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SARTIN MARINE ~Since 1984 ~  ~Since 1984 ~

CERTIFIED  MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES & MODELS

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE 
* PARTS & ACCESSORIES

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR:
LOWRANCE * HUMMINGBIRD

MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 West
8 Miles South of Sulphur 

Springs off Hwy. 154

903-383-7726
Toll Free

866-920-8331

OPEN: TUES. - SAT.

Call Billy For a Test Ride

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2017 Legend, Bullet, 

Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Sales * Service Installation
With Power-Pole you can stop 
your boat swiftly and silently 
with the touch of a button and 
keep your boat securely in 
place, even in heavy wind and 
current.

AUTHORIZED 
DEALER
Sales &

Installation
Getting In & Out of 

your boat
made EASY!!!

Easy Step System

21XRSV-21
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Open
Fridays &
Saturdays

4:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Bassin’ With Bubba

By Don Bubba Hampton

  February kicks off big bass time on Lake Fork.  When day-
light starts getting longer and the moon gets close to full, big 
females who live in deep water most of their lives will start 
moving to shallow water hangouts.  They are hungry and will 
be feeding on anything that gets in their way.  Once they famil-
iarize themselves with their new shallow water environment 
and set up in their core area, they will be more difficult to catch.  
Remember, anytime older age class bass move into shallow 
water, it is easier to catch them than when they are in their 
deeper water sanctuary.  You always hear that small male bass 
are the first group to move into shallows to start their spawning 
ritual; that they are the first to start building nest sites, but the 

big females have moved weeks before to set up house around 
these spawning sites.  Longer days trigger older age class bass 
to move to these shallow water hangouts. 
  Water temperature reaching that magic sixty to sixty-five de-
grees and full moon will put big ‘uns on the spawn flats look-
ing for the perfect nesting site and partner.  Water temperature 
plays a key role in which creeks or areas of the lake will have 
the hottest action.  Look for areas protected from prevailing 
winds, northwest facing banks, protective coves and turbid 
water as these are generally the first areas to warm up. Be 
mobile.  Water temperature can and will change daily.  Find 
the creeks or coves that are a few degrees warmer than the 
surrounding area and you are in business.  Don’t overlook 
Fork’s many underwater ponds or small lakes at the back end 
of creeks and coves.  These ponds are marked on Lake Fork 
maps and are some of the top staging areas for Fork’s big ones.
  Cover a lot of water to locate these big females.  Big spinner 
baits in red, chartreuse and white; lipless crank baits in reds, 
chartreuse and perch patterns are top producers. Once you lo-
cate a staging area, slow down and fish the area thoroughly 
with black jig, craw, Texas-rigged and Carolina-rigged lizards 
in watermelon, chartreuse and black/ blue.  Soft & hard jerk 
baits in reds, perch patterns are some top colors and lure selec-
tions. 
  Don’t get your heart broken.  February is not small lure or 
light action month.  Use large lures heavy, stout tackle and line 
class should be in the twenty pound plus range if you are after 
one of Fork’s dream bass.  Light tackle will catch big fish, but 
the odds will be in your favor with heavy tackle. 

  February brings the worst weather of the year with a cold 
front every four to five days.  Fishing will be good during con-
sistent weather patterns and awesome during and before cold 
fronts and poor right after a front passes.  Most bass will stay 
in and around their shallow water area even after front passes 
and water temperature drops.  Generally they move closer to 
deep water break lines near their core area and suspend on 
ledges or hang close to bottom.  When this happens, slow 
moving baits, jig, craw, Texas- rigged lizards are top produc-
ers.  Your best fishing days will be during warming trends and 
just before a front hits.
  
  Location, location, location is the main key to catching Fork’s 
early spring bass.  You need to start in upper ends of major 
creek arms:  Fork and Garrett creeks on the west end to Run-
ning, Coffee and Big Caney creeks on the east end. Start at 
the back end of major creeks and position your boat in or near 
creek channels. Find the secondary points, main points and 
spawning flats that have a channel, ditch, ledge or steep break 
line close by and you should hook up.
  If you are planning a trip to Lake Fork and need a guide, gen-
eral fishing information or an updated fishing report to make 
your Lake Fork fishing experience a good one, you can call 
me at 903-360-6994 (cell) or 903-383-7748 (land line) or you 
can email me at fishnews@lakefork.net. Bookings are avail-
able for spring and summer trips.   
  
  Bubba is sponsored by Legend Boats, Mercury Marine, Sar-
tin Marine, Lake Fork Trophy Lures, Gene Larew, Luck E 
Strike Lures, Bubbette and the Good Lord!

JR SIMPSON
903-850-3324

EMAIL:  jr.simpson@century21.com
Office: 800-254-7541 - Fax: 903-763-4487

www.c21lakecountryrealty.com
HIGH QUALITY, CUSTOM BUILT, build-
ers personal waterfront home  on Lake Fork 
has all the amenities you could ask for. From 
Foam insulation to Travertine tile, Gran-
ite Counters & Knotty Alder Cabinets. In-
ground pool with hot tub & waterfall plus a 
bonus room upstairs with an office. Home is 
on 2 lots with 1.3 acres plus leaseback, plenty 
of room for a peir and a boat house.Yantis  $594,000

UPDATED BRICK HOME This home has 
fresh paint everywhere, new carpet in bed-
rooms, vinyl in bathrooms, ceramic tile in 
kitchen and no more popcorn ceilings. This 
home is absolutely move in ready! Walking dis-
tance to Quitman schools and 15 minutes or 
less to World Famous Lake Fork. 2 car garage 
with new garage doors and a new opener, 2 stall 
carport and an 8x10 storage building.Quitman  $92,500

UNFINISHED LOFT CABIN ON 3+ 
ACRES  12 X 24 unfinished one room cabin 
with two loft beds and a large covered back 
porch. Water and electric are all in place, 
there is no septic system. 3.82 Acres with nice 
size pond, 10 x 12 storage building, a two stall 
carport and a chain link fenced back yard. Lo-
cated very close to World Famous Lake Fork. 
Call JR for more information today!Yantis  $59,900

HOME SITTING ON APPROX 19 ACRES Im-
maculate 3 bedroom and 1 1/2 bath home with a 
beautiful stocked pond right out your back door. 
12x24 attached carport with an attached work-
shop area, detached 42x21 insulated workshop 
with electric and has an 18x20 attached carport, 
plus a 15x20 tractor shed and horse barn. The 
property is fenced and cross fenced. The ducks & 
geese stay with property!Quitman  $277,500

Mineola $259,000

HOME NEAR LAKE HOLBROOK on a 
wooded corner lot, property is landscaped 
with beautiful ornamental trees & shrubs. 
This 4 bedroom, 2 bath home features an en-
closed screened porch, covered deck, and at-
tached garage plus a detached garage work-
shop, storage bldg & a fenced area for pets & 
kids. Plenty of room for your boat and RV! 
Property also has a water well for irrigation. Quitman $74,900

30x50 INSULATED METAL BUILDING 
completely heated and cooled. Workshop 
area with three nice offices and a half bath-
room. Secured fenced in area out back and 
a new septic system. Located just outside 
Quitman City Limits. Motivated Seller Says 
“Bring Your Best Offer”

Emory  $232,000

LOCATED IN EMORY INDUSTRIAL PARK 
Formerly a doctor’s office building, this custom 
built building features metal and stone con-
struction. Interior has a nice lobby or reception 
area, multiple rooms for offices, full kitchen 
and 2 bathrooms with a stall shower AND liv-
ing quarters upstairs. Building has a garage with 
receiving area and roll-up door. Call JR for de-
tailed information. Yantis  $135,000

2 LAKE FORK WATERFRONT LOTS,
together for 1 price! Perfect for a large home! 
Heavily wooded 200+ ft of road frontage and over 
300ft of Lake Fork waterfront. You could build 
your home back in the trees and have a gorgeous 
secluded and very private home site. Plenty of wa-
ter for a boat house and subdivision boat ramp 
too! OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! Moti-
vated seller says Bring your best offer!

LAKE FORK WATER FRONT & OFF-WATER LOTS FROM $12,000 TO $135,000
LAKE FORK AREA ACREAGE FROM $79,900 TO $139,900 

3,200 SQFT LAKE FORK RESTAURANT
IN YANTIS Reduced Price $183,900 OR LEASE FOR $1,250

Established restaurant has Lake Fork leaseback available to make this 
property waterfront on Lake Fork. 2.7 acres of deeded property and a 
3,200 sqft building with commercial septic system. Everything is includ-
ed that you need to keep the restaurant going or build your own business 
here. Seller says there are no known deed restrictions on property. Also 
available for lease, call for details.

REDUCED

RESTAURANT AND SPORTS BAR
IN YANTIS $249,900

Complete Restaurant Sports Bar with everything you need to get started! 
Shuffle board, dishes, refrigerators, fryers, tables, chairs, bar stools & 
dance floor with stage for the band. Security system & video surveillance! 
POS system in place. Neat, clean and ready for business quickly. Bring 
your best written offers! Owner Financing with 20% down & approved 
credit.

LIST YOUR PROPERTY WITH ME AND SEE IT HERE!
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Game Warden Field Notes

(See Game Warden .......Continued on Page 4-B)

We Will Float your Boat With "Big Savings"!
NOW IN THEIR 24TH YEAR OF BUSINESS STILL  OFFERING  "SERVICE" FIRST!

Service Marine on Lake Fork

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909 visit us online at:

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

"Be Ready For Big Fun On The Water!"

Nissan

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole 
you can stop your 
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 
touch of a button 
and keep your 
boat securely in 
place, even in 
heavy wind and 
current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Nissan

AUTHORIZED DEALER
Sales * Installation
Easy Step System

100% American Made by Texans
Getting In & Out of your boat

made EASY!!!

• CAPACITY RATING 400 lbs.

Buy One pair of eyeglasses
Get 2nd pair 1/2 OFF

Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas~$13 per inch 

Ducks ~ $250
 www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
   Schedule Feb. thru Apr.

 2017

607 S. Main • Quitman, TX., 903-763-5020
Daily Lunch Specials • Call In Orders Welcome

Open:  Mon.-Wed. 11 am - 8:30 pm 
Thurs. - Sat. 11 am - 9 pm ~ Sun. 11 am - 8 pm

903-342-0300
308 E. Coke Rd.    Winnsboro, TX

Martins FISHERMANS INN
2933 West SH 154

Quitman, TX 75783
903-878-2137

Family Owned & Operated
P.O. Box 653

www.lakeforkfishermansinn.com
CABIN RENTALS • RV PARK

Monte Coleman's
DISCOUNT BAIL 

BONDS
Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens
Right Across From Wood County Jail

Fast & Honest Service 

(903) 763-4844

24 hour Service Credit Terms Available

East Texas Optical, Inc.
2476 West Highway 154 • Quitman, TX.,

903-878-2451  or 800-442-8266

Open: Mon. ~ Fri. 9 A.M. - 6 P.M.
Saturday ~ 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.

April

February

Feb. 11 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Feb. 18 ~ Media Bass
Minnow Bucket

If you or your Bass Club have a 
tournament on Lake Fork, contact 

us at:  fishnews@lakefork.net or call
903-383-7748

March
Mar. 11 ~ JC Outdoors Teams

Minnow Bucket
Mar. 12 ~ JC Outdoors Solo

Minnow Bucket
Mar. 18 ~ Media Bass Teams

Minnow Bucket
Mar. 18 ~ Texas Trails Open

Oak Ridge Marina
Mar. 19 ~ Mega Bass
Lake Fork Marina

See Your Business
Promoted Here!!

Call Don
903-383-7748

The following items are compiled from recent Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department law enforcement re-
ports.
--Gone Fishin’--Acting on a trespassing complaint 
in Titus County, a game warden arrived on the scene 
to find an unoccupied vehicle parked along the prop-
erty’s fence line. About 15 minutes later, two men 
came walking toward the truck carrying fishing poles. 
One of the men already had an active arrest warrant 
for criminal trespass and both were arrested for tres-
passing. An additional charge of fishing without land-
owner consent was also filed.
--Be Right Back--A Bowie County game warden 
was patrolling near Spring Lake Park when he made 
contact with a fisherman who stated he left his fish-
ing license at home. A records check revealed that 
the man did not have a valid fishing license and as 
warden returned to his patrol vehicle to complete the 
citation the subject fled the scene. A short time later, 
a car pulled up and the fisherman got out of the front 
passenger seat. The warden noticed in plain view a 
package that was later confirmed to contain synthetic 
marijuana in the floor of the vehicle. A search of the 
vehicle revealed 13 packages of synthetic marijuana. 
The fisherman and the driver of the vehicle were both 
arrested for possession of synthetic marijuana and 
transported to the Bowie County Jail. The fisherman 
was also cited for fishing without a license. Cases 

pending.
--Easily Tracked--A Morris County game warden 
on patrol observed a truck in the middle of a pasture 
spotlighting the area, which he knew was off limits to 
hunting. Upon making contact with the two men in 
the vehicle, the warden noticed two dogs fitted with 
GPS tracking collars in the bed of the pickup and a 
handheld GPS unit on the dashboard next to a spot-
light. The men received citations for not having hunt-
ing licenses and were later arrested after the landown-
er filed criminal trespass charges.
--There’s No Tag for an Illegal Buck--Acting on 
information he received about an untagged and ille-
gal buck being taken, a game warden confronted the 
suspected violator who admitted to taking the illegal 
buck and not tagging it because he did not want to use 
his buck tag on the deer, which did not meet the min-
imum antler restrictions for the county. In addition to 
a citation for failing to tag the deer, the man was also 
cited for taking an illegal buck and failing to fill out 
the required license harvest log. The antlers were con-
fiscated and the venison donated to a local needy fam-
ily. Cases and restitution pending.
--Double Dipping Dove-- While patrolling Frio 
County for illegal dove hunting activity, a warden 
came upon several trucks parked near a fence line 
bordering a pasture and a group of hunters nearby. Af-
ter making contact and checking the group for com-

pliance, the warden noted all the hunters were close 
to their daily bag limits and asked if there were more 
doves flying in the morning or in the afternoon. The 
group proudly answered the morning was much bet-
ter and that they had gotten easy limits of birds in the 
morning. Realizing they had just admitted to what’s 
commonly called “double dipping,” taking a daily bag 
limit during a morning hunt and then another during 
an afternoon hunt, one of the men asked innocently, 
“Wait, is that allowed?” Charges were filed and 60 
birds were seized.
--Illegal Import--A Starr County game warden on pa-
trol at Falcon State Park observed a suspicious vehicle 
enter the park and advised park police that it could be 
a scout vehicle or a load vehicle used in smuggling 
undocumented immigrants or narcotics. The warden 
and park police set up surveillance on the vehicle and 
also called in aerostat radar to monitor the area for sus-
picious activity. Shortly, the warden was made aware 
a vessel crossing from Mexico had dropped three in-
dividuals on the park shore and they had entered the 
suspected vehicle. Constant surveillance was main-
tained on the vehicle as it departed the park and after 
obtaining probable cause, the warden initiated a traffic 
stop with assistance from park po-lice and U.S. Bor-
der Patrol agents. The driver and three undocumented 
immigrants were turned over to U.S. Border Patrol.

See Your Business
Promoted Here!!

Call Don
903-383-7748

Apr. 8  ~ JC Outdoors Ind.
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 9  ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 22  ~ Media Bass Teams
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 29 ~ Bass Champs North
Lake Fork Marina

If you’re having a tournament on 
Lake Fork contact Don 903-383-7748
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 3-B)

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

(See Game Warden .......Continued on Page 5-B)

903-383-7748
"Because every child deserves a chance to fish!"

"Wish To Fish
          Foundation"

Needs Your Help!!!
If you know a family that has a child that 
meets our criteria, just have them call us. 

We'll take over from there!
"Every child deserves a chance to fish!" Children diagnosed or who have experienced a life-threatening illness or ac-
cident sometimes do not have that opportunity. Now through the "Wish to Fish Foundation" they can have that day 
in the sun with their family. Any family with a child between the ages 3 to 18 years of age that has been diagnosed or 
treated for a life-threatening illness or accident is invited to come fish Lake Fork for any species of fish at NO COST! 
Lodging, meals, and fishing are provided for. This allows the family to spend quality time together fishing without wor-
ries or expenses. The outing includes one night lodging, meals, refreshments, snacks, all on a 26' Tritoon Pontoon, 
(accompanied with a 9-1-1 chase boat for any emergency that may occur. All bait and fishing equipment provided. If 
you are, or know of a family that meets the above criteria, contact us! Help us spread the word, we are here for the 
children!

For Scheduling or More Info Contact: Don Hampton, Founder & Program Director

Help Us Spread The Word!

visit our website: www.wishtofishfoundation.com

CLASSIFIEDS
$106 PER MO. BUYS 
LAND for  RV,   Mo-
bile  Home or House; 
Pool; Pier; Ramp; Gat-
ed Entry. $690 Down. 
903-878-7265.
GOLF CARTS FOR 
SALE: Several avail-
able – Carts To Go – 
214-673-1313.
HOUSE OR PET SIT-
TER: Don’t put that va-
cation or trip on hold be-
cause you have no one to 
stay with your pets or no 
one to watch your home. 
Return from your trip to 
everything just like you 
left it. Excellent refer-
ences upon request.Call : 

Monte Coleman's
DISCOUNT BAIL 

BONDS
Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens
Right Across From Wood County Jail

Fast & Honest Service 

(903) 763-4844

24 hour Service Credit Terms Available

512-762-8662.

--Caught with a Bad Catch-- Williamson County 
game wardens were checking fishing activities at the 
Granger Spillway when they came across three indi-
viduals loading fishing gear into a truck. Asked how 
the fishing was, one of the men said he had caught just 
two and showed them to the wardens. The wardens 
noticed a cast net and fishing line and hooks attached 
to two plastic bottles. It is illegal in Texas to use float-
ing “juglines,” fishing devices with line and hooks at-
tached or cast nets to catch game fish. The wardens 
also found a white plastic bag containing undersized 
crappie and white bass. One of the men admitted to 
catching the crappie and bass and the other two said 
they used the homemade fishing devices to catch the 
rest. All three subjects were cited for not having fish-
ing licenses, fishing by illegal means and methods and 
possession of undersized fish. Civil restitution cases 
were also filed.
--A Sobering Situation--The duties of a Texas game 
warden don’t always involve illegal acts in the field. 
While on patrol in Del Rio, a Val Verde County game 
warden took quick action after observing a vehicle 
driving on the wrong side of a busy four-lane divided 
highway. He was able to pull the vehicle over without 
incident and upon making contact it became imme-
diately apparent to the warden that the driver was ex-
tremely impaired. A state trooper arrived within min-
utes to assist and they were able to control traffic and 

safely move the vehicle off the highway. Due to the 
condition of the driver, they were unable to perform 
standard field sobriety tests. However, a breath sam-
ple using the trooper’s portable intoxilizer registered 
.209 BAC (blood alcohol content), more than twice 
the legal limit for driving while intoxicated. The driv-
er was arrested and transported to county jail.
--Two for One--A Pecos County game warden re-
ceived a call from a local ranch that had started their 
MLD (Managed Lands Deer) permit whitetail hunt-
ing. The ranch foreman stated that one of their hunt-
ers mistakenly harvested a mule deer and the hunter 
would not be leaving for a couple days. The warden 
made plans to head to the ranch first thing in the morn-
ing prepared to educate the hunter on wildlife identi-
fication and issue a citation for hunting mule deer in 
closed season. Before he could get to the ranch, the 
warden received another call from the foreman let-
ting him know a second hunter had come in late with 
another mule deer. Both hunters said they thought 
they killed whitetail deer, but were not sure when they 
took the shot. Both hunters were cited for hunting 
mule deer in closed season. (Restitution pending)
--In the Spotlight-- A Matagorda County game war-
den was on patrol in the College Port area when he 
observed a vehicle spot-lighting and the driver shoot 
from a public road. As the warden started to approach 
the vehicle, another truck appeared and dropped off 

an individual in the field where the shooter had fired. 
Both vehicles drove away; the warden called another 
warden for backup, followed the vehicles and was 
able to stop both. With the aid of thermal imaging 
the wardens located and apprehended the individual 
in the field. The onsite investigation revealed that the 
suspect had wounded a whitetail buck, but was unable 
to find the deer. Drug paraphernalia was discovered in 
the suspect’s vehicle, along with a spotlight, a .22 cali-
ber hornet rifle and a spent shell casing. Statements 
were taken and numerous citations are pending.
--Deked--Acting on tips about individuals routinely 
shooting feral hogs and deer from the roadway at 
night, Red River County wardens deployed a full 
body mount deer decoy with radio controlled head 
movements that simulate a live buck. Shortly after 
setting up the deke, a truck stopped and the driver ex-
ited the vehicle and fired one shot at the decoy with 
a pistol. The subject was arrested for hunting from a 
public roadway and discharging a firearm from a pub-
lic road. Other citations were issued related to alcohol. 
An investigation is ongoing regarding hunting deer in 
closed season and hunting deer at night.
--No Deke Required- A Bowie County game war-
den observed a vehicle moving slowly along a county 
road. A short time later the vehicle stopped in the mid-
dle of the roadway and the occupants began shooting 
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Charm dinner guests with this pan-seared steak 
with a sweet-and-sour condiment sauce. Serve 
with a simple garnish, like roasted new potatoes 
to put the perfect finishing touch on a winter get-
together.

French-Style Steak Adds Panache to Mid-Winter Gatherings

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued  from Page 4-B)By Sue Hampton

    The holidays are over but it’s still cold outside! For your next din-
ner gathering you want to be sure to serve a meal that will not only 
charm your guests’ palate, but also add warmth to a chilly winter 
evening.
  Try this intensely flavored pan-seared steak with a sweet-and-
sour condiment sauce. Delicious and easy-to-prepare, add only a 
simple garnish and this winter dish is sure to be a hit with friends 
and family alike at your next party!

Pan-Seared Steak With A 
Sweet-And-Sour Condi-
ment Sauce
(Serves 4)
  (This recipe makes more than 
enough sauce for four people. 
Refrigerate the remainder to 
serve with other meats.)
For the Red Wine Sauce…
1 tablespoon olive oil
2-1/2 pounds beef shank, 
boned and cut into large cubes
2 onions, cut into large cubes
3 carrots, peeled and cut into 
large cubes
2 garlic cloves, un-peeled
3 tomatoes, cored and quar-
tered
2 bottles (750 ml) each red 
wine
½ teaspoon fennel seeds
1 cup Veal Stock
Coarse seal salt & ¼ teaspoon 
finely ground pepper
For the Sour Cherry 
Sauce…
1-3/4 cups cherry vinegar
14 ounces fresh sour cherries, 
pitted
1-1/2 cups sour cherry nectar

1 tablespoon olive oil
1 onion, finely chopped
1 celery stalk, peeled and finely 
chopped
2 small shallots, fine-y chopped
1 – 1-1/2 pound shoulder or 
sirloin steak, 1-1/2 inches thick
Coarse sea salt
6 tablespoons unsalted butter
To Prepare The Red Wine 
Sauce
  Heat the oil in a large heavy-
bottomed saucepan over me-
dium-high heat. Add the beef 
shank and cook, stirring oc-
casionally, until browned, five 
to seven minutes. Stir in the 
onion, carrots and garlic and 
cook, without coloring, stirring 
occasionally, until the onions 
are translucent, three to four 
minutes. Stir in the tomatoes 
and cook until softened, two 
to three minutes. Add the wine 
and fennel, bring to a boil and 
reduce by half. Add the veal 
stock, salt to taste and the pep-
per, bring to a simmer, reduce 
the heat and simmer gently for 
1-1/2 hours. 

  Strain the sauce through a fine 
sieve into a medium sauce-
pan. Return to a simmer and 
cook until the sauce is thick 
and syrupy; you should have 
about 1-1/4 cups. Set aside.
To Prepare The Sour Cher-
ry Sauce
  Combine the vinegar, cher-
ries and sour cherry nectar in 
a blender and blend to a coarse 
puree, 30 seconds.
  Heat the olive oil in a me-
dium saucepan over medium 
heat. Add the onion, celery 
and shallots and cook, without 
coloring, stirring occasionally, 
until translucent, three to four 
minutes. Add the sour cherry 
puree, remove from the heat, 
and let stand for one hour to 
infuse.
  Bring the sour cherry sauce 
to a boil and reduce until very 
thick; you should have about 
1-1/4 cups. Stir the sour cherry 
sauce into the red wine sauce 
and set aside. 
To Cook The Steak
   Heat a large castiron or other 
heavy-bottomed skillet over 

medium heat until very hot. 
Season the steak with salt. 
Melt two tablespoons of the 
butter in the pan, add the steak 
and cook for six minutes. 
Add the remaining four table-
spoons butter to the pan, turn 
the steak over and cook, bast-
ing often with the butter until 
the steak is rare, about six more 
minutes. Transfer the steak to a 
wire rack set over a platter and 
let rest for 10 minutes.
  Pour off the fat from the pan 
and add two tablespoons wa-
ter to the pan to deglaze, scrap-
ping up the browned bits from 
the bottom. Strain the pan juic-
es into the sauce and reheat the 
sauce over medium heat. Pour 
into a sauceboat.
  To serve, thinly slice the steak 
against the grain. Arrange on 
four warmed plates and serve 
with the sauce on the side.

at a herd of feral hogs that were crossing the road. The 
warden made contact with the vehicle and the four 
occupants were found to be in possession of a .22 
caliber rifle and several alcoholic beverages. Multiple 
citations were issued for hunting from a public road-
way, driving under the influence of alcohol-minor, 
possession of an open container of alcohol in a mo-
tor vehicle and minor in possession of alcohol. (Cases 
pending)
--Legal Deer, Illegal Harvest-- A Titus County game 
warden received a photo on his cell phone from an 
informant showing a juvenile holding the head of a 
white-tailed deer he believed did not meet the coun-
ty’s antler restrictions. After enlarging the photo on 
a computer, the warden determined the deer to be a 
legal spike buck having at least one unbranched ant-
ler, but the informant had also indicated the juvenile 
was acting like he did something wrong. The warden 
identified the juvenile in the photo and made contact 
with him and his guardian. After interviewing the ju-
venile, it was discovered that three juvenile males and 
an 18-year-old male shot the deer off the road at night 
prior to the opening of deer season. The deer was shot 
with a bow and two .22 caliber rifles. The entire deer, 
except for the head, was then dumped deep in the 
woods on a private ranch. Citations were issued on 
a variety of violations including: hunting deer from 
a public road, hunting deer with the aid of artificial 
light, waste of game and no hunter education certifi-

cation. (Cases and civil restitution pending)
--Early Start, Bad Call--On Oct. 28, a Shelby Coun-
ty game warden was on patrol when he received a tip 
about a whitetailed buck being cleaned at a nearby 
hunting camp. The warden arrived at the camp and 
found an 8-point buck that had been harvested that 
afternoon. The hunters claimed they had to track the 
buck for some time, which was their reasoning for 
cleaning it so late. Upon further investigation, the 
warden discovered that at the direction of his father 
who was occupying the same hunting stand, a juve-
nile had shot the buck with a rifle. The father con-
fessed to telling his kid to shoot the buck a day before 
the youth-only weekend season. (Charges and restitu-
tion pending)
--Showing off His Trophy--A week prior to open-
ing day of deer season, an Angelina County warden 
received information that a Huntington man shot an 
8-point buck from his back porch while the deer fed 
at a feeder. The warden showed up at the suspect’s 
residence, found evidence a deer had been shot under 
a feeder and during a search of the property for evi-
dence, located a fresh deer carcass with the antlers re-
moved. An ice chest with the quartered venison was 
also found. The suspect drove up shortly and after 
making contact, the warden discovered a set of deer 
antlers in the bed of his vehicle. The subject was is-
sued a citation for hunting deer during closed season. 
(Case and civil restitution pending)
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    “Bassin’ With 
Bubba Guide

Services”
Individual * Group 

Corporate 
Instructional 

& Beginner Trips 
Welcome 

NOW BOOKING!!!
For The Spawn

and Summer Trips On
LAKE FORK

903-383-7748
903-360-6994

fishnews@lakefork.net

Now Accepting Reservations For
Commercial & Vendor Spaces

For May 18, 19, 20, 21, 2017 At The
13th Annual

LEGEND

OF lAKE fORK
Big bASS tOURNAMENT

May 19, 20, 21, 2017
Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake 
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise & 

promote your products, merchandise, or company! 
Call Today: 903-383-7748  Email: fishnews@lakefork.net 
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Charm dinner guests with this pan-seared steak 
with a sweet-and-sour condiment sauce. Serve 
with a simple garnish, like roasted new potatoes 
to put the perfect finishing touch on a winter get-
together.

French-Style Steak Adds Panache to Mid-Winter Gatherings

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT 
OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed MondayA Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless 
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

903-342-0300
308 E Coke Rd      Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays 
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage • E.E. Wilson Syrup • Honey • Ribbon 

Cane • Sorgham • Moonshine Syrup

Game Warden Field Notes (Continued  from Page 4-B)By Sue Hampton

    The holidays are over but it’s still cold outside! For your next din-
ner gathering you want to be sure to serve a meal that will not only 
charm your guests’ palate, but also add warmth to a chilly winter 
evening.
  Try this intensely flavored pan-seared steak with a sweet-and-
sour condiment sauce. Delicious and easy-to-prepare, add only a 
simple garnish and this winter dish is sure to be a hit with friends 
and family alike at your next party!

Pan-Seared Steak With A 
Sweet-And-Sour Condi-
ment Sauce
(Serves 4)
  (This recipe makes more than 
enough sauce for four people. 
Refrigerate the remainder to 
serve with other meats.)
For the Red Wine Sauce…
1 tablespoon olive oil
2-1/2 pounds beef shank, 
boned and cut into large cubes
2 onions, cut into large cubes
3 carrots, peeled and cut into 
large cubes
2 garlic cloves, un-peeled
3 tomatoes, cored and quar-
tered
2 bottles (750 ml) each red 
wine
½ teaspoon fennel seeds
1 cup Veal Stock
Coarse seal salt & ¼ teaspoon 
finely ground pepper
For the Sour Cherry 
Sauce…
1-3/4 cups cherry vinegar
14 ounces fresh sour cherries, 
pitted
1-1/2 cups sour cherry nectar

1 tablespoon olive oil
1 onion, finely chopped
1 celery stalk, peeled and finely 
chopped
2 small shallots, fine-y chopped
1 – 1-1/2 pound shoulder or 
sirloin steak, 1-1/2 inches thick
Coarse sea salt
6 tablespoons unsalted butter
To Prepare The Red Wine 
Sauce
  Heat the oil in a large heavy-
bottomed saucepan over me-
dium-high heat. Add the beef 
shank and cook, stirring oc-
casionally, until browned, five 
to seven minutes. Stir in the 
onion, carrots and garlic and 
cook, without coloring, stirring 
occasionally, until the onions 
are translucent, three to four 
minutes. Stir in the tomatoes 
and cook until softened, two 
to three minutes. Add the wine 
and fennel, bring to a boil and 
reduce by half. Add the veal 
stock, salt to taste and the pep-
per, bring to a simmer, reduce 
the heat and simmer gently for 
1-1/2 hours. 

  Strain the sauce through a fine 
sieve into a medium sauce-
pan. Return to a simmer and 
cook until the sauce is thick 
and syrupy; you should have 
about 1-1/4 cups. Set aside.
To Prepare The Sour Cher-
ry Sauce
  Combine the vinegar, cher-
ries and sour cherry nectar in 
a blender and blend to a coarse 
puree, 30 seconds.
  Heat the olive oil in a me-
dium saucepan over medium 
heat. Add the onion, celery 
and shallots and cook, without 
coloring, stirring occasionally, 
until translucent, three to four 
minutes. Add the sour cherry 
puree, remove from the heat, 
and let stand for one hour to 
infuse.
  Bring the sour cherry sauce 
to a boil and reduce until very 
thick; you should have about 
1-1/4 cups. Stir the sour cherry 
sauce into the red wine sauce 
and set aside. 
To Cook The Steak
   Heat a large castiron or other 
heavy-bottomed skillet over 

medium heat until very hot. 
Season the steak with salt. 
Melt two tablespoons of the 
butter in the pan, add the steak 
and cook for six minutes. 
Add the remaining four table-
spoons butter to the pan, turn 
the steak over and cook, bast-
ing often with the butter until 
the steak is rare, about six more 
minutes. Transfer the steak to a 
wire rack set over a platter and 
let rest for 10 minutes.
  Pour off the fat from the pan 
and add two tablespoons wa-
ter to the pan to deglaze, scrap-
ping up the browned bits from 
the bottom. Strain the pan juic-
es into the sauce and reheat the 
sauce over medium heat. Pour 
into a sauceboat.
  To serve, thinly slice the steak 
against the grain. Arrange on 
four warmed plates and serve 
with the sauce on the side.

at a herd of feral hogs that were crossing the road. The 
warden made contact with the vehicle and the four 
occupants were found to be in possession of a .22 
caliber rifle and several alcoholic beverages. Multiple 
citations were issued for hunting from a public road-
way, driving under the influence of alcohol-minor, 
possession of an open container of alcohol in a mo-
tor vehicle and minor in possession of alcohol. (Cases 
pending)
--Legal Deer, Illegal Harvest-- A Titus County game 
warden received a photo on his cell phone from an 
informant showing a juvenile holding the head of a 
white-tailed deer he believed did not meet the coun-
ty’s antler restrictions. After enlarging the photo on 
a computer, the warden determined the deer to be a 
legal spike buck having at least one unbranched ant-
ler, but the informant had also indicated the juvenile 
was acting like he did something wrong. The warden 
identified the juvenile in the photo and made contact 
with him and his guardian. After interviewing the ju-
venile, it was discovered that three juvenile males and 
an 18-year-old male shot the deer off the road at night 
prior to the opening of deer season. The deer was shot 
with a bow and two .22 caliber rifles. The entire deer, 
except for the head, was then dumped deep in the 
woods on a private ranch. Citations were issued on 
a variety of violations including: hunting deer from 
a public road, hunting deer with the aid of artificial 
light, waste of game and no hunter education certifi-

cation. (Cases and civil restitution pending)
--Early Start, Bad Call--On Oct. 28, a Shelby Coun-
ty game warden was on patrol when he received a tip 
about a whitetailed buck being cleaned at a nearby 
hunting camp. The warden arrived at the camp and 
found an 8-point buck that had been harvested that 
afternoon. The hunters claimed they had to track the 
buck for some time, which was their reasoning for 
cleaning it so late. Upon further investigation, the 
warden discovered that at the direction of his father 
who was occupying the same hunting stand, a juve-
nile had shot the buck with a rifle. The father con-
fessed to telling his kid to shoot the buck a day before 
the youth-only weekend season. (Charges and restitu-
tion pending)
--Showing off His Trophy--A week prior to open-
ing day of deer season, an Angelina County warden 
received information that a Huntington man shot an 
8-point buck from his back porch while the deer fed 
at a feeder. The warden showed up at the suspect’s 
residence, found evidence a deer had been shot under 
a feeder and during a search of the property for evi-
dence, located a fresh deer carcass with the antlers re-
moved. An ice chest with the quartered venison was 
also found. The suspect drove up shortly and after 
making contact, the warden discovered a set of deer 
antlers in the bed of his vehicle. The subject was is-
sued a citation for hunting deer during closed season. 
(Case and civil restitution pending)
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 3-B)

Armadillo
Rod & Reel Repair

Reasonable Rates
Quality Service

Joe Armold
Website: www.ets-systems.com/reelrepair

(903) 850-7131

Effective immediately
Drop Off & Pick Up

Repair Work At
Lake Fork

Marina

Come In & Check Our Low Prices!
I Will Be Taking Soldiers

Fishing! Any Questions Call Me! 
903-850-7131

(See Game Warden .......Continued on Page 5-B)

903-383-7748
"Because every child deserves a chance to fish!"

"Wish To Fish
          Foundation"

Needs Your Help!!!
If you know a family that has a child that 
meets our criteria, just have them call us. 

We'll take over from there!
"Every child deserves a chance to fish!" Children diagnosed or who have experienced a life-threatening illness or ac-
cident sometimes do not have that opportunity. Now through the "Wish to Fish Foundation" they can have that day 
in the sun with their family. Any family with a child between the ages 3 to 18 years of age that has been diagnosed or 
treated for a life-threatening illness or accident is invited to come fish Lake Fork for any species of fish at NO COST! 
Lodging, meals, and fishing are provided for. This allows the family to spend quality time together fishing without wor-
ries or expenses. The outing includes one night lodging, meals, refreshments, snacks, all on a 26' Tritoon Pontoon, 
(accompanied with a 9-1-1 chase boat for any emergency that may occur. All bait and fishing equipment provided. If 
you are, or know of a family that meets the above criteria, contact us! Help us spread the word, we are here for the 
children!

For Scheduling or More Info Contact: Don Hampton, Founder & Program Director

Help Us Spread The Word!

visit our website: www.wishtofishfoundation.com

CLASSIFIEDS
$106 PER MO. BUYS 
LAND for  RV,   Mo-
bile  Home or House; 
Pool; Pier; Ramp; Gat-
ed Entry. $690 Down. 
903-878-7265.
GOLF CARTS FOR 
SALE: Several avail-
able – Carts To Go – 
214-673-1313.
HOUSE OR PET SIT-
TER: Don’t put that va-
cation or trip on hold be-
cause you have no one to 
stay with your pets or no 
one to watch your home. 
Return from your trip to 
everything just like you 
left it. Excellent refer-
ences upon request.Call : 

Monte Coleman's
DISCOUNT BAIL 

BONDS
Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens
Right Across From Wood County Jail

Fast & Honest Service 

(903) 763-4844

24 hour Service Credit Terms Available

512-762-8662.

--Caught with a Bad Catch-- Williamson County 
game wardens were checking fishing activities at the 
Granger Spillway when they came across three indi-
viduals loading fishing gear into a truck. Asked how 
the fishing was, one of the men said he had caught just 
two and showed them to the wardens. The wardens 
noticed a cast net and fishing line and hooks attached 
to two plastic bottles. It is illegal in Texas to use float-
ing “juglines,” fishing devices with line and hooks at-
tached or cast nets to catch game fish. The wardens 
also found a white plastic bag containing undersized 
crappie and white bass. One of the men admitted to 
catching the crappie and bass and the other two said 
they used the homemade fishing devices to catch the 
rest. All three subjects were cited for not having fish-
ing licenses, fishing by illegal means and methods and 
possession of undersized fish. Civil restitution cases 
were also filed.
--A Sobering Situation--The duties of a Texas game 
warden don’t always involve illegal acts in the field. 
While on patrol in Del Rio, a Val Verde County game 
warden took quick action after observing a vehicle 
driving on the wrong side of a busy four-lane divided 
highway. He was able to pull the vehicle over without 
incident and upon making contact it became imme-
diately apparent to the warden that the driver was ex-
tremely impaired. A state trooper arrived within min-
utes to assist and they were able to control traffic and 

safely move the vehicle off the highway. Due to the 
condition of the driver, they were unable to perform 
standard field sobriety tests. However, a breath sam-
ple using the trooper’s portable intoxilizer registered 
.209 BAC (blood alcohol content), more than twice 
the legal limit for driving while intoxicated. The driv-
er was arrested and transported to county jail.
--Two for One--A Pecos County game warden re-
ceived a call from a local ranch that had started their 
MLD (Managed Lands Deer) permit whitetail hunt-
ing. The ranch foreman stated that one of their hunt-
ers mistakenly harvested a mule deer and the hunter 
would not be leaving for a couple days. The warden 
made plans to head to the ranch first thing in the morn-
ing prepared to educate the hunter on wildlife identi-
fication and issue a citation for hunting mule deer in 
closed season. Before he could get to the ranch, the 
warden received another call from the foreman let-
ting him know a second hunter had come in late with 
another mule deer. Both hunters said they thought 
they killed whitetail deer, but were not sure when they 
took the shot. Both hunters were cited for hunting 
mule deer in closed season. (Restitution pending)
--In the Spotlight-- A Matagorda County game war-
den was on patrol in the College Port area when he 
observed a vehicle spot-lighting and the driver shoot 
from a public road. As the warden started to approach 
the vehicle, another truck appeared and dropped off 

an individual in the field where the shooter had fired. 
Both vehicles drove away; the warden called another 
warden for backup, followed the vehicles and was 
able to stop both. With the aid of thermal imaging 
the wardens located and apprehended the individual 
in the field. The onsite investigation revealed that the 
suspect had wounded a whitetail buck, but was unable 
to find the deer. Drug paraphernalia was discovered in 
the suspect’s vehicle, along with a spotlight, a .22 cali-
ber hornet rifle and a spent shell casing. Statements 
were taken and numerous citations are pending.
--Deked--Acting on tips about individuals routinely 
shooting feral hogs and deer from the roadway at 
night, Red River County wardens deployed a full 
body mount deer decoy with radio controlled head 
movements that simulate a live buck. Shortly after 
setting up the deke, a truck stopped and the driver ex-
ited the vehicle and fired one shot at the decoy with 
a pistol. The subject was arrested for hunting from a 
public roadway and discharging a firearm from a pub-
lic road. Other citations were issued related to alcohol. 
An investigation is ongoing regarding hunting deer in 
closed season and hunting deer at night.
--No Deke Required- A Bowie County game war-
den observed a vehicle moving slowly along a county 
road. A short time later the vehicle stopped in the mid-
dle of the roadway and the occupants began shooting 



Page 10-B                  “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                         February  February              “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                                             3-B

Game Warden Field Notes

(See Game Warden .......Continued on Page 4-B)

We Will Float your Boat With "Big Savings"!
NOW IN THEIR 24TH YEAR OF BUSINESS STILL  OFFERING  "SERVICE" FIRST!

Service Marine on Lake Fork

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909 visit us online at:

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

"Be Ready For Big Fun On The Water!"

Nissan

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole 
you can stop your 
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 
touch of a button 
and keep your 
boat securely in 
place, even in 
heavy wind and 
current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Nissan

AUTHORIZED DEALER
Sales * Installation
Easy Step System

100% American Made by Texans
Getting In & Out of your boat

made EASY!!!

• CAPACITY RATING 400 lbs.

Buy One pair of eyeglasses
Get 2nd pair 1/2 OFF

Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas~$13 per inch 

Ducks ~ $250
 www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
   Schedule Feb. thru Apr.

 2017

607 S. Main • Quitman, TX., 903-763-5020
Daily Lunch Specials • Call In Orders Welcome

Open:  Mon.-Wed. 11 am - 8:30 pm 
Thurs. - Sat. 11 am - 9 pm ~ Sun. 11 am - 8 pm

903-342-0300
308 E. Coke Rd.    Winnsboro, TX

Martins FISHERMANS INN
2933 West SH 154

Quitman, TX 75783
903-878-2137

Family Owned & Operated
P.O. Box 653

www.lakeforkfishermansinn.com
CABIN RENTALS • RV PARK

Monte Coleman's
DISCOUNT BAIL 

BONDS
Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens
Right Across From Wood County Jail

Fast & Honest Service 

(903) 763-4844

24 hour Service Credit Terms Available

East Texas Optical, Inc.
2476 West Highway 154 • Quitman, TX.,

903-878-2451  or 800-442-8266

Open: Mon. ~ Fri. 9 A.M. - 6 P.M.
Saturday ~ 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.

April

February

Feb. 11 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Feb. 18 ~ Media Bass
Minnow Bucket

If you or your Bass Club have a 
tournament on Lake Fork, contact 

us at:  fishnews@lakefork.net or call
903-383-7748

March
Mar. 11 ~ JC Outdoors Teams

Minnow Bucket
Mar. 12 ~ JC Outdoors Solo

Minnow Bucket
Mar. 18 ~ Media Bass Teams

Minnow Bucket
Mar. 18 ~ Texas Trails Open

Oak Ridge Marina
Mar. 19 ~ Mega Bass
Lake Fork Marina

See Your Business
Promoted Here!!

Call Don
903-383-7748

The following items are compiled from recent Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department law enforcement re-
ports.
--Gone Fishin’--Acting on a trespassing complaint 
in Titus County, a game warden arrived on the scene 
to find an unoccupied vehicle parked along the prop-
erty’s fence line. About 15 minutes later, two men 
came walking toward the truck carrying fishing poles. 
One of the men already had an active arrest warrant 
for criminal trespass and both were arrested for tres-
passing. An additional charge of fishing without land-
owner consent was also filed.
--Be Right Back--A Bowie County game warden 
was patrolling near Spring Lake Park when he made 
contact with a fisherman who stated he left his fish-
ing license at home. A records check revealed that 
the man did not have a valid fishing license and as 
warden returned to his patrol vehicle to complete the 
citation the subject fled the scene. A short time later, 
a car pulled up and the fisherman got out of the front 
passenger seat. The warden noticed in plain view a 
package that was later confirmed to contain synthetic 
marijuana in the floor of the vehicle. A search of the 
vehicle revealed 13 packages of synthetic marijuana. 
The fisherman and the driver of the vehicle were both 
arrested for possession of synthetic marijuana and 
transported to the Bowie County Jail. The fisherman 
was also cited for fishing without a license. Cases 

pending.
--Easily Tracked--A Morris County game warden 
on patrol observed a truck in the middle of a pasture 
spotlighting the area, which he knew was off limits to 
hunting. Upon making contact with the two men in 
the vehicle, the warden noticed two dogs fitted with 
GPS tracking collars in the bed of the pickup and a 
handheld GPS unit on the dashboard next to a spot-
light. The men received citations for not having hunt-
ing licenses and were later arrested after the landown-
er filed criminal trespass charges.
--There’s No Tag for an Illegal Buck--Acting on 
information he received about an untagged and ille-
gal buck being taken, a game warden confronted the 
suspected violator who admitted to taking the illegal 
buck and not tagging it because he did not want to use 
his buck tag on the deer, which did not meet the min-
imum antler restrictions for the county. In addition to 
a citation for failing to tag the deer, the man was also 
cited for taking an illegal buck and failing to fill out 
the required license harvest log. The antlers were con-
fiscated and the venison donated to a local needy fam-
ily. Cases and restitution pending.
--Double Dipping Dove-- While patrolling Frio 
County for illegal dove hunting activity, a warden 
came upon several trucks parked near a fence line 
bordering a pasture and a group of hunters nearby. Af-
ter making contact and checking the group for com-

pliance, the warden noted all the hunters were close 
to their daily bag limits and asked if there were more 
doves flying in the morning or in the afternoon. The 
group proudly answered the morning was much bet-
ter and that they had gotten easy limits of birds in the 
morning. Realizing they had just admitted to what’s 
commonly called “double dipping,” taking a daily bag 
limit during a morning hunt and then another during 
an afternoon hunt, one of the men asked innocently, 
“Wait, is that allowed?” Charges were filed and 60 
birds were seized.
--Illegal Import--A Starr County game warden on pa-
trol at Falcon State Park observed a suspicious vehicle 
enter the park and advised park police that it could be 
a scout vehicle or a load vehicle used in smuggling 
undocumented immigrants or narcotics. The warden 
and park police set up surveillance on the vehicle and 
also called in aerostat radar to monitor the area for sus-
picious activity. Shortly, the warden was made aware 
a vessel crossing from Mexico had dropped three in-
dividuals on the park shore and they had entered the 
suspected vehicle. Constant surveillance was main-
tained on the vehicle as it departed the park and after 
obtaining probable cause, the warden initiated a traffic 
stop with assistance from park po-lice and U.S. Bor-
der Patrol agents. The driver and three undocumented 
immigrants were turned over to U.S. Border Patrol.

See Your Business
Promoted Here!!

Call Don
903-383-7748

Apr. 8  ~ JC Outdoors Ind.
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 9  ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 22  ~ Media Bass Teams
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 29 ~ Bass Champs North
Lake Fork Marina

If you’re having a tournament on 
Lake Fork contact Don 903-383-7748
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Open
Fridays &
Saturdays

4:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Bassin’ With Bubba

By Don Bubba Hampton

  February kicks off big bass time on Lake Fork.  When day-
light starts getting longer and the moon gets close to full, big 
females who live in deep water most of their lives will start 
moving to shallow water hangouts.  They are hungry and will 
be feeding on anything that gets in their way.  Once they famil-
iarize themselves with their new shallow water environment 
and set up in their core area, they will be more difficult to catch.  
Remember, anytime older age class bass move into shallow 
water, it is easier to catch them than when they are in their 
deeper water sanctuary.  You always hear that small male bass 
are the first group to move into shallows to start their spawning 
ritual; that they are the first to start building nest sites, but the 

big females have moved weeks before to set up house around 
these spawning sites.  Longer days trigger older age class bass 
to move to these shallow water hangouts. 
  Water temperature reaching that magic sixty to sixty-five de-
grees and full moon will put big ‘uns on the spawn flats look-
ing for the perfect nesting site and partner.  Water temperature 
plays a key role in which creeks or areas of the lake will have 
the hottest action.  Look for areas protected from prevailing 
winds, northwest facing banks, protective coves and turbid 
water as these are generally the first areas to warm up. Be 
mobile.  Water temperature can and will change daily.  Find 
the creeks or coves that are a few degrees warmer than the 
surrounding area and you are in business.  Don’t overlook 
Fork’s many underwater ponds or small lakes at the back end 
of creeks and coves.  These ponds are marked on Lake Fork 
maps and are some of the top staging areas for Fork’s big ones.
  Cover a lot of water to locate these big females.  Big spinner 
baits in red, chartreuse and white; lipless crank baits in reds, 
chartreuse and perch patterns are top producers. Once you lo-
cate a staging area, slow down and fish the area thoroughly 
with black jig, craw, Texas-rigged and Carolina-rigged lizards 
in watermelon, chartreuse and black/ blue.  Soft & hard jerk 
baits in reds, perch patterns are some top colors and lure selec-
tions. 
  Don’t get your heart broken.  February is not small lure or 
light action month.  Use large lures heavy, stout tackle and line 
class should be in the twenty pound plus range if you are after 
one of Fork’s dream bass.  Light tackle will catch big fish, but 
the odds will be in your favor with heavy tackle. 

  February brings the worst weather of the year with a cold 
front every four to five days.  Fishing will be good during con-
sistent weather patterns and awesome during and before cold 
fronts and poor right after a front passes.  Most bass will stay 
in and around their shallow water area even after front passes 
and water temperature drops.  Generally they move closer to 
deep water break lines near their core area and suspend on 
ledges or hang close to bottom.  When this happens, slow 
moving baits, jig, craw, Texas- rigged lizards are top produc-
ers.  Your best fishing days will be during warming trends and 
just before a front hits.
  
  Location, location, location is the main key to catching Fork’s 
early spring bass.  You need to start in upper ends of major 
creek arms:  Fork and Garrett creeks on the west end to Run-
ning, Coffee and Big Caney creeks on the east end. Start at 
the back end of major creeks and position your boat in or near 
creek channels. Find the secondary points, main points and 
spawning flats that have a channel, ditch, ledge or steep break 
line close by and you should hook up.
  If you are planning a trip to Lake Fork and need a guide, gen-
eral fishing information or an updated fishing report to make 
your Lake Fork fishing experience a good one, you can call 
me at 903-360-6994 (cell) or 903-383-7748 (land line) or you 
can email me at fishnews@lakefork.net. Bookings are avail-
able for spring and summer trips.   
  
  Bubba is sponsored by Legend Boats, Mercury Marine, Sar-
tin Marine, Lake Fork Trophy Lures, Gene Larew, Luck E 
Strike Lures, Bubbette and the Good Lord!

JR SIMPSON
903-850-3324

EMAIL:  jr.simpson@century21.com
Office: 800-254-7541 - Fax: 903-763-4487

www.c21lakecountryrealty.com
HIGH QUALITY, CUSTOM BUILT, build-
ers personal waterfront home  on Lake Fork 
has all the amenities you could ask for. From 
Foam insulation to Travertine tile, Gran-
ite Counters & Knotty Alder Cabinets. In-
ground pool with hot tub & waterfall plus a 
bonus room upstairs with an office. Home is 
on 2 lots with 1.3 acres plus leaseback, plenty 
of room for a peir and a boat house.Yantis  $594,000

UPDATED BRICK HOME This home has 
fresh paint everywhere, new carpet in bed-
rooms, vinyl in bathrooms, ceramic tile in 
kitchen and no more popcorn ceilings. This 
home is absolutely move in ready! Walking dis-
tance to Quitman schools and 15 minutes or 
less to World Famous Lake Fork. 2 car garage 
with new garage doors and a new opener, 2 stall 
carport and an 8x10 storage building.Quitman  $92,500

UNFINISHED LOFT CABIN ON 3+ 
ACRES  12 X 24 unfinished one room cabin 
with two loft beds and a large covered back 
porch. Water and electric are all in place, 
there is no septic system. 3.82 Acres with nice 
size pond, 10 x 12 storage building, a two stall 
carport and a chain link fenced back yard. Lo-
cated very close to World Famous Lake Fork. 
Call JR for more information today!Yantis  $59,900

HOME SITTING ON APPROX 19 ACRES Im-
maculate 3 bedroom and 1 1/2 bath home with a 
beautiful stocked pond right out your back door. 
12x24 attached carport with an attached work-
shop area, detached 42x21 insulated workshop 
with electric and has an 18x20 attached carport, 
plus a 15x20 tractor shed and horse barn. The 
property is fenced and cross fenced. The ducks & 
geese stay with property!Quitman  $277,500

Mineola $259,000

HOME NEAR LAKE HOLBROOK on a 
wooded corner lot, property is landscaped 
with beautiful ornamental trees & shrubs. 
This 4 bedroom, 2 bath home features an en-
closed screened porch, covered deck, and at-
tached garage plus a detached garage work-
shop, storage bldg & a fenced area for pets & 
kids. Plenty of room for your boat and RV! 
Property also has a water well for irrigation. Quitman $74,900

30x50 INSULATED METAL BUILDING 
completely heated and cooled. Workshop 
area with three nice offices and a half bath-
room. Secured fenced in area out back and 
a new septic system. Located just outside 
Quitman City Limits. Motivated Seller Says 
“Bring Your Best Offer”

Emory  $232,000

LOCATED IN EMORY INDUSTRIAL PARK 
Formerly a doctor’s office building, this custom 
built building features metal and stone con-
struction. Interior has a nice lobby or reception 
area, multiple rooms for offices, full kitchen 
and 2 bathrooms with a stall shower AND liv-
ing quarters upstairs. Building has a garage with 
receiving area and roll-up door. Call JR for de-
tailed information. Yantis  $135,000

2 LAKE FORK WATERFRONT LOTS,
together for 1 price! Perfect for a large home! 
Heavily wooded 200+ ft of road frontage and over 
300ft of Lake Fork waterfront. You could build 
your home back in the trees and have a gorgeous 
secluded and very private home site. Plenty of wa-
ter for a boat house and subdivision boat ramp 
too! OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! Moti-
vated seller says Bring your best offer!

LAKE FORK WATER FRONT & OFF-WATER LOTS FROM $12,000 TO $135,000
LAKE FORK AREA ACREAGE FROM $79,900 TO $139,900 

3,200 SQFT LAKE FORK RESTAURANT
IN YANTIS Reduced Price $183,900 OR LEASE FOR $1,250

Established restaurant has Lake Fork leaseback available to make this 
property waterfront on Lake Fork. 2.7 acres of deeded property and a 
3,200 sqft building with commercial septic system. Everything is includ-
ed that you need to keep the restaurant going or build your own business 
here. Seller says there are no known deed restrictions on property. Also 
available for lease, call for details.

REDUCED

RESTAURANT AND SPORTS BAR
IN YANTIS $249,900

Complete Restaurant Sports Bar with everything you need to get started! 
Shuffle board, dishes, refrigerators, fryers, tables, chairs, bar stools & 
dance floor with stage for the band. Security system & video surveillance! 
POS system in place. Neat, clean and ready for business quickly. Bring 
your best written offers! Owner Financing with 20% down & approved 
credit.

LIST YOUR PROPERTY WITH ME AND SEE IT HERE!
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SARTIN MARINE ~Since 1984 ~  ~Since 1984 ~

CERTIFIED  MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES & MODELS

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE 
* PARTS & ACCESSORIES

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR:
LOWRANCE * HUMMINGBIRD

MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 West
8 Miles South of Sulphur 

Springs off Hwy. 154

903-383-7726
Toll Free

866-920-8331

OPEN: TUES. - SAT.

Call Billy For a Test Ride

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2017 Legend, Bullet, 

Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Sales * Service Installation
With Power-Pole you can stop 
your boat swiftly and silently 
with the touch of a button and 
keep your boat securely in 
place, even in heavy wind and 
current.

AUTHORIZED 
DEALER
Sales &

Installation
Getting In & Out of 

your boat
made EASY!!!

Easy Step System

21XRSV-21


