Lake Fork.  To make the most of your experi-
ence in the outdoors, he recommends the Boy 
Scouts of America, Lake Fork Trophy Lures, 
Dobyns Rods, Ranger Boats, Mercury Out-
boards, Diamond Sports Marine, Lucky Craft, 
Costa Sunglasses, Lowrance, & Power Poles.   
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “10th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Proud Sponsor of “The Wish To Fish Foundation”
Mention This Ad With A Purchase For A Donation  

Help Us To Be The 
Best.... Plan Your Trips 

To Lake Fork With 
“The Fisherman’s 

Guide News” News or 
Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 

or 903-360-6994

10th  Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 1-A)

to 9 p.m., Saturday, May 17th from 5 a.m. to 6 
a.m. and 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., and on Sunday, May 
18th, 5 a.m. to 6 a.m. All mail-in entries should 
check in at tournament headquarters at the speci-
fied times listed above to receive weight bags 
and promotional gifts. Also on hand will be as-
sorted sizes of TFO Rods anglers can purchase 
for $50 each with no limit while supplies last.
  The tournament will be held on May 16, 
17, and 18th hosted by Lake Fork Ma-
rina on Highway 17N, 903-765-2764.
  Fishing hours for the tournament are from 6 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. each day of the tournament with the first 
weigh-in hour being 7 to 8. Trailering is allowed 
and hourly updates can be heard three times per 
hour on KMOO 99.9 FM on your radio. The num-
ber of anglers per boat is only limited to the weight 
capacity of the boat. Each person in the boat must 

be a paid entry. Only three (3) bass can be in the 
possession of each angler at a time and they must 
have a means of separating their catch from other 
angler or anglers in the boat. The official measur-
ing board will be the Chek-It-Stick and bass under 
the slot cannot touch 16” and fish over the slot 
must at least touch the 24” mark. Polygraph tests 
will be given each hour. Once the angler has en-
tered the weigh-in line he or she has committed 
for that hourly weigh-in and as long as an angler 
is in a paid hourly position their boat and partners 
must remain at tournament headquarters until the 
hour is completed. All anglers must have a current 
Texas Fishing License in their possession when 
they come to the weigh-in line. No dead fish will 
be weighed in. Each boat must be equipped with 
a throw cushion, working live-well, kill-switch, 
lights, horn, and current registration. All anglers 

must wear their Coast Guard approved life vest at 
all times the large motor is in operation. All pro-
tests must be turned in, in writing to tournament 
staff 15 minutes after the hour in which the infrac-
tion occurred. During the tournament all state and 
local laws apply. All of the day’s catches must be 
released back into the lake by 3:00 p.m. of each 
day and anglers must be off the water by 8:00 p.m. 
each day during the course of the tournament.
  Anyone wishing to fish the tournament can 
pick up an entry form at most local businesses 
around the lake or go to www.legendoflakefork.
com and download an entry form and rules. If 
in the rules and regulations you find you have 
another question, feel free to call “The Fisher-
man’s Guide News” at 903-383-7748 or mo-
bile 903-360-6994 and ask for Don or Sue.

Tracy Cobb from White House, Tennessee was 
fishing Lake Fork on March 24 when he caught 
this nice hawg weighing 12.5-lbs. on a Yum 5 
Wire Flash Mob. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo Fish-
erman’s One Stop)

New   Rules   Give   Landowners   Flexibility
for Nuisance Alligator Control (Continued from Page 5-A)

can request informa-
tion by email at amos.
cooper@tpwd.state.
tx.us. Prospective per-
mittees can also contact 
Amos Cooper at (409) 
726-3625 (office) or 
(409) 293-2836 (cell) 
to receive an applica-
tion in the mail. All 
applications must be 
returned by June 30 
to the Alligator Pro-
gram, 10 Parks and 
Wildlife Drive, Port 

Arthur, Texas 77640.
  The next scheduled 
classes are set for Au-
gust 15-16 depending 
on the number of appli-
cants. For information 
on the rules and regu-
lations governing alli-
gator go to www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/regulations/ 
click on Alligators In 

Texas and a 32 page 
booklet will appear. 
For information on Al-
ligator Farming and all 
PWD form associated 
with the Alligator Pro-
gram go to www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/business/
permits/ click on Al-
ligator Permits and all 
forms will be displayed.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

April is heating up on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 6-A)

ing a Zoom fluke to drive the bass to her wits end. 
    All this being said, maybe you’re not a good sight 
fisherman so let’s target these pre and post spawn-
ing goliaths with a swimbait, spinnerbait or a light 
chatterbait. Perch imitations always work well and 
are usually the pegs that are empty at all the tackle 
stores this time of year. Tackle warehouse will 
always have everything you need and plenty in 
stock. This is also my favorite time to use weight-
less flukes and senko’s in watermelon candy red. I 
witnessed a guy catch a 9.25 recently on this very 
bait midway back in a small pocket. If none of the 

above is your wheelhouse, back out to a second-
ary point or even a main lake point and chunk a 
Carolina rig or Texas Rig. There are multiple baits 
that you can use starting with the lizard. That is a 
never fail lure. Baby brush hogs, flukes and Zoom 
centipedes will also cause the rod to load up if all 
are fished from 3 to 8 ft. It’s always good if wood 
is present and don’t be afraid to run these offerings 
right next to anything that looks fishy. The cold 
water temps have caused a many of people to be 
disappointed with March but I think April will re-
deem all prior failures. Be persistent and this will 
increase your chances of a glorious wall hanger.
    If you are headed out to Lake Fork in April 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love 
to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few 
dates open in April and some in May. I also have 
gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge 
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow 
me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. I run a Skeeter FX 
with a Yamaha 250SHO and would like to thank 
Skeeter for making my office on the lake the best 
in the country. I would also like to thank G-Loo-
mis, Shimano and Lowrance for making my job 
the blast that it is. A special shout out to H&W 
Marine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me 

on the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

Mark Spaeth caught this nice Lake Fork lunk-
er while fishing with guide David Ozio. Just like 
us bass have to eat when it is cold too! C.P.R. 
(Courtesy Photo David Ozio Guide Service)

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM • 24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

New Rules Give Landowners Flexibility
for Nuisance Alligator Control
  Landowners are now 
able to contract di-
rectly with nuisance 
alligator hunters under 
new rules adopted by 
the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Commission.
  The new protocol will 
authorize a permitted 
control hunter to con-
tract directly with a 
landowner or landown-
er’s agent (including a 
political subdivision, 
governmental entity, 
or property owner’s 
association) for a fee 
or other compensa-
tion for the removal 
of nuisance alligators.
  By allowing control 
hunters to contract di-
rectly with landown-
ers, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
hopes to simplify the 
process and allow per-
mittees to retain cap-

tured alligators and pro-
cess or sell them. The 
new protocol would al-
low alligators to be re-
leased in suitable habi-
tat with the approval 
of the department and 
the landowner of the 
property where the re-
lease would take place.
  During the past 20 
years, once imperiled 
alligator populations in 
Texas have rebounded 
spectacularly. Increased 
suburban, exurban, an 
industrial development 
in an adjacent to coast-
al counties, particularly 
along the mid- and up-
per coast, has resulted 
in increasing number of 
nuisance alligator com-
plaints, especially in ar-
eas biologically charac-
terized by diminishing 
or little to no habitat.
  Each nuisance alliga-

tor control hunter must 
complete a certification 
process that includes 
(1) an application to 
TPWD, (2) a depart-
ment administered nui-
sance alligator control 
course, (3) a written 
exam on nuisance al-
ligator control, and (4) 
a live alligator handling 
exam. Additionally, an 
annual permit fee of 
$252 is required. No 
one in Texas is exclud-
ed from having a valid 
nuisance control per-
mit issued by TPWD 
Alligator Program for 
the capture and release 
of American alliga-
tors, including local 
animal control officers.
  Persons interested in 
the nuisance alligator 
control hunter program 
(See New Rules.....
  Continued on Page 21-A)
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

 14kt Yellow Gold Bass           10kt Yellow Gold Duck           10kt Yellow Gold Elk

14kt Yellow Gold Reel           14kt Yellow Gold Buck              14kt Yellow Gold
                                                                                                       Boat  Propeller

10kt Yellow Gold 
GolfBag Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold 
Walleye  Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold Water 
Ski Pendant           

We Pay Cash For Scrap Gold & Silver

INSTANT
CASH

INSTANT
CASH

North Texas Gold and Silver Exchange
Located in Diamonds-N-Designs

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"
1402 Mockingbird Lane, Ste. 7 • Sulphur Springs, Texas

903-885-1118
Shop On Line:  

www.diamonds-n-designs.com

Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Copper Ridge
Hideaway

Booking Now For 
Spring Fishing/Family Getaway

Wonderful 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath With a Gated 3,000 Square Ft. 
Home, 3 Covered Car Ports With Electrical Hook-Ups

Amenities: 4 Bedroom, (Sleeps Up to 12) 2 Full Baths, Direct TV, 
Mi-Fi Internet, Washer and Dryer, Fully Equipped Kitchen, 2 

Coffee Makers (Coffee Furnished), 2 Living Areas and a Dining 
Area, Outside Covered Patio With Smoker/Grill & 

a Propane Fish Cooker
Dock on Clarkson Branch Cove North of Sun Eagle Bay

1.7 mile by boat or 3 miles by truck/car to Lake Fork Marina
Call For Availability And Pricing:

Clint ~ 903-312-9885  Stephanie  863-738-9092

April is heating up on Lake Fork
By David Ozio

  What an interesting year for Lake Fork to date. 
One cold front after another, high pressure, high 
winds, one would think there is no end in sight. 
The optimist in me says be patient and look for-
ward to an outstanding April. As of this week, big 
fish have started to show up in the shallows and 
beds are being built in some of the warmest pock-
ets as we speak. Water clarity has been an issue 
for scouting but the trusty shakey head has shown 
my clients and I that they are there and ready to do 
their business. Several protected pockets are hold-
ing hundreds of nice slot fish and even a few dou-
ble digit momma’s. The large trophy’s are harder 
to see as they hold off to the side of the bed but if 
you stare long enough, you will see the tail move 

giving away the position of the fish of a lifetime. 
    The trick to locating these groups of spawn-
ing fish is water temp. If you can locate some 
60 degree water that has maintained that temp 
for several days, odds are the fish are there. We 
were down south recently scouring through a 
north bank pocket and saw a huge slot that was 
locked onto the bed. Searching the rest of the area 
turned up nothing. It won’t be long and that area 
will be busting at the seams with fish wanting to 
“get ‘er done”. They always bed last on the south 
end of the lake but they are much easier to see 
due to significantly clearer water conditions. It is 
also very time consuming to search out groups of 
spawning fish but the time spent will allow you to 
have these fish to yourself once they show them-
selves. Also, pay attention to big stumps in the 
shallow areas. I have seen many a giant bedding 
right next to these stumps or up against laydowns. 
    The April full moon should usher in the larg-
est wave of spawning females as they missed their 
window in March due to cold water temps. Mid 
lake pockets should start to light up with the sandy 
light spots near the shorelines. The trick now will 
be to catch them. I have heard of a zillion ways to 
bag these critters but the fish has to be somewhat 
willing to participate if you plan to boat a per-
sonal best off the beds. Simplicity is sometimes 

far better. First of all, you need to be able to see 
the bait in the water as the fish studies the offer-
ing or potential threat to his nest. Bright colors 
work exceptionally well like white Texas rigged 
lizards, merthiolate trick worms rigged wacky 
style, or a white craw worm with red pinchers 
rigged on a shakey head. You can get as elaborate 
as you like based upon your definition of fun. I 
have heard of anglers using jointed hard bodied 
swimbaits to lure these giants into biting. They 
would work them slowly until it reached the bed 
and then let it fall into the sandy spot. Hmmm! 
I’ve never tried that. Sounds interesting. Person-
ally, I think a drop shot works incredibly well us-

(See April is heating up...
Continued on Page 20-A)

Athens Eggfest 2014 Set for April 12 at TFFC
  The fourth annual Ath-
ens Eggfest is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 12, 
at the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center (TFFC).
  The event will run from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Cooking will 
end at 3 p.m. Tasting will con-
tinue until all the food is gone.
  Regular admission to TFFC 
will be charged. Those who 
preregister will be allowed 
to taste for a $5 donation 
to the Friends of the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center.
  Persons who do not pre-
register can still taste by 
making a $10 donation to 
the Friends of the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Cen-
ter at the event entrance.
  Both cooks and tasters 
may preregister at http://
athenseggfest.wordpress.
com/. There is no fee to cook.
  This year’s Eggfest will 
feature guest cook Tyron 
Smith, known to Dallas 
Cowboys fans as Number 

77. The TFFC Eggfest can 
be thought of as an ultimate 
tailgate cookout. Dozens 
of Eggheads will fire up 
Big Green Eggs and bake, 
smoke, grill and serve ev-
erything from breakfast 
casseroles to pork bellies to 
wild game to blueberry muf-
fins to pig candy. It will all 
be cooked on the iconic ce-
ramic cookers, and samples 
will be available for tasting.
  The theme for this year’s 
Athens Eggfest is “Grillin’ 
and Chillin’.” An Eggfest is 
not a cooking competition, 
it’s a tasting frenzy accompa-
nied by cooking instruction. 
Food will be coming off the 
Eggs all day long, starting 
with breakfast-type items in 
the morning and progressing 
to heartier foods as the day 
goes on. While tasting, you 
can learn how to cook on 
a ceramic cooker yourself.
  “The basic idea behind the 
Eggfest is to get people out-

doors, and what better way 
to do that than by offering 
them delicious food,” said 
Allen Forshage, TFFC di-
rector. “And while they are 
here, we hope they will take 
time to fish in our ponds, 
walk our Wetlands Trail and 
learn about the role TFFC 
and TPWD play in keep-
ing fishing great in Texas.”
  Demo eggs used at this 
event will be available for 
purchase at the end of the day. 
Click on the link above to re-
serve a once-used ceramic 
cooker prior to the event.
  
  The Athens Eggfest is 
sponsored by Morrison Sup-
ply, Paragon Distributing, 
Brookshire’s Food and Phar-
macy, Friends of TFFC and 
First State Bank--Athens.
  
  For more information 
on visiting TFFC, visit 
www.tpwd.texas.gov/tffc 
or call (903) 676-2277.
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

www.lakeforkguidetrips.com
214-683-9572 

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park 
Cabins/Lodges 

Tackle Store (Great Selection)
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack  of Knowledge”  Spawn Fishing for the Non-Sight Fisherman

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Owners: John & JoAnne Heimgartner

NOW OPEN
“ARE YOU READY FOR SOME 

CRAWFISH?”       

Limited Edition 6’9” Med/Hvy.
Bait Cast Rod

Split Grip, Cork, Light Weight &
Fast Tip, Includes Free Cap
$89    While Supplies Last!

CAJUN DELIGHTS
Lake Fork, Texas
• Jambalaya • Boiled Shrimp • 

GUMBO • Po-Boys 
• Fried Catfish

• Red Beans & Rice
• Fried Oysters 

Reg. Hours
Fri. - Sat.

4 pm - 9 pm
Take Out

or 
Dine In

B.Y.O.B.
For 

Information
Call:

903-383-7121

“Celebrating
Our 10th
Year at

Lake Fork”

Located Next 
to Fisherman’s 

One Stop
 7933 W. FM 
515 Yantis, 

Texas 75497

95

By Tom Redington

  With such a cold winter and spring, a very large 
number of the bass on Lake Fork will spawn this 
April.  Sight fishing is sometimes the most ef-
fective way to catch numbers of big bass, espe-
cially when the winds are light and a big wave 
of females move onto beds.  However, I’m often 
asked if good bass can still be caught by tech-
niques other than sight fishing in the spring.  
For those of you who don’t care for sight fish-

ing, have trouble seeing bass on beds, or face 
windy and cloudy conditions, take heart.  Fol-
lowing are three patterns for catching springtime 
bass without sight fishing—muddy water, deep-
er water, and windy flats—and these technique 
produce some of Fork’s largest bass each year.
  If water temps are in the 60s or warmer, stained 
to muddy water is typically the first area I will try, 
especially if it is sunny and calm.  Bass will be 
spawning in these areas but are often overlooked 
because sight fishermen cannot see them.  Perpet-
ually muddy areas, typically the upper ends of the 
lake and the very back ends of the largest creeks, 
have the muddiest water.  In addition, banks that 
receive the brunt of strong winds for several days 
or the backs of creeks after big rains are two lo-
cations in normally clearer areas that can also 
contain muddy water.  Catching spring bass in 
muddy water is usually pretty simple.  Bass will 
be holding shallow, especially around hard cover 
like stumps, laydowns, and docks.  Shallow sub-
merged and emergent vegetation will also hold 
them, with holes in the grass being the key areas.  
Even the tiniest of sticks often holds a big fish and 
bass typically won’t move far to chase a bait, so 
fish thoroughly by making repeated casts to ev-
ery piece of cover near the bank.  I pitch black 
neon or blue bruiser colored Lake Fork Flip-
pers, Hyper Sticks, and Craw Tubes with a ¼ oz 

sinker, Texas rigged.  Normally, you’ll only feel 
a little pressure or see your line move off on big-
ger fish.  If your bait feels any lighter or heavier 
than ¼ oz, let her have it!  The Dobyns Cham-
pion Extreme DX745C pitching rod is great for 
this set up because it is ultra-sensitive to feel the 
light bites, yet it is very well balanced so I can 
pitch this powerful rod all day and not get worn 
out.  If the fish are active, the thump and tail ac-
tion of a bladed jig with a Live Magic Shad trailer 
will catch lots of big ones, as has been proven re-
peatedly on the FLW and BASS tours this year.  
  While fishing very shallow works well in mud-
dy water, fishing slightly deeper works better for 
lunkers in clearer water.  In most areas of Fork, 
it’s hard to see bass on beds in water deeper than 
4’ to 6’.  Fishing slightly deeper in the 6’ to 12’ 
zone (approximately 2 casts off the shoreline in 
most areas) will give you access to big, unpres-
sured bass.  Many females stage in slightly deeper 
water before spawning in 2’ to 4’ and I’ve seen 
bass on beds as deep as 10’ on Fork; therefore, 
6’ to 12’ is the magic depth in most areas.  Pre-
mier structures in the 6’ to 12’ depth range include 
creek channels running through spawning flats, 
ledges along the edge of flats, and points near the 
mouth of spawning flats.  In addition to catching 

(See Pack of Knowledge....Continued on Page 22-A)

Texas Trails Bassmasters (Continued from Page 1-A)

ment. Entry fee is $45 and 
$10 for big bass pot which 
is optional. This is one club 
that holds tournaments on 
this great reservoir that pays 
back to the anglers 80% of 
entry fees and 100% of big 
bass entries. There will be 10 
places paid for heavy string-
er, and 3 places for big bass.
  Raffle tickets will be sold 
for prizes at registration and 
weigh-in. Ticket cost is $1 
each, 6 for $5, or 12 for $10. 
If you are not able to fish the 
tournament, come out and 
get in on the drawing, show 
your support and if you’re 
one of the lucky ones, you 
will take home a nice prize. 
Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork have 
some really great sponsors 
and will have some great 
prizes to be given away.
  Registration for the tour-
nament will be on Friday, 

April 11th from 4 p.m. until 
10 p.m. and Saturday, April 
12th from 4 a.m. until 6 a.m. 
All contestants must register.
  If you have been thinking 
of joining a bass club, you 
could not find a better one 
to be a part of. Individual, 
husband and wife, or family 
memberships are welcome. 
If you wish to improve your 
fishing skills and learn new 
techniques, this is where 
you belong. This is one bass 
club that is known for no 
arguing or disputes. The top 
3 winners of each tourna-
ment share their techniques, 
the bait they caught their 
winning stringer on and the 
depth and type of water their 
fish were caught in. As an 
added bonus, everyone can 
use good friends and in this 
club you will definitely meet 
some new fishing buddies.
  Membership to join the 

club is $30 per person 
yearly. The club has one 
tournament per month with 
a two-day championship at 
the end of the year. Cost per 
person each tournament is 
$25 entry, $5 Big Bass (op-
tional), with a $5 progres-
sive pot for a 7-pound or 
over big bass (also option-
al). Membership applica-
tions will be available at the 
tournament or you can go to 
their website to learn more 
about the club at: www.
texastrailsbassmasters.com.
  We hope to see all of you 
at the tournament. We 
will also be taking early 
entries for the “10th An-
nual Legend of Lake Fork 
Big Bass Tournament” 
at the tournament sight.

Practice Safe
Boating



April Crappie Fun on Fork!
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Debbie Garrett from Dallas, TX., was fishing 
Lake Fork with her husband celebrating their 
anniversary when she caught this nice 8.6-lb. 
bass on her very first cast. C.P.R. (Courtesy 
Photo Fisherman’s Cove Marina)

Chris Gilroy was fishing Lake Fork in March 
with guide Dean Stroman when he caught 
this nice 10.4-lb. bass on a Gene Larew Biffle 
Lizard. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo Dean Stroman 
Guide Service)

Dale Skoff caught this nice bass on Sunday 
March 23rd while fishing Lake Fork and was 
curious as to why the eyes were golden color. 
I’ve seen more than a few with gold colored 
eyes but I didn’t have an answer for him. If 
any of my readers know, give me a call. C.P.R. 
(Courtesy Photo)

Practice Safe
BoatingFish Friendly

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  Darn the cold fronts!!! 
Just as things are get-
ting good – here comes 
another one! It’s amaz-
ing how critical water 
temperatures are this 
time of year. Just the 
difference between 
58 and 61 degrees can 
make or break your 
catch. But, once those 
temps stabilize back up 
to the 60’s – it will be 
“GAME ON!” It looks 
like April is going to be 
“the month” this year!
  The frequent fronts 
in March has kept wa-
ter temps about 10 de-
grees below where they 
normally run. They’ve 
been holding in the 
mid to upper 50’s. On a 
good day with no wind, 
the backs of the coves 
might reach the low to 
mid 60’s so look for 
the warmest water you 
can find and target it.
  The crappie have been 
showing up anywhere 
between 8 and 15 ft. 
But, early morning 
and early evening they 
could move in as shal-
low as 1 to 5 ft. In the 
deeper water I’m tight 
lining a single 1/16 oz. 
jig one to three cranks 
off the bottom. In shal-
low water, I’m going 

to a slip-bobber set 
one to six feet and tar-
geting around stumps 
and at the edges of the 
grass – jigs or min-
nows or both – depends 
on what they want that 
day because this time 
of year, the patterns 
tend to change daily!
  We’re also throw-
ing road-runners with 
Bobby Garland’s “blue 
ice” or “electric chick-
en” and also Lake Fork 
Tackle’s “blue and 
pearl” live baby shad 
and “golden shiner.” 
Cast these shallow and 
reel just fast enough to 
keep it off the bottom. 
Or, for those of you 
who enjoy a “jigging 
rod” – please look up 
ProAnglerTackle.com 
and check out their 
6-1/2 to 14 ft. crappie 
rods. These are per-
fect for working those 
stumps when the crap-
pie are holding tight to 
cover. These are very 
light sensitive rods with 

enough backbone for 
our Lake Fork slabs!!
  Want to send thanks 
to all the parents and 
grandparents who 
took the time to bring 
the kids out for a day 
of fishing. I still ap-
preciate the fishing 
trips I had with my 
grandparents. They are 
memories of a lifetime!
  Once again, I hope 
you all will consider 
releasing those “Mon-
ster Crappie” 16” and 
over so they can keep 
growing. It would be 
(See April Crappie....
  Continued on Page 16-A)
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Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

E-Z Financing! We Say
"Yes" To Everyone!

Bedroom Suites
Starting at

$599

Crafton
Trundle Bed
w/Mattresses

Sleep Design Pillow 
Top Mattress Sets ~ 

Queen Size  

Living Room
Suites

Starting at
$699

April Showers of Savings
"Store Wide Savings On All
Name Brand Furniture!!"

Robinson's  Furniture 
316 E. Broad * Mineola ~ 903-569-2506

April Crappie Fun on Fork! (Continued from Page 8-A)

great to catch a new 
lake record – even bet-
ter to keep her alive!
  Before I close I want 
to once again con-
gratulate Jackie Albin 
and Marty Snyder of 
Tightwad, MO for tak-
ing 1st place in the 
Crappie Masters One 
Day One Pole Chal-
lenge. Great job guys!! 
I guess you’ve found 
a NEW FAVORITE 

LAKE!! (7 FISH – 
15.83 LBS!) WOWZA!
  Also a huge thank you 
to Thomas at “Bulldog 
Computers” in Quit-
man cause on top of 
me losing all my phone 
contacts, my computer 
crashed! But, I was 
lucky enough to find 
Thomas and he saved 
the day! He fixed me up 
with the perfect laptop 
and was able to save all 

my info and photos – 
“PRICELESS” – sure 
appreciate all his help!
  My best to you all and 
hope you get to enjoy 
the April excitement 
on Fork! Be sure and 
stop in Lake Fork Ma-
rina – new shipments 
are arriving daily! 

Practice Safe
Boating

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Bill Whalen, Austin, TX., daughter 
Dawn Theiss, & sister Patty Shaw

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Tony & Maryann, Rispoli
Grapevine, TX.,

John Kotara, Whitedeer, TX.,
Leroy Hill, Pampa, TX.,

Patty Shaw
Weatherford, TX.,

Tim Tobey, Midlothian, TX., with 
sons Trevor & Taylor on their get 
out of school for good grades trip!

Brandon Block, Yantis, TX., with 
his grandkids Carson, Chandler, 

and Audrey

Jackie Albins "Stump Jumper" made in 
Tightwad, MO., Don't break off another 

transducer!

"Pappa" Wayne Blankenship, with 
grandson Jacob, Wichita Falls, TX.,

Marlene Fonderick
Minnesota

Jimmy Marshall with his fishing 
buddy Ed, Allen, TX.,

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Brings Texas Sized Entertainment to Lake Fork May 9-11, 2014
  The Toyota Texas Bass Classic (TTBC) 
is returning to Lake Fork in a big way. 
The Sabine River Authority in Quit-
man will again host this world-class bass 
fishing tournament and outdoor coun-
try music festival. We are proud to an-
nounce our exceptional entertainment this 
year, featuring country super stars, Pat 
Green, Little Big Town, and Justin Moore.
  “The anticipation and excitement for 
the Toyota Texas Bass Classic is off the 
charts this year. TTBC will be bringing 
premiere country music artists, as well as 
the world’s best anglers to Lake Fork. We 
hope to break records on and off the wa-
ter” said Tournament Director Lenny Fran-
coeur. “Not only do we have family friend-
ly ticket prices, but the sale of tickets will 
help us in our ongoing effort to support 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.” 
  Single day, general admission tickets are 
available for $15 in advance (or $25 at the 
gate).  That ticket includes parking and 

kids 17 and under get in free with a tick-
eted adult. Pat Green will be kicking off 
Friday’s country music concert and Little 
Big Town will take the stage on Saturday, 
May 10.  Rounding out the event’s enter-
tainment will be Justin Moore, Sunday, May 
11.  In addition to the headlining entertain-
ment artists, the TTBC will also feature a 
variety of regional bands including Tyler 
and the Tribe, Southern Slang, Backroad 
Anthem, and Sister C.  Tickets are avail-
able now at www.ToyotaTexasBassClassic.
com, your local Toyota dealerships, Acad-
emy Sports + Outdoors, and Brookshire’s. 
  A three-time Grammy nominee, Pat Green 
has become a cultural force across the coun-
try selling out venues from Nokia Theater 
in Times Square to the Houston Astrodome 
in Texas. Green’s explosive live shows have 
made him a fan favorite and a hot ticket, 
landing tours with the likes of Willie Nel-
son and Dave Matthews Band.  Named “the 
Springsteen of the South West” in People 

Magazine, Green has sold over 2 million 
albums, released a collection of hits at 
country radio and has been praised in Es-
quire, Blender, Billboard and USA Today.  
  Critically acclaimed country group, Little 
Big Town--consisting of members Karen 
Fairchild, Phillip Sweet, Kimberly Schlap-
man and Jimi Westbrook--first entered the 
music scene over 13 years ago with hits 
such as “Boondocks,” “Bring It On Home,” 
“Good As Gone” and Grammy-nominated 

(See Toyota Texas....Continued on Page 10-A)
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Fish Friendly

Richards' Stump Grinding
Stump Removal Below Surface

Residential and Farm ~ Large or Small Jobs

Free Estimates
(903) 629-7765 Winnsboro, Texas

Cellular 903-629-5231
David Richards

Ryan Davis caught this nice 12.4-pound bass 
fishing with guide Dean Stroman in March. 
C.P.R. (Courtesy photo Dean Stroman Guide 
Service) 

Richard Altman caught this nice Lake Fork 
hawg while fishing with guide David Ozio in 
March. C.P.R. (Courtesy photo David Ozio 
Guide Service) 

Tim Quigley caught this nice 8-pound Lake 
Fork bass fishing with guide Dean Stroman in 
March. C.P.R. (Courtesy photo Dean Stroman 
Guide Service) 

Toyota Texas Bass Classic (Continued from Page 9-A)

single “Little White Church.” The quar-
tet’s fifth studio album Tornado was re-
leased on September 11, 2012 and debuted 
at the top of the Billboard Country Chart 
where it stayed in the #1 position for five 
consecutive weeks. The album recently re-
ceived platinum certification with sales of 
over 1 million copies. Tornado, produced 
by Jay Joyce, includes 2x platinum-sell-
ing #1 hit single “Pontoon” and follow-up 
single and title-track “Tornado” which also 
peaked in the #1 position.  The Grammy-
nominated track, “Your Side of the Bed” 
and current single “Sober” are also featured 
on the album. Collectively, the group has 
earned over 25 award show nominations 
and has taken home the award for ACM 
Top New Vocal Group, CMA Single of the 
Year (“Pontoon”), CMA Vocal Group of the 
Year (2012 and 2013), ACM Vocal Group 
of the Year, ACM Video of the Year (“Tor-
nado”), a Grammy Award for Best Coun-
try Group/Duo Performance (“Pontoon”) 
and an Emmy award (Outstanding Original 
Song-“Good Afternoon”). The foursome re-
cently wrapped up their sold-out headlin-
ing tour and also a tour with Keith Urban.
  Little Big Town is currently working on 

a new album, which is expected for re-
lease later this year. The first single off 
of the new record entitled “Day Drinking” 
should hit country radio in late spring.
  For a second consecutive time, Justin Moore 
debuted at #1 on the Billboard Country Al-
bums Chart and #2 on the all-genre chart 
with OFF THE BEATEN PATH. The proj-
ect has already produced Justin’s fourth #1, 
“Point At You,” and current Top 25-and-ris-
ing single “Lettin’ The Night Roll,” which 
has sold over 120,000 downloads. Combined 
with his previous GOLD-certified albums – 
JUSTIN MOORE and OUTLAWS LIKE ME 
– Justin has sold over 5.3 million digital 
downloads. While his music has been fea-
tured on the ABC hit drama “NASHVILLE,” 
Hannity & Colmes and NFL Rewind, he has 
been profiled by publications such as The 
Washington Post, People Country, Bill-
board and USA Today. Justin is currently 
headlining the OFF THE BEATEN PATH 
TOUR with special guests Randy Houser 
and Josh Thompson. Beginning March 24, 
fans can vote daily at www.voteacm.com to 
help Justin bring home the ACM New Art-
ist of the Year trophy during April 2 awards 
show, airing on CBS. Visit www.moore-

justinmusic.com for tour dates and more.
  The 2014 Toyota Texas Bass Classic will 
host a stellar 50-angler field, assembled 
from the top professional leagues, includ-
ing the PAA Tournament Series, Bassmas-
ter Elite Series and the Walmart FLW Tour, 
creating a true bass fishing world champi-
onship. The TTBC is an outdoor festival 
that includes exceptional entertainment and 
a variety of family and industry activities.
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Official ShareLunker

Weigh Station

Weigh A ShareLunker With Us...

Receive $50 Gift Certificate

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

3035 W. St. Hwy. 154
Next to Minnow Bucket

903-878-7169

Family Owned & Operated
Tonya Rushing & Linda Countryman
Serving Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Patio Available For Lakeview Dining

Daily Lunch Special
1/2-lb. Burger & Fries $5.99

Friday All You Can Eat Catfish 4:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday Lunch Specials

Call In Orders Welcome
We’ll Deliver To The Pier Never Leave 

Your Boat!!!

Open Sun. Mon. Wed. Thur.
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Closed Tuesdays

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

Now Accepting Leases For Annual 
RV Waterfront Lots

Room Amenities Include Refrigerator, Coffee 
Pot, Microwave, 2 full size beds, Flat Screen 

Direct Cable TV, New AC/Heating Units 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * 
Extended Boat Ramp *  Boat Slips * 

* Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479
Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 

on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 
South 3 Miles

"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
UPGRADED

MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners • New Management 
New Attitude

Website Under Construction 
Coming Soon!!

www.gofishfork.com

Lake Fork Carp & Buffalo Challenge (Continued from Page 13-A)

dan Bucur $4,000
2nd Place 188 pounds 
Mario Damian & 
Miguel Ruiz $2,000
3rd Place 126 pounds 
Austin Anderson 
Shane Hine   $1,000
Lake/State Re-
cord Prizes
Lake Record Buffalo 

68 pounds 7 ounces 
Mario Damian $1,500
  The Lake Fork Sports-
man’s Association 
would like to thank 
the many volunteers 
who endured extreme 
weather conditions to 
insure that fish were 
properly weighed and 

recorded.  We also want 
to thank the landowners 
who allowed anglers to 
fish from their property.  
To the Wood County 
Industrial Commission, 
and the Emory EDC we 
appreciate their support 
in making this event 
a success.  Oak Ridge 

Marina, tournament 
host, provided anglers 
with the type of service 
that makes them want 
to come back to East 
Texas, thanks Barry 
and Tracy for a job well 
done. Lastly, we want 
to thank our social com-
mittee and East Fork 

for hosting the pretour-
nament social.  A din-
ner of the finest Tex 
Mex was served to an-
glers, volunteers, spon-
sors and landowners.

Migrate to a Texas State Park This April and Go Birding
  Grab your family and friends this April 
and go birding as spring migration begins 
throughout your favorite Texas State Parks.
  From the beaches of the Gulf Coast to 
the mountains of Big Bend, each region 
of the state offers a unique birding ex-
perience with more than 630 bird spe-
cies statewide. More than a dozen Texas 
State Parks have been designated as hav-
ing the “best birding blinds” that of-
fer prime perches for viewing and pho-
tographing our feathered friends. Some 
parks that made the list include Abilene, 
Blanco, Brazos, Devils Sinkhole, Falcon, 
Fort Parker, Franklin Mountains, Goli-
ad, Lake Mineral Wells, Palo Duro Can-
yon, Pedernales Falls and San Angelo.
  Birding is easy for families and friends 
of all ages and levels of expertise. A one-
of-a-kind birding experience for begin-
ning and advanced birders alike awaits at 
the World Birding Center (WBC) head-
quarters at Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley 
State Park in Mission. Bentsen is one of 
three Rio Grande Valley state parks that 
double as WBC sites. At Bentsen, visi-
tors can hike or ride bicycles to see a 

dazzling variety of birds, many of which 
visit from Mexico and points further 
south. Bird feeding and watering stations 
and photo blinds throughout the park, as 
well as a two-story hawk watch tower, 
provide excellent birding opportunities.
  Beginning birders can download an In-
troduction to Birding (PDF) to learn what 
to look and listen for in their favorite state 
park. Even people who are new to birding 
can have fun spotting easily identifiable 
species, like northern cardinals, green 
jays, great kiskadees, painted buntings, 
roseate spoonbills and brown pelicans.
  This year marks the 18th annual Great 
Texas Birding Classic being held from 
April 15 to May 15. The Birding classic 
follows the Great Texas Wildlife Trail,  a 
set of driving maps to wildlife viewing 
sites throughout the state, and these maps 
include the Great Texas Coastal Birding 
Trail,  the nation’s first trail of its kind.
  To learn more about birding oppor-
tunities and birding facilities, visit: 
h t tp : / /www.texass ta teparks .org /b i rd ing .
  For a list of upcoming birding events at a 
Texas State Park in your area, visit: http://

www. tpwd.s ta te . tx .us /ca lendar /b i rd ing .
  Watch “Basics of Birding” to learn 
what to bring on your April birding ad-
venture: http://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=Ygh5d2qNjnk&l is t=PLE8D618F102
2E782C&index=20&feature=plpp_video.
  View the Great Texas Birding Clas-
sic at Bentsen Rio Grande Valley 
State Park: http://www.youtube.com/
w a t c h ? v = P l z 7 H D D z p q A & f e a t u r e = s
h a r e & l i s t = P L 9 7 C 9 9 D 8 A B 6 E 7 2 9 E 5 .
  To see a new YouTube video, titled “The Big 
Sit,” go to: http://youtu.be/x6bSYNzP1wQ
  Access news images, videos, regional 
content, social media posts, radio epi-
sodes, public service announcements 
and an Outdoor Activity of the Month 
topic calendar at: https://www.dropbox.
com/sh / fm5y0np5 t i rx5 rd /3 jRKAXP8po
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Lake Fork Carp & Buffalo Challenge
  The Third Annual Lake Fork Carp & Buffalo 
Challenge sponsored by the Lake Fork Sports-
man’s  Association and Wild Carp Companies of 
Baldwinsville, New York was held February 27, 
28 and March 1 and 2.  Thirty Four teams took 
to the banks of Lake Fork for a 70 hour fishing 
marathon.  The weather had its extremes with 
temperatures ranging from the 20’s to the 70’s.
  Lake Fork is home to Common and Mirror Carp 
that have been known to grow in excess of 40 
pounds and Smallmouth Buffalo that are known to 
grow in excess of 80 pounds.    Due to fallen tim-

ber and standing trees, 
the Lake Fork Carp & 
Buffalo Challenge is a 
real test to its competi-
tors. The venue proved 
to be an exciting chal-
lenge to all competitors 
as they strived to cap-
ture champion Carp and 
Smallmouth Buffalo.
  The Lake Fork Carp 
& Buffalo Challenge 
is an international 
event.  Teams came 
to Rains and Wood 
County from Europe, 
The United Kingdom 
and all over the US.  
These teams spent from 
8 days to more than 
2 weeks in our area.  
They stayed in motels, 
ate in restaurants and 
shopped in retail busi-
nesses.  The economic 
impact for this tour-
nament will be in the 

thousands of dollars.
The Romanian team of 
Mihai Aciu and Bogdan 
Bucur reported the first 
catch of the tournament 
with a 47 pound 1 ounce 
small mouth buffalo.  
From that point on the 
catches came from all 
areas around the lake.  
  On Saturday Mario 
Damian, from southern 
California, set a new 
lake record for Small 
Mouth Buffalo with a 
68 pound 7 ounce catch.  
This was Mario’s sec-
ond Lake Fork record 
having caught a 50 plus 
pound buffalo in 2012.
The anglers were 
competing for a guar-
anteed $25,000 in 
prizes and money. 
  The Big Winners 
were the following:
Big Carp/Big Buffalo

Mario Damian set a new Lake Fork record for 
Small Mouth Buffalo weighing 68-lb. 7-oz.

Steve Bond from England caught this monster 
Common Carp  weighing 33-lb. 5-oz.

1st Place 88 pound 8 
ounces Mario Damian 
& Miguel Ruiz $4,000
2nd Place 78 pound 11 
ounces Mihai Acui & 
Bogdan Bucur$2,000
3rd Place 76. Pounds 
7 ounces Steve Bond 
& Kurt Bond $1,000
Big Four Carp
1st Place 82 pounds 
10 ounces Steve Bond 

& Kurt Bond $4,000
2nd Place 78 pounds 10 
ounces Brid Cavney & 
Kenny Keaton $2,000
3rd Place 69 pounds 
9ounces Mario Damian 
& Miguel Ruiz  $1,000
Big Four Buffalo                           
1st Place 209 pounds 
Mihai Acui & Bog-
(See Lake Fork Carp....
Continued on Page 14-A) 
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Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Official ShareLunker
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Weigh A ShareLunker With Us...

Receive $50 Gift Certificate

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

3035 W. St. Hwy. 154
Next to Minnow Bucket

903-878-7169

Family Owned & Operated
Tonya Rushing & Linda Countryman
Serving Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Patio Available For Lakeview Dining

Daily Lunch Special
1/2-lb. Burger & Fries $5.99

Friday All You Can Eat Catfish 4:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday Lunch Specials

Call In Orders Welcome
We’ll Deliver To The Pier Never Leave 

Your Boat!!!

Open Sun. Mon. Wed. Thur.
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Closed Tuesdays

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

Now Accepting Leases For Annual 
RV Waterfront Lots

Room Amenities Include Refrigerator, Coffee 
Pot, Microwave, 2 full size beds, Flat Screen 

Direct Cable TV, New AC/Heating Units 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * 
Extended Boat Ramp *  Boat Slips * 

* Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479
Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 

on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 
South 3 Miles

"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
UPGRADED

MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners • New Management 
New Attitude

Website Under Construction 
Coming Soon!!

www.gofishfork.com

Lake Fork Carp & Buffalo Challenge (Continued from Page 13-A)

dan Bucur $4,000
2nd Place 188 pounds 
Mario Damian & 
Miguel Ruiz $2,000
3rd Place 126 pounds 
Austin Anderson 
Shane Hine   $1,000
Lake/State Re-
cord Prizes
Lake Record Buffalo 

68 pounds 7 ounces 
Mario Damian $1,500
  The Lake Fork Sports-
man’s Association 
would like to thank 
the many volunteers 
who endured extreme 
weather conditions to 
insure that fish were 
properly weighed and 

recorded.  We also want 
to thank the landowners 
who allowed anglers to 
fish from their property.  
To the Wood County 
Industrial Commission, 
and the Emory EDC we 
appreciate their support 
in making this event 
a success.  Oak Ridge 

Marina, tournament 
host, provided anglers 
with the type of service 
that makes them want 
to come back to East 
Texas, thanks Barry 
and Tracy for a job well 
done. Lastly, we want 
to thank our social com-
mittee and East Fork 

for hosting the pretour-
nament social.  A din-
ner of the finest Tex 
Mex was served to an-
glers, volunteers, spon-
sors and landowners.

Migrate to a Texas State Park This April and Go Birding
  Grab your family and friends this April 
and go birding as spring migration begins 
throughout your favorite Texas State Parks.
  From the beaches of the Gulf Coast to 
the mountains of Big Bend, each region 
of the state offers a unique birding ex-
perience with more than 630 bird spe-
cies statewide. More than a dozen Texas 
State Parks have been designated as hav-
ing the “best birding blinds” that of-
fer prime perches for viewing and pho-
tographing our feathered friends. Some 
parks that made the list include Abilene, 
Blanco, Brazos, Devils Sinkhole, Falcon, 
Fort Parker, Franklin Mountains, Goli-
ad, Lake Mineral Wells, Palo Duro Can-
yon, Pedernales Falls and San Angelo.
  Birding is easy for families and friends 
of all ages and levels of expertise. A one-
of-a-kind birding experience for begin-
ning and advanced birders alike awaits at 
the World Birding Center (WBC) head-
quarters at Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley 
State Park in Mission. Bentsen is one of 
three Rio Grande Valley state parks that 
double as WBC sites. At Bentsen, visi-
tors can hike or ride bicycles to see a 

dazzling variety of birds, many of which 
visit from Mexico and points further 
south. Bird feeding and watering stations 
and photo blinds throughout the park, as 
well as a two-story hawk watch tower, 
provide excellent birding opportunities.
  Beginning birders can download an In-
troduction to Birding (PDF) to learn what 
to look and listen for in their favorite state 
park. Even people who are new to birding 
can have fun spotting easily identifiable 
species, like northern cardinals, green 
jays, great kiskadees, painted buntings, 
roseate spoonbills and brown pelicans.
  This year marks the 18th annual Great 
Texas Birding Classic being held from 
April 15 to May 15. The Birding classic 
follows the Great Texas Wildlife Trail,  a 
set of driving maps to wildlife viewing 
sites throughout the state, and these maps 
include the Great Texas Coastal Birding 
Trail,  the nation’s first trail of its kind.
  To learn more about birding oppor-
tunities and birding facilities, visit: 
h t tp : / /www.texass ta teparks .org /b i rd ing .
  For a list of upcoming birding events at a 
Texas State Park in your area, visit: http://

www. tpwd.s ta te . tx .us /ca lendar /b i rd ing .
  Watch “Basics of Birding” to learn 
what to bring on your April birding ad-
venture: http://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=Ygh5d2qNjnk&l is t=PLE8D618F102
2E782C&index=20&feature=plpp_video.
  View the Great Texas Birding Clas-
sic at Bentsen Rio Grande Valley 
State Park: http://www.youtube.com/
w a t c h ? v = P l z 7 H D D z p q A & f e a t u r e = s
h a r e & l i s t = P L 9 7 C 9 9 D 8 A B 6 E 7 2 9 E 5 .
  To see a new YouTube video, titled “The Big 
Sit,” go to: http://youtu.be/x6bSYNzP1wQ
  Access news images, videos, regional 
content, social media posts, radio epi-
sodes, public service announcements 
and an Outdoor Activity of the Month 
topic calendar at: https://www.dropbox.
com/sh / fm5y0np5 t i rx5 rd /3 jRKAXP8po
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Fish Friendly

Richards' Stump Grinding
Stump Removal Below Surface

Residential and Farm ~ Large or Small Jobs

Free Estimates
(903) 629-7765 Winnsboro, Texas

Cellular 903-629-5231
David Richards

Ryan Davis caught this nice 12.4-pound bass 
fishing with guide Dean Stroman in March. 
C.P.R. (Courtesy photo Dean Stroman Guide 
Service) 

Richard Altman caught this nice Lake Fork 
hawg while fishing with guide David Ozio in 
March. C.P.R. (Courtesy photo David Ozio 
Guide Service) 

Tim Quigley caught this nice 8-pound Lake 
Fork bass fishing with guide Dean Stroman in 
March. C.P.R. (Courtesy photo Dean Stroman 
Guide Service) 

Toyota Texas Bass Classic (Continued from Page 9-A)

single “Little White Church.” The quar-
tet’s fifth studio album Tornado was re-
leased on September 11, 2012 and debuted 
at the top of the Billboard Country Chart 
where it stayed in the #1 position for five 
consecutive weeks. The album recently re-
ceived platinum certification with sales of 
over 1 million copies. Tornado, produced 
by Jay Joyce, includes 2x platinum-sell-
ing #1 hit single “Pontoon” and follow-up 
single and title-track “Tornado” which also 
peaked in the #1 position.  The Grammy-
nominated track, “Your Side of the Bed” 
and current single “Sober” are also featured 
on the album. Collectively, the group has 
earned over 25 award show nominations 
and has taken home the award for ACM 
Top New Vocal Group, CMA Single of the 
Year (“Pontoon”), CMA Vocal Group of the 
Year (2012 and 2013), ACM Vocal Group 
of the Year, ACM Video of the Year (“Tor-
nado”), a Grammy Award for Best Coun-
try Group/Duo Performance (“Pontoon”) 
and an Emmy award (Outstanding Original 
Song-“Good Afternoon”). The foursome re-
cently wrapped up their sold-out headlin-
ing tour and also a tour with Keith Urban.
  Little Big Town is currently working on 

a new album, which is expected for re-
lease later this year. The first single off 
of the new record entitled “Day Drinking” 
should hit country radio in late spring.
  For a second consecutive time, Justin Moore 
debuted at #1 on the Billboard Country Al-
bums Chart and #2 on the all-genre chart 
with OFF THE BEATEN PATH. The proj-
ect has already produced Justin’s fourth #1, 
“Point At You,” and current Top 25-and-ris-
ing single “Lettin’ The Night Roll,” which 
has sold over 120,000 downloads. Combined 
with his previous GOLD-certified albums – 
JUSTIN MOORE and OUTLAWS LIKE ME 
– Justin has sold over 5.3 million digital 
downloads. While his music has been fea-
tured on the ABC hit drama “NASHVILLE,” 
Hannity & Colmes and NFL Rewind, he has 
been profiled by publications such as The 
Washington Post, People Country, Bill-
board and USA Today. Justin is currently 
headlining the OFF THE BEATEN PATH 
TOUR with special guests Randy Houser 
and Josh Thompson. Beginning March 24, 
fans can vote daily at www.voteacm.com to 
help Justin bring home the ACM New Art-
ist of the Year trophy during April 2 awards 
show, airing on CBS. Visit www.moore-

justinmusic.com for tour dates and more.
  The 2014 Toyota Texas Bass Classic will 
host a stellar 50-angler field, assembled 
from the top professional leagues, includ-
ing the PAA Tournament Series, Bassmas-
ter Elite Series and the Walmart FLW Tour, 
creating a true bass fishing world champi-
onship. The TTBC is an outdoor festival 
that includes exceptional entertainment and 
a variety of family and industry activities.
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Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

E-Z Financing! We Say
"Yes" To Everyone!

Bedroom Suites
Starting at

$599

Crafton
Trundle Bed
w/Mattresses

Sleep Design Pillow 
Top Mattress Sets ~ 

Queen Size  

Living Room
Suites

Starting at
$699

April Showers of Savings
"Store Wide Savings On All
Name Brand Furniture!!"

Robinson's  Furniture 
316 E. Broad * Mineola ~ 903-569-2506

April Crappie Fun on Fork! (Continued from Page 8-A)

great to catch a new 
lake record – even bet-
ter to keep her alive!
  Before I close I want 
to once again con-
gratulate Jackie Albin 
and Marty Snyder of 
Tightwad, MO for tak-
ing 1st place in the 
Crappie Masters One 
Day One Pole Chal-
lenge. Great job guys!! 
I guess you’ve found 
a NEW FAVORITE 

LAKE!! (7 FISH – 
15.83 LBS!) WOWZA!
  Also a huge thank you 
to Thomas at “Bulldog 
Computers” in Quit-
man cause on top of 
me losing all my phone 
contacts, my computer 
crashed! But, I was 
lucky enough to find 
Thomas and he saved 
the day! He fixed me up 
with the perfect laptop 
and was able to save all 

my info and photos – 
“PRICELESS” – sure 
appreciate all his help!
  My best to you all and 
hope you get to enjoy 
the April excitement 
on Fork! Be sure and 
stop in Lake Fork Ma-
rina – new shipments 
are arriving daily! 

Practice Safe
Boating

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Bill Whalen, Austin, TX., daughter 
Dawn Theiss, & sister Patty Shaw

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Tony & Maryann, Rispoli
Grapevine, TX.,

John Kotara, Whitedeer, TX.,
Leroy Hill, Pampa, TX.,

Patty Shaw
Weatherford, TX.,

Tim Tobey, Midlothian, TX., with 
sons Trevor & Taylor on their get 
out of school for good grades trip!

Brandon Block, Yantis, TX., with 
his grandkids Carson, Chandler, 

and Audrey

Jackie Albins "Stump Jumper" made in 
Tightwad, MO., Don't break off another 

transducer!

"Pappa" Wayne Blankenship, with 
grandson Jacob, Wichita Falls, TX.,

Marlene Fonderick
Minnesota

Jimmy Marshall with his fishing 
buddy Ed, Allen, TX.,

Toyota Texas Bass Classic Brings Texas Sized Entertainment to Lake Fork May 9-11, 2014
  The Toyota Texas Bass Classic (TTBC) 
is returning to Lake Fork in a big way. 
The Sabine River Authority in Quit-
man will again host this world-class bass 
fishing tournament and outdoor coun-
try music festival. We are proud to an-
nounce our exceptional entertainment this 
year, featuring country super stars, Pat 
Green, Little Big Town, and Justin Moore.
  “The anticipation and excitement for 
the Toyota Texas Bass Classic is off the 
charts this year. TTBC will be bringing 
premiere country music artists, as well as 
the world’s best anglers to Lake Fork. We 
hope to break records on and off the wa-
ter” said Tournament Director Lenny Fran-
coeur. “Not only do we have family friend-
ly ticket prices, but the sale of tickets will 
help us in our ongoing effort to support 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.” 
  Single day, general admission tickets are 
available for $15 in advance (or $25 at the 
gate).  That ticket includes parking and 

kids 17 and under get in free with a tick-
eted adult. Pat Green will be kicking off 
Friday’s country music concert and Little 
Big Town will take the stage on Saturday, 
May 10.  Rounding out the event’s enter-
tainment will be Justin Moore, Sunday, May 
11.  In addition to the headlining entertain-
ment artists, the TTBC will also feature a 
variety of regional bands including Tyler 
and the Tribe, Southern Slang, Backroad 
Anthem, and Sister C.  Tickets are avail-
able now at www.ToyotaTexasBassClassic.
com, your local Toyota dealerships, Acad-
emy Sports + Outdoors, and Brookshire’s. 
  A three-time Grammy nominee, Pat Green 
has become a cultural force across the coun-
try selling out venues from Nokia Theater 
in Times Square to the Houston Astrodome 
in Texas. Green’s explosive live shows have 
made him a fan favorite and a hot ticket, 
landing tours with the likes of Willie Nel-
son and Dave Matthews Band.  Named “the 
Springsteen of the South West” in People 

Magazine, Green has sold over 2 million 
albums, released a collection of hits at 
country radio and has been praised in Es-
quire, Blender, Billboard and USA Today.  
  Critically acclaimed country group, Little 
Big Town--consisting of members Karen 
Fairchild, Phillip Sweet, Kimberly Schlap-
man and Jimi Westbrook--first entered the 
music scene over 13 years ago with hits 
such as “Boondocks,” “Bring It On Home,” 
“Good As Gone” and Grammy-nominated 

(See Toyota Texas....Continued on Page 10-A)
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Debbie Garrett from Dallas, TX., was fishing 
Lake Fork with her husband celebrating their 
anniversary when she caught this nice 8.6-lb. 
bass on her very first cast. C.P.R. (Courtesy 
Photo Fisherman’s Cove Marina)

Chris Gilroy was fishing Lake Fork in March 
with guide Dean Stroman when he caught 
this nice 10.4-lb. bass on a Gene Larew Biffle 
Lizard. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo Dean Stroman 
Guide Service)

Dale Skoff caught this nice bass on Sunday 
March 23rd while fishing Lake Fork and was 
curious as to why the eyes were golden color. 
I’ve seen more than a few with gold colored 
eyes but I didn’t have an answer for him. If 
any of my readers know, give me a call. C.P.R. 
(Courtesy Photo)

Practice Safe
BoatingFish Friendly

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  Darn the cold fronts!!! 
Just as things are get-
ting good – here comes 
another one! It’s amaz-
ing how critical water 
temperatures are this 
time of year. Just the 
difference between 
58 and 61 degrees can 
make or break your 
catch. But, once those 
temps stabilize back up 
to the 60’s – it will be 
“GAME ON!” It looks 
like April is going to be 
“the month” this year!
  The frequent fronts 
in March has kept wa-
ter temps about 10 de-
grees below where they 
normally run. They’ve 
been holding in the 
mid to upper 50’s. On a 
good day with no wind, 
the backs of the coves 
might reach the low to 
mid 60’s so look for 
the warmest water you 
can find and target it.
  The crappie have been 
showing up anywhere 
between 8 and 15 ft. 
But, early morning 
and early evening they 
could move in as shal-
low as 1 to 5 ft. In the 
deeper water I’m tight 
lining a single 1/16 oz. 
jig one to three cranks 
off the bottom. In shal-
low water, I’m going 

to a slip-bobber set 
one to six feet and tar-
geting around stumps 
and at the edges of the 
grass – jigs or min-
nows or both – depends 
on what they want that 
day because this time 
of year, the patterns 
tend to change daily!
  We’re also throw-
ing road-runners with 
Bobby Garland’s “blue 
ice” or “electric chick-
en” and also Lake Fork 
Tackle’s “blue and 
pearl” live baby shad 
and “golden shiner.” 
Cast these shallow and 
reel just fast enough to 
keep it off the bottom. 
Or, for those of you 
who enjoy a “jigging 
rod” – please look up 
ProAnglerTackle.com 
and check out their 
6-1/2 to 14 ft. crappie 
rods. These are per-
fect for working those 
stumps when the crap-
pie are holding tight to 
cover. These are very 
light sensitive rods with 

enough backbone for 
our Lake Fork slabs!!
  Want to send thanks 
to all the parents and 
grandparents who 
took the time to bring 
the kids out for a day 
of fishing. I still ap-
preciate the fishing 
trips I had with my 
grandparents. They are 
memories of a lifetime!
  Once again, I hope 
you all will consider 
releasing those “Mon-
ster Crappie” 16” and 
over so they can keep 
growing. It would be 
(See April Crappie....
  Continued on Page 16-A)
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Tom Redington
    Lake Fork Guide

www.lakeforkguidetrips.com
214-683-9572 

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park 
Cabins/Lodges 

Tackle Store (Great Selection)
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack  of Knowledge”  Spawn Fishing for the Non-Sight Fisherman

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Owners: John & JoAnne Heimgartner

NOW OPEN
“ARE YOU READY FOR SOME 

CRAWFISH?”       

Limited Edition 6’9” Med/Hvy.
Bait Cast Rod

Split Grip, Cork, Light Weight &
Fast Tip, Includes Free Cap
$89    While Supplies Last!

CAJUN DELIGHTS
Lake Fork, Texas
• Jambalaya • Boiled Shrimp • 

GUMBO • Po-Boys 
• Fried Catfish

• Red Beans & Rice
• Fried Oysters 

Reg. Hours
Fri. - Sat.

4 pm - 9 pm
Take Out

or 
Dine In

B.Y.O.B.
For 

Information
Call:

903-383-7121

“Celebrating
Our 10th
Year at

Lake Fork”

Located Next 
to Fisherman’s 

One Stop
 7933 W. FM 
515 Yantis, 

Texas 75497

95

By Tom Redington

  With such a cold winter and spring, a very large 
number of the bass on Lake Fork will spawn this 
April.  Sight fishing is sometimes the most ef-
fective way to catch numbers of big bass, espe-
cially when the winds are light and a big wave 
of females move onto beds.  However, I’m often 
asked if good bass can still be caught by tech-
niques other than sight fishing in the spring.  
For those of you who don’t care for sight fish-

ing, have trouble seeing bass on beds, or face 
windy and cloudy conditions, take heart.  Fol-
lowing are three patterns for catching springtime 
bass without sight fishing—muddy water, deep-
er water, and windy flats—and these technique 
produce some of Fork’s largest bass each year.
  If water temps are in the 60s or warmer, stained 
to muddy water is typically the first area I will try, 
especially if it is sunny and calm.  Bass will be 
spawning in these areas but are often overlooked 
because sight fishermen cannot see them.  Perpet-
ually muddy areas, typically the upper ends of the 
lake and the very back ends of the largest creeks, 
have the muddiest water.  In addition, banks that 
receive the brunt of strong winds for several days 
or the backs of creeks after big rains are two lo-
cations in normally clearer areas that can also 
contain muddy water.  Catching spring bass in 
muddy water is usually pretty simple.  Bass will 
be holding shallow, especially around hard cover 
like stumps, laydowns, and docks.  Shallow sub-
merged and emergent vegetation will also hold 
them, with holes in the grass being the key areas.  
Even the tiniest of sticks often holds a big fish and 
bass typically won’t move far to chase a bait, so 
fish thoroughly by making repeated casts to ev-
ery piece of cover near the bank.  I pitch black 
neon or blue bruiser colored Lake Fork Flip-
pers, Hyper Sticks, and Craw Tubes with a ¼ oz 

sinker, Texas rigged.  Normally, you’ll only feel 
a little pressure or see your line move off on big-
ger fish.  If your bait feels any lighter or heavier 
than ¼ oz, let her have it!  The Dobyns Cham-
pion Extreme DX745C pitching rod is great for 
this set up because it is ultra-sensitive to feel the 
light bites, yet it is very well balanced so I can 
pitch this powerful rod all day and not get worn 
out.  If the fish are active, the thump and tail ac-
tion of a bladed jig with a Live Magic Shad trailer 
will catch lots of big ones, as has been proven re-
peatedly on the FLW and BASS tours this year.  
  While fishing very shallow works well in mud-
dy water, fishing slightly deeper works better for 
lunkers in clearer water.  In most areas of Fork, 
it’s hard to see bass on beds in water deeper than 
4’ to 6’.  Fishing slightly deeper in the 6’ to 12’ 
zone (approximately 2 casts off the shoreline in 
most areas) will give you access to big, unpres-
sured bass.  Many females stage in slightly deeper 
water before spawning in 2’ to 4’ and I’ve seen 
bass on beds as deep as 10’ on Fork; therefore, 
6’ to 12’ is the magic depth in most areas.  Pre-
mier structures in the 6’ to 12’ depth range include 
creek channels running through spawning flats, 
ledges along the edge of flats, and points near the 
mouth of spawning flats.  In addition to catching 

(See Pack of Knowledge....Continued on Page 22-A)

Texas Trails Bassmasters (Continued from Page 1-A)

ment. Entry fee is $45 and 
$10 for big bass pot which 
is optional. This is one club 
that holds tournaments on 
this great reservoir that pays 
back to the anglers 80% of 
entry fees and 100% of big 
bass entries. There will be 10 
places paid for heavy string-
er, and 3 places for big bass.
  Raffle tickets will be sold 
for prizes at registration and 
weigh-in. Ticket cost is $1 
each, 6 for $5, or 12 for $10. 
If you are not able to fish the 
tournament, come out and 
get in on the drawing, show 
your support and if you’re 
one of the lucky ones, you 
will take home a nice prize. 
Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork have 
some really great sponsors 
and will have some great 
prizes to be given away.
  Registration for the tour-
nament will be on Friday, 

April 11th from 4 p.m. until 
10 p.m. and Saturday, April 
12th from 4 a.m. until 6 a.m. 
All contestants must register.
  If you have been thinking 
of joining a bass club, you 
could not find a better one 
to be a part of. Individual, 
husband and wife, or family 
memberships are welcome. 
If you wish to improve your 
fishing skills and learn new 
techniques, this is where 
you belong. This is one bass 
club that is known for no 
arguing or disputes. The top 
3 winners of each tourna-
ment share their techniques, 
the bait they caught their 
winning stringer on and the 
depth and type of water their 
fish were caught in. As an 
added bonus, everyone can 
use good friends and in this 
club you will definitely meet 
some new fishing buddies.
  Membership to join the 

club is $30 per person 
yearly. The club has one 
tournament per month with 
a two-day championship at 
the end of the year. Cost per 
person each tournament is 
$25 entry, $5 Big Bass (op-
tional), with a $5 progres-
sive pot for a 7-pound or 
over big bass (also option-
al). Membership applica-
tions will be available at the 
tournament or you can go to 
their website to learn more 
about the club at: www.
texastrailsbassmasters.com.
  We hope to see all of you 
at the tournament. We 
will also be taking early 
entries for the “10th An-
nual Legend of Lake Fork 
Big Bass Tournament” 
at the tournament sight.

Practice Safe
Boating
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Reel In His Heart, Not With A 
Bass But With A Touch of Class!

 14kt Yellow Gold Bass           10kt Yellow Gold Duck           10kt Yellow Gold Elk

14kt Yellow Gold Reel           14kt Yellow Gold Buck              14kt Yellow Gold
                                                                                                       Boat  Propeller

10kt Yellow Gold 
GolfBag Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold 
Walleye  Pendant           

14kt Yellow Gold Water 
Ski Pendant           

We Pay Cash For Scrap Gold & Silver

INSTANT
CASH

INSTANT
CASH

North Texas Gold and Silver Exchange
Located in Diamonds-N-Designs

"Professional Jewelry and Watch Repair!"
1402 Mockingbird Lane, Ste. 7 • Sulphur Springs, Texas

903-885-1118
Shop On Line:  

www.diamonds-n-designs.com

Financing Available 
With Approved Credit!

Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Copper Ridge
Hideaway

Booking Now For 
Spring Fishing/Family Getaway

Wonderful 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath With a Gated 3,000 Square Ft. 
Home, 3 Covered Car Ports With Electrical Hook-Ups

Amenities: 4 Bedroom, (Sleeps Up to 12) 2 Full Baths, Direct TV, 
Mi-Fi Internet, Washer and Dryer, Fully Equipped Kitchen, 2 

Coffee Makers (Coffee Furnished), 2 Living Areas and a Dining 
Area, Outside Covered Patio With Smoker/Grill & 

a Propane Fish Cooker
Dock on Clarkson Branch Cove North of Sun Eagle Bay

1.7 mile by boat or 3 miles by truck/car to Lake Fork Marina
Call For Availability And Pricing:

Clint ~ 903-312-9885  Stephanie  863-738-9092

April is heating up on Lake Fork
By David Ozio

  What an interesting year for Lake Fork to date. 
One cold front after another, high pressure, high 
winds, one would think there is no end in sight. 
The optimist in me says be patient and look for-
ward to an outstanding April. As of this week, big 
fish have started to show up in the shallows and 
beds are being built in some of the warmest pock-
ets as we speak. Water clarity has been an issue 
for scouting but the trusty shakey head has shown 
my clients and I that they are there and ready to do 
their business. Several protected pockets are hold-
ing hundreds of nice slot fish and even a few dou-
ble digit momma’s. The large trophy’s are harder 
to see as they hold off to the side of the bed but if 
you stare long enough, you will see the tail move 

giving away the position of the fish of a lifetime. 
    The trick to locating these groups of spawn-
ing fish is water temp. If you can locate some 
60 degree water that has maintained that temp 
for several days, odds are the fish are there. We 
were down south recently scouring through a 
north bank pocket and saw a huge slot that was 
locked onto the bed. Searching the rest of the area 
turned up nothing. It won’t be long and that area 
will be busting at the seams with fish wanting to 
“get ‘er done”. They always bed last on the south 
end of the lake but they are much easier to see 
due to significantly clearer water conditions. It is 
also very time consuming to search out groups of 
spawning fish but the time spent will allow you to 
have these fish to yourself once they show them-
selves. Also, pay attention to big stumps in the 
shallow areas. I have seen many a giant bedding 
right next to these stumps or up against laydowns. 
    The April full moon should usher in the larg-
est wave of spawning females as they missed their 
window in March due to cold water temps. Mid 
lake pockets should start to light up with the sandy 
light spots near the shorelines. The trick now will 
be to catch them. I have heard of a zillion ways to 
bag these critters but the fish has to be somewhat 
willing to participate if you plan to boat a per-
sonal best off the beds. Simplicity is sometimes 

far better. First of all, you need to be able to see 
the bait in the water as the fish studies the offer-
ing or potential threat to his nest. Bright colors 
work exceptionally well like white Texas rigged 
lizards, merthiolate trick worms rigged wacky 
style, or a white craw worm with red pinchers 
rigged on a shakey head. You can get as elaborate 
as you like based upon your definition of fun. I 
have heard of anglers using jointed hard bodied 
swimbaits to lure these giants into biting. They 
would work them slowly until it reached the bed 
and then let it fall into the sandy spot. Hmmm! 
I’ve never tried that. Sounds interesting. Person-
ally, I think a drop shot works incredibly well us-

(See April is heating up...
Continued on Page 20-A)

Athens Eggfest 2014 Set for April 12 at TFFC
  The fourth annual Ath-
ens Eggfest is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 12, 
at the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center (TFFC).
  The event will run from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Cooking will 
end at 3 p.m. Tasting will con-
tinue until all the food is gone.
  Regular admission to TFFC 
will be charged. Those who 
preregister will be allowed 
to taste for a $5 donation 
to the Friends of the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center.
  Persons who do not pre-
register can still taste by 
making a $10 donation to 
the Friends of the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Cen-
ter at the event entrance.
  Both cooks and tasters 
may preregister at http://
athenseggfest.wordpress.
com/. There is no fee to cook.
  This year’s Eggfest will 
feature guest cook Tyron 
Smith, known to Dallas 
Cowboys fans as Number 

77. The TFFC Eggfest can 
be thought of as an ultimate 
tailgate cookout. Dozens 
of Eggheads will fire up 
Big Green Eggs and bake, 
smoke, grill and serve ev-
erything from breakfast 
casseroles to pork bellies to 
wild game to blueberry muf-
fins to pig candy. It will all 
be cooked on the iconic ce-
ramic cookers, and samples 
will be available for tasting.
  The theme for this year’s 
Athens Eggfest is “Grillin’ 
and Chillin’.” An Eggfest is 
not a cooking competition, 
it’s a tasting frenzy accompa-
nied by cooking instruction. 
Food will be coming off the 
Eggs all day long, starting 
with breakfast-type items in 
the morning and progressing 
to heartier foods as the day 
goes on. While tasting, you 
can learn how to cook on 
a ceramic cooker yourself.
  “The basic idea behind the 
Eggfest is to get people out-

doors, and what better way 
to do that than by offering 
them delicious food,” said 
Allen Forshage, TFFC di-
rector. “And while they are 
here, we hope they will take 
time to fish in our ponds, 
walk our Wetlands Trail and 
learn about the role TFFC 
and TPWD play in keep-
ing fishing great in Texas.”
  Demo eggs used at this 
event will be available for 
purchase at the end of the day. 
Click on the link above to re-
serve a once-used ceramic 
cooker prior to the event.
  
  The Athens Eggfest is 
sponsored by Morrison Sup-
ply, Paragon Distributing, 
Brookshire’s Food and Phar-
macy, Friends of TFFC and 
First State Bank--Athens.
  
  For more information 
on visiting TFFC, visit 
www.tpwd.texas.gov/tffc 
or call (903) 676-2277.
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

April is heating up on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 6-A)

ing a Zoom fluke to drive the bass to her wits end. 
    All this being said, maybe you’re not a good sight 
fisherman so let’s target these pre and post spawn-
ing goliaths with a swimbait, spinnerbait or a light 
chatterbait. Perch imitations always work well and 
are usually the pegs that are empty at all the tackle 
stores this time of year. Tackle warehouse will 
always have everything you need and plenty in 
stock. This is also my favorite time to use weight-
less flukes and senko’s in watermelon candy red. I 
witnessed a guy catch a 9.25 recently on this very 
bait midway back in a small pocket. If none of the 

above is your wheelhouse, back out to a second-
ary point or even a main lake point and chunk a 
Carolina rig or Texas Rig. There are multiple baits 
that you can use starting with the lizard. That is a 
never fail lure. Baby brush hogs, flukes and Zoom 
centipedes will also cause the rod to load up if all 
are fished from 3 to 8 ft. It’s always good if wood 
is present and don’t be afraid to run these offerings 
right next to anything that looks fishy. The cold 
water temps have caused a many of people to be 
disappointed with March but I think April will re-
deem all prior failures. Be persistent and this will 
increase your chances of a glorious wall hanger.
    If you are headed out to Lake Fork in April 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love 
to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few 
dates open in April and some in May. I also have 
gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge 
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow 
me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. I run a Skeeter FX 
with a Yamaha 250SHO and would like to thank 
Skeeter for making my office on the lake the best 
in the country. I would also like to thank G-Loo-
mis, Shimano and Lowrance for making my job 
the blast that it is. A special shout out to H&W 
Marine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me 

on the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

Mark Spaeth caught this nice Lake Fork lunk-
er while fishing with guide David Ozio. Just like 
us bass have to eat when it is cold too! C.P.R. 
(Courtesy Photo David Ozio Guide Service)

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM • 24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

New Rules Give Landowners Flexibility
for Nuisance Alligator Control
  Landowners are now 
able to contract di-
rectly with nuisance 
alligator hunters under 
new rules adopted by 
the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Commission.
  The new protocol will 
authorize a permitted 
control hunter to con-
tract directly with a 
landowner or landown-
er’s agent (including a 
political subdivision, 
governmental entity, 
or property owner’s 
association) for a fee 
or other compensa-
tion for the removal 
of nuisance alligators.
  By allowing control 
hunters to contract di-
rectly with landown-
ers, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
hopes to simplify the 
process and allow per-
mittees to retain cap-

tured alligators and pro-
cess or sell them. The 
new protocol would al-
low alligators to be re-
leased in suitable habi-
tat with the approval 
of the department and 
the landowner of the 
property where the re-
lease would take place.
  During the past 20 
years, once imperiled 
alligator populations in 
Texas have rebounded 
spectacularly. Increased 
suburban, exurban, an 
industrial development 
in an adjacent to coast-
al counties, particularly 
along the mid- and up-
per coast, has resulted 
in increasing number of 
nuisance alligator com-
plaints, especially in ar-
eas biologically charac-
terized by diminishing 
or little to no habitat.
  Each nuisance alliga-

tor control hunter must 
complete a certification 
process that includes 
(1) an application to 
TPWD, (2) a depart-
ment administered nui-
sance alligator control 
course, (3) a written 
exam on nuisance al-
ligator control, and (4) 
a live alligator handling 
exam. Additionally, an 
annual permit fee of 
$252 is required. No 
one in Texas is exclud-
ed from having a valid 
nuisance control per-
mit issued by TPWD 
Alligator Program for 
the capture and release 
of American alliga-
tors, including local 
animal control officers.
  Persons interested in 
the nuisance alligator 
control hunter program 
(See New Rules.....
  Continued on Page 21-A)
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com

Page 4-A                                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                           April

Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “10th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Proud Sponsor of “The Wish To Fish Foundation”
Mention This Ad With A Purchase For A Donation  

Help Us To Be The 
Best.... Plan Your Trips 

To Lake Fork With 
“The Fisherman’s 

Guide News” News or 
Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 

or 903-360-6994

10th  Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 1-A)

to 9 p.m., Saturday, May 17th from 5 a.m. to 6 
a.m. and 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., and on Sunday, May 
18th, 5 a.m. to 6 a.m. All mail-in entries should 
check in at tournament headquarters at the speci-
fied times listed above to receive weight bags 
and promotional gifts. Also on hand will be as-
sorted sizes of TFO Rods anglers can purchase 
for $50 each with no limit while supplies last.
  The tournament will be held on May 16, 
17, and 18th hosted by Lake Fork Ma-
rina on Highway 17N, 903-765-2764.
  Fishing hours for the tournament are from 6 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. each day of the tournament with the first 
weigh-in hour being 7 to 8. Trailering is allowed 
and hourly updates can be heard three times per 
hour on KMOO 99.9 FM on your radio. The num-
ber of anglers per boat is only limited to the weight 
capacity of the boat. Each person in the boat must 

be a paid entry. Only three (3) bass can be in the 
possession of each angler at a time and they must 
have a means of separating their catch from other 
angler or anglers in the boat. The official measur-
ing board will be the Chek-It-Stick and bass under 
the slot cannot touch 16” and fish over the slot 
must at least touch the 24” mark. Polygraph tests 
will be given each hour. Once the angler has en-
tered the weigh-in line he or she has committed 
for that hourly weigh-in and as long as an angler 
is in a paid hourly position their boat and partners 
must remain at tournament headquarters until the 
hour is completed. All anglers must have a current 
Texas Fishing License in their possession when 
they come to the weigh-in line. No dead fish will 
be weighed in. Each boat must be equipped with 
a throw cushion, working live-well, kill-switch, 
lights, horn, and current registration. All anglers 

must wear their Coast Guard approved life vest at 
all times the large motor is in operation. All pro-
tests must be turned in, in writing to tournament 
staff 15 minutes after the hour in which the infrac-
tion occurred. During the tournament all state and 
local laws apply. All of the day’s catches must be 
released back into the lake by 3:00 p.m. of each 
day and anglers must be off the water by 8:00 p.m. 
each day during the course of the tournament.
  Anyone wishing to fish the tournament can 
pick up an entry form at most local businesses 
around the lake or go to www.legendoflakefork.
com and download an entry form and rules. If 
in the rules and regulations you find you have 
another question, feel free to call “The Fisher-
man’s Guide News” at 903-383-7748 or mo-
bile 903-360-6994 and ask for Don or Sue.

Tracy Cobb from White House, Tennessee was 
fishing Lake Fork on March 24 when he caught 
this nice hawg weighing 12.5-lbs. on a Yum 5 
Wire Flash Mob. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo Fish-
erman’s One Stop)

New   Rules   Give   Landowners   Flexibility
for Nuisance Alligator Control (Continued from Page 5-A)

can request informa-
tion by email at amos.
cooper@tpwd.state.
tx.us. Prospective per-
mittees can also contact 
Amos Cooper at (409) 
726-3625 (office) or 
(409) 293-2836 (cell) 
to receive an applica-
tion in the mail. All 
applications must be 
returned by June 30 
to the Alligator Pro-
gram, 10 Parks and 
Wildlife Drive, Port 

Arthur, Texas 77640.
  The next scheduled 
classes are set for Au-
gust 15-16 depending 
on the number of appli-
cants. For information 
on the rules and regu-
lations governing alli-
gator go to www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/regulations/ 
click on Alligators In 

Texas and a 32 page 
booklet will appear. 
For information on Al-
ligator Farming and all 
PWD form associated 
with the Alligator Pro-
gram go to www.tpwd.
state.tx.us/business/
permits/ click on Al-
ligator Permits and all 
forms will be displayed.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All New Ranger Aluminum Line
Now In Stock

Call 903-383-7686
24 HOURS A DAY

FOR HOURS OF OPERATION
& LIVE BAIT AVAILABILITY

PROPANE
BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED

WATERDOGS
NOW AVAILABLE 

LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish                
Minnows for Crappie 

LAKE FORK COUNTRY STORE
HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

IN BUSINESS OVER 27 YEARS SAME LOCATION
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

Friday-Sunday

GOOD
SELECTION

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

staging fish, you can also catch deep bedding 
fish that others can’t see, so deeper sections 
of spawning flats are a key location too.  A 
lightweight Carolina rig, with an 18” leader 
and a ¼ oz weight on 20 lb fluorocarbon line 
is the perfect option for these bass.  Tip your 
Carolina rig with a green pumpkin or water-
melon colored Hyper Stick, or Magic Shad 
and you’ll be set.  The light weight keeps you 
in contact with your bait, yet you still get the 
awesome dying fall of your favorite soft plas-

tic lures that is so successful in the spring.  
Make long casts because spring bass are wary, 
especially the big ones.  The 7’8” Dobyns Ex-
treme DX784C works very well with this rig 
because it’ll make long casts with the small 
sinker and still has plenty of feel and power 
for long distance work.  For areas with lots 
of grass or heavy timber, pitching a 3/8 oz 
MPack jig in green pumpkin/black or water-
melon with a matching Fork Craw into the 
thickest cover will produce some real toads.  

  Finally, shallow 
spawning flats in 
clear water can pro-
duce fantastic fishing 
on windy and over-
cast days.  Big bass 
that are shy of boats 
in shallow water 
will often hold tight 
to their beds while 
spawning or feed ac-

tively before and after spawning on the nasti-
est of days.  Big shallow flats with lots of grass 
are my favorite areas.  For late prespawn and 
spawning fish, soft plastic jerkbaits are my top 
option.  Magic Shads, Live Magic Shads and 
Hyper Sticks rigged weightless Texas style 
and dead-sticked are deadly.  If the bass are 
shy of these bigger baits, a wacky rigged Hy-
per Finesse Worm will produce when nothing 
else works.  Again, long casts help catch more 
of these spooky fish so I rig these up on the 
7’3” Dobyns Champion 733C rod and it loads 
up perfectly with weightless soft plastics.   
  If sight fishing isn’t your strength, give mud-
dy water, deeper water, or windy flats a try and 
you’ll catch lots of big bass this spring.   For 
more fish catching tips, check out my website 
www.LakeForkGuideTrips.com, or follow 
me at www.facebook.com/tomredingtonfish-
ing and www.twitter.com/Tom_Redington  .  
  Tom Redington is a FLW Tour pro, host of 
TV’s “Big Bass Battle” & a bass guide on 
Lake Fork.  To make the most of your experi-
ence in the outdoors, he recommends the Boy 
Scouts of America, Lake Fork Trophy Lures, 
Dobyns Rods, Ranger Boats, Mercury Out-
boards, Diamond Sports Marine, Lucky Craft, 
Costa Sunglasses, Lowrance, & Power Poles.   
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What does Bubba dream about?
By: Don Hampton

  It wouldn’t take a dream expert to analyze Bub-
ba’s dreams. For those of us that know him it would 
not be difficult to guess just what he dreams about.          
  In his younger years he will admit he dreamed 
about the “Budweiser Girls and the “Dal-
las Cheerleaders”, but that was before meet-
ing Bubbette the love of his dreams. Now in 
what he refers to as his “Golden Years”, Bub-
ba’s dreams consist mainly of drinking Bud-
weiser and fishing 79 miles this side of Dallas.
  Now when I refer to Bubba’s dreaming, 
this doesn’t mean he is always asleep. This 
man’s daydreams can put Rip VanWinkle to 
shame. He can be driving his truck or speed-
ing across the lake to get to one of his hon-
ey holes and just have a doosie of a dream.
  A couple of times, with the fear factor pres-
ent, I’ve had to arouse him. When I’ve 
asked him where he was at he would reply, 
“Oh, I was just having a little daydream!”
  Bubba has shared some of his dreams with 
me and believe me that man has a vivid imagi-
nation. The best thing about Bubba’s dreams 
though is that no one ever gets hurt and evi-
dently they bring him a lot of enjoyment.
  One of his favorites and he insists it might come 
true because it is a reoccurring dream is that 
he fishes his way to the Bassmasters and wins.
  That is not so far fetched. Many anglers dream 
of that, but Bubba’s dreams go in depth far be-

yond that point. In his dream he beats everyone 
in the competition by 20 pounds per day and at 
the end of the tournament all the pros want his 
autograph and insist he give them tips on his 
fishing expertise. I told him I didn’t think he 
would ever be able to do that with a Zebco 33. 
(I can’t tell you what he told me on that one.)
  My favorite one he has shared with me is him 
catching the new world record largemouth bass. 
He has even seen this one tilt the scales at 28.62 
pounds. That is doing some mighty powerful 
dreaming. In this dream he even picks up spon-
sors and does television commercials. Can you 
imagine Bubba doing a Fruit of the Loom com-
mercial? In case this dream does come true I 
want to be around for this one. Bubba has been 
practicing the American Express commercial. It 
doesn’t quite sound like any I’ve ever heard, but 
who knows we might have to give him credit.
  Bubba’s version goes like this: “Howdy you 
all! You and yours probably don’t have a clue 
as to who I are, that’s why I carry this here plas-
tic thang! People may not recognize me in my 
fishing gear at the rib house or at the chicken 
fried steak place, which’s why I carry this thang. 
Whether on the pond or on a lake, make no 
mistake, you present this and you can get a rib 
or steak! Don’t leave your shack without it!”
  Now if you saw this, wouldn’t it just make you 
want to go out and extend your credit rating.
  With all dreams there comes the scary ones and 
Bubba has a few of those. His consists of want-

ing to go fishing and not being able to find his 
boat, not being able to find the lake, Bubbette 
selling all his fishing stuff at one of her garage 
sales, and the “Dallas Cheerleaders” and the 
“Budweiser Girls” all wanting to go fishing with 
him. (Well okay, maybe not the last one. I just 
wanted to see what Bubbette would do to him.)
  To top all of this off someone made the mis-
take of sharing with Bubba a superstitious say-
ing. Bubba being a country boy and believ-
ing somewhat in superstition isn’t taking any 
chances. This individual told Bubba that if 
you have a dream and tell it to someone before 
having breakfast that dream will come true. 
Now when Bubbette tells him to shut-up and 
go back to sleep, he gets on the phone to his 
friends to tell them of fishing the Bassmasters 
or making an American Express commercial.
  So, if you meet Bubba, don’t give him your telephone 
number. You just might get a before breakfast call!

Emory, 886 E. Lennon, Hwy 69
888-473-1222  903-473-1222
c21lakecountry@verizon.net

Quitman, 306 S. Main
800-254-7541  903-763-2216

c21lcr@peoplescom.net

Alba/Lake Fork, 5200 FM 515
888-413-5200  903-474-2031

c21lake@verizon.net

century21lakecountryrealty.com
Judy Stroman, Broker     903-850-5082

WOW! WHAT A BEAUTY! Enjoy a luxurious lifestyle here . . . in-ground 
swimming pool, boathouse with lift and fishing area, golf tee off mound, 
detached guest quarters that could be used for a business, den with full 
bath upstairs above garage, ceramic tile floors throughout living areas, 
carpet in bedrooms, sub-zero frig, walk-in pantry, breakfast bar, blonde 
wood, wet bar, office at front, open and split floor plan, master bedroom 
at back with walk-in closet, jetted tub and shower stall, half bath outside 
at patio/pool area, fenced backyard, super great views, fruit tree orchard, 
almond and berry trees, no restrictions! $389,500

GET READY FOR SOME GREAT FISHING! Great area of Lake 
Fork, excellent boathouse w/lift and fishing pier. Good water depth, 
great view. Very comfortable home, good floor plan. Open living, 
kitchen, breakfast bar and room, all w/ fantastic views of Lake Fork. 
Beautiful columned tiled entry, gorgeous custom kitchen, granite coun-
ters, large master opens to patio and hot tub. Master bath with jetted 
tub an separate shower. Office area off kitchen/garage and access to 
master bath. Sit on your covered patio and enjoy morning coffee and 
view. Two-car garage and two-carport. There is a scenic bridge across 
the back. $309,000

CALLING ALL INVESTORS! House has been 
previously rented. Needs lots of work. Good 
opportunity for rental income or to own your 
own home. To be sold “As is, Where is”. Only 
$21,000

EXTRA NICE LAKE FORK WATERFRONT home in small subdivision 
of approx. 21 houses. Home has large entry, living area, formal dining, 
heated & cooled sun room. Nice kitchen, breakfast bar, utility room with 
pantry. Master bedroom has large walk-in closet. This home is still like 
new, very well maintained. There is a workshop area just off the carport. 
Detached workshop in back yard. Irrigation/sprinkler system is from the 
lake. Boathouse has lift and small storage area.. Subdivision has its own 
boat ramp that is fully useable. Pretty area of Lake Fork, lots of trees, 
dogwoods. $259,000

BEAUTIFUL SETTING on 2.72 acres, This 3BR 2BA, with 
2360 sf of living space has 2 living areas, separate office, 
large utility room, open kitchen, dining and living area, wood 
burning fireplace, plus a large sunroom to take advantage 
of the gorgeous treed property.  Also there is a shop/storage 
building. Near Lake Fork, this property gives you the op-
portunity to live within 2 miles of a public boat ramp and 
fishing, but not have to pay the waterfront price.  $139,000.

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Priced at $450,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Reduced to $525,000

RESTAURANT, SMOKEHOUSE ON LAKE FORK. Seats approxi-
mately 84 with plenty of parking. The property sits on 2.7 acres with 
leaseback and old boat ramp to Lake Fork. This location has lots 
of potential. Nicely decorated in rustic décor. Fully equipped, clean 
kitchen, walk-in coolers, freezers, 2-smokers. Commercial septic, 
fully approved. Great location on Hwy 154, approximately 3500 
cars per day travel this road. Located right on Lake Fork where 
there are many tournaments, weekend and holiday fishermen. . Area 
has a large retirement community. This is a great opportunity. just 
walk-in and start serving. $135,000 

LAKE LYDIA WITH EXCELLENT BOAT HOUSE AND 
SHOP. Home is 1800 sf with 3 BR 2 Bath, concrete drive, 
2-car garage, carport and a 30x30 insulated metal shop 
with overhead door and half bath. Recently redone with 
oak cabinets, solid surface counters, stainless appliances, 
marble back splash and new flooring throughout. Lake 
Lydia is one of Wood Counties best kept secrets, approx. 
80 acre private lake with a lake manager onsite. Enjoy 
your own boathouse with fishing decks.  $179,000.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”

Pending
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“The Fisherman’s Guide News” would like to 
welcome our newest writer, David Ozio to our 
staff. With David’s expertize and experience of 
bass fishing we are sure he will bring new in-
sights on catching that Lake Fork lunker of a 
lifetime.

Marty Snyder  and Jackie Albin from Tightwad, Missouri won the Crap-
pie Masters National Qualifier, One Day, One Pole Ultimate Challenge 
Tournament held on Lake Fork, March 15, with a total 7-fish stringer 
weight of 15.83-lbs. and winning them 1st Place prize money of $3,200. 
This was their first time to fish on Lake Fork. Jackie is the inventor of 
the “Stump Jumper”.

10th  Annual Legend of Lake Fork 
Big Bass Tournament May 16, 17, 18
By Don Hampton

  There is going to be one lucky angler to take 
home a new 2014 Legend bass boat simply 
because their entry to the 10th Annual Leg-
end of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament was 
postmarked or received before April 30th.
  Anglers should not be discouraged if they did 
not get their entries in early. There are still 3 more 
Legend bass boats to be given away and 7 plac-
es paid each hour of this three day tournament. 
First place each hour with heavy bass will receive 

$500, second place 
$400, third place $300, 
fourth place $200, fifth 
place $175, sixth place 
$150 and the first one 
knocked out of sixth 
place will receive a 
$100 gift card or cer-
tificate from our spon-
sors. For the first angler 
that catches an exact 
10-pound bass, that 
angler will take home 
a Kubota RTV-X1120, 
from our sponsors at 
Alba & Pittsburg Trac-
tor, valued at $17,178.    
  Anglers do not have 
to have a Legend boat 
to participate in the 
tournament. There will 
be boats of all makes 
and models compet-
ing in the tournament. 
For the anglers that 
miss the early entry 
you can enter the tour-
nament at tournament 
headquarters begin-
ning on May 15, 2014. 
No checks will be ac-
cepted at that time. To 
enter at the tournament 
headquarters, hours 
will be Thursday, May 
15th from 2 p.m. until 
10 p.m., Friday, May 
16th from 5 a.m. un-
til 6 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake 
Fork Open Tournament April 12

(See 10th Annual......
     Continued on Page 4-A)

By Don Hampton

  The Texas Trails 
Bassmasters of Lake 
Fork bass club will 
be holding their 28th 
Semi-Annual Open 
Bass Tournament on 
April 12th, hosted 
by Oak Ridge Ma-
rina on Hwy. 154.
  This progressive bass 
club is active in the 
Wish to Fish Founda-
tion and Wood County 

Kid Fish each year, 
and would like to in-
vite everyone to come 
out and fish with them.
  This is a fund raiser 
tournament for the 
club that assists them 
in their youth, conser-
vation, social and club 
functions. This is one 
club that truly sup-
ports, promotes, and 
protects Lake Fork. All 
of the directors on the 
board of “The Wish to 

Fish Foundation” are 
members of this club.
  You will help with 
your support by com-
ing out on April 12th 
and fishing their open 
tournament. Fishing 
Hours will be from 6 
a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 
All contestants must be 
in line by 3:30 official 
time. It is an individual 
heavy stringer tourna-

(See Texas Trails......
 Continued on Page 7-A) 


