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“In Loving Memory.” Gary Smith a resident of Lake Fork passed away 
losing his battle with cancer on December 5th. Gary was a great friend. 
He was a long time member of Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork, 
helped with all the Wood County Kid Fish, and was an assistant on many 
Wish To Fish trips for special needs children. He loved fishing and loved 
Lake Fork. If heaven has a lake, he will be ‘rippen’ a lip’ there with my 
other buds that have gone before him. We miss you my friend!

Lake Fork Year End Review and What is Ahead

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork 2016 Top 6 (lt. to rt. ) Kenny 
LaDuke, 1st Place, Chris Large, 2nd Place, Don Hampton, 3rd Place, 
Rodney Ellis, 4th Place, Danny Weems, 5th Place and Gary Smith, 6th 
Place, (not in photo).  (See Story on Page 4-A)

(See Lake Fork.....
   Continued on Page 17-A)

By Don Hampton

  Lake Fork didn’t live 
up to her reputation 
in 2016 as to putting 
ShareLunkers in the 
program. This is not to 
say there will not be a 
showing in 2017. In 
the 2015/2016 TPWD 
Toyota ShareLunker 
Program there were 
only two additions of 
13-pound or over en-
tered into the program 
state wide. This in-
cludes all the lakes and 
private ponds in the 
state. One was caught 
on Sam Rayburn on 
November 2, 2015 that 
weighed 13.2-pounds 
and one that was caught 
on Alan Henry on April 
13, 2016 that weighed 

13.13-pounds. Both 
were released back 
into their lakes within 
a week after entry. This 
tells anglers quite a lot.
  Lake Fork however 
was feast or famine in 
2016 when it came to 
searching for the big 
bass. There were plen-
ty of big ones caught 
ranging from 8 to 12+ 
pounds but none sur-
passing the 13 mark 
during the program. 
This did not stop all the 
excitement on this great 
reservoir.
  The 8th Annual Mega 
Bass Tournament held 
in March drew 1,900 
anglers from 30 states 
to fish. That tourna-
ment was won by Gary 
Brett Green from Glen-

wood, Arkansas with a 
10.12-pound bass. In 
May at the 12th Annual 
Legend of Lake Fork 
Big Bass Tournament 
1,227 anglers repre-
senting 22 states came 
to participate. Landon 
Markum from Paradise, 
Texas won heaviest 
bass with one weigh-
ing 10.55-pounds. In 
June at the 23rd Annual 
Skeeter Owners Tour-
nament 2,200 anglers 
from different states 
came to fish. Winning 
heaviest bass overall 
in that tournament was 
Eric Blane from Mont-
gomery, Texas with a 
9.04-pound bass. In 
September at the 30th 
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ATTENTION: R.V. PADSITE RENTERS

For the cost of renting/leasing you can own your own 
deeded (general warranty deed) lake property with 

the following amenities:

Don’t rent -- OWN!

* GUARANTEED FINANCING
* Security gated
* Clubhouse with restaurant
* Central water & sewer systems
* Swimming pool
* Condos for your family & guests
* Playground for the children
* Playroom with pool table and foozeball
* Miniature golf
* Boat ramps on Lake Fork
* Fishing piers on Lake Fork
* Stocked interior fishing ponds
* RV Campground with full  hook-ups
* His and Her showers
* Laundromat

YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL FOR LESS OR ONLY PENNIES MORE 
THAN THE ANNUAL COST OF YOUR RENTED PAD.

Holiday Villages of Lake Fork    Call: 903-878-7263

Lake Fork Waterfront Property
Starting At $19,900

MUST SELL!! LAKE FORK!! Owner Financed. Call 903-878-7265

“Bubba’s New Year Just Has To Get Better!”
By Don Hampton

  Well Bubba had just a great Christmas with 
his family coming to his homestead. He does 
love his kids and grandkids. What he says he 
really enjoys is spoiling his grandkids while 
they’re at his house, giving them candy and 
cookies and then sending them home for his 
kids to go through what he had to go through 
raising them. He does have a sense of humor 
when it comes to that.
  I do believe what he enjoyed the most was 
the eating and opening presents though. I’m 
not real sure just how much he loved pick-
ing up all the wrapping paper and the cleanup 
afterwards, but we all know he can put on a 
good show and how much he loves that crap!
  It is a good thing he got some fishing stuff 
from Santa to play with because his New Year 
just isn’t starting off with him in the best spir-
its. The way he has been acting you would 
think his dog ran away and he had a fish hook 
stuck in his back side. The main reason for 
his change of attitude is his boat is broke. It 
would seem just before the holidays he hit 
a stump (his lack of judgment I’m sure) and 
broke the driveshaft in his motor. Well with 
the holidays you can’t get parts because ev-
eryone is celebrating with their families. Ac-
cording to Bubba this is all just wrong when it 
comes to his boat getting fixed!
  A bad part of the situation is he has good 

insurance and they have already sent him the 
check to have it fixed. He will sit staring at 
the check in his hand and whining like his lit-
tle great grandson when Bubbette won’t give 
him candy or let him have his way. Whenever 
Bubba can’t just get up and go fishing when 
he wants, you would think the world came to 
an end. To top it all off all his fishing buds 
are spending holidays with their families and 
won’t take him fishing. To Bubba this ain’t 
right either!!! He believes holidays, anniver-
saries, birthdays are great fishing times! Sun-
shine, rain, sleet or snow a fishing he will go!
  To top it all off Bubbette isn’t making mat-
ters any better. With Bubba around the house 
more she’s putting him to good use. She has 
him run-ning errands, helping with house 
chores, going shopping with her, exchanging 
gift, visiting freinds. You know, all that crap 
Bubba really loves!
  Bubbette is getting so tired of his moping 
around the house she’s ready smother him 
with a pillow in his sleep, run away from 
home or buy him a boat to get him back to 
normal. Bubba would really like the last one, 
he doesn’t care much for the others though. 
Especially the one with the pillow. She does 
believe he loves that boat way too much! At 
times she gets a little jealous of how much 
Bubba loves his boat and fishing but she 
knows there are a lot of worse habits a man 
could have.

  The best thing is within the next week Bub-
ba will be back in his boat and on the lake 
and doing what he loves with a passion! This 
will give his mechanic, his dealership, Mer-
cury, his friends, his relatives and everyone 
involved and around Bubba a reprieve and 
make him and them happy once more!  
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2017 Skeeter FX21LE

2017 Skeeter ZX225

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products Fixed and Swing Away 
Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “13th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.
 web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3
  A 3-step Powder-Coated 
Steel model that fits most 
air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
  A 3-step Stainless Steel 
model that fits most air, 
aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat 
trailers.

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4
  A 4-step model that fits most 
bay, center console, and high bow 
pleasure boat trailers. The ESS-4-SS

  A 4-step Stainless Steel model that 
fits most bay, center console, and 
high bow pleasure boat trailers.

E asy Step System
boat trai ler steps

mount to the tongue
or frame of your

trai ler so you can
load or unload
ever yone and

ever ything on or off
of your boat safely

and easi ly while sti l l
on the trai ler.

Made In America
In Tyler,  Texas

System LLC

‘Trails to Trout’ Bringing Free Youth
Fishing to Tyler’s Nature Center
  Take your favorite kid 
on a fishing trip and 
help them bag seasonal 
sport fish for free during 
the 11th annual “Trails 
to Trout” fishing days in 
January at The Nature 
Center. The East Tex-
as Woods and Waters 
Foundation (ETWWF) 
and the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) are stocking 
2,000 rainbow trout at 
the pond for adult and 
child team fishing from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 
7 and 14.
  There is no registra-
tion required and no 
need to purchase a fish-
ing license - all anglers 
need to bring is fishing 
equipment and bait. The 
ETWWF and TPWD 
will provide the rest, in-
cluding staff on-hand to 
assist beginner fishing 
duos and limited fish-
ing equipment for those 
who need it on a first-
come, first-served basis.
  “Anglers will have the 
choice of releasing their 
catch or keeping up to 
a limit of five [rainbow 
trout] per person to take 
home,” said Spencer 
Dumont, East Texas 
Regional Fisheries Di-

rector. “We also have 
fish-cleaning facilities 
and ice available cour-
tesy of the East Texas 
Woods and Waters 
Foundation.”
  In addition to the daily 
bag limit of five rain-
bow trout, anglers can 
also keep up to one 
channel catfish per day.
  After a day of fishing 
at the pond head over to 
the nearby outdoor hik-
ing trails to complete 
the great outdoors expe-
rience.
Recommended Equip-
ment: Each child will 
need a light-action 
rod and reel combina-
tion with small fishing 
hooks, light line 12 lb. 
test or less, small bob-
bers (optional), and 
small split shot. For 
bait, bring salmon eggs, 
whole kernel corn, 
marshmallows, small 
worms, or prepared 
trout bait (Berkley Pow-
erBait Hatchery For-
mula Chews or similar). 
Small rooster-tail spin-
ners work well. If you 
intend to keep trout, 
make sure to pack a 
stringer or small cooler.
How to Get Here: From 
ESE Loop 323 in Tyler, 

go southeast on Univer-
sity Blvd. (Spur 248). 
Take a right turn on 
F.M. 848 (Bascom Rd.). 
Go 0.2 miles and turn 
right at The Nature Cen-
ter gate. Please park in 
designated areas in the 
main parking area and 
walk to the pond using 
the concrete trail near 
the kiosk.
  
  A complete list of trout 
stocking dates and lo-
cations is available at 
www.tpwd.texas.gov/
troutstocking
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

welcome all visitors 
to Lake Fork

&
Have a Happy New Year

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

a slow, enticing fall rate. 
However, I believe one 
of the qualities about jigs 
that appeal to big bass 
the most is the fact that 
it is a “reaction bait”. I 
fish jigs slow most of the 
time, but when it rolls 
over a branch or root it 
still drops to the bottom 
quickly and kicks up 
some dust. When a jig 
happens to do this over a 
piece of cover a big bass 
is laying beneath, I think 
the fish will have a hard 
time not pouncing on it 
out of instinct. 
  I always trim the sili-
cone skirts on my jigs. I 
usually cut the skirt a ¼ 
inch below the bend of 
the hook. I like to cut a 
half moon type line from 
side to side, then I turn 
the jig and do it again. 
This way, the strands on 
the outer edges of the 
skirt are the shortest and 
the shorter strands flare 
out well in the water. 
This may just be a mat-
ter of preference but it 
seems to work. I also use 

a compact, crawfish imi-
tating trailer most of the 
time. I like to match the 
color of the trailer with 
the skirt colors. 
  In my next article I will 
discuss the how, where, 
and when of jig fish-
ing. Hopefully you’ve 
found something useful 
here in spite of the fact 
that some of this is very 
basic information. As a 

guide fishing with dif-
ferent anglers on a daily 
basis, I believe there 
are some misconcep-
tions about jig fishing. 
Hopefully this gives you 
some ideas, and if noth-
ing else the confidence 
to go throw a jig this 
month!

Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork Annual Meeting and Christmas Party

At Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork’s 
16th Annual Christmas Party and Annual 
Meeting there was plenty of good food and fel-
lowship.

By Don Hampton

  The Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork cel-
ebrated their 16th Annual 
Christmas Party and An-
nual Meeting on December 
17th. The event was hosted 
by Bro’s Patio on Hwy. 
515.                        
  The  event began with the 
Annual Meeting. The pur-

pose of the meeting is to 
go over tournament rules 
and by-laws to decide if 
any regulations should be 
changed for the upcoming 
year. Upon completion of 
that part of the meeting new 
officers are elected for the 
up-coming year followed 
by a discussion period.
  This past year Texas Trails 
Bassmasters of Lake Fork 

had lost two of their long-
time members, Lew Cond-
er and most recently Gary 
Smith. This somewhat put 
a damper on the festivities. 
  Once the serious portion 
of the night was concluded 
it was time for fellowship 
and celebration among the 
members and their wives. 
All the members brought 
covered dishes and their 
own beverages. The cui-
sine ranged form cheese 
burger sliders, ribs, shrimp, 
gumbo and much more in-
cluding Christmas candies 
and of course Kenny’s fa-
mous banana pudding.
  Each person also brings a 
$20 gift for the White El-
ephant. As many times as 
some of the gifts were taken 
it is amazing they were not 
worn out before the con-
clusion. In the conclu-sion 
of another great year, fish-
ing and the camaraderie of 
angling friends, everyone 

had just an excellent time. 
We’d like to thank John 
and Joanne Heimgartner, 
Fisherman’s One Stop and 
Bro’s Patio for all the assis-
tance they give our club. 
  Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of Lake Fork is a highly 
motivated progressive bass 
fishing club with ties to the 
Wish to Fish Foundation 
and weight masters at the 
Wood County Kid Fish. If 
you love bass fishing, like 
competition, wish to im-
prove your skills, and make 
new friendships that could 
last a lifetime, you should 
come join our bass club. 
  Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of Lake Fork has 13 club 
tournaments per year with 
2 drops in point category. A 
2-day tournament is held in 
the month of November at 
the end of the year champi-
onship with accommoda-
tions provided by the club. 
All tournaments are held 

within an hour drive from 
Lake Fork. This club also 
hosts 2 open tournaments 
per year on Lake Fork. One 
is held in the spring and the 
other in the fall. 
  The club meetings are 
held after each tournament 
and the next lake and date 
are voted on by the mem-
bership at that time. In this 
respect, it helps the mem-
bers that may be fishing 
other tournaments, so the 
dates will not conflict. Also 
at each meeting after the 
tournament the Top 3 win-
ners inform the rest of the 
club what they caught their 
fish on, the technique, and 
depth. In this aspect it helps 
the other anglers improve 
their skills and lets them 
know what they could have 
tried different. 
  Dues to join the club are 
a mere $30 per year. Cost 
for each tournament is $25 
with a $5 Big Bass Option. 

There is also a progressive 
side pot that an optional $5 
for the first 7-pound or over 
bass.   
  Texas Trails Bassmaster is 
a boat owner club only, no 
non-boaters are accepted. 
Family members who join 
individually can fish in the 
same boat. This refers to 
husband and wife or par-
ent and siblings. We do 
limit two anglers per boat. 
All boats, makes and mod-
els are welcome as long as 
they meet state regulations.
  If this club sounds like 
one you’d like to set your 
hook in, give me a call, 
Don Hampton at 903-360-
6994 or 903-383-7748 or 
Rodney Ellis, President at 
903-714-6473. For more 
information go to www.
texastrailsbassmasters.
com.
  
  I hope to be fishing with 
you this year!



Page 20-A                                   “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                    January January                   “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 5-A

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

David Ozio with a nice 
bass.

Mark Spaeth with 
David Ozio

Zach Turner with Da-
vid Ozio

Practice 
C.P.R.

Catch * Photo

Release

The New Year (Continued from Page 6-A)

Norm Berthelette with 
David Ozio

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Call About Our Special Priced Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)

RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park
Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only

Owned By Christian American
Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 

WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

of the grass and slow roll the bait back to the boat. 
You might be surprised at the results.
     January is also a great month to catch numbers 
on the power plant lakes. If cabin fever has set in, 
give me a call and we can wear them out where 
the water temps are summer like. If you are head-
ed out to Lake Fork in January searching for the 
trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a part of 
this trophy quest. I also have gift certificates avail-
able if you have friends or loved one’s who have 
dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can contact me 
at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.

com. You can follow me on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. 
I post my daily trip results on this page. I run a 
Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha 250SHO and would 
like to thank Skeeter for making my office on the 
lake the best in the country. I would also like to 
thank G-Loomis, Shimano and Talon Custom 
Lures for making my job the blast that it is. A spe-
cial shout out to Nautical Mile Marine in Tyler for 
all their help in keeping me on the water seven 
days a week, no issues. I hope to see a lot of you 
on the water. Romans 10:13. “Everyone who calls 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish 
all of you a blessed day.”

Help Us To Be The Best.... 
Plan Your Trips To Lake 
Fork With “The Fisher-

man’s Guide News” News 
or Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994 Fish Friendly

TPWD Supports USFWS Proposal to Remove Black-capped Vireo from Endangered Species List
  Citing a decline in threats, increased bird pop-
ulations and improved habitat, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service is taking public comment 
on its proposal to remove the black-capped 
vireo from the federal endangered species list. 
Much of the songbird’s U.S. range is in Texas, 
so the Lone Star State is where much of the 
work to aid it has occurred.
  “The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
applauds this proposal from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to remove the black-capped 
vireo from the endangered species list,” said 
Carter Smith, Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment executive director. “When a species 
recovers after serious decline, it’s a conserva-
tion success story, and this news is a testament 
to the exemplary stewardship of Texas’ private 
landowners, research and work of the depart-
ment, our non-profit partners and universities 
to responsibly manage and protect vireo habi-
tat across the state.”
  When the black-capped vireo was listed in 
1987 there were only 350 birds reported. Pri-
mary causes for the species’ decline have in-
cluded habitat loss and nest parasitism by 
brown-headed cowbirds who dupe the vireos 
into raising cowbird chicks at the cost of their 
own young.

  After multi-year scientific reviews that be-
gan in 2007, the USFWS now reports there 
are more than 5,200 known birds and more 
than 14,000 estimated across their breeding 
range. Between 1987 and 2012, the bird’s U.S. 
breeding range increased by 17 percent. Goats 
which browse on shrub foliage necessary for 
vireo nesting have posed a significant habitat 
threat, yet goat density in the U.S. breeding 
range of the vireo has declined by 47 percent. 
Also, the breeding range in Mexico was previ-
ously only known from the state of Coahuila, 
and in 2003 vireos were documented in two 
additional Mexican states. USFWS says these 
and other factors contributed to the proposal.
  “According to the best available science and 20 
years of repeated monitoring, the Service and 
our partners have reduced or adequately man-
aged the primary threats to the black-capped 
vireo, populations are, healthy and stable, and 
the vireo has greatly expanded its range and 
population numbers since the 1980s,” states a 
USFWS frequently asked questions file.
  Partnerships involving the U.S. Army, Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department, Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conservation, The Na-
ture Conservancy of Texas, Texas A&M, and 
Environmental Defense Fund, among others, 

have been key to black-capped vireo recov-
ery. Conservation efforts have included active 
management such as prescribed fire, grazing 
management, cowbird control, a 37-county 
Safe Harbor Agreement in Texas, state and 
non-governmental organization cowbird con-
trol programs, private lands incentives (e.g., 
USDA Environmental Quality Incentive Pro-
gram), eight Habitat Conservation Plans, two 
permanently protected mitigation lands, sev-
eral conservation easements, and public out-
reach.
  At TPWD’s Kerr Wildlife Management Area, 
prescribed fire, grazing management, and pop-
ulation control of wild and exotic ungulates 
have helped create and maintain habitat the vir-
eo requires to nest, including clumps or mottes 
of mixed brush with limbs and leaves that go 
all the way to the ground. Here, agency wild-
life biologists pioneered a holistic approach 
that focuses on healthy habitat that sustains all 
wildlife, including wild turkeys, quality white-
tail deer populations, and black-capped vireos. 
The TPWD Wildlife Division adapted research 
and demonstration work from Kerr WMA and 
shared it across the region via TPWD’s techni-
cal guidance program for private landowners 
and ranch managers.

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315
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By David Ozio

  “A new year is upon us and Lake Fork is setting 
up in January to be very much different than the 
past two years. Receding water levels will posi-
tion the bass differently this year and should have 
a positive effect on the fishing over the next cou-
ple of months. The one caveat will be additional 
heavy rainfalls which may have us cancel all bets. 
As of this writing, big bass are starting to gang 
up on typical winter haunts which will now make 
them easier to catch provided you are willing to 
venture out on the not so lovely days.
      As it stands now, the lake is three feet low 
and the water temps are hovering around the low 
50’s which points to the fact that most bass have 
set up on their winter haunts out in deep water. 

Their feeding habits are slowed down due to the 
cold water and one good meal could last them a 
while. The key is to target schools of shad and bar 
fish in the 20-30 foot range. Good electronics are 
the key and pay strict attention to the hooks that 
surround the school. The A-rig will be the go to 
set up to target these monster bass and rig it with 
any five inch swimbait on a 3/16 oz head. A flutter 
spoon or jigging spoon will also do the trick and 
my color choice will be gold. Focus your search 
on humps, roadbeds, long points and pond dams. 
If you notice the big arches laying on the bottom, 
switch to the Carolina rig or football jig in black/
blue to attract the larger bites. Use a long leader on 
your C-rig with a 3/0 or 4/0 hook. Creature baits, 
large worms or giants lizards will be the baits of 
choice. I use blue fleck and chartreuse pepper on 
cloudy days and watermelon red or watermelon 
candy colors when the suns beaming down in full 
force. Drop shots will play a huge roll in the com-
ing months especially if the lake stays at this level 
or slightly below. January is the time of the year 
when the ultra giants are moving around and it of-
fers the extreme possibility to boat the trophy of 
your dreams.
     An alternate pattern targets the skinny water. 
Fishing shallow on the bright sunny days is the 
place to be, especially between 2:00 and 5:00pm. 

It is the warmest part of the day and the top layer 
of water offers comfort to the sluggish bass. Veg-
etation is the attraction for these bass and I would 
throw a rattletrap or chatterbait to draw a strike. 
Depending upon the water temp, a suspending 
jerkbait would be the ticket if the temps are lag-
ging into the mid 40’s. Red colors are the main 
choice for the moving baits and I would have a 
chrome version tied on as a back up. Gold has 
worked well on partly cloudy days and I always 
keep one handy on whatever lure I present. Don’t 
be afraid to hurl them into the thick grass and rip it 
out as bass will hit it once it clears the outer edge. 
Experiment to see where the green fish might be 
positioned. Make some casts out to the deep edge 

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 15-A)

covered the hunters were over the daily bag limit 
as well. Cases were filed for over the limit and 
shooting past sunset.
--Expired and Arrested-- A Morris County game 
warden observed a small flat bottom boat with 
three male occupants on Big Cypress Creek along 
Sand Crossing at the Morris County/Camp Coun-
ty Line. Using binoculars he could see that the 
boat had an expired registration decal. Upon mak-
ing contact, the warden found several violations 
in addition to the expired registration. None of the 
occupants had fishing licenses and there was only 
one life jacket in the boat; the law requires a life 
jacket for each person onboard. Two of the men 
were issued citations, while the third received a 
ticket and a trip to the Morris County Jail after an 
identification check revealed he had a warrant for 
a parole violation for burglary.
--A Shocking Discovery--As Bowie County 
game wardens arrived on the scene in response 
to a complaint about a truck and trailer blocking 
a boat ramp, they noticed a boat had just pulled 
in and was in the process of being loaded onto 
the trailer. While making contact with the opera-
tor, the wardens observed an illegal fish shocking 
device onboard with wires still connected. During 
a subsequent search of the vessel and the truck, 
wardens recovered and released back into the lake 
two flathead catfish. They also found numerous 
devices used for illegal fishing, including a four 
bar telephone, wires, dip nets, a drill, voltage me-
ter and spotlight; all were seized as evidence. A 
meth pipe, narcotics and a pistol were also taken 
as evidence from the vehicle. The two subjects 

were booked into the Bowie County jail for fish-
ing violations and drug charges.
--That’s why it’s Called Teal Season--On the last 
day of the September teal season Trinity County 
game wardens checked a group of hunters on the 
Trinity River and discovered a pair of wood ducks 
stashed behind their duck blind. After educating 
the group about proper waterfowl identification 
and hunting seasons, cases for hunting and pos-
sessing wood ducks in closed season were filed.
--Getting Squirrely-- A Harrison County game 
warden got a call about a suspicious man walking 
down the road with a shotgun. Once in the area, 
the warden noticed a truck parked in the woods 
with two men nearby. When asked, the pair said 
they weren’t hunting, just enjoying the weather. 
A shotgun barrel sticking out of the pickup’s door 
window hinted otherwise. As he approached the 
truck the warden noticed several dead squirrels 
in the bed of the truck. The warden also recov-
ered a couple of freshly used meth pipes. Multiple 
charges filed.
--Working on Night Moves-- Van Zandt and 
Smith County wardens recently completed an in-
vestigation into an alleged road hunting incident 
stemming from an anonymous tip about a large 
buck that may have been poached at night. War-
dens determined at least eight deer may have been 
killed over several nights of road hunting during 
the summer by several juveniles. None of the deer 
were retrieved except the one large buck, still in 
velvet. In all, 70 citations and warnings were is-
sued and two rifles were seized. Cases pending.
--No Fishing License Least of their Problems-- 

A Johnson County game warden was patrolling 
Lake Pat Cleburne when he witnessed two men 
load fishing equipment into a small flat bottom 
boat. The men stated they were preparing to go 
fishing, but neither possessed a valid fishing li-
cense. The warden also observed the boat had none 
of the required water safety equipment. A check of 
the boat’s registration showed it to be stolen out 
of Fort Worth. The stolen boat was seized and the 
individual who claimed ownership of the boat was 
placed under arrest and transported to the Johnson 
County Jail. Charges pending.



Page 18-A                                  “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             January January                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 7-A 

INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Lanice * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack of Knowledge” “Fundamentals of Jig Fishing” Part 1

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Rods & Reels

Stocking 

Dealer For:

For
Tournaments, Bass Clubs, Guide 

Service, Special Functions, Family 
Reunions, & More

TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 
Sublimation Fishing Shirts

sales@clownco.com

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 (See Pack of Knowledge....
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By Andrew Grills

  Much could be written about swim jigs and football 
jigs, but the traditional “pitching” or “flipping” jig is 
the one to be throwing this time of year. In the winter 
and early spring, prespawn females feed heavily on 
crawfish. Crawfish are easy prey in the colder water 
and are one of the best sources of protein a bass can 
find. A pitching style jig is the perfect crawfish imi-
tator and can also be presented in the heavy timber 
where big fish live this time of year on Lake Fork.
  The first thing I look at when choosing a jig to fish 
in timber is the head design. This is the most impor-

tant aspect of a jig in my opinion. You want to find 
a head that comes through cover well, but more im-
portantly you want one that hooks fish well. Many 
jig companies boast of the giant hooks they use, and 
that’s because many anglers miss or lose a lot of 
bites on jigs. The hook is not at fault in most cases. 
Usually, the design of the head determines how and 
if a fish gets hooked. 
  Ideally, you want a jig head that hooks fish in the 
top of the mouth. Usually, the jig that comes through 
the wood cover best will have a narrow or pointed 
head design. The bulbous, rounded heads such as 
the traditional “arkie head” design get lodged in the 
roots and branches often and can be frustrating to 
fish. However, once a bass has that jig in its mouth 
and you set the hook, the first thing that makes con-
tact with the fish’s closed lips is the jig head. If it 
is a narrow jig head style, the jig will immediately 
turn on its side and you will end up missing the fish 
or “skin hooking” it. Once hooked, if the point isn’t 
protruding from the outside of the fish’s face, and 
is simply threaded sideways inside the fish’s mouth, 
there’s a good chance you’re using a faulty head de-
sign. I have found that I would rather deal with the 
aggravation of getting snagged more often than miss 
or lose fish, therefore I try to use a head design that 
hooks fish the best. 
  There are several head designs that are very effec-

tive. My favorite is the traditional arkie head. This 
design gets hung up some, but keep in mind its the 
head (not the hook), so they can be easily retrieved 
as long as you don’t get too impatient and bury the 
hook by yanking the rod. I like the arkie head be-
cause the fish are hooked through the roof of the 
mouth almost every time, and that means more fish 
in the boat for me and my customers. One of my 
favorites is the Santone M-Series jig. This jig has an 
arkie-style head design and a horizontal line tie. Al-
most every single fish will be pegged right through 
the top of their head. I hardly ever lose a fish on an 
M-Series jig. 
  Skirt color is another important factor. I think the 
most important thing is to find a couple colors you 
have confidence in. For me, two or three colors 
cover my jig fishing needs year round. I find I have 
more confidence using a dark colored jig in murky 
water, such as a black and blue, or black/brown/
amber combination. In clear water, a predominantly 
green pumpkin or watermelon combination works 
well for me. 
  As for jig size, I prefer to go with a heavier jig, 
but still a compact profile. A 5/8 ounce jig is what I 
use 90% of the time regardless of water depth. Many 
fishermen seem to like a lightly weighted jig with 

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-7686       

IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

New Attitude
New Hours

New Owners
Brian & Melissa  

Clayton       
PROPANE BY THE GALLON

BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED
FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish Minnows for Crappie

Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. 7am ~ 5pm
Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

Are You Ready For 
Some Crawfish?
Opening Soon!

Have
A

Runnels County Man Apprehended after 
Ramming Game Warden Vehicle
  A 52-year-old Ball-
inger man is in cus-
tody facing numerous 
felony charges fol-
lowing a confronta-
tion with law enforce-
ment recently during 
which he allegedly 
rammed two patrol 
vehicles, including a 
Texas Game Warden’s 
vehicle head on in an 
attempt to avoid ap-
prehension.
  The game warden 
was able to disable 
the vehicle by shoot-
ing out the tires. The 
suspect, John Lloyd 
Jonas, was ultimately 
placed into custody 
after resisting arrest. 
He was transported 
to the Runnels Coun-

ty Jail and booked 
on multiple charges, 
including: Criminal 
Trespass (Class B 
Misdemeanor), Unau-
thorized Use of a Mo-
tor Vehicle (State Jail 
Felony) Evading Ar-
rest (3rd Degree Fel-
ony), Resisting Arrest 
(3rd Degree Felony), 
and multiple counts 
of Aggravated Assault 
on a Peace Officer 
(1st Degree Felony).
  The incident began 
at approximately 5 
p.m. after a Runnels 
County game warden, 
the Runnels County 
Sheriff’s Office and 
the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety 
responded to a land-

owner complaint re-
garding a trespasser. 
The subject was al-
leged to be armed 
and information from 
the suspect vehicle 
showed that it had 
been reported stolen.
  Officers located the 
suspect on a nearby 
county road and upon 
approach, the suspect 
rammed two sher-
iff’s patrol vehicles 
and then rammed the 
game warden’s patrol 
vehicle head on.
  The Runnels Coun-
ty Sherriff’s Office 
and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Criminal In-
vestigations Unit are 
investigating the inci-
dent.
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TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Lake Fork Year End Review and What is Ahead (Continued from Page 1-A)

Annual Sealy Outdoors 
Big Bass Splash 2,700 
anglers representing 
28 states came to test 
the waters. Winning 
heaviest bass over-
all in that competition 
was Clifford Wyrick 
from Luling, Texas 
with a bass weighing 
11.18-pounds. In Octo-
ber at the 11th Annual 
Berkley Big Bass Tour-
nament 1,128 anglers 
representing 19 states 
came to Lake Fork. 
Heaviest bass in this 
competition was caught 
by Walter Thomas, Jr. 
from Alba, Texas and 
weighed 10.15-pounds.
  Any of the bass men-
tioned winning these 
tournaments would be 

a trophy catch to any 
angler. There are many 
bass anglers that go 
their whole life without 
catching a double-digit 
bass. The question they 
should all be asking 
themselves is what bet-
ter place to accomplish 
this than on Lake Fork. 
If you are a tournament 
fisherman, you don’t 
have to look far to find 
a good tournament on 
this lake anytime of the 
year.
  If you prefer catfish, 
the Lake Fork Sports-
man Association host 
their Annual Catfish 
Classic every June. 
This is one fun filled 
tournament everyone 
likes. If you prefer 

crappie, some of the 
very best crappie fish-
ing in the state is here 
on this great reservoir.
  In the upcoming year 
the fishing forecast 
looks to be great. We 
had a great spawn this 

past year and the catch 
rate on smaller and slot 
fish was intense with 
the numbers. These 
fish will have put on 
some length and a lot 
of weight with the 
numbers of baitfish we 

have.
  
  If you are coming to 
Lake Fork, prepare to 
have a great adventure. 
There are plenty of 
great places to stay at 
the marinas and hotels 

and if you’re looking 
for a guide, you’ll have 
no trouble in finding 
one to put you on the 
fish. Lake Fork looks 
great in 2017... hope 
to see all of you on the 
water.     

Entry Forms Soon Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

13th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 19, 20, 21, 2017

$320,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

By Terri Moon

    Happy New Year to All! 
  It’s the anticipation of 
excitement of the upcom-
ing “crappie season” in the 
year to come and also the 
reflection on this past year. 
2016 started with extreme 
high water levels to deal 
with, resulting in massive 
water releasing. This in turn 
sure made fishing tough 
the first of the year. But, as 
things stabilized you could 
finally start to see a few tree 
lines appear with falling 
lake levels and reacquaint 
yourself with the areas you 
needed to fish. 
  I will be the first to ad-
mit, the lake sure looks 
different with a couple of 
extra feet over pool stage! 
Thank goodness for my 
Lowrance! There is no 
way I would have made it 
through those times with-
out it! When you no longer 
have the marker trees vis-
ible, your GPS is priceless! 
  Our “Spring Spawn” 
this past year was actually 
pretty good. We enjoyed 
catching shallow fish till 
into June! Then our sum-
mer pattern was productive 
through September. But, 
the “Fall” has to be my 
favorite of all! The quality 
of the fall crappie this year 
was probably the nicest 
I’ve seen in a while but we 
did have to move around a 

lot which made me appre-
ciate even more my “Auto-
Stow & Deploy” MinnKo-
ta Ulterra trolling motor!
  The December fishing 
produced some really nice 
crappie off main lake points 
25-35 ft. Water temps were 
still 48 – 53 degrees due to 
some unseasonable warm 
weather but the cold was 
coming. So when water 
temps dropped, the fish 
went deeper so we just kept 
looking for the baitfish. 
Now it might not hurt to 
check a few of those spots 
that are 18 to 24 ft on your 
way to the deeper water 
– there will be a few strag-
glers. The deeper these fish 
go it might not hurt to dou-
ble rig – 2 – ½ oz. jigs about 
a foot apart. I use Lake Fork 
Tackle’s “Live Baby Shad” 
w/paddletail blue/ pearl. 
Threadfin Shad or Electric 
Chicken has been produc-
ing. This is the time of year 

I use a slow motion or NO 
motion presentation while 
vertical fishing.
  The fishing line I’m using 
is Sufix Siege in Neon Tan-
gerine 8 lb. test. I just got 
word that Oak Ridge Ma-
rina just got some in if you 
are looking for it around the 
lake. With the cold weather 
headed our way, it’s a good 
time to get respooled so 
you’ll be ready for the next 
fishable day!
  Don’t forget January is the 
start of the tackle shows. 
It’s a good time to catch 
up on the newest products 
in the fishing industry. You 
can look up show dates on 
line. Lake Fork is usually 
represented at all of them.
  
  I’m so excited for the up-
coming Lake Fork crappie 
season of 2017 and many, 
many thanks for all the 
“blessings” of 2016!       
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J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

If you have news or photos on Lake Fork 
Contact Us! “The Fisherman’s Guide News”

Lake Fork’s Lines To Get Hooked On!
 903-383-7747   or      903-360-6994

email: fishnews@lakefork.net

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Effort To Fight Arundo Ramps Up Along Hill Country Rivers
  A coalition of government and nonprofit con-
servation groups is greatly expanding the war on 
Arundo (Arundo donax), an invasive plant that 
threatens to take over scenic Hill Country rivers. 
It’s one aspect of a broader statewide effort made 
possible by a record $6.3 million to control inva-
sive aquatic species approved by the Texas Leg-
islature for the 2016-2017 biennium, an increase 
from $1.1 million in the previous two-year cycle.
Like fire ants and feral hogs, Arundo does not 
belong in Texas, but it’s threatening to take over, 
alter the shape and flow of streams and rivers, 
worsen erosion and flooding problems, and in-
crease wildfire risk. Sometimes known as giant 
reed or Carrizo cane, this highly invasive plant 
is native to the Mediterranean area, but was in-
troduced to the American Southwest in the 1800s 
as an ornamental plant. Growing in dense thick-
ets up to 30 feet tall (or taller), Arundo chokes 
out deep-rooted native vegetation that naturally 

anchors the riparian area, absorbing water, dissi-
pating stormwater energy, and reducing erosion. 
Instead, Arundo-infested areas are prone to bank 
undercutting and erosion, leading to reduced wa-
ter quality. Arundo is also a “big drinker,” us-
ing up much more water than the diverse, native 
plant community it displaces--some estimates 
suggest that tall, dense thickets of Arundo can 
use 48 acre-feet of water per acre per year.
  The Hill Country streams Arundo threatens are 
home to imperiled fishes, including the Texas 
state fish, the Guadalupe bass. Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, with support from the Na-
tional Fish Habitat Partnership, has been work-
ing to restore Guadalupe bass to these habitats, 
providing unique angling opportunities for fly 
fishing enthusiasts. However, Arundo threatens 
these efforts by degrading instream habitats the 
fish need to thrive.
  To fight the problem, Texas Parks and Wild-

tive’ includes landowners, TPWD, Hill Country 
Alliance, The Nature Conservancy, City of Fred-
ericksburg, and TxDOT, with additional support 
from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation 
and Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership.
  In the Upper Pedernales watershed around 
Fredericksburg, 65 landowners have voluntari-
ly signed up to participate this year to help at-
tack the infestation at its upstream source and 
more than 14 acres of Arundo has already been 
mapped and treated
  On the Blanco River, 67 landowners have signed 
on to participate this year to help prevent Arundo 
from getting a foothold in areas devastated by 
recent flooding, and approximately 8 acres of 
Arundo has already been mapped and treated.
  Biological monitoring is also underway to study 
how Arundo management in the Hill Country 
impacts the shape of streams, streamside plant 
communities, aquatic life, and water quality and 
quantity. This study is a collaboration between 
TPWD Inland Fisheries’ Aquatic Invasive Spe-
cies and River Studies programs.
  Hill Country riverside landowners or others 
who want more details on Arundo control op-
tions, including upcoming events or programs, 
may contact healthy.creeks@tpwd.texas.gov or 
call Ryan McGillicuddy (Blanco River) at 512-
552-3713 or Monica McGarrity (Pedernales Riv-
er and tributaries) at 512-552-3465.

life Department and 
its partners are work-
ing with riverside 
landowners plagued 
by Arundo to bring 
a multi-faceted ap-
proach to large-scale 
habitat improvements 
in the Hill Country 
that includes targeted 
management of Arun-
do infestations. This 
‘Healthy Creeks Initia-

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

Public Fishing Access Areas Open Recently on Guadalupe River
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) has signed temporary lease agreements 
with four Guadalupe River property owners to 
expand public access to the trout fishery down-
stream of Canyon Lake.
  Public fishing access is now available at Rio 
Guadalupe Resort (formerly Rio Raft and Re-
sort), and Whitewater Sports from Friday, Dec. 
2, through May 2, 2017. Additional access now 
available at Mountain Breeze Campground Dec. 
2 through April 16 and at Camp Huaco Springs 
from Dec. 2 through March 12 (except the week-
end of Feb. 25-26 when Camp Huaco Springs will 
be closed for a special event).
  Recognized as one of the top 100 trout streams 
in America and the southernmost trout stream in 
the United States, this segment of the Guadalupe 
River is managed through special fishing regula-
tions http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/manage-
ment/stocking/guadalupe.phtml. It is stocked in 
the winter months by TPWD http://tpwd.texas.

gov/troutstocking and the Guadalupe River Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited.
  The leases provide anglers with free access to 
the Guadalupe River at the four properties from 
30 minutes before daylight until 30 minutes af-
ter dusk. Anglers may use the properties for bank 
fishing and to launch non-motorized watercraft 
such as rafts, kayaks and canoes for the purpose 
of fishing. The leases were made possible with 
funding provided by the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture Voluntary Public Access and Habitat In-
centive Program.
  For additional information or directions to the 
leased fishing access areas, call or visit the follow-
ing websites:
--Mountain Breeze Campground http://moun-
tainbreezecamp.com/ 9250 River Road, New 
Braunfels, TX 78132, (830) 964-2484
--Rio Guadalupe Resort (10 vehicle limit restric-
tion) http://rioguadaluperesort.com/ 14130 River 
Road, New Braunfels, TX 78132, (830) 964-3613

--Whitewater Sports http://www.floatthegua-
dalupe.com/ 11860 Farm to Market 306, New 
Braunfels, TX 78132, (830) 964-3800
--Camp Huaco Springs http://www.camphuaco-
springs.com/4150 River Road, New Braunfels, 
TX 78132, (830) 625-5430
  For information on river fishing access areas 
throughout the state, including site specific re-
strictions, visit http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fish-
boat/fish/recreational/rivers/

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With “The 

Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

LIFE TIME WARRANTY
Let me install your bow 

lights today!
Red & Green Bow Lights

Everyday $60
Installed

Wintertime Special
8 ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch $350
Parts & Labor Included

All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint
Also Available for Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor 

Homes, Fishing Docks, Patios* Most Credit Cards Accepted

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist

Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

(See Game Warden Field Notes....
                                     Continued on Page 15-A)

(See Game Warden Field Notes....
                                     Continued on Page 19-A)

Game Warden Field Notes
  The following items are compiled from recent 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department law en-
forcement reports.
--Sounds like Poaching--A Titus County game 
warden responded to a call from a ranch bordering 
the White Oak Creek Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA). The hunting manager for the ranch stated 
he could hear what sounded like multiple ATVs, 
dogs and a cornered wild hog coming from deep 
within the WMA. This area of the WMA does not 
have an authorized ATV trail and the season for 
hunting hogs with dogs was closed. After check-
ing the entrances to the WMA and finding no ve-
hicles, he discovered the subjects were gaining 
access from private property. A group of five were 
located and issued numerous citations for having 
no Annual Public Hunting permit, hunting hogs 
with dogs during closed season on a WMA, Ille-
gal operation of an ATV on a WMA - Not Handi-
capped and operating an ATV off of designated 
trails.
--That’s Not a Clay Pigeon--Prior to the South 
Zone dove season opener, game wardens re-
sponded to a call about hunters shooting doves 
in closed season. The wardens made their way 
to a field where the subjects were at and noticed 
seven freshly killed whitewinged and mourning 
dove behind one of the hunter’s truck. As the war-

dens approached the subjects, one of them turned 
around and was holding a bird. Another quickly 
said the birds flew in front of the clay target skeet 
they were shooting at and that’s how they got 
shot. After talking with the subjects, three of them 
admitted to shooting the doves intentionally and 
that they were sorry. Multiple cases and civil res-
titution pending.
--Breaking Every Rule-- While out checking 
fishermen ahead of the South Zone dove season, 
game wardens heard what sounded like shotgun 
blasts close by. As the wardens worked their way 
toward the sound of the blasts they noticed two in-
dividuals riding in the back of a truck while trying 
to shoot birds. The wardens quickly made contact 
with the pair and noticed a freshly killed mourn-
ing dove and a common nighthawk. The wardens 
educated the subjects on the rules and regulations 
of hunting migratory game birds in closed sea-
son, hunting a protected species, hunting with un-
plugged shotguns, no hunting licenses and shoot-
ing from a vehicle. Multiple citations and civil 
restitution pending.
--No Sale--A flier in a store window in Omaha 
that read ‘Sulphur River Catfish for Sale’ caught 
the attention of a game warden, who called the 
number on the ad and set up a time and place for a 
buy. The subject was asking $5 per pound for the 

catfish, which were filleted and frozen. Dressed in 
civilian clothes, the warden met with the seller and 
identified himself to the subject. The subject said 
that he was going to call back the number from the 
call earlier in the morning to see if it was a Texas 
Parks and Wildlife number, but never got around 
to it. The man did not have the required licenses 
to catch and sell catfish and was issued a citation.
--Must be Dove Season-- Texas game wardens 
saw plenty of activity during the opening weeks 
of dove hunting season, some good and some not 
so good. Here’s a roundup:
Throwing the book …Wharton County was full 
of hunters for opening weekend in the South Zone, 
however, the number of birds was down for the 
first time in over a decade. Wharton County game 
wardens welcomed the help of wardens in neigh-
boring counties. Even with the birds scattered, 50 
cases were filed for a variety of game law viola-
tions, including: no hunter education certifica-
tion, hunting with unplugged shotguns (capacity 
is three shot-shells for migratory game birds), no 
state migratory game bird endorsement, shoot-
ing from public roadway, trespass by projectile 
(shooting onto private property) and harvesting 

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 10-A)

over the daily limit. All cases pending.
Know your limits…  Atascosa County game 
wardens checked several dove hunters during the 
Special Whitewing season. Multiple cases were 
filed for no hunting license, exceeding the daily 
limit of mourning dove and other violations. A 
total of 39 mourning dove were seized from five 
hunters who did not adhere to the two mourning 
dove per person regulation.
Off to a good start…During the opening week in 
the Central Zone and the first two weekends of the 
Special Whitewing season, Bexar county wardens 
worked tirelessly to keep up with the crowds. All 
three of Texas’ dove hunting zones cross through 
Bexar County, which creates new excitement and 
opportunity for each opening day. During the La-
bor Day holiday weekend, Bexar County game 
wardens contacted over 300 people in county 
fields. Several citations and warnings were issued, 
but by far, the public was in compliance and most 
importantly wardens reported zero hunting acci-
dents over the Labor Day weekend, which turned 
out to be five days of dove hunting.
Trail of evidence …Live Oak County game war-
dens were patrolling for dove hunters in the Spe-
cial Whitewing Area when they located a recently 
hunted field. While walking the field, the wardens 
located three chairs, a hunting bucket and over 
100 empty shot-gun shells. Next to the bucket, 

wardens found two mourning dove and a white-
winged dove that were obviously left from a prior 
evening hunt. The wardens made a visit to the 
hunting camp house on the property and although 
no hunters were present they did find two hunt-
ing vests containing dove and quail feathers and 
the carcasses of recently harvested birds in a trash 
bin at a cleaning station. After sorting through 
the carcasses and matching up wings, a total of 
29 mourning dove, 3 whitewings and 3 bobwhite 
quail were counted. Several individuals were later 
interviewed and charges are pending for waste 
of game, no hunting license, exceeding the daily 
bag limit of mourning dove and hunting quail in 
closed season.
Big ticket item …Game wardens teamed up in 
La Salle County for the opening weekend of dove 
season and discovered several baited fields that 
resulted 36 citations and 11 warnings, along with 
confiscation of 490 dove, 1 bobwhite quail, 1 kill-
deer and 1 snipe.
Do the math … Texas game wardens were check-
ing dove hunters in a field on the Concho and 
McCulloch County line when they came upon a 
gentleman standing behind a truck next to a pile of 
birds. The individual was in possession of 35 dove. 
The man informed wardens that only 12 were his 
and the rest belonged to the rest of the hunters in 
the field. Another man approached and claimed 15 

of the birds. After contacting the other five hunt-
ers and learning that none of them had any birds 
on the tailgate of the truck, the warden returned to 
talk to the two men who did claim birds. The man 
that claimed the 15 birds admitted to taking the 
other eight dove. Charges for exceeding the dai-
ly bag limit were filed, resources were seized and 
donated to a needy family. Case and restitution is 
pending.
Do the math, again …A Concho County game 
warden made contact with a dove hunter who had 
quit hunting 30 minutes before sunset and had 
killed 14 doves, one shy of a daily bag limit. Curi-
ous to why he had stopped at 14 the warden asked 
how many he had killed that morning. The man 
told him “three” and immediately realized the 
mistake he had made, admitting to harvesting 17 
for the day. Charges were filed for exceeding the 
daily bag limit, two birds were seized and donated 
to a needy family. Case and restitution is pending.
Overtime and over limit …A Coleman County 
game warden was patrolling for dove hunters 
when he heard a group shoot well after sunset, the 
end of the legal hunting day for migratory game 
birds. The warden was able to get within 10 yards 
of the hunters undetected and watched them con-
tinue to shoot after sunset. The warden also dis-



Page 14-A                                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                January January            “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                                    Page 11-A

ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles
Entry Forms Now Available At All Local 

Businesses or online:
www.legendoflakefork.com

or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 
Mailing List!!

13th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 19, 20, 21, 2017

$320,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

     Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

“Call For Winter Specials!” $50/Night Cabins
$110/Night Bunkhouse            903-383-7885

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Covered Boat Parking • Clean Cabins • Full Baths

 Direct TV • Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Two Double Beds • Guide Services Available

Winners of the Youth Arts Contest Announced
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Arts in 
the Parks program has announced the winners of the 
Texas State Parks Youth Arts Contest, which ran from 
May 1 to Nov. 1. TPWD will showcase the winning art 
pieces in the 2017 calendar and on the Arts in the Parks 
webpage.
  The contest is part of a larger national competition 
organized by the “Get to Know” organization, which 
encourages kids to get outside and create art. Youths 
were encouraged to share their outdoor experiences 

using art, writing, photography, video and music. Sub-
missions were entered in both the state and national Get 
to Know Contests.
  Texas judges chose winners from three age categories: 
14-19, 10-13 and under 10.
  The grand prize winner is Grand Prairie native Kailee 
Mathison, 17, for her entry “Habitat.” The artwork was 
inspired by the diverse landscape of Palo Duro Canyon 
State Park. This entry will be the cover image of the 
calendar.

  Marlyss Brightwell, 15, from Mesquite won first prize 
in the age 14-19 category for her photograph titled 
“The Great Blue Sea.” The photo shows a great blue 
heron standing on the beach at Galveston Island State 
Park. This image will be used as the January page in 
the calendar.
  The winner of the 10-13 age group is Joy C., 13, from 
San Antonio for her photo titled “My blue-eyed broth-
er.” The photo shows a blue-eyed boy sitting above the 
waterfalls at Blanco State Park. This picture will be the 
featured image in the calendar for the month of May.
  Pearland native Sophia Ma, 9, placed first in the age 
10 or under category with her artwork titled “Heron by 
the Water.” The entry was inspired by the wildlife at 
Brazos Bend State Park. Her art will be used as the fea-
ture image for the month of September.
  The Arts in the Parks program, which started in 2013, 
provides a creative outlet for kids to showcase the beau-
ty of Texas State Parks through art, photography, writ-
ing, videography and music. The program has grown 
steadily over the last four years and more parks state-
wide are hosting art workshops year-round.
  For a PDF copy of this year’s calendar, visit the Arts 
in the Parks page.
To see this year’s entries, visit the Texas State Parks gal-
lery.
  To find an art workshop near you, visit the arts & crafts 
and photography event pages on our calendar.

We are having a garage sale at our stor-
age shed on Lake Fork. We have chain 
link fence, Sears riding lawn mower and 
attachments, furniture, gas coin oper-
ated dryer, plumbing supplies, trolling 
motors. Our sale is at 8297 W. FM 515 
Yantis, on January 28 & 29 at 9:00 am.

 Tony Malone   972-743-5986

TPWD Winter Stocking Effort Underway at over 100 Sites
  These stockings will bring plenty of joy this 
winter to boys and girls of all ages. The Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) an-
nual fish stockings of rainbow trout are currently 
underway on 18 designated Neighborhood Fish-
in’ lakes across the state.
  In the coming months, TPWD will stock nearly 
300,000 hatchery-raised trout at lakes, ponds 
and river tailraces for fun winter fishing.
  Neighborhood Fishin’ lakes in 11 urban areas 
around Texas offer family fishing opportunities 
in clean, well-lit spots in city parks with picnic 
tables and restrooms and will be stocked fre-
quently throughout the season.
  For those who want to experience a true trout 
fishing destination adventure, the popular Gua-
dalupe River fishery downstream of Canyon 
Lake between Austin and San Antonio  received 
its first TPWD stocking Friday, Dec. 2. Tempo-
rary lease agreements with four privately-owned 
resorts provide free public fishing access to the 
river. More than 100 additional sites around the 
state will receive one or more stockings of trout.
  TPWD has stocked rainbows each winter since 
the 1970s to provide Texans with additional fish-
ing opportunity during the cold weather months.
  “Most Texas waters get too warm for trout to 
survive in summer, so we stock them for a put-

and-take fishery during the winter months,” said 
Carl Kittel, TPWD hatchery program director. 
“The hatchery-reared fish will bite almost im-
mediately after stocking and typically will take a 
variety of baits, from whole kernel canned corn 
or commercial soft bait to artificial flies and even 
small spinnerbaits.”
  Fishing gear can be as basic as an inexpensive 
spincast rod and reel combo, a small plastic bob-
ber, a fishing weight and a hook. It’s also a good 
idea to carry along a pair of needle-nosed pliers 
to help remove hooks, and a five gallon buck-
et, small ice chest or fish stringer to keep your 
catch. Be sure to keep fresh trout cold on ice or 
refrigerated.
  Rainbow and brown trout are subject to a five 
fish per day bag limit, with no minimum length 
limit. Special regulations are in effect on two 
sections of the Guadalupe River: starting 800 
yards downstream of the Canyon Dam release 
and extending to the east bridge on Hwy 306, the 
length limit is a 12-18 inch slot. Trout 12 inches 
and less or 18 inches or greater in length may 
be retained, and only one of the five-fish daily 
bag can be 18 inches or longer. From the east-
ernmost bridge on FM 306 downstream to the 
second bridge crossing on River Road, there is 
an 18-inch minimum length limit and a one trout 

daily bag. Harvest of trout in these special zones 
is by artificial lures only.
  Anglers age 17 and older must have a valid 
Texas freshwater fishing license, unless fishing 
within a Texas State Park where fishing licenses 
are not required.
A complete list of trout stocking dates and loca-
tions is available at www.tpwd.texas.gov/trout-
stocking
  For a list and map of Neighborhood Fishin’ 
lakes, see www.neighborhoodfishin.org
  For details on the Guadalupe River public ac-
cess leases, see http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/
fish/management/stocking/guadalupe.phtml
  
  A video of rainbow trout stocking and fishing 
may be viewed at http://youtu.be/x_UEX_R_
BRQ
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Winners of the Youth Arts Contest Announced
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Arts in 
the Parks program has announced the winners of the 
Texas State Parks Youth Arts Contest, which ran from 
May 1 to Nov. 1. TPWD will showcase the winning art 
pieces in the 2017 calendar and on the Arts in the Parks 
webpage.
  The contest is part of a larger national competition 
organized by the “Get to Know” organization, which 
encourages kids to get outside and create art. Youths 
were encouraged to share their outdoor experiences 

using art, writing, photography, video and music. Sub-
missions were entered in both the state and national Get 
to Know Contests.
  Texas judges chose winners from three age categories: 
14-19, 10-13 and under 10.
  The grand prize winner is Grand Prairie native Kailee 
Mathison, 17, for her entry “Habitat.” The artwork was 
inspired by the diverse landscape of Palo Duro Canyon 
State Park. This entry will be the cover image of the 
calendar.

  Marlyss Brightwell, 15, from Mesquite won first prize 
in the age 14-19 category for her photograph titled 
“The Great Blue Sea.” The photo shows a great blue 
heron standing on the beach at Galveston Island State 
Park. This image will be used as the January page in 
the calendar.
  The winner of the 10-13 age group is Joy C., 13, from 
San Antonio for her photo titled “My blue-eyed broth-
er.” The photo shows a blue-eyed boy sitting above the 
waterfalls at Blanco State Park. This picture will be the 
featured image in the calendar for the month of May.
  Pearland native Sophia Ma, 9, placed first in the age 
10 or under category with her artwork titled “Heron by 
the Water.” The entry was inspired by the wildlife at 
Brazos Bend State Park. Her art will be used as the fea-
ture image for the month of September.
  The Arts in the Parks program, which started in 2013, 
provides a creative outlet for kids to showcase the beau-
ty of Texas State Parks through art, photography, writ-
ing, videography and music. The program has grown 
steadily over the last four years and more parks state-
wide are hosting art workshops year-round.
  For a PDF copy of this year’s calendar, visit the Arts 
in the Parks page.
To see this year’s entries, visit the Texas State Parks gal-
lery.
  To find an art workshop near you, visit the arts & crafts 
and photography event pages on our calendar.

We are having a garage sale at our stor-
age shed on Lake Fork. We have chain 
link fence, Sears riding lawn mower and 
attachments, furniture, gas coin oper-
ated dryer, plumbing supplies, trolling 
motors. Our sale is at 8297 W. FM 515 
Yantis, on January 28 & 29 at 9:00 am.

 Tony Malone   972-743-5986

TPWD Winter Stocking Effort Underway at over 100 Sites
  These stockings will bring plenty of joy this 
winter to boys and girls of all ages. The Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) an-
nual fish stockings of rainbow trout are currently 
underway on 18 designated Neighborhood Fish-
in’ lakes across the state.
  In the coming months, TPWD will stock nearly 
300,000 hatchery-raised trout at lakes, ponds 
and river tailraces for fun winter fishing.
  Neighborhood Fishin’ lakes in 11 urban areas 
around Texas offer family fishing opportunities 
in clean, well-lit spots in city parks with picnic 
tables and restrooms and will be stocked fre-
quently throughout the season.
  For those who want to experience a true trout 
fishing destination adventure, the popular Gua-
dalupe River fishery downstream of Canyon 
Lake between Austin and San Antonio  received 
its first TPWD stocking Friday, Dec. 2. Tempo-
rary lease agreements with four privately-owned 
resorts provide free public fishing access to the 
river. More than 100 additional sites around the 
state will receive one or more stockings of trout.
  TPWD has stocked rainbows each winter since 
the 1970s to provide Texans with additional fish-
ing opportunity during the cold weather months.
  “Most Texas waters get too warm for trout to 
survive in summer, so we stock them for a put-

and-take fishery during the winter months,” said 
Carl Kittel, TPWD hatchery program director. 
“The hatchery-reared fish will bite almost im-
mediately after stocking and typically will take a 
variety of baits, from whole kernel canned corn 
or commercial soft bait to artificial flies and even 
small spinnerbaits.”
  Fishing gear can be as basic as an inexpensive 
spincast rod and reel combo, a small plastic bob-
ber, a fishing weight and a hook. It’s also a good 
idea to carry along a pair of needle-nosed pliers 
to help remove hooks, and a five gallon buck-
et, small ice chest or fish stringer to keep your 
catch. Be sure to keep fresh trout cold on ice or 
refrigerated.
  Rainbow and brown trout are subject to a five 
fish per day bag limit, with no minimum length 
limit. Special regulations are in effect on two 
sections of the Guadalupe River: starting 800 
yards downstream of the Canyon Dam release 
and extending to the east bridge on Hwy 306, the 
length limit is a 12-18 inch slot. Trout 12 inches 
and less or 18 inches or greater in length may 
be retained, and only one of the five-fish daily 
bag can be 18 inches or longer. From the east-
ernmost bridge on FM 306 downstream to the 
second bridge crossing on River Road, there is 
an 18-inch minimum length limit and a one trout 

daily bag. Harvest of trout in these special zones 
is by artificial lures only.
  Anglers age 17 and older must have a valid 
Texas freshwater fishing license, unless fishing 
within a Texas State Park where fishing licenses 
are not required.
A complete list of trout stocking dates and loca-
tions is available at www.tpwd.texas.gov/trout-
stocking
  For a list and map of Neighborhood Fishin’ 
lakes, see www.neighborhoodfishin.org
  For details on the Guadalupe River public ac-
cess leases, see http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/
fish/management/stocking/guadalupe.phtml
  
  A video of rainbow trout stocking and fishing 
may be viewed at http://youtu.be/x_UEX_R_
BRQ
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

LIFE TIME WARRANTY
Let me install your bow 

lights today!
Red & Green Bow Lights

Everyday $60
Installed

Wintertime Special
8 ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch $350
Parts & Labor Included

All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint
Also Available for Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor 

Homes, Fishing Docks, Patios* Most Credit Cards Accepted

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist

Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

(See Game Warden Field Notes....
                                     Continued on Page 15-A)

(See Game Warden Field Notes....
                                     Continued on Page 19-A)

Game Warden Field Notes
  The following items are compiled from recent 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department law en-
forcement reports.
--Sounds like Poaching--A Titus County game 
warden responded to a call from a ranch bordering 
the White Oak Creek Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA). The hunting manager for the ranch stated 
he could hear what sounded like multiple ATVs, 
dogs and a cornered wild hog coming from deep 
within the WMA. This area of the WMA does not 
have an authorized ATV trail and the season for 
hunting hogs with dogs was closed. After check-
ing the entrances to the WMA and finding no ve-
hicles, he discovered the subjects were gaining 
access from private property. A group of five were 
located and issued numerous citations for having 
no Annual Public Hunting permit, hunting hogs 
with dogs during closed season on a WMA, Ille-
gal operation of an ATV on a WMA - Not Handi-
capped and operating an ATV off of designated 
trails.
--That’s Not a Clay Pigeon--Prior to the South 
Zone dove season opener, game wardens re-
sponded to a call about hunters shooting doves 
in closed season. The wardens made their way 
to a field where the subjects were at and noticed 
seven freshly killed whitewinged and mourning 
dove behind one of the hunter’s truck. As the war-

dens approached the subjects, one of them turned 
around and was holding a bird. Another quickly 
said the birds flew in front of the clay target skeet 
they were shooting at and that’s how they got 
shot. After talking with the subjects, three of them 
admitted to shooting the doves intentionally and 
that they were sorry. Multiple cases and civil res-
titution pending.
--Breaking Every Rule-- While out checking 
fishermen ahead of the South Zone dove season, 
game wardens heard what sounded like shotgun 
blasts close by. As the wardens worked their way 
toward the sound of the blasts they noticed two in-
dividuals riding in the back of a truck while trying 
to shoot birds. The wardens quickly made contact 
with the pair and noticed a freshly killed mourn-
ing dove and a common nighthawk. The wardens 
educated the subjects on the rules and regulations 
of hunting migratory game birds in closed sea-
son, hunting a protected species, hunting with un-
plugged shotguns, no hunting licenses and shoot-
ing from a vehicle. Multiple citations and civil 
restitution pending.
--No Sale--A flier in a store window in Omaha 
that read ‘Sulphur River Catfish for Sale’ caught 
the attention of a game warden, who called the 
number on the ad and set up a time and place for a 
buy. The subject was asking $5 per pound for the 

catfish, which were filleted and frozen. Dressed in 
civilian clothes, the warden met with the seller and 
identified himself to the subject. The subject said 
that he was going to call back the number from the 
call earlier in the morning to see if it was a Texas 
Parks and Wildlife number, but never got around 
to it. The man did not have the required licenses 
to catch and sell catfish and was issued a citation.
--Must be Dove Season-- Texas game wardens 
saw plenty of activity during the opening weeks 
of dove hunting season, some good and some not 
so good. Here’s a roundup:
Throwing the book …Wharton County was full 
of hunters for opening weekend in the South Zone, 
however, the number of birds was down for the 
first time in over a decade. Wharton County game 
wardens welcomed the help of wardens in neigh-
boring counties. Even with the birds scattered, 50 
cases were filed for a variety of game law viola-
tions, including: no hunter education certifica-
tion, hunting with unplugged shotguns (capacity 
is three shot-shells for migratory game birds), no 
state migratory game bird endorsement, shoot-
ing from public roadway, trespass by projectile 
(shooting onto private property) and harvesting 

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 10-A)

over the daily limit. All cases pending.
Know your limits…  Atascosa County game 
wardens checked several dove hunters during the 
Special Whitewing season. Multiple cases were 
filed for no hunting license, exceeding the daily 
limit of mourning dove and other violations. A 
total of 39 mourning dove were seized from five 
hunters who did not adhere to the two mourning 
dove per person regulation.
Off to a good start…During the opening week in 
the Central Zone and the first two weekends of the 
Special Whitewing season, Bexar county wardens 
worked tirelessly to keep up with the crowds. All 
three of Texas’ dove hunting zones cross through 
Bexar County, which creates new excitement and 
opportunity for each opening day. During the La-
bor Day holiday weekend, Bexar County game 
wardens contacted over 300 people in county 
fields. Several citations and warnings were issued, 
but by far, the public was in compliance and most 
importantly wardens reported zero hunting acci-
dents over the Labor Day weekend, which turned 
out to be five days of dove hunting.
Trail of evidence …Live Oak County game war-
dens were patrolling for dove hunters in the Spe-
cial Whitewing Area when they located a recently 
hunted field. While walking the field, the wardens 
located three chairs, a hunting bucket and over 
100 empty shot-gun shells. Next to the bucket, 

wardens found two mourning dove and a white-
winged dove that were obviously left from a prior 
evening hunt. The wardens made a visit to the 
hunting camp house on the property and although 
no hunters were present they did find two hunt-
ing vests containing dove and quail feathers and 
the carcasses of recently harvested birds in a trash 
bin at a cleaning station. After sorting through 
the carcasses and matching up wings, a total of 
29 mourning dove, 3 whitewings and 3 bobwhite 
quail were counted. Several individuals were later 
interviewed and charges are pending for waste 
of game, no hunting license, exceeding the daily 
bag limit of mourning dove and hunting quail in 
closed season.
Big ticket item …Game wardens teamed up in 
La Salle County for the opening weekend of dove 
season and discovered several baited fields that 
resulted 36 citations and 11 warnings, along with 
confiscation of 490 dove, 1 bobwhite quail, 1 kill-
deer and 1 snipe.
Do the math … Texas game wardens were check-
ing dove hunters in a field on the Concho and 
McCulloch County line when they came upon a 
gentleman standing behind a truck next to a pile of 
birds. The individual was in possession of 35 dove. 
The man informed wardens that only 12 were his 
and the rest belonged to the rest of the hunters in 
the field. Another man approached and claimed 15 

of the birds. After contacting the other five hunt-
ers and learning that none of them had any birds 
on the tailgate of the truck, the warden returned to 
talk to the two men who did claim birds. The man 
that claimed the 15 birds admitted to taking the 
other eight dove. Charges for exceeding the dai-
ly bag limit were filed, resources were seized and 
donated to a needy family. Case and restitution is 
pending.
Do the math, again …A Concho County game 
warden made contact with a dove hunter who had 
quit hunting 30 minutes before sunset and had 
killed 14 doves, one shy of a daily bag limit. Curi-
ous to why he had stopped at 14 the warden asked 
how many he had killed that morning. The man 
told him “three” and immediately realized the 
mistake he had made, admitting to harvesting 17 
for the day. Charges were filed for exceeding the 
daily bag limit, two birds were seized and donated 
to a needy family. Case and restitution is pending.
Overtime and over limit …A Coleman County 
game warden was patrolling for dove hunters 
when he heard a group shoot well after sunset, the 
end of the legal hunting day for migratory game 
birds. The warden was able to get within 10 yards 
of the hunters undetected and watched them con-
tinue to shoot after sunset. The warden also dis-
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J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

If you have news or photos on Lake Fork 
Contact Us! “The Fisherman’s Guide News”

Lake Fork’s Lines To Get Hooked On!
 903-383-7747   or      903-360-6994

email: fishnews@lakefork.net

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-383-7773

Effort To Fight Arundo Ramps Up Along Hill Country Rivers
  A coalition of government and nonprofit con-
servation groups is greatly expanding the war on 
Arundo (Arundo donax), an invasive plant that 
threatens to take over scenic Hill Country rivers. 
It’s one aspect of a broader statewide effort made 
possible by a record $6.3 million to control inva-
sive aquatic species approved by the Texas Leg-
islature for the 2016-2017 biennium, an increase 
from $1.1 million in the previous two-year cycle.
Like fire ants and feral hogs, Arundo does not 
belong in Texas, but it’s threatening to take over, 
alter the shape and flow of streams and rivers, 
worsen erosion and flooding problems, and in-
crease wildfire risk. Sometimes known as giant 
reed or Carrizo cane, this highly invasive plant 
is native to the Mediterranean area, but was in-
troduced to the American Southwest in the 1800s 
as an ornamental plant. Growing in dense thick-
ets up to 30 feet tall (or taller), Arundo chokes 
out deep-rooted native vegetation that naturally 

anchors the riparian area, absorbing water, dissi-
pating stormwater energy, and reducing erosion. 
Instead, Arundo-infested areas are prone to bank 
undercutting and erosion, leading to reduced wa-
ter quality. Arundo is also a “big drinker,” us-
ing up much more water than the diverse, native 
plant community it displaces--some estimates 
suggest that tall, dense thickets of Arundo can 
use 48 acre-feet of water per acre per year.
  The Hill Country streams Arundo threatens are 
home to imperiled fishes, including the Texas 
state fish, the Guadalupe bass. Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, with support from the Na-
tional Fish Habitat Partnership, has been work-
ing to restore Guadalupe bass to these habitats, 
providing unique angling opportunities for fly 
fishing enthusiasts. However, Arundo threatens 
these efforts by degrading instream habitats the 
fish need to thrive.
  To fight the problem, Texas Parks and Wild-

tive’ includes landowners, TPWD, Hill Country 
Alliance, The Nature Conservancy, City of Fred-
ericksburg, and TxDOT, with additional support 
from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation 
and Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership.
  In the Upper Pedernales watershed around 
Fredericksburg, 65 landowners have voluntari-
ly signed up to participate this year to help at-
tack the infestation at its upstream source and 
more than 14 acres of Arundo has already been 
mapped and treated
  On the Blanco River, 67 landowners have signed 
on to participate this year to help prevent Arundo 
from getting a foothold in areas devastated by 
recent flooding, and approximately 8 acres of 
Arundo has already been mapped and treated.
  Biological monitoring is also underway to study 
how Arundo management in the Hill Country 
impacts the shape of streams, streamside plant 
communities, aquatic life, and water quality and 
quantity. This study is a collaboration between 
TPWD Inland Fisheries’ Aquatic Invasive Spe-
cies and River Studies programs.
  Hill Country riverside landowners or others 
who want more details on Arundo control op-
tions, including upcoming events or programs, 
may contact healthy.creeks@tpwd.texas.gov or 
call Ryan McGillicuddy (Blanco River) at 512-
552-3713 or Monica McGarrity (Pedernales Riv-
er and tributaries) at 512-552-3465.

life Department and 
its partners are work-
ing with riverside 
landowners plagued 
by Arundo to bring 
a multi-faceted ap-
proach to large-scale 
habitat improvements 
in the Hill Country 
that includes targeted 
management of Arun-
do infestations. This 
‘Healthy Creeks Initia-

Fish FriendlyPractice C.P.R.

Public Fishing Access Areas Open Recently on Guadalupe River
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) has signed temporary lease agreements 
with four Guadalupe River property owners to 
expand public access to the trout fishery down-
stream of Canyon Lake.
  Public fishing access is now available at Rio 
Guadalupe Resort (formerly Rio Raft and Re-
sort), and Whitewater Sports from Friday, Dec. 
2, through May 2, 2017. Additional access now 
available at Mountain Breeze Campground Dec. 
2 through April 16 and at Camp Huaco Springs 
from Dec. 2 through March 12 (except the week-
end of Feb. 25-26 when Camp Huaco Springs will 
be closed for a special event).
  Recognized as one of the top 100 trout streams 
in America and the southernmost trout stream in 
the United States, this segment of the Guadalupe 
River is managed through special fishing regula-
tions http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/manage-
ment/stocking/guadalupe.phtml. It is stocked in 
the winter months by TPWD http://tpwd.texas.

gov/troutstocking and the Guadalupe River Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited.
  The leases provide anglers with free access to 
the Guadalupe River at the four properties from 
30 minutes before daylight until 30 minutes af-
ter dusk. Anglers may use the properties for bank 
fishing and to launch non-motorized watercraft 
such as rafts, kayaks and canoes for the purpose 
of fishing. The leases were made possible with 
funding provided by the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture Voluntary Public Access and Habitat In-
centive Program.
  For additional information or directions to the 
leased fishing access areas, call or visit the follow-
ing websites:
--Mountain Breeze Campground http://moun-
tainbreezecamp.com/ 9250 River Road, New 
Braunfels, TX 78132, (830) 964-2484
--Rio Guadalupe Resort (10 vehicle limit restric-
tion) http://rioguadaluperesort.com/ 14130 River 
Road, New Braunfels, TX 78132, (830) 964-3613

--Whitewater Sports http://www.floatthegua-
dalupe.com/ 11860 Farm to Market 306, New 
Braunfels, TX 78132, (830) 964-3800
--Camp Huaco Springs http://www.camphuaco-
springs.com/4150 River Road, New Braunfels, 
TX 78132, (830) 625-5430
  For information on river fishing access areas 
throughout the state, including site specific re-
strictions, visit http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fish-
boat/fish/recreational/rivers/

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your 
Trips To Lake Fork With “The 

Fisherman’s Guide News” 
News or Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994
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TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-383-7773
GROUP FISH FRYS AVAILABLE

Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

Lake Fork Year End Review and What is Ahead (Continued from Page 1-A)

Annual Sealy Outdoors 
Big Bass Splash 2,700 
anglers representing 
28 states came to test 
the waters. Winning 
heaviest bass over-
all in that competition 
was Clifford Wyrick 
from Luling, Texas 
with a bass weighing 
11.18-pounds. In Octo-
ber at the 11th Annual 
Berkley Big Bass Tour-
nament 1,128 anglers 
representing 19 states 
came to Lake Fork. 
Heaviest bass in this 
competition was caught 
by Walter Thomas, Jr. 
from Alba, Texas and 
weighed 10.15-pounds.
  Any of the bass men-
tioned winning these 
tournaments would be 

a trophy catch to any 
angler. There are many 
bass anglers that go 
their whole life without 
catching a double-digit 
bass. The question they 
should all be asking 
themselves is what bet-
ter place to accomplish 
this than on Lake Fork. 
If you are a tournament 
fisherman, you don’t 
have to look far to find 
a good tournament on 
this lake anytime of the 
year.
  If you prefer catfish, 
the Lake Fork Sports-
man Association host 
their Annual Catfish 
Classic every June. 
This is one fun filled 
tournament everyone 
likes. If you prefer 

crappie, some of the 
very best crappie fish-
ing in the state is here 
on this great reservoir.
  In the upcoming year 
the fishing forecast 
looks to be great. We 
had a great spawn this 

past year and the catch 
rate on smaller and slot 
fish was intense with 
the numbers. These 
fish will have put on 
some length and a lot 
of weight with the 
numbers of baitfish we 

have.
  
  If you are coming to 
Lake Fork, prepare to 
have a great adventure. 
There are plenty of 
great places to stay at 
the marinas and hotels 

and if you’re looking 
for a guide, you’ll have 
no trouble in finding 
one to put you on the 
fish. Lake Fork looks 
great in 2017... hope 
to see all of you on the 
water.     

Entry Forms Soon Available At All Local 
Businesses or online:

www.legendoflakefork.com
or call: 903-383-7748 to be put on 

Mailing List!!

13th Annual Legend
Of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
May 19, 20, 21, 2017

$320,000
Guaranteed In 
Cash & Prizes

All Boats, Makes & 
Models Welcome!!

By Terri Moon

    Happy New Year to All! 
  It’s the anticipation of 
excitement of the upcom-
ing “crappie season” in the 
year to come and also the 
reflection on this past year. 
2016 started with extreme 
high water levels to deal 
with, resulting in massive 
water releasing. This in turn 
sure made fishing tough 
the first of the year. But, as 
things stabilized you could 
finally start to see a few tree 
lines appear with falling 
lake levels and reacquaint 
yourself with the areas you 
needed to fish. 
  I will be the first to ad-
mit, the lake sure looks 
different with a couple of 
extra feet over pool stage! 
Thank goodness for my 
Lowrance! There is no 
way I would have made it 
through those times with-
out it! When you no longer 
have the marker trees vis-
ible, your GPS is priceless! 
  Our “Spring Spawn” 
this past year was actually 
pretty good. We enjoyed 
catching shallow fish till 
into June! Then our sum-
mer pattern was productive 
through September. But, 
the “Fall” has to be my 
favorite of all! The quality 
of the fall crappie this year 
was probably the nicest 
I’ve seen in a while but we 
did have to move around a 

lot which made me appre-
ciate even more my “Auto-
Stow & Deploy” MinnKo-
ta Ulterra trolling motor!
  The December fishing 
produced some really nice 
crappie off main lake points 
25-35 ft. Water temps were 
still 48 – 53 degrees due to 
some unseasonable warm 
weather but the cold was 
coming. So when water 
temps dropped, the fish 
went deeper so we just kept 
looking for the baitfish. 
Now it might not hurt to 
check a few of those spots 
that are 18 to 24 ft on your 
way to the deeper water 
– there will be a few strag-
glers. The deeper these fish 
go it might not hurt to dou-
ble rig – 2 – ½ oz. jigs about 
a foot apart. I use Lake Fork 
Tackle’s “Live Baby Shad” 
w/paddletail blue/ pearl. 
Threadfin Shad or Electric 
Chicken has been produc-
ing. This is the time of year 

I use a slow motion or NO 
motion presentation while 
vertical fishing.
  The fishing line I’m using 
is Sufix Siege in Neon Tan-
gerine 8 lb. test. I just got 
word that Oak Ridge Ma-
rina just got some in if you 
are looking for it around the 
lake. With the cold weather 
headed our way, it’s a good 
time to get respooled so 
you’ll be ready for the next 
fishable day!
  Don’t forget January is the 
start of the tackle shows. 
It’s a good time to catch 
up on the newest products 
in the fishing industry. You 
can look up show dates on 
line. Lake Fork is usually 
represented at all of them.
  
  I’m so excited for the up-
coming Lake Fork crappie 
season of 2017 and many, 
many thanks for all the 
“blessings” of 2016!       
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Lanice * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack of Knowledge” “Fundamentals of Jig Fishing” Part 1

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Rods & Reels

Stocking 

Dealer For:

For
Tournaments, Bass Clubs, Guide 

Service, Special Functions, Family 
Reunions, & More

TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 
Sublimation Fishing Shirts

sales@clownco.com

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 (See Pack of Knowledge....

                                 Continued on Page 21-A)

By Andrew Grills

  Much could be written about swim jigs and football 
jigs, but the traditional “pitching” or “flipping” jig is 
the one to be throwing this time of year. In the winter 
and early spring, prespawn females feed heavily on 
crawfish. Crawfish are easy prey in the colder water 
and are one of the best sources of protein a bass can 
find. A pitching style jig is the perfect crawfish imi-
tator and can also be presented in the heavy timber 
where big fish live this time of year on Lake Fork.
  The first thing I look at when choosing a jig to fish 
in timber is the head design. This is the most impor-

tant aspect of a jig in my opinion. You want to find 
a head that comes through cover well, but more im-
portantly you want one that hooks fish well. Many 
jig companies boast of the giant hooks they use, and 
that’s because many anglers miss or lose a lot of 
bites on jigs. The hook is not at fault in most cases. 
Usually, the design of the head determines how and 
if a fish gets hooked. 
  Ideally, you want a jig head that hooks fish in the 
top of the mouth. Usually, the jig that comes through 
the wood cover best will have a narrow or pointed 
head design. The bulbous, rounded heads such as 
the traditional “arkie head” design get lodged in the 
roots and branches often and can be frustrating to 
fish. However, once a bass has that jig in its mouth 
and you set the hook, the first thing that makes con-
tact with the fish’s closed lips is the jig head. If it 
is a narrow jig head style, the jig will immediately 
turn on its side and you will end up missing the fish 
or “skin hooking” it. Once hooked, if the point isn’t 
protruding from the outside of the fish’s face, and 
is simply threaded sideways inside the fish’s mouth, 
there’s a good chance you’re using a faulty head de-
sign. I have found that I would rather deal with the 
aggravation of getting snagged more often than miss 
or lose fish, therefore I try to use a head design that 
hooks fish the best. 
  There are several head designs that are very effec-

tive. My favorite is the traditional arkie head. This 
design gets hung up some, but keep in mind its the 
head (not the hook), so they can be easily retrieved 
as long as you don’t get too impatient and bury the 
hook by yanking the rod. I like the arkie head be-
cause the fish are hooked through the roof of the 
mouth almost every time, and that means more fish 
in the boat for me and my customers. One of my 
favorites is the Santone M-Series jig. This jig has an 
arkie-style head design and a horizontal line tie. Al-
most every single fish will be pegged right through 
the top of their head. I hardly ever lose a fish on an 
M-Series jig. 
  Skirt color is another important factor. I think the 
most important thing is to find a couple colors you 
have confidence in. For me, two or three colors 
cover my jig fishing needs year round. I find I have 
more confidence using a dark colored jig in murky 
water, such as a black and blue, or black/brown/
amber combination. In clear water, a predominantly 
green pumpkin or watermelon combination works 
well for me. 
  As for jig size, I prefer to go with a heavier jig, 
but still a compact profile. A 5/8 ounce jig is what I 
use 90% of the time regardless of water depth. Many 
fishermen seem to like a lightly weighted jig with 
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Runnels County Man Apprehended after 
Ramming Game Warden Vehicle
  A 52-year-old Ball-
inger man is in cus-
tody facing numerous 
felony charges fol-
lowing a confronta-
tion with law enforce-
ment recently during 
which he allegedly 
rammed two patrol 
vehicles, including a 
Texas Game Warden’s 
vehicle head on in an 
attempt to avoid ap-
prehension.
  The game warden 
was able to disable 
the vehicle by shoot-
ing out the tires. The 
suspect, John Lloyd 
Jonas, was ultimately 
placed into custody 
after resisting arrest. 
He was transported 
to the Runnels Coun-

ty Jail and booked 
on multiple charges, 
including: Criminal 
Trespass (Class B 
Misdemeanor), Unau-
thorized Use of a Mo-
tor Vehicle (State Jail 
Felony) Evading Ar-
rest (3rd Degree Fel-
ony), Resisting Arrest 
(3rd Degree Felony), 
and multiple counts 
of Aggravated Assault 
on a Peace Officer 
(1st Degree Felony).
  The incident began 
at approximately 5 
p.m. after a Runnels 
County game warden, 
the Runnels County 
Sheriff’s Office and 
the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety 
responded to a land-

owner complaint re-
garding a trespasser. 
The subject was al-
leged to be armed 
and information from 
the suspect vehicle 
showed that it had 
been reported stolen.
  Officers located the 
suspect on a nearby 
county road and upon 
approach, the suspect 
rammed two sher-
iff’s patrol vehicles 
and then rammed the 
game warden’s patrol 
vehicle head on.
  The Runnels Coun-
ty Sherriff’s Office 
and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Criminal In-
vestigations Unit are 
investigating the inci-
dent.
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By David Ozio

  “A new year is upon us and Lake Fork is setting 
up in January to be very much different than the 
past two years. Receding water levels will posi-
tion the bass differently this year and should have 
a positive effect on the fishing over the next cou-
ple of months. The one caveat will be additional 
heavy rainfalls which may have us cancel all bets. 
As of this writing, big bass are starting to gang 
up on typical winter haunts which will now make 
them easier to catch provided you are willing to 
venture out on the not so lovely days.
      As it stands now, the lake is three feet low 
and the water temps are hovering around the low 
50’s which points to the fact that most bass have 
set up on their winter haunts out in deep water. 

Their feeding habits are slowed down due to the 
cold water and one good meal could last them a 
while. The key is to target schools of shad and bar 
fish in the 20-30 foot range. Good electronics are 
the key and pay strict attention to the hooks that 
surround the school. The A-rig will be the go to 
set up to target these monster bass and rig it with 
any five inch swimbait on a 3/16 oz head. A flutter 
spoon or jigging spoon will also do the trick and 
my color choice will be gold. Focus your search 
on humps, roadbeds, long points and pond dams. 
If you notice the big arches laying on the bottom, 
switch to the Carolina rig or football jig in black/
blue to attract the larger bites. Use a long leader on 
your C-rig with a 3/0 or 4/0 hook. Creature baits, 
large worms or giants lizards will be the baits of 
choice. I use blue fleck and chartreuse pepper on 
cloudy days and watermelon red or watermelon 
candy colors when the suns beaming down in full 
force. Drop shots will play a huge roll in the com-
ing months especially if the lake stays at this level 
or slightly below. January is the time of the year 
when the ultra giants are moving around and it of-
fers the extreme possibility to boat the trophy of 
your dreams.
     An alternate pattern targets the skinny water. 
Fishing shallow on the bright sunny days is the 
place to be, especially between 2:00 and 5:00pm. 

It is the warmest part of the day and the top layer 
of water offers comfort to the sluggish bass. Veg-
etation is the attraction for these bass and I would 
throw a rattletrap or chatterbait to draw a strike. 
Depending upon the water temp, a suspending 
jerkbait would be the ticket if the temps are lag-
ging into the mid 40’s. Red colors are the main 
choice for the moving baits and I would have a 
chrome version tied on as a back up. Gold has 
worked well on partly cloudy days and I always 
keep one handy on whatever lure I present. Don’t 
be afraid to hurl them into the thick grass and rip it 
out as bass will hit it once it clears the outer edge. 
Experiment to see where the green fish might be 
positioned. Make some casts out to the deep edge 

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 15-A)

covered the hunters were over the daily bag limit 
as well. Cases were filed for over the limit and 
shooting past sunset.
--Expired and Arrested-- A Morris County game 
warden observed a small flat bottom boat with 
three male occupants on Big Cypress Creek along 
Sand Crossing at the Morris County/Camp Coun-
ty Line. Using binoculars he could see that the 
boat had an expired registration decal. Upon mak-
ing contact, the warden found several violations 
in addition to the expired registration. None of the 
occupants had fishing licenses and there was only 
one life jacket in the boat; the law requires a life 
jacket for each person onboard. Two of the men 
were issued citations, while the third received a 
ticket and a trip to the Morris County Jail after an 
identification check revealed he had a warrant for 
a parole violation for burglary.
--A Shocking Discovery--As Bowie County 
game wardens arrived on the scene in response 
to a complaint about a truck and trailer blocking 
a boat ramp, they noticed a boat had just pulled 
in and was in the process of being loaded onto 
the trailer. While making contact with the opera-
tor, the wardens observed an illegal fish shocking 
device onboard with wires still connected. During 
a subsequent search of the vessel and the truck, 
wardens recovered and released back into the lake 
two flathead catfish. They also found numerous 
devices used for illegal fishing, including a four 
bar telephone, wires, dip nets, a drill, voltage me-
ter and spotlight; all were seized as evidence. A 
meth pipe, narcotics and a pistol were also taken 
as evidence from the vehicle. The two subjects 

were booked into the Bowie County jail for fish-
ing violations and drug charges.
--That’s why it’s Called Teal Season--On the last 
day of the September teal season Trinity County 
game wardens checked a group of hunters on the 
Trinity River and discovered a pair of wood ducks 
stashed behind their duck blind. After educating 
the group about proper waterfowl identification 
and hunting seasons, cases for hunting and pos-
sessing wood ducks in closed season were filed.
--Getting Squirrely-- A Harrison County game 
warden got a call about a suspicious man walking 
down the road with a shotgun. Once in the area, 
the warden noticed a truck parked in the woods 
with two men nearby. When asked, the pair said 
they weren’t hunting, just enjoying the weather. 
A shotgun barrel sticking out of the pickup’s door 
window hinted otherwise. As he approached the 
truck the warden noticed several dead squirrels 
in the bed of the truck. The warden also recov-
ered a couple of freshly used meth pipes. Multiple 
charges filed.
--Working on Night Moves-- Van Zandt and 
Smith County wardens recently completed an in-
vestigation into an alleged road hunting incident 
stemming from an anonymous tip about a large 
buck that may have been poached at night. War-
dens determined at least eight deer may have been 
killed over several nights of road hunting during 
the summer by several juveniles. None of the deer 
were retrieved except the one large buck, still in 
velvet. In all, 70 citations and warnings were is-
sued and two rifles were seized. Cases pending.
--No Fishing License Least of their Problems-- 

A Johnson County game warden was patrolling 
Lake Pat Cleburne when he witnessed two men 
load fishing equipment into a small flat bottom 
boat. The men stated they were preparing to go 
fishing, but neither possessed a valid fishing li-
cense. The warden also observed the boat had none 
of the required water safety equipment. A check of 
the boat’s registration showed it to be stolen out 
of Fort Worth. The stolen boat was seized and the 
individual who claimed ownership of the boat was 
placed under arrest and transported to the Johnson 
County Jail. Charges pending.
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The New Year (Continued from Page 6-A)

Norm Berthelette with 
David Ozio

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Call About Our Special Priced Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
Usable Concrete Boat Ramp

NEW LOWER LOT PRICES!!!
The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 

Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)

RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park
Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only

Owned By Christian American
Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 

WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

of the grass and slow roll the bait back to the boat. 
You might be surprised at the results.
     January is also a great month to catch numbers 
on the power plant lakes. If cabin fever has set in, 
give me a call and we can wear them out where 
the water temps are summer like. If you are head-
ed out to Lake Fork in January searching for the 
trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a part of 
this trophy quest. I also have gift certificates avail-
able if you have friends or loved one’s who have 
dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can contact me 
at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.

com. You can follow me on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. 
I post my daily trip results on this page. I run a 
Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha 250SHO and would 
like to thank Skeeter for making my office on the 
lake the best in the country. I would also like to 
thank G-Loomis, Shimano and Talon Custom 
Lures for making my job the blast that it is. A spe-
cial shout out to Nautical Mile Marine in Tyler for 
all their help in keeping me on the water seven 
days a week, no issues. I hope to see a lot of you 
on the water. Romans 10:13. “Everyone who calls 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish 
all of you a blessed day.”

Help Us To Be The Best.... 
Plan Your Trips To Lake 
Fork With “The Fisher-

man’s Guide News” News 
or Photos Send to 

fishnews@lakefork.net
or call: 903-383-7748 or 

903-360-6994 Fish Friendly

TPWD Supports USFWS Proposal to Remove Black-capped Vireo from Endangered Species List
  Citing a decline in threats, increased bird pop-
ulations and improved habitat, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service is taking public comment 
on its proposal to remove the black-capped 
vireo from the federal endangered species list. 
Much of the songbird’s U.S. range is in Texas, 
so the Lone Star State is where much of the 
work to aid it has occurred.
  “The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
applauds this proposal from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to remove the black-capped 
vireo from the endangered species list,” said 
Carter Smith, Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment executive director. “When a species 
recovers after serious decline, it’s a conserva-
tion success story, and this news is a testament 
to the exemplary stewardship of Texas’ private 
landowners, research and work of the depart-
ment, our non-profit partners and universities 
to responsibly manage and protect vireo habi-
tat across the state.”
  When the black-capped vireo was listed in 
1987 there were only 350 birds reported. Pri-
mary causes for the species’ decline have in-
cluded habitat loss and nest parasitism by 
brown-headed cowbirds who dupe the vireos 
into raising cowbird chicks at the cost of their 
own young.

  After multi-year scientific reviews that be-
gan in 2007, the USFWS now reports there 
are more than 5,200 known birds and more 
than 14,000 estimated across their breeding 
range. Between 1987 and 2012, the bird’s U.S. 
breeding range increased by 17 percent. Goats 
which browse on shrub foliage necessary for 
vireo nesting have posed a significant habitat 
threat, yet goat density in the U.S. breeding 
range of the vireo has declined by 47 percent. 
Also, the breeding range in Mexico was previ-
ously only known from the state of Coahuila, 
and in 2003 vireos were documented in two 
additional Mexican states. USFWS says these 
and other factors contributed to the proposal.
  “According to the best available science and 20 
years of repeated monitoring, the Service and 
our partners have reduced or adequately man-
aged the primary threats to the black-capped 
vireo, populations are, healthy and stable, and 
the vireo has greatly expanded its range and 
population numbers since the 1980s,” states a 
USFWS frequently asked questions file.
  Partnerships involving the U.S. Army, Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department, Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conservation, The Na-
ture Conservancy of Texas, Texas A&M, and 
Environmental Defense Fund, among others, 

have been key to black-capped vireo recov-
ery. Conservation efforts have included active 
management such as prescribed fire, grazing 
management, cowbird control, a 37-county 
Safe Harbor Agreement in Texas, state and 
non-governmental organization cowbird con-
trol programs, private lands incentives (e.g., 
USDA Environmental Quality Incentive Pro-
gram), eight Habitat Conservation Plans, two 
permanently protected mitigation lands, sev-
eral conservation easements, and public out-
reach.
  At TPWD’s Kerr Wildlife Management Area, 
prescribed fire, grazing management, and pop-
ulation control of wild and exotic ungulates 
have helped create and maintain habitat the vir-
eo requires to nest, including clumps or mottes 
of mixed brush with limbs and leaves that go 
all the way to the ground. Here, agency wild-
life biologists pioneered a holistic approach 
that focuses on healthy habitat that sustains all 
wildlife, including wild turkeys, quality white-
tail deer populations, and black-capped vireos. 
The TPWD Wildlife Division adapted research 
and demonstration work from Kerr WMA and 
shared it across the region via TPWD’s techni-
cal guidance program for private landowners 
and ranch managers.

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com
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Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082
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Pack of Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

a slow, enticing fall rate. 
However, I believe one 
of the qualities about jigs 
that appeal to big bass 
the most is the fact that 
it is a “reaction bait”. I 
fish jigs slow most of the 
time, but when it rolls 
over a branch or root it 
still drops to the bottom 
quickly and kicks up 
some dust. When a jig 
happens to do this over a 
piece of cover a big bass 
is laying beneath, I think 
the fish will have a hard 
time not pouncing on it 
out of instinct. 
  I always trim the sili-
cone skirts on my jigs. I 
usually cut the skirt a ¼ 
inch below the bend of 
the hook. I like to cut a 
half moon type line from 
side to side, then I turn 
the jig and do it again. 
This way, the strands on 
the outer edges of the 
skirt are the shortest and 
the shorter strands flare 
out well in the water. 
This may just be a mat-
ter of preference but it 
seems to work. I also use 

a compact, crawfish imi-
tating trailer most of the 
time. I like to match the 
color of the trailer with 
the skirt colors. 
  In my next article I will 
discuss the how, where, 
and when of jig fish-
ing. Hopefully you’ve 
found something useful 
here in spite of the fact 
that some of this is very 
basic information. As a 

guide fishing with dif-
ferent anglers on a daily 
basis, I believe there 
are some misconcep-
tions about jig fishing. 
Hopefully this gives you 
some ideas, and if noth-
ing else the confidence 
to go throw a jig this 
month!

Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork Annual Meeting and Christmas Party

At Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork’s 
16th Annual Christmas Party and Annual 
Meeting there was plenty of good food and fel-
lowship.

By Don Hampton

  The Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork cel-
ebrated their 16th Annual 
Christmas Party and An-
nual Meeting on December 
17th. The event was hosted 
by Bro’s Patio on Hwy. 
515.                        
  The  event began with the 
Annual Meeting. The pur-

pose of the meeting is to 
go over tournament rules 
and by-laws to decide if 
any regulations should be 
changed for the upcoming 
year. Upon completion of 
that part of the meeting new 
officers are elected for the 
up-coming year followed 
by a discussion period.
  This past year Texas Trails 
Bassmasters of Lake Fork 

had lost two of their long-
time members, Lew Cond-
er and most recently Gary 
Smith. This somewhat put 
a damper on the festivities. 
  Once the serious portion 
of the night was concluded 
it was time for fellowship 
and celebration among the 
members and their wives. 
All the members brought 
covered dishes and their 
own beverages. The cui-
sine ranged form cheese 
burger sliders, ribs, shrimp, 
gumbo and much more in-
cluding Christmas candies 
and of course Kenny’s fa-
mous banana pudding.
  Each person also brings a 
$20 gift for the White El-
ephant. As many times as 
some of the gifts were taken 
it is amazing they were not 
worn out before the con-
clusion. In the conclu-sion 
of another great year, fish-
ing and the camaraderie of 
angling friends, everyone 

had just an excellent time. 
We’d like to thank John 
and Joanne Heimgartner, 
Fisherman’s One Stop and 
Bro’s Patio for all the assis-
tance they give our club. 
  Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of Lake Fork is a highly 
motivated progressive bass 
fishing club with ties to the 
Wish to Fish Foundation 
and weight masters at the 
Wood County Kid Fish. If 
you love bass fishing, like 
competition, wish to im-
prove your skills, and make 
new friendships that could 
last a lifetime, you should 
come join our bass club. 
  Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of Lake Fork has 13 club 
tournaments per year with 
2 drops in point category. A 
2-day tournament is held in 
the month of November at 
the end of the year champi-
onship with accommoda-
tions provided by the club. 
All tournaments are held 

within an hour drive from 
Lake Fork. This club also 
hosts 2 open tournaments 
per year on Lake Fork. One 
is held in the spring and the 
other in the fall. 
  The club meetings are 
held after each tournament 
and the next lake and date 
are voted on by the mem-
bership at that time. In this 
respect, it helps the mem-
bers that may be fishing 
other tournaments, so the 
dates will not conflict. Also 
at each meeting after the 
tournament the Top 3 win-
ners inform the rest of the 
club what they caught their 
fish on, the technique, and 
depth. In this aspect it helps 
the other anglers improve 
their skills and lets them 
know what they could have 
tried different. 
  Dues to join the club are 
a mere $30 per year. Cost 
for each tournament is $25 
with a $5 Big Bass Option. 

There is also a progressive 
side pot that an optional $5 
for the first 7-pound or over 
bass.   
  Texas Trails Bassmaster is 
a boat owner club only, no 
non-boaters are accepted. 
Family members who join 
individually can fish in the 
same boat. This refers to 
husband and wife or par-
ent and siblings. We do 
limit two anglers per boat. 
All boats, makes and mod-
els are welcome as long as 
they meet state regulations.
  If this club sounds like 
one you’d like to set your 
hook in, give me a call, 
Don Hampton at 903-360-
6994 or 903-383-7748 or 
Rodney Ellis, President at 
903-714-6473. For more 
information go to www.
texastrailsbassmasters.
com.
  
  I hope to be fishing with 
you this year!
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2017 Skeeter FX21LE

2017 Skeeter ZX225

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Boat Trailer Steps by R C Marine Products Fixed and Swing Away 
Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:
• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “13th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.
 web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3
  A 3-step Powder-Coated 
Steel model that fits most 
air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
  A 3-step Stainless Steel 
model that fits most air, 
aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat 
trailers.

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4
  A 4-step model that fits most 
bay, center console, and high bow 
pleasure boat trailers. The ESS-4-SS

  A 4-step Stainless Steel model that 
fits most bay, center console, and 
high bow pleasure boat trailers.

E asy Step System
boat trai ler steps

mount to the tongue
or frame of your

trai ler so you can
load or unload
ever yone and

ever ything on or off
of your boat safely

and easi ly while sti l l
on the trai ler.

Made In America
In Tyler,  Texas

System LLC

‘Trails to Trout’ Bringing Free Youth
Fishing to Tyler’s Nature Center
  Take your favorite kid 
on a fishing trip and 
help them bag seasonal 
sport fish for free during 
the 11th annual “Trails 
to Trout” fishing days in 
January at The Nature 
Center. The East Tex-
as Woods and Waters 
Foundation (ETWWF) 
and the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) are stocking 
2,000 rainbow trout at 
the pond for adult and 
child team fishing from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 
7 and 14.
  There is no registra-
tion required and no 
need to purchase a fish-
ing license - all anglers 
need to bring is fishing 
equipment and bait. The 
ETWWF and TPWD 
will provide the rest, in-
cluding staff on-hand to 
assist beginner fishing 
duos and limited fish-
ing equipment for those 
who need it on a first-
come, first-served basis.
  “Anglers will have the 
choice of releasing their 
catch or keeping up to 
a limit of five [rainbow 
trout] per person to take 
home,” said Spencer 
Dumont, East Texas 
Regional Fisheries Di-

rector. “We also have 
fish-cleaning facilities 
and ice available cour-
tesy of the East Texas 
Woods and Waters 
Foundation.”
  In addition to the daily 
bag limit of five rain-
bow trout, anglers can 
also keep up to one 
channel catfish per day.
  After a day of fishing 
at the pond head over to 
the nearby outdoor hik-
ing trails to complete 
the great outdoors expe-
rience.
Recommended Equip-
ment: Each child will 
need a light-action 
rod and reel combina-
tion with small fishing 
hooks, light line 12 lb. 
test or less, small bob-
bers (optional), and 
small split shot. For 
bait, bring salmon eggs, 
whole kernel corn, 
marshmallows, small 
worms, or prepared 
trout bait (Berkley Pow-
erBait Hatchery For-
mula Chews or similar). 
Small rooster-tail spin-
ners work well. If you 
intend to keep trout, 
make sure to pack a 
stringer or small cooler.
How to Get Here: From 
ESE Loop 323 in Tyler, 

go southeast on Univer-
sity Blvd. (Spur 248). 
Take a right turn on 
F.M. 848 (Bascom Rd.). 
Go 0.2 miles and turn 
right at The Nature Cen-
ter gate. Please park in 
designated areas in the 
main parking area and 
walk to the pond using 
the concrete trail near 
the kiosk.
  
  A complete list of trout 
stocking dates and lo-
cations is available at 
www.tpwd.texas.gov/
troutstocking
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Instructional 
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www.bassinwithbubba.com NOW BOOKING!!!
The spawn on Lakes

Monticello and Welsh
LAKE FORK
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ATTENTION: R.V. PADSITE RENTERS

For the cost of renting/leasing you can own your own 
deeded (general warranty deed) lake property with 

the following amenities:

Don’t rent -- OWN!

* GUARANTEED FINANCING
* Security gated
* Clubhouse with restaurant
* Central water & sewer systems
* Swimming pool
* Condos for your family & guests
* Playground for the children
* Playroom with pool table and foozeball
* Miniature golf
* Boat ramps on Lake Fork
* Fishing piers on Lake Fork
* Stocked interior fishing ponds
* RV Campground with full  hook-ups
* His and Her showers
* Laundromat

YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL FOR LESS OR ONLY PENNIES MORE 
THAN THE ANNUAL COST OF YOUR RENTED PAD.

Holiday Villages of Lake Fork    Call: 903-878-7263

Lake Fork Waterfront Property
Starting At $19,900

MUST SELL!! LAKE FORK!! Owner Financed. Call 903-878-7265

“Bubba’s New Year Just Has To Get Better!”
By Don Hampton

  Well Bubba had just a great Christmas with 
his family coming to his homestead. He does 
love his kids and grandkids. What he says he 
really enjoys is spoiling his grandkids while 
they’re at his house, giving them candy and 
cookies and then sending them home for his 
kids to go through what he had to go through 
raising them. He does have a sense of humor 
when it comes to that.
  I do believe what he enjoyed the most was 
the eating and opening presents though. I’m 
not real sure just how much he loved pick-
ing up all the wrapping paper and the cleanup 
afterwards, but we all know he can put on a 
good show and how much he loves that crap!
  It is a good thing he got some fishing stuff 
from Santa to play with because his New Year 
just isn’t starting off with him in the best spir-
its. The way he has been acting you would 
think his dog ran away and he had a fish hook 
stuck in his back side. The main reason for 
his change of attitude is his boat is broke. It 
would seem just before the holidays he hit 
a stump (his lack of judgment I’m sure) and 
broke the driveshaft in his motor. Well with 
the holidays you can’t get parts because ev-
eryone is celebrating with their families. Ac-
cording to Bubba this is all just wrong when it 
comes to his boat getting fixed!
  A bad part of the situation is he has good 

insurance and they have already sent him the 
check to have it fixed. He will sit staring at 
the check in his hand and whining like his lit-
tle great grandson when Bubbette won’t give 
him candy or let him have his way. Whenever 
Bubba can’t just get up and go fishing when 
he wants, you would think the world came to 
an end. To top it all off all his fishing buds 
are spending holidays with their families and 
won’t take him fishing. To Bubba this ain’t 
right either!!! He believes holidays, anniver-
saries, birthdays are great fishing times! Sun-
shine, rain, sleet or snow a fishing he will go!
  To top it all off Bubbette isn’t making mat-
ters any better. With Bubba around the house 
more she’s putting him to good use. She has 
him run-ning errands, helping with house 
chores, going shopping with her, exchanging 
gift, visiting freinds. You know, all that crap 
Bubba really loves!
  Bubbette is getting so tired of his moping 
around the house she’s ready smother him 
with a pillow in his sleep, run away from 
home or buy him a boat to get him back to 
normal. Bubba would really like the last one, 
he doesn’t care much for the others though. 
Especially the one with the pillow. She does 
believe he loves that boat way too much! At 
times she gets a little jealous of how much 
Bubba loves his boat and fishing but she 
knows there are a lot of worse habits a man 
could have.

  The best thing is within the next week Bub-
ba will be back in his boat and on the lake 
and doing what he loves with a passion! This 
will give his mechanic, his dealership, Mer-
cury, his friends, his relatives and everyone 
involved and around Bubba a reprieve and 
make him and them happy once more!  
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“In Loving Memory.” Gary Smith a resident of Lake Fork passed away 
losing his battle with cancer on December 5th. Gary was a great friend. 
He was a long time member of Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork, 
helped with all the Wood County Kid Fish, and was an assistant on many 
Wish To Fish trips for special needs children. He loved fishing and loved 
Lake Fork. If heaven has a lake, he will be ‘rippen’ a lip’ there with my 
other buds that have gone before him. We miss you my friend!

Lake Fork Year End Review and What is Ahead

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork 2016 Top 6 (lt. to rt. ) Kenny 
LaDuke, 1st Place, Chris Large, 2nd Place, Don Hampton, 3rd Place, 
Rodney Ellis, 4th Place, Danny Weems, 5th Place and Gary Smith, 6th 
Place, (not in photo).  (See Story on Page 4-A)

(See Lake Fork.....
   Continued on Page 17-A)

By Don Hampton

  Lake Fork didn’t live 
up to her reputation 
in 2016 as to putting 
ShareLunkers in the 
program. This is not to 
say there will not be a 
showing in 2017. In 
the 2015/2016 TPWD 
Toyota ShareLunker 
Program there were 
only two additions of 
13-pound or over en-
tered into the program 
state wide. This in-
cludes all the lakes and 
private ponds in the 
state. One was caught 
on Sam Rayburn on 
November 2, 2015 that 
weighed 13.2-pounds 
and one that was caught 
on Alan Henry on April 
13, 2016 that weighed 

13.13-pounds. Both 
were released back 
into their lakes within 
a week after entry. This 
tells anglers quite a lot.
  Lake Fork however 
was feast or famine in 
2016 when it came to 
searching for the big 
bass. There were plen-
ty of big ones caught 
ranging from 8 to 12+ 
pounds but none sur-
passing the 13 mark 
during the program. 
This did not stop all the 
excitement on this great 
reservoir.
  The 8th Annual Mega 
Bass Tournament held 
in March drew 1,900 
anglers from 30 states 
to fish. That tourna-
ment was won by Gary 
Brett Green from Glen-

wood, Arkansas with a 
10.12-pound bass. In 
May at the 12th Annual 
Legend of Lake Fork 
Big Bass Tournament 
1,227 anglers repre-
senting 22 states came 
to participate. Landon 
Markum from Paradise, 
Texas won heaviest 
bass with one weigh-
ing 10.55-pounds. In 
June at the 23rd Annual 
Skeeter Owners Tour-
nament 2,200 anglers 
from different states 
came to fish. Winning 
heaviest bass overall 
in that tournament was 
Eric Blane from Mont-
gomery, Texas with a 
9.04-pound bass. In 
September at the 30th 


