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“Hats Off” to another successful Annual Kid Fish on Lake Fork at SRA 
Headquarters that was held on June 3rd. Children and their parents 
from all over the area attended to enjoy a morning of fishing, hotdogs, 
drinks, and prizes put on by TPW Game Wardens Association, Wood 
County Sheriff’s Department, and Sabine River Authority. (See Story on 
Page 5-A)

The Annual Skeeter Owner’s Tournament drew a record number of an-
glers from various states with 2,342 anglers coming to participate.

David Laine (lt) from Horseshoe Bay, TX., won the Annual Skeeter 
Owner’s Tournament with a 9.36-lb. bass. For his catch he won $700 in 
hourly and a 2017 Skeeter FX 20 with a 250 Yamaho SHO, Lowrance 
Electronics and PowerPole presented to him by Jeff Stone, General 
Manager/Senior Vice President of Skeeter Products, Inc. 

24th Annual Skeeter Owner’s Tournament
On June 12 the Wish To Fish Foundation granted a wish for Jadon McCoy 
(ctr) and his family. Pictured from left to right are Paula Spaust(grandma), 
Brandon McCoy (dad), Bart Martin, (Dir.), Mandy Evans (mom), Rodney 
Ellis, (Dir.), Aunt Brittny & Brooklyn McCoy and Sue Hampton, (Dir.).  
(See Story  on Page 4-A)(See Skeeter Owner’s....

 Continued on Page 3-A)

By Don Hampton

  The 24th Annu-
al Skeeter Owner’s 
Tournament held on 
Lake Fork and put 

on by Skeeter Bass-
Champs once again 
set a historical marker 
for attendance. Over 
2300 anglers came 
from all over the na-

tion to enjoy this 
great tournament.
  Barnum and Bai-
ley couldn’t put on 
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Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

“If it ain’t big, it ain’t Lake Fork!”
By: Don Hampton
 
   Everything is big on Lake Fork. That could 
be the reason one of Bubba’s New Year’s Reso-
lutions was to lose some weight. He was not 
too excited about that one though. He likes his 
fried fish, chicken fried steaks, mashed potatoes 
and gravy. Bubba is also kind of proud of his 
size. He says, “People can see I’m healthy and 
with my longer arms I can make longer casts!” 
Well, that’s Bubba for you… always looking for 
the positive in a situation. He even wants to get 
a bumper sticker for his truck that says, “Made 
In Texas By Texans”. His truck was built in 
Detroit so we know he’s not referring to that!
  Big is the reason Bubba chose to live on Lake Fork. 
For the big bass and I do believe for the big sto-
ries and the number of restaurants that have “All 
You Can Eat”, while you tell these exaggerations!
  Bubba has a tendency to tell a few tall-tales him-
self.  With him when he is exaggerating a story he 
does it in full jest. Fishing is just too much fun to 
fib about it. Bubba’s stories range from the bass he 
caught that was so big, that when he pulled it out 
of the water the lake level dropped two feet or the 
one that was so big it struck at his boat thinking it 
was a topwater lure. My very favorite one he told 
me was about the one he hooked under the 154 
bridge. This hawg was so big and strong it pulled 
him from the bridge to the dam. It was so strong and 
fast he was passing other boats that were on plane. 
When the fish got him in deeper water he had to cut 
his line because he was afraid the fish was going 

to pull his boat under like a bobber on a cane pole.
  One of Bubba’s favorite past times is sitting 
around making up exaggerated funny fishing sto-
ries. It is like some of the jokes he makes up. He’ll 
practice them on Bubbette until she gets so tired of 
them she runs off to WalMart and then he rehearses 
them to himself. When he gets to a point where he 
laughs at them, then look out world here they come!
  With his stories a person knows they are all in 
jest and only for the fun of telling. You know right 
away his stories are literally, “unbelievably funny”.
  With some anglers and their fish stories you can 
just watch and listen to Bubba to determine if he 
believes them. If you or someone else is telling 
Bubba a fish story that he just isn’t quite buying, 
you can tell right off. If his only comment dur-
ing the story is “Right” or “Really”, he isn’t going 
for it! If he finds the story just too unbelievable, 
“Right” and “Really”, will be long and drawn out 
with too many syllables in the pronunciation. So 
much so he sounds like he is doing an impres-
sion of Dr. Evil in the Austin Powers movie.
  A perfect example of one of these stories 
is when an angler, (we won’t say his profes-
sion), told Bubba he caught a double-dig-
it bass everyday for 28 days in a row fishing 
Lake Fork. All Bubba said was “Riiiggght!” 
  What Bubba really wanted for his 22nd Anni-
versary he didn’t get! But, he had already fig-
ured out that Bubbette wouldn’t be able to find 
it, so he wasn’t too disappointed. He wanted one 
of those fancy reels that some of these anglers 
must have in their possession. The kind of reel 

that has the built-in scale and measuring tape. 
He has some nice reels that Bubbette has bought 
him on special occasions but none that tell him 
how long or heavy the fish was that broke off.
  Bubba knows these reels must exist, if only for 
the most elite fishermen, because otherwise how 
could they tell these stories with such preciseness. 
One angler told Bubba, “I hooked an 11.4 pound 
bass over 24” but never got it to the surface before 
it wrapped me on a stump and broke my line!” 
Bubba’s reply, “Riiiggghht!” Another angler told 
Bubba just after a tournament, “I almost had you 
beat! I had an 8-pound 10-ounce bass all the way 
up to the boat before it broke my line!” Bubba’s 
reply, “Riiiggghhht! You want to see my check?”
  Bubba has decided these anglers must 
have one of those fancy reels that tells ex-
actly how much a fish weighs upon hook-up! 
He’s weighed a lot of fish in his time but he 
couldn’t tell you exactly what a fish weighed 
on the end of his line while its still in the water.
  After much thought and pondering on Bubba’s 
part he came to a conclusion. “These big fish 
tales are like big people getting their pictures 
taken. Each one will have you convinced that a 
photograph adds 10 pounds to their weight!” 
  But truth or not, Bubba finds this all very en-
tertaining! He told me the most entertaining are 
when some of the guys tell him about a big fish 
they caught. Then they forgot they told him about 
that catch and tell him again later. Well, by then 
the fish has gained another 2-pounds. All Bubba 
can say is “Reeeaaaallllly!”

Skeeter Owner’s Tournament (Continued from Page 3-A)

Marty Thomas from Millsap, Texas won a Ya-
maha Viking Side-By-Side for the heaviest bass 
under the slot.

Wagoner Oklahoma 
with an 8.21-pound; 
Bill Goodling from 
Choudrant, Louisiana 
with a 7.83-pound; 
Ty Humphries from 
Stonewall, Louisiana 
with a 7.64-pound; 
Donnie Roberts from 
Pineville, Louisiana 
with a 7.54-pound; 
Jason Letterman from 
McKinney, Texas with 
a 6.78-pound; and 
Ricky Broadway from 
Marthaville, Louisi-
ana with a 6.65-pound.
  In the Ladies Divi-
sion Tonya Johnson 
from Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas won 1st Place 
with a 2.52-pound; 
2nd Place was Brandi 
Fairchild from King-
wood, Texas with a 
2.51-pound; and 3rd 
Place was Lisa Lopez 
from Clifton, Texas 

with a 2.45-pound. 
In the Juniors Di-
vision Bryce Ever-
ett from Arp, Texas 
won 1st Place with a 
2.19-pound; 2nd Place 
was Matthew Glasgow 
from Kaufman, Texas 
with a 1.90-pound; 
3rd Place was Mat-
thew Maffei from 
Lake Wales, Florida 
with a 1.89-pound; 

and 4th Place was 
Nathan Brown 
from Yantis, Texas 
with a 1.81-pound.
  
  In all it was a very 
entertaining and good 
fishing for everyone. 
If you own a Skeeter 
Bass Boat and wish 
to attend next year’s 
event, you should 
start making plans.      
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2017 Skeeter FX21LE

2017 Skeeter ZX225

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

     Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

“Summer Rates Beginning July 5th”
903-383-7885

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Covered Boat Parking • Clean Cabins • Full Baths

 Direct TV • Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Two Double Beds • Guide Services Available

Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

2017 Kidfish on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 7-A)

included 4 years old 
and under, 5 to 8 year 
old, 9 to 12 year old, 
and 13 to 16 year old. 
Each child weighing in 
the heaviest fish of the 
tournament wins a tro-
phy and a year’s worth 
of bragging rights. 
Wood County Sheriff, 
Tom Castloo was pres-
ent to congratulate the 
winners in each age 
category and present 
them with their trophy. 
Weight Masters for 
Kidfish are all members 
of the Lake Fork Texas 
Trails Bassmasters.
  This year’s winner of 
the ‘Traveling Trophy’ 
was Nolan Allred with 
his 6.04-pound catfish. 
This award goes to the 
child that caught the 
heaviest fish in the tour-
nament. For his catch 
he received an extra 
award and his name 
will be engraved on the 

trophy kept on display 
at the Wood County 
Sheriff’s Department.
  No child leaves the 
event without a prize 
furnished by the many 
sponsors. This year’s 
prizes ranged from bi-
cycles, fishing equip-
ment, and many other 
items for each child’s 

enjoyment. All of the 
children and parents 
always have an excel-
lent time at the event.
 
  A special thanks 
goes out to all of the 
great sponsors that 
made this event pos-
sible, after all, our 
children are the future.   

For the past 18 years, Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of Lake Fork have been the Weight Masters at 
the Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork.

Skeeter Owner’s Tournament (Continued from Page 1-A)

a more entertaining 
show than Skeeter 
does to show their 
appreciation to all of 
their owners. From 
the free barbecue meal 
for all the participants 
to all the booths, edu-
cational, and recre-
ational furnished for 
the fishermen and 
their families it is a 
great show. During the 
course of the tourna-
ment Fish Fishburne 
definitely kept the 
spectators entertained.
  Skeeter Owner’s 
Tournament paid 10 
places per hour. First 
in each hour paid 
$700 with tenth pay-
ing $100. The heavi-
est bass caught in the 
tournament took home 
a 2017 FX 20 Skeeter 
with a 250 Yamaha 
SHO, equipped with 
Lowrance Electron-

ics and PowerPole. 
This was won by Da-
vid Laine from Horse-
shoe Bay, Texas with 
a 9.36-pound bass. 
For the heaviest bass 
16” or less the angler 
took home a Yamaha 
Viking Side-By-Side. 
This was won by 
Marty Thomas from 
Millsap, Texas with 
a 2.80-pound bass.
  During the course of 
the tournament there 
were 19 bass over the 
slot brought to the 
scales. David Laine’s 
9.36-pound; Michael 
McKinney from Min-
nekan, Oklahoma 
with a 9.35-pound; 
Landon Markum from 
Emory, Texas with an 
8.92-pound; Clifton 
McKay from Vicks-
burg, Mississippi with 
an 8.89-pound; Sam 
Byrd IV from Brooks-

ville, Mississippi with 
an 8.76-pound; Roger 
Sargent Jr. from We-
tumpka, Alabama with 
an 8.63-pound; Keith 
Jones from White 
Oak, Texas with an 
8.42-pound; Chris 
Kellum from Royse 
City, Texas with an 
8.25-pound; Antho-
ny Maldonaldo from 
Jacksonville, Texas 
with a 7.80-pound; 
Jamie Moore from 
Wagoner, Oklahoma 
with a 7.37-pound; 
Scott Essermann from 
Townsend, Wisconsin 
with a 6.93-pound; 
Daryl Clifton from 
McAlester, Oklahoma 
with an 8.78-pound; 
Shawn Lemen from 
Montgomery, Texas 
with an 8.56-pound; 
Jamie Moore from 
(See Skeeter Owner’s....
 Continued on Page 23-A)
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

welcome all visitors 
to lake fork 
and the area

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

For Tournaments, Bass Clubs, 
Guide Service, Special Functions, 

Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 

Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

After Jadon had caught his first fish, he had to 
know all about it and Rodney Ellis answered 
all of his questions.

Pack on Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

and whatever else that 
sinker comes across. 
The bite can be diffi-
cult to detect. I try to 
set the hook immedi-
ately when I feel any-
thing that resembles 
a bite. Fish swallow 
the hook often, so you 
want to set the hook 
before that happens.
  The great thing about 
a Carolina rig is that 

you can fish it at any 
depth. I do very well on 
it in shallow water and 
I do even better with it 
on deep, offshore struc-
ture. It can be fished on 
clean, rocky bottoms, 
or finessed through 
heavy timber. It works 
every month of the 
year here in east Texas.
  I know the Carolina 
rig isn’t the most excit-

ing subject, but catch-
ing bass is exciting, 
and it catches bass bet-
ter than anything some-
times. If you haven’t 
thrown one, I’m sure it 
won’t take long to real-
ize its’ effectiveness.

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Jadon got his “Wish to Fish Trip” but I’m sure 
he had another wish when he blew out his can-
dles on his catfish birthday cake at Oak Ridge.

Jadon took his first ride in a Legend V21 bass boat 
to the dam and scenic cruise by Don Bubba Hamp-
ton, CEO/Founder, “Wish to Fish Foundation”. 

Jadon caught the first fish of the trip, while be-
ing schooled by Bart Martin, on his new rod n’ 
reel given to him by Wish to Fish.

Wish to Fish Foundation Welcomes Jadon McCoy to Lake Fork

(See Wish to Fish Trip....Continued on Page 14-A)

By Sue Hampton

On the morning of June 12th, Jadon McCoy had 
been told by his parents that they were going to 
take him out to pick up trash so the fish, birds, etc. 
wouldn’t get sick. Needless to say he was pretty 
surprised when he arrived at Oak Ridge Marina 
here on Lake Fork and was introduced to our Wish 
To Fish crew. His mom, Mandy Evans and dad 
Brandon McCoy had other plans for him…a 12th 

surprise birthday party on a big pontoon boat. He 
was going fishing!! Others invited to his party in-
cluded his grandma, Paula Spaust, his Aunt Brittny 
& little 18 month old cousin, Brooklyn McCoy. 
Our crew consisted of myself taking pictures, our 
captain, Rodney Ellis (owner of Quarter Horse RV 
& Boat Storage) and Bart Martin, (owner of Mar-
tin’s Fisherman’s Inn) and Don (Bubba) Hamp-
ton manned the 911 chase boat. Once again, one 
of our great sponsors, John Heimgartner, (owner 
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A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Ross Miller with 
David Ozio

Johnathon Smith 
with David Ozio

David Hansen with 
David Ozio

Practice 
C.P.R.

Catch * Photo

Release

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
 3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

 July on the Fork (Continued from Page 6-A)

lasts about an hour but it is well worth being 
on the water early as daylight has it’s own maj-
esty. Once this bite stops, move the boat out to 
about 15ft and throw a C-rig, squarebill or jig up 
to the 5-7ft range and work it back slowly. This 
will account for extra bites to fulfill the morning. 
A Texas rig blue fleck power worm fished with 
a 3/8 ounce tungsten weight in that same depth 
range will also deliver some rod bending results.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in July search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be 

a part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certifi-
cates available if you have friends or loved one’s 
who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can 
contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skee-
t21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/davidoziolakefork-
guide. I post my daily trip results on this page. 
I run a Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha 250SHO 
and it is gased up and ready to go. I would also 
like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon Custom 
Lures for making my job the blast that it is. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

Patrick Smith with 
David Ozio

AGES CATFISH BREAM CRAPPIEBASS OTHER

4 & UNDER
Gavin Marshak

3.77-lbs.

13-16 YR OLD

5-8 YR. OLD

9-12 YR OLD

Nolan Allred
 6.04-lbs.

Rowdy Bowring
.86-lbs.

Parker Davis
3.80-lbs.

Noah Allen
1.13-lbs.

Michael Blasingame

2.85-lbs.

Rowdy Bowring
4.25-lbs.

Addison Allred
 4.07-lbs.

Landon Powell
.62-lbs.

Dathan Blasingame
.38-lbs.

Corban Mize
(Turtle) 4.14-lbs.

Braelyn Bridenstin
1.14-lbs.

Alizia Blasingame
2.75-lbs.

Rayanna Harrell
1.36-lbs.

Tournament Winners In The 2017 Wood County Kidfish

Rider Bosring
.85-lbs.

Chloey Powell
.58-lbs.

Gabbee Houston
.46-lbs.

Kacie Jones
(Turtle) 4.61-lbs.

McKenzee Smith
(Turtle) 14.35-lbs.

Karsen Tipton
(Drum)1.74-lbs.

2017 Kidfish on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

 There were plenty of smiles to be seen at SRA 
Headquarters on June 3rd, not only by the chil-
dren catching fish, but also by the parents see-
ing their children experience the joy of fishing.
  At the 2017 Wood County Kidfish held at Lake 
Fork on June 3rd there were children and par-
ents and grandparents from all over the area that 

(See 2017 Kidfish....Continued on Page 7-A)
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

Happy 4th of July
Don’t Let The Heat Get 

You Down...
We Have All Of
Your Favorite

Beverages Here!

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

July on the Fork
By David Ozio

  “According to current temps right now it cer-
tainly doesn’t seem like July. The water temps for 
this time of the year are way behind the curve and 
that is due to a substantial amount of rain and a 
series of cold fronts that are weighing heavy on 
the dynamics of Lake Fork. The bass should be 
ganged up on offshore structures at the moment 
and I still feel like they are scattered and wait-
ing for the right moment to move out and party. 
Nonetheless, this is starting to change as of this 
writing and overnight the serious fun could be-
gin. Once this lake gets in the rock-n-roll mode 
it’s time to schedule a trip with your favor-
ite guide and bag some huge green monsters.

  There has been plenty of rain this year and the 
lake is in awesome shape. The high water has pro-
duced great spawns over the past two seasons and 
the future for Fork couldn’t be brighter. There are 
tons of small bass rambling the lake and these will 
grow to the next generations ShareLunker. July is 
a great month to target all sizes of bass using top 
water, crankbaits and drop shots. It’s all about lo-
cating the fish and then it’s game on. Electronics 
play a huge roll in finding these huge schools of 
bass and the more time you spend graphing the key 
locations, the greater the chance to have a monu-
mental day. Main lake points, ridges, road beds 
and pond dams should be your locations of focus 
and pay close attention to the 18-24ft range. Even 
if you only see a group of ten fish at a given depth, 
pitch out a marker buoy and spend fifteen minutes 
to see if you can get the bass to commit. If nothing 
rattles your cage, move on to the next location. 
Let’s say you see a ton of good arc’s at the next 
spot. My first choice is the drop shot rigged with 
a Talon Carolina Worm or a Roboworm. Use any 
color you want as long as it is red. Drop straight 
down to them and barely jiggle the rod tip. Active 
fish will load the rod and you may think your hung 
up. Set the hook and figure out the rest latter. If the 
drop shot is not your game, throw a Carolina rig 

or a football jig to the area where you first spotted 
the bass. A 3/4 ounce stand up head is also a great 
choice. On the C-rig, you might try a fluke, brush 
hog or a Zoom magnum trick worm. Under bright 
sun, I will use redbug or plum colors and when it’s 
cloudy, any version of green pumpkin will suffice. 
As for the jig, PB&J, Mexican Heather or black/
brown/amber will do the trick. Match a craw trail-
er to the jig and your in business. For the stand 
up head, any big straight tail worm will suffice.
  The topwater bite is good early and late on 
main lake points and a Zara Spook is the tick-
et. Yellow Magic’s will catch their share of fish 
but the spook bags the big one’s. This bite only 

(See July on the Fork...
  Continued on Page 20-A)

Zebra Mussels Discovered in Canyon Lake (Continued from Page 17-A)

tion that is the result of a 
contaminated boat being 
launched in the lake,” Van 
Zee said. “It really hits 
home how important it is for 
boaters to take ownership 
of the problem and to take 
the appropriate steps before 
moving a boat with zebra 
mussels attached as well 
as to clean, drain and dry 
their boats every time they 
leave a lake. We know that 
Texans love their lakes and 
rivers and by taking these 
three simple steps they do a 
lot of good toward helping 
prevent further spread of in-

vasive species in our state.”
  In Texas, it is unlawful 
to possess or transport ze-
bra mussels, dead or alive. 
Boaters are required to 
drain all water from their 
boat and onboard recep-
tacles before leaving or ap-
proaching a body of fresh 
water in order to prevent 
the transfer of zebra mus-
sels that might be inside. 
Zebra mussel larvae are 
microscopic and both 
adults and larvae can sur-
vive for days in or on boats 
transported from a lake. 
The requirement to drain 

applies to all types and siz-
es of boats whether pow-
ered or not: personal wa-
tercraft, sailboats, kayaks/
canoes or any other ves-
sel used on public waters.
  In addition to the adults 
and juveniles found in the 
lake, plankton samples col-
lected from Canyon Lake 
also found zebra mussel 
larvae at multiple sites, 
meaning the lake has a 
fully established infesta-
tion. TPWD is working 
with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers as well as the 
Guadalupe Blanco River 

Authority to continue to 
assess the extent of the in-
festation on Canyon Lake.
  Boater awareness and 
education is very impor-

tant when it comes to the 
issue of invasive species 
and TPWD will continue 
working with its part-
ners across the state to 
spread the word to boaters.

  More information about 
zebra mussels can be 
found online at tpwd.
texas.gov/ZebraMussels.

Fish Friendly
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack of Knowledge” The Carolina Connection

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

By Andrew Grills

  If you were able to add up every bass that was 
caught on Lake Fork in a year’s time, and what 
technique was responsible for the most catches, 
I would bet that the Carolina rig would claim 
more sore jaws than anything. Possibly, the old 
C-rig would beat all other techniques combined. 
It’s not only caught more fish in my boat than any 
other technique, it leads the pack with my big-
gest client fish, a fish just one ounce shy of 12lbs.
  It’s not my favorite technique, I’ll admit. It 
can be a little boring to some, and when you 

have to break one off it takes a while to re-
rig from scratch. However, it flat out gets bit, 
and if you’re gonna catch bass consistently, 
you better get used to fishing the Carolina rig.
  A Carolina rig consists of a heavy sinker sliding 
freely on the main line. Then, a glass bead below 
the sinker. From there, a swivel is attached with a 
leader that connects to the hook. There are a host 
of soft plastic lures that work well on the end. 
  First off, you’ll want to start with the right set up. 
I like the G. Loomis 894 for this technique. This 
rod is a little longer than most rods on my deck, 
at 7’4”. This helps when casting the rig. This rod 
has the right amount of back bone for fighting big 
fish through standing timber as well. Any reel will 
do just fine, but I prefer a high speed reel with a 
good amount of line capacity. We make long casts 
with the rig, and it’s also important to be able to 
take up slack quickly when you detect a bite. The 
Shimano Curado 200iHG works perfect for me.
  I always use fluorocarbon for my mainline. 
20-lb. Seaguar Invizx is my choice. For leader 
line, I honestly don’t know if there is any ben-
efit in using monofilament or fluorocarbon. I 
know the theories for why one or the other is a 
better choice, but I have yet to notice whether 
one out performs the other. I just grab whatever 
is closest when rigging up a leader. I prefer the 
leader to slightly lower in pound-test than the 

mainline. Therefore, I usually use a 15lb lead-
er of either Big Game mono or Seaguar fluo-
rocarbon. 30” is a good length for the leader. 
  I always use the cheap, lead egg-sinkers. 1 ounce 
is the size I use almost all the time. Brass may 
work better, but I’ve caught a gazillion bass with 
the lead egg on a C-rig. They’re good enough 
for me and they’re cheap. I like to add a glass 
bead. Does it protect the knot? Does the clack-
ing noise of the sinker smacking the bead attract 
fish? Who knows. I use a bead because I always 
have. They’re cheap, and I know it doesn’t hurt. 
  I make sure to use a quality swivel and hook. I 
use Spro 90-lb. Power Swivels. I’ve seen cheap 
swivels fail more than once, so I stick with the 
good ones. Gamakatsu superline EWG hooks in 
3/0 size work for almost everything I use on the 
back of a C-rig. I like them because they don’t 
bend out when you’re catching quality fish.
  I normally use Zoom Super Flukes or Baby 
Brush Hogs as my soft plastic on the C-rig. 
Both work very well for me, but the possibili-
ties are endless. The best day I ever had fish-
ing the C-rig, we were using Strike King 
Smokin’ Roosters. Sometimes it’s a good idea 
to show them something they haven’t seen.
My retrieve with a C-rig is slow. I’m talking 
painfully slow. I try to count the rocks and roots 

(See Pack of Knowledge......Continued on Page 21-A)

2017 Kidfish on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 5-A)

showed the rain didn’t 
bother them when it 
came to fishing! For 
some of the children 
this would be consid-
ered their first tourna-
ment of many more to 
come in their lifetime. 
The love of fishing for 
these children could be 
accredited to Kidfish. 
“Our slogan for this 
year is Off the Streets 
and on the Creeks,” 
said Wood County 
Sheriff Tom Castloo.
  Wood County Kid-
fish celebrated its 23rd 
Anniversary of intro-
ducing children to the 
sport of fishing. The 
first Saturday of June is 
the designated time for 
this event celebrating 
the first of June being 
National Kidfish Week. 

During this event no 
one participating in 
the event is required to 
have a fishing license. 
This gives parents that 
do not usually fish an 
opportunity to spend 
this time with their chil-
dren and perhaps intro-
duce the love of fishing 
to the whole family.
  Each year this event 
is hosted by the Wood 
County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife, Sabine 
River Authority, and 
Game Warden Peace 
Officer’s Associa-
tion and is held at Sa-
bine River Authority 
Headquarters on Lake 
Fork. All are to be 
commended for their 
diligent hard work 
and the many hours 

they put in to make 
this event such a suc-
cess for our children.
  The event is free to 
all children and their 
parents. If the children 
do not have their own 
fishing equipment, rod 
n’ reels are furnished 
along with all bait and 
tackle. Cold drinks, re-
freshments, hot dogs 
and chips are provided 
for the parents and chil-
dren. This year serving 
the children, parents, 
and guests were the 
Mineola and Holly 
Lake Kiwanis Clubs.
  The format of this 
event is a mock tour-
nament, and divided 
into age group divi-
sions. These divisions 
(See 2017 Kidfish...
  Continued on Page 22-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

TRIAD ~ Now in Stock
We Will 
Re-Open 

Friday
September 1

Stocking 

Dealer For:

“Be 

The Fish!”

“We would like to thank all 
of our loyal customers 

for making
this past season such a 

huge success!”

"Happy
4th of July”
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

FA R M  F R E S H
PRODUCE
‘ m a t e r s
‘ t a t e r s  - N -
 m e l o n s !

’
’

AND MUCH, MUCH, MUCH MORE!
Fresh Purple Hulled Peas - shelled
Fresh Lady Cream Peas - shelled
Sweet Tree Ripened Peaches
Canned Goods - Variety
Pickled Okra and Beets
Sweet Potato Butter
Apple Butter
Ghost Salsa
7 DAYS A WEEK
9AM TO 5PM
Bobby Pickett, Owner

903-765-4494 or
903-513-0250

ALBA

EMORY

Hwy 17

FM 2795

H
w

y 
69Hwy 515

*

“Spot-Locking” For Crappie !” 

George’s Channel Catfish 
Guide Service

(Only On Lake Fork)

All Tack le & Bait  Furnished 
Catches Cleaned & Packaged 

214-202-6641  • www.trophycats.com

Jana Caffrey from Nashville, Tn., caught this 
nice crappie fishing Lake Fork with guide Don 
Bubba Hampton.

Dallas Caffrey from Nashville, Tn., caught this 
nice catfish while fishing Lake Fork with guide 
Don Bubba Hampton.

Christine Caffrey from Nashville, Tn., caught 
this nice crappie fishing Lake Fork with guide 
Don Bubba Hampton.

Zebra Mussels Discovered in Canyon Lake (Continued from 16-A)

voirs downstream of Can-
yon Lake are now at risk 
of invasion as zebra mus-
sel larvae disperse down-
stream, including Lake 
Dunlap, Lake McQuee-
ney, Lake Placid, Meadow 
Lake, Lake Gonzales (H-
4), and Lake Wood (H-5).

Additionally, three state-
listed threatened fresh-
water mussels found in 
the Guadalupe River ba-
sin could now be nega-
tively impacted, including 
the Texas Pimpleback, 
the Golden Orb and 
the Texas Fatmucket.

  “What’s been document-
ed in other parts of the 
country is that zebra mus-
sels can colonize on the 
shells of native mussels, 
and reach a density where 
they essentially smother 
and suffocate the native 
mussels,” Van Zee said.

  Since zebra mussels were 
first found in Texas in 
2009, 10 lakes in four river 
basins are now classified 
as infested, meaning they 
have an established, repro-
ducing population - Belton, 
Bridgeport, Dean Gilbert 
(a 45-acre Community 

Fishing Lake in Sherman), 
Eagle Mountain, Lewis-
ville, Randell, Ray Rob-
erts, Stillhouse Hollow, 
Texoma and now Canyon.
  Van Zee said that the 
lake’s popularity as a 
boating destination for 
Texans around the state 

combined with its deep 
water and suitable habitat 
made it vulnerable to the 
spread of zebra mussels.
  “Unfortunately, I think 
this is a textbook scenario 
of a zebra mussel infesta-

(See Zebra Mussels...
  Continued on Page 19-A)

By Terri Moon

  Thank you thank you 
thank you MinnKo-
ta!!!  It’s unbelievable 
the technology you’ve 
incorporated in your 
trolling motors- their 
Double GPS Spot-Lock 
has truly been “life-
changing” for me! - My 
crappie numbers have 
gone off the charts since 
the day Bryan Sartin @ 
Sartin Marine installed 
the New Terrova on my 
boat! I’ve tested it in 
some unbelievable wind 
and it’s been truly amaz-
ing how it will hold 
you in place! There is 
no more drifting or the 
back of the boat swing-
ing around, which is so 
important when you’re 
trying to hold on a brush 
pile. But as great as this 
is  I still can’t wait till 
the Ultrex is no longer 
on back order! These 
things are so awesome 
everyone wants one! It 
has the same great dou-
ble GPS spot-lock  but it 
also has the cable driven 
footpedal which I dearly 
miss. The electric foot 
pedal is great for open 
water but when I’m 
fishing the bridges I’m 
much more comfortable 
with the cable drive, it’s 
what I grew up with (ex-
cept now it has power 
steering !) I’ve been 
telling my customers if 
they want one of these 
Ultrex’s they better get 
on a list because the 
demand for these has 
just skyrocketed! (did 
I mention that when 
your spot-locked and 
you want to move 5 feet 
right or left or forward or 
back you can do it with 
the push of a button!) 

unbelievable and price-
less when fishing around 
a brush pile!            I can’t 
wait to see what they 
come up with next  and 
can’t thank MinnKota 
enough for making my 
job so much easier! 
     Now as far as the crap-
pie catching. Most of 
our fish are now coming 
in 18 to 28 foot of water 
and depending on how 
bright it is out they could 
be anywhere from 12 
to 24 feet down. I keep 
monitoring my Low-
rance HDS 12 to watch 
for any changes in depth 
of the fish and target that 
depth. We are finding 
them in the tree lines, 
brush piles, edges of the 
creeks, and the bridges. 
The baits working for us 
have been Bubba Baits 
in pink with the white 
tail or chartreuse with a 
blue tail and then Lake 
Fork Tackles live baby 
shad in white pearl or 
chartreuse and blue.     
We are using a very 
slow presentation with 
just a twitch but when 
they are actively feeding 
they are hitting on the 
fall. It doesn’t get any 
more fun than that! Un-
less you’re fishing for 
bream ! I have to admit 
I had them for dinner 
three times last week! I 

found some shallow and 
I found some in 24 foot 
of water in the brush 
piles. They are even eat-
ing my Crappie jigs but 
nightcrawlers or crickets 
will do the trick and they 
will be up shallow again 
around the new moon 
and full moon of July.                                           
  It has been a very 
blessed month and 
many thanks to all of 
you who took the time 
to bring their kids and 
grandkids fishing, mak-
ing memories they will 
remember for a lifetime!                              
Also I’d like to send 
a big thank you to my 
customers that agreed to 
release the giant crappie 
that we’ve caught that 
were over 15 inches-this 
month we took photos-
and released 11 - ( when 
you already have a live 
well full there is really 
no need to kill the Giants 
just my opinion) then 
maybe one day we’ll 
have a new lake record! 
That would be sweet!                   

  I have to send a big 
shout out to Lake Fork 
Marina who once again 
hosted the Skeeter boat 
owners tournament - 
An amazing job by all !                                

  Wishing everyone a 
fun but safe summer !                       
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LIFE TIME WARRANTY
Let me install your bow 

lights today!
Red & Green Bow Lights

Everyday $60
Installed

Special
8 ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch $350
Parts & Labor Included All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint

Also Available for Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor 
Homes, Fishing Docks, Patios* Most Credit Cards Accepted

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist

Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-7686       

IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

New Attitude
New Hours

New Owners
Brian & Melissa  

Clayton       
PROPANE BY THE GALLON

BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED
FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish Minnows for Crappie

Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. 7am ~ 5pm
Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

Zebra Mussels Discovered in Canyon Lake

(See Zebra Mussels...
  Continued on Page 17-A)

  Invasive zebra mussels 
have now been positively 
identified in the Guada-
lupe River Basin in what 
is now the state’s south-
ernmost affected lake.
  Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) fish-
eries biologists and game 
wardens confirmed the 
presence of zebra mus-
sels at Canyon Lake June 
8. Employees at Canyon 
Lake Marina noticed the 
zebra mussels while work-
ing on a boat that had been 
stored in a slip at Crane’s 
Mill Marina and contacted 
TPWD to report the discov-
ery and to get verification.
  “This is the first positive 
documentation of zebra 
mussels in Canyon Lake 

and in the Guadalupe 
River Basin,” said Brian 
Van Zee, Inland Fisher-
ies regional director for 
TPWD. “Although ma-
rina staff have intercepted 
several incoming boats 
over the years that had in-
vasive mussels attached, 
it is essential that boats 
stored on infested lakes 
be decontaminated before 
they’re moved as they are 
a key pathway for spread-
ing this invasive species.”
  The rapidly reproducing 
zebra mussels, originally 
from Eurasia, can have se-
rious economic, environ-
mental and recreational im-
pacts on Texas reservoirs 
and rivers. Zebra mussels 
can cover shoreline rocks 

and litter beaches with 
treacherously sharp shells, 
clog public-water intakes, 
and damage boats and mo-
tors left in infested waters.
  “It’s very unfortunate 
not only for the reser-
voir but also for down-
stream resources - in-
cluding the Guadalupe 
River and the reservoirs 
downstream from Can-
yon Dam,” said Van Zee.
  Canyon Lake is an 8,230-
acre U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers reservoir on the 
Guadalupe River, located 
30 miles north of San Anto-
nio and 40 miles southwest 
of Austin. The Guadalupe 
River and all of the reser-

Tickets on Sale Now For Seventh Annual
Texas State Bison Music Festival
  Strap on some boots 
and head to the pan-
handle for the seventh 
annual Texas State Bi-
son Music Festival ben-
efiting the Texas State 
Bison Herd at Caprock 
Canyons State Park. 
Advance tickets are on 
sale now for the festival, 
held 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sept. 23 on Main Street 
in Quitaque, Texas.
  The annual event 
helps raise funds to be 
used toward the res-
toration of the Texas 
State Bison Herd to 
its historic range at 
Caprock Canyons 
State Park. The event 
also gives visitors the 
chance to celebrate the 
cultural and natural his-
tory of the panhandle.
Activities include arts 
and crafts vendors, food 
vendors and a concert 
featuring five of Texas’ 
greatest Americana and 
country music artists.
  The lineup for the 

music festival includes 
Kevin Deal, Sarah 
Hobbs, Zac Wilker-
son, Mark Powell and 
the Randy Rogers 
Band. Gates will open 
at 2 p.m. so attendees 
can find a place to set 
up their chairs for the 
first concert at 3 p.m.
  Caprock Canyons 
State Park is a 14,000 
acre site with a di-
verse population of 
plant and animal com-
munities. It is also the 
home to the official 
bison herd of the state 
of Texas, the last re-
maining example of the 

Great Southern herd.
  To buy tickets to the 
event, visit the Bison 
Fest website. Gen-
eral admission tickets 
are $30 if purchased 
in advance, $35 at the 
gate. Tickets for the 
VIP area are $125.
  Coolers are allowed 
this year for a $10 per 
cooler charge. Cano-
pies are allowed in 
designated areas.
  For more informa-
tion about Caprock 
Canyons State Parks, 
visit the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife De-
partment website.

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-335-0941

"Thank You
MinnKota!"
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

AMATEUR BASS ANGLERS COMPETE FOR $475,000 GUARANTEED CASH & PRIZES
Lake Fork- Alba, Texas – September 15-16-17, 
2017  - Family, Fishing & Fun at the Big Bass Splash 
presented by Sealy Outdoors.  $475,000 Guaranteed 
in Cash and Prizes with 1st Place Overall winning a 
2017 Triton 19 TRX Powered by Mercury equipped 
with MinnKota, Lowrance, Power Pole and Navi-
onics; 2017 RAM Truck Plus…. $7,000 CASH!
  Fifteen places will be paid in cash each hour of 
each tournament day beginning with the 7-8 AM 
hour and continuing through the 1-2 PM hour for 
the fifteen single heaviest bass weighed in. Heavi-
est Bass each hour will win $1,500! Hourly up-
dates will be broadcasted live on KMOO 99.9 FM. 
  Contestant(s) weighing in the first 2.50 exact 
weight bass each day of the tournament will win 
$5,000. The contestant who weighs in the heavi-
est bass under the slot during the 3-day tourna-
ment will win $5,000. In addition, all contestants 
are eligible to win a 2017 Triton 189 TRX Pow-
ered by Mercury, equipped with MinnKota and 
Lowrance in the famous “Elimination Drawing”.
“You Can’t Win if You Don’t Play” Optional Bonus 
Games such as the Bonus Card “AKA” Insurance Card 
& Bonus Shirt Hours can win you additional cash. 
  Children ages five to twelve may participate 
in the Little Anglers Division and win Acad-
emy gift cards and trophies/medals for their win-
ning catches of bass, catfish, crappie or perch.
Registration is now open online for the Big Bass 
Splash Presented by Sealy Outdoors benefitting 

St. Jude Children Re-
search Hospital. To en-
ter, visit www.sealyout-
doors.com. Early Bird 
Registration deadline 
is Friday, September 1. 
Onsite registration will 
be at Lake Fork Marina 
from 10 AM – 8 PM on 
Thursday, September 
14.  Registration will 
continue each morning 
from 5 AM until 6 AM 
on days of the tourna-
ment. Tournament En-
try Fees are $160 for 
One Day, and $210 for 
Two Days, $260 for 
Three Days: The Little 
Anglers Division en-
try fee is $10 per Day. 
  All participants and 
spectators ages 18 years 
of age and up can get 
in on the action. Come 
out to the tournament 
site, enjoy the festivities 
and get your free ticket 
for the Open Drawing 
Sunday, September 17.

  The Big Bass Splash 
events are considered 
to be the world’s larg-
est grassroots amateur 
big bass fishing tour-
nament of its kind. 
The Big Bass Splash 
attracts thousands of 
amateur anglers to 
these weekend events. 
It’s what we call “Fish-
ing, Family and Fun” 
for everyone. A portion 
of the proceeds from 

registration fees will go 
to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. 
  Sponsors includes Tri-
ton Boats, Mercury Ma-
rine, Academy Sports & 
Outdoors, MinnKota, 
Lowrance, Okuma, 
Power Pole, Navion-
ics, River2Sea, Texas 
Fish & Game, TH Ma-
rine, RAM-Weaver Mo-
tors of Kirbyville, TX, 
GP8 Oxygen Water, 

Fire Disc Grills, Vi-
cious Fishing, Missile 
Baits, Vicious Vision, 
Simms, Wood County 
and City of Emory. 
  For more informa-
tion go to www.sealy-
outdoors.com, call 
888.698.2591 or stop 
by your local Academy 
Sports & Outdoors store 
for an official entry form. 
Follow us on facebook.
com/BigBassSplash.

Zane Scott was fishing with son and guide An-
drew Grills on Lake Fork when they caught 
this 9-pound bass. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo An-
drew Grells Guide Service)

Adam from Tulsa, Oklahoma was Bassin’ With 
Bubba Lake Fork style on June 5th when he 
caught this nice bass. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo 
Bassin’ With Bubba Guide Service)

James Nugent, Hayden Nugent, (from Weath-
erford, TX), Ben Hall, Laura Hall, and Joel 
Hall (from Alexandria, Louisiana) had their 
best day while fishing Lake Fork on Father’s 
Day. (Courtesy Photo)
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ran by fishermen for fishermen

Motel, Lodge, 
RV Park

Bass Lantern 
Restaurant

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

email: MinnowOne@aol.com   
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments 
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store 
* Full Tackle
* Bait 
* Gas at the pump & On 
    the water at the pier
* Dump Station 
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning 
   Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent 
   Camping
* Satellite TV 
* Wi-Fi 
    Now Available

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Fishing Piers & Cleaning 
Station

Outside Pavilion Great For 
Tournaments, Family Reunions, 

Social Gatherings Paved Parking Room Fronts

“All Newly Remodeled!”

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Wish to Fish Trip on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 4-A)

of Fishermans One Stop) provided minnows.
  We presented Jadon with his very own rod and 
reel, a Wish To Fish t-shirt and a Fisherman’s 
Guide News cap as we do with all our WTF 
children. With his new rod and reel, he caught 
the first fish of the trip which was a nice crap-
pie. You can only imagine how excited he was!
  Jadon was born May 28, 2005 following a com-
plicated frank breech birth. He was developing 

physically as most children do but began to miss 
crucial milestones. By the age of 2-1/2 years old 
he was barely speaking, hyper sensitive to lights 
and sounds with obvious developmental strug-
gles. He was diagnosed with autism at 3. His 
parents followed up with more testing which re-
vealed ADHD-CT which manifested as primar-
ily a mental issue at the time. They later saw the 
typical physical aspects of ADHD-CT as well.

  Jadon’s parents asked themselves “Now, how do 
we educate and help him?” He started speech and 
occupational therapy which helped tremendously. 
He began in an early public education program for 
disabled children. Jadon functions below average 
in varying degrees depending on the subject. The 
biggest challenge has always been the ability to 
communicate effectively and gather his thoughts. 
Jadon now has a supportive homeschool family so 
they can meet all his education and emotional needs. 
  His family is learning new ways everyday to 
help him navigate this thing called life. He’s very 
affectionate and incredibly honest to a fault. They 
have had ups and downs along this journey in 
their sweet boy’s life. He’s taught them uncon-
ditional love, acceptance and patience. Mandy 
went on to say, “In the end, he’s our teacher! We 
would like to thank Wish to Fish for making our 
sons wish come true for his birthday! We were un-
sure of how Jadon would react…we were pleas-
antly surprised he showed absolutely no anxiety 
during the whole experience and he caught a 
fish! We also would like to acknowledge Var-
gas Cakes for making an amazing catfish cake!”  
  We closed the day with a great lunch at Oak 
Ridge Restaurant and Jadon’s parents presented 
him with his very special “catfish birthday cake” 
while we all sang “Happy Birthday” to him. 
  Another blessed day on Lake 
Fork with a very special family!     

Bart Martin, Director, did an excellent job on 
schooling Jadon on how to fish, the different 
kinds of fish being caught and how to handle 
the fish.

Boat Trailer Steps by Easy Step Systems LLC Fixed and Swing 
Away Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:

• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “14th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.
 web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3
  A 3-step Powder-Coated 
Steel model that fits most 
air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
  A 3-step Stainless 
Steel model that 
fits most air, alu-
minum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat 
trailers.

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4
  A 4-step model that 
fits most bay, center 
console, and high bow 
pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-4-SS
  A 4-step Stainless 
Steel model that fits 
most bay, center con-
sole, and high bow 
pleasure boat trail-
ers.

Easy Step System
boat trailer steps

mount to the tongue
or frame of your

trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and

everything on or off
of your boat safely

and easily while still
on the trailer.

Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

System LLC

New From 
Easy Step System

3 - Step Side Mount Model
Offset to allow more 

mounting options
400-lb load limitNEW
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“The Fisherman’s Guide News ~ Legend Boats
and Wish To Fish Foundation”

Would Like To Thank All of Our Sponsors, Businesses and 
Anglers For Their Participation in Making 

“The 13th Annual Legend of Lake Fork”
Such A Huge Success

We Look Forward To Seeing You At The 14th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass
Tournament May 18, 19, 20, 2018

When We Will Be Giving Away More Cash & Prizes
For More Information Call: 903-383-7748 or Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Wish to Fish Trip on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 4-A)

of Fishermans One Stop) provided minnows.
  We presented Jadon with his very own rod and 
reel, a Wish To Fish t-shirt and a Fisherman’s 
Guide News cap as we do with all our WTF 
children. With his new rod and reel, he caught 
the first fish of the trip which was a nice crap-
pie. You can only imagine how excited he was!
  Jadon was born May 28, 2005 following a com-
plicated frank breech birth. He was developing 

physically as most children do but began to miss 
crucial milestones. By the age of 2-1/2 years old 
he was barely speaking, hyper sensitive to lights 
and sounds with obvious developmental strug-
gles. He was diagnosed with autism at 3. His 
parents followed up with more testing which re-
vealed ADHD-CT which manifested as primar-
ily a mental issue at the time. They later saw the 
typical physical aspects of ADHD-CT as well.

  Jadon’s parents asked themselves “Now, how do 
we educate and help him?” He started speech and 
occupational therapy which helped tremendously. 
He began in an early public education program for 
disabled children. Jadon functions below average 
in varying degrees depending on the subject. The 
biggest challenge has always been the ability to 
communicate effectively and gather his thoughts. 
Jadon now has a supportive homeschool family so 
they can meet all his education and emotional needs. 
  His family is learning new ways everyday to 
help him navigate this thing called life. He’s very 
affectionate and incredibly honest to a fault. They 
have had ups and downs along this journey in 
their sweet boy’s life. He’s taught them uncon-
ditional love, acceptance and patience. Mandy 
went on to say, “In the end, he’s our teacher! We 
would like to thank Wish to Fish for making our 
sons wish come true for his birthday! We were un-
sure of how Jadon would react…we were pleas-
antly surprised he showed absolutely no anxiety 
during the whole experience and he caught a 
fish! We also would like to acknowledge Var-
gas Cakes for making an amazing catfish cake!”  
  We closed the day with a great lunch at Oak 
Ridge Restaurant and Jadon’s parents presented 
him with his very special “catfish birthday cake” 
while we all sang “Happy Birthday” to him. 
  Another blessed day on Lake 
Fork with a very special family!     

Bart Martin, Director, did an excellent job on 
schooling Jadon on how to fish, the different 
kinds of fish being caught and how to handle 
the fish.

Boat Trailer Steps by Easy Step Systems LLC Fixed and Swing 
Away Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose From

Easy Step System 
boat trailer steps:

• No more crawling on 
your hands and knees
• No more slipping, 
searching for the fender
• No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
• No more scratching 
trailer fenders with your 
shoes
• No more worrying 
about loading or un-
loading your boat by 
yourself
• Has a handrail to hold 
when entering and exit-
ing
• Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish 
for a lasting new ap-
pearance.
• Capacity rating
400 lbs.

Endorsed By:

Proud Sponsor of the “14th Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

Call 800-966-1502  Mon. - Fri.  8a.m. to 5p.m.
 web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~

The ESS-3
  A 3-step Powder-Coated 
Steel model that fits most 
air, aluminum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
  A 3-step Stainless 
Steel model that 
fits most air, alu-
minum, bass, flats, 
and pleasure boat 
trailers.

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away 
tongue trailers.

The ESS-4
  A 4-step model that 
fits most bay, center 
console, and high bow 
pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-4-SS
  A 4-step Stainless 
Steel model that fits 
most bay, center con-
sole, and high bow 
pleasure boat trail-
ers.

Easy Step System
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mount to the tongue
or frame of your

trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and

everything on or off
of your boat safely

and easily while still
on the trailer.

Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

System LLC
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3 - Step Side Mount Model
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COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

 1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR  1987
Yantis, Tx. 
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today

Bait & Tackle Shop • Live Bait • Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery  
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping  
         E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website 

www.hideawayharbor.com

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional 
Guide

John Morris
Phone: (903) 413-6919         
Email: 
    bassmr@geusnet.com
web: 
    www.jmguideservice.com

AMATEUR BASS ANGLERS COMPETE FOR $475,000 GUARANTEED CASH & PRIZES
Lake Fork- Alba, Texas – September 15-16-17, 
2017  - Family, Fishing & Fun at the Big Bass Splash 
presented by Sealy Outdoors.  $475,000 Guaranteed 
in Cash and Prizes with 1st Place Overall winning a 
2017 Triton 19 TRX Powered by Mercury equipped 
with MinnKota, Lowrance, Power Pole and Navi-
onics; 2017 RAM Truck Plus…. $7,000 CASH!
  Fifteen places will be paid in cash each hour of 
each tournament day beginning with the 7-8 AM 
hour and continuing through the 1-2 PM hour for 
the fifteen single heaviest bass weighed in. Heavi-
est Bass each hour will win $1,500! Hourly up-
dates will be broadcasted live on KMOO 99.9 FM. 
  Contestant(s) weighing in the first 2.50 exact 
weight bass each day of the tournament will win 
$5,000. The contestant who weighs in the heavi-
est bass under the slot during the 3-day tourna-
ment will win $5,000. In addition, all contestants 
are eligible to win a 2017 Triton 189 TRX Pow-
ered by Mercury, equipped with MinnKota and 
Lowrance in the famous “Elimination Drawing”.
“You Can’t Win if You Don’t Play” Optional Bonus 
Games such as the Bonus Card “AKA” Insurance Card 
& Bonus Shirt Hours can win you additional cash. 
  Children ages five to twelve may participate 
in the Little Anglers Division and win Acad-
emy gift cards and trophies/medals for their win-
ning catches of bass, catfish, crappie or perch.
Registration is now open online for the Big Bass 
Splash Presented by Sealy Outdoors benefitting 

St. Jude Children Re-
search Hospital. To en-
ter, visit www.sealyout-
doors.com. Early Bird 
Registration deadline 
is Friday, September 1. 
Onsite registration will 
be at Lake Fork Marina 
from 10 AM – 8 PM on 
Thursday, September 
14.  Registration will 
continue each morning 
from 5 AM until 6 AM 
on days of the tourna-
ment. Tournament En-
try Fees are $160 for 
One Day, and $210 for 
Two Days, $260 for 
Three Days: The Little 
Anglers Division en-
try fee is $10 per Day. 
  All participants and 
spectators ages 18 years 
of age and up can get 
in on the action. Come 
out to the tournament 
site, enjoy the festivities 
and get your free ticket 
for the Open Drawing 
Sunday, September 17.

  The Big Bass Splash 
events are considered 
to be the world’s larg-
est grassroots amateur 
big bass fishing tour-
nament of its kind. 
The Big Bass Splash 
attracts thousands of 
amateur anglers to 
these weekend events. 
It’s what we call “Fish-
ing, Family and Fun” 
for everyone. A portion 
of the proceeds from 

registration fees will go 
to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. 
  Sponsors includes Tri-
ton Boats, Mercury Ma-
rine, Academy Sports & 
Outdoors, MinnKota, 
Lowrance, Okuma, 
Power Pole, Navion-
ics, River2Sea, Texas 
Fish & Game, TH Ma-
rine, RAM-Weaver Mo-
tors of Kirbyville, TX, 
GP8 Oxygen Water, 

Fire Disc Grills, Vi-
cious Fishing, Missile 
Baits, Vicious Vision, 
Simms, Wood County 
and City of Emory. 
  For more informa-
tion go to www.sealy-
outdoors.com, call 
888.698.2591 or stop 
by your local Academy 
Sports & Outdoors store 
for an official entry form. 
Follow us on facebook.
com/BigBassSplash.

Zane Scott was fishing with son and guide An-
drew Grills on Lake Fork when they caught 
this 9-pound bass. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo An-
drew Grells Guide Service)

Adam from Tulsa, Oklahoma was Bassin’ With 
Bubba Lake Fork style on June 5th when he 
caught this nice bass. C.P.R. (Courtesy Photo 
Bassin’ With Bubba Guide Service)

James Nugent, Hayden Nugent, (from Weath-
erford, TX), Ben Hall, Laura Hall, and Joel 
Hall (from Alexandria, Louisiana) had their 
best day while fishing Lake Fork on Father’s 
Day. (Courtesy Photo)
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LIFE TIME WARRANTY
Let me install your bow 

lights today!
Red & Green Bow Lights

Everyday $60
Installed

Special
8 ~ 20” BLUEWATERLED Lights 

With On/Off Dimmer Switch $350
Parts & Labor Included All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint

Also Available for Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor 
Homes, Fishing Docks, Patios* Most Credit Cards Accepted

Lake Fork Boat Accessories
LED Lighting & Installation Specialist

Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon  205-441-5399
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-7686       

IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

New Attitude
New Hours

New Owners
Brian & Melissa  

Clayton       
PROPANE BY THE GALLON

BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED
FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN 

BLACK SALTY’S 
For Big Bass & Catfish Minnows for Crappie

Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. 7am ~ 5pm
Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

Zebra Mussels Discovered in Canyon Lake

(See Zebra Mussels...
  Continued on Page 17-A)

  Invasive zebra mussels 
have now been positively 
identified in the Guada-
lupe River Basin in what 
is now the state’s south-
ernmost affected lake.
  Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) fish-
eries biologists and game 
wardens confirmed the 
presence of zebra mus-
sels at Canyon Lake June 
8. Employees at Canyon 
Lake Marina noticed the 
zebra mussels while work-
ing on a boat that had been 
stored in a slip at Crane’s 
Mill Marina and contacted 
TPWD to report the discov-
ery and to get verification.
  “This is the first positive 
documentation of zebra 
mussels in Canyon Lake 

and in the Guadalupe 
River Basin,” said Brian 
Van Zee, Inland Fisher-
ies regional director for 
TPWD. “Although ma-
rina staff have intercepted 
several incoming boats 
over the years that had in-
vasive mussels attached, 
it is essential that boats 
stored on infested lakes 
be decontaminated before 
they’re moved as they are 
a key pathway for spread-
ing this invasive species.”
  The rapidly reproducing 
zebra mussels, originally 
from Eurasia, can have se-
rious economic, environ-
mental and recreational im-
pacts on Texas reservoirs 
and rivers. Zebra mussels 
can cover shoreline rocks 

and litter beaches with 
treacherously sharp shells, 
clog public-water intakes, 
and damage boats and mo-
tors left in infested waters.
  “It’s very unfortunate 
not only for the reser-
voir but also for down-
stream resources - in-
cluding the Guadalupe 
River and the reservoirs 
downstream from Can-
yon Dam,” said Van Zee.
  Canyon Lake is an 8,230-
acre U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers reservoir on the 
Guadalupe River, located 
30 miles north of San Anto-
nio and 40 miles southwest 
of Austin. The Guadalupe 
River and all of the reser-

Tickets on Sale Now For Seventh Annual
Texas State Bison Music Festival
  Strap on some boots 
and head to the pan-
handle for the seventh 
annual Texas State Bi-
son Music Festival ben-
efiting the Texas State 
Bison Herd at Caprock 
Canyons State Park. 
Advance tickets are on 
sale now for the festival, 
held 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sept. 23 on Main Street 
in Quitaque, Texas.
  The annual event 
helps raise funds to be 
used toward the res-
toration of the Texas 
State Bison Herd to 
its historic range at 
Caprock Canyons 
State Park. The event 
also gives visitors the 
chance to celebrate the 
cultural and natural his-
tory of the panhandle.
Activities include arts 
and crafts vendors, food 
vendors and a concert 
featuring five of Texas’ 
greatest Americana and 
country music artists.
  The lineup for the 

music festival includes 
Kevin Deal, Sarah 
Hobbs, Zac Wilker-
son, Mark Powell and 
the Randy Rogers 
Band. Gates will open 
at 2 p.m. so attendees 
can find a place to set 
up their chairs for the 
first concert at 3 p.m.
  Caprock Canyons 
State Park is a 14,000 
acre site with a di-
verse population of 
plant and animal com-
munities. It is also the 
home to the official 
bison herd of the state 
of Texas, the last re-
maining example of the 

Great Southern herd.
  To buy tickets to the 
event, visit the Bison 
Fest website. Gen-
eral admission tickets 
are $30 if purchased 
in advance, $35 at the 
gate. Tickets for the 
VIP area are $125.
  Coolers are allowed 
this year for a $10 per 
cooler charge. Cano-
pies are allowed in 
designated areas.
  For more informa-
tion about Caprock 
Canyons State Parks, 
visit the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife De-
partment website.

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941

TERRI MOON

CRAPPIE & BRIM

903-335-0941

"Thank You
MinnKota!"
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Licensed
Master Physical 

Therapist

Paul Bacon

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT

TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain
* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Pre/Post Op Rehab
* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

903-474-9436
903 E. Lennon St. #101

Emory, Texas

FA R M  F R E S H
PRODUCE
‘ m a t e r s
‘ t a t e r s  - N -
 m e l o n s !

’
’

AND MUCH, MUCH, MUCH MORE!
Fresh Purple Hulled Peas - shelled
Fresh Lady Cream Peas - shelled
Sweet Tree Ripened Peaches
Canned Goods - Variety
Pickled Okra and Beets
Sweet Potato Butter
Apple Butter
Ghost Salsa
7 DAYS A WEEK
9AM TO 5PM
Bobby Pickett, Owner

903-765-4494 or
903-513-0250

ALBA

EMORY

Hwy 17

FM 2795

H
w

y 
69Hwy 515

*

“Spot-Locking” For Crappie !” 

George’s Channel Catfish 
Guide Service

(Only On Lake Fork)

All Tack le & Bait  Furnished 
Catches Cleaned & Packaged 

214-202-6641  • www.trophycats.com

Jana Caffrey from Nashville, Tn., caught this 
nice crappie fishing Lake Fork with guide Don 
Bubba Hampton.

Dallas Caffrey from Nashville, Tn., caught this 
nice catfish while fishing Lake Fork with guide 
Don Bubba Hampton.

Christine Caffrey from Nashville, Tn., caught 
this nice crappie fishing Lake Fork with guide 
Don Bubba Hampton.

Zebra Mussels Discovered in Canyon Lake (Continued from 16-A)

voirs downstream of Can-
yon Lake are now at risk 
of invasion as zebra mus-
sel larvae disperse down-
stream, including Lake 
Dunlap, Lake McQuee-
ney, Lake Placid, Meadow 
Lake, Lake Gonzales (H-
4), and Lake Wood (H-5).

Additionally, three state-
listed threatened fresh-
water mussels found in 
the Guadalupe River ba-
sin could now be nega-
tively impacted, including 
the Texas Pimpleback, 
the Golden Orb and 
the Texas Fatmucket.

  “What’s been document-
ed in other parts of the 
country is that zebra mus-
sels can colonize on the 
shells of native mussels, 
and reach a density where 
they essentially smother 
and suffocate the native 
mussels,” Van Zee said.

  Since zebra mussels were 
first found in Texas in 
2009, 10 lakes in four river 
basins are now classified 
as infested, meaning they 
have an established, repro-
ducing population - Belton, 
Bridgeport, Dean Gilbert 
(a 45-acre Community 

Fishing Lake in Sherman), 
Eagle Mountain, Lewis-
ville, Randell, Ray Rob-
erts, Stillhouse Hollow, 
Texoma and now Canyon.
  Van Zee said that the 
lake’s popularity as a 
boating destination for 
Texans around the state 

combined with its deep 
water and suitable habitat 
made it vulnerable to the 
spread of zebra mussels.
  “Unfortunately, I think 
this is a textbook scenario 
of a zebra mussel infesta-

(See Zebra Mussels...
  Continued on Page 19-A)

By Terri Moon

  Thank you thank you 
thank you MinnKo-
ta!!!  It’s unbelievable 
the technology you’ve 
incorporated in your 
trolling motors- their 
Double GPS Spot-Lock 
has truly been “life-
changing” for me! - My 
crappie numbers have 
gone off the charts since 
the day Bryan Sartin @ 
Sartin Marine installed 
the New Terrova on my 
boat! I’ve tested it in 
some unbelievable wind 
and it’s been truly amaz-
ing how it will hold 
you in place! There is 
no more drifting or the 
back of the boat swing-
ing around, which is so 
important when you’re 
trying to hold on a brush 
pile. But as great as this 
is  I still can’t wait till 
the Ultrex is no longer 
on back order! These 
things are so awesome 
everyone wants one! It 
has the same great dou-
ble GPS spot-lock  but it 
also has the cable driven 
footpedal which I dearly 
miss. The electric foot 
pedal is great for open 
water but when I’m 
fishing the bridges I’m 
much more comfortable 
with the cable drive, it’s 
what I grew up with (ex-
cept now it has power 
steering !) I’ve been 
telling my customers if 
they want one of these 
Ultrex’s they better get 
on a list because the 
demand for these has 
just skyrocketed! (did 
I mention that when 
your spot-locked and 
you want to move 5 feet 
right or left or forward or 
back you can do it with 
the push of a button!) 

unbelievable and price-
less when fishing around 
a brush pile!            I can’t 
wait to see what they 
come up with next  and 
can’t thank MinnKota 
enough for making my 
job so much easier! 
     Now as far as the crap-
pie catching. Most of 
our fish are now coming 
in 18 to 28 foot of water 
and depending on how 
bright it is out they could 
be anywhere from 12 
to 24 feet down. I keep 
monitoring my Low-
rance HDS 12 to watch 
for any changes in depth 
of the fish and target that 
depth. We are finding 
them in the tree lines, 
brush piles, edges of the 
creeks, and the bridges. 
The baits working for us 
have been Bubba Baits 
in pink with the white 
tail or chartreuse with a 
blue tail and then Lake 
Fork Tackles live baby 
shad in white pearl or 
chartreuse and blue.     
We are using a very 
slow presentation with 
just a twitch but when 
they are actively feeding 
they are hitting on the 
fall. It doesn’t get any 
more fun than that! Un-
less you’re fishing for 
bream ! I have to admit 
I had them for dinner 
three times last week! I 

found some shallow and 
I found some in 24 foot 
of water in the brush 
piles. They are even eat-
ing my Crappie jigs but 
nightcrawlers or crickets 
will do the trick and they 
will be up shallow again 
around the new moon 
and full moon of July.                                           
  It has been a very 
blessed month and 
many thanks to all of 
you who took the time 
to bring their kids and 
grandkids fishing, mak-
ing memories they will 
remember for a lifetime!                              
Also I’d like to send 
a big thank you to my 
customers that agreed to 
release the giant crappie 
that we’ve caught that 
were over 15 inches-this 
month we took photos-
and released 11 - ( when 
you already have a live 
well full there is really 
no need to kill the Giants 
just my opinion) then 
maybe one day we’ll 
have a new lake record! 
That would be sweet!                   

  I have to send a big 
shout out to Lake Fork 
Marina who once again 
hosted the Skeeter boat 
owners tournament - 
An amazing job by all !                                

  Wishing everyone a 
fun but safe summer !                       
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INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing 
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!!   However, if you have invested thousands 
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend 
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!!  For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I 
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so 
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will 
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all 
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics.  I look forward to hearing 
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private 
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244, 
Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques

• Jigs • Spoons • Carolina Rigs • Wacky Worms • Light Tackle Drop Shotting 
• Lure Selection • Lure Presentation • Reading Structure (Electronics) 

• Aquatic Vegetation • Night Fishing • Fly Fishing
CLINIC  ON  BEAUTIFUL  LAKE  FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075   
e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com

website:  www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca 
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha  

Downtown Alba • WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

A Salon For The 
Whole Family!

“Pack of Knowledge” The Carolina Connection

      Andrew Grills
    Lake Fork Guide

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com
903-638-1170 

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

By Andrew Grills

  If you were able to add up every bass that was 
caught on Lake Fork in a year’s time, and what 
technique was responsible for the most catches, 
I would bet that the Carolina rig would claim 
more sore jaws than anything. Possibly, the old 
C-rig would beat all other techniques combined. 
It’s not only caught more fish in my boat than any 
other technique, it leads the pack with my big-
gest client fish, a fish just one ounce shy of 12lbs.
  It’s not my favorite technique, I’ll admit. It 
can be a little boring to some, and when you 

have to break one off it takes a while to re-
rig from scratch. However, it flat out gets bit, 
and if you’re gonna catch bass consistently, 
you better get used to fishing the Carolina rig.
  A Carolina rig consists of a heavy sinker sliding 
freely on the main line. Then, a glass bead below 
the sinker. From there, a swivel is attached with a 
leader that connects to the hook. There are a host 
of soft plastic lures that work well on the end. 
  First off, you’ll want to start with the right set up. 
I like the G. Loomis 894 for this technique. This 
rod is a little longer than most rods on my deck, 
at 7’4”. This helps when casting the rig. This rod 
has the right amount of back bone for fighting big 
fish through standing timber as well. Any reel will 
do just fine, but I prefer a high speed reel with a 
good amount of line capacity. We make long casts 
with the rig, and it’s also important to be able to 
take up slack quickly when you detect a bite. The 
Shimano Curado 200iHG works perfect for me.
  I always use fluorocarbon for my mainline. 
20-lb. Seaguar Invizx is my choice. For leader 
line, I honestly don’t know if there is any ben-
efit in using monofilament or fluorocarbon. I 
know the theories for why one or the other is a 
better choice, but I have yet to notice whether 
one out performs the other. I just grab whatever 
is closest when rigging up a leader. I prefer the 
leader to slightly lower in pound-test than the 

mainline. Therefore, I usually use a 15lb lead-
er of either Big Game mono or Seaguar fluo-
rocarbon. 30” is a good length for the leader. 
  I always use the cheap, lead egg-sinkers. 1 ounce 
is the size I use almost all the time. Brass may 
work better, but I’ve caught a gazillion bass with 
the lead egg on a C-rig. They’re good enough 
for me and they’re cheap. I like to add a glass 
bead. Does it protect the knot? Does the clack-
ing noise of the sinker smacking the bead attract 
fish? Who knows. I use a bead because I always 
have. They’re cheap, and I know it doesn’t hurt. 
  I make sure to use a quality swivel and hook. I 
use Spro 90-lb. Power Swivels. I’ve seen cheap 
swivels fail more than once, so I stick with the 
good ones. Gamakatsu superline EWG hooks in 
3/0 size work for almost everything I use on the 
back of a C-rig. I like them because they don’t 
bend out when you’re catching quality fish.
  I normally use Zoom Super Flukes or Baby 
Brush Hogs as my soft plastic on the C-rig. 
Both work very well for me, but the possibili-
ties are endless. The best day I ever had fish-
ing the C-rig, we were using Strike King 
Smokin’ Roosters. Sometimes it’s a good idea 
to show them something they haven’t seen.
My retrieve with a C-rig is slow. I’m talking 
painfully slow. I try to count the rocks and roots 

(See Pack of Knowledge......Continued on Page 21-A)

2017 Kidfish on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 5-A)

showed the rain didn’t 
bother them when it 
came to fishing! For 
some of the children 
this would be consid-
ered their first tourna-
ment of many more to 
come in their lifetime. 
The love of fishing for 
these children could be 
accredited to Kidfish. 
“Our slogan for this 
year is Off the Streets 
and on the Creeks,” 
said Wood County 
Sheriff Tom Castloo.
  Wood County Kid-
fish celebrated its 23rd 
Anniversary of intro-
ducing children to the 
sport of fishing. The 
first Saturday of June is 
the designated time for 
this event celebrating 
the first of June being 
National Kidfish Week. 

During this event no 
one participating in 
the event is required to 
have a fishing license. 
This gives parents that 
do not usually fish an 
opportunity to spend 
this time with their chil-
dren and perhaps intro-
duce the love of fishing 
to the whole family.
  Each year this event 
is hosted by the Wood 
County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife, Sabine 
River Authority, and 
Game Warden Peace 
Officer’s Associa-
tion and is held at Sa-
bine River Authority 
Headquarters on Lake 
Fork. All are to be 
commended for their 
diligent hard work 
and the many hours 

they put in to make 
this event such a suc-
cess for our children.
  The event is free to 
all children and their 
parents. If the children 
do not have their own 
fishing equipment, rod 
n’ reels are furnished 
along with all bait and 
tackle. Cold drinks, re-
freshments, hot dogs 
and chips are provided 
for the parents and chil-
dren. This year serving 
the children, parents, 
and guests were the 
Mineola and Holly 
Lake Kiwanis Clubs.
  The format of this 
event is a mock tour-
nament, and divided 
into age group divi-
sions. These divisions 
(See 2017 Kidfish...
  Continued on Page 22-A)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

TRIAD ~ Now in Stock
We Will 
Re-Open 

Friday
September 1

Stocking 

Dealer For:

“Be 

The Fish!”

“We would like to thank all 
of our loyal customers 

for making
this past season such a 

huge success!”

"Happy
4th of July”
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Fish Friendly

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

Practice C.P.R.

Hours
10 AM till 

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

Happy 4th of July
Don’t Let The Heat Get 

You Down...
We Have All Of
Your Favorite

Beverages Here!

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

July on the Fork
By David Ozio

  “According to current temps right now it cer-
tainly doesn’t seem like July. The water temps for 
this time of the year are way behind the curve and 
that is due to a substantial amount of rain and a 
series of cold fronts that are weighing heavy on 
the dynamics of Lake Fork. The bass should be 
ganged up on offshore structures at the moment 
and I still feel like they are scattered and wait-
ing for the right moment to move out and party. 
Nonetheless, this is starting to change as of this 
writing and overnight the serious fun could be-
gin. Once this lake gets in the rock-n-roll mode 
it’s time to schedule a trip with your favor-
ite guide and bag some huge green monsters.

  There has been plenty of rain this year and the 
lake is in awesome shape. The high water has pro-
duced great spawns over the past two seasons and 
the future for Fork couldn’t be brighter. There are 
tons of small bass rambling the lake and these will 
grow to the next generations ShareLunker. July is 
a great month to target all sizes of bass using top 
water, crankbaits and drop shots. It’s all about lo-
cating the fish and then it’s game on. Electronics 
play a huge roll in finding these huge schools of 
bass and the more time you spend graphing the key 
locations, the greater the chance to have a monu-
mental day. Main lake points, ridges, road beds 
and pond dams should be your locations of focus 
and pay close attention to the 18-24ft range. Even 
if you only see a group of ten fish at a given depth, 
pitch out a marker buoy and spend fifteen minutes 
to see if you can get the bass to commit. If nothing 
rattles your cage, move on to the next location. 
Let’s say you see a ton of good arc’s at the next 
spot. My first choice is the drop shot rigged with 
a Talon Carolina Worm or a Roboworm. Use any 
color you want as long as it is red. Drop straight 
down to them and barely jiggle the rod tip. Active 
fish will load the rod and you may think your hung 
up. Set the hook and figure out the rest latter. If the 
drop shot is not your game, throw a Carolina rig 

or a football jig to the area where you first spotted 
the bass. A 3/4 ounce stand up head is also a great 
choice. On the C-rig, you might try a fluke, brush 
hog or a Zoom magnum trick worm. Under bright 
sun, I will use redbug or plum colors and when it’s 
cloudy, any version of green pumpkin will suffice. 
As for the jig, PB&J, Mexican Heather or black/
brown/amber will do the trick. Match a craw trail-
er to the jig and your in business. For the stand 
up head, any big straight tail worm will suffice.
  The topwater bite is good early and late on 
main lake points and a Zara Spook is the tick-
et. Yellow Magic’s will catch their share of fish 
but the spook bags the big one’s. This bite only 

(See July on the Fork...
  Continued on Page 20-A)

Zebra Mussels Discovered in Canyon Lake (Continued from Page 17-A)

tion that is the result of a 
contaminated boat being 
launched in the lake,” Van 
Zee said. “It really hits 
home how important it is for 
boaters to take ownership 
of the problem and to take 
the appropriate steps before 
moving a boat with zebra 
mussels attached as well 
as to clean, drain and dry 
their boats every time they 
leave a lake. We know that 
Texans love their lakes and 
rivers and by taking these 
three simple steps they do a 
lot of good toward helping 
prevent further spread of in-

vasive species in our state.”
  In Texas, it is unlawful 
to possess or transport ze-
bra mussels, dead or alive. 
Boaters are required to 
drain all water from their 
boat and onboard recep-
tacles before leaving or ap-
proaching a body of fresh 
water in order to prevent 
the transfer of zebra mus-
sels that might be inside. 
Zebra mussel larvae are 
microscopic and both 
adults and larvae can sur-
vive for days in or on boats 
transported from a lake. 
The requirement to drain 

applies to all types and siz-
es of boats whether pow-
ered or not: personal wa-
tercraft, sailboats, kayaks/
canoes or any other ves-
sel used on public waters.
  In addition to the adults 
and juveniles found in the 
lake, plankton samples col-
lected from Canyon Lake 
also found zebra mussel 
larvae at multiple sites, 
meaning the lake has a 
fully established infesta-
tion. TPWD is working 
with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers as well as the 
Guadalupe Blanco River 

Authority to continue to 
assess the extent of the in-
festation on Canyon Lake.
  Boater awareness and 
education is very impor-

tant when it comes to the 
issue of invasive species 
and TPWD will continue 
working with its part-
ners across the state to 
spread the word to boaters.

  More information about 
zebra mussels can be 
found online at tpwd.
texas.gov/ZebraMussels.

Fish Friendly



Page 20-A                                   “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                                 July  July                                 “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                             Page 5-A

A.J.’s Fish House
903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17 

“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

F.M. 17, 1 Block South of Hwy. 515 
(For Your Dining Pleasure Feel Free to B.Y.O.B your 

favorite beer or wine)

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
Southern Fried Catfish 

“With All The Fixin’s”
Fried Shrimp • Boiled Shrimp

Chicken Tenders • Hush Puppies & Fries
Dessert Included • Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome • Senior Citizen Discounts
Private Banquet Room • Seating For 400 ~ No Wait • 

Plenty of Parking  • CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
 AVAILABLE!”

   Check out Our Website:
     www.ajsfishhouse.com
  For Banquet or Catering 

409-782-4269 

David Ozio Lake Fork

Guide

Service

Ross Miller with 
David Ozio

Johnathon Smith 
with David Ozio

David Hansen with 
David Ozio

Practice 
C.P.R.

Catch * Photo

Release

R V  L O T S  F O R  L E A S E
Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that 
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round 
 3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE 
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, 
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, 

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)
RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! 
WE ARE THE BEST!!!

Concrete Boat RampBeautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete 

Pads

Abundant Wildlife For Scenic 
Pleasure

Caney Poit RV Resort

Burgers • Chicken • Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches 
& Groceries

Large Tackle Selection • Fishing & Hunting License
ATM  Open 7 Days A Week • 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

 July on the Fork (Continued from Page 6-A)

lasts about an hour but it is well worth being 
on the water early as daylight has it’s own maj-
esty. Once this bite stops, move the boat out to 
about 15ft and throw a C-rig, squarebill or jig up 
to the 5-7ft range and work it back slowly. This 
will account for extra bites to fulfill the morning. 
A Texas rig blue fleck power worm fished with 
a 3/8 ounce tungsten weight in that same depth 
range will also deliver some rod bending results.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in July search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be 

a part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certifi-
cates available if you have friends or loved one’s 
who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can 
contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skee-
t21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/davidoziolakefork-
guide. I post my daily trip results on this page. 
I run a Skeeter FX21 with a Yamaha 250SHO 
and it is gased up and ready to go. I would also 
like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon Custom 
Lures for making my job the blast that it is. I hope 
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. 
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

Patrick Smith with 
David Ozio

AGES CATFISH BREAM CRAPPIEBASS OTHER

4 & UNDER
Gavin Marshak

3.77-lbs.

13-16 YR OLD

5-8 YR. OLD

9-12 YR OLD

Nolan Allred
 6.04-lbs.

Rowdy Bowring
.86-lbs.

Parker Davis
3.80-lbs.

Noah Allen
1.13-lbs.

Michael Blasingame

2.85-lbs.

Rowdy Bowring
4.25-lbs.

Addison Allred
 4.07-lbs.

Landon Powell
.62-lbs.

Dathan Blasingame
.38-lbs.

Corban Mize
(Turtle) 4.14-lbs.

Braelyn Bridenstin
1.14-lbs.

Alizia Blasingame
2.75-lbs.

Rayanna Harrell
1.36-lbs.

Tournament Winners In The 2017 Wood County Kidfish

Rider Bosring
.85-lbs.

Chloey Powell
.58-lbs.

Gabbee Houston
.46-lbs.

Kacie Jones
(Turtle) 4.61-lbs.

McKenzee Smith
(Turtle) 14.35-lbs.

Karsen Tipton
(Drum)1.74-lbs.

2017 Kidfish on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

 There were plenty of smiles to be seen at SRA 
Headquarters on June 3rd, not only by the chil-
dren catching fish, but also by the parents see-
ing their children experience the joy of fishing.
  At the 2017 Wood County Kidfish held at Lake 
Fork on June 3rd there were children and par-
ents and grandparents from all over the area that 

(See 2017 Kidfish....Continued on Page 7-A)
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina, 
R.V. Park and 
Professional 

Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang 

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat 

Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar 
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI 

* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker 
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning 

* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548  Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994    www.bassinwithbubba.com
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles 
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17 

South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave, 
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV, 

New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event 
Motel  * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat 

Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
  Quitman, Texas 

903-763-4545

Wood County National Bank
1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

welcome all visitors 
to lake fork 
and the area

www.wcnbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

of Gilmer"

For Tournaments, Bass Clubs, 
Guide Service, Special Functions, 

Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers, 

Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com

If you would like

"The 
Fisherman's 
Guide, News"
Delivered to you, a 
friend, or relative's 

home for 1 year 
(12 Issues)

For Only $30, 
Send check or 
Money Order

Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's 
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX., 

75497

Fish Friendly

After Jadon had caught his first fish, he had to 
know all about it and Rodney Ellis answered 
all of his questions.

Pack on Knowledge (Continued from Page 18-A)

and whatever else that 
sinker comes across. 
The bite can be diffi-
cult to detect. I try to 
set the hook immedi-
ately when I feel any-
thing that resembles 
a bite. Fish swallow 
the hook often, so you 
want to set the hook 
before that happens.
  The great thing about 
a Carolina rig is that 

you can fish it at any 
depth. I do very well on 
it in shallow water and 
I do even better with it 
on deep, offshore struc-
ture. It can be fished on 
clean, rocky bottoms, 
or finessed through 
heavy timber. It works 
every month of the 
year here in east Texas.
  I know the Carolina 
rig isn’t the most excit-

ing subject, but catch-
ing bass is exciting, 
and it catches bass bet-
ter than anything some-
times. If you haven’t 
thrown one, I’m sure it 
won’t take long to real-
ize its’ effectiveness.

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

Jadon got his “Wish to Fish Trip” but I’m sure 
he had another wish when he blew out his can-
dles on his catfish birthday cake at Oak Ridge.

Jadon took his first ride in a Legend V21 bass boat 
to the dam and scenic cruise by Don Bubba Hamp-
ton, CEO/Founder, “Wish to Fish Foundation”. 

Jadon caught the first fish of the trip, while be-
ing schooled by Bart Martin, on his new rod n’ 
reel given to him by Wish to Fish.

Wish to Fish Foundation Welcomes Jadon McCoy to Lake Fork

(See Wish to Fish Trip....Continued on Page 14-A)

By Sue Hampton

On the morning of June 12th, Jadon McCoy had 
been told by his parents that they were going to 
take him out to pick up trash so the fish, birds, etc. 
wouldn’t get sick. Needless to say he was pretty 
surprised when he arrived at Oak Ridge Marina 
here on Lake Fork and was introduced to our Wish 
To Fish crew. His mom, Mandy Evans and dad 
Brandon McCoy had other plans for him…a 12th 

surprise birthday party on a big pontoon boat. He 
was going fishing!! Others invited to his party in-
cluded his grandma, Paula Spaust, his Aunt Brittny 
& little 18 month old cousin, Brooklyn McCoy. 
Our crew consisted of myself taking pictures, our 
captain, Rodney Ellis (owner of Quarter Horse RV 
& Boat Storage) and Bart Martin, (owner of Mar-
tin’s Fisherman’s Inn) and Don (Bubba) Hamp-
ton manned the 911 chase boat. Once again, one 
of our great sponsors, John Heimgartner, (owner 
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Texas!
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!

Yamaha Technician In House

2017 Skeeter FX21LE

2017 Skeeter ZX225

Lake Fork
(903) 383-7885

     Website: www.scenic515cabins.com • Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net
Located on 515 Between  Hwy 154 &  Hwy 17

“Summer Rates Beginning July 5th”
903-383-7885

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas' #1 Bass Fishing Lake
15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees • Covered Boat Parking • Clean Cabins • Full Baths

 Direct TV • Small Refrigerator • Microwave • Coffee Pot • Two Double Beds • Guide Services Available

Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

2017 Kidfish on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 7-A)

included 4 years old 
and under, 5 to 8 year 
old, 9 to 12 year old, 
and 13 to 16 year old. 
Each child weighing in 
the heaviest fish of the 
tournament wins a tro-
phy and a year’s worth 
of bragging rights. 
Wood County Sheriff, 
Tom Castloo was pres-
ent to congratulate the 
winners in each age 
category and present 
them with their trophy. 
Weight Masters for 
Kidfish are all members 
of the Lake Fork Texas 
Trails Bassmasters.
  This year’s winner of 
the ‘Traveling Trophy’ 
was Nolan Allred with 
his 6.04-pound catfish. 
This award goes to the 
child that caught the 
heaviest fish in the tour-
nament. For his catch 
he received an extra 
award and his name 
will be engraved on the 

trophy kept on display 
at the Wood County 
Sheriff’s Department.
  No child leaves the 
event without a prize 
furnished by the many 
sponsors. This year’s 
prizes ranged from bi-
cycles, fishing equip-
ment, and many other 
items for each child’s 

enjoyment. All of the 
children and parents 
always have an excel-
lent time at the event.
 
  A special thanks 
goes out to all of the 
great sponsors that 
made this event pos-
sible, after all, our 
children are the future.   

For the past 18 years, Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of Lake Fork have been the Weight Masters at 
the Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork.

Skeeter Owner’s Tournament (Continued from Page 1-A)

a more entertaining 
show than Skeeter 
does to show their 
appreciation to all of 
their owners. From 
the free barbecue meal 
for all the participants 
to all the booths, edu-
cational, and recre-
ational furnished for 
the fishermen and 
their families it is a 
great show. During the 
course of the tourna-
ment Fish Fishburne 
definitely kept the 
spectators entertained.
  Skeeter Owner’s 
Tournament paid 10 
places per hour. First 
in each hour paid 
$700 with tenth pay-
ing $100. The heavi-
est bass caught in the 
tournament took home 
a 2017 FX 20 Skeeter 
with a 250 Yamaha 
SHO, equipped with 
Lowrance Electron-

ics and PowerPole. 
This was won by Da-
vid Laine from Horse-
shoe Bay, Texas with 
a 9.36-pound bass. 
For the heaviest bass 
16” or less the angler 
took home a Yamaha 
Viking Side-By-Side. 
This was won by 
Marty Thomas from 
Millsap, Texas with 
a 2.80-pound bass.
  During the course of 
the tournament there 
were 19 bass over the 
slot brought to the 
scales. David Laine’s 
9.36-pound; Michael 
McKinney from Min-
nekan, Oklahoma 
with a 9.35-pound; 
Landon Markum from 
Emory, Texas with an 
8.92-pound; Clifton 
McKay from Vicks-
burg, Mississippi with 
an 8.89-pound; Sam 
Byrd IV from Brooks-

ville, Mississippi with 
an 8.76-pound; Roger 
Sargent Jr. from We-
tumpka, Alabama with 
an 8.63-pound; Keith 
Jones from White 
Oak, Texas with an 
8.42-pound; Chris 
Kellum from Royse 
City, Texas with an 
8.25-pound; Antho-
ny Maldonaldo from 
Jacksonville, Texas 
with a 7.80-pound; 
Jamie Moore from 
Wagoner, Oklahoma 
with a 7.37-pound; 
Scott Essermann from 
Townsend, Wisconsin 
with a 6.93-pound; 
Daryl Clifton from 
McAlester, Oklahoma 
with an 8.78-pound; 
Shawn Lemen from 
Montgomery, Texas 
with an 8.56-pound; 
Jamie Moore from 
(See Skeeter Owner’s....
 Continued on Page 23-A)
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Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

“If it ain’t big, it ain’t Lake Fork!”
By: Don Hampton
 
   Everything is big on Lake Fork. That could 
be the reason one of Bubba’s New Year’s Reso-
lutions was to lose some weight. He was not 
too excited about that one though. He likes his 
fried fish, chicken fried steaks, mashed potatoes 
and gravy. Bubba is also kind of proud of his 
size. He says, “People can see I’m healthy and 
with my longer arms I can make longer casts!” 
Well, that’s Bubba for you… always looking for 
the positive in a situation. He even wants to get 
a bumper sticker for his truck that says, “Made 
In Texas By Texans”. His truck was built in 
Detroit so we know he’s not referring to that!
  Big is the reason Bubba chose to live on Lake Fork. 
For the big bass and I do believe for the big sto-
ries and the number of restaurants that have “All 
You Can Eat”, while you tell these exaggerations!
  Bubba has a tendency to tell a few tall-tales him-
self.  With him when he is exaggerating a story he 
does it in full jest. Fishing is just too much fun to 
fib about it. Bubba’s stories range from the bass he 
caught that was so big, that when he pulled it out 
of the water the lake level dropped two feet or the 
one that was so big it struck at his boat thinking it 
was a topwater lure. My very favorite one he told 
me was about the one he hooked under the 154 
bridge. This hawg was so big and strong it pulled 
him from the bridge to the dam. It was so strong and 
fast he was passing other boats that were on plane. 
When the fish got him in deeper water he had to cut 
his line because he was afraid the fish was going 

to pull his boat under like a bobber on a cane pole.
  One of Bubba’s favorite past times is sitting 
around making up exaggerated funny fishing sto-
ries. It is like some of the jokes he makes up. He’ll 
practice them on Bubbette until she gets so tired of 
them she runs off to WalMart and then he rehearses 
them to himself. When he gets to a point where he 
laughs at them, then look out world here they come!
  With his stories a person knows they are all in 
jest and only for the fun of telling. You know right 
away his stories are literally, “unbelievably funny”.
  With some anglers and their fish stories you can 
just watch and listen to Bubba to determine if he 
believes them. If you or someone else is telling 
Bubba a fish story that he just isn’t quite buying, 
you can tell right off. If his only comment dur-
ing the story is “Right” or “Really”, he isn’t going 
for it! If he finds the story just too unbelievable, 
“Right” and “Really”, will be long and drawn out 
with too many syllables in the pronunciation. So 
much so he sounds like he is doing an impres-
sion of Dr. Evil in the Austin Powers movie.
  A perfect example of one of these stories 
is when an angler, (we won’t say his profes-
sion), told Bubba he caught a double-dig-
it bass everyday for 28 days in a row fishing 
Lake Fork. All Bubba said was “Riiiggght!” 
  What Bubba really wanted for his 22nd Anni-
versary he didn’t get! But, he had already fig-
ured out that Bubbette wouldn’t be able to find 
it, so he wasn’t too disappointed. He wanted one 
of those fancy reels that some of these anglers 
must have in their possession. The kind of reel 

that has the built-in scale and measuring tape. 
He has some nice reels that Bubbette has bought 
him on special occasions but none that tell him 
how long or heavy the fish was that broke off.
  Bubba knows these reels must exist, if only for 
the most elite fishermen, because otherwise how 
could they tell these stories with such preciseness. 
One angler told Bubba, “I hooked an 11.4 pound 
bass over 24” but never got it to the surface before 
it wrapped me on a stump and broke my line!” 
Bubba’s reply, “Riiiggghht!” Another angler told 
Bubba just after a tournament, “I almost had you 
beat! I had an 8-pound 10-ounce bass all the way 
up to the boat before it broke my line!” Bubba’s 
reply, “Riiiggghhht! You want to see my check?”
  Bubba has decided these anglers must 
have one of those fancy reels that tells ex-
actly how much a fish weighs upon hook-up! 
He’s weighed a lot of fish in his time but he 
couldn’t tell you exactly what a fish weighed 
on the end of his line while its still in the water.
  After much thought and pondering on Bubba’s 
part he came to a conclusion. “These big fish 
tales are like big people getting their pictures 
taken. Each one will have you convinced that a 
photograph adds 10 pounds to their weight!” 
  But truth or not, Bubba finds this all very en-
tertaining! He told me the most entertaining are 
when some of the guys tell him about a big fish 
they caught. Then they forgot they told him about 
that catch and tell him again later. Well, by then 
the fish has gained another 2-pounds. All Bubba 
can say is “Reeeaaaallllly!”

Skeeter Owner’s Tournament (Continued from Page 3-A)

Marty Thomas from Millsap, Texas won a Ya-
maha Viking Side-By-Side for the heaviest bass 
under the slot.

Wagoner Oklahoma 
with an 8.21-pound; 
Bill Goodling from 
Choudrant, Louisiana 
with a 7.83-pound; 
Ty Humphries from 
Stonewall, Louisiana 
with a 7.64-pound; 
Donnie Roberts from 
Pineville, Louisiana 
with a 7.54-pound; 
Jason Letterman from 
McKinney, Texas with 
a 6.78-pound; and 
Ricky Broadway from 
Marthaville, Louisi-
ana with a 6.65-pound.
  In the Ladies Divi-
sion Tonya Johnson 
from Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas won 1st Place 
with a 2.52-pound; 
2nd Place was Brandi 
Fairchild from King-
wood, Texas with a 
2.51-pound; and 3rd 
Place was Lisa Lopez 
from Clifton, Texas 

with a 2.45-pound. 
In the Juniors Di-
vision Bryce Ever-
ett from Arp, Texas 
won 1st Place with a 
2.19-pound; 2nd Place 
was Matthew Glasgow 
from Kaufman, Texas 
with a 1.90-pound; 
3rd Place was Mat-
thew Maffei from 
Lake Wales, Florida 
with a 1.89-pound; 

and 4th Place was 
Nathan Brown 
from Yantis, Texas 
with a 1.81-pound.
  
  In all it was a very 
entertaining and good 
fishing for everyone. 
If you own a Skeeter 
Bass Boat and wish 
to attend next year’s 
event, you should 
start making plans.      
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“Hats Off” to another successful Annual Kid Fish on Lake Fork at SRA 
Headquarters that was held on June 3rd. Children and their parents 
from all over the area attended to enjoy a morning of fishing, hotdogs, 
drinks, and prizes put on by TPW Game Wardens Association, Wood 
County Sheriff’s Department, and Sabine River Authority. (See Story on 
Page 5-A)

The Annual Skeeter Owner’s Tournament drew a record number of an-
glers from various states with 2,342 anglers coming to participate.

David Laine (lt) from Horseshoe Bay, TX., won the Annual Skeeter 
Owner’s Tournament with a 9.36-lb. bass. For his catch he won $700 in 
hourly and a 2017 Skeeter FX 20 with a 250 Yamaho SHO, Lowrance 
Electronics and PowerPole presented to him by Jeff Stone, General 
Manager/Senior Vice President of Skeeter Products, Inc. 

24th Annual Skeeter Owner’s Tournament
On June 12 the Wish To Fish Foundation granted a wish for Jadon McCoy 
(ctr) and his family. Pictured from left to right are Paula Spaust(grandma), 
Brandon McCoy (dad), Bart Martin, (Dir.), Mandy Evans (mom), Rodney 
Ellis, (Dir.), Aunt Brittny & Brooklyn McCoy and Sue Hampton, (Dir.).  
(See Story  on Page 4-A)(See Skeeter Owner’s....
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By Don Hampton

  The 24th Annu-
al Skeeter Owner’s 
Tournament held on 
Lake Fork and put 

on by Skeeter Bass-
Champs once again 
set a historical marker 
for attendance. Over 
2300 anglers came 
from all over the na-

tion to enjoy this 
great tournament.
  Barnum and Bai-
ley couldn’t put on 


