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“Always Loved Never Forgotten!” Lake Fork lost a good friend on June 
10th when Lew Conder passed away to fish on heavenly waters. Lew 
had many friends on Lake Fork and all who knew him will miss him. He 
was President of Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork for 8 years and 
Vice President of ‘The Wish To Fish Foundation’. He loved fishing and 
was known best by his yellow Ford truck and yellow and black Skeeter.  
Many of us have lost a near and dear friend that will never be forgotten!

Eric Blane from Montgomery, TX., was the big winner in the 23rd An-
nual Skeeter Owners Tournament held on Lake Fork June 11th and 
12th. Eric brought to the scales a lunker weighing 9.04-lbs. For his 
catch he took home a 2016 Skeeter FX 20 powered by a Yamaha 250 
SHO plus $700 for the hourly. (See Full Story on Page 4-A)

Simpson Rushing from Forney, TX., caught the heaviest bass under the 
16” slot during the 23rd Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament weighing 
2.81-lbs. For his catch he took home a 2016 Yamaha Viking Side by Side 
and an hourly check for $600. (See Full Story on Page 4-A)

Congratulations to the ‘Top Seven’ winners in the 8th Annual Lake Fork 
Catfish Classic, Johnny Northcutt tournament winner 12.04 pound cat-
fish, Phillip Lasswell second place, David Driskell third place, Roger 
Stroman fourth place, James Lasswell fifth place, John Compton sixth 
place and Royce Dollison seventh place.    (See Full Story on Page 5-A)
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ATTENTION: R.V. PADSITE RENTERS

For the cost of renting/leasing you can own your own 
deeded (general warranty deed) lake property with 

the following amenities:

Don’t rent -- OWN!

* GUARANTEED FINANCING
* Security gated
* Clubhouse with restaurant
* Central water & sewer systems
* Swimming pool
* Condos for your family & guests
* Playground for the children
* Playroom with pool table and foozeball
* Miniature golf
* Boat ramps on Lake Fork
* Fishing piers on Lake Fork
* Stocked interior fishing ponds
* RV Campground with full  hook-ups
* His and Her showers
* Laundromat

YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL FOR LESS OR ONLY PENNIES MORE 
THAN THE ANNUAL COST OF YOUR RENTED PAD.

Holiday Villages of Lake Fork    Call: 903-878-7263

Lake Fork Waterfront Property
Starting At $19,900

MUST SELL!! LAKE FORK!! Owner Financed. Call 903-878-7265

“Bubba has a personality for every bait in his tackle box!”
By: Don Hampton
 
  When you speak of people susceptible to 
personality changes, I do hope that Bubba 
crosses your mind. If you have ever been 
fishing with him, you know exactly what I 
mean.
  Bubba is the kind of guy that has a howdy 
and a smile for everyone he meets. Very sel-
dom will you find him not in a good mood. 
He even has a knack for cheering people up 
that are in a bad mood. I would say Bubba 
missed his calling in life. He should have 
been in the entertainment field instead of the 
hay field because when you go fishing with 
him it is more than fishing it is entertain-
ment. You are not just fishing with Bubba 
but also with all the personalities he shifts 
into with each type of bait he ties on his line. 
We all know about Bubba’s stuff. He’s the 
one that bought a bigger boat so he could 
carry more stuff. If there were a Guinness 
Record for the largest tackle box, Bubba’s 
name would be beside it. His boat is his tack-
le box. This is the reason he can’t go fishing 
in any of his buddies’ boats, he couldn’t get 
his tackle box in it. With each name brand 
lure in Bubba’s tackle box he has a personal-
ity he ties on with it.
  When he ties on a Rebel lure, you can al-
most see the ghost of James Dean beside 
him, but with Bubba it is “Rebel With A 

Cause!” When he ties on a Zoom, it becomes 
a “Zoom-Smackdaddy” with all the sound 
effects that go with it. With every cast you 
will hear him go “zoooooom” and when he 
sets the hook on a hawg, it is always “smack-
daddy”.
  This applies except when he ties on a Zoom 
Centipede, commonly known to anglers as a 
fry. Then Bubba becomes “Fry-Daddy”.
  The personality of Bubba’s that I personally 
like the best is when he ties on a Tiki Wave 
Worm. With knees slightly bent he will hop 
from foot to foot doing his little chant that 
goes with it. I had to sneak to the front of 
the boat during this ceremony to understand 
what he was saying, but I got the full mean-
ing. His chant with the Tiki Wave Worm is 
“umm by galla-- show me where the big bass-
walla-- an I’ll give em something to swalla”.
This one really seems to work the best for 
him.
  Bubba could care less how the manufac-
turer’s name is spelled when it comes to his 
shifting fishing personalities. A perfect ex-
ample of this is Lockhart Lures. To Bubba 
when he ties one of these lures on it means 
his heart is locked on catching the big one. 
He is just waiting for one of those big girls 
(bass) to come tug on his heartstring.
  If you see Bubba on the front of his boat 
acting like a World War II fighter pilot you 
know he has a “Bomber” tied on. If you hear 

him singing the old song “Norman My Love” 
he has a DD-22 tied on. If he starts talking 
like a hippie and doing his Cheech & Chong 
impressions, he has a Berkley tied on. If he 
is acting wildly excited he has a “Frenzy” 
tied on. If you see Bubba acting like a samu-
rai or someone out of a Bruce Lee movie you 
can bet he has a Yamamoto Custom Bait tied 
on.
  When Bubba has a Terminator Lure tied on, 
Arnold has nothing on him. He becomes the 
bad boy of the lake. Whether he catches fish 
on his spot or not before he leaves, in his 
deep Mr. Arnold Schwarzenegger voice you 
can hear him say, “I’ll be back!”
  All these characters Bubba leaves on the 
boat until the next excursion out on a lake. 
  Bubbette still thinks he is a Fly-Fisherman, 
because every time he gets the chance to go 
fishing, he flies out of the house. 

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

“Summer is Fun Time!”
Come In And See All 2016 Models In Stock

2016 Ranger Z521C

2016 Ranger RP 190

Vineyard Enterprises, Inc.

649 E. Lennon Hwy 69
Emory, Texas 75440

903-513-0089 or 903-285-4275
email: stevenwood75440@yahoo.com or 

vineray@gmail.com
Buy & Sell Boats & RV's

High Quality At A Reasonable Price
Consignments Welcome 

Tri-Lakes Storage
Vineyard Enterprises has completed the storage facility 

expansion at Lake Bob Sandlin to include more enclosed 
boat storage with 8' high doors to accommodate boats with 

talons,  units are 33' deep and 12' wide. Expansion also 
included carports of 35' and 50' for large trailers and motor 

homes. Facility is fenced with gated entry and video security. 
Open parking is also available.   Consignment for boats and 

auto is now available for this location.  
Contact Ray Vineyard 903-285-4275 or vineray@gmail.com
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Deep Cranking Session (Continued from Page 18-A)

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Welcome all high School
tournament anglers and 

visitors to Lake Fork

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

has an incredible para-
bolic bend. This helps 
with casting as well as 
landing fish. I normally 
use 15lb fluorocarbon 
line, occasionally step-
ping down to 12lb test 
if I need to get a little 
deeper.
  We have been fortu-
nate over the past sev-
eral years to have some 
important advance-
ments in lure design 
available. Crankbaits 
are diving deeper than 
ever. There was a time 
hitting that 20’ depth 
was the Holy Grail of 
cranking. These days 
it’s not unusual to be 
digging bottom in 25’ 
or deeper with the right 
equipment. My deep 
crank of choice is the 
Duo Realis G87. There 
is a deep model (15A) 
and an extra deep mod-
el (20A). I honestly 
believe it’s a game 
changer when it comes 
to crankbaits. The lure 
has a built in magnetic 
weight transfer system. 

I could go into detail 
about how it works, but 
I’ll just put it this way: 
I can cast it 30% further 
than any other crank-
bait on the market. It 
casts like a bullet, even 
into the wind. It gets 
down deeper with less 
effort as well. 
  Next time you’ve 
marked a few fish, but 
can’t get them to bite 

the jig, Carolina rig, or 
spoon, try knocking on 
their door with a crank-
bait. Sometimes I see 
my customers cringe 
when I break out the 
deep divers. Yes, it 
may seem too much 
like work to some, 
however it’s a valuable 
tool that definitely has 
a place in our pursuit 
of big bass.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

23rd Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  June 9th thru 12th found Skeeters buzzing all 
over Lake Fork! The 23rd Annual Skeeter Own-
ers Tournament on Lake Fork set a new record in 
attendance with over 2,200 anglers from different 
states coming to this great reservoir to compete. 
The tournament was conducted by BassChamps 
with funny man Fish Fishburne emceeing the 
event.
  With the chance of winning one of the ten checks 
given away each hour in this customer apprecia-
tion event anglers were filled with anticipation. 
Not only could they win a new 2016 Skeeter FX 
20 powered by a Yamaha 250 SHO for the heavi-
est bass caught in the tournament, if they caught 
the heaviest under the slot they would be taking 
home a 2016 Yamaha Viking Side by Side.
  Fishing dates for the tournament were Saturday 
and Sunday. Pay hours were on the second half of 
the hour from 7 am to 3 pm on Saturday and 7 am 
to 12 pm on Sunday.
  Lake Fork is a slot lake with any bass between 
16” and 24” deemed an illegal bass. Bass in this 
category can not be brought to the weigh-in which 
made 2-pound bass and up the main money win-
ners during the course of the tournament.
  There were ten bass over the slot brought to the 

in during the last hour of the tournament when 
Simpson Rushing from Forney, Texas weighed 
in a healthy 2.81-pound bass. He came in 2nd in 
the hour winning a check for $600, but also took 
home a 2016 Yamaha Viking Side by Side.
  The 24th Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament on 
Lake Fork will be held the second week of June 
2017. With the attendance this year, Skeeter own-
ers better make their reservations early. 

weigh-in. The big bass hour started during the 
11 o’clock hour of the first day when three were 
weighed in. Jacob Bruener from Douglas, Texas 
weighed in an 8.42-pound bass; Edward Holland 
from Allen, Texas weighed an 8.36-pound bass; 
Darrell Gilbert from Pleasanton, Texas weighed 
an 8.26-pound bass. During the 12 o’clock hour 
Charles Humphreys from Dallas, Texas weighed 
in a 7.54-pound bass. In the 1 o’clock hour David 
May from Plano, Texas weighed in an 8.04-pound 
bass. Finishing up the first day of competition 
Adrian Barnes from Belton, Texas weighed in a 
7.76-pound bass.
  On Sunday during the 9 o’clock hour Eric Blaine 
from Montgomery, Texas weighed in a 9.04-pound 
bass. In the 10 o’clock hour Randy Murphy from 
Henderson, Texas weighed in an 8.28-pound bass. 
Kevin Davis from Mustang, Oklahoma weighed 
in a 7.62-pound bass during the 11 o’clock hour. 
In the 12 o’clock hour the last over for the tourna-
ment came to the scales. Greg Guy from Austin, 
Texas brought a 6.93-pound bass to the scales.
  Eric Blaine’s 9.04-pound bass held up as the 
heaviest bass of the tournament and for his catch 
he took home a 2016 Skeeter FX 20 powered by 
a Yamaha 250 SHO and a check for $700 for the 
hour he weighed in.
  The heaviest bass under the slot was weighed 

Help Us To Be The 
Best.... Plan Your Trips 

To Lake Fork With 
“The Fisherman’s 

Guide News” News or 
Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 

or 903-360-6994
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A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Bent Tree Motel

381 W. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69N) Emory, TX ~ 903-473-0061
(Next Door To The Dairy Queen ~ 9 Miles from Lake Fork Boat Ramp) 

email: benttreemotel@gmail.com
30 Units

2 Double Queen 
Size or Full Size 

Beds
Boat Parking 

Available With 
Hook-Ups

3 Suites
2 ~ 1 Bedroom 
With Jacuzzi & 

Bathroom
1 ~ Family Suite

2 Bedroom
2 Bath

Room Amenities Include
Free wifi ~ Cable TV ~ Coffee Pot ~ 

Microwave oven
Refrigerator ~ Condiment Package ~ 

Alarm Clock ~ Hair Dryer

Ashley Spaeth with 
David Ozio

Cody Collier with Da-
vid Ozio

Mark Spaeth with 
David Ozio

Zach Turner with 
David Ozio

“Summer bite is on!” (Continued from Page 6-A)

for extra bites to fulfill the morning. A Texas rig 
blue fleck power worm fished with a 3/8 ounce 
tungsten weight in that same depth range will also 
deliver some rod bending results.
   If you are headed out to Lake Fork in July search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be 
a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few dates 
open in July and some in August. I also have gift 
certificates available if you have friends or loved 
one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. 
You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail 

me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Lake-
ForkGuideDavidOzio. I run a Skeeter FXi with a 
Yamaha 250SHO and would like to thank Skee-
ter for making my office on the lake the best in 
the country. I would also like to thank G-Loomis, 
Shimano and Talon Lures for making my job the 
blast that it is. A special shout out to Nautical Mile 
Marine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me 
on the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 

Johnny Northcutt of Point, Texas Wins the 2016 Lake Fork Catfish Classic
By Dick Walker

(June 26 – Lake Fork, TX).  The 8th Annual 
Lake Fork Catfish Classic concluded on Sunday 
with Johnny Northcutt of Point, Texas taking the 
$5000 bonus prize for the largest fish weighed in 
the two-day tournament.  Northcutt landed his 
12.04-pound channel catfish on Saturday during 
the 11:00 to 12:00 hour.   
  Northcutt and all the other tournament anglers 
competed individually for big catfish with cash 
prizes awarded for the four largest fish weighed 
each hour and bonuses paid to those catching the 
largest seven fish overall.  Including the hourly 
payout, Northcutt collected a total of $5400 for 
his fish. This year’s payout for all hourly and tour-
nament top finishers was $24,000.    
  Phillip Lasswell of Lufkin, Texas took second 
place and pocketed $3,100 in hourly and bonus 
money for a 11.81 pound channel cat weighed 
during the seventh fishing hour on Sunday.  David 
Driskell of Crockett, Texas captured third place 
and a $1,600 reward for his 9.57 pound channel 
cat that he caught on Saturday along with a first 
and a third during the hourly payouts.  Roger 
Stroman of Emory, Texas placed fourth with a 
9.56 pound channel worth a $800 payday. James 

Lasswell of Stephenville, Texas pocketed $300 
for his fifth place 9.18 pound cat along with $800 
in hourly winnings.  John Compton of Chandler, 
TX followed in sixth place with a 7.91 pound cat-
fish and rounding out the top seven was Royce 
Dollison of Ben Wheeler Texas, with a nice 7.67 
pounder.
  The most active hourly winners were brothers 
James and Phillip Lasswell with 6 fish weighed 
during the course of the two-day tournament.  The 
top youth angler was Cash Harrison of Tyler, Tex-
as with a 5.58 pound channel cat.  Tonya Brown 
of Lindale, Texas took top ladies honors with 6.09 
pounds.  Phillip Lasswell of Lufkin, Texas, topped 
all seniors with a 11.81 pound channel.   
  The Lake Fork Catfish Classic is organized by 
the Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association. Oak 
Ridge Marina served as its host.  The Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association is a non-profit organiza-
tion that was formed in 1999 to promote and help 
conserve Lake Fork as a world-class fishery.  Its 
members are mainly lake-area homeowners, busi-
nesses, and guides.  More information on the As-
sociation and its mission can be found on face-
book and its web-site, www.lakeforksa.com. 
  The Lake Fork Catfish Classic’s major under-
writers are the Wood County Industrial Commis-

sion and City National Bank.  Other important 
sponsors include Scotty’s Magic Bait, and Brook-
shires of Emory.  Contributors include True Val-
ue Hardware of Quitman, McCoy Fishing Line 
Company, Texas Ranch Outfitters, Bass Champs 
Tournament Trail, Danny King Punch Bait and 
Costa Sunglasses.  
  A special thanks goes to Don Hampton and Leg-
end Boats for the use of their stage and scales.  
KMOO 99.9 FM served as the event’s official ra-
dio station.
  The 2017 event is tentatively scheduled for June 
24 and 25, 2017.  Details and other information 
will be posted on the Lake Fork Sportsman’s As-
sociation facebook page and web-site as they are 
developed.
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"The 
Fisherman's 
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"The 

Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
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(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
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The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 
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Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

“Attention Anglers”
Dog Days of Summer

Are Here!
Catch the Big Fish, Not A Big

Thirst!! We Have The Cure 
For Your Thirst!  The Big Bass

Is Your Job!

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

Friday-Sunday

By David Ozio

  “This summer is in full fledged blister mode 
right now and, believe it or not, it’s the perfect 
time to be on the water to bag a true trophy bass. 
This happens to be my favorite time of the year as 
the behemoth green fish start to group up on deep 
structure and make easier targets for all skill sets 
of bass fishermen. Kids, especially during this 
time frame, love the action because we use a lot 
of drop shots and Carolina rigs to entice the tro-
phy bass to the net. This is astronomical fun using 
light line and a vertical presentation will get the 
job done in rod bending fashion.
  We have had plenty of rain this year and the lake 
is in awesome shape. The high water has pro-
duced great spawns over the past two seasons and 

the future for Fork couldn’t be brighter. There are 
tons of small bass rambling the lake and these will 
grow to the next generations share-a-lunker. July 
is a great month to target all sizes of bass using 
top water, crankbaits and drop shots. It’s all about 
locating the fish and then it’s game on. Electron-
ics play a huge roll in finding these huge schools 
of bass and the more time you spend graphing 
the key locations, the greater the chance to have 
a monumental day. Main lake points, ridges, road 
beds and pond dams should be your locations of 
focus and pay close attention to the 18-24ft range. 
Even if you only see a group of ten fish at a given 
depth, pitch out a marker buoy and spend fifteen 
minutes to see if you can get the bass to commit. 
If nothing rattles your cage, move on to the next 
location. Let’s say you see a ton of good arc’s 
at the next spot. My first choice is the drop shot 
rigged with a Talon Carolina Worm or a Robo-
worm. Use any color you want as long as it is red. 
Drop straight down to them and barely jiggle the 
rod tip. Active fish will load the rod and you may 
think your hung up. Set the hook and figure out 
the rest later. If the drop shot is not your game, 
throw a Carolina rig or a football jig to the area 
where you first spotted the bass. On the C-rig, you 
might try a fluke, brush hog or a Zoom magnum 
trick worm. Under bright sun, I will use redbug or 

plum colors and when it’s cloudy, any version of 
green pumpkin will suffice. As for the jig, PB&J, 
Mexican Heather or black/brown/amber will do 
the trick. Match a craw trailer to the jig and your 
in business.
  The topwater bite will be good early and late on 
main lake points and a Zara Spook is the ticket. 
Yellow Magic’s will catch their share of fish but 
the spook bags the big one’s. This bite only lasts 
about an hour but it is well worth being on the 
water early as daylight has it’s own majesty. Once 
this bite stops, move the boat out to about 15ft 
and throw a C-rig, squarebill or jig up to the 5-7ft 
range and work it back slowly. This will account 

Record Funding from Texas Legislature Fuels Giant Salvinia Awareness Effort
  Bolstered by a record appropriation from 
the Texas Legislature, the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, river authorities 
and other partners are stepping up the war 
against aquatic invasive species, including 
one of the most noxious pests--giant sal-
vinia.
  With the busy summer boating season get-
ting underway, a major public awareness 
campaign is calling for boaters to help 
stop the spread of this destructive invader, 
which can severely limit fishing, swim-
ming and boating access and displace na-
tive beneficial plants that are used as habi-
tat by fish.
 Giant salvinia, a non-native plant first 
found in Texas in 1997, is a free-floating 
fern that can double in size in just a few 
days and can form mats up to three feet 
thick. It can take over an entire lake cove in 
a matter of weeks, choking out all aquatic 
life below its thick mats and making boat-
ing, swimming or fishing impossible.
  Once giant salvinia becomes established 
in a lake, it is nearly impossible to com-
pletely remove, though Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department staff have been suc-
cessful in eradicating giant salvinia in 
some lakes when it was spotted early and 
confined to the area immediately around a 
boat ramp.
  This summer’s awareness campaign re-
minds boaters to “Clean, Drain and Dry” 
their boats, trailers, and gear before travel-
ing from one lake or river to another, since 

boats are the main 
way aquatic inva-
sive species like 
giant salvinia are 
spread. Although 
the emphasis is on 
encouraging people 
to do the right thing 
voluntarily, it is il-
legal to possess or 
transport any exotic 
aquatic plant or ani-
mal listed as harm-
ful or potentially 
harmful, with pos-
sible fines of $25-
$500.
  The giant salvin-
ia awareness cam-
paign is funded pri-
marily with state 
dollars, with addi-
tional contributions 
from the Sabine 
River Authority and 
Brazos River Au-
thority. The “Clean, 
Drain, Dry” cam-
paign includes tar-
geted online and ra-
dio ads, billboards, 
gas station adver-
tising, and emails. 
The campaign in-
cludes humorous 

videos starring the 
“Lake Dudes,” ani-
mated characters 
designed to engage 
boaters and encour-
age social media 
sharing.
  This is the first 
time since 2011 that 
TPWD has been 
able to fund a giant 
salvinia awareness 
campaign, made 
possible through a 
record funding in-
crease in state dol-
lars to manage 
aquatic invasive 

species. In 2015, the 
Texas Legislative 
appropriated $6.6 
million to Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department for the 
2016-2017 bienni-
um to address state-
wide management 
of aquatic invasive 
species, an increase 
from $1.1 million 
in the previous two-
year funding cycle. 
The salvinia cam-
paign is part of a 
broader, statewide 
effort that uses the 

increased funding to 
control giant salvin-
ia and other aquatic 
invasive species.
  The public can 
learn more about gi-
ant salvinia at http://
texasinvasives.org/
giantsalvinia.
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” “Deep Cranking Session”

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

“Help Keep Our Lake Clean! 
Dispose of Your Trash Properly!”

By Andrew Grills

  Summertime in Texas... Yep, it’s hot. It doesn’t 
get much hotter than a midday deep cranking ses-
sion. It’s about the most physically strenuous sce-
nario we face on the water. However, the burning 
forearms, the sweat dripping down the forehead, 
the soreness of the wrist... it is all forgotten in the 
moment you feel the head shake and a big bass 
has engulfed your crankbait. 
  The fact of the matter is a deep diving crankbait 
has the power to trigger bites from bass that ig-
nore other presentations, and it delivers big bites. 

This is why a deep-diving crankbait is one of the 
first tools I reach for in the summer for big fish. 
  It’s no mystery to me why deep cranking produc-
es big sacks of fish consistently. Bigger bass are 
often duped by a “reaction presentation” of some 
sort. Whether it’s a lipless bait ripping through 
grass, a heavy jig falling in front of their nose, or 
a crankbait careening through their hangout, big 
bass are fooled when they make a hasty decision. 
  In deep cranking, there is always a “sweet spot”. 
It may be a rock or laydown log, but there is some-
thing down there that triggers a reaction when the 
crankbait deflects off of it. Often, it takes the per-
fect cast, at the perfect angle, to unlock an area’s 
true potential. When that precise spot and angle 
are pinpointed the crankbait can do things I be-
lieve nothing else will.
  When approaching summertime fishing, we are 
looking at typical deep structure such as points, 
humps, and roadbeds. I rely on my graphs to tell 
me whether the fish are present. Once that is es-
tablished, I like to make a few casts with a crank-
bait to try and “fire up” the school. Getting that 
first bite can lead to triggering a frenzy of activity. 
I find that I get more bites paralleling the structure 
with the crankbait, as opposed to casting from 
deep to shallow or vice versa. 
  I never throw a crankbait if I can’t reach the bot-
tom with one or make contact with some form of 

cover. For instance, we will occasionally see bass 
suspended in tree tops that are well beneath the 
surface. Even if I’m in 35 feet of water, if the top 
of that tree is in a crankable depth I will still try to 
hit the branches with my crankbait. Nearly every 
bite I can recall that I’ve had cranking has been 
while my lure is making contact with something. 
Therefore, if the fish are suspended and I can’t 
bang the crankbait against something near them, 
there are probably better lure choices.
  When I do hit something with my crankbait, I 
like to hit it hard. I want to wake up whatever lives 
down there. That is why I use a 7.2:1 ratio, high-
speed reel. I know that kind of goes against the 
old school logic of low geared, slow retrieve reels 
for deep cranking. Yes, using a lower speed ratio 
takes a little torque off of the forearm, but I feel 
like I get bit better with a fast retrieve. My typical 
retrieve is nearly as fast as I can turn the handle.
  The perfect cranking reel for me is the Shimano 
Curado. I like it because it has a large spool ca-
pacity which is important for long casts. My fa-
vorite thing about the Curado is that it will cast 
a crankbait a mile. The biggest challenge in deep 
cranking is getting the lure out far enough to get it 
down to the desired depth. I pair the Curado with 
a G. Loomis Deep Flex Crankbait rod. I use the 
7’5” heavy action. It’s a stout rod for cranking but 

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Happy 4th of July
“Let Freedom Ring!

“IN STOCK”

Stocking 

Dealer For:

(See Deep Cranking....Continued on Page 21-A)

TPWD Kicks Off Fourth Year of Youth Arts Contest
  Texas State Parks 
and the “Get to 
Know” organization 
are partnering for 
the fourth annual 
Youth Arts Contest. 
The contest runs 
through Nov. 1 and 
anyone 19 and un-
der can enter works 
of art inspired by 
the natural beauty 
in any state park.
“Everyone enjoys 
state parks in differ-
ent ways and this is 
a fun way for young 
people to express 
their experiences,” 
said Russell Fish-
beck, deputy direc-
tor of Texas State 
Parks.

  The Texas Parks 
and Wildlife De-
partment’s Youth 
Arts Contest en-
courages youth to 
share their outdoor 
experiences using 
art, writing, pho-
tography, video and 
music. Works will 
be entered in both 
the state and na-
tional Get to Know 
Contests.
This year ’s contest 
will have three age 
categories: 14-19, 
10-13 and under 
10. Prizes will be 
awarded to an over-
all winner, as well 
as to first through 
fourth places for 

each age category.
  To enter, visit 
h t tp : / /www.ge t - to -
k n o w. o r g / c o n t e s t /
us/ .  See this year ’s 
entries in the Texas 
State Parks Gallery 
page.
  The contest is part 
of TPWD’s Arts in 
the Parks program 
and aims to moti-
vate Texans of all 
ages to connect 
with the outdoors 
through art.
 
 For arts and crafts 
events in state 
parks, visit the 
TPWD Arts & Crafts 
calendar page.
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Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting... there’s nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Call About Our Special Priced Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 54’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 50 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife
(Sorry No Hunting)

RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property 
Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

If you have news or photos on 
Lake Fork Contact Us!

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
Lake Fork’s Lines To Get Hooked On!

                             903-383-7747
                             903-360-6994
email: fishnews@lakefork.net

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  Can you believe this 
year is half over? It 
seems the older I get 
the faster it goes! But 
here we are in the mid-
dle of “hot weather” 
summer and it seems 
the hotter it got – the 
better the fishing! Un-
less you caught a day 
that they were releasing 
water then it was a little 
tough! But we’ve been 
catching some really 
nice crappie and also 
releasing several over 
16 inches! A big thanks 
to all who chose to re-
lease the BIG ONES 
after a photo!
  The crappie seem to be 
settling into their sum-
mertime pattern. We’re 
finding them anywhere 
from 8 to 12 ft. in 16 
to 24 ft. of water de-
pending on the time of 
day or if it’s sunny or 
cloudy. Their depths 
will change through-
out the day so keep 
monitoring your depth 
finder to watch for any 
changes.
  We’ve been having 
fun with Lake Fork 
Tackle’s new curly tail 
and paddletail shad 
baits. Chartreuse pep-
per, electric chicken 
and bluegill colors are 
working for us. Some-

thing else Lake Fork 
Tackle has available 
is the “Lake Fork Un-
leashed” chip. Its pre-
impoundment aerial 
photos showing con-
tours, accesses, sub-
merged roads, creek 
channels and struc-
tures. I’ve found that 
this is an awesome tool 
to help plan the place-
ment of new brush 
piles. I’m really excited 
about it! A big thanks 
to Ron and Cody for all 
their help with the new 
brush piles. We had 
fish show up in them 
the next day! This chip 
is compatible with the 
Lowrance HDS gen1, 
gen2 and gen 3 units. 
This is another great 
tool for the serious 
fisherman!
  Well, it’s been a month 
of great memories and 
thanks to all who came 
to fish with me!

  I’m looking forward to 
a summer full of great 
fishing because there 
are some big bream 
starting to show up and 
you never know when 
a big bass might strike! 
It’s all good!
  My best to you all 
and wishing a speedy 
recovery to my dad in 
Missouri and also to 
Ken Donahue of Lake 
Fork Marina. They’ve 
both been through 
“BIG” surgeries recent-
ly and I wish them all 
the best!  

Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 9-A)

was present to congratulate the winners in each 
age category and present them with their trophy. 
Weight Masters for Kidfish are all members of the 
Lake Fork Texas Trails Bassmasters.
  This year’s winner of the ‘Traveling Trophy’ was 
Brianna Swaim from Yantis. This trophy is award-
ed to the child that catches the heaviest fish in the 
tournament. The trophy will have her name en-
graved on it and kept on display at Yantis Jr. High 
School. Briannna won this year with her catch of a 
buffalo weighing 16.08-pounds.
  No child leaves the event without a prize fur-
nished by the many sponsors. This year’s prizes 
ranged from bicycles, fishing equipment, and 
many other items for each child’s enjoyment. All 

of the children and parents always have an excel-
lent time at the event.
  A special thanks goes out to all of the great spon-
sors that made this event possible, after all, our 
children are the future.   

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131
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Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Don & Bob
Alexander

Mark, Terry &
Brandi McComas

Colby Chandler
Shreveport, LA.,

Darryl Benson on a 
Shimano 5 ft. Ultralite

Mark & Clay Huey
Tightwad, MO.,

Ronnie Taylor
Shreveport, LA.,

Ector Fabela, Gilbert Nino, & 
Fernando Zavala, Ft. Worth

Mike Ogletree & Justin Talley, 
Shreveport, LA.,

Paul Eilenberger
Belton, MO.,

Thanks to Ron & Cody for all 
their brush pile help!

Brianna Swaim from Yantis won heaviest fish at 
the KidFish on Lake Fork when she brought this 
monster 16.08-lb. buffalo to the scales.

22nd Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  There were plenty of smiles to be seen at SRA 
Headquarters on June 4th, not only by the children 
catching fish, but also by the parents seeing their 
children experience the joy of fishing.
  At the Wood County Kidfish held at Lake Fork on 
June 4th there were over 250 kids that showed the 
rain didn’t bother them when it came to fishing! 
For some of the children this would be considered 
their first tournament of many more to come in 
their lifetime. The love of fishing for these chil-
dren could be accredited to Kidfish.
  Wood County Kidfish celebrated its 22nd Anni-
versary of introducing children to the sport of fish-
ing. The first Saturday of June is the designated 
time for this event celebrating the first of June be-
ing National Kidfish Week. During this event no 
one participating in the event is required to have 
a fishing license. This gives parents that do not 
usually fish an opportunity to spend this time with 
their children and perhaps introduce the love of 
fishing to the whole family.
  Each year this event is hosted by the Wood Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Department, Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
Sabine River Authority, and Game Warden Peace 
Officer’s Association and is held at Sabine River 
Authority Headquarters on Lake Fork. All are to 
be commended for their diligent hard work and 
the many hours they put in to make this event such 
a success for our children.
  The event is free to all children and their par-
ents. If the children do not have their own fishing 
equipment, rod n’ reels are furnished along with 
all bait and tackle. Cold drinks, refreshments, hot 
dogs and chips are provided for the parents and 
children. This year serving the children, parents, 
and guests were the Mineola and Holly Lake Ki-
wanis Clubs.
  The format of this event is a mock tournament, 
and divided into age group divisions. These divi-
sions included 4 years old and under, 5 to 8 year 
old, 9 to 12 year old, and 13 to 16 year old. Each 
child weighing in the heaviest fish of the tourna-
ment wins a trophy and a year’s worth of brag-
ging rights. Wood County Sheriff, Jim Brown 

(See Annual Kidfish.....Continued on Page 17-A)

Surge in Water Fatalities a Stark Reminder to Practice Safe Boating (Continued from Page 10-A)

  There have also been more than 34 non-boating 
related drownings reported in Texas since Janu-
ary; over a third of those fatalities have occurred 
just since May.
  “Enough is enough,” said Texas Game Warden 
Col. Craig Hunter, TPWD Director of Law En-
forcement. “A day on the water in Texas should 

be all about the fun 
and following the basic 
rules of water safety 
can help keep your 
loved ones from harm. 
If you don’t know how 
to swim, learn and if 

you are impaired or un-
familiar with the water 
conditions, don’t put 
yourself in jeopardy 
by taking unnecessary 
risks. Keep an eye on 
kids especially. It only 
takes a second to turn 
a fun day on the water 
into a tragedy.”
  The American Red 
Cross offers swimming 
lessons by certified 
instructors across the 
state on its swimming 
web page.
  Video documenta-
ries online at TPWD’s 
water safety page put 
water and boating-
related accidents into 
perspective, including 
“Never Happens,” the 
true stories of water 
tragedies told by teen 
witnesses and survi-
vors, and “Beautiful 
but Gone,” which tells 

the story of boating and 
swimming-related ac-
cidents from the par-
ents of teens featured in 
“Never Happens.”
  Also, a video news 
report is now available 
based on the “Never 
Happens” longer vid-
eo. See it on the TPWD 
YouTube Channel or 
download a high reso-
lution version on the 
TPWD FTP site -- look 
for file “VNR_ Never 
Happens.”
  Stressed in the “Never 
Happens” video are 
four basic precautions 
for boaters of any age:
--Wear a life jacket. 
Most persons who have 
died in a boating acci-
dent would be alive to-
day if they had worn a 
life jacket.
--Use the ignition safe-
ty switch. Commonly 

called a “kill switch,” it 
stops the engine if you 
fall overboard so you 
won’t be stranded or 
run over by your boat.
--Learn how to swim.
--Closely supervise 
children.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Surge in Water Fatalities a Stark Reminder to Practice Safe Boating
  An alarming spike of boating-related fatalities 
on Texas waterways, including many involving 
paddle craft such as canoes and kayaks, is prompt-
ing a call for boaters to wear life jackets, avoid 
drinking alcohol and follow other safety practices 
heading into the peak summer boating season.

  Texas Game Wardens report more than a dozen 
boating-related fatalities have occurred thus far 
in the state during 2016 and almost half involved 
kayaks. Another four open water fatalities took 
place across the state the last weekend of July, in-
cluding drownings and boating accidents involv-

ing motor and paddle craft.
“These tragedies represent an alarming trend 
we’re seeing not just in Texas, but nationwide,” 
said Texas Game Warden Asst. Cmdr. Cody 
Jones, TPWD’s head of boating law enforcement. 
“In 2015, over 40 percent of boating-related fa-
talities in Texas involved paddle craft.”
  Weather conditions, including heavy rains that 
caused flooding and increased water flows along 
most rivers and creeks, have been the most sig-
nificant contributing factor in paddle craft fatali-
ties this year. TPWD Boating Education Manager 
Tim Spice stresses that many of those tragedies 
could have been avoided with safe boating prac-
tices.
  “Just as you wouldn’t get behind the wheel of 
a vehicle without first learning safe driving prac-
tices, it is critical to become familiar with paddle 
craft safety and operation before you launch,” 
said Spice.
  According to the U.S. Coast Guard statistics at 
least 85 percent of people who drown in boating 
accidents were not wearing a personal flotation 
device (PFD) at the time.
  “It is important to wear your PFD at all times 
when in, on and around the water,” Spice said. 
“This is especially true in the case of small boats 
or paddle craft due to the increased chance of 
capsizing. A canoe or kayak can capsize even in 
calm waters. PFDs can save lives, but only when 
worn.”
  When choosing a PFD, always ensure that it has 
the ability to support your size and weight and 
is approved by the U.S. Coast Guard. The U.S. 
Coast Guard requires one wearable PFD for each 
person onboard, of appropriate size for the person 
intended.
  TPWD offers online resources for a wide range 
of boater education and safety training, including 
a free online paddle craft safety course, on the 
agency boater ed web page. Also, anyone born on 
or after September 1, 1993 must complete a boat-
er education course to operate a personal water-
craft or a boat with a horsepower rating of more 
than 15 hp.
  Boaters are reminded that Texas game wardens 
actively monitor water activities throughout the 
year and particularly during the summer months 
to ensure safe boating practices. Last year during 
the Fourth of July holiday weekend, game war-
dens made contact with over 30,000 boaters and 
arrested 58 operators for boating under the influ-
ence.
  Water safety extends beyond boating and with 
most of the state’s reservoirs at or near capacity, 
game wardens are urging extra vigilance to stay 
safe heading into the busy Fourth of July holiday 
weekend.
(See Surge in Water Fatalities...Continued on Page 16-B)
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

AMATEUR BASS ANGLERS COMPETE FOR $520,000 GUARANTEED CASH & PRIZES
Lake Fork- Alba, 
Texas – September 
16-17-18, 2016  -   
  Family, Fishing & 
Fun at the 30th An-
niversary Big Bass 
Splash presented 
by Sealy Outdoors.  
$520,000 guaran-
teed in cash and 

prizes with 1st Place 
Overall winning a 
2016 Triton 19 TRX 
Powered by Mercury 
225 ProXS equipped 
with Minn Kota, 
Lowrance, Power 
Pole and Navionics; 
2016 RAM Truck 
Plus…. $7,000 

CASH!
  Fifteen places will 
be paid in cash each 
hour of each tourna-
ment day beginning 
with the 7-8 AM 
hour and continuing 
through the 1-2 PM 
hour for the fifteen 
single heaviest bass 

weighed in. Heavi-
est bass each hour 
will win $3,000! 
Hourly updates will 
be broadcasted live 
on KMOO 99.9 FM. 
  Contestant(s) 
weighing in the first 
2.50 exact weight 
bass each day of the 

tournament will win $5,000. The contestant 
who weighs in the heaviest bass under the 
slot during the 3-day tournament will win 
$5,000. In addition, all contestants are eli-
gible to win a 2016 Triton 189 TRX Pow-
ered by Mercury, equipped with Minn Kota 
and Lowrance in the famous “Elimination 
Drawing”.
  “You Can’t Win if You Don’t Play” Op-
tional Bonus Games such as the Bonus Card 
“AKA” Insurance Card & Bonus Shirt Hours 
can win you additional cash. 
  Children ages five to twelve may partici-
pate in the Little Anglers Division and win 
Academy gift cards and trophies/medals for 
their winning catches of bass, catfish, crap-
pie or perch.
  Registration is now open online for the Big 
Bass Splash Presented by Sealy Outdoors 
benefitting St. Jude Children Research Hos-
pital. To enter, visit www.sealyoutdoors.
com.   Early Bird Registration Deadline is 
Friday, September 2. Onsite registration 
will be at Lake Fork Marina from 10 AM 
– 8 PM on Thursday, September 15.  Reg-
istration will continue each morning from 5 
AM until 6 AM on days of the tournament. 
Tournament entry fees are $160 for one day, 
and $210 for two days, $260 for three days: 
The Little Anglers Division entry fee is $10 
per day. 
  All participants and spectators ages 18 
years of age and up can get in on the action. 
Come out to the tournament site, enjoy the 
festivities and get your free ticket for the 
Open Drawing beginning at 12 noon Sun-
day, September 18.
  The Big Bass Splash events are considered 
to be the world’s largest grassroots amateur 
big bass fishing tournament of its kind. The 
Big Bass Splash attracts thousands of ama-
teur anglers to these weekend events. It’s 
what we call “Fishing, Family and Fun” for 
everyone. A portion of the proceeds from 
registration fees will go to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital. 
  Sponsors includes Triton Boats, Mercury 
Marine, Academy Sports & Outdoors, Minn 
Kota, Lowrance, Okuma, Power Pole, Navi-
onics, River2Sea, Texas Fish & Game, TH 
Marine, RAM-Weaver Motors of Kirbyville, 
TX, Vicious Fishing, Missile Baits, Ray-
burn Country, Vicious Vision, The Original 
Rod Sox, Wood County, City of Emory and 
Fishing World.com.
  For more information go to www.sealy-
outdoors.com, call 888.698.2591 or stop 
by your local Academy Sports & Outdoors 
store for an official entry form. Follow us 
on facebook.com/BigBassSplash
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“The Fisherman’s Guide News ~ Legend Boats
and Wish To Fish Foundation”

Would Like To Thank All of Our Sponsors, Businesses and 
Anglers For Their Participation in Making 

“The 12th Annual Legend of Lake Fork”
Such A Huge Success

We Look Forward To Seeing You At The 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass
Tournament May 19, 20, 21, 2017

When We Will Be Giving Away More Cash & Prizes
For More Information Call: 903-383-7748 or Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Lake Fork- Alba, 
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16-17-18, 2016  -   
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Fun at the 30th An-
niversary Big Bass 
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by Sealy Outdoors.  
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teed in cash and 
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Overall winning a 
2016 Triton 19 TRX 
Powered by Mercury 
225 ProXS equipped 
with Minn Kota, 
Lowrance, Power 
Pole and Navionics; 
2016 RAM Truck 
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CASH!
  Fifteen places will 
be paid in cash each 
hour of each tourna-
ment day beginning 
with the 7-8 AM 
hour and continuing 
through the 1-2 PM 
hour for the fifteen 
single heaviest bass 

weighed in. Heavi-
est bass each hour 
will win $3,000! 
Hourly updates will 
be broadcasted live 
on KMOO 99.9 FM. 
  Contestant(s) 
weighing in the first 
2.50 exact weight 
bass each day of the 

tournament will win $5,000. The contestant 
who weighs in the heaviest bass under the 
slot during the 3-day tournament will win 
$5,000. In addition, all contestants are eli-
gible to win a 2016 Triton 189 TRX Pow-
ered by Mercury, equipped with Minn Kota 
and Lowrance in the famous “Elimination 
Drawing”.
  “You Can’t Win if You Don’t Play” Op-
tional Bonus Games such as the Bonus Card 
“AKA” Insurance Card & Bonus Shirt Hours 
can win you additional cash. 
  Children ages five to twelve may partici-
pate in the Little Anglers Division and win 
Academy gift cards and trophies/medals for 
their winning catches of bass, catfish, crap-
pie or perch.
  Registration is now open online for the Big 
Bass Splash Presented by Sealy Outdoors 
benefitting St. Jude Children Research Hos-
pital. To enter, visit www.sealyoutdoors.
com.   Early Bird Registration Deadline is 
Friday, September 2. Onsite registration 
will be at Lake Fork Marina from 10 AM 
– 8 PM on Thursday, September 15.  Reg-
istration will continue each morning from 5 
AM until 6 AM on days of the tournament. 
Tournament entry fees are $160 for one day, 
and $210 for two days, $260 for three days: 
The Little Anglers Division entry fee is $10 
per day. 
  All participants and spectators ages 18 
years of age and up can get in on the action. 
Come out to the tournament site, enjoy the 
festivities and get your free ticket for the 
Open Drawing beginning at 12 noon Sun-
day, September 18.
  The Big Bass Splash events are considered 
to be the world’s largest grassroots amateur 
big bass fishing tournament of its kind. The 
Big Bass Splash attracts thousands of ama-
teur anglers to these weekend events. It’s 
what we call “Fishing, Family and Fun” for 
everyone. A portion of the proceeds from 
registration fees will go to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital. 
  Sponsors includes Triton Boats, Mercury 
Marine, Academy Sports & Outdoors, Minn 
Kota, Lowrance, Okuma, Power Pole, Navi-
onics, River2Sea, Texas Fish & Game, TH 
Marine, RAM-Weaver Motors of Kirbyville, 
TX, Vicious Fishing, Missile Baits, Ray-
burn Country, Vicious Vision, The Original 
Rod Sox, Wood County, City of Emory and 
Fishing World.com.
  For more information go to www.sealy-
outdoors.com, call 888.698.2591 or stop 
by your local Academy Sports & Outdoors 
store for an official entry form. Follow us 
on facebook.com/BigBassSplash
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available * 2 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping * Guide Service 
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX

At Our New Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup
Old Fashion Candy In All Shapes & Flavors

Surge in Water Fatalities a Stark Reminder to Practice Safe Boating
  An alarming spike of boating-related fatalities 
on Texas waterways, including many involving 
paddle craft such as canoes and kayaks, is prompt-
ing a call for boaters to wear life jackets, avoid 
drinking alcohol and follow other safety practices 
heading into the peak summer boating season.

  Texas Game Wardens report more than a dozen 
boating-related fatalities have occurred thus far 
in the state during 2016 and almost half involved 
kayaks. Another four open water fatalities took 
place across the state the last weekend of July, in-
cluding drownings and boating accidents involv-

ing motor and paddle craft.
“These tragedies represent an alarming trend 
we’re seeing not just in Texas, but nationwide,” 
said Texas Game Warden Asst. Cmdr. Cody 
Jones, TPWD’s head of boating law enforcement. 
“In 2015, over 40 percent of boating-related fa-
talities in Texas involved paddle craft.”
  Weather conditions, including heavy rains that 
caused flooding and increased water flows along 
most rivers and creeks, have been the most sig-
nificant contributing factor in paddle craft fatali-
ties this year. TPWD Boating Education Manager 
Tim Spice stresses that many of those tragedies 
could have been avoided with safe boating prac-
tices.
  “Just as you wouldn’t get behind the wheel of 
a vehicle without first learning safe driving prac-
tices, it is critical to become familiar with paddle 
craft safety and operation before you launch,” 
said Spice.
  According to the U.S. Coast Guard statistics at 
least 85 percent of people who drown in boating 
accidents were not wearing a personal flotation 
device (PFD) at the time.
  “It is important to wear your PFD at all times 
when in, on and around the water,” Spice said. 
“This is especially true in the case of small boats 
or paddle craft due to the increased chance of 
capsizing. A canoe or kayak can capsize even in 
calm waters. PFDs can save lives, but only when 
worn.”
  When choosing a PFD, always ensure that it has 
the ability to support your size and weight and 
is approved by the U.S. Coast Guard. The U.S. 
Coast Guard requires one wearable PFD for each 
person onboard, of appropriate size for the person 
intended.
  TPWD offers online resources for a wide range 
of boater education and safety training, including 
a free online paddle craft safety course, on the 
agency boater ed web page. Also, anyone born on 
or after September 1, 1993 must complete a boat-
er education course to operate a personal water-
craft or a boat with a horsepower rating of more 
than 15 hp.
  Boaters are reminded that Texas game wardens 
actively monitor water activities throughout the 
year and particularly during the summer months 
to ensure safe boating practices. Last year during 
the Fourth of July holiday weekend, game war-
dens made contact with over 30,000 boaters and 
arrested 58 operators for boating under the influ-
ence.
  Water safety extends beyond boating and with 
most of the state’s reservoirs at or near capacity, 
game wardens are urging extra vigilance to stay 
safe heading into the busy Fourth of July holiday 
weekend.
(See Surge in Water Fatalities...Continued on Page 16-B)
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Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271

Pittsburg, Texas

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Don & Bob
Alexander

Mark, Terry &
Brandi McComas

Colby Chandler
Shreveport, LA.,

Darryl Benson on a 
Shimano 5 ft. Ultralite

Mark & Clay Huey
Tightwad, MO.,

Ronnie Taylor
Shreveport, LA.,

Ector Fabela, Gilbert Nino, & 
Fernando Zavala, Ft. Worth

Mike Ogletree & Justin Talley, 
Shreveport, LA.,

Paul Eilenberger
Belton, MO.,

Thanks to Ron & Cody for all 
their brush pile help!

Brianna Swaim from Yantis won heaviest fish at 
the KidFish on Lake Fork when she brought this 
monster 16.08-lb. buffalo to the scales.

22nd Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  There were plenty of smiles to be seen at SRA 
Headquarters on June 4th, not only by the children 
catching fish, but also by the parents seeing their 
children experience the joy of fishing.
  At the Wood County Kidfish held at Lake Fork on 
June 4th there were over 250 kids that showed the 
rain didn’t bother them when it came to fishing! 
For some of the children this would be considered 
their first tournament of many more to come in 
their lifetime. The love of fishing for these chil-
dren could be accredited to Kidfish.
  Wood County Kidfish celebrated its 22nd Anni-
versary of introducing children to the sport of fish-
ing. The first Saturday of June is the designated 
time for this event celebrating the first of June be-
ing National Kidfish Week. During this event no 
one participating in the event is required to have 
a fishing license. This gives parents that do not 
usually fish an opportunity to spend this time with 
their children and perhaps introduce the love of 
fishing to the whole family.
  Each year this event is hosted by the Wood Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Department, Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
Sabine River Authority, and Game Warden Peace 
Officer’s Association and is held at Sabine River 
Authority Headquarters on Lake Fork. All are to 
be commended for their diligent hard work and 
the many hours they put in to make this event such 
a success for our children.
  The event is free to all children and their par-
ents. If the children do not have their own fishing 
equipment, rod n’ reels are furnished along with 
all bait and tackle. Cold drinks, refreshments, hot 
dogs and chips are provided for the parents and 
children. This year serving the children, parents, 
and guests were the Mineola and Holly Lake Ki-
wanis Clubs.
  The format of this event is a mock tournament, 
and divided into age group divisions. These divi-
sions included 4 years old and under, 5 to 8 year 
old, 9 to 12 year old, and 13 to 16 year old. Each 
child weighing in the heaviest fish of the tourna-
ment wins a trophy and a year’s worth of brag-
ging rights. Wood County Sheriff, Jim Brown 

(See Annual Kidfish.....Continued on Page 17-A)

Surge in Water Fatalities a Stark Reminder to Practice Safe Boating (Continued from Page 10-A)

  There have also been more than 34 non-boating 
related drownings reported in Texas since Janu-
ary; over a third of those fatalities have occurred 
just since May.
  “Enough is enough,” said Texas Game Warden 
Col. Craig Hunter, TPWD Director of Law En-
forcement. “A day on the water in Texas should 

be all about the fun 
and following the basic 
rules of water safety 
can help keep your 
loved ones from harm. 
If you don’t know how 
to swim, learn and if 

you are impaired or un-
familiar with the water 
conditions, don’t put 
yourself in jeopardy 
by taking unnecessary 
risks. Keep an eye on 
kids especially. It only 
takes a second to turn 
a fun day on the water 
into a tragedy.”
  The American Red 
Cross offers swimming 
lessons by certified 
instructors across the 
state on its swimming 
web page.
  Video documenta-
ries online at TPWD’s 
water safety page put 
water and boating-
related accidents into 
perspective, including 
“Never Happens,” the 
true stories of water 
tragedies told by teen 
witnesses and survi-
vors, and “Beautiful 
but Gone,” which tells 

the story of boating and 
swimming-related ac-
cidents from the par-
ents of teens featured in 
“Never Happens.”
  Also, a video news 
report is now available 
based on the “Never 
Happens” longer vid-
eo. See it on the TPWD 
YouTube Channel or 
download a high reso-
lution version on the 
TPWD FTP site -- look 
for file “VNR_ Never 
Happens.”
  Stressed in the “Never 
Happens” video are 
four basic precautions 
for boaters of any age:
--Wear a life jacket. 
Most persons who have 
died in a boating acci-
dent would be alive to-
day if they had worn a 
life jacket.
--Use the ignition safe-
ty switch. Commonly 

called a “kill switch,” it 
stops the engine if you 
fall overboard so you 
won’t be stranded or 
run over by your boat.
--Learn how to swim.
--Closely supervise 
children.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497
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Individual * Group • Corporate 
• Instructional & Beginner Trips

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods, 
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive 
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from 
the beginning basics all the way  through to  
the career pro level. High school team dis-
counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or 
hunting... there’s nothing more rewarding 
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Call About Our Special Priced Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 54’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 50 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife
(Sorry No Hunting)

RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property 
Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

If you have news or photos on 
Lake Fork Contact Us!

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
Lake Fork’s Lines To Get Hooked On!

                             903-383-7747
                             903-360-6994
email: fishnews@lakefork.net

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

By Terri Moon

  Can you believe this 
year is half over? It 
seems the older I get 
the faster it goes! But 
here we are in the mid-
dle of “hot weather” 
summer and it seems 
the hotter it got – the 
better the fishing! Un-
less you caught a day 
that they were releasing 
water then it was a little 
tough! But we’ve been 
catching some really 
nice crappie and also 
releasing several over 
16 inches! A big thanks 
to all who chose to re-
lease the BIG ONES 
after a photo!
  The crappie seem to be 
settling into their sum-
mertime pattern. We’re 
finding them anywhere 
from 8 to 12 ft. in 16 
to 24 ft. of water de-
pending on the time of 
day or if it’s sunny or 
cloudy. Their depths 
will change through-
out the day so keep 
monitoring your depth 
finder to watch for any 
changes.
  We’ve been having 
fun with Lake Fork 
Tackle’s new curly tail 
and paddletail shad 
baits. Chartreuse pep-
per, electric chicken 
and bluegill colors are 
working for us. Some-

thing else Lake Fork 
Tackle has available 
is the “Lake Fork Un-
leashed” chip. Its pre-
impoundment aerial 
photos showing con-
tours, accesses, sub-
merged roads, creek 
channels and struc-
tures. I’ve found that 
this is an awesome tool 
to help plan the place-
ment of new brush 
piles. I’m really excited 
about it! A big thanks 
to Ron and Cody for all 
their help with the new 
brush piles. We had 
fish show up in them 
the next day! This chip 
is compatible with the 
Lowrance HDS gen1, 
gen2 and gen 3 units. 
This is another great 
tool for the serious 
fisherman!
  Well, it’s been a month 
of great memories and 
thanks to all who came 
to fish with me!

  I’m looking forward to 
a summer full of great 
fishing because there 
are some big bream 
starting to show up and 
you never know when 
a big bass might strike! 
It’s all good!
  My best to you all 
and wishing a speedy 
recovery to my dad in 
Missouri and also to 
Ken Donahue of Lake 
Fork Marina. They’ve 
both been through 
“BIG” surgeries recent-
ly and I wish them all 
the best!  

Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 9-A)

was present to congratulate the winners in each 
age category and present them with their trophy. 
Weight Masters for Kidfish are all members of the 
Lake Fork Texas Trails Bassmasters.
  This year’s winner of the ‘Traveling Trophy’ was 
Brianna Swaim from Yantis. This trophy is award-
ed to the child that catches the heaviest fish in the 
tournament. The trophy will have her name en-
graved on it and kept on display at Yantis Jr. High 
School. Briannna won this year with her catch of a 
buffalo weighing 16.08-pounds.
  No child leaves the event without a prize fur-
nished by the many sponsors. This year’s prizes 
ranged from bicycles, fishing equipment, and 
many other items for each child’s enjoyment. All 

of the children and parents always have an excel-
lent time at the event.
  A special thanks goes out to all of the great spon-
sors that made this event possible, after all, our 
children are the future.   

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ 
Jacy * Rebecca * Amber  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

903-638-1170 

“Pack of Knowledge” “Deep Cranking Session”

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

Now Accepting Leases * Annual RV Spaces
Amenities To Include Water, Sewage, & 14' x 30' Boat Storage Unit

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
14 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Clean Cabins • Full Baths • Direct TV • 
Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Alarm Clock • Two Double Beds • Covered 

Boat Parking • Guide Services Available •"Make Your Reservations Today"

“Help Keep Our Lake Clean! 
Dispose of Your Trash Properly!”

By Andrew Grills

  Summertime in Texas... Yep, it’s hot. It doesn’t 
get much hotter than a midday deep cranking ses-
sion. It’s about the most physically strenuous sce-
nario we face on the water. However, the burning 
forearms, the sweat dripping down the forehead, 
the soreness of the wrist... it is all forgotten in the 
moment you feel the head shake and a big bass 
has engulfed your crankbait. 
  The fact of the matter is a deep diving crankbait 
has the power to trigger bites from bass that ig-
nore other presentations, and it delivers big bites. 

This is why a deep-diving crankbait is one of the 
first tools I reach for in the summer for big fish. 
  It’s no mystery to me why deep cranking produc-
es big sacks of fish consistently. Bigger bass are 
often duped by a “reaction presentation” of some 
sort. Whether it’s a lipless bait ripping through 
grass, a heavy jig falling in front of their nose, or 
a crankbait careening through their hangout, big 
bass are fooled when they make a hasty decision. 
  In deep cranking, there is always a “sweet spot”. 
It may be a rock or laydown log, but there is some-
thing down there that triggers a reaction when the 
crankbait deflects off of it. Often, it takes the per-
fect cast, at the perfect angle, to unlock an area’s 
true potential. When that precise spot and angle 
are pinpointed the crankbait can do things I be-
lieve nothing else will.
  When approaching summertime fishing, we are 
looking at typical deep structure such as points, 
humps, and roadbeds. I rely on my graphs to tell 
me whether the fish are present. Once that is es-
tablished, I like to make a few casts with a crank-
bait to try and “fire up” the school. Getting that 
first bite can lead to triggering a frenzy of activity. 
I find that I get more bites paralleling the structure 
with the crankbait, as opposed to casting from 
deep to shallow or vice versa. 
  I never throw a crankbait if I can’t reach the bot-
tom with one or make contact with some form of 

cover. For instance, we will occasionally see bass 
suspended in tree tops that are well beneath the 
surface. Even if I’m in 35 feet of water, if the top 
of that tree is in a crankable depth I will still try to 
hit the branches with my crankbait. Nearly every 
bite I can recall that I’ve had cranking has been 
while my lure is making contact with something. 
Therefore, if the fish are suspended and I can’t 
bang the crankbait against something near them, 
there are probably better lure choices.
  When I do hit something with my crankbait, I 
like to hit it hard. I want to wake up whatever lives 
down there. That is why I use a 7.2:1 ratio, high-
speed reel. I know that kind of goes against the 
old school logic of low geared, slow retrieve reels 
for deep cranking. Yes, using a lower speed ratio 
takes a little torque off of the forearm, but I feel 
like I get bit better with a fast retrieve. My typical 
retrieve is nearly as fast as I can turn the handle.
  The perfect cranking reel for me is the Shimano 
Curado. I like it because it has a large spool ca-
pacity which is important for long casts. My fa-
vorite thing about the Curado is that it will cast 
a crankbait a mile. The biggest challenge in deep 
cranking is getting the lure out far enough to get it 
down to the desired depth. I pair the Curado with 
a G. Loomis Deep Flex Crankbait rod. I use the 
7’5” heavy action. It’s a stout rod for cranking but 

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Happy 4th of July
“Let Freedom Ring!

“IN STOCK”

Stocking 

Dealer For:

(See Deep Cranking....Continued on Page 21-A)

TPWD Kicks Off Fourth Year of Youth Arts Contest
  Texas State Parks 
and the “Get to 
Know” organization 
are partnering for 
the fourth annual 
Youth Arts Contest. 
The contest runs 
through Nov. 1 and 
anyone 19 and un-
der can enter works 
of art inspired by 
the natural beauty 
in any state park.
“Everyone enjoys 
state parks in differ-
ent ways and this is 
a fun way for young 
people to express 
their experiences,” 
said Russell Fish-
beck, deputy direc-
tor of Texas State 
Parks.

  The Texas Parks 
and Wildlife De-
partment’s Youth 
Arts Contest en-
courages youth to 
share their outdoor 
experiences using 
art, writing, pho-
tography, video and 
music. Works will 
be entered in both 
the state and na-
tional Get to Know 
Contests.
This year ’s contest 
will have three age 
categories: 14-19, 
10-13 and under 
10. Prizes will be 
awarded to an over-
all winner, as well 
as to first through 
fourth places for 

each age category.
  To enter, visit 
h t tp : / /www.ge t - to -
k n o w. o r g / c o n t e s t /
us/ .  See this year ’s 
entries in the Texas 
State Parks Gallery 
page.
  The contest is part 
of TPWD’s Arts in 
the Parks program 
and aims to moti-
vate Texans of all 
ages to connect 
with the outdoors 
through art.
 
 For arts and crafts 
events in state 
parks, visit the 
TPWD Arts & Crafts 
calendar page.
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

(See Summer bite....
Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

If you would like
"The 

Fisherman's 
Guide, News"

Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

“Attention Anglers”
Dog Days of Summer

Are Here!
Catch the Big Fish, Not A Big

Thirst!! We Have The Cure 
For Your Thirst!  The Big Bass

Is Your Job!

CARTS
TO GO

Used - Refurbished - Custom

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Lake Fork
One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge

(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

Golf Carts

See Us on Facebook

Friday-Sunday

By David Ozio

  “This summer is in full fledged blister mode 
right now and, believe it or not, it’s the perfect 
time to be on the water to bag a true trophy bass. 
This happens to be my favorite time of the year as 
the behemoth green fish start to group up on deep 
structure and make easier targets for all skill sets 
of bass fishermen. Kids, especially during this 
time frame, love the action because we use a lot 
of drop shots and Carolina rigs to entice the tro-
phy bass to the net. This is astronomical fun using 
light line and a vertical presentation will get the 
job done in rod bending fashion.
  We have had plenty of rain this year and the lake 
is in awesome shape. The high water has pro-
duced great spawns over the past two seasons and 

the future for Fork couldn’t be brighter. There are 
tons of small bass rambling the lake and these will 
grow to the next generations share-a-lunker. July 
is a great month to target all sizes of bass using 
top water, crankbaits and drop shots. It’s all about 
locating the fish and then it’s game on. Electron-
ics play a huge roll in finding these huge schools 
of bass and the more time you spend graphing 
the key locations, the greater the chance to have 
a monumental day. Main lake points, ridges, road 
beds and pond dams should be your locations of 
focus and pay close attention to the 18-24ft range. 
Even if you only see a group of ten fish at a given 
depth, pitch out a marker buoy and spend fifteen 
minutes to see if you can get the bass to commit. 
If nothing rattles your cage, move on to the next 
location. Let’s say you see a ton of good arc’s 
at the next spot. My first choice is the drop shot 
rigged with a Talon Carolina Worm or a Robo-
worm. Use any color you want as long as it is red. 
Drop straight down to them and barely jiggle the 
rod tip. Active fish will load the rod and you may 
think your hung up. Set the hook and figure out 
the rest later. If the drop shot is not your game, 
throw a Carolina rig or a football jig to the area 
where you first spotted the bass. On the C-rig, you 
might try a fluke, brush hog or a Zoom magnum 
trick worm. Under bright sun, I will use redbug or 

plum colors and when it’s cloudy, any version of 
green pumpkin will suffice. As for the jig, PB&J, 
Mexican Heather or black/brown/amber will do 
the trick. Match a craw trailer to the jig and your 
in business.
  The topwater bite will be good early and late on 
main lake points and a Zara Spook is the ticket. 
Yellow Magic’s will catch their share of fish but 
the spook bags the big one’s. This bite only lasts 
about an hour but it is well worth being on the 
water early as daylight has it’s own majesty. Once 
this bite stops, move the boat out to about 15ft 
and throw a C-rig, squarebill or jig up to the 5-7ft 
range and work it back slowly. This will account 

Record Funding from Texas Legislature Fuels Giant Salvinia Awareness Effort
  Bolstered by a record appropriation from 
the Texas Legislature, the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, river authorities 
and other partners are stepping up the war 
against aquatic invasive species, including 
one of the most noxious pests--giant sal-
vinia.
  With the busy summer boating season get-
ting underway, a major public awareness 
campaign is calling for boaters to help 
stop the spread of this destructive invader, 
which can severely limit fishing, swim-
ming and boating access and displace na-
tive beneficial plants that are used as habi-
tat by fish.
 Giant salvinia, a non-native plant first 
found in Texas in 1997, is a free-floating 
fern that can double in size in just a few 
days and can form mats up to three feet 
thick. It can take over an entire lake cove in 
a matter of weeks, choking out all aquatic 
life below its thick mats and making boat-
ing, swimming or fishing impossible.
  Once giant salvinia becomes established 
in a lake, it is nearly impossible to com-
pletely remove, though Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department staff have been suc-
cessful in eradicating giant salvinia in 
some lakes when it was spotted early and 
confined to the area immediately around a 
boat ramp.
  This summer’s awareness campaign re-
minds boaters to “Clean, Drain and Dry” 
their boats, trailers, and gear before travel-
ing from one lake or river to another, since 

boats are the main 
way aquatic inva-
sive species like 
giant salvinia are 
spread. Although 
the emphasis is on 
encouraging people 
to do the right thing 
voluntarily, it is il-
legal to possess or 
transport any exotic 
aquatic plant or ani-
mal listed as harm-
ful or potentially 
harmful, with pos-
sible fines of $25-
$500.
  The giant salvin-
ia awareness cam-
paign is funded pri-
marily with state 
dollars, with addi-
tional contributions 
from the Sabine 
River Authority and 
Brazos River Au-
thority. The “Clean, 
Drain, Dry” cam-
paign includes tar-
geted online and ra-
dio ads, billboards, 
gas station adver-
tising, and emails. 
The campaign in-
cludes humorous 

videos starring the 
“Lake Dudes,” ani-
mated characters 
designed to engage 
boaters and encour-
age social media 
sharing.
  This is the first 
time since 2011 that 
TPWD has been 
able to fund a giant 
salvinia awareness 
campaign, made 
possible through a 
record funding in-
crease in state dol-
lars to manage 
aquatic invasive 

species. In 2015, the 
Texas Legislative 
appropriated $6.6 
million to Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department for the 
2016-2017 bienni-
um to address state-
wide management 
of aquatic invasive 
species, an increase 
from $1.1 million 
in the previous two-
year funding cycle. 
The salvinia cam-
paign is part of a 
broader, statewide 
effort that uses the 

increased funding to 
control giant salvin-
ia and other aquatic 
invasive species.
  The public can 
learn more about gi-
ant salvinia at http://
texasinvasives.org/
giantsalvinia.
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A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Bent Tree Motel

381 W. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69N) Emory, TX ~ 903-473-0061
(Next Door To The Dairy Queen ~ 9 Miles from Lake Fork Boat Ramp) 

email: benttreemotel@gmail.com
30 Units

2 Double Queen 
Size or Full Size 

Beds
Boat Parking 

Available With 
Hook-Ups

3 Suites
2 ~ 1 Bedroom 
With Jacuzzi & 

Bathroom
1 ~ Family Suite

2 Bedroom
2 Bath

Room Amenities Include
Free wifi ~ Cable TV ~ Coffee Pot ~ 

Microwave oven
Refrigerator ~ Condiment Package ~ 

Alarm Clock ~ Hair Dryer

Ashley Spaeth with 
David Ozio

Cody Collier with Da-
vid Ozio

Mark Spaeth with 
David Ozio

Zach Turner with 
David Ozio

“Summer bite is on!” (Continued from Page 6-A)

for extra bites to fulfill the morning. A Texas rig 
blue fleck power worm fished with a 3/8 ounce 
tungsten weight in that same depth range will also 
deliver some rod bending results.
   If you are headed out to Lake Fork in July search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be 
a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few dates 
open in July and some in August. I also have gift 
certificates available if you have friends or loved 
one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. 
You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail 

me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Lake-
ForkGuideDavidOzio. I run a Skeeter FXi with a 
Yamaha 250SHO and would like to thank Skee-
ter for making my office on the lake the best in 
the country. I would also like to thank G-Loomis, 
Shimano and Talon Lures for making my job the 
blast that it is. A special shout out to Nautical Mile 
Marine in Tyler for all their help in keeping me 
on the water seven days a week, no issues. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 

Johnny Northcutt of Point, Texas Wins the 2016 Lake Fork Catfish Classic
By Dick Walker

(June 26 – Lake Fork, TX).  The 8th Annual 
Lake Fork Catfish Classic concluded on Sunday 
with Johnny Northcutt of Point, Texas taking the 
$5000 bonus prize for the largest fish weighed in 
the two-day tournament.  Northcutt landed his 
12.04-pound channel catfish on Saturday during 
the 11:00 to 12:00 hour.   
  Northcutt and all the other tournament anglers 
competed individually for big catfish with cash 
prizes awarded for the four largest fish weighed 
each hour and bonuses paid to those catching the 
largest seven fish overall.  Including the hourly 
payout, Northcutt collected a total of $5400 for 
his fish. This year’s payout for all hourly and tour-
nament top finishers was $24,000.    
  Phillip Lasswell of Lufkin, Texas took second 
place and pocketed $3,100 in hourly and bonus 
money for a 11.81 pound channel cat weighed 
during the seventh fishing hour on Sunday.  David 
Driskell of Crockett, Texas captured third place 
and a $1,600 reward for his 9.57 pound channel 
cat that he caught on Saturday along with a first 
and a third during the hourly payouts.  Roger 
Stroman of Emory, Texas placed fourth with a 
9.56 pound channel worth a $800 payday. James 

Lasswell of Stephenville, Texas pocketed $300 
for his fifth place 9.18 pound cat along with $800 
in hourly winnings.  John Compton of Chandler, 
TX followed in sixth place with a 7.91 pound cat-
fish and rounding out the top seven was Royce 
Dollison of Ben Wheeler Texas, with a nice 7.67 
pounder.
  The most active hourly winners were brothers 
James and Phillip Lasswell with 6 fish weighed 
during the course of the two-day tournament.  The 
top youth angler was Cash Harrison of Tyler, Tex-
as with a 5.58 pound channel cat.  Tonya Brown 
of Lindale, Texas took top ladies honors with 6.09 
pounds.  Phillip Lasswell of Lufkin, Texas, topped 
all seniors with a 11.81 pound channel.   
  The Lake Fork Catfish Classic is organized by 
the Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association. Oak 
Ridge Marina served as its host.  The Lake Fork 
Sportsman’s Association is a non-profit organiza-
tion that was formed in 1999 to promote and help 
conserve Lake Fork as a world-class fishery.  Its 
members are mainly lake-area homeowners, busi-
nesses, and guides.  More information on the As-
sociation and its mission can be found on face-
book and its web-site, www.lakeforksa.com. 
  The Lake Fork Catfish Classic’s major under-
writers are the Wood County Industrial Commis-

sion and City National Bank.  Other important 
sponsors include Scotty’s Magic Bait, and Brook-
shires of Emory.  Contributors include True Val-
ue Hardware of Quitman, McCoy Fishing Line 
Company, Texas Ranch Outfitters, Bass Champs 
Tournament Trail, Danny King Punch Bait and 
Costa Sunglasses.  
  A special thanks goes to Don Hampton and Leg-
end Boats for the use of their stage and scales.  
KMOO 99.9 FM served as the event’s official ra-
dio station.
  The 2017 event is tentatively scheduled for June 
24 and 25, 2017.  Details and other information 
will be posted on the Lake Fork Sportsman’s As-
sociation facebook page and web-site as they are 
developed.
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Deep Cranking Session (Continued from Page 18-A)

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

Welcome all high School
tournament anglers and 

visitors to Lake Fork

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

has an incredible para-
bolic bend. This helps 
with casting as well as 
landing fish. I normally 
use 15lb fluorocarbon 
line, occasionally step-
ping down to 12lb test 
if I need to get a little 
deeper.
  We have been fortu-
nate over the past sev-
eral years to have some 
important advance-
ments in lure design 
available. Crankbaits 
are diving deeper than 
ever. There was a time 
hitting that 20’ depth 
was the Holy Grail of 
cranking. These days 
it’s not unusual to be 
digging bottom in 25’ 
or deeper with the right 
equipment. My deep 
crank of choice is the 
Duo Realis G87. There 
is a deep model (15A) 
and an extra deep mod-
el (20A). I honestly 
believe it’s a game 
changer when it comes 
to crankbaits. The lure 
has a built in magnetic 
weight transfer system. 

I could go into detail 
about how it works, but 
I’ll just put it this way: 
I can cast it 30% further 
than any other crank-
bait on the market. It 
casts like a bullet, even 
into the wind. It gets 
down deeper with less 
effort as well. 
  Next time you’ve 
marked a few fish, but 
can’t get them to bite 

the jig, Carolina rig, or 
spoon, try knocking on 
their door with a crank-
bait. Sometimes I see 
my customers cringe 
when I break out the 
deep divers. Yes, it 
may seem too much 
like work to some, 
however it’s a valuable 
tool that definitely has 
a place in our pursuit 
of big bass.

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
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Money Order
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The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497
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23rd Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  June 9th thru 12th found Skeeters buzzing all 
over Lake Fork! The 23rd Annual Skeeter Own-
ers Tournament on Lake Fork set a new record in 
attendance with over 2,200 anglers from different 
states coming to this great reservoir to compete. 
The tournament was conducted by BassChamps 
with funny man Fish Fishburne emceeing the 
event.
  With the chance of winning one of the ten checks 
given away each hour in this customer apprecia-
tion event anglers were filled with anticipation. 
Not only could they win a new 2016 Skeeter FX 
20 powered by a Yamaha 250 SHO for the heavi-
est bass caught in the tournament, if they caught 
the heaviest under the slot they would be taking 
home a 2016 Yamaha Viking Side by Side.
  Fishing dates for the tournament were Saturday 
and Sunday. Pay hours were on the second half of 
the hour from 7 am to 3 pm on Saturday and 7 am 
to 12 pm on Sunday.
  Lake Fork is a slot lake with any bass between 
16” and 24” deemed an illegal bass. Bass in this 
category can not be brought to the weigh-in which 
made 2-pound bass and up the main money win-
ners during the course of the tournament.
  There were ten bass over the slot brought to the 

in during the last hour of the tournament when 
Simpson Rushing from Forney, Texas weighed 
in a healthy 2.81-pound bass. He came in 2nd in 
the hour winning a check for $600, but also took 
home a 2016 Yamaha Viking Side by Side.
  The 24th Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament on 
Lake Fork will be held the second week of June 
2017. With the attendance this year, Skeeter own-
ers better make their reservations early. 

weigh-in. The big bass hour started during the 
11 o’clock hour of the first day when three were 
weighed in. Jacob Bruener from Douglas, Texas 
weighed in an 8.42-pound bass; Edward Holland 
from Allen, Texas weighed an 8.36-pound bass; 
Darrell Gilbert from Pleasanton, Texas weighed 
an 8.26-pound bass. During the 12 o’clock hour 
Charles Humphreys from Dallas, Texas weighed 
in a 7.54-pound bass. In the 1 o’clock hour David 
May from Plano, Texas weighed in an 8.04-pound 
bass. Finishing up the first day of competition 
Adrian Barnes from Belton, Texas weighed in a 
7.76-pound bass.
  On Sunday during the 9 o’clock hour Eric Blaine 
from Montgomery, Texas weighed in a 9.04-pound 
bass. In the 10 o’clock hour Randy Murphy from 
Henderson, Texas weighed in an 8.28-pound bass. 
Kevin Davis from Mustang, Oklahoma weighed 
in a 7.62-pound bass during the 11 o’clock hour. 
In the 12 o’clock hour the last over for the tourna-
ment came to the scales. Greg Guy from Austin, 
Texas brought a 6.93-pound bass to the scales.
  Eric Blaine’s 9.04-pound bass held up as the 
heaviest bass of the tournament and for his catch 
he took home a 2016 Skeeter FX 20 powered by 
a Yamaha 250 SHO and a check for $700 for the 
hour he weighed in.
  The heaviest bass under the slot was weighed 
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Diamond Park Homes Inc.
CUSTOM BUILT

www.
diamondparkhomes.

com

With
or 

Without
Lofts

email:
diamondparkhomes

@gmail.com

We 
Are The
Builder

LOCATION
2810 N. FM 17

ALBA, TX., 75410
903-765-1128

Fax: 903-765-3338
ALSO = WE

ARE

Lake Fork RV & Auto Inc.
Service and Warranty Center

A/C • REFRIGERATOR • FURNACE • WATER HEATERS

Shawn or Michael * 903-765-1128 Fax: 903-765-3338
3 Miles From Alba or 515 on FM 17

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

INSURANCE
CLAIMS

• Atwood • Nordine • Norcold

• Dometic • Coleman • Suburban

*****New Handy Man Series $17,947*****

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

“Summer is Fun Time!”
Come In And See All 2016 Models In Stock

2016 Ranger Z521C

2016 Ranger RP 190

Vineyard Enterprises, Inc.

649 E. Lennon Hwy 69
Emory, Texas 75440

903-513-0089 or 903-285-4275
email: stevenwood75440@yahoo.com or 

vineray@gmail.com
Buy & Sell Boats & RV's

High Quality At A Reasonable Price
Consignments Welcome 

Tri-Lakes Storage
Vineyard Enterprises has completed the storage facility 

expansion at Lake Bob Sandlin to include more enclosed 
boat storage with 8' high doors to accommodate boats with 

talons,  units are 33' deep and 12' wide. Expansion also 
included carports of 35' and 50' for large trailers and motor 

homes. Facility is fenced with gated entry and video security. 
Open parking is also available.   Consignment for boats and 

auto is now available for this location.  
Contact Ray Vineyard 903-285-4275 or vineray@gmail.com
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    “Bassin’ With Bubba 
Guide  Services”

Lake Fork
“The Big Bass 

Capital of Texas”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

903-383-7748 or 903-360-6994

www.bassinwithbubba.com NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes

Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK

email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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ATTENTION: R.V. PADSITE RENTERS

For the cost of renting/leasing you can own your own 
deeded (general warranty deed) lake property with 

the following amenities:

Don’t rent -- OWN!

* GUARANTEED FINANCING
* Security gated
* Clubhouse with restaurant
* Central water & sewer systems
* Swimming pool
* Condos for your family & guests
* Playground for the children
* Playroom with pool table and foozeball
* Miniature golf
* Boat ramps on Lake Fork
* Fishing piers on Lake Fork
* Stocked interior fishing ponds
* RV Campground with full  hook-ups
* His and Her showers
* Laundromat

YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL FOR LESS OR ONLY PENNIES MORE 
THAN THE ANNUAL COST OF YOUR RENTED PAD.

Holiday Villages of Lake Fork    Call: 903-878-7263

Lake Fork Waterfront Property
Starting At $19,900

MUST SELL!! LAKE FORK!! Owner Financed. Call 903-878-7265

“Bubba has a personality for every bait in his tackle box!”
By: Don Hampton
 
  When you speak of people susceptible to 
personality changes, I do hope that Bubba 
crosses your mind. If you have ever been 
fishing with him, you know exactly what I 
mean.
  Bubba is the kind of guy that has a howdy 
and a smile for everyone he meets. Very sel-
dom will you find him not in a good mood. 
He even has a knack for cheering people up 
that are in a bad mood. I would say Bubba 
missed his calling in life. He should have 
been in the entertainment field instead of the 
hay field because when you go fishing with 
him it is more than fishing it is entertain-
ment. You are not just fishing with Bubba 
but also with all the personalities he shifts 
into with each type of bait he ties on his line. 
We all know about Bubba’s stuff. He’s the 
one that bought a bigger boat so he could 
carry more stuff. If there were a Guinness 
Record for the largest tackle box, Bubba’s 
name would be beside it. His boat is his tack-
le box. This is the reason he can’t go fishing 
in any of his buddies’ boats, he couldn’t get 
his tackle box in it. With each name brand 
lure in Bubba’s tackle box he has a personal-
ity he ties on with it.
  When he ties on a Rebel lure, you can al-
most see the ghost of James Dean beside 
him, but with Bubba it is “Rebel With A 

Cause!” When he ties on a Zoom, it becomes 
a “Zoom-Smackdaddy” with all the sound 
effects that go with it. With every cast you 
will hear him go “zoooooom” and when he 
sets the hook on a hawg, it is always “smack-
daddy”.
  This applies except when he ties on a Zoom 
Centipede, commonly known to anglers as a 
fry. Then Bubba becomes “Fry-Daddy”.
  The personality of Bubba’s that I personally 
like the best is when he ties on a Tiki Wave 
Worm. With knees slightly bent he will hop 
from foot to foot doing his little chant that 
goes with it. I had to sneak to the front of 
the boat during this ceremony to understand 
what he was saying, but I got the full mean-
ing. His chant with the Tiki Wave Worm is 
“umm by galla-- show me where the big bass-
walla-- an I’ll give em something to swalla”.
This one really seems to work the best for 
him.
  Bubba could care less how the manufac-
turer’s name is spelled when it comes to his 
shifting fishing personalities. A perfect ex-
ample of this is Lockhart Lures. To Bubba 
when he ties one of these lures on it means 
his heart is locked on catching the big one. 
He is just waiting for one of those big girls 
(bass) to come tug on his heartstring.
  If you see Bubba on the front of his boat 
acting like a World War II fighter pilot you 
know he has a “Bomber” tied on. If you hear 

him singing the old song “Norman My Love” 
he has a DD-22 tied on. If he starts talking 
like a hippie and doing his Cheech & Chong 
impressions, he has a Berkley tied on. If he 
is acting wildly excited he has a “Frenzy” 
tied on. If you see Bubba acting like a samu-
rai or someone out of a Bruce Lee movie you 
can bet he has a Yamamoto Custom Bait tied 
on.
  When Bubba has a Terminator Lure tied on, 
Arnold has nothing on him. He becomes the 
bad boy of the lake. Whether he catches fish 
on his spot or not before he leaves, in his 
deep Mr. Arnold Schwarzenegger voice you 
can hear him say, “I’ll be back!”
  All these characters Bubba leaves on the 
boat until the next excursion out on a lake. 
  Bubbette still thinks he is a Fly-Fisherman, 
because every time he gets the chance to go 
fishing, he flies out of the house. 

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.
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“Always Loved Never Forgotten!” Lake Fork lost a good friend on June 
10th when Lew Conder passed away to fish on heavenly waters. Lew 
had many friends on Lake Fork and all who knew him will miss him. He 
was President of Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork for 8 years and 
Vice President of ‘The Wish To Fish Foundation’. He loved fishing and 
was known best by his yellow Ford truck and yellow and black Skeeter.  
Many of us have lost a near and dear friend that will never be forgotten!

Eric Blane from Montgomery, TX., was the big winner in the 23rd An-
nual Skeeter Owners Tournament held on Lake Fork June 11th and 
12th. Eric brought to the scales a lunker weighing 9.04-lbs. For his 
catch he took home a 2016 Skeeter FX 20 powered by a Yamaha 250 
SHO plus $700 for the hourly. (See Full Story on Page 4-A)

Simpson Rushing from Forney, TX., caught the heaviest bass under the 
16” slot during the 23rd Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament weighing 
2.81-lbs. For his catch he took home a 2016 Yamaha Viking Side by Side 
and an hourly check for $600. (See Full Story on Page 4-A)

Congratulations to the ‘Top Seven’ winners in the 8th Annual Lake Fork 
Catfish Classic, Johnny Northcutt tournament winner 12.04 pound cat-
fish, Phillip Lasswell second place, David Driskell third place, Roger 
Stroman fourth place, James Lasswell fifth place, John Compton sixth 
place and Royce Dollison seventh place.    (See Full Story on Page 5-A)


