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John Heimgartner, Bro’s Patio and Fisherman’s One Stop put his
Magic Cajun Touch smoking and preparing a young pig for the 4th
Annual Hook N’ Cook Sandbass Tournament that was held on August
12th benefitting the Wish to Fish Foundation on Lake Fork. When the
meal began there was no doubt what the favorite was. A very large
thank you goes to Tracy Redden, JSB Ranch in Aspermont, Texas for
the donation of the young pig. He went above and beyond in his dona-
tion of the pig. He delivered it cleaned and quartered packed in ice two
days before the event, plenty of time for John to put his Magic Touch
on the porker. (See full story on Page 4-A)
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Sealy To Be Inducted Into

Bass Fishing Hall of Fame

Big Bass Splash fish-
ing tournament founder
Bob Sealy will be one
of five inductees into
the Bass Fishing Hall
of Fame’s new per-
manent home in Mis-
souri in November.

Since 2003, 62 hon-
orees have been in-
ducted into the Bass
Fishing Hall of Fame.

Sealy, who lives on
Lake Sam Rayburn,
will be inducted along-
side Wade Bourne,
Shaw Grigsby, Mor-
ris Sheehan and Lou-
ie Stout at the hall’s
new location within
Johnny Morris’ Won-
ders of Wildlife Mu-
seum & Aquarium in
Springfield, Missouri.

“This 1s quite an
honor” Sealy said. “In
2014, I got inducted
into the Legends of
the Outdoors National
Hall of Fame in Nash-
ville, which recognizes
outdoors sportsmen
and sportswomen. This
hall of fame, to me,
is the next step up.”

“A lot of good people
are put up for nomina-
tions for this, based
on what you do for
the industry, what
you’ve done and what

you’ve
We’ve worked awful-
ly hard to get to this.”

Sealy founded the
Big Bass Splash, con-

given back.

sidered the world’s
largest amateur bass
fishing tournament, in
1984, though he creat-
ed the amateur concept
years before while run-
ning a program on the
Texas side of Lowe’s
Creek, near Hemp-
hill, in the mid-1970’s

“I owned a business
up at the lake,” Sealy
said. “I was involved in
Bassmaster (B.A.S.S.),
which was founded
by Ray Scott---a men-
tor of mine, who made
bass fishing into a com-
petitive sport. He and
I became such friends,
but I knew I couldn’t
compete with them.

“What we established

(See Sealy Inducted....
Continued on Page 7 -A)
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“Bubba May Becoming a ‘High Tech’ Redneck Thanks to Bubbette!”

By: Don Hampton

If it wasn’t for Bubbette I’'m afraid Bubba would
still be in the dark ages. When it comes to new
technology Bubba could care less if it doesn’t go
on his bass boat or help him locate and catch bass.

Bubba doesn’t have a problem learning, he just
has a problem taking the time out from fishing
to learn. He’ll spend more time reading, study-
ing, and learning about his new Lowrance HDS
12 Gen 3 Depth finder/GPS unit than a col-
lege student preparing for final exam. When
it comes to new items and learning their use,
Bubbette just has to be forceful with him. Be-
ing forceful with Bubba isn’t easy but a little
threat of her not cooking will do it every time.

Bubbette finally got him away from his pola-
roid camera and into the digital age. This was a
task in itself because Bubba liked the way his
camera spit the photo out the front and he had
his pictures to show off sixty seconds later. Now
he loves his digital because when he downloads
them on his computer he can send to all his buds.
Just another giant step for Bubba and mankind.

When everyone else was getting cell phones,
Bubba had a beeper that he left in his truck
most of the time. When cell phones became
small and compact, Bubba had a bag phone he
did leave in his truck all the time. Bubbette has
finally got him up to date and in modern times
and he is now carrying an Apple 6S+ phone but

“Bassin’ With Bubba

Lake Fork

he still has the old habit of leaving it in his truck
at times. I’'m pretty sure he does this on pur-
pose because he doesn’t want to be disturbed
or found when he is hiding out on the lake.
When Bubbette took Bubba to a new level of ad-
vanced technology, I just wish you could have seen
his face when she told him his phone and truck had
“Blue Tooth” technology! “A blue tooth”, Bubba
exclaimed. “What would I do with a blue tooth?
I have a full mouth of teeth! Corn on the cob, no
problem! Steak, no problem! Apples, no problem!”
At this time Bubbette had to explain to Bub-
ba just what a “Blue Tooth” was because he
was really getting carried away! He had heard
of false teeth, decayed teeth, green teeth, and
no teeth, (the latter of which he knows a lot of
jokes about people in a neighboring state) but
he had no idea about Blue Tooth Technology.
Afteralengthy explanation ofhow he could answer
all his calls, hands free, while he was driving down
the road, he went for it he loved it. He just thought
this was neater than peanut butter and sliced bread.
He was calling all his friends while driving
down the road talking fishing! That was until
he found out just how many others didn’t know
what he was doing! More than once someone
asked, “Bubba why are you always talking to
yourself going down the highway?” Those who
know Bubba should know not to ask questions
of that nature. He told one such unfortunate, “I
am communicating with my ‘Starship BassGet-

ter’ when I finish lunch I’ll have them beam me
back to my Legend V21!” To another he was
pretty short when he said, “It’s the only way I can
hear myself. My shotgun damaged my hearing
when I was answering an off the wall question!”

You won’t see Bubba talking to his truck too
much anymore! I think what really turned him
off to it was an incident that occurred while he
was driving down the road. He was just talking
away on it to Bubbette when a car with some
youth past him and were looking at him laugh-
ing. He figured they either thought he was talk-
ing to himself or that he was taking up karaoke!
The way Bubba views this now is that this may still
be alittle before his time. Whatever the case, if you
see Bubba driving down the road just talking away,
do yourself and Bubbette a favor and don’t ask!
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Texas

Sailboat Incident on Lake

Texas Game Wardens
are investigating a fatal
boating accident that
occurred Saturday af-
ternoon, Aug. 7th on
Lake O’ The Pines
involving three East
Texas teens on a Boy
Scout outing. Prelimi-
nary investigations and
observations indicates
the vessel, a Cata-
maran sailboat, col-
lided with an overhead
transmission power
line and those onboard
may have been elec-
trocuted as a result.
The three occupants of
the vessel, ages 11, 16
and 17, were members
of Boy Scout Troop
620 from Hallsville,
Texas. All three were
wearing personal flo-
tation devices at the
time of the accident.
Game wardens arrived

at the Alley Creek area
of Lake O’ The Pines
near Avinger, Texas,
shortly before 2 p.m.
Saturday to find a Ho-
biecat Catamaran on
fire with the sails up
about 300 yards north
of the power lines.
Wardens discovered a
17-year-old male on-
board and a 16-year-
old in the water a short
distance away. Both
victims suffered severe
bodily injuries and were
deceased. A third unre-
sponsive  11-year-old
victim was located in
a boat nearby and was
being provided CPR
by good Samaritans.
He was transported to
LSU Medical Center-
Shreveport, LA, where
he passed away as a re-
sult of injuries suffered
during the accident.

Game Wardens Investigating Fatal

O’ The Pines

The accident is be-
ing investigated by
the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department’s
statewide boating ac-
cident reconstruction
and mapping team.
Victim  identification
1S not being released.

If you would like
"R
CUIDE, METS"

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
For Only $30,
Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:
The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497
903-383-7686

New Attitude
New Hours
New Owners
Brian & Melissa
Clayton

PROPANE BY THE GALLON

BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED
FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN

BLACK SALTY’S
For Big Bass & Catfish~Minnows for Crappie
Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Wednesday 6am ~12 noon

Closed Sunday
IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

@ i

v 3=

(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Great Lodglng Accommodatlons at Texas' #1 Bass Flshlng Lake

15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Direct TV * Small Refrigerator « Microwave ¢ Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds °

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking ¢ Clean Cabins ¢ Full Baths

Guide Services Available

“Great Rates ~ Make Your Reservations Today”

903-383-78835

Located on 515 Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

dbigan \Website: www.scenicS15cabins.com ¢ Email: scenicSlScabins@eoplescom.net
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4th Annual Hook N’ Cook Sandbass Tournament of Lake Fork

By Don Hampton

The 4th Annual Hook N’ Cook Sandbass
Tournament was held on August 12th and host-
ed by Bro’s Patio and Fisherman’s One Stop.

The fun day tournament was originally began
in 2013 to benefit “The Wish to Fish Founda-
tion” and help reduce the population of sand-
bass in Lake Fork. Fishing hours because of the
heat were from 6 a.m. to 12 p.m. with all con-
testants having to be in the pull through weigh
in by 1 p.m. This is to allow time enough for
all the fish to be filleted for the great spread to
begin at 5 p.m. that evening and give anglers

a chance to go home and cool off. Over 200
sandbass were filleted, which says a lot for
the 21 anglers that participated. Some anglers
were really on them while others struggled.
Each angler could weigh in five fish but were
asked to bring their daily legal limit of 25 to
be fried. The tournament paid the top five
places 80% of all entry money and three plac-
es for Big Sandbass paying 100% of entries.

Winning 1st Place Heavy Stringer was Dean
O’Brien with a total 5 fish limit weighing
8.87-pounds. Dean also won heavy sandbass
with a 2.09-pounder; 2nd Place Heavy String-
er was Evan O’Brien with a total weight of

8.55-pounds. Evan also won 2nd heaviest
sandbass of the tournament with a 1.84-pound-
er; 3rd Place was Kyle House with a total
weight of 7.73-pounds; 4th Place was won by
Doug House with a weight of 7.17-pounds;
5th Place was won by Josh Busby with a to-
tal weight of 6.55-pounds. Josh also won
3rd heaviest sandbass with a 1.77-pounder.

After all the filleting knives were cleaned
and put away and the work done, it was time
for the fun festivities to begin. John and his
staff at Bro’s Patio had a terrific spread for
those attending to partake in and it was open
(Continued on Next Page)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
2712 N. Hwy. 17

Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479
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“WOOD COUNTY

NATIONAL

i

3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft

Visit Us Online

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New AC/Heating Units

Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event

Motel * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat
Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

www.gofishfork.com

WELSOIRE ALL FISTIORS
1 AKE RORK
ARTD TR AREA

Wood County National Bank Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545
Wood County National Bank

www.wenbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8044

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082
Member

FDIC

of Gilmer"
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to all. There was no cost on the meal for
those attending, only a request for a donation
to Wish to Fish. Well over 100 attended the
meal. Many observed the no cost on the meal
and ignored the donation part. If it seems [’'m
being a little harsh, I mean to be. There was
a lot of hard work and expense put into this
event with personal money involved. This
year the donations totaled a mere $305.37. At
the 3rd Annual there was $792 in donations
for the meal with less people coming to eat.

After the terrific meal there was a raffle with
many attendants taking home some nice gifts
provided by the great sponsors of “The Wish
to Fish Foundation”. I would like to thank all

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete
Pads

Pleasure

| RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park

of our gracious sponsors for this. In the raf-
fle there was $320 raised for the foundation.

present time we are debating as to whether

or not there will be a 5Sth Annual Hook N’ Cook
Tournament. For those that did attend, I thank
you all for opening your hearts and donating.

John and his staff at Bro’s Patio are to be com-
mended for all their hard work and expense
put in to make the 4th Annual Hook N’ Cook
Sandbass Tournament a success. Many thanks
go to you from “The Wish to Fish Foundation”.

Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots

NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS
Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round

Concrete Boat Ramp

3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE :
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots I
BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads, | ¥
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only
Owned By Christian American
Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!!
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Summer is winding down!

By David Ozio

“ Summer is finally winding down and it’s time
for the big bass to start making moves away from
summer haunts and change from the dormant state
of mind to the aggressive behavior that we all
know and love. This summer followed suit with
the summer of 2016 with the surface water temps
rising to the 93 degree mark in late June, back
down to the 82 degree mark in July, back up to the
94 degree area in early August and back to the 82
degree mark in middle August. This is enough to
drive any guide nuts. Staying consistent on a daily
basis has been extremely difficult and it’s time to
break out of this mode into the realm of bagging
20-50 bass per day. September should usher in this
possibility as hungry bass migrate to the backs

of the creeks looking to fatten up for the winter.

With the days growing shorter, certain patterns
should take hold this month and I would be fo-
cusing on the shallow bite on a day to day basis.
Backs of creeks will be the starting point if you
are looking for consistent action. Shad will start
to migrate to these areas of the lake and school-
ing activity will start to take place as the water
begins to cool. Top water baits, squarebills, Texas
rigged worms and shaky heads will lead the attack
especially early and late. The lake is currently a
little over pool and shallow water vegetation is
taking root all over the lake. New grass growth,
reeds and alligator grass (that’s what I call the
thick leafy vegetation) lines most all coves and
creek banks. Bass love this new aquatic growth
as it provides shade and protection from the sum-
mer sun and cover to ambush baitfish. If it is a
cloudy day, the yellow magic might be the call
for the entire day along this vegetation. A sun-
ny day would probably require the Texas rig or
shaky head fished in the same shallow areas. Wa-
ter clarity will determine the color of the plastics
needed, dark hues for heavily stained water and
translucent colors for the much clearer water.

Once you reach the midday time frame, I would
start looking to the deeper areas of the lake,
humps, ridges, road beds and pond dams for the

larger bass. The football jig is hard to beat during
this time of the year and the 3/40z Talon Custom
football jig is the best choice for the job. Add a
Talon Repo Craw trailer and your ready to tackle
the heavy weights of the lake. As of lately, I have
found that setting the boat on the shallowest part
of the structure and casting out to the deep areas
has produced more bites than the reverse scenario.
The Carolina rig will also be a “go to” presentation
for the same application. I would use a long leader
with a 3/0 hook and a Talon Custom Big 10 inch
Swamp Wiggler Worm. When you get a bite on one
of these, your partner better be headed for the net.
Redbug, Watermelon Red or Green Pumpkin Pep-
per will do the trick as far as colors are concerned.
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13. Algerian city

14. Bay window

16. Reign

17. Ear part

18. Eruption from the sun’s surface
19. Egyptian sun god (var.)
20. Doctors’ group (abbr.)

21. Made endless

23. Digressions

25.¢ Boot,” 1981 film
26. Distant

27. Pertaining to speech sound
32. Formal close (music)

35. Israeli city

36. Upward (prefix)

37. Good-looking image

CLUES DOWN

1. Weapon
2. Pleasant odor
3. Cakes
4. Compass point (abbr.)
5. Give in
6. French city
7. Fibber
8. Lout
9. Approval
10. Dawdle (slang)
11. Take to one’s heels
12. To be disposed
15. Opening move
21. Yeddo
22. Veranda
24. Hebrew month
27. Bullfighting maneuvers ,
28. To show disapproval
29. Stretched tight
30. Japanese waist pouch
31. Herb , columnist

CLUES ACROSS
1. Small fry 41. Word element meaning “nitro-
5. Jonas , cured polio gen”
9. Flew off! 42. Rabbits

43. This weighs (two words)
44. Lets it be known, in a way
46. Angle (abbr.)

48. Being a single unit

49. Caps

52. Spanning

57. Copycat

59. Partisanship

60. Excuse

61. Weight unit

62. Spanish river

63. Lounges about

64. Away from wind

65. Hankerings

66. Jubilant delight

67. Approves food (abbr.)

32. Cleaning lady

33. Any thick, messy substance
34. Twains

35. Rabbit

38. African country

39. View or pass

40. Challenge

45. Trunks

46. the Menace (female)
47. Work unit

49. Good Book

50. Afrikaans

51. Velocity

52. Comply

53. Feeling (slang)

54. Acquire by one’s efforts
55. Wooden-soled shoe

56. Mound

58. Ancient Greek city

61. Follows sigma

Answers on Page 21-A
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(See Summer is winding....
Continued on Page 20-A)
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Sealy To Be Inducted Into Bass
Fishing Hall of Fame (couiniedsion page 10

was a grassroots (tour-
nament) for amateurs
who dreamed of being
in the limelight like
those professionals but
didn’t have the oppor-
tunity to do so. It grew
into Big Bass and the
concept became family-
oriented, with a motto,
‘Where Amateurs Win
Like the Pros.” We were
showcased on Nation-
al Geographic, which
says a lot about what
we’ve been doing and
trying to accomplish.”
Big Bass Splash events
have spread beyond
Lake Sam Rayburn
across the nation. Since
itbegan, the tournament
has paid out more than
$30 million dollars and

raised more than $2.3
million dollars to sup-
port Ronald McDonald
House Charities and
the St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.
“I owe a lot to my wife,
Donna, and my daugh-
ter, Nicole,” Sealy said.
“We’ve accomplished
a lot,” Sealy said. “It’s
very rewarding. [ al-
ways tell the crowd at
the end of the tourna-
ment, ‘You ain’t seen
nothing yet,” because
I ain’t done. There’s
still more to do.”

His family will be
with him during the
induction dinner and
ceremony, planned for
Thursday, November 9.

“This is a special

milestone,” said Don-
ald Howell, the hall’s
board of director’s
president. “The goal
since our founding in
2003 has always been
to have a home to hon-
or our inductees and
their accomplishments
in the sport of bass
fishing. We all look
forward to sharing and
celebrating a special
night with Wade’s fam-
ily, Shaw, Bob, Morris
and Louie. And we are
all anxious to showcase
our past inductees in
the hall’s new home.”

Fish Friendly
Practice Good

Sportsmanship

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba  WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

==y~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca

* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha

A Salon For The

Whole Family!

Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLAR
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!! However, if you have invested thousands
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!! For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics. I look forward to hearing
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244,

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques
* Jigs ¢ Spoons * Carolina Rigs « Wacky Worms ¢ Light Tackle Drop Shotting
* Lure Selection * Lure Presentation * Reading Structure (Electronics)
* Aquatic Vegetation » Night Fishing ¢ Fly Fishing
CLINIC ON BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK
Roy Greer (903) 765-2075

%, e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com
website: www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.

P Y 903-383-7121

,‘\(\Q«

Q\S Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

(DUCICETT

PRO-DRIVEN

TRIAD ~ Now in Stock
O??E& Now Open
For

Fall Season

Cajun Favorites
g " %“xs Fried Catfish,
M o™ Boiled Shrimp,
ozws 1 0‘ P"’P’ Fried Shrimp,
v R, AS Gumbo, Red Beans & Rice

Butter Beans & More

Featuring Henry's Premium Ice Cream
ENJOY ASSORTED FLAVORS
Pies & Cobblers « Special Desserts

Open Friday & Saturday
from4 P.M. to 9 PM BYOB
Call: 903-383-7127 For To Go Orders
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JTECH 1558 & Alba, TX 75410 » S0I-TE5-2TES » vwwaw lakefarkmarna.com

5 miles N of Alba on Hwy.17

Paul Bacon
Licensed

Master Physical

§ﬂ§ sical” ﬁwmiﬁ

— AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT
TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain * Pre/Post Op Rehab

* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

* Joint Pain Or Injury
* (GGeriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

90Q1§ 474-g 4#3 101

Lennon
Emory, Texas
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By Terri Moon

Right now it’s
hard to wrap my head
around even writing
an article with every-
thing that’s happen-
ing with “Hurricane
Harvey” — My heart
breaks for ALL affect-
ed by its wrath. This
is truly a “significant
emotional event” of
our times. Prayers
for the “Army of An-
gels” who hooked
on to their boats and
headed south — “Real
Time Heroes”! You’ll
continue to be in our
prayers till your safe
return! The fishing
industry response has
been awesome to wit-
ness! It’s a tough road
ahead for all involved,
but wishing each of
you many blessings
in the days to come.

Now as far as the
fishing goes here,
this has probably
been some of the best
“summertime fishing”
of my 20 year career
on Lake Fork. Consis-
tent catches weren’t
as easy to come by un-
til MinnKota perfect-
ed their “Spot Lock”
with double GPS sig-
nals. I’ve been using
the MinnKota Terrova
while waiting for the
Ultrex to be available,
and 1it’s finally ar-
rived. I’'m so excited
and can’t wait to get
on the water with it! A
huge “Thank You” to
Bryan Sartin at “Sar-
tin Marine” for all his
help with all my troll-
ing motor needs! Also
I want to send a “spe-
cial” shout out to Mike
Harvey our MinnKota

Moon Report”

Moon

Report

Rep to thank him for
all he’s done to not
only help me out but
also how he’s helped
many of you! You’re
a “Good Man” my
friend. I'm sending
thoughts, prayers and
well wishes your way!
Ifany of you would be
interested in my Ter-
rova, it will be at “Sar-
tin Marine”. I promise
you will love the dou-
ble GPS Spot Lock!

It’s truly been a
blessed month. The
fishing has been awe-
some (except when
the gates are open) and
got to catch a bunch
with my mom and
dad while they were
here for a visit and
the weather couldn’t
have been more per-
fect. 1 just love the
morning cloud cover!

The crappie have
been holding in 16 to
24 ft. of water. De-
pending on the time of
day, they would bite
as shallow as 12 ft. or
as deep as 22 ft. I just
keep a close eye on
my Lowrance and ad-
just my casts accord-
ingly. On a cloudy
day, black and char-
treuse is working and
on brighter days, we

are using white and
chartreuse — in L.F.T.
live baby shad or
Bubbas baits. We are
finding them at the
bridges, brush piles
and standing timber.
We’re even catch-
ing a few really good
bream on these baits,
among the crappie.

I’m looking for-
ward to Fork’s fall
fishing. From the
weather trend this
year, it could happen
sooner than usual!

My best to you all
and thanks for the
fun month of fishing!

If you would like
B il
FISERRIMAN'S
CUIDE, MEWS"

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $30,
Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497
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AMATEUR BASS ANGLERS COMPETE FOR $475,000 GUARANTEED CASH & PRIZES

Lake Fork- Alba, Texas
— September 15-16-17,
2017 - Family, Fishing &
Fun at the Big Bass Splash
presented by Sealy Out-
doors.  $475,000 Guar-
anteed in Cash and Prizes
with 1st Place Overall
winning a 2017 Triton
19 TRX Powered by
Mercury equipped with
Minn Kota, Lowrance,
Power Pole and Navion-

ics; 2017 RAM Truck
Plus.... $7,000 CASH!
Fifteen places will be paid
in cash each hour of each
tournament day begin-
ning with the 7-8 AM hour
and continuing through
the 1-2 PM hour for the
fifteen single heaviest
bass weighed in. Heavi-
est Bass each hour will
win $1,500! Hourly up-
dates will be broadcasted

Guide
John Morris

Email:

web:

J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional |

Phone: (903) 413-6919
bassmr@geusnet.com

www.jmguideservice.com

live on KMOO 99.9 FM.

Contestant(s) weighing in
the first 2.50 exact weight
bass each day of the tourna-
ment will win $5,000. The
contestant who weighs in
the heaviest bass under the
slot during the 3-day tour-
nament will win $5,000.
In addition, all contestants
are eligible to win a 2017
Triton 189 TRX Powered

by Mercury, equipped

with  MinnKota  and
Lowrance in the famous
“Elimination Drawing”.

“You Can’t Win if You
Don’t Play” Optional
Bonus Games such as
the Bonus Card “AKA”
Insurance Card & Bo-
nus Shirt Hours can win
you additional  cash.

Children ages five to
twelve may participate in
the Little Anglers Divi-
sion and win Academy
gift cards and trophies/
medals for their win-
ning catches of bass, cat-
fish, crappie or perch.
Registration is now open
online for the Big Bass
Splash Presented by Sealy
Outdoors benefitting St.
Jude Children Research
Hospital. To enter, wvisit
www.sealyoutdoors.com.
Early Bird Registration
Deadline is Friday, Sep-
tember 1. Onsite Registra-
tion will be at Lake Fork

Marina from 10 AM — 8
PM on Thursday, Septem-
ber 14. Registration will
continue each morning
from 5 AM until 6 AM on
days of the tournament.
Tournament Entry Fees
are $160 for One Day,
and $210 for Two Days,
$260 for Three Days: The
Little Anglers Division
entry fee is $10 per Day.
All participants and spec-
tators ages 18 years of age
and up can get in on the
action. Come out to the
tournament site, enjoy the
festivities and get your free
ticket for the Open Draw-
ing Sunday, September 17.
The Big Bass Splash
events are considered
to be the world’s largest
grassroots amateur big
bass fishing tournament
of its kind. The Big Bass
Splash attracts thousands
of amateur anglers to these
weekend events. It’s what

'Li--IW PAHK {_

na.com

we call “Fishing, Family
and Fun” for everyone. A
portion of the proceeds
from registration fees
will go to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

Sponsors includes Triton
Boats, Mercury Marine,
Academy Sports & Out-
doors, Minn Kota, Low-
rance, Okuma, Power
Pole, Navionics, River-
2Sea, Texas Fish & Game,
TH Marine, RAM-Weaver
Motors of Kirbyville, TX,
GP8 Oxygen Water, Fire
Disc Grills, Vicious Fish-
ing, Missile Baits, Vicious
Vision, Simms, Wood
County and City of Emory.

For more information go
to  www.sealyoutdoors.
com, call 888.698.2591 or
stop by your local Acad-
emy Sports & Outdoors
store for an official entry
form. Follow us on face-
book.com/BigBassS lash
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Easy Step Sﬁem
boat trailer steps:

* No more crawling on
your hands and knees

* No more slipping,
searching for the fender
* No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
* No more scratching
trailer fenders with your
shoes

* No more worrying
about loading or un-
loading your boat by
yourself

* Has a handrail to hold
when entering and exit-
ing

* Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish

pearance.
* Capacity rating
400 1bs.

New From
Easy Step System
3 - Step Side Mount
Model ESS-3 18-SM
Offset to allow more
mounting options
400-1b load limit

The ESS-3

A 3-step Powder-Coated
Steel model that fits most
air, aluminum, bass, flats,
and pleasure boat trailers.

Easy Step System
boat trailer steps
mount to the tongue
or frame of your
trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and
everything on or off
of your boat safely
and easily while still
on the trailer.
Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

Boat Trailer Steps by Easy Step Systems LLC Fixed and Swmg

Away Models Available Five Easy Step Models 1a 4 Choose F rom

The ESS-3SA

A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away

tongue trailers.

B
-4 - Mg ".'.
Y = 3 h
] |

The ESS-3-SS

A 3-step Stainless
Steel model that
fits most air, alu-
minum, bass, flats,
and pleasure boat
trailers.

Endorsed By:

The ESS-4

A 4-step model that
fits most bay, center
console, and high bow
pleasure boat trailers.

The ESS-4-SS

A 4-step Stainless
Steel model that fits
most bay, center con-
sole, and high bow
pleasure boat trail-
ers.

""The Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”,
The Fisherman's Guide News, 'Bassin With Bubba'
The Wish To Fish Foundation

E Proud Sponsor of the “14th Annual Legend
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

for a lasting new ap- Call 800_966_1502 MO]’], = Fri.

S8a.m. to S5p.m.

web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~
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Introducing the All-New Black Diamond Edition from Legend; the bass boat
that truly defines understated elegance.

(TGN
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All Boats, Makes Models_ Welcome
May 18, 19&20 2018

s Guaranteed in
Cash & Prizes

EEHEﬁnﬂg “The Wish to Fish Foundation™
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

ERAND PRIZEES INGLUDE:

Four (4) Legend Bass Boats, Powered I:Kehlan:u ry, MotorGuide, Lowrance
He:trnni:s. To Be Awarded For: 2 fort fest Bass Over The Slot,
1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot, 1 for Draw Boat
(Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)

10 Poaces Pam Homay 1sT— S$500 = 20— 5400 = 30— 5300 = Am— 5200 = 5m— 5175
= GrH—8150 = Fm—3125+= Bru—%5110 = Sm—5100 = Tz Our of 9v 3100 GC

For moge inrormaTioN caw: 903-360-6994 oa 903-383-T148 Emnic: nsunews @LAKEFORK.HET
All Tournament Contestants can
Purchase Temple Fork OQutfitters Rods $178 Retail ~ $60 Each (A::ortment of Sizes)
LEarly Entry Incentive: Only Early Entries Qualify for Drawing To Win a 20018 Legend Boat, Powered by
Mercury, MotorGuide, & Lowrance Electronics. To Chmlify for Drawing, Entries must be received
on or hefore April 30, 2018, “Legend Advantage Members Win Double Hourly Cash Awards™

MotorGuide'

EIlnm:'Ianrmlnrﬁ : ': e F e A g
E = ST =P k. LT R
.nm ._,q:%n;.u Larewr = [t el m

MERCURY Ralns County Toarism

o Do T Doirfore Dislribution Baard

e Fodroe's it LOANRANGE
’m e T (B Tihe

Limoe To Gaev Foasled £ht




Page 14-4

“IThe risherman’s Cuide. News You Can Use*

sepitember

Lake Austin

Lake Austin is now classified as positive for inva-
sive zebra mussels after biologists discovered them in
the reservoir recently. Lake Austin is the third Central
Texas reservoir where zebra mussels have been found
this year, and the second in the Colorado River basin.

After a single zebra mussel larva was identified from
a plankton sample collected near Tom Miller Dam and
later verified by DNA testing, staff from Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department Inland Fisheries and the City
of Austin searched for zebra mussels on hard surfaces

Positive

for

around the lake. They identified several half-inch adult
zebra mussels on multiple marina floatation devic-
es and a barge near the Walsh Boat Landing Aug. 9.

Although the adult zebra mussels were found just
a little over a month after upstream reservoir Lake
Travis was found to have an established, reproduc-
ing population, biologists cannot determine whether
the Lake Austin zebra mussel presence is the result
of downstream spread from Lake Travis or whether
it’s the result of an infested boat coming into the lake.

BY FISEERNET FOR FISHERUEL

Motel, Lodge,
RV Park
Bass Lantern

Restaurant
“All Newly Remodeled!”

903 878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments
and Outdoor Events

* Beautiful Lake View

* Modern Store

* Full Tackle

* Bait

Paved Parkmg Lot & Drlve

* Gas at the pump & On
the water at the pier

* Dump Station
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking

* Fish Cleaning
Station

* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites

*RV & Tent
Camping

* Satellite TV
* Wi-Fi
Now Available

Outside Pavilion Great For
Tournaments, Family Reunions,
Social Gatherings

Paved Parking Room Fronts

We Now Fill Propane Bottles
email: MinnowOne@aol.com

web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

Invasive

Zebra Mussels

“Passive downstream spread is a concern any time
we have an infested reservoir, but boats can move
adult mussels to a lake much quicker,” said Monica
McGarrity, TPWD aquatic invasive species team lead.

Lake Austin is a 1,589-acre reservoir on the lower
Colorado River. The lake is formed by Tom Miller
Dam, which is owned by the city of Austin and op-
erated by the Lower Colorado River Authority. The
lake 1s used for hydroelectric generation and water
supply, and is a popular recreation destination. With
seven boat ramps and a high level of recreational use
by boaters that travel to infested lakes, Lake Aus-
tin - like other Highland lakes--has long been identi-
fied as having a high risk of zebra mussel invasion.

“Both Lake Austin and Lake Travis have a lot of boat-
ing traffic and a lot of use,” said Brian Van Zee, Inland
Fisheries regional director. “We really need all boaters
to be diligent in their ‘clean, drain and dry’ efforts before
leaving a lake. All boaters need to remove their drain
plugs and be sure to pump as much water out of the
ballast tanks, livewells and bilges as possible because
zebra mussel larvae can survive in very little water.”

In Texas, it is unlawful to possess or transport zebra
mussels, dead or alive. Boaters are required to drain all
water from their boat and onboard receptacles before
leaving or approaching a body of fresh water in order
to prevent the transfer of zebra mussels. The require-
ment to drain applies to all types and sizes of boats
whether powered or not: fishing boats, wakeboard-
ing and ski boats, personal watercraft, sailboats, kay-
aks, canoes or any other vessel used on public waters.

Although it is not yet known whether Lake Austin has
anestablished, reproducing population of zebramussels,
TPWD biologists will be working with LCRA and the
City of Austin to continue and expand monitoring efforts
and install signage at boat ramps to remind boaters of the
importance of cleaning, draining and drying their boats.

“We want folks to be aware of zebra mussels in
Lake Austin and to let us know if they’re find-
ing them in other areas of the lake,” McGarrity
said. “As we continue to monitor the population
that location information will be very helpful.”

Users of downstream Lady Bird Lake should also take
care to clean, drain and dry kayaks, stand up paddle-
boards, and any other equipment that comes into contact
withthelakebefore puttingthemintoanother waterbody.

Since zebra mussels were first found in Texas in
2009, 11 lakes in five river basins have been infest-
ed, meaning they have an established, reproducing
population - Belton, Bridgeport, Canyon, Dean Gil-
bert (a 45-acre Community Fishing Lake in Sher-
man), Eagle Mountain, Lewisville, Randell, Ray
Roberts, Stillhouse Hollow, Texoma and Travis.

Zebra mussel-positive lakes - meaning zebra mussels
or their larvae have been detected on more than one
occasion - include Lavon, Livingston, Waco, Worth,
Fishing Hole Lake (a small lake connected to the Trin-
ity River below Lake Lewisville), and now Austin.

More information about zebra mussels can be
found online at tpwd.texas.gov/ZebraMussels.



september

The risherman‘s Cuide. News You Can Use*

Lage 1» A

TPWD Receives Quality Deer Management’s

2017

The Quality Deer
Management Asso-
ciation (QDMA) has
named the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Depart-
ment as the recipient
of its 2017 Agency of
the Year Award. The
award was presented
at QDMA’s 2017 Na-
tional Convention in
New Orleans, Louisi-
ana, in recognition of
the agency’s commit-
ment to a strong deer
management program.

“The white-tailed deer
is a charismatic symbol
that has come to repre-
sent the importance of
wildlife  conservation
in Texas,” said QDMA
founder Joe Hamilton.
“The Texas Parks and
Wildlife  Department
understands deer hunt-
ing 1s an essential and

Agency

of

longstanding contribu-
tor to the state’s culture,
economy, and motivator
for land stewardship.”

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department’s
signature deer manage-
ment program has been
so successful that its 80
wildlife biologists work
with over 10,000 prop-
erties on 25 million
acres, including nearly
200 wildlife Coopera-
tives actively receiving
deer harvest and man-
agement recommenda-
tions. Texas is one of
only a few states with
a wildlife Cooperative
program that includes
a dedicated Coopera-
tive staff member and
incentives  for  par-
ticipating landowners.

“Successful manage-
ment of white-tailed

the

Year

Award

deer is dependent on
a strong partnership
with hunters and land-
owners,” said Kip Ad-
ams, “QDMA’s Direc-
tor of Education and
Outreach. TPWD’s
engagement of hunt-
ers has been a catalyst
to spark that partner-
ship for wildlife and
habitat conservation.”

Additionally, accord-
ing to data compiled by
QDMA for its annual
Whitetail Report, Tex-
as has one of the best
buck age structures in
the whitetail’s range.
During the 2015-2016
deer season, only 23
percent of bucks har-
vested by hunters were
1.5 years old while
59 percent were 3.5
years old or older.

1 More Storage
534 CR 1987
Yantis, TX 75497

12 X 30
e $25/Week
e $100/Month
e $1,000/Year

o 24/7 Access

o Lighting and Electricity

« Conveniently located across from Fiddlers Green
o 1/4 Mile to Boat Ramp

Holt Markum
(817) 614-7481

Tyler21.49@hotmail.com

COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

75497

845 CR 1987
Yantis, TX 75497 ‘ 4
1870 ——— E‘
YANTIS, TX. g
Lima Camey " - E
A =& Quitman s :';Ip;é;rlms; I

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
= |LAKE FORK
1845 CR 1987 §

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP

Make Your Reservations Today
Bait & Tackle Shop ¢ Live Bait ¢ Fishing Pier

Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps

Boat Storage * Camping

E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website
WWW.hideawa‘i'harbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(87

) 383-5203
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“We had been trying to catch a BIG FISH here at
Lake Fork since 2008. But never imagined that we
would catch a Catfish this giant with a regular fish-
ing hook and a minnow as bait. Only part of his body
fit in our fishing net, but we managed to get it in our

“The rishermanmn’s Cuide., News You Can Use*
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Matt Reames was fishing Lake Fork w1th
guide Whitt Smith on 8/4/17 when he caught
this hawg weighing 8-1bs. 9-o0zs. fishing in 18”

boat. He was so heavy and fighting us while taking
pictures, that we found it impossible to weigh and
measure it. That really made my wife, Martha Gar-

Marshall Higgenbotham caught this nice Lake
Fork hawg while doing some August night fish-
ing with guide Randy Oldfield. C.P.R. (Cour-

of water. C.P.R. (Photo Courtesy Whitt Smith
Guide Service)

cia’s day, because she was the one that caught it.”

L@NE STAR:
(0 IﬂIEEfWASH

Py auﬁ €
wasﬁi&arwhrleﬁ%ﬁgﬁlﬁﬁ' S
{  Welcome toryou! = 'gj‘f

RV & Matnrhnme Detallmg
Auto Detailing ~Boat & Watercraft
Spot Free Power'Wash
Scratch & Swirl Removal
Fiber Glass Restoration
'5:15?:—‘:';#* o € ?F???’E?..-*L-rn‘?"’? £

Exterior Home Power Wash
Fence Power Wash ~ Gutter Cleaning

CALL TODAY

tesy Photo Randy Oldfield Guide Service)

Practice C.PR. Fish Friendly

- BLUEWATERLED

Authorized Installer & Distributor
LIFE TIME WARRANTY

Let me install your bow
lights today!
Red & Green Bow Lights
Authorized
Dealer

~~~~~

On The Lake Instructions With All Electronics
8 ~20” BLUEWATERLED Lights

With On/Off Dimmer Switch
Parts & Labor Included

All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint
Also Available for Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Motor

Homes, Fishing Docks, Patios
Lake Fork Boat Accessories

LED Lighting & Installation Specialist
All Types Electronics * Trolling Motors

Bill Macon 205-441-5399

lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com
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Biologists Seek Assistance From Anglers in Tracking American Eel in Texas Waterways

Every now and then, anglers fishing Tex-
as waterways may reel in something unex-
pected: the slimy, secretive American Eel.

“[The American Eel] is just such a unique
species that you don’t see that often, and so
when you catch one or you see one, you re-
member it,” said Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment (TPWD) aquatic biologist Stephen
Curtis. “It’s going to leave an impression.”

The American eel is found in rivers through-
out the eastern half of the United States, but
there are still many unanswered questions
about the species, especially in rivers that
flow to the Gulf of Mexico. TPWD biologists
are currently collecting data to better under-
stand this unique species, and they are ask-
ing anglers to help in the effort by submit-
ting pictures and information about eels they
have caught or observed in Texas waterways.

“In order for us to better manage and con-
serve this species in Texas, we need to
have a better understanding of its distri-
bution, abundance and life cycle,” Cur-
tis said. “We definitely need more data.”

The life cycle of the American Eel is mark-
edly unique. These slippery snake-like fish
spawn in the warm waters of the Sargasso Sea,
an area of the Atlantic Ocean near Bermuda.
The young eels, referred to as leptocephalus
larvae, are paper-thin, leaf-like and transpar-
ent. Over the next year, they drift on ocean
currents to the Gulf of Mexico and east coast
of the U.S., where they make their way into
estuaries and begin their migration up riv-
ers. Most eels mature in rivers, and may re-
main inland for over 20 years before they
return to the Sargasso Sea to spawn and die.

TPWD biologists urge anyone who catches
or observes American Eel in Texas waterways
to report their sighting by taking a photo of
the eel, recording the location, and contact-
ing the River Studies Program at (512) 745-
6844. Anglers can also donate their eel for re-
search by freezing it and contacting the River
Studies Program for delivery instructions.
In some areas of Texas, American Eel “loo-
kalikes” occur. American Eel can be distin-
guished from other eels, such as Snapper Eel
and Shrimp Eel, by their distinctive underbite
and the presence of a tail-fin. Another crea-
ture commonly mistaken for American Eel is
the Lesser Siren, an aquatic salamander that
can be distinguished by the tiny legs present
behind its head. If someone is unsure wheth-
er they have captured an American Eel, Cur-
tis encourages them to go ahead and report it.

Each American Eel donated to
TPWD  will provide scientists  with
a wealth of information, Curtis said.

“We plan to use the American Eel specimens

for genetic testing in order to see if the popu-
lation we have within Texas is different from
the population we have along the Atlantic
coast,” he said. “We also are going to be look-
ing for parasites within the eel and extracting
their otoliths, a small structure in their inner

ear that we can use to age them and determine
at what point the eel entered fresh water.”

Curtis said the photos, location data, and other
input will be a valuable addition to the project,
and will help TPWD better understand, manage,
and conserve American Eel in Texas waterways.

1 8th Birthday o Septemberst Since 1999 it has

been our ereat pleasure promoting Lake Fork

1st Place $1,040.00
2nd Place $780.00
3rd Place $520.00
4th Place $260.00

5th thru 10th Place $100.00

1. Entry fee is $40.00 - late entry is $45.00.

2. Early entries must be postmarked by Sept. 30, 2017.

3. All entry fees must be paid before 6 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 7, 2017.
4. Check in time: Friday, Oct. 6, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. and
Saturday,Oct. 7, 5 a.m. to 6 a.m. at Oakridge Marina.

5. To qualify, contestants must check in at

tournament headquarters before fishing.

6. Fishing hours will be 6:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (official clock
at sign-in station). NO FISHING from midnight till start time.
7. Fishing will be done on Lake Fork only (trailering allowed).
8. Contestants must fish from a boat. No

bank fishing or leaving the boat to land a fish.

9. Life jackets must be worn any time their outboard motor is running.
10. All state, federal, and local laws must be obeyed or contestant and
fish may be disqualified. No slot fish may be brought to weigh-in.
11. No one may have more than five (5) fish in their pos-
session at any time. Only one (1) may be 24” or greater.

12. Largemouth bass 12” to 16” or 24” or greater in length may
be weighed. No fish under 12 or between 16 and 24” will

be weighed (or state law limits at the time of the tournament).
13. All fish must be caught on artificial bait by casting.

(No trolling with gas engine). Pork trailer may be used.

14. Weigh-in starts at 3:00 p.m. (official clock at sign-

in). You must be in the weigh-in line by 3:30 p.m.

15. All fish must be brought to the scales in weigh-in bags.

16. No iced or frozen fish will be weighed. Ice

may be added ONLY to aid in survival of fish.

17. Each contestant will be responsible for weigh-

ing his or her own fish. (No pooling of fish).

18. Dead fish at weigh-in will be penalized 1/2 (.5) pound. All fish
weighed in become the property of Texas Trails Bassmasters and will
be released (with the exception of trophy or dead fish).

Texas Traile Bassmasters of Lake Fork
e 36th Semi-Annual Open Tournament e
October 7,2017 * Lake Fork, Texas

Oak Ridge Marina * 2919 W. St. Hwy. 154
Guaranteed Pay-Out Based on 100 Entries
Drawings will be held after weigh-in for door prizes

Additional Information
For more information or for information on joining Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork visit our website

www.texastrailsbassmasters.com
Remove entry form below this line. Retain above portion for your records

903-878-2529

There will be a big bass pot ~ $10 per person entry
Big Bass will pay Three (3) places. (Based on 100 entries)

: M KR
gt

1st Place $500.00
2nd Place $300.00
3rd Place

19. In the event of a tie for any position, prize money

for that position and the following position will be com-

bined and evenly divided between the tying contestants.

20. Contestants may not have served as a compensated

guide on Lake Fork 30 days prior to this tournament.

21. Contestants may fished with a guide on Lake Fork

prior to the day before fishing this TTB tournament.

22. Use of ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES or CON-

TROLLED DRUGS are prohibited during tournament

hours. Prescription drug use should be declared at sign-in.

23. Anyone who has ever been disqualified for cheat-

ing or misconduct from any tournament is ineligible to fish.

24. Any contestant who violates any rule may be disqualified. Any
act of a competitor, verbal or physical, that reflects unfavorably upon
Texas Trails Bassmasters effort to promote fishing, conservation,
clean waters, courtesy or safety shall be reason for disqualifica-

B * tion from this and all future Texas Trails Bassmasters tournaments.
25. Parent or guardian must accom-

pany contestants under 18 years of age.

26. All protests must be registered in writing with the tourna-
ment judges within 15 minutes after designated weigh-in time.

All decisions of the tournament judges will be final in all

matters. Anyone protesting the outcome of an Open tourna-

ment will have to pay for any additional polygraph test given.

27. All boats must be 8 feet in length or longer. An aer-

ated live well is recommended to aid in fish survival for

live release. Anglers cannot leave boat to land a fish.

28. All contestants are responsible to have read these rules

and must agree to abide by them (by signing the entry form)

while competing in this Texas Trails Bassmasters event.

29. Contestants will be subject to polygraph test. Failure to take and/or

pass such a test will result in disqualification.
3

Entry Applieation
Entry fee of $40 must accompany mailed entry and must be postmarked on or before Sept. 30, 2017 to Texas Trails Bassmasters, 538 PR 5861,
Yantis, TX 75497, or you may pay $45 at tournament headquarters before starting time of tournament. $10 extra for Big Bass (optional). Print

clearly.
Name
Email
TTB USE ONLY

Address
City State Zip Entry #
Having read and understood the tournament rules, by my signature I agree to accept all decisions of the judges as
final. By my signature [ waive, release and hold harmless all members, officials and sponsors of any and all alleged EntryFee
liabilities to me and/or my equipment. .

Big Bass
Contestant Signature

. . . Cash.  Ck#

Minor’s release: Signed by Parent/Guardian
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“Walking the Frog”

By Andrew Grills

Some of my most memorable days on Lake
Fork have been those spent catching big bass
on frogs! Every angler loves a good frog
bite. The oftentimes ferocious strikes are
what make frog fishing so enjoyable. Day
in, day out, topwater frogs produce big bass.
Frog fishing comes with a price however. There is
no other technique in the world of bass fishing with
such a poor hook-up ratio. This can be frustrating,
especially when you can see how big the fish was
that attacked your frog. Sometimes you can do ev-

903-638-1170

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

erything right and still miss the bite, but there are
a few things you can do to increase your success.
First, it’s important to choose the right frog. There
are a lot of choices out there from many different
lure companies. There are a few that I really like,
and I’m sure there are some great ones that [ haven’t
tried. Some companies offer a traditional style
frog, as well as a “popping” style frog. Both styles
have their place in my box. I tend to use the tradi-
tional frog more in the heaviest cover and matted
vegetation. Sometimes a popping style will work
better in areas where the cover is a little less dense.
The first thing you need to do when choosing a
frog is feel the plastic. I like to press down on the
back of the frog, right in front of the hook points.
This tells me how much force will be needed to
set the hook. Because they are so weedless and
effective in heavy cover, they can also prevent
fish from getting hooked. Therefore, I prefer
frogs with a really soft body. Also, I always take
my pliers and slightly bend the hook points out,
just a few degrees. This will have little if any ef-
fect on how weedless the frog is, but I believe it
makes a big difference in hook-up percentage.
I wish color selection was more simple. Lure
companies offer such a wide variety of color op-
tions that it can be overwhelming. Personally, I
believe having a few basic color variations is best.
I like black, white, and brown or green. Keep in

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

mind the frog is silhouetted beneath a brighter sky
and all the fish see is the bottom portion of the lure.
In my opinion, the retrieve is the most impor-
tant aspect of being successful. I like to “walk the
frog”. This is the rhythmic left/right movement
often referred to as “walking the dog” that is most
commonly used with Zara Spook type topwaters.
Most hollow bodied frogs aren’t designed to do
this, but with some practice it can be done rather
easily. An angler who can walk the frog can go
behind other frog fishermen and clean house!
The first thing I do when I remove a new frog
from the packaging, is trim one leg of the skirt
material about a half inch shorter than the other.
This will change the balance of the frog and is
essential in getting that side to side movement. I
work the frog with my rod tip pointed down and
employ a steady rhythm, twitching my wrist as
I reel very slowly with the other hand. I leave a
good bit of slack in the line as this allows the frog
to move freely each direction. In a nutshell, you’re
retrieving the frog extremely slow while keeping
a constant side to side motion. This looks like a
meal that’s easy to catch because it isn’t covering
much water, but at the same time the fish can’t
get too good of a look at it because it is moving
constantly. It’s a retrieve that a lot of folks have
trouble with, but it’s definitely worth mastering.
(See Walking the Frog....Continued on 21-A)

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT

OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Ground Round

903-342-0300

308 E Coke Rd  Winnsboro, TX

At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless
Pork Chops

Custom Smoking For The Holidays

Deer Processing (Seasonal) — =
Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and Boneless Deli Meats
Smoked Sausage ¢ E.E. Wilson Syrup * Honey ¢ Ribbon Chicken
Cane * Sorgham * Moonshine Syrup & Cheese
Breast

) Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed Monday
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Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan

Your Trips To Lake Fork With

Sunrise Lodge at Lake Fork donated $500 to Dick Goetz chairman of Texas
‘Wounded Warrior Foundation. Sunrise Lodge donates a portion of its proceeds to
Texas Wounded Warriors for the fine work they do supporting our Texas veterans.

Used - Refurbished - Custom

Golf Carts

214-673-1313 (cell)
903-878-2742

Friday-Sunday
Lake Fork

One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge
(across from Trophy Lodge)

** call anytime **

If you would like
B il
FISERRIMAN'S
CUIDE, MEWS"

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $30,
Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

Indoor Gun Range
4387 FM 515
Emory, Texas 75440
903.473.3780

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

OUTDOOR SOLUTIONS
LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
MOWING EDGING
TRIMMING INSURED

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

903-335-1979

www.theshootingstore.com

Gun Smithing Firearms

Reloading Supplies

LTC Classes

Ammunition
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Summer iS Winding dOWIl (Continued from Page 6-4)

The next strategy will be focusing on suspended
fish that set up just off the side of the same struc-
tures. Use your electronics to locate these hover-
ing green monsters, pitch out a marker buoy once
you locate a group of fish, then tie on a Talon Big
Daddy Lake Fork flutter spoon and go to work.
Cast back toward the buoy and count the spoon
down until you hit the desired depth. Twitch the
spoon and let it flutter down to draw the strike.
Depending on the depth the fish are holding,
a crankbait will work equally as well. I would

choose the Strike King 6XD or the 8XD. Both are
deadly and can be fished on 151b line on a cranking
rod. Also, submerged trees will hold the lion share
of bass. Throw the crankbaits around these trees
and work the bait through the limbs. You may lose
a few lures the rewards can pay off handsomely.

If you are headed out to Lake Fork in September
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love
to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few
dates open in September and some open dates in
October. I also have gift certificates available if

David Ozio

Adam Boysdon with

Derek Baker with
David Ozio

you have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt
of landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 409
782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet2lc@aol.com.
You can follow me on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. I post
my daily trip results on this page. I run a Skee-
ter FX with a Yamaha 250SHO and I would also
like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon Custom
Lures for making my job the blast that it is. I hope
to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13.
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord

shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” pavid Ozio

Help Us To Be The Best....

Plan Your
Trips To Lake Fork With
“The Fisherman’s Guide News”

C.PR.

Catch * Photo

Release

4-.,! "

& Groceries

SANDWICHES
BAIT » TACKLE

Burgers « Chicken « Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches

Large Tackle Selection « Fishing & Hunting License
ATM Open 7 Days A Week « 5:30 AM to 9 PM

Robert Whitt Jr. with

Practice

Travis Murray with
David Ozio

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

A.J.’s Fish House

903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17
“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

ALL YDU CAN EAT BUFFET
southern Iried Catfish
“°With All The Fixin’s*
> Fried Shrimp ¢ Boiled Shrimp
Chicken Tenders - Hush Duppies & Fries
Dessert Included « Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome ¢ Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Banquet Room ¢ Seating For 400 ~ No Wait ¢
Plenty of Parking « CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

“CATERING NOW KIS E IS
AVAILABLE?!"” www.ajsfishhouse.com

For Banquet or Catering
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“Walkillg the Frog” (Continued from Page 18-A)

I always use braided
line with frogs. Being
a topwater technique
the noise and visibil-
ity of braid are not is-
sues. Also, line stretch
is  eliminated with
braid, so your hook-ups
will vastly improve.
50lb test Power Pro
is a good choice. I of-
ten use 65lb, however
501b will give the frog
a little more move-
ment if you’re hav-
ing trouble walking it.

I really like a heavy
rod with a slightly
softer tip for this tech-
nique. You need a rod
with a lot of backbone
to get a hard hookset.
However, a rod with a
tip that’s too stift will
make the frog difficult
to cast and walk. I think
the G. Loomis 854 is
an excellent choice.
It’s not so long that
it’s smacking the wa-
ter when I'm retriev-
ing, and it has the right
balance in my opinion.
You want a strong rod,
but you don’t need a
flipping stick when you
have braided line. I use
a high speed Shimano
Curado for my reel.
Taking up slack quick-
ly is very important
with this technique.

Finally, I try to force
myself to delay the
hook set. Waiting just a
second longer than you
feel like you should
will greatly increase
your hook-ups. I often

Practice Safe
Boating

Fish Friendly
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INDEPENDENT FREE
PRESS ASSOCIATION
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find that bass will hold
the frog a long time if
you don’t jerk. Pausing
amoment will allow the
fish to get the frog down
in it’s mouth deeper. If
still miss the fish, I find
it’s very rare for me to
get that same fish to
make another attempt
at a frog. However, if [
have a weightless fluke
or senko handy, I toss it

exactly where I missed
the fish. This is the only
way I’ve found to sal-
vage missed frog bites.

Hopefully this infor-
mation will help you
have more big catches
and less missed oppor-
tunities. If you’re plan-
ning a fishing trip to
Lake Fork, feel free to
contact me, I’d love to
help in any way I can.
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Bassin' With Bubba Guide Services
903-360-6994 www.bassinwithbubba.com
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and forward.

APPLE
BLUEBERRY
CURRANT
GRAPE
GRAPEFRUIT
GUAVA
HONEYDEW
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Fruit Find
There are 14 fruits hidden throughout the scrambled

puzzle below. See how many you can find and circle.
The words go horizontally and vertically, backward

KIWI
LEMON
MANGO

ORANGE
PAPAYA
PEAR
PINEAPPLE
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina,
R.V. Park and
Professional

Guide Service

Lociiféd on Beautlﬁii Lake Fork’s Little Mustang
Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas

Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat
Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI
* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning
* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548 Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Since
1986

(i

CAPS*SHIRTS*ETC
972-288-6954%1-800-373-9896

Production Screen Printing & Embroidery
For Tournaments, Bass Clubs,

Guide Service, Special Functions,
Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers,
Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com
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Diamond Sports Marine
43910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake For
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge
903-383-7829

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Tex'
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!
Yamaha Technician In House

Www.diamondsportsmarine.com
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Grahame
Texas

Grahame Jones, a 24-
year law enforcement
veteran, has been se-
lected as director of the
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department Law
Enforcement Division.
He will pin on his col-
onel’s badge Sept. 1.

Jones, previously
Chief of Special Op-
erations, succeeds
Col. Craig Hunter,
who retires at the
end of this month.

“Grahame’s career
in law enforcement as
a State Game Warden
with the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Depart-
ment is a distinguished
one,” said TPWD Ex-
ecutive Director Cart-
er Smith. “He is a con-
summate professional,
a visionary leader,
supremely dedicated

Game

Jones

to TPWD’s mission,
work, and people,
and a respected leader
among state and fed-
eral law enforcement
agencies, private land-
owner groups, and fish
and wildlife conserva-
tion partners. I have
no doubt that Grahame
will make a signifi-
cant positive impact
leading the critical
conservation law en-
forcement work of our
game wardens and our
agency across Texas.”

As TPWD Law En-
forcement Division di-
rector, Col. Jones will
oversee a force of 551
highly trained state
game wardens that
provides law enforce-

ment “off the pave-
ment” across Texas,
and 128 dedicated

Named
Warden

New
Colonel

non-commissioned
support staff. Though
state game wardens
focus primarily on
conservation laws,
they are fully com-
missioned peace offi-
cers authorized to en-
force all state statutes.
During Jones’ career
with TPWD, he has
served as a field game
warden in East Texas,
a Sergeant Investiga-
tor in Environmental
Crimes, a Captain and
Major in Internal Af-
fairs, and the Chief of
Special  Operations.

Jones grew up in
Houston, fishing the
Galveston Bay com-
plex and hunting
ducks and geese on
the Katy prairie. He
has been actively in-

(Continued on Next Page)

Reliable Ru uﬁng & Construction

_ Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

[ 1. Box
Winashoro, Texas 754494

Free Estimates

Notdob Too Small
A06

Wedo
» Shingle
Roofs
« Metal
Rools
And

PH: 903-945-E196

Tell Free- 888-799-8700

« Exterior
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volved with conser-
vation efforts through
the Coastal Conser-
vation Association
(CCA) and served on
the CCA State Board
prior to going to work
for TPWD. Jones re-
ceived a Bachelor of
Science from Stephen
F. Austin State Univer-
sity and attended the
National FBI Acad-
emy in Quantico, VA.
Jones and his wife,
Julie, have two daugh-
ters, Gabbie and Jali.

“The way we protect
our natural resources,
the way we provide
water safety and pub-
lic safety, and the way
we respond to disas-
ters has evolved over
the last 120 years,”
Jones offered. “On the
other hand, the dedi-
cation, passion, and
commitment exempli-

fied by Texas Game
Wardens and non-
commissioned staff in
protecting our natural
resources and in serv-
ing our fellow Texans
has remained a con-
stant. That long-stand-
ing legacy of duty is
something all Texans
can all be proud of.”

Col. Hunter retires
with 40-plus years of
law enforcement ser-
vice. “He has been
a devoted and tire-
less leader within the
department, as well
as the state’s law en-
forcement communi-
ty as a whole. As the
TPWD Colonel, Craig
has expertly led our
game wardens through
some of the most chal-
lenging situations and
times confronting the
Texas outdoors. From
responding to mas-

sive floods and fires to
breaking up sophisti-
cated commercial fish
and wildlife poach-
ing rings to enhanc-
ing our law enforce-
ment presence along
the state’s borders and
waterways, Colonel
Hunter has left a big
footprint across Tex-
as’ lands and waters.

“Through his selfless
service and dedica-
tion to protecting the
natural resources and
people of Texas, he
has earned the respect
of landowners, out-
door enthusiasts, law-
men, and local leaders
in every corner of our
home ground. We all
wish him the best of
luck as he transitions
to his new life of re-
tirement and leisure,
ie.
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=" EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
. DROP OFF & Pick UP

REPAIR WORK AT
LAKE FORK

MARINA

COME IN & CHECK OUR Low PRICES!
I WILL BE TAKING SOLDIERS
FISHING! ANY QUESTIONS CALL ME!

903-850-7131

(903) 850-7131

REASONABLE RATES
QUALITY SERVICE
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day,” said Smith. “If
you need to find him,
check Colorado Bend
State Park when the
white bass are run-
ning, Uvalde on the
opening day of dove
season, and Lampasas
when deer and turkey
seasons kick off!”

Practice Safe
Boating

Kommander-Pro Series
Kubota-Exclushe Hydo-Gear® AT-3600™ Transmission

electing where [
to hunt and fish each
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TRACTOR, LLC.

FPrfftsbhbeaerr<y
TRACTOR, INC.
Serving Northeast Texas Since 1925

—— Starting At ————
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0y ul{i demo yours today!

903-765-2726
US Hwy. 69N.
Alba, Texas

903-856-6548
1893 US 271
Pittsburg, Texas

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area
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15 Places Paid
ach Hour

HOURLY CASH PAYOUTS,
TRITON BASS BOATS
POWERED BY MERCURY,
RAM TRUCKS AND MORE!

" LAKE FORK, TEXAS

LAKE FORK MARINA & MOTEL; ALBA, TX
SEPTEMBER 15-16-17, 2017
Pracon

sours  MERCURY “For More Information and to Register TODAY”
A e

SEALYOUTDOORS.COM OR 888.698.2591 Like Us On n

: E REGISTER ONLINE OR AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
a— LOWRANCE  Sept05-Tues  Academy -Arlington TX 1100 W Arbrook Bivd 817.375.3210  12Pm- 1PM
Sept05-Tues  Academy - Mesquite, TX 3677 W. Emporium Circle  972.682.3450  6PM-7PM

- Sept06-Wed  Academy - Tyler, TX 8668 South Broadway 903.266.3100  12rm-1PM

sms g6 %’M. s Sept06-Wed  Academy - Longview, TX 445 Forest Square Street ~ 903.757.1300  6PM- 7PM
M Sept 14 - Thurs  Lake Fork Marina - Alba, TX 275CR 1558 903.765.2764  10AMm - 8PM
: Sept 15-16-17  Lake Fork Marina - Alba, TX 275CR 1558 903.765.2764  5am- 6am




