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Billy and all the crew at Sartin Marine would like 
to welcome their newest employee to their staff, 
Robert Gilliland. With Robert’s years of experi-
ence in the marine parts and service department, 
he will be an asset to the business.

Year End Review on Lake Fork and Great Things To Look Forward To in 2015

Lake Fork guide Danny Holder should hire out as Santa every year, 
because he really makes a good one! He was Santa’s helper having 
pictures taken with the children and accepting their “Wish List” for 
the real Santa at Oak Ridge Marina on December 13th when parents 
brought their children for “Breakfast with Santa”. There were 170 par-
ticipants that shared the holiday experience. 

By Don Hampton

  Lake Fork could only be described as ex-
citing and living up to its reputation as 
the “Big Bass Capital of Texas” in 2014.
  In the 2014 Toyota ShareLunker Season Lake 

Fork contributed three lunkers of the nine en-
tered into the program state wide. Randall Clay-
bourne from Tulsa, Oklahoma won the program’s 
Angler of the Year with his Lake Fork catch of 
13.86-pounds. Other anglers making a great en-
try into the program with Lake Fork lunkers were 

(See  Year End Review....Continued on Page 4-A)Blake Eppinette from 
Downsville, Louisana 
with a 13.6-pound bass 
and Stephen Proctor 
from Pryor, Oklahoma 
with a 13.29-pound 
bass. David Roulston 
from Frisco, Texas has   
started off the 2015 
Toyota ShareLunker 
season in a big way. 
On Thursday, Novem-
ber 20th at approxi-
mately 1 p.m fishing 
Lake Fork he caught 
a lunker bass weigh-
ing 13.88-pounds, 
measuring 26.75-inch-
es in length, with a 
girth of 20.5-inches. 
With David’s lat-
est entry it brought 
the ShareLunker en-
tries to 558 with 257 
of those lunkers hav-

ing been caught on Lake Fork.
 On April 6, 2014 BassChamps hosted its 6th An-
nual Ford Mega Bass Tournament with 1,643 An-
glers coming to participate  in the largest one-day 
pay-out for a big bass tournament. With a new 
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Emory, 886 E. Lennon, Hwy 69
888-473-1222  903-473-1222
c21lakecountry@verizon.net

Quitman, 306 S. Main
800-254-7541  903-763-2216

c21lcr@peoplescom.net

Alba/Lake Fork, 5200 FM 515
888-413-5200  903-474-2031

c21lake@verizon.net

century21lakecountryrealty.com
Judy Stroman, Broker     903-850-5082

EXTENSIVE REFURBISHMENTS. Comfortable home on 2 corner 
lots. New paint throughout, ceiling popcorn removed, like-new carpet, 
repainted cabinets, garage & storage bldg. New light fixtures, A/C serviced. 
Great floor plan with 2142 sq. ft. heated & cooled, wb fireplace, two living 
areas (can be office), two eating areas, large utility room, 3 BR, 2 Baths. 
Chain link fence for the animals, large shade trees, 2-car garage, storage 
bldg.  Don’t miss viewing this one. $139,900.

WANT YOUR OWN PRIVATE LAKE? This 9.23 acre tract has a 
beautiful lake, best guess is 3.5 to 5 acre lake. May have some springs, 
owner says still had water in last drought. Gorgeous views, nice wooded 
property, pretty drive up with planted cedars. Home is doublewide 
manufactured, owner says 32x64, 2048 sf. Nice kitchen with prep 
island, gas stove, breakfast area, wet bar, lots of space. Wood burning 
FP, Dining has large windows that overlook scenic lake view. 4 BR, 
2 Bath, Master has garden tub & separate shower. Near Lake Fork, 
about 6 miles from public boat ramp. Beautiful property, great loca-
tion. $154,000.

PRETTY WATERFRONT SETTING on Lake Holbrook. 
Extremely nice, clean 3 bedroom, 2 bath waterfront home. 
Large living/dining and kitchen area with kitchen bar. 
Beautiful trees, screened porch, deck overlooking the lake, 
storage building and fishing pier. This home is a great place 
to come, relax for the weekend or perfect for a permanent 
home. Come take a look at this great place on the water. 
Everything is ready for you to move right in and start 
enjoying. Reduced to $149,900.

EXTRA NICE LAKE FORK WATERFRONT home in small subdivision 
of approx. 21 houses. Home has large entry, living area, formal dining, 
heated & cooled sun room. Nice kitchen, breakfast bar, utility room with 
pantry. Master bedroom has large walk-in closet. This home is still like 
new, very well maintained. There is a workshop area just off the carport. 
Detached workshop in back yard. Irrigation/sprinkler system is from the 
lake. Boathouse has lift and small storage area.. Subdivision has its own 
boat ramp that is fully useable. Pretty area of Lake Fork, lots of trees, 
dogwoods. $250,000

COUNTRY LIVING ON 1.422 ACRES just east of Lake Lydia. 
Pretty setting with circle asphalt drive, lots of trees, storm shelter, 
well for irrigation and Fouke Community water. Showcase ready 
and tastefully decorated. Spacious living area with wb stove. Re-
done with lots of cabinets and eating bar. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, utility 
room, Separate office can be 3rd bedroom with extra large closet 
adjacent. Dining is refreshing with great views, opens to back patio 
and covered patio. Property has beautiful shade trees, a garden, small 
workshop. Must see this one, you’ll be pleasantly surprised. $88,000

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Appraised and Priced at $535,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Reduced to $525,000

AFFORDABLE WATERFRONT ON LAKE FORK. Plenty of 
space to roam around. Beautifully finished log siding home with 
covered back deck. Inside is tasteful with wood walls and ceil-
ings, rock fireplace. With 1510 sf living area it’s a  really great 
place for permanent or weekend living. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
living/dining, kitchen, carport, storage building. Situated on 
one of the great fishing areas of Lake Fork, this one is ready for 
you. Some furniture available for purchase. You need to take a 
look at this one! $149,900 

BEAUTIFUL SETTING ON 10 ACRES. Drive into the wooded 
area and follow the circle drive with large hardwoods surround-
ing. Some pasture at the back. Far back is a nice size pond, 
probably 1/4 acre or more. The 3 bedroom, 2 bath mobile home 
needs new carpet. Recently added and additional living are with 
wood burning stove and total new kitchen cabinets and counters. 
Very large utility room is an addition as well. Carport and a few 
storage buildings on the property. This is a good, secluded place 
for someone who wants their privacy. $115,000.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”

REDUCED

Pending

Bubba thinks a lot of the “Fish Tales” on Lake Fork are bigger than the “Fish Tails”!
By: Don Hampton
 
  Everything is big on Lake Fork. That could be 
the reason, one of Bubba’s New Year’s Resolu-
tions is to lose some weight. He is not too ex-
cited about that one though. He likes his fried 
fish, chicken fried steaks, mashed potatoes and 
gravy. Bubba is also kind of proud of his size. 
He says, “People can see I’m healthy and with 
my longer arms I can make longer casts!” Well, 
that’s Bubba for you… always looking for the 
positive in a situation. He even wants to get a 
bumper sticker for his truck that says, “Made 
In Texas By Texans”. His truck was built in 
Detroit so we know he’s not referring to that!
  Big is the reason Bubba chose to live on 
Lake Fork. For the big bass and I do be-
lieve for the big stories and the num-
ber of restaurants that have “All You Can 
Eat”, while you tell these exaggerations!
  Bubba has a tendency to tell a few tall-tales him-
self.  With him when he is exaggerating a story 
he does it in full jest. Fishing is just too much 
fun to fib about it. Bubba’s stories range from 
the bass he caught that was so big, that when he 
pulled it out of the water the lake level dropped 
two feet to the one that was so big it struck at his 
boat thinking it was a topwater lure. My very 
favorite one he told me was about the one he 
hooked under the 154 bridge. This hawg was so 
big and strong it pulled him from the bridge to 
the dam. It was so strong and fast he was pass-

ing other boats that were on plane. When the 
fish got him in deeper water he had to cut his 
line because he was afraid the fish was going to 
pull his boat under like a bobber on a cane pole.
  One of Bubba’s favorite past-times is sit-
ting around making up exaggerated funny 
fishing stories. It is like some of the jokes he 
makes up. He’ll practice them on Bubbette 
until she gets so tired of them she runs off to 
Wal-Mart and then he rehearses them to him-
self. When he gets to a point where he laughs 
at them, then look out world here they come!
  With his stories a person knows they are all in jest 
and only for the fun of telling. You know right away 
his stories are literally, “unbelievably funny”.
  With some anglers and their fish stories you can 
just watch and listen to Bubba to determine if he 
believes them. If you or someone else is telling 
Bubba a fish story that he just isn’t quite buying, 
you can tell right off. If his only comment during 
the story is “Right” or “Really”, he isn’t going 
for it! If he finds the story just too unbelievable, 
“Right” and “Really”, will be long and drawn 
out with too many syllables in the pronunciation. 
So much so he sounds like he is doing an im-
pression of Dr. Evil in the Austin Powers movie.
  A perfect example of one of these stories is 
when an angler, (we won’t say his profes-
sion), told Bubba he caught a double-digit 
bass every day for 28 days in a row fishing 
Lake Fork. All Bubba said was “Riiiggght!” 
  What Bubba really wanted for Christmas 

he didn’t get! But, he had already figured out 
that Bubbette wouldn’t be able to find it, so 
he wasn’t too disappointed. He wanted one of 
those fancy reels that some of these anglers 
must have in their possession. The kind of reel 
that has the built in scale and measuring tape. 
He has some nice reels that Bubbette has bought 
him on special occasions but none that tell him 
how long or heavy the fish was that broke off.
  Bubba knows these reels must exist, if only 
for the most elite fishermen, because other-
wise how could they tell these stories with 
such preciseness. One angler told Bubba, “I 
hooked an 11.4 pound bass over 24” but never 
got it to the surface before it wrapped me on 
a stump and broke my line!” Bubba’s reply, 
“Riiiggghht!” Another angler told Bubba just 
after a tournament, “I almost had you beat! I 
had an 8 pound 10 ounce bass all the way up to 
the boat before it broke my line!” Bubba’s re-
ply, “Riiiggghhht! You want to see my check?”
  Bubba has decided these anglers must 
have one of those fancy reels that tells ex-
actly how much a fish weighs upon hook-up! 
He’s weighed a lot of fish in his time but he 
couldn’t tell you exactly what a fish weighed on 
the end of his line while its still in the water.
  After much thought and pondering on Bubba’s 
part he came to a conclusion. “These big fish 
tales are like big people getting their pictures 
taken. Each one will have you convinced that 
a photograph adds 10 pounds to their weight!”
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

End of 
the Year

Clearance Sale All 2014 Models In Stock

2014
Ranger
Z520C

2014
Triton
20XS

(2) 2014
Triton
18XS

2014
Ranger

MPV 1652 Group & Corporate Trips Available 
Youth, Beginners, Experts Welcome

“Let’s Go Fishing!” 
Email:  rloomis@peoplescom.net

903-383-3050

Rick Loomis  
Professional Lake Fork 

Guide Service

20 Years Experience 
 Winner  Skeeter Owners 

Tournament 2001
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Now Accepting Leases For Annual 
RV Waterfront Lots

Room Amenities Include Refrigerator, Coffee 
Pot, Microwave, 2 full size beds, Flat Screen 

Direct TV, New AC/Heating Units 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * 
Extended Boat Ramp *  Boat Slips * 

* Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479
Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 

on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 
South 3 Miles

"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
UPGRADED

MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners • New Management 
New Attitude

Website Under Construction 
Coming Soon!!

www.gofishfork.com

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Fish Friendly

Help Us To Be The 
Best.... Plan Your Trips 

To Lake Fork With “The 
Fisherman’s Guide 

News” News or Photos 
Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

up. However, the right 
time can often be the 
most difficult time to 
fish. Some of my best 
days ever have been 
while a strong front is 
passing through. This 
means strong wind, and 
in many cases rain or 
snow. There are sev-
eral reasons fish get 
active under these con-
ditions, but the main 
thing to keep in mind 
is that this is when big 
bass make mistakes.
  Periods of consis-
tent, stable weather 
are also worth paying 
attention to. Florida 
strain bass are not big 
fans of change, and 
after several days of 
stable weather condi-
tions one should expect 
the bite to be pretty 
good. During these pe-
riods, and the hours 
leading up to the next 
front are times to fish 
as much as possible. 

  Hopefully these tips 
give you some ideas 
that will help you 
catch more big bass 
in 2015. Its my goal 
for this coming year 
to be even better. I 
believe paying atten-
tion to baits, location, 
equipment, and tim-
ing can help put more 
lunkers in the boat.
  Andrew is a profes-

sional guide on Lake 
Fork and is sponsored 
by Skeeter Boats, 
H&W Marine Tyler, 
TX, Costa Del Mar, 
M-Pack Lures, and 
Simms fishing apparel.

Year End Review on Lake Fork and Great Things To Look Forward To in 2015 (Continued from Page 1-A)

Ford truck given away each hour and 15 places 
being paid, there was a lot of incentive to catch 
a big Lake Fork bass. Mother Nature wasn’t 
nice to the anglers but seven anglers drove off 
in new Ford trucks. On March 22, 2015 the 7th 
Annual Ford Mega Bass tournament will be held 
out of Lake Fork Marina with a new Ford truck 
and places paid each hour of the tournament. 
  In May 2014 Lake Fork saw the return of 
the Texas Toyota Bass Classic. Profession-
al Angler Keith Combs of Huntington, Tex-
as broke the tour-level world record catch-
ing 110-pounds in three days of competion 
fishing this great reservoir. The 2015 TTBC will 
be held this year on Lake Fork May 21-24, 2015.
   The “10th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament” that was held in May showed an-
glers love Lake Fork and fishing in May is a great 
time to be here. During the course of the tourna-
ment 1,145 anglers representing 21 states came to 
participate. During the tournament 29 bass over 
the 24” slot were brought to the weigh-in ranging 
from 7-pounds to 10.29-pounds. This tournament 
is open to all makes and models of boats. This 
year’s tournament has a guarantee of $320,000 
and will be held on May 15, 16, 17, 2015 hosted 
out of Lake Fork Marina. For more information on 
this tournament go to www.legendoflakefork.net.
  June is exciting on Lake Fork mostly for our 

youth with the Wood County, TPWD Games 
Warden’s Associton hosting the Annual Kidfish 
Day at SRA Headquarters. This past year we 
had over 400 children ranging in age from 2 to 
16 that came to participate. Skeeter Owners also 
like this month for the Annual Skeeter Own-
er’s Tournament held every June on Lake Fork.
  Anglers can always look forward to the 
“Hook n’ Cook” sand bass tournament in 
July hosted by The Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork and Fisherman’s One Stop.
  In September on Lake Fork it goes from idle 
to fast speed with the Maddog Moore tournament 
and Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash. This year at 
the Big Bass Splash they reported 2,470 anglers 
representing 28 states and 2 countries came to 
Lake Fork to compete for part of the $500,000 
in cash and prizes. During the 3 day course of 
that tournament 1,828.34-pounds of bass were 
brought to the weigh-in with 33 of those bass 
exceeding the 24” slot limit. The 29th Annual 
Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork 
is scheduled for September 18, 19, 20, 2015.
  The 9th Annual Berkley Big Bass Tourna-
ment was held on October 18, 19, 2014. In this 
unique tournament anglers can only use Berk-
ley and Sebile baits. For this event 901 anglers 
came to try their luck for the many paid places 
paid per hour and the chance to take home one 

of the two new Skeeter bass boats given away 
for the heaviest bass. This is another great event 
put on by BassChamps on Lake Fork. This tour-
nament is scheduled for October 17, 18, 2015.
  If you are looking to catch a ShareLunker, 
you have until April 30th to complete your 
task. Judging from the statistics and num-
bers, believe me, Lake Fork is your best bet.
  See you on the lake or at the boat shows. 
Have a great New Year, Fish Friendly, and 
practice C.P.R. (Catch * Photo * Release)     
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994

2015 on the Fork Looks To Be Great (Continued from Page 6-A)

in vogue. If you see the fish in 12-ft, count the bait 
down to 12 because most baits fall about a foot per 
second. If you get no takers, switch to a magnum 
fluke with a 7/0 hook. White Ice and Disco Violet 
are great colors for this tactic and the same count 
down method applies. If you see the fish close to the 
bottom mixed in with the bait, a Carolina rig may 
be the best strategy. The bait of choice should be a 
fluke, brush hawg or a magnum trick worm. I prefer 
dark colors in the winter and you can’t beat green 
pumpkin or tomato. Another plan to catch the deep 
predators will be the swimbait. Rig any five or six 

inch bait with a 3/4 or 1 ounce jig head and let her 
fly. Make a long cast and pull out line so that the bait 
will sink straight down to cover as much water as 
possible on the retrieve. Swim it slowly and hang on.
   January is also a great month to catch numbers 
on the power plant lakes. If cabin fever has set in, 
give me a call and we can wear them out where the 
water temps are summer like. A ton of fun to say the 
least. If you are headed out to Lake Fork in January 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love 
to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few 
dates open in January and some in February. I also 
have gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. 
You can contact me at 409-782-4269 or e-mail me at 
skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavi-
dOzio. I post my daily trip results on this page. I run 
a Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha 250SHO and would 
like to thank Skeeter for making my office on the lake 
the best in the country. I would also like to thank G-
Loomis, Shimano, Lowrance and Talon Lure Com-
pany for making my job the blast that it is. A special 
shout out to H&W Marine in Tyler for all their help 
in keeping me on the water seven days a week, no is-
sues. I hope to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 
10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 

Rainbow Trout Coming to Tyler’s Nature Center
   The East Texas Woods and Waters Foun-
dation (ETWWF) and the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) will 
host two special fishing events in Janu-
ary 2015. Two thousand rainbow trout will 
be stocked into The Nature Center pond 
to provide a free fishing opportunity for 
area youth and their adult fishing mentors. 
Event dates are January 3 and 10, 2015, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., rain or shine.
  Adult mentors should bring all equipment 
and bait necessary for fishing (see recom-
mended equipment below). A limited amount 
of fishing equipment (and bait) will be on 
hand for those who cannot bring their own 
on a first-come--first-served basis. Adult 
mentors do not need to be experienced an-
glers. TPWD staff will be on hand to assist.
  “Anglers will have the choice of releas-
ing their catch or keeping up to a limit of 
five fish per person to take home,” said 
Craig Bonds, East Texas Regional Fish-
eries Director. “We also have fish-clean-
ing facilities courtesy of the East Texas 
Woods and Waters Foundation, and we 
will offer fish-cleaning demonstrations.”
  So, if you know a kid who wants to go 
fishing, this is a chance to make some 

wonderful memories outdoors and en-
joy the wonderful sport of fishing. Adults 
who attend these events must bring at least 
one child and mentor them while fishing.
Recommended Equipment: A light-action 
rod and reel combination (one per child) 
with small fishing hooks, light line 12 lb. 
test or less, small bobbers (optional), and 
small split shot. For bait, bring salmon 
eggs, whole kernel corn, marshmallows, 
small worms, or prepared trout bait (Berk-
ley PowerBait Hatchery Formula Chews 
or similar). Small rooster-tail spinners 
work well. If you intend to keep trout, 
please bring a stringer or small cooler.
Special Rules: Fishing will be allowed only 
on Saturday, January 3, and Saturday, Janu-
ary 10, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Youth 
must be supervised at all times by their 
adult mentors. Parking will be allowed in 
designated areas only. Only rainbow trout 
(five per day) and channel catfish (one per 
day) may be kept per angler. Each angler 
is restricted to no more than two fishing 
poles. No fishing license is required for 
youth or their adult mentors. Free to all par-
ticipants. Pre-registration is not required.
Sponsorship: These special events are made 

possible by the members of the East Texas 
Woods and Waters Foundation and staff of 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
Other Activities: The Nature Cen-
ter in Tyler has a series of outdoor hik-
ing trails that may also be of interest to 
visitors. We invite you to explore these 
trails and also enjoy a day of fishing!
How to Get Here: From ESE Loop 323 in 
Tyler, go southeast on University Blvd. 
(Spur 248). Take a right turn on F.M. 848 
(Bascom Rd.). Go 0.2 mile and turn right 
at The Nature Center gate. Please park in 
main parking area and walk to pond us-
ing the concrete trail near the kiosk.
Got Questions? Richard Ott, Fisheries 
Biologist, (903) 566-2161or Kevin Sto-
rey, Fisheries Biologist, (903) 593-5077.

Wanted: Information About 
Illegal Fishing Along the Border
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s 
Law Enforcement Division and the U.S. Coast 
Guard are distributing a wanted poster seek-
ing any information related to illegal fish-
ing activities along the Texas-Mexico border.
  Both agencies are currently investigating multiple 
cases of Texas and federal conservation law viola-
tions, including illegal long lining, gill netting, crab-
bing, hoop netting, shrimping and other offenses.
  “The Gulf of Mexico, Rio Grande, Falcon 
Lake and Amistad Lake are included in the af-
fected areas,” says Grahame Jones, Chief of 
Special Operations. “These acts of illegal and 
unreported fishing adversely impact both the 
recreational and commercial fishing industries.”
  Anyone seeing illegal fishing equipment in the 
Gulf or other border water bodies, or who has 
any information about individuals involved in 
this activity, is urged to contact TPWD’s Opera-
tion Game Thief hotline at 1-800-792 GAME 
(4263) or via email at www.ogttx.com Tips also 
may be sent by text message to 847411. In-
clude the letters TPWD in the text. The U.S. 
Coast Guard may be contacted at 361-939-6393.
  For more information on TPWD’s ongoing ef-
forts to confront illegal fishing practices along 
the border, see http://www.tpwmagazine.com/
archive/2014/oct/ed_3_poachers/index.phtml
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Copper Ridge
Hideaway

Booking Now For 
Spring Fishing/Family Getaway

Wonderful 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath With a Gated 3,000 Square Ft. 
Home, 3 Covered Car Ports With Electrical Hook-Ups

Amenities: 4 Bedroom, (Sleeps Up to 12) 2 Full Baths, Direct TV, 
Mi-Fi Internet, Washer and Dryer, Fully Equipped Kitchen, 2 

Coffee Makers (Coffee Furnished), 2 Living Areas and a Dining 
Area, Outside Covered Patio With Smoker/Grill & 

a Propane Fish Cooker
Dock on Clarkson Branch Cove North of Sun Eagle Bay

1.7 mile by boat or 3 miles by truck/car to Lake Fork Marina
Call For Availability And Pricing:

Clint ~ 903-312-9885  Stephanie  863-738-9092

(See 2015 on the Fork...
Continued on Page 20-A)

2015 on the Fork Looks To Be Great

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

CHL Classes
NRA Pistol

Shooting 
Courses 

Indoor Gun 
Range

State of the Art 
Range 

GunSmithing
Reloading Supplies

Firearms & 
Ammunition 
Personalized 

Service
 

Hours: Tues thru Sat 
9am - 5pm 

4387 FM 515 • Emory, TX  75440
903-473-3780

www.lakeforkfirearms.com

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)
** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

JAN-FEB BY APPOINTMENT ONLY CALL FOR
APPOINTMENT

By Danny Ozio

 “Another year has flown by and we are at the cusp 
of entering into 2015. Fishing was great last year 
and I most certainly think it has the potential to be 
better this year. With a recent Toyota ShareLunk-
er, a 13.88 toad entered into the system, the stage 
is set for more to follow. It seems that the crappie 
fleet this winter are harvesting some good num-
bers which means the giant bass are out there feed-
ing up whenever possible. I foresee someone will 
bring a fifteen or sixteen to the scales in January or 
February. With the lake dropping at the rate it is, 
this should gather the green monsters up and offer 
the anglers easier access to a trophy of a lifetime.
  Main lake water temps are hovering in the low 
fifties and the lake is about 7 1/2 feet low. This 

speaks volumes to me and points to a great bite in 
January. The water is several degrees warmer this 
year at this time than last year. This might be why 
the shallow bite of lately has been excellent. The 
numbers have been good although no giants have 
made it to my landing net. It’s just a matter of time. 
  January is usually a great month for fishing hy-
drilla as the bass tend to congregate on the outside 
edges, especially on sunny days. This is where the 
red rattle trap truly shines. The 1/2 ounce version 
is the norm but always keep a 3/4 ounce tied on to 
probe the deep outside edges of the grass. In most 
cases, you will catch much larger bass on the big-
ger version. The key to trap fishing is to touch the 
grass with the lure as it races through the vegeta-
tion. In some cases, let it bury up in the foliage 
and then rip it out. This action usually triggers the 
strike. Sunshine is the key for this pattern and the 
afternoons are usually the best. Shallow stumps 
are also a dark horse pattern at this time of the 
year, especially in the creeks. Focus on the largest 
wood in the 3 to 8ft range. Several presentations 
will work but the jig will bring home the bacon. 
Cast just past the wood and work it back through 
the roots. A Texas rig brush hawg will also work 
along with my fav, the drop shot. Use dark colors 
on cloudy days, black/blue or green pumpkin, and 
watermelon red or watermelon magic on the sun-

ny days. Running bank lines in the afternoon can 
be a profitable pattern using a chatterbait. White 
works well and I will use black/blue on cloudy 
days. If the wind is none existent, switch to a 
suspending jerkbait and work it slowly. This is a 
great tactic when the fish are lethargic and skittish.
  The deep bite is always an option on Fork. The 
key to catching large bass in the depths is finding 
the bait. I use the Lowrance 12 Touch to scour 
across water in the 18 to 30-ft range. Once I see 
the bait, the bass are close. I will use a jigging 
spoon along with a flutter spoon to get the bass 
to commit. Most of the time the largemouth will 
be suspended so the countdown method will be 

  The following items 
are compiled from 
recent Texas Parks 
and Wildlife De-
partment law en-
forcement reports.
--See You Later, Al-
ligator-- A Chambers 
County game warden 
responded to a call on 
High Island, where an 
alligator had been shot 
in one of the Houston 
Audubon Society bird 
sanctuaries. One of the 
workers came across a 
few young men pulling 
a flat-bottom boat out 
of one of the ponds. 
They had a rifle and an 
alligator more than 8 
feet long. The worker 
detained the shooter 
until the Galveston 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Chambers 
County game warden 
could arrive. The sub-
ject was arrested for 

den noticed the driver’s 
pupils were constricted 
to the size of a ballpoint 
pen, triggering him to 
search the vehicle once 
more. This time he 
found the butt end of a 
glass pipe inside a foam 
cup holding an iced-
down soft drink, along 
with a meth pipe and 
a plastic bag contain-
ing 0.7 grams of meth. 
Also found in the truck 
were items matching 
the description of sto-
len property from the 
burglarized hunting 
camps. The driver was 
arrested on charges of 
possession of a con-
trolled substance, pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia and littering.
--Feeling Crabby-- An 
Orange County game 
warden responded to 
a call in Mauriceville 
from the sheriff’s of-

Game Warden Field Notes
hunt-ing without land-
owner consent and cit-
ed for hunting in closed 
season. Cases and 
restitution pend-ing.
--A Bad Eyedea-- A 
game warden was pa-
trolling a rural area of 
Kent County where 
hunting camps had 
recently been burglar-
ized when he noticed 
a white pickup truck 
leaving private prop-
erty. Knowing the 
road headed to a main 
highway, he decided to 
take a different route to 
meet them. The warden 
gained probable cause 
to make a traffic stop 
and noticed nervous-
ness and signs of de-
ception from both the 
driver and passenger. 
After receiving con-
sent to search the ve-
hicle and interviewing 
both subjects, the war-

fice concerning illegal-
ly taken fish and crabs. 
When the warden ar-
rived, he made contact 
with two subjects who 
possessed a boat full 
of fish and blue crabs. 
The pair admitted to il-
legally running some-
one else’s commercial 
traps at night and steal-

ing the crabs along 
with the 59 fish that the 
warden located. Only 
one of the suspects had 
a valid fishing license. 
Cases were filed for 
possession of over the 
daily bag limit of red 
and black drum, pos-
session of undersized 
red drum and floun-

der, running commer-
cial crab trap at night, 
commercial crabbing 
without a commercial 
crab license and sev-
eral warnings for wa-
ter safety equipment.

Fish Friendly
and Legally!!!
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park 
Cabins/Lodges 

Tackle Store (Great Selection)
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” Tips for Targeting Big Bass”

(See Pack of Knowledge....Continued on Page 21-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Owners: John & JoAnne Heimgartner

“Support Our High School
Bass Fishing Teams!!”

3.5” Flutter Spoons
Made In U.S.A.

Rust & Corrosion Proof
H.D. Stainless Split Ring

#2 Gamakatsu EWG Treble Hook
~~~Now At Fisherman’s One Stop~~~

By Andrew Grills

  Its hard to believe another year has flown by and 
here we are in January once again. 2014 was an un-
usual year here on Lake Fork. With record break-
ing cold weather throughout the first four months 
of the year, relatively mild summer temperatures, 
and seemingly skipping fall altogether; it was a 
challenge to stay on the fish to say the least. While 
it wasn’t my best year for overall numbers of bass, 
it was probably the best year for big bass I have had.

  There may be some luck involved when someone 
comes along and catches a double digit bass on 
their first trip to Lake Fork. However, when some-
one regularly catches big fish, it isn’t an accident. 
There are a few things that I believe increase the 
odds of catching bigger fish on a consistent basis. 
Here are some tips that seemed to pay off for us 
this past year, and resulted in some big catches. 
  One thing we spent more time doing this year 
than ever before was throwing big baits. We’ve 
all heard the saying that big baits catch big fish. 
Once in a while there are times and circum-
stances where the opposite can be true, but in 
most cases bigger lures produce bigger bites. 
More often than not, we erred on the side of 
using larger than normal lures this past year.
  For instance, in a scenario where we would’ve 
normally used a regular sized fluke, we rigged 
a magnum fluke instead. When we would’ve 
reached for a 5 inch flutter spoon, we opted for 
the biggest spoon we could get our hands on. 
Rather than tossing a 5 inch paddle tail swim-
bait, we found ourselves throwing much larger 
swimbaits on tackle that could be mistaken for 
deep sea fishing equipment. In many cases this 
meant sacrificing quantity in place of quality. 
  We were also careful about location. We all 

know big bass feed and position near structure. 
Points, creek channels, humps, and roadbeds 
are among favorite big bass hangouts. This year, 
more than ever before, we resisted the tempta-
tion to aimlessly cover water in order to satisfy 
our craving for a bite. Focusing on areas with 
key structure, and often a combination of more 
than one type of structure paid off. For example, 
a point with a roadbed crossing it and a creek 
channel bending against it will hold big bass 
when the time is right. Spending more time in ar-
eas like this resulted in some big catches for us.
  Another thing we were mindful of was our 
equipment. Sometimes a customer doesn’t want 
to hear that their favorite new rod and reel is 
insufficient to handle a lunker. In some cases 
we spent the first portion of the day learning to 
use baitcasting equipment, or replacing light 
line with 20lb test. Reminders to check the drag 
and make sure it was tight, and to double check 
that knot... all of the little things we can eas-
ily overlook are things that can make the differ-
ence between someone catching the biggest fish 
of their life or just another one that got away.
  Finally, timing is a very important factor we 
tried to keep in mind. We all know being at the 
right place, at the right time pretty much sums it 

New Helicopter Strengthens Texas Game Wardens
  The Texas Game 
Warden’s recently  un-
veiled its new Airbus 
AS350B3e helicopter 
that will enhance the 
department’s state-
wide law enforce-
ment apparatus and 
assist with its search 
and rescue and disas-
ter response efforts.
The aircraft is outfit-
ted with the latest law 
enforcement technol-
ogy and emergency 
response equipment in-
cluding a rescue hoist, 
thermal imager, search-
light, public address 
system, satellite com-
munication and night 
vision. Funding for 
the new aircraft, which 
was approximately 
$5 million, was made 
possible through leg-

islative appropriation 
during the 83rd Texas 
Legislative session.
  “This helicopter is 
going to be a tremen-
dous asset and force 
multiplier for the Texas 
Game Wardens,” said 
Col. Craig Hunter, 
TPWD Law Enforce-
ment Director. “We 
will not only be able to 
more efficiently move 
personnel and equip-
ment across the state, 
but with the addition of 
the new hoist system, 
we will be able to bet-
ter leverage our marine 
and ground assets to 
enhance our search and 
rescue capabilities dur-
ing times of disaster.”
  Among the new air-
crafts advantages are 
its ability to carry ad-

ditional game wardens 
including its K9 teams 
during remote search 
and rescue missions or 
other specially trained 
personnel for specific 
assignments. In addi-
tion to the new heli-
copter, the department 
also has a fixed wing 
2009 Turbo Cessna 
Model 206 aircraft.

Practice Safe
Boating

Fish Friendly



“Practice Safe Boating in the New Year!”
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  Yes – time flies when 
you’re fishing and here 
it is, a new year to be-
gin! I hope everyone 
had a wonderful holi-
day season. I took some 
time off to head to Mis-
souri to spend some time 
with family and friends. 
What a bonus it is to get 
back home to Lake Fork!
  For those of you coming 
to Lake Fork for the first 
time, please be extra care-
ful getting around out there 
because of the water con-
ditions. There are many 
channel markers missing 
and some have drifted 
away from where they are 
supposed to be. So when in 
doubt – just IDLE! It’s not 
worth getting hurt over. If 
you should hit a stump and 
need motor repairs, you 
need to contact Chuck or 
Perry at Service Marine 
in Emory 903-473-3909. 
They will get you fixed 
up and back on the water. 
They are the best! One last 
piece of advice – be sure 
and wear those kill switch-
es and life vests. You 
can never be too careful.
  I guess the safest way to 
get around (at least for me) 
is having a good G.P.S. 
unit on board. My Low-
rance has been an amaz-
ing asset for navigating. 
I’ve been able to make 

my own trails that I know 
are safe to get around 
and boy is that a “peace 
of mind”! If you’re con-
sidering upgrading your 
electronics, do yourself a 
favor and get the G.P.S. 
combos. I promise it will 
enhance your fishing ex-
perience! Some of us need 
all the help we can get!
  So, if the weather is too 
bad for fishing, get out 
there to some of the boat 
and tackle shows in your 
area. Lowrance will be at 
the Texas Fishing and Out-
door Show in Mesquite 
and the Houston Interna-
tional Boat Show in Hous-
ton. This way you can see 
all the latest Lowrance has 
to offer and have any ques-
tions answered right then. 
Maybe I’ll see you there!
  Be sure and stop by the 
Shimano booth too to see 
their latest surprises for 
’15. Plus, the Gamma 
fishing line will be there 
and many more tackle 
booths and boat compa-
nies displaying their new-

est crafts for the New Year. 
Be sure to take the whole 
family. There will also 
be fishing pools for the 
children and many more 
activities. These shows 
are great for stocking up 
for the upcoming spawn.
  Well, finally, if you do 
find a nice day and ven-
ture out, I would target 25 
to 35 feet in 30 to 45 feet 
of water and keep a close 
eye on that depth finder. 
It will tell you how deep 
you need to be fishing. As 
far as colors to use – I’d 
stick to a darker color with 
murky water conditions – 
black, gray or navy with 
a chartreuse tail. When in 
clearer water try the lighter 
colors white, green and 
blue with chartreuse are 
working well. When the 
bite slows down and you 
are still marking fish, don’t 
be afraid to change up 
your color combinations.
  If I don’t see you at the 
shows, hope to see you 
on the water. Be safe and 
practice safe boating.

Birders Flock To See New Species in Texas in 2014
  The phenomenon of new birds seen in Texas 
jumped in 2014, underscoring the Lone Star 
State’s rep as one of the top birding destinations 
in the country. It also illustrates how technology 
and social media are changing human culture.
  There were three new species reported in Tex-
as in 2014, all new to the state’s bird list, pend-
ing approval by the Texas Ornithological Soci-
ety. These include a red-legged honeycreeper 
that drew flocks of people Thanksgiving Day to 
Estero Llano Grande State Park in the Valley, a 
gray-crowned rosy-finch seen north of Dalhart in 
the Panhandle around Nov. 20, and a pair of com-
mon cranes still present as of Dec. 6 at Muleshoe 
National Wildlife Refuge in the Panhandle. This 
represents almost as many rare birds in Texas this 
year as in the previous five years combined. Bird 
experts call these uncommon sightings “vagrants,” 
oddities that stray from their typical ranges.
  “This kind of stuff awaits any observer who’s 
out there looking,” said Cliff Shackelford, a bird 
biologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment. “There will always be vagrants because 
birds are so mobile they can show up anywhere. 
We’re probably only seeing the tip of the iceberg.”
  What’s fueling the increase? Some birders 
speculate cheaper gas prices prompted more 
birders to get out in November, and a conti-
nental cold snap may have encouraged lots 

of birds to move in search of food and cover.
  But the iceberg’s tip may be more visible these 
days in large part because of better binoculars, cam-
eras, and audio recorders to capture bird calls, plus 
social media and mobile apps to tie it all together.
“As soon as people hear about a rarity they get in 
the car or plane and go, because they can get there 
in time now,” said Shelly Plante of TPWD, who 
runs the Great Texas Birding Classic. “People 
traveling coordinate in real time with people who 
are already at the sighting location, using social 
media and texts to make sure the bird is still there. 
The honeycreeper sighting happened on a Thanks-
giving weekend when many people were already 
off and could pick up and go, and they did. The 
common cranes at Muleshoe have been there a 
couple of weeks, and there are still people making 
plans on Texbirds and Facebook to go see them.”
  Although avid birders often spread news of va-
grants, they are not always the first to see them. 
These days, that honor can fall to anyone who 
happens to be in the right place at the right time.
  “These vagrant birds can show up anywhere, 
including people’s back yards,” Shackelford said, 
noting it was a backyard birder who in 2012 re-
ported the state’s first Pineywoods record of a 
common redpoll, a small finch of the arctic tun-
dra and boreal forest. “The takeaway is: if you 
see a bird you don’t recognize, take a photo. Also, 

record the call if it’s vocalizing. If a photo is not 
conclusive, an audio recording can be important.”
  Who sifts all those photos and calls? The Texas 
Bird Records Committee of the Texas Ornitholog-
ical Society is the authority that confirms or de-
nies a rare bird sighting. A great resource in Texas 
is the TEXBIRDS listserv, which anyone can join, 
where people report and discuss bird sightings on-
line. Another big online tool is Texas eBird, where 
backyard birders as well as those who travel for bird-
ing can report what they see year-round, contribut-
ing to an international database of bird sightings.
  
  Texas is a particular “birdy” state, with 639 
bird species recorded (a number that may in-
crease once review of recent new bird sightings 
is complete). That’s the second highest of any 
state, after California. This birdiness is the rea-
son Texas is home to the Great Texas Wildlife 
Trails, the first birding and wildlife trails created 
in the USA, and hosts the annual Great Texas 
Birding Classic, a popular birdwatching event 
that raises money for bird conservation in Texas.
  
  For more about birding in Texas, or to sign up 
for the Great Texas Birding Classic running April 
15-May 15, 2015, see TPWD’s Birding in Texas 
web pages. Or, for a focus on Texas State Parks by 
region, see the Birding in Texas State Parks pages.
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WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos 

Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Terry Weatherford
Beebe, AR.,

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Stan Rubbel
Oaklahoma

Tyler Levings
Prosper, TX.,

Ryan (Digga) Levings
Prosper, TX.,

Benny Weatherford
Beebe, AR.,

Benny Weatherford & 
Mack Holleman, 

Beebe, AR.,

Tyler, Alyson & Ryan Levings
Prosper, TX.,

Alyson Levings
Prosper, TX.,

Richard Aron, Ft. Worth, TX.,
spent the day with his dad!

Owen Dillard, Louisville, TX.,
R.O. Harris, Rowlett, TX.,

Kenny LaDuke (ctr.) was presented the Texas Trails Bassmasters of 
Lake Fork “Albert Jordan Memorial Trophy” by Deborah Jordan (lt.) 
and Lew Conder, Club President (rt) at the club’s Annual Christmas 
Party held at Fisherman’s One Stop (Bro’s) on Highway 515 on Decem-
ber 13th. Albert Jordan had been a long time member and officer of the 
club until he passed away in 2013 from kidney failure. In memory of 
Albert and all he did for the club, Texas Trails came up with a Memo-
rial Championship Trophy. In order to win and have your name and 
year of accomplishment engraved on the trophy you must accumulate in 
the most points in the two-day end of the year club championship. Con-
gratulations to Kenny LaDuke. Last year’s recipient was Lew Conder.

Texas Game Wardens on Border Make Large Gillnet Seizure
  Te x a s  g a m e  w a r d e n s  c o n d u c t i n g  a n 
e n h a n c e d  m a r i n e  p a t r o l  o f  t h e  l o w e r 
R i o  G r a n d e  n e a r  B o c a  C h i c a  a l o n g  t h e 
Te x a s - M e x i c o  b o r d e r  r e c e n t l y  s e i z e d 
r o u g h l y  8 , 0 0 0  f e e t  o f  i l l e g a l  g i l l n e t .
  T h o u g h  n o  a r r e s t s  w e r e  m a d e ,  t h e 
g i l l n e t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e l o n g e d 
t o  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r m e n  f r o m  M e x -
i c o .  F i s h i n g  w i t h  a  g i l l n e t  i n  Te x -
a s  w a t e r s  i s  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  l a w.
  G a m e  w a r d e n s  f o u n d  h u n d r e d s  o f 
f i s h  t r a p p e d  i n  t h e  n e t t i n g ,  i n c l u d -
i n g  r e d  d r u m ,  s n o o k ,  b l a c k  d r u m , 
s h e e p s h e a d ,  t a r p o n ,  m u l l e t ,  j a c k  c r e -
v a l l e ,  a n d  g i z z a r d  s h a d .  I n  a d d i t i o n 
t o  f i s h ,  t h e  g i l l n e t  c o n t a i n e d  b l u e 
c r a b s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o r m o r a n t s  a n d 
b r o w n  p e l i c a n s .  G a m e  w a r d e n s  w e r e 
a b l e  t o  s a v e  t w o  o f  t h e  b r o w n  p e l i -
c a n s ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  b i r d s  h a d  d i e d .
U s i n g  a  g i l l n e t  i n  s t a t e  w a t e r s  i s  a 
C l a s s  B  m i s d e m e a n o r  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a 

f i n e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  $ 2 , 0 0 0 ,  c o n f i n e m e n t 
i n  j a i l  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  1 8 0  d a y s  o r  b o t h . 
Ta k i n g  t h e  f i s h ,  c r a b s ,  a n d  p r o t e c t e d 
b i r d s  w o u l d  b r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  c h a rg e s .
“ I l l e g a l  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t y 
f r o m  M e x i c o  p o s e s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t 
t o w a r d s  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  Te x a s 
a n d  w e  t a k e  t h e  t h r e a t  e x t r e m e l y  s e -
r i o u s l y, ”  s a i d  M a j .  M a l c o m  Wi l k e s .
  A n y o n e  w i t n e s s i n g  a l l e g e d  i l l e g a l 
c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  o r  a n y  p o a c h i n g 
a c t i v i t y  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  c a l l  t h e i r  l o -
c a l  g a m e  w a r d e n  o r  O p e r a t i o n  G a m e 
T h i e f  a t  8 0 0 - 7 9 2 - G A M E  ( 4 2 6 3 ) .
  “ G a m e  Wa r d e n s  w o r k i n g  t h e  R i o 
G r a n d e ,  t h e  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o ,  a n d  b o r -
d e r  l a k e s  a r e  w o r k i n g  i n  a  v e r y  c o m -
p l e x ,  d e m a n d i n g ,  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  e n v i -
r o n m e n t , ”  s a i d  G r a h a m e  J o n e s ,  T P W D 
C h i e f  o f  S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n s .  “ I n  a d d i -
t i o n  t o  r o u t i n e  i n t e r d i c t i o n  o f  c o m m e r-
c i a l  f i s h e r m e n  f r o m  M e x i c o  w h o  a r e 

f i sh ing  Texas  wa t e r s  i l l ega l l y,  ou r  game 
w a r d e n s  e n c o u n t e r  h u m a n  s m u g g l e r s 
a n d  d r u g  s m u g g l e r s  v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y. ”
  
  “ I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e 
s a m e  g r o u p s  f r o m  M e x i c o  t h a t  u t i l i z e 
l o n g - l i n e s  a n d  g i l l n e t s  i n  Te x a s  w a t e r s 
t o  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  r e m o v e  t h o u s a n d s 
o f  s h a r k s ,  r e e f  f i s h ,  t u r t l e s ,  d o l p h i n s , 
a n d  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  o f  m a r i n e  l i f e  a l s o 
t a k e  p a r t  i n  o t h e r  i l l e g a l  s m u g g l i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s , ”  s a i d  C a p t .  J a m e s  D u n k s , 
w h o  i s  b a s e d  i n  B r o w n s v i l l e .  “ O u r 
p r e s e n c e  a l o n g  t h e  Te x a s  B o r d e r  h e l p s 
t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s i g n i f -
i c a n t l y  w h i l e  a l s o  h e l p i n g  t o  p r o t e c t 
Te x a s  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y. ”
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  T P W D ’s  o n -
g o i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n f r o n t  i l l e g a l  f i s h i n g 
p r a c t i c e s  a l o n g  t h e  b o r d e r,  s e e  h t t p : / /
w w w. t p w m a g a z i n e . c o m / a r c h i v e / 2 0 1 4 /
o c t / e d _ 3 _ p o a c h e r s / i n d e x . p h t m l
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

and $325.00 per couple if sharing materials. Deadline 
for applications is Jan. 1. Point of contact for class 
is Cindy Rodibaugh, cindyr@devonindustries.com 
or (361) 865-0170. Chapter website is txmn.org/GLC
--San Antonio--Alamo Area Chapter-- Training 
begins Feb. 19 and will end Apr. 25. Registration 
is due by Jan. 31 with a class limit of 55 students. 
Classes will meet Thursdays 5 -9 p.m. for 10 weeks 
and four Saturday morning field trips. Scholarships 
are available to applicants who submit their train-
ing applications prior to the registration deadline. 
Background checks are required. For more informa-
tion, please contact Pamela Ball at pball12@satx.
rr.com. Chapter website: http://txmn.org/alamo/.
--San Benito/Mission- Rio Grande Valley Chap-
ter-- Training classes are held in two locations (San 
Benito and Mission) for the convenience of the train-
ees. Lower Valley and Upper Valley classes work 
cooperatively, and trainees may attend classes and 
field trips at either location. Training will begin with 
a joint orientation at the Biblioteca las Americas 
(Med-High Campus) at Mile 3W and Expressway 
83, Mercedes, TX on Jan. 14 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Registration is due Dec. 31 with a limit of 25 students 
per location. The fee is $150.00; limited scholar-
ships are available. Background checks are required.
--Training for the upper valley education class 
begins Jan. 20 and will end March 24. Class-
es will meet Tuesday evenings from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. at the Bentsen RGV State Park at 2800 
S. Bentsen Palm Dr., Mission. The training in-

cludes 10 classes, plus four weekend field trips.
Training for the lower valley education class be-
gins on Jan. 21 and will end on March 25. Classes 
will meet Wednesday evenings from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at the Cameron County Annex Building at 
1390 W. Expressway 83, San Benito, TX. The 
training includes 10 classes and four field trips.
  To register and for more information, please visit 
www.rgctmn.org. For more information about lower 
valley classes, contact Carolyn Cardile at p42339@
aol.com or Alicia Cavazos at alicav399@yahoo.com. 
For more information about the upper valley class-
es, please contact Tom Butler at 2tmb@earthlink.
net or Marisa Oliva at stxbordertmn@gmail.com.
--San Marcos - Hays County Chapter -- Applica-
tions accepted until Jan. 7 for class beginning Feb. 
10. Classes last until Oct.13 meeting, with classes 
held on 10 Tuesday evenings from 6-9:30 p.m. 
and two Saturday mornings. Three field trips and 
five site visits offered. Fee is $175 and includes 10 
meals at the Tuesday classes. Applications available 
on the website (http://haysmn.org) after Dec. 4 or 
from Bari Conley at the Hays County Texas A&M 
AgriLife extension office in San Marcos (512-393-
2120). Contact is Training Coordinator, Dick Mc-
Bride (512-749-1055) or docdik@grandecom.net.
--Temple/Killeen -- Central Texas Chapter-- Train-
ing begins March 31, with orientation on March 
24 from 7 -- 8:30 p.m. All classes are on Tuesdays, 
usually from 8:30 a.m. -- 3 p.m. with classes mov-
ing to various locations according to subject mat-

ter. There will be no classes on our chapter’s meet-
ing nights, which are the second Tuesday of each 
month, to allow the students to attend. Graduation is 
June 9. Registration cost is $150 per person. Chap-
ter website: http://txmn.org/centraltexas. Contact 
Mary Ann Everett everett.maryann4@gmail.com.
--Waxahachie - Indian Trail Chapter -- Training for 
the spring season will be on Tuesdays from 6 - 9 p.m. 
starting Feb. 3, running through April 28 with three 
Saturday field Trips. Classes will be held at First 
United Methodist Church Family Life Center, 505 W. 
Marvin Ave., in Waxahachie. The training program 
tuition is $150. Application deadline is Jan. 5. For 
more information, please contact Lynn Wisakowsky, 
Training Committee Chair, training@itmnc.com.
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service co-
sponsor the Texas Master Naturalist Program.
  
  For more information about existing chap-
ters or forming a new chapter contact Mary Pearl 
Meuth, Texas Master Naturalist Program As-
sistant State Coordinator, by email: mpmeuth@
tamu.edu or by phone at: (979) 845-7294.
  
  More information about the Texas Master Naturalist 
program is available at: http://txmn.org.   Highlights 
of chapter’s projects, state-wide initiatives and pro-
gram achievements can also be found on the Texas 
Master Naturalist Programs Facebook Page: http://
www.facebook.com/TexasMasterNaturalistProgram
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Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “11th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Great Ways To Go “Out of Business”
Think Your Location is Your Best 
Advertisement;  Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Services You 
Provide;    Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Merchandise 
You Carry;    Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Specials You 
Have Listed;   Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows When You Have A 
Sale;   Don’t Advertise!

Think Time at The Same Location Is Your 
Best Advertisement;  Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows You Have Trained 
Staff;   Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise When...
You Have So Much Business You Can’t 

Stand Another Paying Customer!
You Can’t Stand Money or Success!

Or: WHEN YOU ARE OUT OF BUSINESS!

The Fisherman’s Guide News~903-383-7748

If You  Are Thinking ...
You Would Like To Stay In Business And 
Need More Customers, Clients, Income, 

& Exposure; Think About Advertising In

Afterall...
This Got Your Attention & Business 

Advertising & Promotion Is Tax Deductible!
“Where’s Your Money Best Spent?”

Check Out Our New Stainless Steel Models
Visit Our Booth at the Mesquite Tackle Boat & Tackle Show 

ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

Master Naturalist Program Seeks Applicants
  Sixteen chapters of the Texas Master Naturalist program 
will be conducting training classes in the coming spring 
and summer months for volunteers wanting to learn 
about natural resource and conservation management.
  The Texas Master Naturalist program, made 
up of 44 chapters located across the state, 
aims to develop a corps of well-informed citi-
zen volunteers to educate their communities 
about the management of natural resources.
  The main qualification needed to become a certified 
Texas Master Naturalist is an interest in learning and 
playing an active part in conservation. Volunteers will 
receive a minimum of 40 hours training from educators 
and specialists from places such as universities, natu-
ral resource agencies, nature centers and museums. 
Training topics include interpretation and manage-
ment of natural resources, ecological concepts, eco-
regions in Texas and natural systems management.

  Volunteers are then asked to provide 40 hours of ser-
vice a year in community education, demonstration 
and habitat enhancement projects in order to maintain 
certification as a Texas Master Naturalist. They are 
also expected to pursue a minimum of eight hours of 
advance training in areas of personal interest. How-
ever, many of the volunteers will go above and be-
yond their basic requirements once involved, and are 
encouraged to develop personal projects connecting 
to the mission of the chapter and state-wide program.
The following Texas Master Naturalist chapters offer-
ing volunteer training this spring are listed with contact 
information. Enrollment is limited in most chapters. 
Some registration deadlines are fast approaching so con-
tact a chapter near you to see if seating is still available.
--Angleton--Cradle of Texas Chapter--Training runs 
Jan. 28 through May 13. Classes are held on Wednes-
days from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Half a day is class 

with the second half field trips. A total of 14 classes 
will be held in this period. Some class locations are 
Brazos Bend State Park, Sea Center and others. Reg-
istration is $100 due by Jan. 21. For more information 
contact Roy Morgan at royemorgan@aol.com or 979-
297-7677or the AgriLife Extension office @ 979-864-
1558x116. Chapter website: http://TMN-COT.org.
--Bastrop - Lost Pines Chapter - Training dates are 
Feb. 2 through May 1. Most classes meet Monday eve-
nings from 6 to 9 p.m. with six Saturday sessions. The 
schedule is on our website (http://txmn.org/lostpines/
training/basic-training/2014-lpmn-basic-training/) 
Locations vary, but will be primarily in Bastrop. Class 
size limited to 30. Registration fee $115.00. Registra-
tion deadline is Dec. 20. Contact Julia Akin, juliaa-
kin@mac.com. Website http://txmn.org/lostpines
--Collin County -- Blackland Prairie Chapter -- Train-

(See Master Naturalist....Continued on Page 14-A)

Master Naturalist Program Seeks Applicants (Continued from Page 11-A)

ing classes beginning Feb. 11 and run through April 
29. The classes meet on Wednesday evenings from 
6 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Science Resource Build-
ing on the campus of the Heard Museum in McKin-
ney. Field trips are usually held once a month Feb. 
through May with additional classes and trips held 
throughout the year. The fee is $150.00 with scholar-
ships available. Applications are due Jan. 23. Appli-
cations are on their website at http://www.BPTMN.
org plus a tentative listing of the classes to be held.

--Dallas - North Texas Chapter -- Training dates for the 
spring are Feb. 10 through April 28with training times 
on Tuesday evenings from 6-9 p.m. Training will be 
held at the Texas AgriLife Extension Office, 10056 
Marsh Lane (at Walnut Hill) Suite B101 Dallas 75229. 
A Registration Fee of $170 is due before training begins. 
For more information, contact Ellen Guiling at educa-
tion@ntmn.org. The registration deadline is Jan 16. Ap-
plications available on the website: http://NTMN.org
--Denton - Elm Fork Chapter - Training begins 

Sept. 1 and will end Nov. 17. Classes are scheduled 
on each Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Denton 
AgriLife Extension Service, located at the Joseph 
A. Carroll Building, 401 W. Hickory Street, Denton, 
TX 76201. (Parking and the entrance to the build-
ing are located on W. Mulberry Street.) Class size 
is limited to the first 30 students. Registration fee 
is $150.00. Information about the Master Natural-
ist volunteer program is available on our website, 
http://txmn.org/elmfork/ or you can email Kath-
ryn Gildersleeve at Kathryn.gildersleeve@denton-
county.com. The deadline for registration is Aug. 20.
--Georgetown - Good Water Chapter - Training begins 
March 3 and will end May 12. Registration is due before 
Feb. 17 and we will be accepting 30 Students. Classes 
are normally held on Tuesdays from 1- 5 p.m. with 
some field trips on Saturdays. For more information 
contact Wayne Rhoden at mgardener@suddenlink.
net or visit our web site at www.txmn.org/goodwater.
--Houston--Gulf Coast Chapter-- Spring classes will 
run Feb. 2 through May 18. The classes will be held 
on Monday mornings at the Houston Arboretum and 
Nature Center. The class fee is $150.00. The class lim-
it is 20 students. Registration deadline is Jan. 15. For 
more information, please contact training.officer@
txgcmn.org. Chapter website: http://www.txgcmn.org
--Jefferson -- Cypress Basin Chapter -- The deadline 
to apply is Jan. 5 with a class limit of 15. Classes 
meet one weekend a month -- January, February, 
March, and May in Jefferson and at Caddo Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge. Registration fee is $130 
per person or $230 per married couple. For addi-
tional information contact Stella Barrow at 903-
672-5524 or 903-736-3063. For application forms 
email Betty Morgan: bgmorgan46@yahoo.com.
--Marble Falls - Highland Lakes Chapter - Spring 
training will be held starting Feb. 26 through May 14, 
with classes every Thursday at varying times during 
the day. The deadline for the training class application 
is Dec. 15, with a class size of 15, and application fee of 
$140. For more information, contact New Class Train-
ing Coordinator, Melanie Huff at amhuff@281.com 
. Chapter website is http://txmn.org/highlandlakes/
--Rockport -- Mid-Coast Chapter -- Training begins on 
Feb. 7 and runs through June 6. There are nine classes, 
most include a classroom and field component. The 
cost of the training is $150. Applications are available 
on the website or you can email our Membership Chair 
at this address- membership@midcoast-tmn.org. 
Class size is limited to 17 and is filled on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Please visit our website midcoast-
tmn.org to learn more about our chapter and training.
--Round Top/Brenham -- Gideon Lincecum Chap-
ter -- Training program starts Jan. 15. Classes will 
be held at Winedale Historical Center in Round Top, 
TX. Classes are every Monday evening from 6-9 
p.m. and various dates for field trips. Class is limited 
to 25 people; registration fee is $175.00 per person 

Continued on Next Page)
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Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “11th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
•  No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Great Ways To Go “Out of Business”
Think Your Location is Your Best 
Advertisement;  Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Services You 
Provide;    Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Merchandise 
You Carry;    Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Specials You 
Have Listed;   Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows When You Have A 
Sale;   Don’t Advertise!

Think Time at The Same Location Is Your 
Best Advertisement;  Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows You Have Trained 
Staff;   Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise When...
You Have So Much Business You Can’t 

Stand Another Paying Customer!
You Can’t Stand Money or Success!

Or: WHEN YOU ARE OUT OF BUSINESS!

The Fisherman’s Guide News~903-383-7748

If You  Are Thinking ...
You Would Like To Stay In Business And 
Need More Customers, Clients, Income, 

& Exposure; Think About Advertising In

Afterall...
This Got Your Attention & Business 

Advertising & Promotion Is Tax Deductible!
“Where’s Your Money Best Spent?”

Check Out Our New Stainless Steel Models
Visit Our Booth at the Mesquite Tackle Boat & Tackle Show 

ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

Master Naturalist Program Seeks Applicants
  Sixteen chapters of the Texas Master Naturalist program 
will be conducting training classes in the coming spring 
and summer months for volunteers wanting to learn 
about natural resource and conservation management.
  The Texas Master Naturalist program, made 
up of 44 chapters located across the state, 
aims to develop a corps of well-informed citi-
zen volunteers to educate their communities 
about the management of natural resources.
  The main qualification needed to become a certified 
Texas Master Naturalist is an interest in learning and 
playing an active part in conservation. Volunteers will 
receive a minimum of 40 hours training from educators 
and specialists from places such as universities, natu-
ral resource agencies, nature centers and museums. 
Training topics include interpretation and manage-
ment of natural resources, ecological concepts, eco-
regions in Texas and natural systems management.

  Volunteers are then asked to provide 40 hours of ser-
vice a year in community education, demonstration 
and habitat enhancement projects in order to maintain 
certification as a Texas Master Naturalist. They are 
also expected to pursue a minimum of eight hours of 
advance training in areas of personal interest. How-
ever, many of the volunteers will go above and be-
yond their basic requirements once involved, and are 
encouraged to develop personal projects connecting 
to the mission of the chapter and state-wide program.
The following Texas Master Naturalist chapters offer-
ing volunteer training this spring are listed with contact 
information. Enrollment is limited in most chapters. 
Some registration deadlines are fast approaching so con-
tact a chapter near you to see if seating is still available.
--Angleton--Cradle of Texas Chapter--Training runs 
Jan. 28 through May 13. Classes are held on Wednes-
days from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Half a day is class 

with the second half field trips. A total of 14 classes 
will be held in this period. Some class locations are 
Brazos Bend State Park, Sea Center and others. Reg-
istration is $100 due by Jan. 21. For more information 
contact Roy Morgan at royemorgan@aol.com or 979-
297-7677or the AgriLife Extension office @ 979-864-
1558x116. Chapter website: http://TMN-COT.org.
--Bastrop - Lost Pines Chapter - Training dates are 
Feb. 2 through May 1. Most classes meet Monday eve-
nings from 6 to 9 p.m. with six Saturday sessions. The 
schedule is on our website (http://txmn.org/lostpines/
training/basic-training/2014-lpmn-basic-training/) 
Locations vary, but will be primarily in Bastrop. Class 
size limited to 30. Registration fee $115.00. Registra-
tion deadline is Dec. 20. Contact Julia Akin, juliaa-
kin@mac.com. Website http://txmn.org/lostpines
--Collin County -- Blackland Prairie Chapter -- Train-

(See Master Naturalist....Continued on Page 14-A)

Master Naturalist Program Seeks Applicants (Continued from Page 11-A)

ing classes beginning Feb. 11 and run through April 
29. The classes meet on Wednesday evenings from 
6 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Science Resource Build-
ing on the campus of the Heard Museum in McKin-
ney. Field trips are usually held once a month Feb. 
through May with additional classes and trips held 
throughout the year. The fee is $150.00 with scholar-
ships available. Applications are due Jan. 23. Appli-
cations are on their website at http://www.BPTMN.
org plus a tentative listing of the classes to be held.

--Dallas - North Texas Chapter -- Training dates for the 
spring are Feb. 10 through April 28with training times 
on Tuesday evenings from 6-9 p.m. Training will be 
held at the Texas AgriLife Extension Office, 10056 
Marsh Lane (at Walnut Hill) Suite B101 Dallas 75229. 
A Registration Fee of $170 is due before training begins. 
For more information, contact Ellen Guiling at educa-
tion@ntmn.org. The registration deadline is Jan 16. Ap-
plications available on the website: http://NTMN.org
--Denton - Elm Fork Chapter - Training begins 

Sept. 1 and will end Nov. 17. Classes are scheduled 
on each Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Denton 
AgriLife Extension Service, located at the Joseph 
A. Carroll Building, 401 W. Hickory Street, Denton, 
TX 76201. (Parking and the entrance to the build-
ing are located on W. Mulberry Street.) Class size 
is limited to the first 30 students. Registration fee 
is $150.00. Information about the Master Natural-
ist volunteer program is available on our website, 
http://txmn.org/elmfork/ or you can email Kath-
ryn Gildersleeve at Kathryn.gildersleeve@denton-
county.com. The deadline for registration is Aug. 20.
--Georgetown - Good Water Chapter - Training begins 
March 3 and will end May 12. Registration is due before 
Feb. 17 and we will be accepting 30 Students. Classes 
are normally held on Tuesdays from 1- 5 p.m. with 
some field trips on Saturdays. For more information 
contact Wayne Rhoden at mgardener@suddenlink.
net or visit our web site at www.txmn.org/goodwater.
--Houston--Gulf Coast Chapter-- Spring classes will 
run Feb. 2 through May 18. The classes will be held 
on Monday mornings at the Houston Arboretum and 
Nature Center. The class fee is $150.00. The class lim-
it is 20 students. Registration deadline is Jan. 15. For 
more information, please contact training.officer@
txgcmn.org. Chapter website: http://www.txgcmn.org
--Jefferson -- Cypress Basin Chapter -- The deadline 
to apply is Jan. 5 with a class limit of 15. Classes 
meet one weekend a month -- January, February, 
March, and May in Jefferson and at Caddo Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge. Registration fee is $130 
per person or $230 per married couple. For addi-
tional information contact Stella Barrow at 903-
672-5524 or 903-736-3063. For application forms 
email Betty Morgan: bgmorgan46@yahoo.com.
--Marble Falls - Highland Lakes Chapter - Spring 
training will be held starting Feb. 26 through May 14, 
with classes every Thursday at varying times during 
the day. The deadline for the training class application 
is Dec. 15, with a class size of 15, and application fee of 
$140. For more information, contact New Class Train-
ing Coordinator, Melanie Huff at amhuff@281.com 
. Chapter website is http://txmn.org/highlandlakes/
--Rockport -- Mid-Coast Chapter -- Training begins on 
Feb. 7 and runs through June 6. There are nine classes, 
most include a classroom and field component. The 
cost of the training is $150. Applications are available 
on the website or you can email our Membership Chair 
at this address- membership@midcoast-tmn.org. 
Class size is limited to 17 and is filled on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Please visit our website midcoast-
tmn.org to learn more about our chapter and training.
--Round Top/Brenham -- Gideon Lincecum Chap-
ter -- Training program starts Jan. 15. Classes will 
be held at Winedale Historical Center in Round Top, 
TX. Classes are every Monday evening from 6-9 
p.m. and various dates for field trips. Class is limited 
to 25 people; registration fee is $175.00 per person 

Continued on Next Page)
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

and $325.00 per couple if sharing materials. Deadline 
for applications is Jan. 1. Point of contact for class 
is Cindy Rodibaugh, cindyr@devonindustries.com 
or (361) 865-0170. Chapter website is txmn.org/GLC
--San Antonio--Alamo Area Chapter-- Training 
begins Feb. 19 and will end Apr. 25. Registration 
is due by Jan. 31 with a class limit of 55 students. 
Classes will meet Thursdays 5 -9 p.m. for 10 weeks 
and four Saturday morning field trips. Scholarships 
are available to applicants who submit their train-
ing applications prior to the registration deadline. 
Background checks are required. For more informa-
tion, please contact Pamela Ball at pball12@satx.
rr.com. Chapter website: http://txmn.org/alamo/.
--San Benito/Mission- Rio Grande Valley Chap-
ter-- Training classes are held in two locations (San 
Benito and Mission) for the convenience of the train-
ees. Lower Valley and Upper Valley classes work 
cooperatively, and trainees may attend classes and 
field trips at either location. Training will begin with 
a joint orientation at the Biblioteca las Americas 
(Med-High Campus) at Mile 3W and Expressway 
83, Mercedes, TX on Jan. 14 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Registration is due Dec. 31 with a limit of 25 students 
per location. The fee is $150.00; limited scholar-
ships are available. Background checks are required.
--Training for the upper valley education class 
begins Jan. 20 and will end March 24. Class-
es will meet Tuesday evenings from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. at the Bentsen RGV State Park at 2800 
S. Bentsen Palm Dr., Mission. The training in-

cludes 10 classes, plus four weekend field trips.
Training for the lower valley education class be-
gins on Jan. 21 and will end on March 25. Classes 
will meet Wednesday evenings from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at the Cameron County Annex Building at 
1390 W. Expressway 83, San Benito, TX. The 
training includes 10 classes and four field trips.
  To register and for more information, please visit 
www.rgctmn.org. For more information about lower 
valley classes, contact Carolyn Cardile at p42339@
aol.com or Alicia Cavazos at alicav399@yahoo.com. 
For more information about the upper valley class-
es, please contact Tom Butler at 2tmb@earthlink.
net or Marisa Oliva at stxbordertmn@gmail.com.
--San Marcos - Hays County Chapter -- Applica-
tions accepted until Jan. 7 for class beginning Feb. 
10. Classes last until Oct.13 meeting, with classes 
held on 10 Tuesday evenings from 6-9:30 p.m. 
and two Saturday mornings. Three field trips and 
five site visits offered. Fee is $175 and includes 10 
meals at the Tuesday classes. Applications available 
on the website (http://haysmn.org) after Dec. 4 or 
from Bari Conley at the Hays County Texas A&M 
AgriLife extension office in San Marcos (512-393-
2120). Contact is Training Coordinator, Dick Mc-
Bride (512-749-1055) or docdik@grandecom.net.
--Temple/Killeen -- Central Texas Chapter-- Train-
ing begins March 31, with orientation on March 
24 from 7 -- 8:30 p.m. All classes are on Tuesdays, 
usually from 8:30 a.m. -- 3 p.m. with classes mov-
ing to various locations according to subject mat-

ter. There will be no classes on our chapter’s meet-
ing nights, which are the second Tuesday of each 
month, to allow the students to attend. Graduation is 
June 9. Registration cost is $150 per person. Chap-
ter website: http://txmn.org/centraltexas. Contact 
Mary Ann Everett everett.maryann4@gmail.com.
--Waxahachie - Indian Trail Chapter -- Training for 
the spring season will be on Tuesdays from 6 - 9 p.m. 
starting Feb. 3, running through April 28 with three 
Saturday field Trips. Classes will be held at First 
United Methodist Church Family Life Center, 505 W. 
Marvin Ave., in Waxahachie. The training program 
tuition is $150. Application deadline is Jan. 5. For 
more information, please contact Lynn Wisakowsky, 
Training Committee Chair, training@itmnc.com.
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service co-
sponsor the Texas Master Naturalist Program.
  
  For more information about existing chap-
ters or forming a new chapter contact Mary Pearl 
Meuth, Texas Master Naturalist Program As-
sistant State Coordinator, by email: mpmeuth@
tamu.edu or by phone at: (979) 845-7294.
  
  More information about the Texas Master Naturalist 
program is available at: http://txmn.org.   Highlights 
of chapter’s projects, state-wide initiatives and pro-
gram achievements can also be found on the Texas 
Master Naturalist Programs Facebook Page: http://
www.facebook.com/TexasMasterNaturalistProgram
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WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos 

Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Terry Weatherford
Beebe, AR.,

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Stan Rubbel
Oaklahoma

Tyler Levings
Prosper, TX.,

Ryan (Digga) Levings
Prosper, TX.,

Benny Weatherford
Beebe, AR.,

Benny Weatherford & 
Mack Holleman, 

Beebe, AR.,

Tyler, Alyson & Ryan Levings
Prosper, TX.,

Alyson Levings
Prosper, TX.,

Richard Aron, Ft. Worth, TX.,
spent the day with his dad!

Owen Dillard, Louisville, TX.,
R.O. Harris, Rowlett, TX.,

Kenny LaDuke (ctr.) was presented the Texas Trails Bassmasters of 
Lake Fork “Albert Jordan Memorial Trophy” by Deborah Jordan (lt.) 
and Lew Conder, Club President (rt) at the club’s Annual Christmas 
Party held at Fisherman’s One Stop (Bro’s) on Highway 515 on Decem-
ber 13th. Albert Jordan had been a long time member and officer of the 
club until he passed away in 2013 from kidney failure. In memory of 
Albert and all he did for the club, Texas Trails came up with a Memo-
rial Championship Trophy. In order to win and have your name and 
year of accomplishment engraved on the trophy you must accumulate in 
the most points in the two-day end of the year club championship. Con-
gratulations to Kenny LaDuke. Last year’s recipient was Lew Conder.

Texas Game Wardens on Border Make Large Gillnet Seizure
  Te x a s  g a m e  w a r d e n s  c o n d u c t i n g  a n 
e n h a n c e d  m a r i n e  p a t r o l  o f  t h e  l o w e r 
R i o  G r a n d e  n e a r  B o c a  C h i c a  a l o n g  t h e 
Te x a s - M e x i c o  b o r d e r  r e c e n t l y  s e i z e d 
r o u g h l y  8 , 0 0 0  f e e t  o f  i l l e g a l  g i l l n e t .
  T h o u g h  n o  a r r e s t s  w e r e  m a d e ,  t h e 
g i l l n e t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e l o n g e d 
t o  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r m e n  f r o m  M e x -
i c o .  F i s h i n g  w i t h  a  g i l l n e t  i n  Te x -
a s  w a t e r s  i s  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  l a w.
  G a m e  w a r d e n s  f o u n d  h u n d r e d s  o f 
f i s h  t r a p p e d  i n  t h e  n e t t i n g ,  i n c l u d -
i n g  r e d  d r u m ,  s n o o k ,  b l a c k  d r u m , 
s h e e p s h e a d ,  t a r p o n ,  m u l l e t ,  j a c k  c r e -
v a l l e ,  a n d  g i z z a r d  s h a d .  I n  a d d i t i o n 
t o  f i s h ,  t h e  g i l l n e t  c o n t a i n e d  b l u e 
c r a b s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o r m o r a n t s  a n d 
b r o w n  p e l i c a n s .  G a m e  w a r d e n s  w e r e 
a b l e  t o  s a v e  t w o  o f  t h e  b r o w n  p e l i -
c a n s ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  b i r d s  h a d  d i e d .
U s i n g  a  g i l l n e t  i n  s t a t e  w a t e r s  i s  a 
C l a s s  B  m i s d e m e a n o r  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a 

f i n e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  $ 2 , 0 0 0 ,  c o n f i n e m e n t 
i n  j a i l  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  1 8 0  d a y s  o r  b o t h . 
Ta k i n g  t h e  f i s h ,  c r a b s ,  a n d  p r o t e c t e d 
b i r d s  w o u l d  b r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  c h a rg e s .
“ I l l e g a l  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t y 
f r o m  M e x i c o  p o s e s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t 
t o w a r d s  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  Te x a s 
a n d  w e  t a k e  t h e  t h r e a t  e x t r e m e l y  s e -
r i o u s l y, ”  s a i d  M a j .  M a l c o m  Wi l k e s .
  A n y o n e  w i t n e s s i n g  a l l e g e d  i l l e g a l 
c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  o r  a n y  p o a c h i n g 
a c t i v i t y  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  c a l l  t h e i r  l o -
c a l  g a m e  w a r d e n  o r  O p e r a t i o n  G a m e 
T h i e f  a t  8 0 0 - 7 9 2 - G A M E  ( 4 2 6 3 ) .
  “ G a m e  Wa r d e n s  w o r k i n g  t h e  R i o 
G r a n d e ,  t h e  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o ,  a n d  b o r -
d e r  l a k e s  a r e  w o r k i n g  i n  a  v e r y  c o m -
p l e x ,  d e m a n d i n g ,  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  e n v i -
r o n m e n t , ”  s a i d  G r a h a m e  J o n e s ,  T P W D 
C h i e f  o f  S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n s .  “ I n  a d d i -
t i o n  t o  r o u t i n e  i n t e r d i c t i o n  o f  c o m m e r-
c i a l  f i s h e r m e n  f r o m  M e x i c o  w h o  a r e 

f i sh ing  Texas  wa t e r s  i l l ega l l y,  ou r  game 
w a r d e n s  e n c o u n t e r  h u m a n  s m u g g l e r s 
a n d  d r u g  s m u g g l e r s  v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y. ”
  
  “ I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e 
s a m e  g r o u p s  f r o m  M e x i c o  t h a t  u t i l i z e 
l o n g - l i n e s  a n d  g i l l n e t s  i n  Te x a s  w a t e r s 
t o  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  r e m o v e  t h o u s a n d s 
o f  s h a r k s ,  r e e f  f i s h ,  t u r t l e s ,  d o l p h i n s , 
a n d  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  o f  m a r i n e  l i f e  a l s o 
t a k e  p a r t  i n  o t h e r  i l l e g a l  s m u g g l i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s , ”  s a i d  C a p t .  J a m e s  D u n k s , 
w h o  i s  b a s e d  i n  B r o w n s v i l l e .  “ O u r 
p r e s e n c e  a l o n g  t h e  Te x a s  B o r d e r  h e l p s 
t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s i g n i f -
i c a n t l y  w h i l e  a l s o  h e l p i n g  t o  p r o t e c t 
Te x a s  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y. ”
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  T P W D ’s  o n -
g o i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  c o n f r o n t  i l l e g a l  f i s h i n g 
p r a c t i c e s  a l o n g  t h e  b o r d e r,  s e e  h t t p : / /
w w w. t p w m a g a z i n e . c o m / a r c h i v e / 2 0 1 4 /
o c t / e d _ 3 _ p o a c h e r s / i n d e x . p h t m l



“Practice Safe Boating in the New Year!”
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  Yes – time flies when 
you’re fishing and here 
it is, a new year to be-
gin! I hope everyone 
had a wonderful holi-
day season. I took some 
time off to head to Mis-
souri to spend some time 
with family and friends. 
What a bonus it is to get 
back home to Lake Fork!
  For those of you coming 
to Lake Fork for the first 
time, please be extra care-
ful getting around out there 
because of the water con-
ditions. There are many 
channel markers missing 
and some have drifted 
away from where they are 
supposed to be. So when in 
doubt – just IDLE! It’s not 
worth getting hurt over. If 
you should hit a stump and 
need motor repairs, you 
need to contact Chuck or 
Perry at Service Marine 
in Emory 903-473-3909. 
They will get you fixed 
up and back on the water. 
They are the best! One last 
piece of advice – be sure 
and wear those kill switch-
es and life vests. You 
can never be too careful.
  I guess the safest way to 
get around (at least for me) 
is having a good G.P.S. 
unit on board. My Low-
rance has been an amaz-
ing asset for navigating. 
I’ve been able to make 

my own trails that I know 
are safe to get around 
and boy is that a “peace 
of mind”! If you’re con-
sidering upgrading your 
electronics, do yourself a 
favor and get the G.P.S. 
combos. I promise it will 
enhance your fishing ex-
perience! Some of us need 
all the help we can get!
  So, if the weather is too 
bad for fishing, get out 
there to some of the boat 
and tackle shows in your 
area. Lowrance will be at 
the Texas Fishing and Out-
door Show in Mesquite 
and the Houston Interna-
tional Boat Show in Hous-
ton. This way you can see 
all the latest Lowrance has 
to offer and have any ques-
tions answered right then. 
Maybe I’ll see you there!
  Be sure and stop by the 
Shimano booth too to see 
their latest surprises for 
’15. Plus, the Gamma 
fishing line will be there 
and many more tackle 
booths and boat compa-
nies displaying their new-

est crafts for the New Year. 
Be sure to take the whole 
family. There will also 
be fishing pools for the 
children and many more 
activities. These shows 
are great for stocking up 
for the upcoming spawn.
  Well, finally, if you do 
find a nice day and ven-
ture out, I would target 25 
to 35 feet in 30 to 45 feet 
of water and keep a close 
eye on that depth finder. 
It will tell you how deep 
you need to be fishing. As 
far as colors to use – I’d 
stick to a darker color with 
murky water conditions – 
black, gray or navy with 
a chartreuse tail. When in 
clearer water try the lighter 
colors white, green and 
blue with chartreuse are 
working well. When the 
bite slows down and you 
are still marking fish, don’t 
be afraid to change up 
your color combinations.
  If I don’t see you at the 
shows, hope to see you 
on the water. Be safe and 
practice safe boating.

Birders Flock To See New Species in Texas in 2014
  The phenomenon of new birds seen in Texas 
jumped in 2014, underscoring the Lone Star 
State’s rep as one of the top birding destinations 
in the country. It also illustrates how technology 
and social media are changing human culture.
  There were three new species reported in Tex-
as in 2014, all new to the state’s bird list, pend-
ing approval by the Texas Ornithological Soci-
ety. These include a red-legged honeycreeper 
that drew flocks of people Thanksgiving Day to 
Estero Llano Grande State Park in the Valley, a 
gray-crowned rosy-finch seen north of Dalhart in 
the Panhandle around Nov. 20, and a pair of com-
mon cranes still present as of Dec. 6 at Muleshoe 
National Wildlife Refuge in the Panhandle. This 
represents almost as many rare birds in Texas this 
year as in the previous five years combined. Bird 
experts call these uncommon sightings “vagrants,” 
oddities that stray from their typical ranges.
  “This kind of stuff awaits any observer who’s 
out there looking,” said Cliff Shackelford, a bird 
biologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment. “There will always be vagrants because 
birds are so mobile they can show up anywhere. 
We’re probably only seeing the tip of the iceberg.”
  What’s fueling the increase? Some birders 
speculate cheaper gas prices prompted more 
birders to get out in November, and a conti-
nental cold snap may have encouraged lots 

of birds to move in search of food and cover.
  But the iceberg’s tip may be more visible these 
days in large part because of better binoculars, cam-
eras, and audio recorders to capture bird calls, plus 
social media and mobile apps to tie it all together.
“As soon as people hear about a rarity they get in 
the car or plane and go, because they can get there 
in time now,” said Shelly Plante of TPWD, who 
runs the Great Texas Birding Classic. “People 
traveling coordinate in real time with people who 
are already at the sighting location, using social 
media and texts to make sure the bird is still there. 
The honeycreeper sighting happened on a Thanks-
giving weekend when many people were already 
off and could pick up and go, and they did. The 
common cranes at Muleshoe have been there a 
couple of weeks, and there are still people making 
plans on Texbirds and Facebook to go see them.”
  Although avid birders often spread news of va-
grants, they are not always the first to see them. 
These days, that honor can fall to anyone who 
happens to be in the right place at the right time.
  “These vagrant birds can show up anywhere, 
including people’s back yards,” Shackelford said, 
noting it was a backyard birder who in 2012 re-
ported the state’s first Pineywoods record of a 
common redpoll, a small finch of the arctic tun-
dra and boreal forest. “The takeaway is: if you 
see a bird you don’t recognize, take a photo. Also, 

record the call if it’s vocalizing. If a photo is not 
conclusive, an audio recording can be important.”
  Who sifts all those photos and calls? The Texas 
Bird Records Committee of the Texas Ornitholog-
ical Society is the authority that confirms or de-
nies a rare bird sighting. A great resource in Texas 
is the TEXBIRDS listserv, which anyone can join, 
where people report and discuss bird sightings on-
line. Another big online tool is Texas eBird, where 
backyard birders as well as those who travel for bird-
ing can report what they see year-round, contribut-
ing to an international database of bird sightings.
  
  Texas is a particular “birdy” state, with 639 
bird species recorded (a number that may in-
crease once review of recent new bird sightings 
is complete). That’s the second highest of any 
state, after California. This birdiness is the rea-
son Texas is home to the Great Texas Wildlife 
Trails, the first birding and wildlife trails created 
in the USA, and hosts the annual Great Texas 
Birding Classic, a popular birdwatching event 
that raises money for bird conservation in Texas.
  
  For more about birding in Texas, or to sign up 
for the Great Texas Birding Classic running April 
15-May 15, 2015, see TPWD’s Birding in Texas 
web pages. Or, for a focus on Texas State Parks by 
region, see the Birding in Texas State Parks pages.



Page 18-A                                  “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                              January January                             “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 7-A

INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

* Swimming Pool/Hot Tub
* Business Center
* Fitness Center
* Jacuzzi Rooms
* Boat Parking
* Guest Laundry
* Free High
   Speed Internet
* 32” Flat Screen TV 
    All Rooms

www.BestWestern.com

MINEOLA INN
903-569-5331
Fax: 903-569-5388

Free Hot Breakfast
Boat Hook-ups

* Microwave & Refrigerator Every Room

100 Debby Lane
 (Hwy 69)

15 Minutes From Lake Fork Boat Ramps
Family Atmosphere While Fishing!!

Crappie
Trips

Hotel • Marina • RV Park 
Cabins/Lodges 

Tackle Store (Great Selection)
Annual RV Sites  on Mustang Creek 

Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store
Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410

(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
903-765-2385

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” Tips for Targeting Big Bass”

(See Pack of Knowledge....Continued on Page 21-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Owners: John & JoAnne Heimgartner

“Support Our High School
Bass Fishing Teams!!”

3.5” Flutter Spoons
Made In U.S.A.

Rust & Corrosion Proof
H.D. Stainless Split Ring

#2 Gamakatsu EWG Treble Hook
~~~Now At Fisherman’s One Stop~~~

By Andrew Grills

  Its hard to believe another year has flown by and 
here we are in January once again. 2014 was an un-
usual year here on Lake Fork. With record break-
ing cold weather throughout the first four months 
of the year, relatively mild summer temperatures, 
and seemingly skipping fall altogether; it was a 
challenge to stay on the fish to say the least. While 
it wasn’t my best year for overall numbers of bass, 
it was probably the best year for big bass I have had.

  There may be some luck involved when someone 
comes along and catches a double digit bass on 
their first trip to Lake Fork. However, when some-
one regularly catches big fish, it isn’t an accident. 
There are a few things that I believe increase the 
odds of catching bigger fish on a consistent basis. 
Here are some tips that seemed to pay off for us 
this past year, and resulted in some big catches. 
  One thing we spent more time doing this year 
than ever before was throwing big baits. We’ve 
all heard the saying that big baits catch big fish. 
Once in a while there are times and circum-
stances where the opposite can be true, but in 
most cases bigger lures produce bigger bites. 
More often than not, we erred on the side of 
using larger than normal lures this past year.
  For instance, in a scenario where we would’ve 
normally used a regular sized fluke, we rigged 
a magnum fluke instead. When we would’ve 
reached for a 5 inch flutter spoon, we opted for 
the biggest spoon we could get our hands on. 
Rather than tossing a 5 inch paddle tail swim-
bait, we found ourselves throwing much larger 
swimbaits on tackle that could be mistaken for 
deep sea fishing equipment. In many cases this 
meant sacrificing quantity in place of quality. 
  We were also careful about location. We all 

know big bass feed and position near structure. 
Points, creek channels, humps, and roadbeds 
are among favorite big bass hangouts. This year, 
more than ever before, we resisted the tempta-
tion to aimlessly cover water in order to satisfy 
our craving for a bite. Focusing on areas with 
key structure, and often a combination of more 
than one type of structure paid off. For example, 
a point with a roadbed crossing it and a creek 
channel bending against it will hold big bass 
when the time is right. Spending more time in ar-
eas like this resulted in some big catches for us.
  Another thing we were mindful of was our 
equipment. Sometimes a customer doesn’t want 
to hear that their favorite new rod and reel is 
insufficient to handle a lunker. In some cases 
we spent the first portion of the day learning to 
use baitcasting equipment, or replacing light 
line with 20lb test. Reminders to check the drag 
and make sure it was tight, and to double check 
that knot... all of the little things we can eas-
ily overlook are things that can make the differ-
ence between someone catching the biggest fish 
of their life or just another one that got away.
  Finally, timing is a very important factor we 
tried to keep in mind. We all know being at the 
right place, at the right time pretty much sums it 

New Helicopter Strengthens Texas Game Wardens
  The Texas Game 
Warden’s recently  un-
veiled its new Airbus 
AS350B3e helicopter 
that will enhance the 
department’s state-
wide law enforce-
ment apparatus and 
assist with its search 
and rescue and disas-
ter response efforts.
The aircraft is outfit-
ted with the latest law 
enforcement technol-
ogy and emergency 
response equipment in-
cluding a rescue hoist, 
thermal imager, search-
light, public address 
system, satellite com-
munication and night 
vision. Funding for 
the new aircraft, which 
was approximately 
$5 million, was made 
possible through leg-

islative appropriation 
during the 83rd Texas 
Legislative session.
  “This helicopter is 
going to be a tremen-
dous asset and force 
multiplier for the Texas 
Game Wardens,” said 
Col. Craig Hunter, 
TPWD Law Enforce-
ment Director. “We 
will not only be able to 
more efficiently move 
personnel and equip-
ment across the state, 
but with the addition of 
the new hoist system, 
we will be able to bet-
ter leverage our marine 
and ground assets to 
enhance our search and 
rescue capabilities dur-
ing times of disaster.”
  Among the new air-
crafts advantages are 
its ability to carry ad-

ditional game wardens 
including its K9 teams 
during remote search 
and rescue missions or 
other specially trained 
personnel for specific 
assignments. In addi-
tion to the new heli-
copter, the department 
also has a fixed wing 
2009 Turbo Cessna 
Model 206 aircraft.

Practice Safe
Boating

Fish Friendly
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     Lake Fork 
              Resort

Located 1/2 Mile South of 
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations
27 Motel Rooms  •  RV Park • Swimming Pool 

Cafe • Fishing Pier • Boat Ramp
• Boat Slips • Store • Guide Services

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY!  AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING 

"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-
STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES 

AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367 
e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com 
5004 North F.M. 17 • Alba, Tx. 75410Answers on Page 21-A
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Copper Ridge
Hideaway

Booking Now For 
Spring Fishing/Family Getaway

Wonderful 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath With a Gated 3,000 Square Ft. 
Home, 3 Covered Car Ports With Electrical Hook-Ups

Amenities: 4 Bedroom, (Sleeps Up to 12) 2 Full Baths, Direct TV, 
Mi-Fi Internet, Washer and Dryer, Fully Equipped Kitchen, 2 

Coffee Makers (Coffee Furnished), 2 Living Areas and a Dining 
Area, Outside Covered Patio With Smoker/Grill & 

a Propane Fish Cooker
Dock on Clarkson Branch Cove North of Sun Eagle Bay

1.7 mile by boat or 3 miles by truck/car to Lake Fork Marina
Call For Availability And Pricing:

Clint ~ 903-312-9885  Stephanie  863-738-9092

(See 2015 on the Fork...
Continued on Page 20-A)

2015 on the Fork Looks To Be Great

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

CHL Classes
NRA Pistol

Shooting 
Courses 

Indoor Gun 
Range

State of the Art 
Range 

GunSmithing
Reloading Supplies

Firearms & 
Ammunition 
Personalized 

Service
 

Hours: Tues thru Sat 
9am - 5pm 

4387 FM 515 • Emory, TX  75440
903-473-3780

www.lakeforkfirearms.com

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)
** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

JAN-FEB BY APPOINTMENT ONLY CALL FOR
APPOINTMENT

By Danny Ozio

 “Another year has flown by and we are at the cusp 
of entering into 2015. Fishing was great last year 
and I most certainly think it has the potential to be 
better this year. With a recent Toyota ShareLunk-
er, a 13.88 toad entered into the system, the stage 
is set for more to follow. It seems that the crappie 
fleet this winter are harvesting some good num-
bers which means the giant bass are out there feed-
ing up whenever possible. I foresee someone will 
bring a fifteen or sixteen to the scales in January or 
February. With the lake dropping at the rate it is, 
this should gather the green monsters up and offer 
the anglers easier access to a trophy of a lifetime.
  Main lake water temps are hovering in the low 
fifties and the lake is about 7 1/2 feet low. This 

speaks volumes to me and points to a great bite in 
January. The water is several degrees warmer this 
year at this time than last year. This might be why 
the shallow bite of lately has been excellent. The 
numbers have been good although no giants have 
made it to my landing net. It’s just a matter of time. 
  January is usually a great month for fishing hy-
drilla as the bass tend to congregate on the outside 
edges, especially on sunny days. This is where the 
red rattle trap truly shines. The 1/2 ounce version 
is the norm but always keep a 3/4 ounce tied on to 
probe the deep outside edges of the grass. In most 
cases, you will catch much larger bass on the big-
ger version. The key to trap fishing is to touch the 
grass with the lure as it races through the vegeta-
tion. In some cases, let it bury up in the foliage 
and then rip it out. This action usually triggers the 
strike. Sunshine is the key for this pattern and the 
afternoons are usually the best. Shallow stumps 
are also a dark horse pattern at this time of the 
year, especially in the creeks. Focus on the largest 
wood in the 3 to 8ft range. Several presentations 
will work but the jig will bring home the bacon. 
Cast just past the wood and work it back through 
the roots. A Texas rig brush hawg will also work 
along with my fav, the drop shot. Use dark colors 
on cloudy days, black/blue or green pumpkin, and 
watermelon red or watermelon magic on the sun-

ny days. Running bank lines in the afternoon can 
be a profitable pattern using a chatterbait. White 
works well and I will use black/blue on cloudy 
days. If the wind is none existent, switch to a 
suspending jerkbait and work it slowly. This is a 
great tactic when the fish are lethargic and skittish.
  The deep bite is always an option on Fork. The 
key to catching large bass in the depths is finding 
the bait. I use the Lowrance 12 Touch to scour 
across water in the 18 to 30-ft range. Once I see 
the bait, the bass are close. I will use a jigging 
spoon along with a flutter spoon to get the bass 
to commit. Most of the time the largemouth will 
be suspended so the countdown method will be 

  The following items 
are compiled from 
recent Texas Parks 
and Wildlife De-
partment law en-
forcement reports.
--See You Later, Al-
ligator-- A Chambers 
County game warden 
responded to a call on 
High Island, where an 
alligator had been shot 
in one of the Houston 
Audubon Society bird 
sanctuaries. One of the 
workers came across a 
few young men pulling 
a flat-bottom boat out 
of one of the ponds. 
They had a rifle and an 
alligator more than 8 
feet long. The worker 
detained the shooter 
until the Galveston 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Chambers 
County game warden 
could arrive. The sub-
ject was arrested for 

den noticed the driver’s 
pupils were constricted 
to the size of a ballpoint 
pen, triggering him to 
search the vehicle once 
more. This time he 
found the butt end of a 
glass pipe inside a foam 
cup holding an iced-
down soft drink, along 
with a meth pipe and 
a plastic bag contain-
ing 0.7 grams of meth. 
Also found in the truck 
were items matching 
the description of sto-
len property from the 
burglarized hunting 
camps. The driver was 
arrested on charges of 
possession of a con-
trolled substance, pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia and littering.
--Feeling Crabby-- An 
Orange County game 
warden responded to 
a call in Mauriceville 
from the sheriff’s of-

Game Warden Field Notes
hunt-ing without land-
owner consent and cit-
ed for hunting in closed 
season. Cases and 
restitution pend-ing.
--A Bad Eyedea-- A 
game warden was pa-
trolling a rural area of 
Kent County where 
hunting camps had 
recently been burglar-
ized when he noticed 
a white pickup truck 
leaving private prop-
erty. Knowing the 
road headed to a main 
highway, he decided to 
take a different route to 
meet them. The warden 
gained probable cause 
to make a traffic stop 
and noticed nervous-
ness and signs of de-
ception from both the 
driver and passenger. 
After receiving con-
sent to search the ve-
hicle and interviewing 
both subjects, the war-

fice concerning illegal-
ly taken fish and crabs. 
When the warden ar-
rived, he made contact 
with two subjects who 
possessed a boat full 
of fish and blue crabs. 
The pair admitted to il-
legally running some-
one else’s commercial 
traps at night and steal-

ing the crabs along 
with the 59 fish that the 
warden located. Only 
one of the suspects had 
a valid fishing license. 
Cases were filed for 
possession of over the 
daily bag limit of red 
and black drum, pos-
session of undersized 
red drum and floun-

der, running commer-
cial crab trap at night, 
commercial crabbing 
without a commercial 
crab license and sev-
eral warnings for wa-
ter safety equipment.

Fish Friendly
and Legally!!!
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork Marina

 &
Diamond Sports Marine

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With 

“The Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994

2015 on the Fork Looks To Be Great (Continued from Page 6-A)

in vogue. If you see the fish in 12-ft, count the bait 
down to 12 because most baits fall about a foot per 
second. If you get no takers, switch to a magnum 
fluke with a 7/0 hook. White Ice and Disco Violet 
are great colors for this tactic and the same count 
down method applies. If you see the fish close to the 
bottom mixed in with the bait, a Carolina rig may 
be the best strategy. The bait of choice should be a 
fluke, brush hawg or a magnum trick worm. I prefer 
dark colors in the winter and you can’t beat green 
pumpkin or tomato. Another plan to catch the deep 
predators will be the swimbait. Rig any five or six 

inch bait with a 3/4 or 1 ounce jig head and let her 
fly. Make a long cast and pull out line so that the bait 
will sink straight down to cover as much water as 
possible on the retrieve. Swim it slowly and hang on.
   January is also a great month to catch numbers 
on the power plant lakes. If cabin fever has set in, 
give me a call and we can wear them out where the 
water temps are summer like. A ton of fun to say the 
least. If you are headed out to Lake Fork in January 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love 
to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few 
dates open in January and some in February. I also 
have gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. 
You can contact me at 409-782-4269 or e-mail me at 
skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavi-
dOzio. I post my daily trip results on this page. I run 
a Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha 250SHO and would 
like to thank Skeeter for making my office on the lake 
the best in the country. I would also like to thank G-
Loomis, Shimano, Lowrance and Talon Lure Com-
pany for making my job the blast that it is. A special 
shout out to H&W Marine in Tyler for all their help 
in keeping me on the water seven days a week, no is-
sues. I hope to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 
10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 

Rainbow Trout Coming to Tyler’s Nature Center
   The East Texas Woods and Waters Foun-
dation (ETWWF) and the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) will 
host two special fishing events in Janu-
ary 2015. Two thousand rainbow trout will 
be stocked into The Nature Center pond 
to provide a free fishing opportunity for 
area youth and their adult fishing mentors. 
Event dates are January 3 and 10, 2015, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., rain or shine.
  Adult mentors should bring all equipment 
and bait necessary for fishing (see recom-
mended equipment below). A limited amount 
of fishing equipment (and bait) will be on 
hand for those who cannot bring their own 
on a first-come--first-served basis. Adult 
mentors do not need to be experienced an-
glers. TPWD staff will be on hand to assist.
  “Anglers will have the choice of releas-
ing their catch or keeping up to a limit of 
five fish per person to take home,” said 
Craig Bonds, East Texas Regional Fish-
eries Director. “We also have fish-clean-
ing facilities courtesy of the East Texas 
Woods and Waters Foundation, and we 
will offer fish-cleaning demonstrations.”
  So, if you know a kid who wants to go 
fishing, this is a chance to make some 

wonderful memories outdoors and en-
joy the wonderful sport of fishing. Adults 
who attend these events must bring at least 
one child and mentor them while fishing.
Recommended Equipment: A light-action 
rod and reel combination (one per child) 
with small fishing hooks, light line 12 lb. 
test or less, small bobbers (optional), and 
small split shot. For bait, bring salmon 
eggs, whole kernel corn, marshmallows, 
small worms, or prepared trout bait (Berk-
ley PowerBait Hatchery Formula Chews 
or similar). Small rooster-tail spinners 
work well. If you intend to keep trout, 
please bring a stringer or small cooler.
Special Rules: Fishing will be allowed only 
on Saturday, January 3, and Saturday, Janu-
ary 10, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Youth 
must be supervised at all times by their 
adult mentors. Parking will be allowed in 
designated areas only. Only rainbow trout 
(five per day) and channel catfish (one per 
day) may be kept per angler. Each angler 
is restricted to no more than two fishing 
poles. No fishing license is required for 
youth or their adult mentors. Free to all par-
ticipants. Pre-registration is not required.
Sponsorship: These special events are made 

possible by the members of the East Texas 
Woods and Waters Foundation and staff of 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
Other Activities: The Nature Cen-
ter in Tyler has a series of outdoor hik-
ing trails that may also be of interest to 
visitors. We invite you to explore these 
trails and also enjoy a day of fishing!
How to Get Here: From ESE Loop 323 in 
Tyler, go southeast on University Blvd. 
(Spur 248). Take a right turn on F.M. 848 
(Bascom Rd.). Go 0.2 mile and turn right 
at The Nature Center gate. Please park in 
main parking area and walk to pond us-
ing the concrete trail near the kiosk.
Got Questions? Richard Ott, Fisheries 
Biologist, (903) 566-2161or Kevin Sto-
rey, Fisheries Biologist, (903) 593-5077.

Wanted: Information About 
Illegal Fishing Along the Border
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s 
Law Enforcement Division and the U.S. Coast 
Guard are distributing a wanted poster seek-
ing any information related to illegal fish-
ing activities along the Texas-Mexico border.
  Both agencies are currently investigating multiple 
cases of Texas and federal conservation law viola-
tions, including illegal long lining, gill netting, crab-
bing, hoop netting, shrimping and other offenses.
  “The Gulf of Mexico, Rio Grande, Falcon 
Lake and Amistad Lake are included in the af-
fected areas,” says Grahame Jones, Chief of 
Special Operations. “These acts of illegal and 
unreported fishing adversely impact both the 
recreational and commercial fishing industries.”
  Anyone seeing illegal fishing equipment in the 
Gulf or other border water bodies, or who has 
any information about individuals involved in 
this activity, is urged to contact TPWD’s Opera-
tion Game Thief hotline at 1-800-792 GAME 
(4263) or via email at www.ogttx.com Tips also 
may be sent by text message to 847411. In-
clude the letters TPWD in the text. The U.S. 
Coast Guard may be contacted at 361-939-6393.
  For more information on TPWD’s ongoing ef-
forts to confront illegal fishing practices along 
the border, see http://www.tpwmagazine.com/
archive/2014/oct/ed_3_poachers/index.phtml
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com

Page 4-A                              “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                       January

Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Now Accepting Leases For Annual 
RV Waterfront Lots

Room Amenities Include Refrigerator, Coffee 
Pot, Microwave, 2 full size beds, Flat Screen 

Direct TV, New AC/Heating Units 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * 
Extended Boat Ramp *  Boat Slips * 

* Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479
Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 

on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 
South 3 Miles

"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
UPGRADED

MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners • New Management 
New Attitude

Website Under Construction 
Coming Soon!!

www.gofishfork.com

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Fish Friendly

Help Us To Be The 
Best.... Plan Your Trips 

To Lake Fork With “The 
Fisherman’s Guide 

News” News or Photos 
Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

up. However, the right 
time can often be the 
most difficult time to 
fish. Some of my best 
days ever have been 
while a strong front is 
passing through. This 
means strong wind, and 
in many cases rain or 
snow. There are sev-
eral reasons fish get 
active under these con-
ditions, but the main 
thing to keep in mind 
is that this is when big 
bass make mistakes.
  Periods of consis-
tent, stable weather 
are also worth paying 
attention to. Florida 
strain bass are not big 
fans of change, and 
after several days of 
stable weather condi-
tions one should expect 
the bite to be pretty 
good. During these pe-
riods, and the hours 
leading up to the next 
front are times to fish 
as much as possible. 

  Hopefully these tips 
give you some ideas 
that will help you 
catch more big bass 
in 2015. Its my goal 
for this coming year 
to be even better. I 
believe paying atten-
tion to baits, location, 
equipment, and tim-
ing can help put more 
lunkers in the boat.
  Andrew is a profes-

sional guide on Lake 
Fork and is sponsored 
by Skeeter Boats, 
H&W Marine Tyler, 
TX, Costa Del Mar, 
M-Pack Lures, and 
Simms fishing apparel.

Year End Review on Lake Fork and Great Things To Look Forward To in 2015 (Continued from Page 1-A)

Ford truck given away each hour and 15 places 
being paid, there was a lot of incentive to catch 
a big Lake Fork bass. Mother Nature wasn’t 
nice to the anglers but seven anglers drove off 
in new Ford trucks. On March 22, 2015 the 7th 
Annual Ford Mega Bass tournament will be held 
out of Lake Fork Marina with a new Ford truck 
and places paid each hour of the tournament. 
  In May 2014 Lake Fork saw the return of 
the Texas Toyota Bass Classic. Profession-
al Angler Keith Combs of Huntington, Tex-
as broke the tour-level world record catch-
ing 110-pounds in three days of competion 
fishing this great reservoir. The 2015 TTBC will 
be held this year on Lake Fork May 21-24, 2015.
   The “10th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament” that was held in May showed an-
glers love Lake Fork and fishing in May is a great 
time to be here. During the course of the tourna-
ment 1,145 anglers representing 21 states came to 
participate. During the tournament 29 bass over 
the 24” slot were brought to the weigh-in ranging 
from 7-pounds to 10.29-pounds. This tournament 
is open to all makes and models of boats. This 
year’s tournament has a guarantee of $320,000 
and will be held on May 15, 16, 17, 2015 hosted 
out of Lake Fork Marina. For more information on 
this tournament go to www.legendoflakefork.net.
  June is exciting on Lake Fork mostly for our 

youth with the Wood County, TPWD Games 
Warden’s Associton hosting the Annual Kidfish 
Day at SRA Headquarters. This past year we 
had over 400 children ranging in age from 2 to 
16 that came to participate. Skeeter Owners also 
like this month for the Annual Skeeter Own-
er’s Tournament held every June on Lake Fork.
  Anglers can always look forward to the 
“Hook n’ Cook” sand bass tournament in 
July hosted by The Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork and Fisherman’s One Stop.
  In September on Lake Fork it goes from idle 
to fast speed with the Maddog Moore tournament 
and Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash. This year at 
the Big Bass Splash they reported 2,470 anglers 
representing 28 states and 2 countries came to 
Lake Fork to compete for part of the $500,000 
in cash and prizes. During the 3 day course of 
that tournament 1,828.34-pounds of bass were 
brought to the weigh-in with 33 of those bass 
exceeding the 24” slot limit. The 29th Annual 
Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork 
is scheduled for September 18, 19, 20, 2015.
  The 9th Annual Berkley Big Bass Tourna-
ment was held on October 18, 19, 2014. In this 
unique tournament anglers can only use Berk-
ley and Sebile baits. For this event 901 anglers 
came to try their luck for the many paid places 
paid per hour and the chance to take home one 

of the two new Skeeter bass boats given away 
for the heaviest bass. This is another great event 
put on by BassChamps on Lake Fork. This tour-
nament is scheduled for October 17, 18, 2015.
  If you are looking to catch a ShareLunker, 
you have until April 30th to complete your 
task. Judging from the statistics and num-
bers, believe me, Lake Fork is your best bet.
  See you on the lake or at the boat shows. 
Have a great New Year, Fish Friendly, and 
practice C.P.R. (Catch * Photo * Release)     
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

End of 
the Year

Clearance Sale All 2014 Models In Stock

2014
Ranger
Z520C

2014
Triton
20XS

(2) 2014
Triton
18XS

2014
Ranger

MPV 1652 Group & Corporate Trips Available 
Youth, Beginners, Experts Welcome

“Let’s Go Fishing!” 
Email:  rloomis@peoplescom.net

903-383-3050

Rick Loomis  
Professional Lake Fork 

Guide Service

20 Years Experience 
 Winner  Skeeter Owners 

Tournament 2001
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www.bassinwithbubba.com NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes

Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK

email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Emory, 886 E. Lennon, Hwy 69
888-473-1222  903-473-1222
c21lakecountry@verizon.net

Quitman, 306 S. Main
800-254-7541  903-763-2216

c21lcr@peoplescom.net

Alba/Lake Fork, 5200 FM 515
888-413-5200  903-474-2031

c21lake@verizon.net

century21lakecountryrealty.com
Judy Stroman, Broker     903-850-5082

EXTENSIVE REFURBISHMENTS. Comfortable home on 2 corner 
lots. New paint throughout, ceiling popcorn removed, like-new carpet, 
repainted cabinets, garage & storage bldg. New light fixtures, A/C serviced. 
Great floor plan with 2142 sq. ft. heated & cooled, wb fireplace, two living 
areas (can be office), two eating areas, large utility room, 3 BR, 2 Baths. 
Chain link fence for the animals, large shade trees, 2-car garage, storage 
bldg.  Don’t miss viewing this one. $139,900.

WANT YOUR OWN PRIVATE LAKE? This 9.23 acre tract has a 
beautiful lake, best guess is 3.5 to 5 acre lake. May have some springs, 
owner says still had water in last drought. Gorgeous views, nice wooded 
property, pretty drive up with planted cedars. Home is doublewide 
manufactured, owner says 32x64, 2048 sf. Nice kitchen with prep 
island, gas stove, breakfast area, wet bar, lots of space. Wood burning 
FP, Dining has large windows that overlook scenic lake view. 4 BR, 
2 Bath, Master has garden tub & separate shower. Near Lake Fork, 
about 6 miles from public boat ramp. Beautiful property, great loca-
tion. $154,000.

PRETTY WATERFRONT SETTING on Lake Holbrook. 
Extremely nice, clean 3 bedroom, 2 bath waterfront home. 
Large living/dining and kitchen area with kitchen bar. 
Beautiful trees, screened porch, deck overlooking the lake, 
storage building and fishing pier. This home is a great place 
to come, relax for the weekend or perfect for a permanent 
home. Come take a look at this great place on the water. 
Everything is ready for you to move right in and start 
enjoying. Reduced to $149,900.

EXTRA NICE LAKE FORK WATERFRONT home in small subdivision 
of approx. 21 houses. Home has large entry, living area, formal dining, 
heated & cooled sun room. Nice kitchen, breakfast bar, utility room with 
pantry. Master bedroom has large walk-in closet. This home is still like 
new, very well maintained. There is a workshop area just off the carport. 
Detached workshop in back yard. Irrigation/sprinkler system is from the 
lake. Boathouse has lift and small storage area.. Subdivision has its own 
boat ramp that is fully useable. Pretty area of Lake Fork, lots of trees, 
dogwoods. $250,000

COUNTRY LIVING ON 1.422 ACRES just east of Lake Lydia. 
Pretty setting with circle asphalt drive, lots of trees, storm shelter, 
well for irrigation and Fouke Community water. Showcase ready 
and tastefully decorated. Spacious living area with wb stove. Re-
done with lots of cabinets and eating bar. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, utility 
room, Separate office can be 3rd bedroom with extra large closet 
adjacent. Dining is refreshing with great views, opens to back patio 
and covered patio. Property has beautiful shade trees, a garden, small 
workshop. Must see this one, you’ll be pleasantly surprised. $88,000

Lake Fork Waterfront Acreage. Over 50 acres, 
25.9 deeded and approximately 25 acres leaseback. 
This is really good waterfront property with lots of 
shoreline. Rare find on Lake Fork. Perfect for RV 
park, private get-away, subdivision, development. 
Appraised and Priced at $535,000

GREAT OPPORTUNITY to own a Marina on Lake Fork. 
This property has it all: 27-room recently refurbished mo-
tel, convenience store, cafe, tackle store, boat ramp, boat 
slips, swimming pool, 50+ site RV park with full hoop ups. 
Property has its own sewage treatment plant. There is 2 
acres deeded with lots of leaseback, plenty of parking and 
room for expansion. Great area to hold tournaments, plus 
it’s the first full service marina coming in from the Dallas 
metroplex. Reduced to $525,000

AFFORDABLE WATERFRONT ON LAKE FORK. Plenty of 
space to roam around. Beautifully finished log siding home with 
covered back deck. Inside is tasteful with wood walls and ceil-
ings, rock fireplace. With 1510 sf living area it’s a  really great 
place for permanent or weekend living. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
living/dining, kitchen, carport, storage building. Situated on 
one of the great fishing areas of Lake Fork, this one is ready for 
you. Some furniture available for purchase. You need to take a 
look at this one! $149,900 

BEAUTIFUL SETTING ON 10 ACRES. Drive into the wooded 
area and follow the circle drive with large hardwoods surround-
ing. Some pasture at the back. Far back is a nice size pond, 
probably 1/4 acre or more. The 3 bedroom, 2 bath mobile home 
needs new carpet. Recently added and additional living are with 
wood burning stove and total new kitchen cabinets and counters. 
Very large utility room is an addition as well. Carport and a few 
storage buildings on the property. This is a good, secluded place 
for someone who wants their privacy. $115,000.

We have too many properties for sale to show here. To view these and ALL MLS 
PROPERTY LISTINGS, go to: www.century21lakecountryrealty.com

“Lake Fork’s Leading 

Real Estate Agency”

REDUCED

Pending

Bubba thinks a lot of the “Fish Tales” on Lake Fork are bigger than the “Fish Tails”!
By: Don Hampton
 
  Everything is big on Lake Fork. That could be 
the reason, one of Bubba’s New Year’s Resolu-
tions is to lose some weight. He is not too ex-
cited about that one though. He likes his fried 
fish, chicken fried steaks, mashed potatoes and 
gravy. Bubba is also kind of proud of his size. 
He says, “People can see I’m healthy and with 
my longer arms I can make longer casts!” Well, 
that’s Bubba for you… always looking for the 
positive in a situation. He even wants to get a 
bumper sticker for his truck that says, “Made 
In Texas By Texans”. His truck was built in 
Detroit so we know he’s not referring to that!
  Big is the reason Bubba chose to live on 
Lake Fork. For the big bass and I do be-
lieve for the big stories and the num-
ber of restaurants that have “All You Can 
Eat”, while you tell these exaggerations!
  Bubba has a tendency to tell a few tall-tales him-
self.  With him when he is exaggerating a story 
he does it in full jest. Fishing is just too much 
fun to fib about it. Bubba’s stories range from 
the bass he caught that was so big, that when he 
pulled it out of the water the lake level dropped 
two feet to the one that was so big it struck at his 
boat thinking it was a topwater lure. My very 
favorite one he told me was about the one he 
hooked under the 154 bridge. This hawg was so 
big and strong it pulled him from the bridge to 
the dam. It was so strong and fast he was pass-

ing other boats that were on plane. When the 
fish got him in deeper water he had to cut his 
line because he was afraid the fish was going to 
pull his boat under like a bobber on a cane pole.
  One of Bubba’s favorite past-times is sit-
ting around making up exaggerated funny 
fishing stories. It is like some of the jokes he 
makes up. He’ll practice them on Bubbette 
until she gets so tired of them she runs off to 
Wal-Mart and then he rehearses them to him-
self. When he gets to a point where he laughs 
at them, then look out world here they come!
  With his stories a person knows they are all in jest 
and only for the fun of telling. You know right away 
his stories are literally, “unbelievably funny”.
  With some anglers and their fish stories you can 
just watch and listen to Bubba to determine if he 
believes them. If you or someone else is telling 
Bubba a fish story that he just isn’t quite buying, 
you can tell right off. If his only comment during 
the story is “Right” or “Really”, he isn’t going 
for it! If he finds the story just too unbelievable, 
“Right” and “Really”, will be long and drawn 
out with too many syllables in the pronunciation. 
So much so he sounds like he is doing an im-
pression of Dr. Evil in the Austin Powers movie.
  A perfect example of one of these stories is 
when an angler, (we won’t say his profes-
sion), told Bubba he caught a double-digit 
bass every day for 28 days in a row fishing 
Lake Fork. All Bubba said was “Riiiggght!” 
  What Bubba really wanted for Christmas 

he didn’t get! But, he had already figured out 
that Bubbette wouldn’t be able to find it, so 
he wasn’t too disappointed. He wanted one of 
those fancy reels that some of these anglers 
must have in their possession. The kind of reel 
that has the built in scale and measuring tape. 
He has some nice reels that Bubbette has bought 
him on special occasions but none that tell him 
how long or heavy the fish was that broke off.
  Bubba knows these reels must exist, if only 
for the most elite fishermen, because other-
wise how could they tell these stories with 
such preciseness. One angler told Bubba, “I 
hooked an 11.4 pound bass over 24” but never 
got it to the surface before it wrapped me on 
a stump and broke my line!” Bubba’s reply, 
“Riiiggghht!” Another angler told Bubba just 
after a tournament, “I almost had you beat! I 
had an 8 pound 10 ounce bass all the way up to 
the boat before it broke my line!” Bubba’s re-
ply, “Riiiggghhht! You want to see my check?”
  Bubba has decided these anglers must 
have one of those fancy reels that tells ex-
actly how much a fish weighs upon hook-up! 
He’s weighed a lot of fish in his time but he 
couldn’t tell you exactly what a fish weighed on 
the end of his line while its still in the water.
  After much thought and pondering on Bubba’s 
part he came to a conclusion. “These big fish 
tales are like big people getting their pictures 
taken. Each one will have you convinced that 
a photograph adds 10 pounds to their weight!”
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Billy and all the crew at Sartin Marine would like 
to welcome their newest employee to their staff, 
Robert Gilliland. With Robert’s years of experi-
ence in the marine parts and service department, 
he will be an asset to the business.

Year End Review on Lake Fork and Great Things To Look Forward To in 2015

Lake Fork guide Danny Holder should hire out as Santa every year, 
because he really makes a good one! He was Santa’s helper having 
pictures taken with the children and accepting their “Wish List” for 
the real Santa at Oak Ridge Marina on December 13th when parents 
brought their children for “Breakfast with Santa”. There were 170 par-
ticipants that shared the holiday experience. 

By Don Hampton

  Lake Fork could only be described as ex-
citing and living up to its reputation as 
the “Big Bass Capital of Texas” in 2014.
  In the 2014 Toyota ShareLunker Season Lake 

Fork contributed three lunkers of the nine en-
tered into the program state wide. Randall Clay-
bourne from Tulsa, Oklahoma won the program’s 
Angler of the Year with his Lake Fork catch of 
13.86-pounds. Other anglers making a great en-
try into the program with Lake Fork lunkers were 

(See  Year End Review....Continued on Page 4-A)Blake Eppinette from 
Downsville, Louisana 
with a 13.6-pound bass 
and Stephen Proctor 
from Pryor, Oklahoma 
with a 13.29-pound 
bass. David Roulston 
from Frisco, Texas has   
started off the 2015 
Toyota ShareLunker 
season in a big way. 
On Thursday, Novem-
ber 20th at approxi-
mately 1 p.m fishing 
Lake Fork he caught 
a lunker bass weigh-
ing 13.88-pounds, 
measuring 26.75-inch-
es in length, with a 
girth of 20.5-inches. 
With David’s lat-
est entry it brought 
the ShareLunker en-
tries to 558 with 257 
of those lunkers hav-

ing been caught on Lake Fork.
 On April 6, 2014 BassChamps hosted its 6th An-
nual Ford Mega Bass Tournament with 1,643 An-
glers coming to participate  in the largest one-day 
pay-out for a big bass tournament. With a new 


