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Joshua Franklin from West Virginia bested over 1800 anglers in the
7th Annual Ford Mega Bass Tournament of Lake Fork with this hawg
weighing 10.9-1bs. (Fisherman’s Guide Photo by Sue Hampton)

West Virginia angler wins the 7th
Annual Ford Mega Bass on Lake Fork

By: Conor Harrison

Joshua Franklin makes
the 940-mile one-way
trip from his home in
Huntington, West Vir-
ginia to Lake Fork sev-
eral times a year.

His father-in-law used
to own a house on the
lake, and the draw of
possibly winning a big
tournament on the lake
has kept him coming

back.

Franklin finally real-
ized his dream when he
hooked a 10.9-pound
bass around 11:45 a.m.
to win the event and
take home a new Ford
F-150, a Skeeter ZX
200, Yamaha 200 SHO
and Minn-Kota-Hum-
minbird package. The
big fish allowed the
Mountaineer state an-
gler to best more than

1,800 other anglers at
the biggest one-day
bass tournament in the
world. The Ford Mega
Bass presented by Bio-
bor.

“We got to the lake
Tuesday night and be-
gan fishing Wednes-
day,” he said. “The
water temps were up
and down and the rain

(See West Virginia Angler...
Continued on Page 5-A4)
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The Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association

The Fourth Annual
Lake Fork Carp & Buf-
falo Challenge spon-
sored by the Lake Fork
Sportsman’s  Associa-
tion was held March
5, 6, 7 and 8. Twenty
Three teams took to
the banks of Lake Fork
for a 72 hour fishing
marathon. The weath-
er forced a six hour
delay at the start. We
had extremes with ice
and snow on Thursday
morning and to close
out the tournament on
Sunday we had rain
all day. Temperatures
ranging from the 20’s
to the 70’s challenged
anglers.

Lake Fork is home
to Common and Mir-

ror Carp that have been
known to grow in ex-
cess of 40 pounds and
Smallmouth  Buffalo
that are known to grow
in excess of 80 pounds.
Due to fallen timber
and standing trees, the
Lake Fork Carp & Buf-
falo Challenge is a real
test to its competitors.
The venue proved to be
an exciting challenge
to all competitors as
they strived to capture
champion Carp and
Smallmouth Buffalo.
The Lake Fork Carp
& Buffalo Challenge is
an international event.
Teams came to Rains
and Wood County from
Europe, Canada and all
over the U.S. These

teams spent from 8
days to more than 2
weeks in our area.
They stayed in motels,
ate in restaurants and
shopped in retail busi-
nesses. The economic
impact for this tour-
nament will be in the
thousands of dollars.
The anglers were com-
peting for over $14,000
in prize money.

The Big Winners were
the following:

Big Carp

Ist Place 29 pounds 1
ounce Frank Kessler &
Jason Aylott $350.00
Big Buftalo

Ist Place 54 pounds 11
ounces Norbert Samok

(See 4th Annual...
Continued on Page 4-A)
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What Bubba has to dream about...

By: Don Hampton

It wouldn’t take a dream expert to analyze
Bubba’s dreams. For those of us that know
him it would not be difficult to guess just
what he dreams about.

In his younger years he will admit he
dreamed about the “Hooter Girls and the
“Dallas Cheerleaders”, but that was before
meeting Bubbette the love of his dreams.
Now in what he refers to as his “Golden
Years”, Bubba’s dreams consist mainly of
drinking Bud Light and fishing anywhere
except in Dallas.

Now when I refer to Bubba’s dreaming,
this doesn’t mean he is always asleep. This
man’s daydreams can put Rip VanWinkle to
shame. He can be driving his truck or speed-
ing across the lake to get to one of his honey
holes and just have a doosie of a dream.

A couple of times, with the fear factor pres-
ent, I’ve had to arouse him. When I’ve asked
him where he was at, he would reply, “Oh, I
was just having a little daydream!”

Bubba has shared some of his dreams with
me and believe me that man has a vivid
imagination. The best thing about Bubba’s
dreams though is that no one ever gets hurt
and evidently they bring him a lot of enjoy-
ment.

One of his favorites and he insists it might

“Bassin’ With Bubba

come true because it is a reoccurring dream
is that he fishes his way to the Bassmasters
and wins.

That is not so far fetched. Many anglers
dream of that, but Bubba’s dreams go in
depth far beyond that point. In his dream
he beats everyone in the competition by 50
pounds per day and at the end of the tour-
nament all the pros want his autograph and
insist he give them tips on his fishing exper-
tise. I told him I didn’t think he would ever
be able to do that with a Zebco 33. (I can’t
tell you what he told me on that one.)

My favorite one he has shared with me is
him catching the new world record large-
mouth bass. He has even seen this one tilt the
scales at 28.62 pounds. That is doing some
mighty powerful dreaming. In this dream he
even picks up sponsors and does television
commercials. Can you imagine Bubba doing
a Fruit of the Loom commercial? In case this
dream does come true I want to be around
for this one. Bubba has been practicing the
American Express commercial. It doesn’t
quite sound like any I’ve ever heard, but who
knows we might have to give him credit.

Bubba’s version goes like this: “Howdy
you all! You and yours probably don’t have
a clue as to who I are, that’s why I carry this
here plastic thang! People may not recognize
me in my fishing gear at the rib house or at

the chicken fried steak place, which’s why I
carry this thang. Whether on the pond or on a
lake, make no mistake, you present this and
you can get a rib or steak! Don’t leave your
shack without it!”

Now if you saw this, wouldn’t it just make
you want to go out and extend your credit
rating?

With all dreams there comes the scary ones
and Bubba has a few of those. His consists of
wanting to go fishing and not being able to
find his boat, not being able to find the lake,
Bubbette selling all his fishing stuff at one
of her garage sales, and the “Dallas Cheer-
leaders” and the “Hooter Girls” all wanting
to go fishing with him. (Well okay, maybe
not the last one. I just wanted to see what
Bubbette would do to him.)

To top all of this off someone made the
mistake of sharing with Bubba a supersti-
tious saying. Bubba being a country boy and
believing somewhat in superstition isn’t tak-
ing any chances. This individual told Bubba
that if you have a dream and tell it to some-
one before having breakfast that dream will
come true. Now when Bubbette tells him to
shut-up and go back to sleep, he gets on the
phone to his friends to tell them of fishing
the Bassmasters or making an American Ex-
press commercial.

So, if you meet Bubba, don’t give him your
telephone number.
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. Park Homes Inc.
W CUSTOM BUILT

With
or
Without
Lofts

diamondparkhome

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947%% %%

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17
/m-l\ ALBA, TX., 75410 /w\
903-765-1128 Builder

@gmail.com

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = &
Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.

Service and Warranty Center

A/C * REFRIGERATOR ¢« FURNACE *« WATER HEATERS

e Atwood * Nordine * Norcold

INSURANCE

INSURANCE
CLAIMS CLAIMS

e Dometic * Coleman * Suburban

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17
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4th Annual Carp & Buffalo Challenge (consinued from page 1-4)

& Laszlo Kovacs $350.00

Big Carp/Big Buffalo ~ 1st Place 76 pounds 14 ounc-
es Norbert Samok & Laszlo Kovacs $750.00

2nd Place 71 pounds 6 ounces Kenneth Keaton & Jus-
tin Keaton $350.00

3rd Place 61. Pounds 1 ounces Dennis Moss & Gary
Owens $200.00

Big Four Carp ~ 1st Place 83 pounds 10 ounces Mar-
cin Szwdlowski & Henryk Burza $2,550.00

2nd Place 75 pounds 12 ounces Greg Hudson & Chad
Hudson $1,100.00

3rd Place 72 pounds 14 ounces Norbert Samok &

Laszlo Kovacs $750.00
Big Four Buffalo
1st Place 122 pounds 6 ounces Paul & Lisa Hunt
$2,550.00
2nd Place 89 pounds 1 ounce Norbert Samok & Lasz-
lo Kovacs $1,100.00
3rd Place 47 pounds 4 ounces Dennis Moss & Gary
Owens $750.00

The Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association would like
to thank the many volunteers who endured extreme
weather conditions to insure that fish were properly
weighed and recorded. We also want to thank the

landowners, The Sabine River Authority, Keith Gil-
breath, Jim Cotton and Mark Coker who allowed an-
glers to fish from their property., the Wood County
Industrial Commission, Emory EDC, Rains Tourism,
BTH Bank, CNB Bank and Lake Fork Chamber of
Commerce. We appreciate their support in making
this event a success. Oak Ridge Marina, tournament
host, provided anglers with the type of service that
makes them want to come back to East Texas, thanks
Barry and Tracy for a job well done. Lastly, we want
to thank our social committee and Allan’s Hitchin
Post for hosting the pretournament social. A dinner of
the finest East Texas Chicken Fried Steak was served
to anglers, volunteers, sponsors and landowners.

Paul and Lisa Hunt won 1st Place in the Big
Four Buffalo weighing in 122-1bs. 6-o0z.

Paul Hunt with one of the Big 4 Buffalo he
caught during the course of the tournament.

Big Four Carp ~ 1st Place with 83-pounds 10-ounc-
es was Marcin Szwdlowski & Henryk Burza.

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Newly Remodeled

MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners! New Management! NewAttitude!"

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

Visit Us Online
WWW. goﬁshfork.com

"CATCH OF THE MONTH"
Caught from the pier!

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
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West Virginia Angler Wins 7th
Ford Mega Bass (Continued From Page 1-A)

wouldn’t go away. The
day of the tournament,
the water temperatures
were 62 degrees, so we
focused on catching
fish in 8 to 10 feet of
water.”

Throwing a Flash Pop
that was similar to a
small Alabama rig with
a secret swimbait at-
tached, Franklin caught
a fish below the slot
limit and cashed an
hourly check early in
the tournament.

“Once we cashed that
first check, I said, “Well

now [’m going to catch
an over,”” Franklin
said. “My lure wasn’t
5 feet from the boat
when she hit. I set the
hook and thought this
is a big fish. She went
under the boat and I
thought I might lose
her, but we got her in
the net, made sure she
was long enough and
I knew we might have
caught the big fish of
the tournament.” I said,
“We need to go to the

(See Ford Mega Bass.....
Continued on Page 7-A)
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork =
Great Lodglng Accommodatlons at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake

14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Small Refrigerator « Microwave ¢ Coffee Pot * Alarm Clock * Two Double Beds * Covered
Boat Parking * Guide Services Available «"Make Your Reservations Today'"

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces

Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit
Located on 515 Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

Website: www.scenicS15cabins.com ¢ Email: scenicS15cabins@peoplescom.net
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April is set for multiple patterns

By David Ozio

“It has been long awaited but April is finally
here. We all have endured some strange weather
over the past couple of months on Lake Fork and
it’s about time the giants come out to play. Recent
rains have stained the water over most of the lake
but, as of this writing, I expect the lake to start
to clear and trophy bass to move shallow where
everyone can have a true shot at a “once in a life-
time” wall hanger. The lake is only three foot low
at this point and main lake water temps are inch-
ing upward toward 60 degrees. This bodes well
for a shallow water extravaganza.

My sites are set for multiple patterns to evolve
through April, one of which involves chunking

huge swimbaits. This calls for some clear water
and I think this watershed should start to stabilize
as we head into the early stages of the month. The
next order of business will be ordering in some
wind. Something on the lines of 10-18mph would
be perfect but I will take what I can get. Plankton
will get pushed up on main lake points, shad will
follow as well as the green beasts searching for
food. White or shad colored baits will work and
don’t be afraid to use a chartreuse/blue back if the
water is off colored. The A-rig should also be front
and center during the first two weeks of the month
and the same color schemes apply. Focus these
baits into the two to five foot water column and
use heavy line on your reels for this application.
The next choice of champions will be the Caro-
lina rig. I would focus on main lake points as well
as the first secondary point heading into the coves
and creeks. It’s hard to beat a lizard at this time of
the year and the baby brush hog will take home
it’s share of the bacon. No need to get crazy with
the colors, dark hues on cloudy days, black em-
erald, junebug, redbug, and translucent baits on
the sunny days, watermelon red or watermelon
magic. Use a longer leader to help fool the wary
bass, something in the four foot range will suffice.
Make your casts into the four to ten foot range and

wait for the rod to load up.

My next choice in the multiple pattern mad
house would be the squarebill. Fish this hawg
catcher in the same places that you would throw
the swimbaits. The only difference will be the
target depth. Swimbaits will be presented more
to the shallow side where the squarebills will
be launched into the four to seven foot corridor.
Throw any version of chartreuse if the water is
stained and shad patterns if the water is clear. |
recommend using 151b fluorocarbon line to get
these shallow running crankbaits down to the de-
sired depth and pay attention to the wind blown
banks. BTW, keep the net handy.

(See April...
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|CLUES ACROSS

1. Put on the
5. Speed of sound
9. National capital
14. Goidelic language of Ireland
15. Chinese city
16. American followers of the
Mennonite Bishop Amman
17. Yield
18. Aromatic ointment used in
antiquity
19. Sergeant fish
20. Fabulous place
23. Conqueror
24. Loose, flowing garment
25. Wonderful (slang)
27. Type of numeral
32. Sports equipment
36. Turkish leaders
39. Quantity of no importance
40. 111

|CLUES DOWN

1. Medieval fiddle
Baar, soprano
3. Hebrew letter
4. Nadas
5. Sacred phrase (Hinduism)
6. Female domestic
7. Makes apples easier to eat
8. Of water
9. Naughtier
10. Egyptian god of life (var.)
11. Supports trestletree
12. Bird genus
13. Melting
21. Traveler, in a way
22. Lower in esteem
26. East Indian stew
28. Punt
29. Thai currency
30. Content of cognition
31. Automotive vehicles

32. Former Persian Empire capital
22 LYl

43. Judicial proceeding

44. Margarine

45. Wooden-soled shoes

46. King of Camelot

48. Part of a relay

50. Naval Intelligence Support
Center (abbr.)

53. Thin, translucent paper

58. Gable hit

63. Giraffelike animal

64. Longest division of geological
time (var.)

65. Romanian city

66. Ancient Greek city

67. Italian seaport

68. Bodily fluids

69. Armor plate

70. Detailed description

71. Surrounds

34. Nearly horizontal passage
from the surface into a mine

35. Ninth letter of the Hebrew
alphabet

37. Command right

38. Truant

41. Decorative portal

42. Texas team member

47. Lacking discretion

49. Cultural, in a way

51. Jabs

52. Catchpenny

54. Splash

55. Obsequious use of title (var.)

56. Disarm

57. Icelandic poems

58. Victim of ridicule or pranks

59. Gumbo ingredient

60. Gets to, in a way

61. Epic

62. Pulled

Answers on Page 21-A

Located 1/2 Mile South of
Hwy 515 on Hwy. 17 On Lake Fork

Call Today For Your Reservations \

27 Motel Rooms ¢ RV Park  Swimming Pool
Cafe  Fishing Pier « Boat Ramp

* Boat Slips * Store * Guide Services

Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly
Practice C.P.R.

If you would like
B il
FISERRMAN'S
 Ems

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)
For Only $30,

BOOK YOUR ROOMS TODAY! AND...DON'T FOR-
GET OUR GREAT HOME COOKING, FEATURING
"ANY TIME BREAKFAST", OUR JUICY HOME-

STYLE BURGERS, HOME-MADE FRENCH FRIES
AND OUR OUTSTANDING CHICKEN FRIED STEAK
IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE

Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

(903) 765-2987 or 1-800-230-4367

e-mail: reservations@lakeforkresort.com

5004 North F.M. 17 * Alba, Tx. 75410

75497

Fish Friendly
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Ford Mega Bass (Continued From Page 5-A)

dock now.”

Franklin was fishing
midlake, so he had a
good run back to the
weigh-in spot.

“l had that Skeeter
pegged,” he said.

Once the fish was
weighed in  about
12:45, it was a waiting
game for Franklin.

“I was pacing a lot,” he
said. “All of these peo-
ple started weighing in
overs and I was think-
ing, where are these
fish coming from?
There were six in the
last hour.”

Once he had beaten out
all comers, Franklin
got emotional after a
tough year.

“When our son was
three months old, he

was diagnosed with
a rare heart defect,”
Franklin said. “We had
to fly him to Cincinnati
Children’s  Hospital.
He’s now 6 months old
and doing great, but
it was real tough not
knowing if your son
was going to make it.
Coming from that, |
still can’t believe I won
the biggest one-day
bass tournament in the
world.

“That new Skeeter

sure looks good being
pulled home to West
Virginia.”
Six other anglers also
weighed in fish good
enough to take home a
new Ford F-150 truck:
RON LEE Yantis, TX
10.71 Ford F-150

PAT MOLINA Mes-
quite, TX 10.65 Ford
F-150

BRYAN RHOADES
Bowie, TX 10.25 Ford
F-150

CHARLES VAUGHN

Mountainbury, AR
10.03  Ford F-150
ANDY  WILBURN

Royse City, TX 9.79
Ford F-150
TIM RICHARDSON
Blanchard, OK 9.22
Ford F-150

All told, fifteen fish
over the slot limit were
weighed in. More than
$250,000 in cash and
prizes were handed out
to 1,811 anglers from
32 different states.
For more information,
go to BassChamps.
com.

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba » WIFI available

A Salon For The

Whole Family!

INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLAR
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!! However, if you have invested thousands
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!! For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics. I look forward to hearing
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244,
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques
* Jigs ¢ Spoons * Carolina Rigs « Wacky Worms ¢ Light Tackle Drop Shotting
* Lure Selection * Lure Presentation * Reading Structure (Electronics)
* Aquatic Vegetation » Night Fishing ¢ Fly Fishing
CLINIC ON BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK
Roy Greer (903) 765-2075

&, e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com
“website: www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.

903-383-7121
Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

FOR WORK, FOR PLAY, FOR LIFE.

WELDOME 33D ANNYAL CRAPPIR FEST ROURIAMEIT

3018 @ ORER]

With All The Food, Fun &
“New Orleans Spirits”
Open 4 PM to 9 PM

Every Friday & Saturday

Call ~ 903-383-7121
For Info & Orders to Go!!

BYOB
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Im{ét-mdgéﬁ-'ﬂ?' Park
Tent Camping-Boat Ramp
Tackle/Gift Store-Restaurant

li_llil! Fork’s Largest & Finest

TEULL VG g o

i R

ZISCR1558 & Alba, TX 75410 & S03-TES-2T84 & wavw [akafarimarina.com

5 miles N of Alba on Hwy.17

Dean Stroman Guide Service

"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

T ,

* Expert or Beginner * Accommodations Arranged
* Day or Night Trips ¢ Pre Tournament Scouting
e Corporate or Group Trip ° Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for
your successful fishing trip!"’

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At
www. Ridewithalegend.com

“The

By Terri Moon

It’s been a long time
coming but finally the
first wave of crappie
have committed to go-
ing shallow! 1 didn’t
think winter was ever
going away (and I'm
still not sure if it’s done
for good!) It’s been the
craziest year of weather
and fishing I’ve ever
seen! But so “thankful”
to have the lake levels
back up and not hav-
ing the water pumped
to Dallas! It’s just my
opinion but Lake Fork
fish have never liked
any current — and when
they were pulling 1 — 2
inches a day, there was
definitely current and it
sure affected the fishing.
Now that things are sta-
bilizing, water levels and
water temperatures are
finally where they need
to be for some ‘“awe-
some” fishing! There is
nothing more fun than
“Bobber Fishing” this
time of year! After about
a week of seeing that
bobber go under, I start
seeing it go under in my
sleep and wake myself
up setting the hook!!
The added bonus of this
time of year is you never
know what you might
catch — a giant bass, a
monster catfish or a big

Moon Report”

First Wave of Spawners

bream. It’s all possible
and so much fun on my
Shimano ultralights!

We are rigging slip
bobbers with 1/8 oz. jig
heads with Bobby Gar-
land’s “natural shad” or
“electric chicken” and
working it along shore-
lines and timber in 1 to
8 ft. depths. The females
are staging out a little
deeper but will move
in around the next full
moon “big time”! April
is going to be an incred-
ible month for ALL spe-
cies!

It’s such a relief to start
seeing some really qual-
ity crappie and bass be-
ing caught after such a
tough long winter. By
the way it’s a good idea
to take some minnows
along for when the fish
aren’t as aggressive. I'm
looking forward to this
years spawn and so glad

my mom and dad are
able to be here to get in
on the excitement! It’s
always great to get to
spend time fishing with
your family!!!

I want to send a HUGE
“Thank You” to James,
Jody and Darrell at
“Popes Landing” for
finding room for me to
park my boat during
our extreme low lake
levels during this past
winter. They are defi-
nitely examples of “An-
gels Among Us”! Many
Thanks!!

Also I want to send
my appreciation to Ken
and Dana at Lake Fork
Marina for having a slip
available for me for all
these years! It’s so great
to see the water around
the docks!

Many Blessings to you
all!

TERRI MOON

LAKE

("'PADDIL 2.

RPRPIAM

FISHING

903-383-7773

GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABL
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Emily Breitkreutz caught this nice 9.4-lb. bass Jacob Trahan caught this nice 10.2-1b. Lake Rich Michaels won the 31st Semi Annual Texas
while fishing Lake Fork with her Dad, Jason Fork hawg while fishing with guide Doug Trails Bassmasters Open on Lake Fork with
and guide Joe Ford. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo Shampine on March14th using a black & blue the help of this nice 8.75-1b. bass he brought to
Fisherman’s Cove Marina) jig. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo DSP Guide Service) the scales. (Texas Trails Bassmasters Photo)

Practice C.PR. Fish Friendly

(CRAPPIF & RRIM

FISHING TRIPS

Mom & Pops, Nva - BbyCar- 903-383-7773

leton, Leesville, MO GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE |

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Audie Long Momma Nova Carleton gonna be  Pops Bobby Carleton, Leesville, Perry Byrd

Dallas, TX 85 and always catches the 1st one  MO., he always catches the most Jonesboro, AK

Jimmy Marshall Ed Walker Scott Losenicky David Kantor
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Now Accepting Reservations For

Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 14,15,16, 17,2015 At The

1Ith Annual

LE GEN D

May15 16 17, 2015

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise &
promote your products, merchandise, or company!

Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Toyota Texas Bass Classic Announces Musical Lineup

The Toyota Texas Bass Classic (TTBC) has an-
nounced the concert lineup for the 2015 event, re-
turning to Lake Fork on Memorial Day weekend,
May 23 — 25, 2015 at the Sabine River Authority
in Quitman, Texas. Concerts will be headlined by
Billy Currington on Saturday, May 23; Lee Brice
on Sunday, May 24 and Rodney Atkins and Joe
Nichols finishing out the weekend on Monday,
May 25.

“It is an exciting musical lineup this year,” said
Lenny Francoeur, Tournament Director. “Com-
bining country music’s biggest stars, the best bass
anglers in the world, large outdoor expos and
countless fan friendly activities; the ninth year
of TTBC promises to be one of the most exciting
yet.”

Tickets went on sale Wednesday, March 11, 2015
and will be available online at www.ToyotaTexas-

BassClassic.com or at your local Toyota dealer-
ships, Academy Sports + Outdoors, Brookshire’s
Grocery Stores and Kim’s Convenient Stores
throughout East Texas.

Georgia native, Billy Currington, will open the
three-day outdoor music festival. Currington won
the Hottest Video of the Year honor at the CMT
Music Awards for “Must Be Doin’ Somethin’
Right” in 2006 which was the same year he re-
ceived an ACM acknowledgement for Top New
Male Vocalist. Currington’s “Party For Two”
earned CMA and ACM nominations, while his No.
1 hit “People Are Crazy” earned Grammy nomi-
nations for Male County Vocal Performance and
Best Country Song. The same song also earned
nominations for Single and Song of the Year from
the Academy of Country Music and Single, Song
and Video of the Year from the Country Music As-

sociation.

Former Clemson lineman, Lee Brice, recently
released his third album, I Don’t Dance. Brice
won the ACM Award for Song of the Year and
the Single of the Year: Breakthrough Artist at
the American Country Awards for “I Drive Your
Truck.” Brice has received numerous nomi-
nations from the Academy of Country Music
Awards including Male Vocalist of the Year,
Song of the Year, and Video of the Year.

Rodney Atkins is an award-winning country
music singer/songwriter whose six chart-topping
hits include “Take A Back Road,” “It’s Ameri-
ca,” “Cleaning This Gun (Come On In Boy),”
“These Are My People,” “Watching You” and
“If You’re Going Through Hell (Before the Devil
Even Knows).” His new single, “Eat Sleep Love

(See TTBC Musical Lineup..Continued on Page 13-A)

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional Guide

John Morris

Toll Free: 1-888-454-7037
E-mail: bassmr(@geusnet.com
Web: www.jmguideservice.com

Great Ways To Go “Out of Business”

Think Your Location is Your Best
Advertisement; Don’t Advertise!
Think Everyone Knows the Services You

Provide; Don’t Advertise!

Think Everyone Knows the Merchandise
You Carry; Don’t Advertise!
Think Everyone Knows the Specials You
Have Listed; Don’t Advertise!
Think Everyone Knows When You Have A
Sale; Don’t Advertise!

Think Time at The Same Location Is Your
Best Advertisement; Don’t Advertise!
Think Everyone Knows You Have Trained
Staff; Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise When...

You Have So Much Business You Can’t
Stand Another Paying Customer!

You Can’t Stand Money or Success!

Or: WHEN YOU ARE OUT OF BUSINESS!

If You Are Thinking ...

You Would Like To Stay In Business And
Need More Customers, Clients, Income,
& Exposure; Think About Advertising In
The Fisherman’s Guide News~903-383-7748
Afterall...

This Got Your Attention & Business

Advertising & Promotion Is Tax Deductible!
“Where’s Your Money Best Spent?”

“Chris Lane
now has the
ESS-35A4 model
on his New

Legend
211-Alpha.”

Easy Step System boat trailer
steps:

* No more crawling on
your hands and knees

* No more slipping,
searching for the fender

* No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame

* No more scratching
trailer

fenders with your shoes

* No more worrying about
loading or unloading your
boat by yourself

* Has a handrail to hold
when

entering and exiting

* Has a srong and durable
powder coat finish for a
lasting new appearance.

The ESS-3

* Capacity rating 400 Ibs.

Boélt T raller Steps by R C Marme Produts
F. lxed and Swing Away Models Avatlable

A 3 step model that fits most
air, aluminum, bass, flats,
& pleasure boat trailers.

Check Out Our New Stainless Steel Models

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “11th Annual Legend
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502 Mon. - Fri. 8a.m. to Sp.m.

web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that
fits most swing-away

tongue.

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most
bay, center console, & high
bow pleasure boat trailers.

NEW FOR 2015
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ONLY ONE CAN BE THE WIDEST.

THE ALL NEW V-20.

THE WIDEST, LONGEST, AND MOST AWESOME FRONT DECK IN THE INDUSTRY.

LEGEIND

AVAILABLE AT SARTIN MARINE, YANTIS, TX // SARTINMARINE.COM LEGENDMARINE.COM
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TTBC AnllOllnceS MuSical Lillellp (Continued from Page 11-A)

You Repeat,” is currently at country radio and
available on all digital retailers. Atkins released
his fifth album, Rodney Atkins - Greatest Hits, via
Curb Records in February.

Arkansas native, Joe Nichols, holds two awards
and numerous nominations. In 2003, Nichols re-
ceived the Top New Male Vocalist award from
the Academy of Country Music Awards, the Ho-
rizon Award from the Country Music Association
Awards and multiple Grammy nominations in-
cluding Best Country
Album and Best Male Country Vocal Perfor-
mance. Nichols boasts five No. 1 hit singles in-
cluding “Brokenheartsville,” “Sunny and 75” and
most recently “Yeah.”

About the Tournament:

The Toyota Texas Bass Classic is a world-class
bass fishing tournament, featuring the top 35 bass
anglers in the world, along with a festival to in-
clude exceptional entertainment and a variety
of family and industry activities. This three-day
event will take place Memorial Day weekend,
May 23-25, 2015 at Lake Fork, Quitman, Texas.
Events / Entertainment:

Extraordinary live music and events that will ap-
peal to the whole family. This will include a va-
riety of games and activities at the Texas Parks

& Wildlife Outdoor Adventures Area, incredible
food and a fishing industry expo featuring semi-
nars and the latest in fishing equipment, gear and
accessories. Merchandise will be available for
purchase at the Tournament venue.

Charity: Proceeds benefit the Texas Parks &
Wildlife Department. For more information click
here to visit the Texas Parks & Wildlife page.
www.tpwd.state.tx.us
Current sponsors: Toyota, Bass Pro Shops, NITRO
Boats, Wood County Industrial Commission, Leer
Truck Caps, GoPro, HOLT CAT, Republic Ser-
vices, Tellespen, Geico, Lamar Advertising, The
Links at Land’s End, Brookshires, Kim’s, TLC
Radio, KYKX 105.7, KMOO 99.9, 104.1 The
Ranch, the Coca-Cola Company & Sabine River
Authority.

For additional information, visit ToyotaTexas-
BassClassic.com or call 1-866-907-0143.

For volunteer application, visit http:/www.
toyotatexasbassclassic.com/wp-content/
uploads/2014/02/2014-TTBC-Volunteer-Appli-
cation.pdf

Make sure to “Like” us on Facebook and follow
us on Twitter for tournament news, updates, con-
tests and more!

Purchase Tickets to the
Ninth Annual Toyota Classic

Tickets to the ninth annual Toyota Texas Bass
Classic (TTBC) are now available for purchase.
The event will be held Memorial Day weekend,
May 23 — 25, 2015 at the Sabine River Authority
in Quitman, Texas.

Single day general admission tickets are $8 in
advance (online) and $15 at the door, Saturday
through Monday of the tournament weekend.
Three-day general admission passes are avail-
able at Brookshire’s Grocery Stores, Kim’s Con-
venience Stores and Academy Sports + Outdoors
throughout East Texas for $15. Children ages 15
and under will be given free admission when ac-
companied by a ticketed adult. In honor of Me-
morial Day weekend, military members and their
families will be given free admission all weekend.

New to the tournament this year are two up-
graded daily VIP ticketing options, Stage Pit and
Lunker Club tickets. Both are only available in
limited quantities. Daily Stage Pit tickets are $30
and include general admission, a TTBC conces-
sion meal voucher and exclusive access to the pit
area in front of the stage during the headline con-
cert. Daily Lunker Club tickets are $75 and in-
clude general admission, access to a climate-con-

(See Purchase Tickets...Continued on Page 21-A)
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TPWD’s

By Dan Bennet
TPWD Marine Biologist

Many Lake Fork anglers have noticed an in-
creased presence of Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment (TPWD) Inland Fisheries staff around
the lake recently. This surge of activity is primarily
related to a year-long economic study of fishing at
the reservoir funded by TPWD and administered

Inland Fisheries

by Dr. Kevin Hunt, Human Dimensions Professor
at Mississippt State University. A similar study
was conducted exactly 20 years ago, in 1994 and
1995, by Dr. Hunt while stationed at Texas A&M
University. Just like during the survey 20 years
prior, TPWD staff has been visiting Lake Fork to
collect names and addresses for the survey. An-
gler contact information will be collected for the
survey until the end of May 2015. Results will

BY FISEERNET FOR FISHERUEL

Motel, Lodge,
RV Park
Bass Lantern

Restaurant
“All Newly Remodeled!”

903 878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments
and Outdoor Events

* Beautiful Lake View

* Modern Store

* Full Tackle

* Bait

Paved Parkmg Lot & Drlve

* Gas at the pump & On
the water at the pier

* Dump Station
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking

* Fish Cleaning
Station

* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites

*RV & Tent
Camping

* Satellite TV
* Wi-Fi
Now Available

Outside Pavilion Great For
Tournaments, Family Reunions,
Social Gatherings

Paved Parking Room Fronts

email: MinnowOne@aol.com
web.: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

Recent Activities

at Lake Fork

be used to help local businesses and economic
development groups decide the best way to make
improvements to the resources available at Lake
Fork and in surrounding communities.

In addition to estimating how much money an-
glers spend for a typical fishing trip to Lake Fork,
the survey also asks questions to learn about an-
gler’s opinions and attitudes. Answers and com-
ments from the original 1994-95 survey were used
to support modifications of fishing regulations at
Lake Fork in subsequent years. The current study
will provide biologists and economists a unique
understanding of how fishing and angler opinions
may have changed during the 20 years since the
original study.

In addition to the economic study, TPWD Inland
Fisheries personnel have been working on mul-
tiple fish habitat improvement projects at Lake
Fork. Anyone familiar with Lake Fork knows
that fish habitat has been a major reason the res-
ervoir has been such an incredible bass fishery
for the past 35 years. The unique formula com-
prised of nutrient-rich water, submerged timber,
aquatic vegetation, and a healthy dose of Florida-
largemouth bass genetics have come together to
create one of the premier bass fishing destinations
in the world. However, even though the reservoir
still maintains an abundant supply of submerged
timber and prime habitat, anglers who have been
fishing Lake Fork for many years also know that
the submerged timber isn’t what it was 20 years
ago. Combine that with drought, and an ever-
increasing human population and increased water
demands; the resulting water level fluctuations
have made it difficult to maintain an abundance of
aquatic vegetation.

Despite this unfortunate dose of reality, it has
been made clear through fish habitat improvement
projects around the country that fishing quality
doesn’t have to slowly recede along with the tim-
ber and water level. Perhaps one of the biggest
scale and best examples of this is the Lake Havasu
Fisheries Improvement Program started in 1992 at
the Arizona reservoir (http://www.azgfd.gov/pdfs/
w_c/fishing millions.pdf). Lake Havasu, con-
structed in the late 1930°s, experienced decades of
gradual decline in fish habitat and fishing quality
before fisheries managers, local angling groups,
and governments decided something needed to be
done to restore quality fish habitat and fishing to
the reservoir. That ongoing initiative has resulted
in acres of quality natural and artificial fish habitat
throughout the reservoir. As a result, biologists
have observed tremendous improvements in fish
populations of all species, and fishing quality has
sky rocketed to the point of record setting tourna-
ment results at Lake Havasu.

Habitat improvement initiatives at Lake Fork

(Continued on Next Page)
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have been made possible through multiple part-
nerships with the Lake Fork Sportsman’s As-
sociation (LFSA), Friends of Reservoirs, Yantis
ISD, and local fishing clubs. Ongoing habitat
improvement projects have been conducted at
Lake Fork for several years now; and, some ad-
ditional projects are being conducted this year.
TPWD fisheries staff and LFSA members
initially began to plant a native wetland shrub
called buttonbush (buckbrush) along the shores
of Lake Fork in March 2011. Initial trials in-
volved planting bare-root plants along exposed
shorelines. Since survival of potted plants is
higher, TPWD and LFSA decided in Novem-
ber of that year to pool their resources and pur-
chase 400 potted plants. In late 2012, LFSA
started to work cooperatively with staff and
students at Yantis High School on a project to
grow out their own buttonbush from bare-root
plants. In November 2014, volunteers from
LFSA, TPWD, and Yantis High School cooper-
ated to plant over 500 potted plants that were
raised in the greenhouse at the high school. On
March 23, 2015, TPWD staff planted a further
498 plants that were purchased using restitution
funds made available through TPWD’s Kills
and Spills Team (KAST). This fall another crop
of plants from the high school will hopefully be
ready for planting.
Buttonbush is a small wetland shrub that grows
up to about 12 feet high, and will live in wa-

ter up to about four feet deep. The shrubs will
naturally sprout from seeds when water levels
are low, and then continue to grow in shallow
water when water levels increase, creating ex-
cellent habitat for fish and other aquatic organ-
isms. Buttonbush has become a common spe-
cies along the shoreline of many older reservoirs
in Texas with greater water level fluctuations,
where the shrubs have had time to sprout be-
fore water levels return to normal (usually in
the spring). Older lakes like Toledo Bend and
Sam Rayburn have extensive naturally occur-
ring stands of buttonbush, which most anglers
enjoy fishing around when water levels are high
and the small trees’ branches are flooded. The
goal at Lake Fork has been to artificially speed
up this natural phenomenon, by raising and
planting small trees in three to four feet of water
throughout the reservoir.

TPWD also started experimenting with the
emergent aquatic plant waterwillow in 2012 and
plans are in place to expand the project with ad-
ditional species in 2015. These species include
both emergent and submerged aquatic spe-
cies which will hopefully add to the diversity
of aquatic plants already found in the lake. It
often takes decades to naturally establish abun-
dant and diverse seed banks of aquatic plants in
a reservoir, so this is a step biologists can take
to speed up this process and increase the number
of species in the lake that provide fish habitat.

Along with the ongoing planting projects,
TPWD and the LFSA have partnered to develop
and construct several “fish attractor” sites in Lake
Fork. They are constructing artificial habitat
from PVC, brush, and bamboo and placing these
structures in predetermined locations around the
lake. The approximate coordinates are published
on the TPWD website along with fish attractors at
other Texas’ Reservoirs at http://tpwd.texas.gov/
fishboat/fish/recreational/lakes/fish_attractors.
phtml. In addition to adding habitat for fish, the
attractors also provide an easy option for anglers
to locate somewhere to fish if they don’t have an
extensive list of “honey holes”. Many anglers
travel long distances to fish Lake Fork and may
be unfamiliar with the lake, so these sites may
provide a good starting location to find fish.

The number of fish attractor and habitat im-
provement sites will continue to increase and im-
prove at Lake Fork. For questions or to get in-
volved with projects at Lake Fork or area lakes,
contact TPWD Inland Fisheries Biologists Kevin
Storey or Dan Bennett at 903-593-5077 or kevin.
storey@tpwd.texas.gov and dan.bennett@tpwd.
texas.gov. Also follow us on our Facebook page
for images and information at www.facebook.
com/tpwdif3B.

Practice C.PR. Fish Friendly

COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

HIDEAWAY HARBOR

ILAKE FORK [ o P
845 CR 1987 : i
YANTIS, TX. f e T
75497 e e T

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP

Make Your Reservations Today
Bait & Tackle Shop ¢ Live Bait ¢ Fishing Pier

Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service
E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website

www.hideawa

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(87

7yharb0r.c0m

) 383-5203
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2015 Toyota Texas Bass Classic at Lake Fork is accepting volunteer applications

The Toyota Texas Bass Classic (TTBC) is look-
ing for volunteers to help support the Texas-sized
outdoor music festival and world championship
fishing event. The 9th annual TTBC is returning
to Lake Fork Memorial Day Weekend, May 23-
25, 2015. The event will host the world’s great-
est anglers as well as chart topping country music
performances. This is a perfect opportunity for
fishing enthusiasts or those looking to make some
great Memorial Day weekend memories to come
out and assist with this action-packed event.

Along with the memories, volunteers will receive
exclusive tournament gear; including an official
TTBC t-shirt and hat, a lunch volunteer badge
(serves as general admission Saturday, Sunday &
Monday) and a parking pass. Below you will find
a list and brief description of the Toyota Texas
Bass Classic Volunteer Committees.

ADMISSIONS/WILL CALL: Admissions vol-
unteers will be responsible for staffing the admis-
sions gate and assisting security to ensure that all
spectators have the proper tickets for entry. Will
Call volunteers will be responsible for staffing a
ticket booth at the event entrance for ticket buyers
to pick up previously purchased tickets.

MEDIA / PR: Assist Tournament staff with the
general operations of the Media Center and pro-
motion of the Tournament, assist with sponsor re-
quests and angler appearances.

903-342-0300
Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

308 E Coke Rd

Custom Smoking For The Holidays
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage ¢ E.E. Wilson Syrup * Honey * Ribbon
Cane * Sorgham * Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

A Fresh Selection Just For You!

TOURNAMENT OFFICE: Assists Tournament
Staff with answering the phones, greeting visi-
tors, receiving and logging deliveries along with
other administrative duties as requested by Tour-
nament Staff.

TPWD OUTDOOR ADVENTURES AREA:
Assist the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
(TPWD) with various activities in the TP&W
Outdoor Adventures Area.

VOLUNTEER SERVICES: Responsible for
staffing the volunteer headquarters, handling uni-
form distribution and maintaining a comfortable
working environment for the volunteers.

“With an event of this size, we rely heavily on
the support of our volunteers in order to create a
seamless event for all to enjoy. Whether you’re
a fishing enthusiast or simply looking to get in-
volved in a major community event, there is a
volunteer committee for you,” said Lenny Fran-
coeur, Tournament Director of the Toyota Texas
Bass Classic. “Volunteering also provides an ex-
cellent opportunity to join in on the support of the
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department.”

About the Tournament: The Toyota Texas Bass
Classic is a world-class bass fishing tournament,
featuring the top 35 bass anglers in the world,
along with a festival to include exceptional enter-
tainment and a variety of family and industry ac-
tivities. This three-day event will take place Me-

morial Day Weekend, May 23-25, 2015 on Lake
Fork in Quitman, Texas.

Events / Entertainment: Extraordinary live mu-
sic and events that will appeal to the whole fam-
ily. This will include a variety of games and ac-
tivities at the Brookshire’s Outdoor Adventures
Area, incredible food and a fishing industry expo,
featuring seminars and the latest in fishing equip-
ment, gear and accessories.

Charity: Proceeds benefit the Texas Parks &
Wildlife Department. For more information click
here to visit the Texas Parks & Wildlife page.
www.tpwd.state.tx.us

Current sponsors: Toyota, Bass Pro Shops, Nitro
Boats, Wood County Industrial Commission, An-
heuser-Busch, LEER Truck Caps, The Coca-Cola
Company, Tellepsen, GoPro, HOLT CAT, JBL,
GEICO, Brookshire’s Grocery Company, Kim’s
Convenience Store, Academy Sports + Outdoors,
Allied Waste Systems, Peoples Telephone Coop-
erative, TLC Media, Tyler Morning Telegraph,
105.7 KYKX, The Ranch KKUS 104.1, KMOO
99.9 & Sabine River Authority.

For additional information, visit ToyotaTexas-
BassClassic.com or call 1-866-907-0143.

For volunteer application, visit http://www.
toyotatexasbassclassic.com/wp-content/
uploads/2015/03/2015-Volunteer-Application.
pdf

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless
Chicken

Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed Monday
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Be a Part of a Texas Law Enforcement Legend

Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
is building its next
generation of elite
state law enforce-
ment officers with
application to the
60th Texas Game
Warden Cadet class
now open through
April 30.

“We are excited for
the opportunity to
welcome and train
the next generation
of Texas game war-
dens, and we encour-
age everyone who is
interested to apply,”
says Colonel Craig
Hunter, TPWD Law
Enforcement Direc-
tor. “Since 1895,
Texas game war-
dens have protected
the people of Texas
through profession-

al law enforcement
services that include
land, water and air
patrols; search and
rescue; and tactical
operations, all while
working to conserve
and protect the natu-
ral resources of our
state.”

Applicants must be
21 years old prior to
entering the acade-
my in January 2016.
A bachelor’s degree
from an accredited
college or university
prior to Sept. 1,2015
is required. Appli-
cants must also meet
additional minimum
eligibility require-
ments, including a
preliminary  inter-
view,  background
investigation and
physical skills tests

focusing on agility throughout  Texas  Candidates can ap- warden/ or contact
and swimming. Per- with the responsi- ply online at www. Texas game warden
sons who are inter- bility of protecting tpwd.texas.gov/jobs recruiters, Lieuten-
ested in strengthen- the state’s natural and reference post- ant Kevin Malonson
ing their swimming resources. Game ing #15-00478. Ap- at kevin.malonson@
skills or who would wardens also pro- plications are due tpwd.texas.gov and
like to learn to swim tect lives by enforc- April 30. game warden Eric
prior to the swim ing the Water Safety For additional in- Howard at eric.how-
test are encouraged Act and conducting formation, check ard@tpwd.texas.gov
to contact the Amer- standard peace offi- the website at www. or call (877) 229-
ican Red Cross at cer duties. tpwd.texas.gov/ 2733.
http://www.redcross.

org/take-a-class/ Michael McFarland

program-highlights/

swimming.

All cadets are re-
quired to live at
the Game Warden

Training Center near
Hamilton, Texas, for
the duration of the
30-week training pe-
riod.

After graduation,
new game wardens
will be assigned
to vacant stations

Lake Fork Guide Service

Individual * Group ¢ Corporate

* Instructional & Beginner Trips

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods,
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from
the beginning basics all the way through to
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or
hunting... there’s nothing more rewarding
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

L

Pads

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete

Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

ocated on the North End of the 154 Bridge that
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round

Usable Concrete Boat Ramp
NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE

Pleasure

RV’

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads,
Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity,

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife
(Sorry No Hunting)
s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned

Owner on Property
Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat Ramp
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“Pack of Knowledge” “The Finesse Approach for Pressured Fish”

By Andrew Grills

Spring is officially here and so are the fisher-
men! This is the time of year that the bass are
most heavily pressured. [ wouldn’t expect to catch
many fish if [ were fishing behind several other
boats using the same techniques they were using.
Out here on Lake Fork in the spring we have no
choice but to share water, therefore changing our
tactics is often critical for success.

“Finesse fishing” is not one of my favorite terms
in the angler’s dictionary, however this approach

» Andrew Grills
Lake Fork Guide

903-638-1170

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

ARMADILLO
RoOD & REEL REPAIR

REASONABLE RATES
QUALITY SERVICE

MARINA

903-850-7131

)
%
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%
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EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
DRrROP OFF & PicKk UP
REPAIR WORK AT
LAKE FORK

COME IN & CHECK OUR Low PRICES!
I WILL BE TAKING SOLDIERS
FISHING! ANY QUESTIONS CALL ME!

Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

can produce some quality fish when not much
else will. When the fishing gets tough, shaky
heads, drop shots, and wacky rigged worms can
save the day.

When I downsize on Lake Fork, I'm talking
about stepping from heavy tackle to what might
be considered medium-heavy tackle. On most
lakes, if one were to take a finesse approach, they
might use line as light as 8 or 10 pound test. But,
here 15 pound test is about as low as I will go.
There are just too many obstacles in our lake and
too many big fish too take a chance on losing
them in heavy cover. 15 pound fluorocarbon cov-
ers most finesse applications for me.

In my opinion, the most important thing to keep
in mind with a finesse approach is to slow down.
As a guide, I have to remind most of my custom-
ers to slow down on a regular basis. I believe
fishing too fast is the most common mistake we
make in most cases. | tell my customers to fish
so slow you can count each root at the base of a
stump. Working the bait with your rod tip, with
occasional pauses, as the worm inches along the
bottom is hard for a bass to resist.

Also important, is not to overwork the bait. I
find the less movement the better with finesse ap-
plications. Keep in mind that each pebble, shell,
or root that worm touches will give it some move-

ment. [ believe this looks much more natural to a
fish than a gyrating piece of plastic. Often, I will'
find myself letting the bait sit totally motionless
for several seconds at a time. Of course there are
other methods that might work for other anglers,
however fishing slow and giving the bait very
little action has worked well for me.

Finesse techniques shine under calm conditions.
Usually a day or two after a cold front when the
wind lays down means tough fishing. This is a
good time to consider finesse. If the wind is blow-
ing it can be difficult to effectively finesse fish,
and finesse fishing may not be necessary as fish
are often more active when there is some wind.

When opting for a finesse approach you are defi-
nitely going to catch some smaller fish than with
many other applications, but that doesn’t mean
you can’t catch some quality fish as well. The
biggest fish I’ve ever seen on the end of a cus-
tomer’s line was hooked on a shaky head under
very tough conditions.

Next time you’re out on the water and you see
several boats ahead of you throwing big plas-
tics, jigs, and spinnerbaits, consider downsizing,
slowing down, and taking a finesse approach. It
just might turn a bad day of fishing into a great
one.

Andrew is a professional guide on Lake Fork
and is sponsored by Skeeter Boats, Nautical Mile
Marine Tyler, Costa Del Mar, M-Pack Lures and
Simms fishing apparel.
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Hotel » Marina * RV Park
Cabins/Lodges

Tackle Store (Great Selection)

Annual RV Sites on Mustang Creek
Now Available!
Hosting a tournament on Lake Fork?
Check Out Our Excellent Facilities!

Fully Stocked Tackle Store

Selection of Two (2) Protected Boat Ramps

195 PR 5551 * Alba, Texas 75410
903-765-2385
(Just Off FM 17 and CR 1550)
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One New Positive Found in 2014-15 Trans Pecos CWD Surveillance

Chronic wasting dis-
ecase (CWD) was de-
tected in only one of 222
tissue samples that were
collected from hunter
harvested deer and elk
from the Trans Pecos
ecoregion during the
2014-15 season as part
of a CWD surveillance
effort. This sample was
collected from a mule
deer buck harvested in
the Hueco Mountain
area of far West Texas.

“Without the hunter
check stations and the
strong cooperation of
hunters and landowners,
we would know very
little about the preva-
lence of the disease or
where it exists,” said
Mitch Lockwood, Big
Game Program Director
with the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department.

Also included in the
sampling effort last sea-

= - - =

son, 143 deer and elk
brought to check stations
were tested for bovine
tuberculosis as part of
a cooperative effort be-
tween TPWD and Texas
Animal Health Com-
mission to monitor for
bovine tuberculosis. No
positives were found.

To date, 839 deer and elk
have been tested through
the CWD check stations
and strategic sampling
that occurred during the
summer of 2012; 282
were in the Containment
Zone, 205 were in the ad-
jacent High Risk Zone,
117 were in the Buffer
Zone, and 235 were out-
side of the CWD zones.
The disease has been de-
tected in only 7 animals,
all within the Hueco
Mountain area, indicat-
ing a disease prevalence
of 10-15 percent within
that population.

= o5

“Additional sampling
is necessary to develop
more confidence in the
geographic extent and
prevalence of the dis-
ease, but the fact that
CWD has not been de-
tected in Texas outside
of the Hueco Mountain
area of northern El Paso
and Hudspeth counties
is encouraging,” said
Lockwood.

CWD is a member of
the group of diseases
called transmissible
spongiform  encepha-
lopathies (TSEs). Other
diseases in this group
include scrapie in sheep,
bovine spongiform en-
cephalopathy (BSE or
mad cow disease) in cat-
tle, and Cruetzfeldt-Ja-
kob disease in humans.
CWD among cervids
is a progressive, fatal
disease that commonly

results in altered behav-

ior as a result of micro-
scopic changes made
to the brain of affected
animals. An animal may
carry the disease for
years without outward
indication, but in the
latter stages, signs may
include listlessness,
lowering of the head,
weight loss, repetitive

walking in set patterns,
and a lack of respon-
siveness. CWD is not
known to affect humans
or livestock.

There is no vaccine
or cure for CWD, but
steps have been taken to
minimize the risk of the
disease spreading from
beyond the area where

—

See Un Facebook
(Carts To Go in Texas)

Used - Refurbished - Custom

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

it currently exists. The
Texas Parks and Wild-
life and Texas Animal
Health commissions

adopted rules to restrict
movement of deer, elk,
and other susceptible
species within or from
the CWD Zones as well
increase surveillance ef-
forts.

Golf Carts

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Friday-Sunday
Lake Fork

One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

by

ORTHSHORE LANDI

Guest House & Calbi

Yirand New RV Spots Av Tabl!
903-473-4087

i

N

Rgar™

INDOOR GUN RANGE g,

CHL Classes
NRA Pistol

Indoor Gun

State of the Art

loading Supplies

Hours: Tues thru Sat

Shooting
Courses

Range

Range
GunSmithing

Firearms &
Ammunition
Personalized
Service

9am - 5pm

www.LakeForkRVandStorage-com
Info@LakeForkRVandStorage-com

4387 FM 515 « Emory, TX 75440
903-473-3780

www.lakeforkfirearms.com
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April is set for multiple patterns (Continued from Page 6-A)

Another famous pattern will be bed fish. They
should start to show up in mass around the full moon.
There are several ways to attack these fish starting
with a simple fluke cast randomly to the bank. Always
dye the tail chartreuse as the perch naturally have the
same trademark. Twitch-twitch pause and wait for the
line to jump. A wacky worm also works well for this
pattern and bags fish of all sizes. Last but not least is
sight fishing the beds. Use a bright colored bait of your
choice, just about anything will work, so that you can
see it while it rests in the living room of the bass. Most

-} PORK
QUDE
SERYICR

DATID 0719

times, you can see the fish flare the gills and the lure
is gone. Set the hook immediately and hold on for a
close quarters battle. The south end of the lake is the
best place to start your bed fish hunt as the water will
always be more to the clear side. If a cold front barrels
through, the fish will pull back to the first breakline. I
have seen a Talon spinnerbait pick up the slack during
this tough fish catching time and slow rolling it is the
key. Double willow leafs will get the job done and skirt
colors should favor shad or bream patterns.

If you are headed out to Lake Fork in April searching
for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a part
of this trophy quest. I still have a couple of dates open
in April and some in May. I also have gift certificates
available if you have friends or loved one’s who have
dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can contact me at
409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You
can follow me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. I post my daily trip
results on this page. I run a Skeeter FX21 with a Ya-

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your
Trips To Lake Fork With
“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
News or Photos Send to
Sfishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or
903-360-6994

maha 250SHO and would like to thank Skeeter for
making my office on the lake the best in the country.
I would also like to thank G-Loomis, Shimano, Talon
Lures and Lowrance for making my job the blast that
it is. A special shout out to H&W Marine in Tyler for
all their help in keeping me on the water seven days a
week, no issues. I hope to see a lot of you on the water.
Romans 10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed
day.”

Guy Morrison while
fishing with David
Ozio on Lake Fork.
Weight not provided.
C.P.R. (Courtesy Pho-

Zach Turner while
fishing with David
Ozio on Lake Fork.
Weight not provided.
C.P.R. (Courtesy Pho-
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A.J.’s Fish House

903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17
“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

AL
: FISH HOUSE
381 W. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69N) Emory, TX ~ 903-473-0061 ' Pk e
(Next Door To The Dairy Queen ~ 9 Miles from Lake Fork Boat Ramp) All YOU CAN EA]' BUFFET
email: benttreemotel@gmail.com southern Fried Catfish
30 Units u 3 Suites GGWith All The Fixin®s**
2 Double Queen 2 ~1 Bedroom - - . - - &
Size or Full Size With Jacuzzi & Fried Shrimp © Bolled Shrimp
Beds Bathroom Chicken Tenders * Hush Puppies & Fries
Boat Parking 1~ Family Suite Dessert Included + Menu Items Available
Available With 2 Bedroom .
Hook-Ups 2 Bath Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
D Call In Orders Welcome ¢ Senior Citizen Discounts
R..l “§ '@E“E Private Banquet Room ¢ Seating For 400 ~ No Wait ¢
FRER IR ~ QABRLR W ~ @.PP RPOR ~ Plenty of Parking « CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS
‘@R@@ QYR “CATERING NOW B quigehil gy b1
MW@EW@ @@W‘I@ P&@H@E ~ 9> R
, AVAILABLE! For Banquet or Catering
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Purchase Tickets to the Ninth Annual
T0y0ta ClaS Sic (Continued from Page 13-A)

trolled hospitality tent
with a prime view of
the stage, catered buf-
fet and a full bar (must
be 21+ to consume al-
cohol).

“We are very excited
to offer a fun filled
Memorial ~ Weekend
with world class fish-
ing and entertainment
for the entire family.
We are honored to al-
low U.S. Military and

[

Tha first gas pump was
mada by Sybsanus F. Bowier
of Forl Wayne, Indianm, and
daliverad to lcal store-
keeper Joke Gumpar on
Seplembar 5, 1845.

Practice C.PR.

If you would like
B oI
FASERRMAN'S
GUIDE, FEWS”

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $30,
Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

Fish Friendly

their families free ad-
mission. For the first
time we are offering
the public a chance
to obtain VIP level
tickets to the Toyota
Texas Bass Classic.”
said Lenny Francoeur,
Tournament Director.
“With limited quanti-
ties to ensure an ex-

ceptional experience,
we recommend getting
your tickets early.”

Single day, Stage Pit
and Lunker Club tick-
ets can be purchased
online at ToyotaTexas-
BassClassic.com or by
calling the TTBC tour-
nament office at 866-
907-0143.

903-360-6994 www.

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
.bassinwithbubba.com
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hidden throughout the puzzle below. See how many

ASTRONAUT ELLIPSE REVOLUTION
ATMOSPHERE GRAVITY SATELLITE
CELESTIAL MERCURY ~ TRAJECTORY
CISLUNAR PEDIGREE UNIVERSE
COUNTDOWN ~ RETROGRADE ~ VELOCITY
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with space and astronomy

MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina,
R.V. Park and
Professional

Guide Service

Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas

Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat
Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI
* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning
* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548 Fax: (903)765-3089
Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Paul Bacon
Licensed

{Master Physical

§ﬂ§ sical ﬁwﬁfﬁﬁg

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain * Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Joint Pain Or Injury * Sports Injuries
* Geriatric Ailments * Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Chronic Headaches * Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436

903 E. Lennon St. #101
Emory, Texas
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O“DSPORTSA% Diamond Sports Marine

o‘?\!\ %3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge
903-383-7829
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2014
Ranger
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2014
Triton
20XS
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2014
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MPYV 1652
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www.diamondsportsmarine.com
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Rick Loomis
Professional Lake Fork
Guide Service

o

20 Years Experience
Winner Skeeter Owners

Tournament 2001

Group & Corporate Trips Available
Youth, Beginners, Experts Welcome
“Let’s Go Fishing!”

Email: rloomis@peoplescom.net

903-383-3050

Motel - R 4 N
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Game Warden Field Notes

The following items are compiled from recent
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department law en-
forcement reports.

--Takes Two to Tango-- A Grimes County game
warden noticed two vehicles parked along the
side of the road. As the warden approached, he
saw the occupants engaged in what he believed to
be a hand-to-hand drug transaction. The warden
followed the vehicles and requested assistance
from the Grimes County Sherift’s Department.
The warden and a sheriff’s deputy stopped both
cars, and a subsequent search yielded a total of
28 grams of methamphetamine and a stolen pistol.
The occupants of the vehicles were placed under
arrest. Numerous charges pending.

--That’s What Friends Are For-- An anonymous
tip was given to a Grimes County game warden
regarding a group of individuals who placed a
photo of two illegally taken deer on a social me-
dia site. The warden followed up on the lead and
eventually tracked down one of the individuals
involved. After a short interview, the warden se-
cured a statement from the individual who shot
the two deer and also received the names of the
other people in the vehicle. The warden was able
to recover meat from the two deer and the firearms
used in the offense. He was also able to get state-

ments from four other

individuals involved.
Numerous charges
pending.

--Deerly Beloved-- A
Karnes County game
warden entered a camp
to check reports of pos-
sible illegal deer being
shot. As he approached,
he saw a buck hanging
from a tree and two
antlerless deer in the
bed of a truck. A fe-
male had harvested the
buck, and her husband
had taken the two ant-
lerless deer. All deer
were not tagged, and
neither the ranch nor
hunter had permits for
the two antlerless deer.
The warden seized all
three deer. Cases pend-
ing.

--In the Spotlight-- A
Real County resident

B“':,Q“"

e~

903-473-0049 or 903-474-3217
660 Rains County Rd. 3325

Emory, TX., 75440
www.bobsboatbiz.com

See All Boats in Color @ www.bobsboatbiz.com |

e ULTRA CLEAN 21 FT.
2007 PRO CRAFT 210 SUPER PRO
== 2008 MERCURY 225 HP PRO XS

$23,900.00

. REAL NICE

- z""f_q; & 2007 SKEETER SX190 BASS BOAT

2006 YAMAHA VMAX 150 HP

ONE OWNER/GARAGE KEPT
$15,900.00

NICE FISH & SKI
1994 CAJUN 19.5 FT. FISHERMAN
1994 EVINRUDE 150 HP INTRUDER
BRAND NEW SEATS. CARPET 2 YRS.

LIKE NEW JET SKIS
PAIR 2008 KAWASAKI ULTRA 250X
SUPER CHARGED INTERCOOLED
ONLY 30 HRS. RUN TIME ON EACH

$13,990,00

“Visit Our Website For More Boat Bargains!”

$6200

called the local game
warden to report hunt-
ers who were riding
around in a pasture and
shining a spotlight into
homes of the neighbor-
ing subdivision. When
the warden arrived on
scene and made con-
tact with four indi-
viduals, he found three
whitetail doe in the
bed of the truck. When
asked if the deer had
been shot after legal
hunting hours, all indi-
viduals stated that the

deer were shot around 5 p.m. The warden con-
firmed with the caller that no shots were heard
after legal hunting hours. When asked why they
were shining a spotlight into people’s homes, all
four said that they were looking for a wounded
deer. The warden then asked why the gutted deer
hadn’t been tagged, to which both subjects replied
that they didn’t have time or something to tag
them with. Both subjects were cited for posses-
sion of untagged whitetail deer. Cases pending.

More Texas Game
Warden Field Notes
in B-Section
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Practice C.PR.

6th ANNUAL WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP
BASS ON THE FLY

EAS Sfl'l NITH E;Fl‘r‘

Fishing Tournament

wavany Brass cbFe Ny org

SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2015

6:00 am — 2:00 pm

RODS, REELS AND FLIES MUST BE EXCLUSIVELY FOR FLY FISHING.
THIS IS A CATCH-PHOTO-RELEASE TOURNAMENT.
CATEGORIES: BOATERS: 1-2 PERSON TEAM, 5-FISH PHOTOS,
TOTAL LENGTH; BIG BASS. NON-BOATERS*:

INDIVIDUAL, 5-FISH PHOTOS, TOTAL LENGTH; BIG BASS.
(*kayak, float tube, pontoon, or bank fishermen. No power.) CLUB
TROPHY: 3 BIG FISH, total length for Club/Organization.
COST: $60/PERSON, includes $5 big bass pot. Optional $5 big sunfish pot.
PAYOUT: 1-$1200, 2nd-$800, 3-$500, 4-$300, 5-$200, 6-10 $100.
Big Bass - $300, $200. (Based on 100 entries.)

PLANNED ACTIVITIES:

FRIDAY - 10am-4pm FREE CASTING CLINICS HOURLY,
PRODUCT BOOTHS, KAYAK DEMOS, CASTING CONTESTS FOR PRIZES;
SATURDAY - 9am-NOON FREE CASTING CLINICS HOURLY,
KAYAK DEMOS, DRAWING FOR PRIZES AFTER WEIGH-IN.
NEW! FRIDAY 3-6pm optional BIG SUNFISH TOURNEY $10.
Pot Luck FISH FRY at 6:30pm.

REGISTRATION: By MAIL To: Bass on the Fly, P.O.Box 173, Yantis,
TX 75497. If received by April 18 get FREE BASS FLY AND BE
ELIGIBLE FOR DRAWING FOR A NEW FLY ROD.

ON SITE registration Noon-9:00PM Friday or 5-6:00AM Saturday, cash only.
CHECK-IN:ALL CONTESTANTS MUST CHECK-IN AT THE TOUR-
NAMENT SITE FRIDAY or BEFORE 6:00am SATURDAY.
NEW! Your camera must be able to connect to a hdmi or usb port to
display your photos on a laptop.

Check the website, www.bassonthefly.org, for more info. or Contact
twarren60@gmail.com. ENDORSED BY THE FEDERATION OF
FLY FISHERS - TEXAS COUNCIL.

SPONSORS: Temple Fork Fly Rods, Skeeter Boats, Buffs Headware,
Umpqua Flies, Tailwaters, Brothers Flies, Ranger Boats, Cabela’s,
Simms, Redington, Rio Lines, Mariner-Sails, Lake Fork Marina, Lone
Star Fly Fishers, Cliffs and Gypsy Jack Lures.

Produced by Bass on The Fly, LLC
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All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome
Ma 15, 168:17 2015

s Guaranteed in
Cash & Prizes

Beneﬁfmg “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764
GRAMD PRIZES INCLUDE: B

Five (5) Legend Bass Boats, Powered by Mercury, MotorGuide, Lowrance Electronics.
To Be Awarded For: 2 for the 2 Heaviest Bass Over The Slot, 1 for Heaviest Bass Under
The Slot, 1 for Draw Boat(Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)

Legend 211-Alpha First 11-Pound Even Weight Bass Brought to the Scales!!

8 Puaces Pan Homiy 1sT— 8500 © 2wp—S400 « 3rp— 8300 = 4m— $200
e STH—8175 » BH—8150 o 7H—8125 e 1s1 Ouror 711 $100 GC

For more inFormarion caw: 903-360-6994 or 903-383-1748 Emain: risunews@LAKEFORK.NET

All Tournament Contestants can
Purchase Temple Fork Outfitters Rods $178 Retail ~ $50 Each (Assortment of Sizes)
Early Entry Incentive: Only Early Entries Qualify for Drawing To Win LE-186 SCX, Powered by
Mercury, MotorGuide, & Lowrance Electronics. To Qualify for Drawing, Entries must be received
on or before April 30, 2015. “Legend Advantage Members Win Double Hourly Cash Awards”

PPN LOWRANCE “Phe Pikonman's
MotorGuide gy ™
j;_ Lines To Get Hooked !
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