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Bubba Sadler from Gladewater, Texas won 1st Place in the 29th Sealy 
Outdoors Big Bass Splash with this 9.48-pound bass.

Stephen Fatheree from Alba, Texas won 2nd Place in the 29th Sealy 
Outdoors Big Bass Splash with this 8.84-pound bass.

James Williams from Jonesboro, Lousiana won 3rd Place in the 29th 
Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash with this 8.76-pound bass. (See Story 
on Page 4-A)

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork
Open Bass Tournament Oct. 24th
Oak Ridge Marina See Entry on 7-B

By Don Hampton   
  
  For you anglers that 
are not only big fans 
of fishing Lake Fork 
but also love doing it 
with Berkley and Se-
bile baits, here is the 
time you have been 

waiting for. The 10th 
Annual Berkley Big 
Bass Tournament on 
Lake Fork hosted by 
Bass Champs October 
17th and 18th will be 
at Lake Fork Marina 
just off Highway 17N. 
Registration times 

will be Friday Octo-
ber 16th from 12 to 8 
P.M. and on October 
17th and 18th from 
4:30 A.M. to 7 A.M. at 
tournament headquar-
ters. Entry fee for one 
(See Berkley Big Bass
   Continued on Page 7-A)



"The Fisherman's Guide,
         News You Can Use"

Don Hampton, Publisher/Owner
  Member  Texas Community
  Newspaper Association

  "The Fisherman's Guide, News You Can Use," is published monthly and 
is available free through our advertisers, area merchants, Cham-
bers of Commerce, and newsstands in the Northeast Texas area. 
All rights are reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written consent is strictly prohibited.
  We welcome manuscripts and/or photographs. Postage must ac-
company all materials if return is required.
  Any erroneous reflection upon the character, reputation or stand-
ing of any individual or business will be corrected in the next editon 
upon being called to the publisher's attention.

     For news, articles, or advertising rates contact:
     "The Fisherman's Guide, News You Can Use"

         538 Private Road 5861 • Yantis, Tx. 75497 
             Lake Fork call Don: (903) 383-7748 or 
          Mobile: (903) 360-6994 Fax: (903) 383-7747
                e-mail: fishnews@lakefork.net
              Website: www.fishguidenews.com

    “Bassin’ With Bubba 
Guide  Services”

Lake Fork
“The Big Bass 

Capital of Texas”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

903-383-7748 or 903-360-6994
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“If That’s Your Fishing Hole, Where’s Your Mailbox?”

Fish Friendly Keep Our Lake 
Clean

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

For Sale!!!
2009 Legend 211 Alpha

$35,995
Fully Loaded, Ready To Fish!

Mercury 250 Pro XS, Less than 350 Hours, MinnKota 
Trolling Motor, Solar Panel Charger, (2) Lowrance 

HDS-8, HDS-5, Hydro Wave, Tandem Axle Galvanized 
Trailer, Stainless Steel Fenders, Easy Step System,

Immaculate Condition, Storage Garage Kept
Contact Don Bubba Hampton  903-360-6994

By: Don Hampton
“Back by Special Requests”

  When Bubba speaks of owning something, you 
can bet it is definitely his stuff. He is also very 
possessive over his stuff! Everyone knows Bub-
ba needs stuff especially Bubbette and when 
he gets out of hand getting stuff, she puts him 
straight again. What Bubba truly cannot under-
stand is people laying claim to something that 
can’t possibly be theirs.
  When it comes to fishing in public waters he is 
under the impression that those waters actually 
belong to the State of Texas. He also holds dear 
the belief that anyone that purchases a fishing 
license and abides by the laws can fish those 
waters anytime and anywhere they so desire. 
After all this is Texas and Bubba even has a 
bumper sticker that reads, “MADE IN TEXAS 
BY TEXANS”. So, what Bubba would really 
like to know is if there has been a new “Home-
stead Act” put in effect that he has not heard of 
that allows anglers to claim portions of water. If 
so, he is going to be out of luck because Bub-
bette won’t let him get anymore stuff!
  If there has not been a new “Homestead Act” 
implemented why are so many anglers claiming 
waters? It seems more and more that Bubba is 
hearing, “That’s my fishing hole, you can’t go 
there!” Some anglers will say this in a sports-
manship jest, but then again you hear some say 
it with meaning. Bubba has the tendency to 

laugh with the sportsmen and laugh at the oth-
ers.
  Bubba had a long extensive conversation with 
one of the latter the other day on Lake Fork. 
Bubba was out fishing one of his favorite spots, 
(it’s even called “Community Hump”), when 
he was made to feel like he’d eaten someone 
else’s fried chicken at a family reunion. Well, 
Bubba doesn’t stay in a hurt mood for too long 
at a time and soon put the chicken bones on an-
other plate. He apologized for trespassing and 
not spotting the individual’s mailbox when he 
pulled in with his boat. Bubba didn’t let it stop 
there though! This boy has seen an Enquirer and 
has an inquiring mind.
  The next thing Bubba wanted to know was if he 
had pulled in the driveway or ran over his lawn 
because his trolling motor did tear up some lily 
pads and he didn’t want to be held responsible. 
Well this gave the other boat something to dis-
cuss, but they were soon interrupted by Bubba’s 
next question.  “What do property and school 
taxes run a year on a place like this?” Bubba 
sincerely asked. “I’ve been thinking of getting 
a place like this of my own to retire to but don’t 
know if Bubbette and me can quite afford it! 
And, seeing you are a guide, is this portion of 
the lake zoned business or residential and where 
does your property line end?” Bubba went on 
to add with all the conviction and sincerity of 
a Baptist preacher at a hot summer night tent 
revival. Well the only reply Bubba got referred 

to his mother and something about his heritage 
and then they left. He thought they didn’t show 
very much sportsmanship and they weren’t very 
sociable either because they wouldn’t even ac-
cept his invitation over.
  Bubba being the type of person he is didn’t 
wish to trespass on this individual’s property 
anymore. To make sure of this he followed 
them all day to see if he had any other property 
on the lake with maybe a mailbox in front of it. 
Bubba did not locate one at any of the places 
they went to and fished. He did of course mark 
the spots on his GPS and gave them to all his 
friends so they would know these spots did not 
belong to anyone and they would not be tres-
passing if they fished there. Bubba is just that 
kind of guy!
  Another drawback on individuals that claim 
fishing holes as their own is that now you 
have Bubba thinking! If the fish school there, 
shouldn’t you pay school taxes? If you plant a 
cedar tree there, isn’t that an improvement and 
property value would increase thus increasing 
your property taxes?
  So, when you are out on the lake, if you are 
one of those that seriously claims a fishing hole 
as your own, Bubba just might call the tax as-
sessor on you!  

Texas Game Wardens Destroy $6 Million
Marijuana Farm on Cooper WMA (Continued from 21-A)

Offices, Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice 
tracking dogs and Texas 
Department of Public 
Safety troopers netted 
no arrests. Officials de-
stroyed all the marijuana 
on site and seized the 
property and equipment.
  “The destruction to the 
habitat and the damage 
these people did to the 
environment is probably 
the worst part,” said Tex-
as Game Warden Chris 
Fried. “They cut mature 
hardwood trees, includ-
ing a pin oak that was at 
least five foot in diame-
ter, and cleared parts of a 
levee that will take many 
years to recover. The 
chemicals they sprayed, 
insecticides and pesti-
cides that contaminated 
the soil and eventually 
run off into the streams 
will have lasting im-

pacts.”
  Fried said illegal mari-
juana growing opera-
tions are not unheard of 
in remote areas, both on 
public and private lands, 
but it is uncommon to 
catch the illegal farmers 
in the act.
  “It’s something we keep 
our ears open to, but this 
is the first one I’ve seen 
on Cooper,” he said.
  In all probability, the 
growers would have 
harvested their crops and 
left prior to the archery 
deer season opener in 
early October.
“They would’ve folded 
up shop by October 1 
ahead of archery deer 
season opening, but ob-
viously didn’t figure in 
the opening of teal and 
feral hog hunting sea-
son in mid-September,” 
Stapleton noted.

  Instead, they got an 
early season wakeup 
as their efforts to grow 
marijuana crops valued 
at $6 million went up in 
smoke.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Loomis RV Park, Boat Storage,

and Open Storage 
Located 2 Miles South of Yantis, Texas

on Highway 154 at Lake Fork
RV Lots Available

Monthly or Annual Leases Available, With Septic, 
Water, Garbage Provided. Covered Pavillion on site, 
small fishing pond, 1 mile from public boat ramp on 

Lake Fork.

Open Storage
Built in 2014

12 1/2’ x 50’ or 12 1/2’ x 25’
Under Roof Plus Electric

“Secure and Protected, Monthly or 
Annually!”

Call 903-383-3050

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

“Summer
Fun Time!”

Come In And See All 2015 Models In Stock

2015
Range Z520C

Comanche

2015
Triton

20 TRX

2015
Range Z520C

2015
Triton

22 TRX
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, TexasPractice C.P.R.

Practice Safe
Boating

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
2712 N. Hwy. 17

Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

Newly Remodeled
MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners! New Management! NewAttitude!"

Visit Us Online
www.gofishfork.com

Winners in the Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash 
Kid’s Divisions.

Jayna Nance, representing St. Jude’s Children 
Hospital was presented a $10,000 donation 
from Sealy Outdoors. 

Top 5 Grand Prize Winners in the 2015 Sealy 
Outdoors Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork.

2015 Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork
By: Don Hampton

  It was an exciting weekend on Lake Fork for 2,440 
anglers that came to this great reservoir to fish the 
29th Annual Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash Tourna-
ment held September 18, 19, and 20. Anglers could 
not have asked for better weather with a slight breeze 
and lower temperatures. Lake Fork did not produce 
the number of trophy bass it is known for, but as we 
all know, that is why it is called fishing and not catch-
ing.
  Anglers did report catching good numbers and large 
bass that did not quite touch the 24” mark or went over 
the lower end of the slot of 16”. There were a couple 
of anglers that visited with our game wardens that 

said they did not know there was a 16” to 24” slot on 
Lake Fork. These anglers were given a written expla-
nation of the state law and educated at their own cost. 
As all anglers know, whether fishing a tournament or 
just for recreation, all rules and state laws should be 
learned and adhered to before the first cast. KMOO 
radio station announced in almost every broadcast of 
the hourly updates the slot on Lake Fork and that all 
anglers should measure their catches before coming to 
the scales. Tonya and Kimberly of KMOO 99.9 FM 
Radio did an excellent job on informing anglers of the 
hourly updated weights and the rules and regulations 
of Lake Fork.
  Over the course of the three day tournament there 
were 818 bass weighed in for a total weight of 
1,510.56-pounds. With fifteen places being paid per 
hour and added bonus card hours and T-Shirt hours 
many anglers were not only satisfied with a great 

weekend of fishing but with a lot of extra cash in their 
pockets.
  Through the course of the tournament, Lake Fork and 
anglers only produced eleven bass over the 24” slot. 
This made many of the anglers that brought 2-pound 
average of bass to the scales happy increasing their 
pay. There were two over brought to the scales on Fri-
day, seven on Saturday, and two on Sunday.

(Continued on Next Page)

Texas Game Wardens Destroy $6 Million
Marijuana Farm on Cooper WMA

(See Texas Game Wardens..
    Continued on Page 23-A)

  Public hunters pursu-
ing feral hogs at Coo-
per Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in northeast 
Texas over the weekend 
stumbled upon a sophis-
ticated marijuana grow-
ing encampment having 
more than 6,500 mature 
plants with a street value 
estimated at more than 
$6 million.
  Alerted by the public 
hunters, Texas game 
wardens led a multi-
agency investigation of 
the well-established site 
tucked away in a re-
mote swampy area of the 
14,480-acre WMA about 
70 miles northeast of 
Dallas. Wardens found 
a campsite with tents, 
farming tools, fertilizer, 
a generator and water 
pump irrigation equip-
ment indicating the op-

eration had been ongo-
ing for some time.
  “This was not someone 
playing around and ex-
perimenting,” said Texas 
Game Warden Captain 
Steve Stapleton. “The 
camp was at least a mile 
from any road in some 
harsh conditions. They 
picked this spot on pur-

pose and spent day and 
night out there for some 
time. There was a lot of 
trash to clean up.”
An extensive search of 
the area from the air and 
on the ground by game 
wardens, Delta and Hop-
kins County Sheriff’s 



Page 20-A                                   “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                     October October                                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 5-A

(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

October on the Fork   (Continued from Page 6-A)

Bent Tree Motel

381 W. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69N) Emory, TX ~ 903-473-0061
(Next Door To The Dairy Queen ~ 9 Miles from Lake Fork Boat Ramp) 

email: benttreemotel@gmail.com
30 Units

2 Double Queen 
Size or Full Size 

Beds
Boat Parking 

Available With 
Hook-Ups

3 Suites
2 ~ 1 Bedroom 
With Jacuzzi & 

Bathroom
1 ~ Family Suite

2 Bedroom
2 Bath

Room Amenities Include
Free wifi ~ Cable TV ~ Coffee Pot ~ 

Microwave oven
Refrigerator ~ Condiment Package ~ 

Alarm Clock ~ Hair Dryer

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Practice C.P.R.
Help Keep Our

Lake Clean

Brodie Bradshaw 
with David Ozio

Justin Bradshaw 
with David Ozio

Keldon Bradshaw 
with David Ozio

Mark Spaeth with 
David Ozio

Lance Grantham from Tulia, TX., received a 
replica of his 2014 winning bass in the Sealy 
Outdoors Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork. I must 
say I really like his T-shirt.

  Bubba Sadler from Gladewater, Texas brought the 
heaviest bass of the tournament to the scales weigh-
ing 9.48-pounds. Bubba weighed his winning fish 
on Saturday in the 8 to 9 o’clock hour. For his catch 
he won a 2015 Triton 20TRX powered by Mercury, 
2015 Ram Truck plus $7,000 in cash, plus $2,000 for 
the bonus hour.
  Weighing in the second heaviest bass of the tour-
nament with a weight of 8.84-pounds was Stephen 
Fatheree from Alba, Texas. Stephen weighed his bass 

in during the 9 to 10 o’clock hour on Saturday. For 
his catch he won a 2015 Triton 19TRX powered by 
Mercury, 2015 Ram Truck plus $2,000 in cash plus 
$1,000 for the hourly. Our office and Sealy Outdoors 
office has had numerous calls of protest in regards 
to Stephen being a guide on Lake Fork and not eli-
gible to fish the tournament. True, Stephen is a guide 
on Lake Fork, but they need to read the rules. The 
rules clearly state any guide on the lake that has had 
a compensated guide trip within 90 days is ineligible 
to compete in the tournament. Mr. Fatheree had not 
taken a guide trip beyond that time making him as 
eligible as any other angler in the tournament as was 
proven in the polygraph test that he passed.
  The third heaviest bass of the tournament to come 
to the scales weighed 8.76-pounds. This bass was 
caught by James Williams from Jonesboro, Louisi-
ana and weighed in during the 7 to 8 o’clock hour on 
Saturday. For his catch he won a 2015 Triton 18TRX 
powered by Mercury, plus $1,000 in cash, plus $1,000 
for the hourly.
  The fourth heaviest bass of the tournament was 
weighed in on Sunday during the 7 to 8 o’clock hour. 
This winner was caught by Donald Beleck, III from 
Laurel, Mississippi and weighed 8.51-pounds. For his 
catch he won $8,000 plus $1,000 for the hourly.
  Scott Davis from Bossier City, Louisiana weighed 
in the fifth heaviest bass of the tournament winning 
him $6,000 in cash, plus $1,000 for the hourly. Scott 
weighed in his 8.05-pound bass during the 11 to 12 

o’clock hour on Friday.
   Tony Climer from Mesquite, Texas caught the heavi-
est bass under the slot winning him not only $900 in 
the hour, but the bonus cash for his bass of $2,500.
  As in all of Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Tournaments, all 
the cash and prizes are guaranteed. The exact weights 
of 2.50-pounds were not brought to the scales during 
the course of the tournament. In an open drawing of all 
the entries $5,000 was awarded to Phillip Hope from 
Kaufman, Texas, Jeremy Davis from Benton, Arkan-
sas, and Robert Dennison from St Louis, Missouri. 
In the Elimination Drawing, Clayton Belanger from 
Orange, Texas won a 2015 Triton 189TRX powered 
by Mercury.
  For the Kidfish finals visit Sealyoutdoors.com for 
the results.
  Anglers can now mark their calendars for the 30th 
Annual Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash to be held 
on Lake Fork September 17, 18, 19, 2016. This being 
Bob’s 30th Anniversary, 1st Place in each hour will be 
$3,000. This means if you catch one in the bonus T-
shirt hour, it will be worth $6,000. Good luck and we 
hope to see you on Lake Fork “The Big Bass Capital 
of Texas”.
  
  For more information and the daily hourly weights 
go to www.sealy outdoors.com. To learn more about 
Sealy Outdoors Tournaments and schedules you can 
contact Nicole Sealy at nicolesealy@sealyoutdoors.
com or call 409-382-3876 or 888-698-2591.    

all work well. A standup head is also a great 
tool for these fish using the same worms. My 
mantra is “if I can see them, I can catch them”. 
It’s game on for video fishing and the drop shot 
rules the roost for this type of play. Put the 
worm right in front of their nose and wait for 
the rod to load up. It don’t get much better than 
that. If you spot the big arc’s suspended, dig out 
a 5 inch Talon spoon, count it down and hold 
on. A magnum fluke will work equally well if 

the wind is not howling.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in October 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a 
few dates open in October and some in Novem-
ber. I also have gift certificates available if you 
have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt of 
landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 409 
782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. 
You can follow me on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. I 
post my daily trip results on this page. I run a 
Skeeter FX with a Yamaha 250SHO and would 
like to thank Skeeter for making my office on 
the lake the best in the country. I would also 
like to thank G-Loomis, Talon Lures, Shimano 
and Lowrance for making my job the blast that 
it is. A special shout out to Nautical Mile Ma-
rine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me on 
the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 
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Fish Friendly
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(See October on the.....
Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

CHL Classes
NRA Pistol

Shooting 
Courses 

Indoor Gun 
Range

State of the Art 
Range 

GunSmithing
Reloading Supplies

Firearms & 
Ammunition 
Personalized 

Service
 

Hours: Tues thru Sat 
9am - 5pm 

4387 FM 515 • Emory, TX  75440
903-473-3780

www.lakeforkfirearms.com

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
NOW OPEN

Oct. 17th 
10 AM ~9 PM

 “October has arrived and with it, cooler temps 
and the anticipation of bass feeding up for their 
winter survival. Currently, autumns first cold 
fronts have started rolling in and the annual turn 
over has started. This process happens when 
the top layers of the water column cool down 
enough to become heavier than the water layers 
underneath and the upper mass sinks creating 
less oxygen in the water and problems for the 
bass population. This process is very evident 
when you see brown bubbles floating on the 
surface across the lake. The occurrence doesn’t 
happen all at once but in stages according to the 
strength of the cold fronts as they pass.
  This phenomenon usually lasts about three 
weeks and throws bass fishing into a tail spin 

especially for the deep fish. During this transi-
tion period, you will need to read the conditions 
and adapt accordingly. Fall will usually issue in 
more cloudy days and as the water temps de-
cline, fish will migrate to the shallows in search 
of food and suitable water conditions thus open-
ing the door to easier catches on moving baits. 
The sixty-four dollar question is “where do we 
start”? The answer to that question is wrapped 
up in the fall bass habits. Creeks will be your 
starting place and finding the shad will lead you 
to some of the best bass fishing of the year.
  Gear up with a top water for the early bites 
and focus on any vegetation that you can find 
such as milfoil, lillypads or alligator grass. Zara 
Spooks are my all time favorite and will draw 
strikes from the largest bass around. Buzzbaits, 
Yellow Magic’s and frogs are also excellent 
choices and truly have a place on the deck of 
the boat. Once that bite tapers off, I will switch 
to a Texas rig worm of any sort and work the 
same areas until noon. If the vegetation is more 
sparse, use a 1/8th ounce tungsten weight with 
a 3/0 hook and rig it with your favorite worm. 
Trick worms, curl tails or speed worms all work 
great. For thicker grass, move up to a 5/16 
ounce weight so that it will get down to where 
the monsters live. As for worm colors, stick to 

dark hues on cloudy days and more translucent 
shades on sunny days. If the water has pitiful 
clarity, go with the darker colors. If the wind is 
howling, head to the windiest bank and throw 
a Talon spinner bait. If the water is on the clear 
side, use the willow blades. Murky water will 
call for the Colorado blades.
  After lunch, start looking deep for bait and 
you will find bass that just flat live there year 
round. The electronics are key to this success 
and once you locate a sizeable wad of fish, pitch 
out a marker buoy and go to work. You can start 
with a Carolina rig using any big worm to fool 
the bass. Blue fleck, watermelon red and plum 

ShareLunker Season Begins October 1 (Continued from Page 17-A)

sors are not eligible for partici-pation in the 
program. 
  Anyone catching a fish that may qualify can 
call our toll-free, 24-hour pager at 1-888-784-
0600 (Octo-ber 1-April 30 only) or (903) 681-
0550. 
Tips for Proper Care and Handling of Lunker 
Bass
  Land the fish as quickly as possible. Playing a 
fish to exhaustion diminishes its chance of sur-
vival. If possible, refrain from using a dip net 
that has a mesh larger than ¼ inch and /or is 
not a smooth mesh. When using a net, always 
make sure it is wet before it touches the fish. 
Avoid excessive handling or dropping of the 
fish while removing the hook. The fish will ben-
efit from re-maining in water (boat livewell or 
a large cooler filled with water) while the hook 
is removed with needlenosed pliers. Hold the 
fish vertically by the lower lip while it is in the 
water so that the total weight of the fish doesn’t 
rest on the lower jaw. 
  Take the fish to a marina or closest certified 
scales as soon as possible. Transport the fish in 
a properly aerated live-well or a large cooler 
equipped with an aerator. 
  Before removing the fish from the transport 
container, have the certified scales ready for 

weighing. Try to arrange to hold the fish in the 
marina’s minnow vat after it is weighed.
  To reduce stress when removing the fish from 
the transport container for weigh-ing, move the 
fish as close as possible to the scales and hold-
ing vat before removal. If everything is ready 
before the fish is removed from the transport 
container, weighing time can be less than one 
minute.   
  It is best to sedate the fish in the transport 
container before weighing or taking pictures. 
Mari-nas and bait shops can supply the recom-
mended chemicals. Wet your hands before 
handling the fish. Lift the fish from the water 
vertically by clamping your thumb on the bot-
tom lip. To raise the fish into a horizontal posi-
tion, support the fish’s weight by placing your 
off-hand under the fish just behind the anal fin. 
This method should also be used if the fish is 
not sedated. Don’t roll back the lip in an effort 
to paralyze the fish. This can damage the lower 
jaw and hinder or prevent the fish from feed-
ing after being released. The fish should not be 
out of the water longer than 30 seconds. Per-
sons taking pictures should have their cameras 
ready before the fish is removed from the hold-
ing container. Holding the fish out of the water 
two to three minutes, or holding it in a plastic 

bag without proper aeration, causes stress that 
can damage the eyes or cause a bacterial and/
or fungal infection. Such damage could cause 
mortality even several weeks later. Note that 
stress is increased by extremes in temperatures 
and/or windy weather conditions. 
  Ideal water temperature for holding fish is 55 
to 75 degrees Fahrenheit, and the water tem-
perature should not be changed more than five 
or six degrees per hour. If water is aerated and 
treated with bacterial/ fungal retardant, low wa-
ter temperature may not be crucial. 
  Call Texas Parks and Wildlife Department at 
the numbers below as soon as possible with 
your name, where the fish is located, a tele-
phone number where you can be reached and 
when and where you caught the fish. Be sure to 
include your area code when leaving a message 
on the pager. Every attempt will be made to col-
lect the fish within 12 hours, sooner if possible. 
  To request pickup of a ShareLunker (large-
mouth bass 13 pounds or over, legally caught in 
Texas waters between October 1 and April 30), 
call (903) 681-0550 or page 1 (888) 784-0600 
and leave a number, including area code. 

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” The Barfish Connection
By Andrew Grills

  I’ve never tasted the meat of a yellow bass, although 
I’m told by many of our local fishermen that they are 
delicious. Lake Fork is full of these little guys and I 
know for a fact that they are a delicacy for big large-
mouth as well.
  Although adult yellow bass (or “Barfish” as they are 
commonly referred to) only average a half pound in 
weight, they are considered big forage. I always pay at-
tention to the bigger forage such as gizzard shad, juve-
nile white bass, and yellow bass because big meals are 

what the biggest bass are looking for. A bass weighing 
ten pounds or more managed to grow to that size by 
being effective at capturing big prey, and an eight inch 
yellow bass is the perfect size.
  I believe big bass feed on yellow bass every chance 
they get throughout the year. However, Fall is the sea-
son that yellow bass and largemouth bass cross paths 
here on Lake Fork. This pattern seems to be at its peak 
during the month of November.
  I start to notice yellow bass covering deep water 
structure during the month of October. They can be 
easily identified because they always seem to be right 
on the bottom (when present on structure), and will 
position tightly in vast schools. Often, they stack on 
top of each other, and can almost look like aquatic 
vegetation growing three or four feet from the bottom 
because they school so tightly. When I see them show 
up, I know the bigger largemouth are soon to follow.
  The areas I often find yellow bass are submerged 
roadbeds, long tapering points, and offshore humps. 
They seem to prefer depths in the fifteen to thirty foot 
zone and group up better on brighter days. When I see 
what appear to be largemouth on my graph near yel-
low bass schools, I am confident that they are likely 
going to be big!
  After seeing this scenario on your electronics there 
are a variety of techniques you can use. I haven’t had  
much success on lures that have the realistic yellow 

bass imitating paint jobs that we often see on various 
crankbaits and spoons. However, I target these big 
largemouth with big flutter spoons, Carolina rigged 
magnum flukes, or umbrella rigs.
  It is important to pay attention to the yellow bass be-
cause when they are schooled up on a spot, the large-
mouth will be there too at some point, if they aren’t al-
ready. I hope this helps you catch a few more big fish 
this Fall. Be sure to contact me if I can be of assistance.
  Andrew is a professional guide on Lake Fork and is 
sponsored by Skeeter Boats, Nautical Mile Marine in 
Tyler, Costa Sunglasses, Under Armour, and M-Pack 
Lures.

“Bassin’ With Bubba”
Lake Fork Style

                             903-360-6994
email: fishnews@lakefork.net

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

Friday-Sunday

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

2825 N. FM 17 • Alba, TX.,  903-765-3663
(Formerly Lighthouse Restaurant & Motel)

Hours: Sun. ~ Mon. 5 AM ~ 3 PM 
Tues. ~ Sat. 5 AM ~ 9 PM

Full Breakfast Menu
Daily Lunch Specials $6.50 
includes beverage & dessert

Homemade Pies
“Chicken Fried Steak You’ll Be Braggin’ About”

To Go Orders Welcome 
*All Major Credit Cards Accepted*

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Ah-EEE!
Bro’s Now Open

Every  Friday & Saturday 
till Oct. 31st For Fall Season

Sept. & Oct. Fridays & Saturdays
4 pm ~ 9 pm

Stocking Dealer

Featuring * Cajun Fried Catfish * Frog Legs
* PO Boys                      * Jambalaya
* Fried Oysters
* New Orleans Style Boiled Shrimp
* Red Beans n’ Rice
* The Bro’s Burgers

“Where Yall At!!?       B.Y.O.B.

Ah-EEE!Ah
-E

EE
!

Berkley Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 1-A)

day is $120 or $170 for 
both days.
  OFFICIAL 2015 
BERKLEY BIG BASS 
T O U R N A M E N T 
RULES 
  The following rules 
are for the 2015 Berk-
ley Big Bass Tourna-
ment on Lake Fork. 
October 17th & 18th, 
2015.
Special Rules: 
• All contestants must 
use Berkley and/or 
Sebile baits EXCLU-
SIVELY during this 
event. Sebile hard baits 
are part of the program 
for 2015. 
• Spinner bait frames, 
jig heads, buzz bait 
frames, ect may be 
used only when broken 
down to terminal tack-
le where ALL skirts 

and plastics have been 
removed and replaced 
with ONLY BERK-
LEY PRODUCTS.
• All terminal tackle 
must include a “func-
tional” full length 
Berkley skirt and/or 
Berkley soft plastic.
• Non-Berkley skirts 
and soft plastic trailers 
are NOT permitted.
  To protect the integ-
rity of Bass Champs 
and anglers, all win-
ners will be subject to 
a polygraph exam be-
fore the prizes are dis-
tributed at the event. 
Contestants must pass 
the polygraph exam 
at the tournament site 
to receive prize mon-
ey and awards for the 
event. The Tourna-
ment Director reserves 

the right to waive any 
violation of these rules 
that are disclosed to 
him before the poly-
graph exam, in his 
sole and absolute dis-
cretion.
1. Rules: Decisions of 
the Tournament Di-
rector are final and 
are not subject to ap-
peal. Interpretation 
of these rules will be 
left exclusively to the 
Tournament Director 
in his sole and abso-
lute discretion. Each 
competitor agrees to 
report any rule viola-
tion to the Tournament 
Director immediately 
upon discovery of the 
violation. The viola-
tion of a tournament 

(See Berkley Big Bass....
   Continued on Page 11-A) 
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting... there’s nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan 
Your Trips To Lake Fork With “The 
Fisherman’s Guide News” News or 

Photos Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994

By Terri Moon

  Unbelievably – I’ve start-
ed a new adventure with 
the “amazing” MinnKota 
Ulterra Trolling Motor! 
It’s been a roller coaster 
of emotions. The ex-
citement of knowing it’s 
on its way – the thrill of 
it getting here – and ac-
tually seeing it being put 
on the boat – WOW! 
I’ve thought about this 
trolling motor just about 
every day since the Skee-
ter Boat Owners Tourna-
ment in June where they 
were demonstrating it. 
I knew that day, I had to 
have one! Now because 
of many “blessings” – it 
was rigged and ready on 
my boat!
  Those MinnKota guys 
are “Awesome” – they 
are definitely the best 
in the business! A huge 
“thank you” to Mike 
Harvey, Keith and Art 
(all from Louisiana) for 
all your hard work and 
attention to detail! It was 
exciting just to watch 
you guys do what you 
do with such enthusiasm 
for such a GREAT piece 
of equipment! When 
they finished the instal-
lation and handed me 
the remote and the quick 
reference sheet, I headed 
home on “Cloud Nine”! 

Then the reality hit – that 
I had a trip in the morning 
and didn’t even get a trial 
run in! Oh Boy!! I have 
to say we had a couple 
of “iffy” moments when 
I realized this unit was 
smarter than ME! I had 
the remote in one hand – 
the quick reference sheet 
in my lap and my phone 
in the other hand calling 
Mike Harvey to talk me 
through it – (it was all ba-
sically “operator error”!) 
I realized I had to retrain 
my foot that was used to 
the “cable driven” troll-
ing motors. So not to be 
defeated – I was on the 
water at daybreak by my-
self for “Ulterra 101”. All 
I needed was time alone 
with it. I love-love-love 
the “anchor” button. I 
gave it a workout in front 
of the marina with all the 
Sealy tournament boat 
traffic – “PRICELESS”!  
Now on every trip I make 
everyone stop what they 
are doing to watch every 
deploy and stow! How 

could you not love it!
  We’ve been easing up 
to the brush piles in 16 to 
24 ft. of water – deploy-
ing the Ulterra – then  hit 
the anchor button and 
I’m free to get everyone 
ready to fish without be-
ing attached to my troll-
ing motor anymore! The 
crappie have been hitting 
anywhere between 8 – 20 
ft. depending on the time 
of day. They had been 
wanting the bait dead still, 
but today they wanted 
it moving over the tops 
of the brush. So don’t be 
afraid to change up your 
presentation. 
  Bobby Garland’s Blue 
Ice Baby Shad and Lake 
Fork Tackle’s Yellow and 
Pearl or Chartreuse Live 
Baby Shad have been 
producing for us.   
  Cooler weather is on the 
way and I’m very excited 
for the fall fishing with 
my new Ulterra.

  Many – many – thanks 
to ALL involved!  

tpwd.texas.gov/share-
lunker/. The site also 
includes a searchable 
database of all fish en-
tered into the program 
along with pictures 
where available.
  Information on cur-
rent catches, includ-
ing short videos of 
interviews with an-
glers when available, 
will be posted on 
www.facebook.com/
sharelunkerprogram. 
“Like” this page and 
you can receive no-
tification and photos 
of catches as soon as 
they become avail-
able.
  The Toyota Share-
Lunker Program is 
made possible by a 
grant to the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife 
Foundation from Gulf 
States Toyota. Toyota 
is a longtime support-
er of the Foundation 

and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, 
providing major fund-
ing for a wide vari-
ety of education, fish, 
parks and wildlife 
projects.
Official ShareLunk-

er Rules
  The program is lim-
ited to largemouth 
bass weighing 13 
pounds or more. Fish 
must be weighed on 
certified or legal-for-
trade scales. Certified 
scales are scales that 
have been certified as 
accurate by the Texas 
Department of Agri-
culture, the Interna-
tional Game Fish As-
sociation (IGFA) or 
a commercial scales 
calibration company. 
  The program is nor-
mally in effect from 
October 1 through 
April 30. The fish 
must be legally caught 
in Texas waters.                     

  A Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
employee will be 
solely responsible for 
accepting a fish into 
the program based on 
the expectation that 
the fish will be able to 
survive and spawn.   
  Possession of the fish 
must be trans-ferred 
to a designated Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department repre-
sentative within 12 
hours after capture. 
The angler must sign 
a release absolving all 
sponsors, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment, and Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment employees of 
any liability resulting 
from the loss or death 
of their fish. 
  Employees and fami-
lies of program spon-
(See ShareLunker Season..
  Continued on page 19-A)
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October 15th - 18th

Hydrowave
Classic

Reg. $399.99
ONLY $200

AND GET 10 FREE BAGS
OF BERKLEY BAITS!

Dobyns
Savvy Rods

$179.99
AND GET 9 FREE BAGS

OF BERKLEY BAITS!

Oak Ridge Marina     ½ Mile South of the 154 Bridge     2919 W. State Highway 154, Quitman TX 75783     (903) 878-2529

Strike King
10XD

Reg. $14.99
ONLY $9.99

BUY 2 AND GET A FREE
BAG OF BERKLEY BAITS!

FREE BERKLEY BAITS!

Lew’s
Tournament Pro

Reg. $199.99
ONLY $180

AND GET 9 FREE BAGS
OF BERKLEY BAITS!

For every $20
you spend on tackle

at Oak Ridge Marina...

GET A FREE BAG OF
BERKLEY BAITS!*

(*Retail Value up to $5, While Supplies Last)

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

TERRI MOON

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

CRAPPIE & BRIM

Will Eglin
Baton Rouge, LA.,

Kasey Eglin
Baton Rouge, LA.,

Dr. Sam Trinca w/granddaughter, 
Charlotte Knight, Raleigh, N.C. with 

her bream!

Elliott LaBorde, 
Lake Fork, TX.,

Great Friends! Bill & Loren 
Eberline, Quitman, TX.,

Dr. Sam Trinca w/granddaughter, 
Samantha Knight, Raleigh, N.C. and 

her biggest bass she ever caught!

3 generations of Trincas and they all 
love to fish! What a FUN WEEKEND!

John, Chris & Nathan 
Tatum

Addison Eglin
Baton Rouge, LA.,

Ben Woodington & Robert 
Jacobs, Pampa, TX.,

Porter Eglin
Baton Rouge, LA.,

Elliott LaBorde, Lake Fork, with
buddies 'Dabo' & ‘Duck’ from LA

Mr. Art w/MinnKota, 
Hard at Work!

Congratulations to Noah Jarrett for 
his 3-day-1st Place Sweep, in the 
crappie division of the Sealy Out-

doors Tournament!

Robert Jacobs, Pampa, TX., 
on Shimano 5' Ultralite

The Amazing ~ Mr. Keith the 
'Top Shelf' tech w/MinnKota

Toyota ShareLunker Season Begins October 1
  The 30th season of the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD) Toyota ShareLunker 
program will begin October 1.
  Anyone legally catching a 13-pound or bigger 
largemouth bass from Texas waters, public or 
private, between October 1 and April 30 may 
submit the fish to the Toyota ShareLunker pro-
gram. Fish will be picked up by TPWD person-
nel within 12 hours.
  ShareLunker entries that genetic testing shows 
are pure Florida largemouth bass are used in a 
selective breeding program at the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Center (TFFC) in Athens. 
Offspring from ShareLunkers that spawn are 
stocked into each waterbody that produces an 
entry during the season. Some offspring may be 
used for research, while others may be retained 
by the hatchery system for use as future brood-
ers.
The angler catching each fish decides what will 
happen to it following its use by TPWD. Most 
anglers choose to return the fish to the water-
body where it was caught. Some donate the fish 
to TPWD for display at TFFC.
  Fish that are intergrades, or hybrids of Florida 
and northern largemouth bass, are not used for 
spawning and are returned to the waterbody 
where caught as soon as possible. Genetic test-

ing of ShareLunker entries shows that pure 
Florida largemouth bass have as much as 18 
times greater chance of producing a 13-pound 
offspring as intergrades do. Limited capacity at 
TPWD hatcheries requires using all available 
pond space for the offspring of pure Florida 
fish.
  Anglers entering fish into the Toyota Share-
Lunker program receive a free replica of their 
fish, a certificate and ShareLunker clothing and 
are recognized at a banquet at the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Center in Athens. The person 
who catches the season’s largest entry will be 
named Angler of the Year and will receive a 
prize package from G. Loomis of a top-of-the-
line rod, Shimano reel, PowerPro line and G. 
Loomis hat. If the Angler of the Year is a Texas 
resident, that person will also receive a lifetime 
Texas fishing license.
  Prizes and funding for the banquet are pro-
vided by Toyota, which also provides a Tundra 
pickup truck for use in picking up and return-
ing the majority of lunkers and their offspring.
  ShareLunker catches can be reported 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week during the season, 
by calling (903) 681-0550. If poor cellphone 
service prevents use of the voice number, an-
glers can leave a phone number (including area 

code) at (888) 784-0600. That number is also 
monitored 24/7 during the season.
  Most anglers who catch ShareLunkers are un-
prepared to catch and care for large fish. Yet 
catching a 13-pound bass is possible almost 
anywhere you fish in Texas. Taking a few sim-
ple steps can help ensure the survival of Share-
Lunkers. Carry a landing net, preferably a rub-
ber one or a net with unknotted mesh, to avoid 
damaging the fish’s slime coat. Always handle 
big fish with two wet hands, one gripping the 
lower jaw and the other supporting the tail. Fill 
your livewell before you begin fishing. Program 
the ShareLunker numbers into your phone be-
fore the season begins. If possible take the fish 
to a bait shop or marina with a minnow tank for 
holding until pickup. Locate a place near where 
you will be fishing that has a certified scale and 
will weigh fish, such as a feed store, grocery 
store or bait shop. Official ShareLunker weigh 
and holding stations equipped with certified 
scales have been established at a number of res-
ervoirs; a list is at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/
spdest/visitorcenters/tffc/sharelunker/holding/.
For complete information and rules of the 
ShareLunker program, tips on caring for big 
bass and a recap of last year’s season, see www.

(Continued on Next Page)
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com
D.H.

Entry Forms Soon Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

12th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 13, 14, 15, 2016

$320,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

Irving Bass Club Celebrates 75th Semi-Annual Open on Lake Fork
By Jack Ward

  The Irving Bass Club celebrates its 75th semi-
annual Open Bass Tournament on October 

10th,2015. Thirteen original members from 
the Dallas Ft. Worth area began meetings and 
monthly tournaments in January, 1968. The 
club quickly grew to over 200 members making 

it one of the largest bass clubs in Texas.  Club 
members, young and old learn new bass tactics 
at the monthly meetings from both experienced 
members and guest speakers. Most of the early 
members did not have boats, but would either 
team up with other club members or rent a boat 
at designated lakes.  Early on, the club decided 
to sponsor two semi-annual open tournaments 
per year to promote club functions.  It donated 
funds to needy families and to several non-profit 
out-door organizations.  The highlight of these ac-
tivities took place in 1989 when the club donated 
$9,000.00 to the “ShareLunker” program. Those 
funds were matched by $27,000.00 from a federal 
grant resulting in a total donation to the program 
of $36,000.00. In gratitude for the club’s efforts, 
the Texas Fish Hatchery in Athens, Texas hung a 
plaque at their new facility honoring the Irving 
Bass Club.  
  Over the last fifteen years there has been a steady 
decline of members in most bass clubs, includ-
ing the Irving Bass Club.  The high cost of fish-
ing has led to many changes in most bass club 
operations. Two day tournaments changed to one 
day competitive tournaments involving cash pay-
outs.  Family bass clubs with RV’s, travel trailers 
and outdoor camping became a thing of the past.  
However, bass fishing is still one of the most pop-
ular sports enjoyed by young and old. 
  Unlike other clubs, the Irving Bass Club fishes 
for plaques and boasting rights.  Club members 
enjoy cook-outs, Saturday night get-togethers 
and two day tournaments.  The Irving Bass Club 
is constantly seeking new members who like to 
get away for a weekend and fish for fun.  If that 
sounds good to you, come fish with us . 

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

a stable position by a line attached to a weight 
with the trolling motor in the up position), or 
within 25 yards of a non-anchored competitor’s 
boat unless otherwise agreed upon by the other 
tournament angler. The act of moving bass from 
one area of the lake to another confined area of 
the same lake at any time, whether or not during 
official practice days or competition days, is not 
permitted.
12. # Of contestants in boat: Boats may have up 
to 3 paid entrants aboard. Non-contestants are 
not allowed in any competitor’s boat.
13. Trailering is allowed: Trailering is allowed 
throughout the competition days. Anglers may 
launch and leave from any available location on 
Lake Fork.
14. Scoring: Only Largemouth, Spotted, or 
Smallmouth Bass are accepted species. One 
bass only is allowed to be weighed in during 
any Tournament hour per contestant. Bass en-
tered in the Big Bass of the Hour contest do not 
carry forward from hour to hour. Your biggest 
bass is registered into the final overall standings. 
No contestant may possess more than 3 bass at 
any time during the tournament. Any contestant 
who possesses more than the tournament limit 
at any time will have their catch for that day dis-
qualified. Switching or sharing fish with other 
contestants is a violation of these rules and will 
result in immediate disqualification. Any artifi-
cially weighed, preserved, or altered bass will 

be disqualified and that contestant will be sub-
ject to prosecution under federal laws.
15. Live Fish: Only live bass will be weighed-
in during the event. Every effort must be made 
to keep bass alive through the use of a properly 
aerated live well. The use of chemical live well 
additives made by Sure-Life which promote the 
healthy return of bass to their natural habitat are 
recommended. No dead bass will be weighed.
16. Slot lake limits: Lake Fork is a slot lake. No 
bass over 16 inches or under 24 inches in length 
may be presented to the scales. Bass will be 
measured with mouth closed, tail compressed 
and swiped to achieve overall greatest length. 
The Pro-Rule is the official measuring board of 
Bass Champs. Any contestant who receives a 
citation from TPWD for presenting a “slot” fish 
to the scales will be disqualified from violation 
point forward each tournament day.
17. Ties: A tie for the overall biggest bass over 
or under the slot will be determined by the con-
testant’s second largest bass weighed-in during 
tournament hours. In the event that a winner may 
not be determined by the above stated method, 
the winner will be determined by which angler 
weighed-in the winning fish first. All other ties 
will be resolved by splitting equally all money 
involved in the tie.  

Fish Friendly Keep Our Lake 
Clean
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With “The Fisher-
man’s Guide News” News or Photos 

Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “12th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Berkley Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 7-A)

rule may result in weight loss, the loss of weight 
up to a specific time during the tournament day, 
total loss of weight for that particular day, the in-
eligibility to participate in future Bass Champs 
events, or any other penalty deemed appropriate 
by the Tournament Director in his sole discretion. 
Protests must be made in writing within 10 min-
utes of the official closing of the scales at each 
tournament day.
2. Participation and Eligibility:
  Any person entering a Bass Champs Tourna-
ment under the age of 18 years must also have 
the signature of their parent or legal guardian in 
the provided space on the official entry form.
  Bass Champs Tournaments are open to all an-
glers except professional anglers. A professional 
angler is defined as:
  Any angler that has entered more than one bass 
tournament that required an entry fee greater than 
$2,500 in the immediately preceding six months 
prior to the date of the Bass Champs Tournament 
being entered.
  Any angler that has guided for Bass (as defined 
in Rule 14 below) on tournament waters within 
30 days of the official event for any method of 
compensation.
  All Contestants must have a valid Texas fishing 
license.
3. Off-Limit Period: Contestants may not be on 
Lake Fork Reservoir for the purpose of fishing 
between: 8:00pm Friday, October 16th, 2015 thru 
6:30am Saturday, October 17th, 2015. 
8:00pm Saturday, October 17th, 2015 thru 
6:30am Sunday, October 18th, 2015.
Fishing Times: Competitors may launch from any 
ramp on Lake Fork. Fishing will begin at 6:30am 
on competition days. The official start time will 
be broadcast by KMOO 99.9 radio. The scales 
will open the top ½ of every hour beginning at 

8:00am. Scales are closed the bottom ½ of each 
hour. The final weigh-in will begin at 2:00pm 
and end at 2:30pm each competition day.
5. Registration Times: Each contestant must reg-
ister in person at Lake Fork Marina during the 
official registration hours: 12:00pm-8:00pm Fri-
day October 16th or each tournament morning 
beginning at 4:30am. A completed and signed 
entry form must be received before the start of 
competition.
6. Safety: Safe boating must be observed at all 
times. Each contestant is required to wear a fas-
tened (fully zipped and/or all clips fastened), U.S. 
Coast Guard approved, personal flotation device 
anytime the combustion engine is in operation 
during official tournament hours. All boats must 
be equipped with an emergency ignition shut-off 
device, which must be securely attached to the 

driver’s body any time the combustion engine 
is in operation. The driver must be seated in the 
driver’s seat anytime the combustion engine is 
engaged in gear. Tournament day may be short-
ened or canceled due to unsafe weather or any 
conditions that would endanger the safety of the 
competitors at the Tournament Director’s sole 
and absolute discretion. Competitors are allowed 
to leave the boat and seek shelter in bad weather, 
at which time no fishing may occur.
7. Permitted Fishing Methods: Only artificial 
lures may be used. Only one fishing rod per an-
gler may be used at any one time. Additional rods 
may be in the boat and ready for use; however, 
each cast and retrieve must be completed before 
another cast is attempted or rod is used. Trolling 
with the combustion engine as a method of fish-

(See Berkley Big Bass.... Continued on Page 14-A)

Berkley Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 11-A)

ing is prohibited. All bass must be caught alive, 
in a conventional, sporting manner. All angling 
must be conducted from the boat. At no time may 
a contestant leave the boat to land a fish, or to 
make the boat more accessible to fishing waters. 
Bank fishing is not permissible.
8. Sportsmanship and Conduct: All contestants 
are required to follow high standards of sports-
manship, courtesy, safety and conservation. 
Examples of conduct not complying with those 

standards include, but are not limited to, the fol-
lowing:
- Consumption and/or possession of alcoholic 
beverages or any mind-altering substance during 
tournament hours extending through the weigh-in 
procedure;
- Any previous conviction, charge, arrest, or in-
vestigation for a felony, a crime involving moral 
turpitude, or a crime related to, arising out of, or 
involving any fishing tournament or event, except 

with full, prior written disclosure to the Tourna-
ment Director under oath and by affidavit of all 
facts and circumstances surrounding such con-
viction, charge, arrest, or investigation at least 
ten (10) days before the Bass Champs event be-
ing entered, and thereafter subject to the Tourna-
ment Director’s sole and absolute discretion that 
such conviction, charge, arrest, or investigation 
does not result in the Contestant’s honesty, integ-
rity, character or qualifications to enter the event 
being unreasonably questionable.
  Actions or words which reflect unfavorably 
upon efforts to promote safety, sportsmanship, 
and fair competition;
  Chemical substance abuse or addiction.
  Disqualification from Bass Champs tourna-
ments or other fishing organizations that resulted 
from unexplained rule violations that result in 
a contestant’s honesty, integrity, character, and 
qualifications for entry into a Bass Champs event 
being questionable in the Tournament Director’s 
sole and absolute discretion.
Upon review of the circumstances by tournament 
director, Bass Champs, Inc., and the Tournament 
Director shall have the right to refuse any ap-
plication, or to deny a confirmed application, by 
returning the entry fee of a previously accepted 
application, or disqualifying a contestant. Bass 
Champs reserves the right to place an official ob-
server in a contestant’s boat at any time during 
competition hours.
9. Assistance: During hours of competition, con-
testants may not receive fishing information from 
non-competitors or participate in the practice of 
“hole sitting.” The use of mobile com-munica-
tion devices such as cellular phones, marine ra-
dios, walkie-talkies, CBs, etc., to communicate 
fishing information during tournament hours is 
strictly prohibited. In the event of an emergency 
call “911” first and then contact tournament of-
ficials at 817-439-3274.
10. Boat and Horsepower Regulation: Each boat 
must have all required U.S. Coast Guard safety 
equipment. Boats must contain a properly aerat-
ed live well space to maintain alive a limit catch 
of bass. Maximum horsepower for all outboards 
used in tournament competition may not exceed 
the horsepower limitations as set by the U. S. 
Coast Guard in such vessel. Falsifying inform-
ation on entry forms or altering the horsepower 
numbers on the motor or rating plate to conceal 
such limitations will be cause for disqua-lifica-
tion from the tournament. 
11. Permitted Fishing Locations: Contestants 
may fish anywhere on tournament waters acces-
sible by boat, except areas designated as “off lim-
its” or “no fishing” by state or federal officials, or 
within 50 yards of a competitor’s boat which was 
first anchored (an anchored boat is a boat held in 

(Continued on Next Page)
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Early Entry Incentive: Only Early Entries Qualify for Drawing To Win a 2016 Legend Boat, Powered by 
Mercury, MotorGuide, & Lowrance Electronics. To Qualify for Drawing, Entries must be received 

on or before April 30, 2016.  “Legend Advantage Members Win Double Hourly Cash Awards”

All Tournament Contestants can 
Purchase Temple Fork Outfitters Rods $178 Retail ~ $50 Each (Assortment of Sizes)

For more inFormation call: 903-360-6994  or 903-383-7748  email: Fishnews@lakeFork.net

8 Places Paid Hourly 1st – $500   •   2nd – $400   •   3rd – $300   •   4tH – $200   
•   5tH – $175   •   6tH – $150   •   7tH – $125   •   1st out of 7tH $100 Gc

Four (4) Legend Bass Boats, Powered by Mercury, MotorGuide, Lowrance 
Electronics. To Be Awarded For: 2 for the 2 Heaviest Bass Over The Slot, 

1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot,  1 for Draw Boat 
(Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.) 

GRAND PRIZES INCLUDE:

$320,000
Bene�ting    “�e Wish to Fish Foundation”

Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17,  903-765-2764

Twelfth AnnualTwelfth Annual

May 13, 14 & 15, 2016
All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome

Guaranteed in
Cash & Prizes

EZ Loader Trailers
TM
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With “The Fisher-
man’s Guide News” News or Photos 

Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products
Fixed and Swing Away Models Available

• Capacity rating 400 lbs.  web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

Proud Sponsor of the “12th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Easy Step System boat trailer 
steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more sl ipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer 
fenders with your shoes
• No more worrying about 
loading or unloading your 
boat by yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when 
entering and exiting
• Has a srong and durable 
powder coat finish for a 
lasting new appearance.

Endorsed By:

The New ESS-4
A 4 step model that fits most 
bay, center console, & high 
bow pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3SA
3 step Model that 

fits most swing-away 
tongue.

The ESS-3
A 3 step model that fits most 

air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
& pleasure boat trailers.

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.

“Chris Lane 
now has the 

ESS-3SA model 
on his New 

Legend
211-Alpha.” 

2012 BASSMASTER CLASSIC
CHAMPION ~ CHRIS LANE

Berkley Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 7-A)

rule may result in weight loss, the loss of weight 
up to a specific time during the tournament day, 
total loss of weight for that particular day, the in-
eligibility to participate in future Bass Champs 
events, or any other penalty deemed appropriate 
by the Tournament Director in his sole discretion. 
Protests must be made in writing within 10 min-
utes of the official closing of the scales at each 
tournament day.
2. Participation and Eligibility:
  Any person entering a Bass Champs Tourna-
ment under the age of 18 years must also have 
the signature of their parent or legal guardian in 
the provided space on the official entry form.
  Bass Champs Tournaments are open to all an-
glers except professional anglers. A professional 
angler is defined as:
  Any angler that has entered more than one bass 
tournament that required an entry fee greater than 
$2,500 in the immediately preceding six months 
prior to the date of the Bass Champs Tournament 
being entered.
  Any angler that has guided for Bass (as defined 
in Rule 14 below) on tournament waters within 
30 days of the official event for any method of 
compensation.
  All Contestants must have a valid Texas fishing 
license.
3. Off-Limit Period: Contestants may not be on 
Lake Fork Reservoir for the purpose of fishing 
between: 8:00pm Friday, October 16th, 2015 thru 
6:30am Saturday, October 17th, 2015. 
8:00pm Saturday, October 17th, 2015 thru 
6:30am Sunday, October 18th, 2015.
Fishing Times: Competitors may launch from any 
ramp on Lake Fork. Fishing will begin at 6:30am 
on competition days. The official start time will 
be broadcast by KMOO 99.9 radio. The scales 
will open the top ½ of every hour beginning at 

8:00am. Scales are closed the bottom ½ of each 
hour. The final weigh-in will begin at 2:00pm 
and end at 2:30pm each competition day.
5. Registration Times: Each contestant must reg-
ister in person at Lake Fork Marina during the 
official registration hours: 12:00pm-8:00pm Fri-
day October 16th or each tournament morning 
beginning at 4:30am. A completed and signed 
entry form must be received before the start of 
competition.
6. Safety: Safe boating must be observed at all 
times. Each contestant is required to wear a fas-
tened (fully zipped and/or all clips fastened), U.S. 
Coast Guard approved, personal flotation device 
anytime the combustion engine is in operation 
during official tournament hours. All boats must 
be equipped with an emergency ignition shut-off 
device, which must be securely attached to the 

driver’s body any time the combustion engine 
is in operation. The driver must be seated in the 
driver’s seat anytime the combustion engine is 
engaged in gear. Tournament day may be short-
ened or canceled due to unsafe weather or any 
conditions that would endanger the safety of the 
competitors at the Tournament Director’s sole 
and absolute discretion. Competitors are allowed 
to leave the boat and seek shelter in bad weather, 
at which time no fishing may occur.
7. Permitted Fishing Methods: Only artificial 
lures may be used. Only one fishing rod per an-
gler may be used at any one time. Additional rods 
may be in the boat and ready for use; however, 
each cast and retrieve must be completed before 
another cast is attempted or rod is used. Trolling 
with the combustion engine as a method of fish-

(See Berkley Big Bass.... Continued on Page 14-A)

Berkley Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 11-A)

ing is prohibited. All bass must be caught alive, 
in a conventional, sporting manner. All angling 
must be conducted from the boat. At no time may 
a contestant leave the boat to land a fish, or to 
make the boat more accessible to fishing waters. 
Bank fishing is not permissible.
8. Sportsmanship and Conduct: All contestants 
are required to follow high standards of sports-
manship, courtesy, safety and conservation. 
Examples of conduct not complying with those 

standards include, but are not limited to, the fol-
lowing:
- Consumption and/or possession of alcoholic 
beverages or any mind-altering substance during 
tournament hours extending through the weigh-in 
procedure;
- Any previous conviction, charge, arrest, or in-
vestigation for a felony, a crime involving moral 
turpitude, or a crime related to, arising out of, or 
involving any fishing tournament or event, except 

with full, prior written disclosure to the Tourna-
ment Director under oath and by affidavit of all 
facts and circumstances surrounding such con-
viction, charge, arrest, or investigation at least 
ten (10) days before the Bass Champs event be-
ing entered, and thereafter subject to the Tourna-
ment Director’s sole and absolute discretion that 
such conviction, charge, arrest, or investigation 
does not result in the Contestant’s honesty, integ-
rity, character or qualifications to enter the event 
being unreasonably questionable.
  Actions or words which reflect unfavorably 
upon efforts to promote safety, sportsmanship, 
and fair competition;
  Chemical substance abuse or addiction.
  Disqualification from Bass Champs tourna-
ments or other fishing organizations that resulted 
from unexplained rule violations that result in 
a contestant’s honesty, integrity, character, and 
qualifications for entry into a Bass Champs event 
being questionable in the Tournament Director’s 
sole and absolute discretion.
Upon review of the circumstances by tournament 
director, Bass Champs, Inc., and the Tournament 
Director shall have the right to refuse any ap-
plication, or to deny a confirmed application, by 
returning the entry fee of a previously accepted 
application, or disqualifying a contestant. Bass 
Champs reserves the right to place an official ob-
server in a contestant’s boat at any time during 
competition hours.
9. Assistance: During hours of competition, con-
testants may not receive fishing information from 
non-competitors or participate in the practice of 
“hole sitting.” The use of mobile com-munica-
tion devices such as cellular phones, marine ra-
dios, walkie-talkies, CBs, etc., to communicate 
fishing information during tournament hours is 
strictly prohibited. In the event of an emergency 
call “911” first and then contact tournament of-
ficials at 817-439-3274.
10. Boat and Horsepower Regulation: Each boat 
must have all required U.S. Coast Guard safety 
equipment. Boats must contain a properly aerat-
ed live well space to maintain alive a limit catch 
of bass. Maximum horsepower for all outboards 
used in tournament competition may not exceed 
the horsepower limitations as set by the U. S. 
Coast Guard in such vessel. Falsifying inform-
ation on entry forms or altering the horsepower 
numbers on the motor or rating plate to conceal 
such limitations will be cause for disqua-lifica-
tion from the tournament. 
11. Permitted Fishing Locations: Contestants 
may fish anywhere on tournament waters acces-
sible by boat, except areas designated as “off lim-
its” or “no fishing” by state or federal officials, or 
within 50 yards of a competitor’s boat which was 
first anchored (an anchored boat is a boat held in 

(Continued on Next Page)
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com
D.H.

Entry Forms Soon Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

12th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 13, 14, 15, 2016

$320,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

Irving Bass Club Celebrates 75th Semi-Annual Open on Lake Fork
By Jack Ward

  The Irving Bass Club celebrates its 75th semi-
annual Open Bass Tournament on October 

10th,2015. Thirteen original members from 
the Dallas Ft. Worth area began meetings and 
monthly tournaments in January, 1968. The 
club quickly grew to over 200 members making 

it one of the largest bass clubs in Texas.  Club 
members, young and old learn new bass tactics 
at the monthly meetings from both experienced 
members and guest speakers. Most of the early 
members did not have boats, but would either 
team up with other club members or rent a boat 
at designated lakes.  Early on, the club decided 
to sponsor two semi-annual open tournaments 
per year to promote club functions.  It donated 
funds to needy families and to several non-profit 
out-door organizations.  The highlight of these ac-
tivities took place in 1989 when the club donated 
$9,000.00 to the “ShareLunker” program. Those 
funds were matched by $27,000.00 from a federal 
grant resulting in a total donation to the program 
of $36,000.00. In gratitude for the club’s efforts, 
the Texas Fish Hatchery in Athens, Texas hung a 
plaque at their new facility honoring the Irving 
Bass Club.  
  Over the last fifteen years there has been a steady 
decline of members in most bass clubs, includ-
ing the Irving Bass Club.  The high cost of fish-
ing has led to many changes in most bass club 
operations. Two day tournaments changed to one 
day competitive tournaments involving cash pay-
outs.  Family bass clubs with RV’s, travel trailers 
and outdoor camping became a thing of the past.  
However, bass fishing is still one of the most pop-
ular sports enjoyed by young and old. 
  Unlike other clubs, the Irving Bass Club fishes 
for plaques and boasting rights.  Club members 
enjoy cook-outs, Saturday night get-togethers 
and two day tournaments.  The Irving Bass Club 
is constantly seeking new members who like to 
get away for a weekend and fish for fun.  If that 
sounds good to you, come fish with us . 

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

a stable position by a line attached to a weight 
with the trolling motor in the up position), or 
within 25 yards of a non-anchored competitor’s 
boat unless otherwise agreed upon by the other 
tournament angler. The act of moving bass from 
one area of the lake to another confined area of 
the same lake at any time, whether or not during 
official practice days or competition days, is not 
permitted.
12. # Of contestants in boat: Boats may have up 
to 3 paid entrants aboard. Non-contestants are 
not allowed in any competitor’s boat.
13. Trailering is allowed: Trailering is allowed 
throughout the competition days. Anglers may 
launch and leave from any available location on 
Lake Fork.
14. Scoring: Only Largemouth, Spotted, or 
Smallmouth Bass are accepted species. One 
bass only is allowed to be weighed in during 
any Tournament hour per contestant. Bass en-
tered in the Big Bass of the Hour contest do not 
carry forward from hour to hour. Your biggest 
bass is registered into the final overall standings. 
No contestant may possess more than 3 bass at 
any time during the tournament. Any contestant 
who possesses more than the tournament limit 
at any time will have their catch for that day dis-
qualified. Switching or sharing fish with other 
contestants is a violation of these rules and will 
result in immediate disqualification. Any artifi-
cially weighed, preserved, or altered bass will 

be disqualified and that contestant will be sub-
ject to prosecution under federal laws.
15. Live Fish: Only live bass will be weighed-
in during the event. Every effort must be made 
to keep bass alive through the use of a properly 
aerated live well. The use of chemical live well 
additives made by Sure-Life which promote the 
healthy return of bass to their natural habitat are 
recommended. No dead bass will be weighed.
16. Slot lake limits: Lake Fork is a slot lake. No 
bass over 16 inches or under 24 inches in length 
may be presented to the scales. Bass will be 
measured with mouth closed, tail compressed 
and swiped to achieve overall greatest length. 
The Pro-Rule is the official measuring board of 
Bass Champs. Any contestant who receives a 
citation from TPWD for presenting a “slot” fish 
to the scales will be disqualified from violation 
point forward each tournament day.
17. Ties: A tie for the overall biggest bass over 
or under the slot will be determined by the con-
testant’s second largest bass weighed-in during 
tournament hours. In the event that a winner may 
not be determined by the above stated method, 
the winner will be determined by which angler 
weighed-in the winning fish first. All other ties 
will be resolved by splitting equally all money 
involved in the tie.  

Fish Friendly Keep Our Lake 
Clean
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October 15th - 18th

Hydrowave
Classic

Reg. $399.99
ONLY $200

AND GET 10 FREE BAGS
OF BERKLEY BAITS!

Dobyns
Savvy Rods

$179.99
AND GET 9 FREE BAGS

OF BERKLEY BAITS!

Oak Ridge Marina     ½ Mile South of the 154 Bridge     2919 W. State Highway 154, Quitman TX 75783     (903) 878-2529

Strike King
10XD

Reg. $14.99
ONLY $9.99

BUY 2 AND GET A FREE
BAG OF BERKLEY BAITS!

FREE BERKLEY BAITS!

Lew’s
Tournament Pro

Reg. $199.99
ONLY $180

AND GET 9 FREE BAGS
OF BERKLEY BAITS!

For every $20
you spend on tackle

at Oak Ridge Marina...

GET A FREE BAG OF
BERKLEY BAITS!*

(*Retail Value up to $5, While Supplies Last)

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

TERRI MOON

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

CRAPPIE & BRIM

Will Eglin
Baton Rouge, LA.,

Kasey Eglin
Baton Rouge, LA.,

Dr. Sam Trinca w/granddaughter, 
Charlotte Knight, Raleigh, N.C. with 

her bream!

Elliott LaBorde, 
Lake Fork, TX.,

Great Friends! Bill & Loren 
Eberline, Quitman, TX.,

Dr. Sam Trinca w/granddaughter, 
Samantha Knight, Raleigh, N.C. and 

her biggest bass she ever caught!

3 generations of Trincas and they all 
love to fish! What a FUN WEEKEND!

John, Chris & Nathan 
Tatum

Addison Eglin
Baton Rouge, LA.,

Ben Woodington & Robert 
Jacobs, Pampa, TX.,

Porter Eglin
Baton Rouge, LA.,

Elliott LaBorde, Lake Fork, with
buddies 'Dabo' & ‘Duck’ from LA

Mr. Art w/MinnKota, 
Hard at Work!

Congratulations to Noah Jarrett for 
his 3-day-1st Place Sweep, in the 
crappie division of the Sealy Out-

doors Tournament!

Robert Jacobs, Pampa, TX., 
on Shimano 5' Ultralite

The Amazing ~ Mr. Keith the 
'Top Shelf' tech w/MinnKota

Toyota ShareLunker Season Begins October 1
  The 30th season of the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD) Toyota ShareLunker 
program will begin October 1.
  Anyone legally catching a 13-pound or bigger 
largemouth bass from Texas waters, public or 
private, between October 1 and April 30 may 
submit the fish to the Toyota ShareLunker pro-
gram. Fish will be picked up by TPWD person-
nel within 12 hours.
  ShareLunker entries that genetic testing shows 
are pure Florida largemouth bass are used in a 
selective breeding program at the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Center (TFFC) in Athens. 
Offspring from ShareLunkers that spawn are 
stocked into each waterbody that produces an 
entry during the season. Some offspring may be 
used for research, while others may be retained 
by the hatchery system for use as future brood-
ers.
The angler catching each fish decides what will 
happen to it following its use by TPWD. Most 
anglers choose to return the fish to the water-
body where it was caught. Some donate the fish 
to TPWD for display at TFFC.
  Fish that are intergrades, or hybrids of Florida 
and northern largemouth bass, are not used for 
spawning and are returned to the waterbody 
where caught as soon as possible. Genetic test-

ing of ShareLunker entries shows that pure 
Florida largemouth bass have as much as 18 
times greater chance of producing a 13-pound 
offspring as intergrades do. Limited capacity at 
TPWD hatcheries requires using all available 
pond space for the offspring of pure Florida 
fish.
  Anglers entering fish into the Toyota Share-
Lunker program receive a free replica of their 
fish, a certificate and ShareLunker clothing and 
are recognized at a banquet at the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Center in Athens. The person 
who catches the season’s largest entry will be 
named Angler of the Year and will receive a 
prize package from G. Loomis of a top-of-the-
line rod, Shimano reel, PowerPro line and G. 
Loomis hat. If the Angler of the Year is a Texas 
resident, that person will also receive a lifetime 
Texas fishing license.
  Prizes and funding for the banquet are pro-
vided by Toyota, which also provides a Tundra 
pickup truck for use in picking up and return-
ing the majority of lunkers and their offspring.
  ShareLunker catches can be reported 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week during the season, 
by calling (903) 681-0550. If poor cellphone 
service prevents use of the voice number, an-
glers can leave a phone number (including area 

code) at (888) 784-0600. That number is also 
monitored 24/7 during the season.
  Most anglers who catch ShareLunkers are un-
prepared to catch and care for large fish. Yet 
catching a 13-pound bass is possible almost 
anywhere you fish in Texas. Taking a few sim-
ple steps can help ensure the survival of Share-
Lunkers. Carry a landing net, preferably a rub-
ber one or a net with unknotted mesh, to avoid 
damaging the fish’s slime coat. Always handle 
big fish with two wet hands, one gripping the 
lower jaw and the other supporting the tail. Fill 
your livewell before you begin fishing. Program 
the ShareLunker numbers into your phone be-
fore the season begins. If possible take the fish 
to a bait shop or marina with a minnow tank for 
holding until pickup. Locate a place near where 
you will be fishing that has a certified scale and 
will weigh fish, such as a feed store, grocery 
store or bait shop. Official ShareLunker weigh 
and holding stations equipped with certified 
scales have been established at a number of res-
ervoirs; a list is at http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/
spdest/visitorcenters/tffc/sharelunker/holding/.
For complete information and rules of the 
ShareLunker program, tips on caring for big 
bass and a recap of last year’s season, see www.

(Continued on Next Page)
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Dean Stroman Guide Service
"Specializing in Instructional and Big Bass Techniques"

• Expert or Beginner • Accommodations Arranged 
• Day or Night Trips • Pre Tournament Scouting 
• Corporate or Group Trip • Instructional Trips

Call Dean Stroman at 903-383-7214
or e-mail: dstroman@peoplescom.net

"I guarantee every effort will be made for 
your successful fishing trip!"

Ask Me About My Legend Boat & Visit Them At 
www.RidewithaLegend.com

Waterfront and Water View RV Lots for Annual Lease
Caney Point RV Resort

903-474-1946 or 903-383-3295
Call About Our Special Priced Lots

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 50’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, Phone Lines, 50 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife

(Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

American Owned
Owner on Property

Call For A Tour Today!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting... there’s nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan 
Your Trips To Lake Fork With “The 
Fisherman’s Guide News” News or 

Photos Send to 
fishnews@lakefork.net

or call: 903-383-7748 or 
903-360-6994

By Terri Moon

  Unbelievably – I’ve start-
ed a new adventure with 
the “amazing” MinnKota 
Ulterra Trolling Motor! 
It’s been a roller coaster 
of emotions. The ex-
citement of knowing it’s 
on its way – the thrill of 
it getting here – and ac-
tually seeing it being put 
on the boat – WOW! 
I’ve thought about this 
trolling motor just about 
every day since the Skee-
ter Boat Owners Tourna-
ment in June where they 
were demonstrating it. 
I knew that day, I had to 
have one! Now because 
of many “blessings” – it 
was rigged and ready on 
my boat!
  Those MinnKota guys 
are “Awesome” – they 
are definitely the best 
in the business! A huge 
“thank you” to Mike 
Harvey, Keith and Art 
(all from Louisiana) for 
all your hard work and 
attention to detail! It was 
exciting just to watch 
you guys do what you 
do with such enthusiasm 
for such a GREAT piece 
of equipment! When 
they finished the instal-
lation and handed me 
the remote and the quick 
reference sheet, I headed 
home on “Cloud Nine”! 

Then the reality hit – that 
I had a trip in the morning 
and didn’t even get a trial 
run in! Oh Boy!! I have 
to say we had a couple 
of “iffy” moments when 
I realized this unit was 
smarter than ME! I had 
the remote in one hand – 
the quick reference sheet 
in my lap and my phone 
in the other hand calling 
Mike Harvey to talk me 
through it – (it was all ba-
sically “operator error”!) 
I realized I had to retrain 
my foot that was used to 
the “cable driven” troll-
ing motors. So not to be 
defeated – I was on the 
water at daybreak by my-
self for “Ulterra 101”. All 
I needed was time alone 
with it. I love-love-love 
the “anchor” button. I 
gave it a workout in front 
of the marina with all the 
Sealy tournament boat 
traffic – “PRICELESS”!  
Now on every trip I make 
everyone stop what they 
are doing to watch every 
deploy and stow! How 

could you not love it!
  We’ve been easing up 
to the brush piles in 16 to 
24 ft. of water – deploy-
ing the Ulterra – then  hit 
the anchor button and 
I’m free to get everyone 
ready to fish without be-
ing attached to my troll-
ing motor anymore! The 
crappie have been hitting 
anywhere between 8 – 20 
ft. depending on the time 
of day. They had been 
wanting the bait dead still, 
but today they wanted 
it moving over the tops 
of the brush. So don’t be 
afraid to change up your 
presentation. 
  Bobby Garland’s Blue 
Ice Baby Shad and Lake 
Fork Tackle’s Yellow and 
Pearl or Chartreuse Live 
Baby Shad have been 
producing for us.   
  Cooler weather is on the 
way and I’m very excited 
for the fall fishing with 
my new Ulterra.

  Many – many – thanks 
to ALL involved!  

tpwd.texas.gov/share-
lunker/. The site also 
includes a searchable 
database of all fish en-
tered into the program 
along with pictures 
where available.
  Information on cur-
rent catches, includ-
ing short videos of 
interviews with an-
glers when available, 
will be posted on 
www.facebook.com/
sharelunkerprogram. 
“Like” this page and 
you can receive no-
tification and photos 
of catches as soon as 
they become avail-
able.
  The Toyota Share-
Lunker Program is 
made possible by a 
grant to the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife 
Foundation from Gulf 
States Toyota. Toyota 
is a longtime support-
er of the Foundation 

and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, 
providing major fund-
ing for a wide vari-
ety of education, fish, 
parks and wildlife 
projects.
Official ShareLunk-

er Rules
  The program is lim-
ited to largemouth 
bass weighing 13 
pounds or more. Fish 
must be weighed on 
certified or legal-for-
trade scales. Certified 
scales are scales that 
have been certified as 
accurate by the Texas 
Department of Agri-
culture, the Interna-
tional Game Fish As-
sociation (IGFA) or 
a commercial scales 
calibration company. 
  The program is nor-
mally in effect from 
October 1 through 
April 30. The fish 
must be legally caught 
in Texas waters.                     

  A Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
employee will be 
solely responsible for 
accepting a fish into 
the program based on 
the expectation that 
the fish will be able to 
survive and spawn.   
  Possession of the fish 
must be trans-ferred 
to a designated Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department repre-
sentative within 12 
hours after capture. 
The angler must sign 
a release absolving all 
sponsors, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment, and Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment employees of 
any liability resulting 
from the loss or death 
of their fish. 
  Employees and fami-
lies of program spon-
(See ShareLunker Season..
  Continued on page 19-A)
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Melva * Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” The Barfish Connection
By Andrew Grills

  I’ve never tasted the meat of a yellow bass, although 
I’m told by many of our local fishermen that they are 
delicious. Lake Fork is full of these little guys and I 
know for a fact that they are a delicacy for big large-
mouth as well.
  Although adult yellow bass (or “Barfish” as they are 
commonly referred to) only average a half pound in 
weight, they are considered big forage. I always pay at-
tention to the bigger forage such as gizzard shad, juve-
nile white bass, and yellow bass because big meals are 

what the biggest bass are looking for. A bass weighing 
ten pounds or more managed to grow to that size by 
being effective at capturing big prey, and an eight inch 
yellow bass is the perfect size.
  I believe big bass feed on yellow bass every chance 
they get throughout the year. However, Fall is the sea-
son that yellow bass and largemouth bass cross paths 
here on Lake Fork. This pattern seems to be at its peak 
during the month of November.
  I start to notice yellow bass covering deep water 
structure during the month of October. They can be 
easily identified because they always seem to be right 
on the bottom (when present on structure), and will 
position tightly in vast schools. Often, they stack on 
top of each other, and can almost look like aquatic 
vegetation growing three or four feet from the bottom 
because they school so tightly. When I see them show 
up, I know the bigger largemouth are soon to follow.
  The areas I often find yellow bass are submerged 
roadbeds, long tapering points, and offshore humps. 
They seem to prefer depths in the fifteen to thirty foot 
zone and group up better on brighter days. When I see 
what appear to be largemouth on my graph near yel-
low bass schools, I am confident that they are likely 
going to be big!
  After seeing this scenario on your electronics there 
are a variety of techniques you can use. I haven’t had  
much success on lures that have the realistic yellow 

bass imitating paint jobs that we often see on various 
crankbaits and spoons. However, I target these big 
largemouth with big flutter spoons, Carolina rigged 
magnum flukes, or umbrella rigs.
  It is important to pay attention to the yellow bass be-
cause when they are schooled up on a spot, the large-
mouth will be there too at some point, if they aren’t al-
ready. I hope this helps you catch a few more big fish 
this Fall. Be sure to contact me if I can be of assistance.
  Andrew is a professional guide on Lake Fork and is 
sponsored by Skeeter Boats, Nautical Mile Marine in 
Tyler, Costa Sunglasses, Under Armour, and M-Pack 
Lures.

“Bassin’ With Bubba”
Lake Fork Style

                             903-360-6994
email: fishnews@lakefork.net

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

Friday-Sunday

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

2825 N. FM 17 • Alba, TX.,  903-765-3663
(Formerly Lighthouse Restaurant & Motel)

Hours: Sun. ~ Mon. 5 AM ~ 3 PM 
Tues. ~ Sat. 5 AM ~ 9 PM

Full Breakfast Menu
Daily Lunch Specials $6.50 
includes beverage & dessert

Homemade Pies
“Chicken Fried Steak You’ll Be Braggin’ About”

To Go Orders Welcome 
*All Major Credit Cards Accepted*

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Ah-EEE!
Bro’s Now Open

Every  Friday & Saturday 
till Oct. 31st For Fall Season

Sept. & Oct. Fridays & Saturdays
4 pm ~ 9 pm

Stocking Dealer

Featuring * Cajun Fried Catfish * Frog Legs
* PO Boys                      * Jambalaya
* Fried Oysters
* New Orleans Style Boiled Shrimp
* Red Beans n’ Rice
* The Bro’s Burgers

“Where Yall At!!?       B.Y.O.B.

Ah-EEE!Ah
-E

EE
!

Berkley Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 1-A)

day is $120 or $170 for 
both days.
  OFFICIAL 2015 
BERKLEY BIG BASS 
T O U R N A M E N T 
RULES 
  The following rules 
are for the 2015 Berk-
ley Big Bass Tourna-
ment on Lake Fork. 
October 17th & 18th, 
2015.
Special Rules: 
• All contestants must 
use Berkley and/or 
Sebile baits EXCLU-
SIVELY during this 
event. Sebile hard baits 
are part of the program 
for 2015. 
• Spinner bait frames, 
jig heads, buzz bait 
frames, ect may be 
used only when broken 
down to terminal tack-
le where ALL skirts 

and plastics have been 
removed and replaced 
with ONLY BERK-
LEY PRODUCTS.
• All terminal tackle 
must include a “func-
tional” full length 
Berkley skirt and/or 
Berkley soft plastic.
• Non-Berkley skirts 
and soft plastic trailers 
are NOT permitted.
  To protect the integ-
rity of Bass Champs 
and anglers, all win-
ners will be subject to 
a polygraph exam be-
fore the prizes are dis-
tributed at the event. 
Contestants must pass 
the polygraph exam 
at the tournament site 
to receive prize mon-
ey and awards for the 
event. The Tourna-
ment Director reserves 

the right to waive any 
violation of these rules 
that are disclosed to 
him before the poly-
graph exam, in his 
sole and absolute dis-
cretion.
1. Rules: Decisions of 
the Tournament Di-
rector are final and 
are not subject to ap-
peal. Interpretation 
of these rules will be 
left exclusively to the 
Tournament Director 
in his sole and abso-
lute discretion. Each 
competitor agrees to 
report any rule viola-
tion to the Tournament 
Director immediately 
upon discovery of the 
violation. The viola-
tion of a tournament 

(See Berkley Big Bass....
   Continued on Page 11-A) 
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(See October on the.....
Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

CHL Classes
NRA Pistol

Shooting 
Courses 

Indoor Gun 
Range

State of the Art 
Range 

GunSmithing
Reloading Supplies

Firearms & 
Ammunition 
Personalized 

Service
 

Hours: Tues thru Sat 
9am - 5pm 

4387 FM 515 • Emory, TX  75440
903-473-3780

www.lakeforkfirearms.com

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
NOW OPEN

Oct. 17th 
10 AM ~9 PM

 “October has arrived and with it, cooler temps 
and the anticipation of bass feeding up for their 
winter survival. Currently, autumns first cold 
fronts have started rolling in and the annual turn 
over has started. This process happens when 
the top layers of the water column cool down 
enough to become heavier than the water layers 
underneath and the upper mass sinks creating 
less oxygen in the water and problems for the 
bass population. This process is very evident 
when you see brown bubbles floating on the 
surface across the lake. The occurrence doesn’t 
happen all at once but in stages according to the 
strength of the cold fronts as they pass.
  This phenomenon usually lasts about three 
weeks and throws bass fishing into a tail spin 

especially for the deep fish. During this transi-
tion period, you will need to read the conditions 
and adapt accordingly. Fall will usually issue in 
more cloudy days and as the water temps de-
cline, fish will migrate to the shallows in search 
of food and suitable water conditions thus open-
ing the door to easier catches on moving baits. 
The sixty-four dollar question is “where do we 
start”? The answer to that question is wrapped 
up in the fall bass habits. Creeks will be your 
starting place and finding the shad will lead you 
to some of the best bass fishing of the year.
  Gear up with a top water for the early bites 
and focus on any vegetation that you can find 
such as milfoil, lillypads or alligator grass. Zara 
Spooks are my all time favorite and will draw 
strikes from the largest bass around. Buzzbaits, 
Yellow Magic’s and frogs are also excellent 
choices and truly have a place on the deck of 
the boat. Once that bite tapers off, I will switch 
to a Texas rig worm of any sort and work the 
same areas until noon. If the vegetation is more 
sparse, use a 1/8th ounce tungsten weight with 
a 3/0 hook and rig it with your favorite worm. 
Trick worms, curl tails or speed worms all work 
great. For thicker grass, move up to a 5/16 
ounce weight so that it will get down to where 
the monsters live. As for worm colors, stick to 

dark hues on cloudy days and more translucent 
shades on sunny days. If the water has pitiful 
clarity, go with the darker colors. If the wind is 
howling, head to the windiest bank and throw 
a Talon spinner bait. If the water is on the clear 
side, use the willow blades. Murky water will 
call for the Colorado blades.
  After lunch, start looking deep for bait and 
you will find bass that just flat live there year 
round. The electronics are key to this success 
and once you locate a sizeable wad of fish, pitch 
out a marker buoy and go to work. You can start 
with a Carolina rig using any big worm to fool 
the bass. Blue fleck, watermelon red and plum 

ShareLunker Season Begins October 1 (Continued from Page 17-A)

sors are not eligible for partici-pation in the 
program. 
  Anyone catching a fish that may qualify can 
call our toll-free, 24-hour pager at 1-888-784-
0600 (Octo-ber 1-April 30 only) or (903) 681-
0550. 
Tips for Proper Care and Handling of Lunker 
Bass
  Land the fish as quickly as possible. Playing a 
fish to exhaustion diminishes its chance of sur-
vival. If possible, refrain from using a dip net 
that has a mesh larger than ¼ inch and /or is 
not a smooth mesh. When using a net, always 
make sure it is wet before it touches the fish. 
Avoid excessive handling or dropping of the 
fish while removing the hook. The fish will ben-
efit from re-maining in water (boat livewell or 
a large cooler filled with water) while the hook 
is removed with needlenosed pliers. Hold the 
fish vertically by the lower lip while it is in the 
water so that the total weight of the fish doesn’t 
rest on the lower jaw. 
  Take the fish to a marina or closest certified 
scales as soon as possible. Transport the fish in 
a properly aerated live-well or a large cooler 
equipped with an aerator. 
  Before removing the fish from the transport 
container, have the certified scales ready for 

weighing. Try to arrange to hold the fish in the 
marina’s minnow vat after it is weighed.
  To reduce stress when removing the fish from 
the transport container for weigh-ing, move the 
fish as close as possible to the scales and hold-
ing vat before removal. If everything is ready 
before the fish is removed from the transport 
container, weighing time can be less than one 
minute.   
  It is best to sedate the fish in the transport 
container before weighing or taking pictures. 
Mari-nas and bait shops can supply the recom-
mended chemicals. Wet your hands before 
handling the fish. Lift the fish from the water 
vertically by clamping your thumb on the bot-
tom lip. To raise the fish into a horizontal posi-
tion, support the fish’s weight by placing your 
off-hand under the fish just behind the anal fin. 
This method should also be used if the fish is 
not sedated. Don’t roll back the lip in an effort 
to paralyze the fish. This can damage the lower 
jaw and hinder or prevent the fish from feed-
ing after being released. The fish should not be 
out of the water longer than 30 seconds. Per-
sons taking pictures should have their cameras 
ready before the fish is removed from the hold-
ing container. Holding the fish out of the water 
two to three minutes, or holding it in a plastic 

bag without proper aeration, causes stress that 
can damage the eyes or cause a bacterial and/
or fungal infection. Such damage could cause 
mortality even several weeks later. Note that 
stress is increased by extremes in temperatures 
and/or windy weather conditions. 
  Ideal water temperature for holding fish is 55 
to 75 degrees Fahrenheit, and the water tem-
perature should not be changed more than five 
or six degrees per hour. If water is aerated and 
treated with bacterial/ fungal retardant, low wa-
ter temperature may not be crucial. 
  Call Texas Parks and Wildlife Department at 
the numbers below as soon as possible with 
your name, where the fish is located, a tele-
phone number where you can be reached and 
when and where you caught the fish. Be sure to 
include your area code when leaving a message 
on the pager. Every attempt will be made to col-
lect the fish within 12 hours, sooner if possible. 
  To request pickup of a ShareLunker (large-
mouth bass 13 pounds or over, legally caught in 
Texas waters between October 1 and April 30), 
call (903) 681-0550 or page 1 (888) 784-0600 
and leave a number, including area code. 

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

October on the Fork   (Continued from Page 6-A)

Bent Tree Motel

381 W. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69N) Emory, TX ~ 903-473-0061
(Next Door To The Dairy Queen ~ 9 Miles from Lake Fork Boat Ramp) 

email: benttreemotel@gmail.com
30 Units

2 Double Queen 
Size or Full Size 

Beds
Boat Parking 

Available With 
Hook-Ups

3 Suites
2 ~ 1 Bedroom 
With Jacuzzi & 

Bathroom
1 ~ Family Suite

2 Bedroom
2 Bath

Room Amenities Include
Free wifi ~ Cable TV ~ Coffee Pot ~ 

Microwave oven
Refrigerator ~ Condiment Package ~ 

Alarm Clock ~ Hair Dryer

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Practice C.P.R.
Help Keep Our

Lake Clean

Brodie Bradshaw 
with David Ozio

Justin Bradshaw 
with David Ozio

Keldon Bradshaw 
with David Ozio

Mark Spaeth with 
David Ozio

Lance Grantham from Tulia, TX., received a 
replica of his 2014 winning bass in the Sealy 
Outdoors Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork. I must 
say I really like his T-shirt.

  Bubba Sadler from Gladewater, Texas brought the 
heaviest bass of the tournament to the scales weigh-
ing 9.48-pounds. Bubba weighed his winning fish 
on Saturday in the 8 to 9 o’clock hour. For his catch 
he won a 2015 Triton 20TRX powered by Mercury, 
2015 Ram Truck plus $7,000 in cash, plus $2,000 for 
the bonus hour.
  Weighing in the second heaviest bass of the tour-
nament with a weight of 8.84-pounds was Stephen 
Fatheree from Alba, Texas. Stephen weighed his bass 

in during the 9 to 10 o’clock hour on Saturday. For 
his catch he won a 2015 Triton 19TRX powered by 
Mercury, 2015 Ram Truck plus $2,000 in cash plus 
$1,000 for the hourly. Our office and Sealy Outdoors 
office has had numerous calls of protest in regards 
to Stephen being a guide on Lake Fork and not eli-
gible to fish the tournament. True, Stephen is a guide 
on Lake Fork, but they need to read the rules. The 
rules clearly state any guide on the lake that has had 
a compensated guide trip within 90 days is ineligible 
to compete in the tournament. Mr. Fatheree had not 
taken a guide trip beyond that time making him as 
eligible as any other angler in the tournament as was 
proven in the polygraph test that he passed.
  The third heaviest bass of the tournament to come 
to the scales weighed 8.76-pounds. This bass was 
caught by James Williams from Jonesboro, Louisi-
ana and weighed in during the 7 to 8 o’clock hour on 
Saturday. For his catch he won a 2015 Triton 18TRX 
powered by Mercury, plus $1,000 in cash, plus $1,000 
for the hourly.
  The fourth heaviest bass of the tournament was 
weighed in on Sunday during the 7 to 8 o’clock hour. 
This winner was caught by Donald Beleck, III from 
Laurel, Mississippi and weighed 8.51-pounds. For his 
catch he won $8,000 plus $1,000 for the hourly.
  Scott Davis from Bossier City, Louisiana weighed 
in the fifth heaviest bass of the tournament winning 
him $6,000 in cash, plus $1,000 for the hourly. Scott 
weighed in his 8.05-pound bass during the 11 to 12 

o’clock hour on Friday.
   Tony Climer from Mesquite, Texas caught the heavi-
est bass under the slot winning him not only $900 in 
the hour, but the bonus cash for his bass of $2,500.
  As in all of Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Tournaments, all 
the cash and prizes are guaranteed. The exact weights 
of 2.50-pounds were not brought to the scales during 
the course of the tournament. In an open drawing of all 
the entries $5,000 was awarded to Phillip Hope from 
Kaufman, Texas, Jeremy Davis from Benton, Arkan-
sas, and Robert Dennison from St Louis, Missouri. 
In the Elimination Drawing, Clayton Belanger from 
Orange, Texas won a 2015 Triton 189TRX powered 
by Mercury.
  For the Kidfish finals visit Sealyoutdoors.com for 
the results.
  Anglers can now mark their calendars for the 30th 
Annual Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash to be held 
on Lake Fork September 17, 18, 19, 2016. This being 
Bob’s 30th Anniversary, 1st Place in each hour will be 
$3,000. This means if you catch one in the bonus T-
shirt hour, it will be worth $6,000. Good luck and we 
hope to see you on Lake Fork “The Big Bass Capital 
of Texas”.
  
  For more information and the daily hourly weights 
go to www.sealy outdoors.com. To learn more about 
Sealy Outdoors Tournaments and schedules you can 
contact Nicole Sealy at nicolesealy@sealyoutdoors.
com or call 409-382-3876 or 888-698-2591.    

all work well. A standup head is also a great 
tool for these fish using the same worms. My 
mantra is “if I can see them, I can catch them”. 
It’s game on for video fishing and the drop shot 
rules the roost for this type of play. Put the 
worm right in front of their nose and wait for 
the rod to load up. It don’t get much better than 
that. If you spot the big arc’s suspended, dig out 
a 5 inch Talon spoon, count it down and hold 
on. A magnum fluke will work equally well if 

the wind is not howling.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in October 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a 
few dates open in October and some in Novem-
ber. I also have gift certificates available if you 
have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt of 
landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 409 
782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. 
You can follow me on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. I 
post my daily trip results on this page. I run a 
Skeeter FX with a Yamaha 250SHO and would 
like to thank Skeeter for making my office on 
the lake the best in the country. I would also 
like to thank G-Loomis, Talon Lures, Shimano 
and Lowrance for making my job the blast that 
it is. A special shout out to Nautical Mile Ma-
rine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me on 
the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, TexasPractice C.P.R.

Practice Safe
Boating

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
2712 N. Hwy. 17

Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

Newly Remodeled
MOTEL ROOMS

New Owners! New Management! NewAttitude!"

Visit Us Online
www.gofishfork.com

Winners in the Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash 
Kid’s Divisions.

Jayna Nance, representing St. Jude’s Children 
Hospital was presented a $10,000 donation 
from Sealy Outdoors. 

Top 5 Grand Prize Winners in the 2015 Sealy 
Outdoors Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork.

2015 Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash on Lake Fork
By: Don Hampton

  It was an exciting weekend on Lake Fork for 2,440 
anglers that came to this great reservoir to fish the 
29th Annual Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash Tourna-
ment held September 18, 19, and 20. Anglers could 
not have asked for better weather with a slight breeze 
and lower temperatures. Lake Fork did not produce 
the number of trophy bass it is known for, but as we 
all know, that is why it is called fishing and not catch-
ing.
  Anglers did report catching good numbers and large 
bass that did not quite touch the 24” mark or went over 
the lower end of the slot of 16”. There were a couple 
of anglers that visited with our game wardens that 

said they did not know there was a 16” to 24” slot on 
Lake Fork. These anglers were given a written expla-
nation of the state law and educated at their own cost. 
As all anglers know, whether fishing a tournament or 
just for recreation, all rules and state laws should be 
learned and adhered to before the first cast. KMOO 
radio station announced in almost every broadcast of 
the hourly updates the slot on Lake Fork and that all 
anglers should measure their catches before coming to 
the scales. Tonya and Kimberly of KMOO 99.9 FM 
Radio did an excellent job on informing anglers of the 
hourly updated weights and the rules and regulations 
of Lake Fork.
  Over the course of the three day tournament there 
were 818 bass weighed in for a total weight of 
1,510.56-pounds. With fifteen places being paid per 
hour and added bonus card hours and T-Shirt hours 
many anglers were not only satisfied with a great 

weekend of fishing but with a lot of extra cash in their 
pockets.
  Through the course of the tournament, Lake Fork and 
anglers only produced eleven bass over the 24” slot. 
This made many of the anglers that brought 2-pound 
average of bass to the scales happy increasing their 
pay. There were two over brought to the scales on Fri-
day, seven on Saturday, and two on Sunday.

(Continued on Next Page)

Texas Game Wardens Destroy $6 Million
Marijuana Farm on Cooper WMA

(See Texas Game Wardens..
    Continued on Page 23-A)

  Public hunters pursu-
ing feral hogs at Coo-
per Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in northeast 
Texas over the weekend 
stumbled upon a sophis-
ticated marijuana grow-
ing encampment having 
more than 6,500 mature 
plants with a street value 
estimated at more than 
$6 million.
  Alerted by the public 
hunters, Texas game 
wardens led a multi-
agency investigation of 
the well-established site 
tucked away in a re-
mote swampy area of the 
14,480-acre WMA about 
70 miles northeast of 
Dallas. Wardens found 
a campsite with tents, 
farming tools, fertilizer, 
a generator and water 
pump irrigation equip-
ment indicating the op-

eration had been ongo-
ing for some time.
  “This was not someone 
playing around and ex-
perimenting,” said Texas 
Game Warden Captain 
Steve Stapleton. “The 
camp was at least a mile 
from any road in some 
harsh conditions. They 
picked this spot on pur-

pose and spent day and 
night out there for some 
time. There was a lot of 
trash to clean up.”
An extensive search of 
the area from the air and 
on the ground by game 
wardens, Delta and Hop-
kins County Sheriff’s 
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Loomis RV Park, Boat Storage,

and Open Storage 
Located 2 Miles South of Yantis, Texas

on Highway 154 at Lake Fork
RV Lots Available

Monthly or Annual Leases Available, With Septic, 
Water, Garbage Provided. Covered Pavillion on site, 
small fishing pond, 1 mile from public boat ramp on 

Lake Fork.

Open Storage
Built in 2014

12 1/2’ x 50’ or 12 1/2’ x 25’
Under Roof Plus Electric

“Secure and Protected, Monthly or 
Annually!”

Call 903-383-3050

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

“Summer
Fun Time!”

Come In And See All 2015 Models In Stock

2015
Range Z520C

Comanche

2015
Triton

20 TRX

2015
Range Z520C

2015
Triton

22 TRX
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    “Bassin’ With Bubba 
Guide  Services”

Lake Fork
“The Big Bass 

Capital of Texas”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

903-383-7748 or 903-360-6994

www.bassinwithbubba.com NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes

Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK

email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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“If That’s Your Fishing Hole, Where’s Your Mailbox?”

Fish Friendly Keep Our Lake 
Clean

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

For Sale!!!
2009 Legend 211 Alpha

$35,995
Fully Loaded, Ready To Fish!

Mercury 250 Pro XS, Less than 350 Hours, MinnKota 
Trolling Motor, Solar Panel Charger, (2) Lowrance 

HDS-8, HDS-5, Hydro Wave, Tandem Axle Galvanized 
Trailer, Stainless Steel Fenders, Easy Step System,

Immaculate Condition, Storage Garage Kept
Contact Don Bubba Hampton  903-360-6994

By: Don Hampton
“Back by Special Requests”

  When Bubba speaks of owning something, you 
can bet it is definitely his stuff. He is also very 
possessive over his stuff! Everyone knows Bub-
ba needs stuff especially Bubbette and when 
he gets out of hand getting stuff, she puts him 
straight again. What Bubba truly cannot under-
stand is people laying claim to something that 
can’t possibly be theirs.
  When it comes to fishing in public waters he is 
under the impression that those waters actually 
belong to the State of Texas. He also holds dear 
the belief that anyone that purchases a fishing 
license and abides by the laws can fish those 
waters anytime and anywhere they so desire. 
After all this is Texas and Bubba even has a 
bumper sticker that reads, “MADE IN TEXAS 
BY TEXANS”. So, what Bubba would really 
like to know is if there has been a new “Home-
stead Act” put in effect that he has not heard of 
that allows anglers to claim portions of water. If 
so, he is going to be out of luck because Bub-
bette won’t let him get anymore stuff!
  If there has not been a new “Homestead Act” 
implemented why are so many anglers claiming 
waters? It seems more and more that Bubba is 
hearing, “That’s my fishing hole, you can’t go 
there!” Some anglers will say this in a sports-
manship jest, but then again you hear some say 
it with meaning. Bubba has the tendency to 

laugh with the sportsmen and laugh at the oth-
ers.
  Bubba had a long extensive conversation with 
one of the latter the other day on Lake Fork. 
Bubba was out fishing one of his favorite spots, 
(it’s even called “Community Hump”), when 
he was made to feel like he’d eaten someone 
else’s fried chicken at a family reunion. Well, 
Bubba doesn’t stay in a hurt mood for too long 
at a time and soon put the chicken bones on an-
other plate. He apologized for trespassing and 
not spotting the individual’s mailbox when he 
pulled in with his boat. Bubba didn’t let it stop 
there though! This boy has seen an Enquirer and 
has an inquiring mind.
  The next thing Bubba wanted to know was if he 
had pulled in the driveway or ran over his lawn 
because his trolling motor did tear up some lily 
pads and he didn’t want to be held responsible. 
Well this gave the other boat something to dis-
cuss, but they were soon interrupted by Bubba’s 
next question.  “What do property and school 
taxes run a year on a place like this?” Bubba 
sincerely asked. “I’ve been thinking of getting 
a place like this of my own to retire to but don’t 
know if Bubbette and me can quite afford it! 
And, seeing you are a guide, is this portion of 
the lake zoned business or residential and where 
does your property line end?” Bubba went on 
to add with all the conviction and sincerity of 
a Baptist preacher at a hot summer night tent 
revival. Well the only reply Bubba got referred 

to his mother and something about his heritage 
and then they left. He thought they didn’t show 
very much sportsmanship and they weren’t very 
sociable either because they wouldn’t even ac-
cept his invitation over.
  Bubba being the type of person he is didn’t 
wish to trespass on this individual’s property 
anymore. To make sure of this he followed 
them all day to see if he had any other property 
on the lake with maybe a mailbox in front of it. 
Bubba did not locate one at any of the places 
they went to and fished. He did of course mark 
the spots on his GPS and gave them to all his 
friends so they would know these spots did not 
belong to anyone and they would not be tres-
passing if they fished there. Bubba is just that 
kind of guy!
  Another drawback on individuals that claim 
fishing holes as their own is that now you 
have Bubba thinking! If the fish school there, 
shouldn’t you pay school taxes? If you plant a 
cedar tree there, isn’t that an improvement and 
property value would increase thus increasing 
your property taxes?
  So, when you are out on the lake, if you are 
one of those that seriously claims a fishing hole 
as your own, Bubba just might call the tax as-
sessor on you!  

Texas Game Wardens Destroy $6 Million
Marijuana Farm on Cooper WMA (Continued from 21-A)

Offices, Texas Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice 
tracking dogs and Texas 
Department of Public 
Safety troopers netted 
no arrests. Officials de-
stroyed all the marijuana 
on site and seized the 
property and equipment.
  “The destruction to the 
habitat and the damage 
these people did to the 
environment is probably 
the worst part,” said Tex-
as Game Warden Chris 
Fried. “They cut mature 
hardwood trees, includ-
ing a pin oak that was at 
least five foot in diame-
ter, and cleared parts of a 
levee that will take many 
years to recover. The 
chemicals they sprayed, 
insecticides and pesti-
cides that contaminated 
the soil and eventually 
run off into the streams 
will have lasting im-

pacts.”
  Fried said illegal mari-
juana growing opera-
tions are not unheard of 
in remote areas, both on 
public and private lands, 
but it is uncommon to 
catch the illegal farmers 
in the act.
  “It’s something we keep 
our ears open to, but this 
is the first one I’ve seen 
on Cooper,” he said.
  In all probability, the 
growers would have 
harvested their crops and 
left prior to the archery 
deer season opener in 
early October.
“They would’ve folded 
up shop by October 1 
ahead of archery deer 
season opening, but ob-
viously didn’t figure in 
the opening of teal and 
feral hog hunting sea-
son in mid-September,” 
Stapleton noted.

  Instead, they got an 
early season wakeup 
as their efforts to grow 
marijuana crops valued 
at $6 million went up in 
smoke.
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Bubba Sadler from Gladewater, Texas won 1st Place in the 29th Sealy 
Outdoors Big Bass Splash with this 9.48-pound bass.

Stephen Fatheree from Alba, Texas won 2nd Place in the 29th Sealy 
Outdoors Big Bass Splash with this 8.84-pound bass.

James Williams from Jonesboro, Lousiana won 3rd Place in the 29th 
Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash with this 8.76-pound bass. (See Story 
on Page 4-A)

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork
Open Bass Tournament Oct. 24th
Oak Ridge Marina See Entry on 7-B

By Don Hampton   
  
  For you anglers that 
are not only big fans 
of fishing Lake Fork 
but also love doing it 
with Berkley and Se-
bile baits, here is the 
time you have been 

waiting for. The 10th 
Annual Berkley Big 
Bass Tournament on 
Lake Fork hosted by 
Bass Champs October 
17th and 18th will be 
at Lake Fork Marina 
just off Highway 17N. 
Registration times 

will be Friday Octo-
ber 16th from 12 to 8 
P.M. and on October 
17th and 18th from 
4:30 A.M. to 7 A.M. at 
tournament headquar-
ters. Entry fee for one 
(See Berkley Big Bass
   Continued on Page 7-A)


