John LaBove from Longview, Texas caught this
Lake Fork Legacy Class Bass weighing 15.48-
Ibs. on March 2nd fishing Lake Fork. It was
caught on a Black/Blue Jig in 4’ of water. His
was Toyota ShareLunker #571.

Garett Hall with 11.38-1bs. Wins It All!!

Garett Hall from Kilgore won the 10th Annual
Mega Bass Tournament on Lake Fork present-
ed by BassChamps with this beauty weighing
11.38-Ibs. winning him $15,000 in hourly pay
and a 2018 Skeeter ZX 200 powered by Yama-
ha. (Fisherman’s Guide News by Sue Hampton)
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Michael Terrebonne of Cut Off, Louisiana
caught this 13-pound, 25-inch largemouth bass
during an annual family trip to Lake Fork on
March 8. His was a Legacy Class Bass and
ShareLunker #572.

Owen Rowland with 11.34-lbs. Wins
$15,000 in Hourly!!
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Alex Finch from North Richland Hills, Texas
caught his Legacy Class Bass ShareLunker
#573 weighing 13.06-pounds fishing Lake Fork
on March 11. He was using a Finch Nasty

Thumper Gizzard Shad he built. (See full Story
on Page 3-A)

Byran Toombs with 11.13-1Ibs. Wins
$15,000 in Hourly!!

b — —— = -

Owen Rowland from Bearden, Arkansas won
$15,000 in the 9 o’clock hour of the Mega Bass
Tournament presented by BassChamps with
this nice bass weighing 11.34-1bs. (Fisherman’s
Guide News by Sue Hampton)

Byran Toombs from Royse City, Texas won
$15,000 in the 2 o’clock hour of the Mega Bass
Tournament presented by BassChamps with
this nice bass weighing 11.13-lbs. (Fisherman’s
Guide News by Sue Hampton) See full Story on
Page 4-A
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Bubba Has Diagnosed Some Anglers With Having The “Bent Pole Virus”

By Don Hampton

Now, Bubba has been pretty hard on some an-
glers lately that think they own the fishing spots
on the lake and asking about their mailboxes and
such. If you are one of these anglers, don’t expect
an apology. He is more likely to just tell you to
pull your panties up and quit being so sensitive.
One thing he doesn’t believe in is beating around
the bush. He only beats around the bush when he
is in the woods to scare the varmints and snakes
away when he needs to squirt the dirt. When it
comes to speaking his mind or voicing his opin-
ion, there just isn’t any gray area. This is be-
cause Bubba is what you might refer to as “Old
School”’! Heck most of the schools he went to have
been torn down and new ones have been built.

Bubba believes fishing is to have fun and that ev-
eryone is on the lake to have fun and relax. Wheth-
er you are a guide, in a tournament, or fishing for
the freezer, being on the lake trying to outwit the
scaly critters is supposed to just be fun. Otherwise
you are in the wrong place and with the wrong
people. Just always keep in mind “Work is just
something you have to do so you can go fishing!”

Some anglers have taken the “Mailbox” theo-
ry out of context though. Bubba claims these
people are infected with the “Bent Pole Virus”.

I really didn’t know what this meant at first so
I had to get Bubba to explain this one to me!
When he explained it to me I thought “Shucks,

Great Ways To Go “Out of Business”

Think Your Location is Your Best Advertisement;

Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise!

Don’t Advertise!

Paymg Customer!
You Can’t Stand Money or Success!

Or: WHEN YOU ARE OUT OF BUSINESS'!

Think Everyone Knows the Services You Provide;
Think Everyone Knows the Merchandise You Carry;
Think Everyone Knows the Specials You Have Listed;

Think Everyone Knows When You Have A Sale; Don’t Advertise!
Think Time at The Same Location Is Your Best Advertisement;

Think Everyone Knows You Have Trained Staff;

Don t Adverttse When...
t \

If You Are Thinking ...
You Would Like To Stay In Business And Need More Customers,
Clients, Income, & Exposure; Think About Advertising In

The Fisherman’s Guide News~903-383-7748

Afterall...

This Got Your Attention & Business
Advertising & Promotion Is Tax Deductible!
“Where’s Your Money Best Spent?”
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I know some of these infected ‘Hookers’!
Bubba simply stated, “Anglers infected with the
Bent Pole Virus can be identified easily on the
lake. When you catch a fish and your pole bends,
just watch how fast you are surrounded and cut off.
Sometimes I’m afraid to set the hook because I'm
afraid I’ll be surrounded like Davy Crockett at the
Alamo! It is as if some anglers are playing ‘Peek-
a-boo, I see you.” Anglers with the ‘Bent Pole Vi-
rus’ are watching other anglers so they can jump in
on them rather than watching their own electron-
ics so they can improve their own fishing skills!”
Once I received a full understanding from
Bubba on this wide spreading disease I just
had to know if there was a cure for these hap-
less anglers. Bubba informed me the cure was
in just two words, “Respect and Courtesy.”
One thing I can say about Bubba is that in this
case he is being very “Politically Correct.” One
of his best buds on the lake has another name
for anglers with the ‘Bent Pole Virus’, he calls
them ‘Scavengers’ because they feed off others.
So, Bubba is really being nice in comparison!
In most tournaments there is a rule that states,
“No fishing within 25 yards of another boat with-
out permission.” Truly this rule should read,
“No fishing within 25 yards of another angler’s
cast.” With new longer rods for swimbaits and
jigs, most anglers can cast well over 25 yards.
You wouldn’t hunt that close to another hunt-
er and a jig or a swimbait’s velocity in a cast is

almost that of a bullet. Taking that into consid-
eration, you anglers infected with the ‘Bent
Pole Virus’ might wish to keep that in mind.

It is true that no one owns the public water.
This applies to guides, homeowners with their
docks and piers, tournament anglers, and freez-
er fishermen. If someone is sitting on your fa-
vorite spot or beat you to where you had plans
to fish, find another spot until they move. Don’t
try to crowd them out or get on their fish!
All of these lakes are large enough for every-
one and the fish are not just in one place. Prac-
tice what Bubba said, “Respect and Courtesy.”

If you do this, you will not have Bubba di-
agnose you with the ‘Bent Pole Virus’ or his
buddy call you a ‘Scavenger’ or be dodging a
1-0z. jig coming at you like a speeding bullet!
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Lake Fork Produces 3 ShareLunkers in 9 Days

By Don Hampton

It really surprises me
when [ hear anglers
say Lake Fork is back.
My question is “Where
do you think it went?”

Lake Fork is known for
‘Big Bass’ and always
will be. It isn’t known as
“The Big Bass Capital
of Texas” for its looks.
Though it does look great!

This past month Lake
Fork showed exactly that it
had not gone away and the
giant trophy bass live here.

In the past there have been
plenty of eight to twelve
pound bass caught on a
usual basis. Some anglers
believe that a trophy bass
has to be over 10-pounds.
This is true but not all an-
glers have accomplished
the goal as yet. Not catch-
ing that trophy bass on
Lake Fork just means you
are not fishing in the right
place, at the right time,

with the right bait, because
believe me they are here.
In March in nine days
this great reservoir showed
how majestic she really is!
It all started on March
2nd when John LaBove
from Longview, Texas
caught the Legacy Class
ShareLunker #571 weigh-
ing 15.48-pounds. He was
fishing in 4-feet of water
using a black and blue jig.
His bass was picked up at
the Minnow Bucket where
he weighed her by TPWD
Staff and transported to the
Texas Freshwater Fish-
eries Center in Athens.
The second Legacy Class
Sharelunker #572 was
caught on March 8th by
Michael Terrebonne from
Cut Off, Louisiana and
weighed 13-pounds. Mi-
chael and his family were
visiting Lake Fork on an
outing to do some good
fishing. He caught his
lunker on a black salty

purchased from the Coun-
try Store and weighed
in at Oak Ridge Marina.

The third Lake Fork [P4¥ J8

Legacy Class ShareL.unk-

er #573 was caught on [l

March 11th by Alex Finch
from North Richland Hills,
Texas. Alex was fishing
with a lure he made him-
self and calls it the “Finch
Nasty Thumper Gizzard
Shad”. He may want to
put that on the market after
catching his 13.06-pound
bass he weighed in at
the Minnow  Bucket.

“Loaning the fish to the
ShareLunker program was
an easy decision for me,”
said Alex. “My priorities
were taking care of the fish
and contributing to the fu-
ture of bass fishing was the
purpose of the donation.
The Toyota ShareLunker
program has really helped
make Texas fishing bet-
ter than any other state.”

3362 N. FM 17 A
(Formerly EB’s BBQ)

Owners: Dru & Deb Davis
NOW OPEN

Tuesday thru Saturday

6 a.m. ~ 2:30 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu 6 a.m. till 10:30

=« Daily Lunch Specials

&y ) Homemade Pies & Desserts
Family Owned & Operated * Call In Orders Welcome

@ i

(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Great Lodglng Accommodatlons at Texas' #1 Bass Flshlng Lake

15 Cabins & Bunkhouse

Direct TV * Small Refrigerator « Microwave ¢ Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds °

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking ¢ Clean Cabins ¢ Full Baths

Guide Services Available

“Great Rates ~ Make Your Reservations Today”

903-383-78835

Located on 515 Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

dbigan \Website: www.scenicS15cabins.com ¢ Email: scenicSl5cabins@e0plesc0m.net
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10th Annual
By Don Hampton

Mega Bass

Sportsmans Auto Network

and Bass Champs, is the
highest paying one day tour-
nament in the country. For

The 10th Annual Mega BassTournament presented by

being the extraordinary
reservorr it is this brought
over 1900 anglels to try

Anthony Jones from Irving, Texas won
$15,000 in the 8 o’clock hour with a 8.40-1b.
bass

Eric Worley from Ft. Worth, Texas won
$15,000 in the 12 o’clock hour with a 9.65-1b.

bass
— to catch a ‘Big Bass”!

Tournament on Lake

Fish Fishburne had to 1nterv1ew the overall
winner Garett Hall to see if he could learn how

Fork

their luck at landing that
big bass. With 10 places
paid per hour with 1st place
paying $15,000 and 10th
paying $200 with two extra
T=shirt bonus places pay-
ing $150 each hour, what
tournament angler would

the last of the tournament
being the 2 o’clock hour
The first hour of the tour-
nament got the anglers
(Continued on Next Page)

want to miss this event.
Anglers could weigh in their
fish at the top 30 minutes of

each hour with the first be-
ing the 8 o’clock hour and

Austin 1lhams from Kermlt TX won $1,000
in the 2 o’clock hour with a 10.51-1b. bass

Jonathon Carter from New Orleans, LA. won
$900 in the 2 o’clock hour with a 6.56-1b. bass

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New AC/Heating Units
3 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel * RV Park * Guide Service * Boat
Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

Visit Us Online
www.gofishfork.com

- WOOD COUNTY
NATIONAL

WELODUE TISTRORS &
ANTLERS O LAKE

Wood County National Bank Wood County National Bank
417 South Main 1947 FM 2946

Quitman, Texas Emory, Texas
903-763-4545 903-474-8044

Wood County National Bank
100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082
www.wenbquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank
of Gilmer"

Member

FDIC
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heart beating for the big
one when Anthony Jones
won Ist place that hour
with a bass weighing
84-pounds. During the 9
o’clock hour Owen Row-
land from Bearden, Arkan-
sas brought to the scales an
11.34-pound bass that took
the wind of a few sails for
the anglers, but this being
Lake Fork, they knew there
were bigger ones waiting
to be caught. During that
same hour Jason Bond
from Shreveport, Louisi-
ana brought in the exact
weight bass of 2.5-pounds
that won him the even
weight cash of $500 plus
2nd place cash of $1,000.

The 10 o’clock hour was
very exciting for angler
Richard Michaels from
Alba, Texas when his
2.5-pound bass won st
place in the hour for a check
of $15,000. He didn’t mind
then at missing out on the
first even weight 2.5-pound
bass. Alan Swarts from Mt.

Vemon, Texas was very
pleased with his 2.55-pound
bass during the 11 o’clock
hour when it won him
Ist place and $15,000.
Atthe 12 o’clock weigh in
the crowd got excited when
Eric Worley from Ft. Worth,
Texas weighed n a 9.65-
pound bass winning him
1st in the hour and $15,000.
The excitement only in-
tensified in the 1 o’clock
hour when Garett Hall from
Kilgore, Texas brought to
the scales a bass weighing
11.38-pounds winning him
Istplace in the hour and put-
ting him in the lead overall.
Garett did tense up in the 2
o’clock hour when over the
24 slot bass started com-
ing to the weigh in. Bryan
Toombs from Royse City,
Texas missed the heavi-
est weight of the touma-
ment but was still pleased
with his bass weighing
11.13-pounds winning him
$15,000 for 1st in the hour.
Following him and winning

2nd and $1,000 was Austin
Williams from Kermit, Tex-
as with a 10.51-pound bass.
Winning 3rd place in that
hour and $900 was Jona-
thon Carter from New Or-
leans, Louisiana with a bass
that weighed 6.56-pounds.

Through the entire course
of the tournament the light-
est bass to receive a check
was 2.11-pounds and that
was in the T-Shirt bonus.

Garett Hall’s bass weigh-
ing 11.38-pounds was the

HWY 515 at FM 17
Yantis, Texas 75497
903-383-7686

Owners
Brian & Melissa

Clayton
Huntlng & Flshlng

heaviest of the tournament | |i§ - F L ]
oo i ;ian;eﬂ“h‘j PROPANE BY THE GALILON
the hour but fmajdng himm BOTTLES & RV’S FILLED

the Champion overall.
For this accomplishment
he took home the grand
prize of a 2018 Skeeter ZX
200 powered by Yamaha.
Anglers wishing to find out
more about some great tour-
naments put on by Bass-
Champs can go to their web-
site www.basschamps.com.

Fish Friendly

FISHING TACKLE ~ LIVE BAIT & FROZEN

BLACK SALTY’S * WATERDOGS
For Big Bass & Catfish~Minnows for Crappie
Open Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 6am ~ 6pm

Wednesday 6am ~12 noon

Closed Sunday
IN THE SAME LOCATION OVER 30 YEARS
PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST BAIT POSSIBLE

RV LOTS FOR LEASE

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete
Pads

Caney Point RV Resort
Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots

NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that

crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round

3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

The Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE

Abundant Wildlife For Scenlc
Pleasure

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60’ Level Concrete Pads,

Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity,

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights.

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers

. Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting)
| RV’s Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park
Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only

Owned By Christian American

Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!!

WE ARE THE BEST!!!

|
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April Is True Hawg Hunting on Lake Fork

By David Ozio

“It’s that time of the year fishing enthusiasts.
You’ve waited patiently and the time is upon us
for “true hawg hunting” on Lake Fork. Trophy
bass have been showing up at the scales recently
as three candidates have made it into the Share-
Lunker program capped off by a 151b behemoth.
Kinda gets your blood flowing huh! Recent
rains have muddied the lake but that’s not stop-
ping the giant green fish from moving shallow.

The recent Mega Bass Tournament gave an
early peak as to the possibilities for April. Three
bass over 11lbs made it to the Mega Bass scales
with a monstrous 11.38 taking top honors. This
month will set up to be the time frame that you
need to cancel plans and get on the water as

s
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3 9 10 |11 12 (13
14 15 16
17 18 19
21
23 (24
29 30 31 |32
34 35
36 37 38 39 |40
11 42 |43 44
us 46 |47 48
1 52 (53 54 55 |56 |57
9 60 |61
2 63 64
5 66 67

CLUES ACROSS

1. Featured dish 38. Pharaoh was one

5. Oats 41. Volcanic mountain in Japan
10. Herringlike food fish 42. Hymenopterans
14. Car 44. Sharp, narrow ridge found in

15. African river

rugged mountains
16. Organized-crime head

45. Affixed (biology)

17. Speculated 48. Becomes

20. Followers 49. Unstressed-stressed
21. Jumpers 50. Chinese Muslim

22. Crunches federal numbers 51. Bosnian ethnic group
23. Greek portico 54. With embellishment

25. Abode of God and the angels  59. Living dangerously
29. Vertical spar for supporting sails ~ 62. Snake pose

33. Joe , British actor and 63. Raccoonlike mammal of

playwright Central and South America
34. Compass point 64. Remove the edges from
35. Characters in 1 inch of tape 65. & & &
(computers) 66. Substance produced from pine
36. Name of God 67. New England river
CLUES DOWN
1. Joseph , stage producer 29. 12 inches (plural)
2. Little , comic character 30. True firs
3. Essential oil obtained from 31. Slew
flowers 32. Prongs
4. Minijatures 37. Pea stem (British)
5.About a South American 39. Local church community
mountain system 40. Denotes three
6. In , made in glass 43. Long, projecting nose
7. Root of “out” 46. Greek prophetesses
8. Born 47. Romanian city
9. Branch 48. Bush’s state capital
10. Utter a cry 50. Country on Hispaniola
11. Maori war dance 51. Prevents harm to creatures
12, Caricatured 52. gate, lengthen
13. Intersperses 53. Foray
18. O’Neill, playwright 54. the night before
19, Medicinal plant Christmas
23. Birdcalls 55. Semiaquatic salamanders
24. Card having three spots 56. Turkish monetary unit
25. Georgetown team 57. Clapton, musician
26. Wipe out 58. Showing
27. Greek mountain 60. Company that rings receipts
28. Swearing to the truth 61. Any thick, messy substance

Answers on Page 21-A

much as possible. All it takes is one cast for the
game changer of your fishing life. What’s the
best tactics you say? Let’s ponder the strate-
gies that may assist you to your angling success.

March was a very rainy month with the water
clarity taking a severe beating. The first wave
of spawners pulled into the shallows late in the
month and the chatterbait took it’s share of giants
to the scales. The next wave in April will be the
biggest by far as the main lake water temps are
in the mid sixties currently and should warm to
the upper sixties by the next full moon. This is
when the giants will be caught off beds, if you
can see them, but the bigger giants will be taken
when the shad start to spawn. That will happen
once the surface temps reach about seventy de-
grees and there won’t be a swimbait left in sight
for purchase. Fork is an excellent lake for swim-
baits especially when the lake is on the clear side.
Unfortunately, the pond is not as transparent as
I would like to see but it will do in a rush. There
are several large swimbaits being sold around the
lake and you can choose the one that strikes your
fancy. Huge glide baits have been the recent craze
and be prepared to let loose of plenty of cash to
wield one of these bad boys. Gizzard shad col-
ors work best for the hard sided lunker catchers
and always throw them on heavy mono or stout

braid. For the soft plastic versions, use brighter
colors for the off colored water and more trans-
lucent baits for the clearer water. The next step is
determining which hook to rig on these giant plas-
tic bass offerings. I recommend a 10/0 hook for
the full size baits and a 7/0 hook for the minnow
size swimmers. From that point you will need
to focus on the right depth where the slounches
will be hiding and how much weight should be
on the hook. Start with no weight and work your
way down to a 10/0 weight weighted with 3/4
ounce. This tactic will cover the important levels
in the water column and start you on your way.
Next 1s “where”? You can never go wrong with

304 RICHARDS ST
QUITMAN, TX

903-760-BEER

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

H Monday thru

(See April is True......
Continued on Page 20-A)

Fish Friendly
Practice C.P.R.

If you would like
B il
FISERRMAN'S
 Ems

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year

Hours
10 AM till
9PM

Saturday
Closed
Sundays

“After a hard day of (12 Issues)
fishing, there is no need % For Only $30,
. ”» N Send check or
to go thirsty 2 | Money Order
We Have All Of 158 SMain ST HWY 37 Name & Address to:
ocCc
Your Favorite m 3; 3 The Fisherman's
Beverages Here! z o Guide News
IN | 538 PR 5861
Ko McAllister Street
- 2 4 Yantis, TX.,
_ 2 75497
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% County . .
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TPWD, Partners Launch Arundo Awareness Campaign

Arundo donax, an inva-
sive, non-native plant, is
devastating Texas water-
ways. It causes erosion,
increases the risk of fire,
worsens  flooding and
harms native aquatic life.

For several years, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) and part-
ners have been working to
manage invasive Arundo
on creeks and rivers in the
Hill Country, offering treat-
ment at no cost to landown-
ers in priority areas, and
expanding efforts to new
areas. But help from key
allies in roadside mainte-
nance, fill material supply,
road and bridge construc-
tion is needed to support
these efforts and stop the
spread of this aggressive in-
vader into our waterways.
The Texas Parks and Wild-

life Department is launch-
ing a new awareness and
prevention campaign de-
veloped in partnership with
the Nueces River Author-
ity, Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension and the Texas
Department of Transporta-
tion. The campaign is call-
ing on construction and
road maintenance person-
nel to watch for Arundo and
learn how to properly treat
this invasive plant at the
source to prevent its spread.

Arundo, sometimes
known as giant reed, giant
cane or carrizo cane, is easy
to spot when it’s full grown
- it looks a lot like com
or bamboo, but has thick
stalks that can reach up to
30 feet tall and forms large,
dense colonies that are often
found along roadside rights
of way. Its roots and frag-

ments, which can contami-
nate construction fill dirt
and other aggregate mate-
rial, are harder to identify.
Keeping the invasive plant
out of waterways depends
on leaming to recognize
and treat Arundo so that
mowing and construction
activities don’t introduce
it and cause an infestation.

“We encourage every-
one providing fill dirt or
aggregate to familiarize
themselves with Arundo,
look for it growing on their
facilities and leam how
to properly treat it so that
fragments don’t find their
way into supply loads,”
said Angela England,
TPWD aquatic invasive
species  biologist. “Get-
ting rid of Arundo at the

source and taking care not
(See Arundo Awareness.....
Continued on Page 22-A)

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba  WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

==~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca

* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha

A Salon For The

Whole Family!

Alba, Tx. 75410-0244

INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLAR
IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

If you do not have a boat or just want to spend an enjoyable day on the lake fishing
in someone else's boat - hire a guide!!! However, if you have invested thousands
of dollars in a boat and equipment, or know someone who has, and want to spend
enjoyable time on the water, call me!!! For a fraction of the cost of a guide trip, I
will help you master your electronics to locate fish. I will help you learn the lake so
you can find and catch fish with the fishing equipment you already have and I will
provide the lures. I specialize in jig fishing for bass (and crappie). I instruct in all
the new fish catching techniques as well as the basics. I look forward to hearing
from you soon. Excellent fly fishing and outstanding bass fishing trips on Private
Lake near Lake Fork. Call Roy Greer at 903-765-2075 or Write to P.O. Box 244,

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Improve Fishing Techniques
* Jigs ¢ Spoons * Carolina Rigs « Wacky Worms ¢ Light Tackle Drop Shotting
* Lure Selection * Lure Presentation * Reading Structure (Electronics)
* Aquatic Vegetation » Night Fishing ¢ Fly Fishing
CLINIC ON BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK
Roy Greer (903) 765-2075

%, e-mail: roy@thebassclinic.com
website: www.thebassclinic.com

Crappie
Trips

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.

Pt 903-383-7121
Q\S "Store Hours: Mon.~Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 9:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

| Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!
o S Now Open

Serving All
The

Favorites!!!
Gumbo, Cajun Fried Fish, Frog Legs,

New Orleans Boiled Shrimp, Red
Beans & Rice, Oyster PoBoys, BYOB
Friday & Saturday 4pm to 9pm
Are You Ready for Some

“Crawfish”

WE PROUDLY SERVE “The Sweet Shop”
HENRY'S HOMEMADE
Open Friday and
Saturday
4 pm ~9 pm

Open Tuesday

& 7& 0;‘{8 sw’é" ru ovaturdaa
Sanduicl: Stop tll:) anslfsgnz

" Now Serving Grilled Hamburgers & Cheeseburgers

= NEW ITEM

NOW IN

Cajun Rops STOCK!!!
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Mutel-Lndges -RV Park
Tent Camping-Boat Ramp
Tackle/Gift Store-Restaurant
e Gasajmemepeme-WIFl . 3

275 CH 1558 » Alba, TX 75410 & S01-765-27T84 & wwaw. lakefarkmarina.com

5 miles N of Alba on Hwy.17

§ﬂ§ sical” m@mi@g

Paul Bacon
Licensed

Master Physical

— AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT
TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain * Pre/Post Op Rehab

* Joint Pain Or Injury
* (GGeriatric Ailments
* Chronic Headaches

* Sports Injuries
* Workers’ Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

-474-9430

90Q]§ Lennon

Emory, Texas

“The

“Fork’s Sprmg

By Terri Moon

The fun thing about
this time of year is
you never know what
you might catch un-
der a bobber! There
is nothing better than
hearing the words —
“Bobber  Down!”It
could be a crappie —
could be a bass — or
catfish and still to
come is when my fa-
vorite — the bream
move in! We’ve just
been waiting on water
temperatures to get
right. It would come
so close, and then
those mornings in the
30’s would once again
delay their progress.
But those 60 degree
nights really got them
going again! They
are finally “commit-
ting” to the shallows.

It has mainly been
males until the last
couple of days. The
BIG girls are starting
to move in! The full
moon was March 31
— so, the first of April
should kick off a lot
of excitement. Some
days they want just a
hook and minnow -
some days a jig and
minnow — and some
days just a jig — and
it doesn’t hurt to put
a Berkley crappie
Nibble on! So if you
don’t have access to
minnows, try to keep
a jar of these on hand.
They will definitely
improve your catch.
Also, don’t be afraid
to throw tiny crank-
baits or small spin-
nerbaits. Run them
along grass lines
and flats and around
brush. This is a great
way to help locate

“The risherman’s Cuide. News You Can Use**
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crappie. Even the bass
fishermen are catch-
ing some giant crap-
pie on the larger ver-
sions of these baits.

We are now find-
ing 62 — 68 degree
water and that is the
best temps for spawn-
ing to begin. We are
targeting 1 to 3 ft.
with Lake Fork Tack-
les blue & pearl and
cajun cricket “Live

Baby Shad”. Also,
Boneheads “Slim
Stick” in bluegrass

and black and char-
treuse (these work
good when its over-
cast or murky wa-
ter.) If you’re shoot-
ing docks or bridge
pylons, Bubba Baits
in electric chicken
and white/chartreuse
are producing. We
are catching mostly
males shallow and the
girls are staging in —
so don’t be afraid to
check a little deeper
for them. They can be
holding in 6 to 12 ft.
Keep an eye on that
depth finder. It will
show you how deep
you need to target.
For those of you that

Moon Report”

On!”

Spawn Is

have Lowrance units,
you need to check out
the new “fish reveal”
download that’s avail-
able. It’s amazing the
clarity and enhance-
ment of the fish and
structure. Thank you
Clyde McAfee for
downloading this to
my Carbon and Gen
3 unit. It sure takes
the guesswork out of
what you’re seeing!

It’s been an excit-
ing month getting ac-
customed to my new
Skeeter Solera. It’s
truly been a “Joy”
climbing into this
beautiful boat every-
day to go fishing! It’s
been a blessing be-
yond belief! The fish
ability of this Solera
1s gettingrave reviews
from my customers.
They love it as much
as I do! It’s amazing
the thought that was
put into to making
this boat so comfort-
able and if you’re
wondering how it
does in shallow wa-
ter, I’ve been fishing
in 1-2 ft. of water with

(Continued on Next Page)
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no problem! I’'malways inand out of Lake Fork
Marina and if you would like to take a look
at this Solera, I promise you’ll be impressed!
Ifyou’re new to Lake Fork, be sure and stop by
Lake Fork Marina to see their new tackle store.
It’s incredible and they will have all your crap-
pie fishing needs. They’ve got it ALL! While
you are there, I hope you get to meet “Sweet
Buddy” the L.F.M. “Camp Dog”. For those of
you that know Buddy and his sad story, [ want
you to know he’s gaining weight and feeling
better and definitely feeling the love from all
of you. Your kindness of donations to his care

has been greatly appreciated! I post regular
updates on Buddy on my facebook page if
you would like to keep up with his progress.

I’m looking forward to the great fishing
that’s ahead of us and wish you all the best!

Also sending love and prayers to my
brother John who’s going through serious
health issues and severe pain. Love to All!

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your

Trips To Lake Fork With

“The Fisherman’s Guide News”
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Boat Trailer Steps by Easy Step Systems LLC Fi lxed and Swmg
Away Models Available Five Easy Step Models To Choose F rom

Easy Step Sys-tem
boat trailer steps:

* No more crawling on
your hands and knees

* No more slipping,
searching for the fender
* No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
e No more scratching
trailer fenders with your
shoes

* No more worrying
about loading or un-
loading your boat by
yourself

* Has a handrail to hold
when entering and exit-
ing

* Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish

pearance.
e Capacity rating
400 Ibs.

New From
Easy Step System

3 - Step Side Mount

Model ESS-3 18-SM

Offset to allow more
mounting options

400-1b load limit

The ESS-3

A 3-step Powder-Coated
Steel model that fits most
air, aluminum, bass, flats,

and pleasure boat trailers.
Easy Step System
boat trailer steps
mount to the tongue
or frame of your
trailer so you can
load or unload
everyone and
everything on or off
of your boat safely
and easily while still
on the trailer.
Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away
tongue trailers.

The ESS-3-SS
A 3-step Galva-

nized Steel model

that fits most air,

aluminum,

The ESS-4

A 4-step model that
fits most bay, center
console, and high bow
pleasure boat trailers.

bass,

flats, and pleasure

boat trailers.

Endorsed By:

The ESS-4-SS

A 4-step Galvanized
Steel model that fits
most bay, center con-
sole, and high bow
pleasure boat
trailers.

""The Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”,
The Fisherman's Guide News, 'Bassin With Bubba'
The Wish To Fish Foundation

E Proud Sponsor of the “14th Annual Legend
of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”

for a lasting new 2p- (Call 800-966-1502 Mon. - Fri. 8a.m. to Sp.m.

web: www.easystepsystem.com email: info@easystepsystem.com
Follow me and I will make you fishers of men. ~ Matthew 4:19 ~
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“Knowing What To Look For!”

By Michael McFarland

Spring has sprung here
in North East Texas and
Lake Fork is on fire. We
have seen several Share
Lunkers this year so far
including a bass over
15 pounds. In addition
to this there have been
many fish caught in the
10 pound range and the

b
- -

guides are off to an awe-
some season. March and
April are great months
to understand how
predator fish use shell
beds. The big females
use these locations
more often this time of
year for both prespawn
and post spawn feed-
ing. Shell beds act as a
reef of life, exactly as

a coral reef is in the
ocean. A high source of
plankton in these areas
1s food for the clams,
crawfish, threadfin
shad, gizzard shad and
all sorts of other small
species of fish and bait.
This highly active food
source attracts predator
fish of all species and
more specifically big

fish that feed on small
fish. When 1 say shell
beds, I do not mean
the dead shells you see
blown up on the shore-
line. Somewhere out in
front of the dead shells
there are live shells.
By learning how to use
your sonar you can lo-
cate these live shell bed
areas and expect with

enough time the fish
will come to feed. This
image shows the double
echo that your look-
ing for on your sonar.
A double echo suggest
an extremely fast return
which usually is a shell
bed or an extremely
hard surface like con-
crete or solid rock. A
triple echo potentially

is a zebra or quaga mus-
sel bed or even possibly
an over sensitive setting
on your sonar. | depend
on my sonar this time of
year to find secret loca-
tions that not everyone
is fishing. If you would
like to see this first
hand, please look me up
and book a trip. I wish
you all great fishing.

Michael McFarland

Lake Fork Guide Service
Individual * Group * Corporate
* Instructional & Beginner Trips
All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods,
reels and tackle all provided and inclusive
with this ad. Specializing in teaching, from
the beginning basics all the way through to

=k the career pro level. High school team dis-

counts!!! Remember to take a kid fishing or
hunting. There is nothing more rewarding
than the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

Lowrance Broadband Recording Made Between Two Islands

Second Echo
First Echo

Individual Fisn

Thermocline

Fish Stacked Up

on Bluff

(Hwy 69)

Emory, TX 75440
(903) 473-0061

Clean, spacious rooms

and suites. Close to Lake
Fork, Lake Tawakoni and
Canton First Monday

Trades Day! Located at
TX-276 and US 69.

381W.Lemon Dr.'BENT TREE
MoreL 'Y
2 Y

1026 E. Lennon Dr.

(Hwy 69)

Emory, TX 75440
(003) 4732022

hook.hestwestern.com

Premier rooms and amenities

including: Banquet Room,

Swimming Pool and Hot Tub,

Business and Fitness Center

and boat parking. Located at
FM 515 and US 69,
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Lake Fork Anglers “Tale of Two Co-Anglers”

By Bruce Allen

In the tournament held on March 8th out of the Min-
now Bucket the weather was good for a change.
Well it did start out cold at 6:30 AM. Around the
mid-30’s when the anglers headed out onto Lake
Fork for the 5th tournament of the new year.

But when the sun peaked over the trees it warmed up
pretty fast and so did the fishing. Most of the time when

you have paired parties in a boat the boater will dominate
and the co-anglers get used to fishing behind or what is
known as “used”” water. On this particular Thursday two
of the co-anglers put a whooping on their boaters and
unbeknown to them they were using the same technique.

John Markos of Paris, Tx fishing behind Robert Gaylor
of Lake Fork was throwing a chatterbait with a swim
bait trailer. Fishing in Rogers Creek they immediately
got on some good fish and really tore them for couple

BY FISEERNET FOR FISHERUEL

Motel, Lodge,
RV Park
Bass Lantern

Restaurant
“All Newly Remodeled!”

* Lakeside Pavilion

903 878-2500 Fax: 903 878-7131 Hwy. 154, Lake Fork

Perfect for Tournaments
and Outdoor Events

* Beautiful Lake View

* Modern Store

* Full Tackle

* Bait

Paved Parkmg Lot & Drive

* Gas at the pump & On
the water at the pier

* Dump Station

* Big Fish Aquarium

* Paved Parking

* Fish Cleaning
Station

* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites

*RV & Tent
Camping

* Satellite TV
* Wi-Fi
Now Available

Outside Pavilion Great For
Tournaments, Family Reunions,
Social Gatherings

Paved Parking Room Fronts

We Now Fill Propane Bottles
email: MinnowOne@aol.com

web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

of hours. When the catching waned, they moved over
to Long Branch and John caught one more keeper.
So, they went back to Rogers to find a couple of se-
niors (not from our club) sitting in the exact spot they
had been catching them in. And they related that they
had since caught a nine and a seven. John came in
first for the co-angler side with 16.53 with a 5.08 LB
lunker. John’s comment “Never leave fish to find fish”.
All of Robert’s fish came on a green lizard on a c-rig.
And then there is John Berech of Garland, Tx. John
generally fishes as a co-angler but has a boat and if
the club is short on boaters will fill in as he was do-
ing on the 8th. He also caught the majority of his
15.95 LB second place weight with a real nice 22 %"
lunker that came in at 6.89 LB co-angler lunker for the
day on a chatter bait rimmed with a small swim bait.
The results for the tournament are as follows:
The Lake Fork Anglers Point Tournament
Twice monthly results for March 8th were re-
ally good. The fish that were caught mainly
came on drop shots, wacky rigs and bladed jigs.
Lake Fork anglers format is a draw style paper tour-
nament where slot fish count. All fish are mea-
sured, recorded and released on the spot year-round.
Fach boat has a boater and a co-angler that re-
volve each tournament. No permanent teams.
Only the best five count. ~ Boater Results:

Ist place goes to Don Overstreet with
7 bass for 1125 b and a lunker of 3.95
2nd place goes to Galen Smith with
9 bass for 973 Ib. with a 225 lunker.
3rd place went to Robert Gaylor with
7 bass for 915 b with a 331 lunker
4th  place went to Randy Steele with
5 bass for 888 with a 346 lunker
5t place went to Bill Ailes with
2 bass for 582 with a 346 lunker
Co-Angler Results:

Ist place goes to John Markos with 7
bass for 1653 b with a 508 lunker.

2nd place goes to John Berech with 5 bass for
1595 1b. with THE co-angler lunker of 6.89.
3rd place went to Ken Kielbas with
5 bass for 88 Ib with a 323 lunker
4th  place went to  Gene  Shoemak-
er with 3 bass for 644 b with a 2.88 lunker.
5t place went to Charlie Amold with
3 bass for 582 with a 346 lunker

Spring is here kids and the fish are biting from
10’ to the bank. A total of 70 bass were caught on
a great day with the water temps right around 55.
The LFA  fishes every Thursday — dur-
ing the month on three different formats.
Not all of our 50+ members fish every week or even
all three formats on a regular basis. We are seniors
and fish when we have the time. And because we are
mostly seniors we are adamant in making sure there is
always two anglers in a boat. Both for safety and for
sharing, leaming and making an enjoyable day of it.
E-mail me at sjbasser@aol.com or call 903-
440-2797 for info. Go to www.bassfin.com to
see our rules etc. We only fish at Lake Fork.
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Bob Buechner from St. Louis, MO., was fish- Jesse from Kansas City was fishing with Lake
ing with Lake Fork guide Whitt Smith when he water!” This is a newly hatched group of baby Fork guide Andrew Grills when he caught this
caught this nice hawg on March 26, while fish- alligators photo taken by Jason Smith on Sun- nice bass weighing 9-pounds 14-ounces. (Cour-
ing in 8 to 10’ of water. Weight not provided. day, March 25. I just wonder where Mom and Zesy Photo Andrew Grills Guide Service)

Dad were!

Help Us To Be The Best.... Plan Your
Trips To Lake Fork With “The
Fisherman’s Guide News”

News or Photos Send to

= fishnews@lakefork.net
Foy Jacurri. wiho is crsdibeed wirtth neenling oesd  mpr=

keting the first indegrmied whirlpool bath in 1968, came The spadraw-sized 21l 0wl ks only 5 ta 8 Inshas bpag. or call: 903-383-7748 or
froam & femily of inventors who are creditled with inven- Fouwnd In America’s southweastera deseris, 1t 1s the 903 360 6994

| Sgricurturat pump. e o ctre. ncluding an| | smaliest owl In the worla.
HIDEAWAY HARBOR

LS LAKE FORK Y:rilss,cTFyfﬁajgr ‘ . %
1845 CR 1987 2 at
YANTIS, TX. ET v wk_ n 2
75497 T E.,Tp;;'g.;..i;; L

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP

Make Your Reservations Today
Bait & Tackle Shop ¢ Live Bait ¢ Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping
E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website

WWW.hideawa‘i'harbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-5203




Page 164

The rishermanmn’s Cuide. News You Can Use*

Pond King Inc. Donates Artificial Fish Habitats to Lake Fork

By Don Hampton

If you love Lake Fork and are concerned with
the future of this great reservoir, the only ques-
tion left is, “Why aren’t you a member of the
Lake Fork Sportsmans Association?” This is a
great organization consisting of members that put
Lake Fork forefront in preserving, promoting and
protecting the Legend that is Lake Fork, from the
raising of water lilies and button bushes in league
with Yantis High School students to be distrib-
uted around the lake to enhance the habitat and
also assisting TPWD in distributing fingerlings to
key areas on the lake. It is no wonder they have
been inducted in the Texas Fishing Hall of Fame.

On March 19th Pond King Inc. (www.pondk-

Lake Fork

ing.com) donated $6,000 of artificial fish habi-
tats to be placed in Lake Fork. The ‘Honey
Hole Shrub’ is a fish habitat to increase and
attract marine life, including all species and
baitfish. Harlan Nichols, Senior Fisheries Bi-
ologist with Pond King Inc. delivered the arti-
ficial habitat and they were assembled by vol-
unteers of the LFSA at Highway 17 boat ramp.
The Honey Hole fish habitats are constructed
of poly dome with 84 polyethylene limbs 26”
each. After placement in the lake, the Honey
Hole shrubs furnish 32” in height by 6’ width
of cover. “This fish structure will never decay
and never needs to be replaced,” Harlan stated.
Upon the simple construction of the fish habi-
tats they were placed on the volunteer’s pon-

toon boat and the LFSA Live Release boat
to be placed in two select areas. Kevin Story,
TPWD District 38 Management Supervisor
of the Inland Fisheries Division based in Ty-
ler, marked with buoys the two areas for place-
ment on each side of Hwy. 515 west bridge.
The GPS coordinates of the Honey Hole
Shrubs are available for all anglers. The lo-
cations will be posted on the Lake Fork page
of TPWD’S website https://tpwd.texas.gov/
For more information and the services that
Pond King provides, go to www.pondking.com.
If you wish to become a member of the Lake
Fork Sportsmans Association, their monthly meet-
ings are held the second Tuesday of each month
beginning at 6:45p.m. at Tiffany’s Restaurant.

BOAT ACCESSORIES®

Installathn Specialists

Lowrance, Hunimingbird, Garmin Depth Finders
Minnkota, MotorGuide and Other Trolling Motors
Lighting, All Wiring, Gages, Pumps, Accessorigs
" Sale of New Parts or Installation of Your Own Parts
On The Water Equipment Demonstration Available

PLEASE.GIVE US A CALL TODAY
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

C¢ BLUEWATERLED

LOWRANCE

(205) 441-5399
1

Authorized Installer & Dtstrtbutor

Boats, Trallers,-Mgtorcycles, Golf Carts, Mojer Homes--
“-All ]omts Soldered Jomt toJ oint T

e B ~ Lifetime Warranty - o .
: Convemently Locafed.on:Lake Fork - .+~
. ™ Most Credlt Cards Accepted ~ x
4 ! Fogr LR
BILL MACON WES ROWELL

lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

' (713) 410-0311

T

PLEASE DON’T LITTER, KEEP LAKE FORK BEAUTIFUL!
et o S A

Y ol
[ Creee | ANDI 4,

Lake Fork’s Northeast Marlna

“Where the Fish and the Coffee Bite”

5409 F.M. 2966 Yantis, TX 75497
Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 6am to 6pm, Closed Mondays

Water Accessible * New Fishing Pier and Gangway
- Concrete Boat Ramp (Ask Us About An Annual Pass)

19 RV Spots Now Available
1200 sqft Fisherman’s Studio Sleeps 4
903-383-3408

Owners:
Kathy and Phil Shadwell

MARINA o RV

Fishing Tackle
Cold Drinks ¢ Coffee
Ice * Snacks
Friendly New Owners
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Texas Game Wardens Crack Down on Illegal

Wildlife

No Sale! That was
the message nearly
two dozen willing on-
line sellers of illegal
wildlife resources re-
ceived from Texas
game wardens, along
with citations, during
a Wild Web crackdown
conducted recent-
ly in the Metroplex.

Texas game wardens
made multiple crimi-
nal cases against indi-
viduals attempting to
make online sales of
various threatened and
protected wildlife spe-
cies, as well as state
and federally regulated
natural resources. Nav-
igating through inter-
net forums and online
marketplaces =~ where
trade in both live wild-
life and wildlife parts
are known to occur,

Trade

in
wardens were able to
negotiate  undercover
transactions with will-
ing sellers to purchase
things like a taxider-
mied great blue heron,
raptor talons, Ameri-
can alligator heads
and live box turtles.

“The illegal sale and
exploitation of wildlife
resources 1s a global
problem that has a di-
rect negative effect on
the State of Texas and
could lead to the loss
of Texas native spe-
cies, either through the
harvest of native spe-
cies or introduction
of non-indigenous in-
vasive species,” said
Col. Grahame Jones,
Law Enforcement Di-
rector with the Texas
Parks and Wildlife De-
partment. “Wildlife

Dallas/Fort

Worth

trafficking online is a
major problem and we
want to send a message
loud and clear that it
will not be tolerated.”

During the operation,
game wardens con-
ducted 20 cases using
online searches and
mobile apps to uncover
illegal items for sale.
The investigations net-
ted numerous seizures
of wildlife resources,
and resulted in issu-
ance of 18 citations and
18 warnings. Citations
included charges for
sale and possession of
threatened and or pro-
tected species, sale of
migratory duck parts,
sale of American alliga-
tor parts (no retail deal-
er permit), commercial

(See Texas Game Wardens.
Continued on Page 21-A)

Whispering
Woods LLC

Promotional Products
Graphics « Signs « Fundraisers
T-Shirts « Hats « Apparel

641-777-0667

www.whisperingwoodsllc.com

9th ANNUAL WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP
BASS ON THE FLY
FISHING TOURNAMENT

. SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2018

é{ 6:00 am — 2:00 pm at LAKE FORK MARINA
RODS, REELS AND FLIES MUST BE EXCLUSIVELY FOR

‘ ; | FLY FISHING. THIS IS A CATCH-PHOTO-RELEASE

TOURNAMENT.
CATEGORIES:
BOATERS: 1-2 PERSON TEAM, 5-FISH PHOTOS, TOTAL
LENGTH; BIG BASS. KAYAK*: INDIVIDUAL, 5-FISH
PHOTOS, TOTAL LENGTH; BIG BASS (* kayak, float
tube, pontoon, or bank fishermen. No power.)
CLUB TROPHY: 3 BIG FISH, total length for
Club/Organization.

COST: $60/PERSON, includes $5 big bass pot.
PAYOUT: 1-$1200, 2nd-$800, 3-$500, 4-$300, 5-$200, 6-10
$100. Big Bass - $300, $200. (Based on 100 entries.)
PLANNED ACTIVITIES:

FRIDAY - 1-5pm- FREE CASTING CLINICS HOURLY,
PRODUCT BOOTHS, KAYAK DEMOS, CASTING CON-
TESTS FOR PRIZES; 3-6pm - optional BIG SUNFISH
TOURNEY $10.

SATURDAY - 9am-NOON- FREE
CASTING CLINICS HOURLY, KAYAK
DEMOS 2:00 pm- PHOTO “WEIGH-IN”;
3:00pm-DOOR PRIZES. FFI-TEXAS COUNCIL KAYAK
DRAWING
REGISTRATION: ONLINE at ianglertournament.com, You
must have a smart phone to take and transmit photos. MAIL
to Bass on the Fly, P.O.Box 173, Yantis, TX 75497. ON SITE
Noon-9:00PM Friday or 5-6:00AM Saturday, cash only. Must
be received by April 16 to be ELIGIBLE FOR DRAWING
FOR A SAGE FLY ROD.
CHECK-IN:ALL CONTESTANTS MUST CHECK-IN AT
THE TOURNAMENT SITE
FRIDAY or before 6:00am SATURDAY.
Check the website, www.bassonthefly.org, for more info. or
contact twarren60@gmail.com.

Proceeds benefit Reel Recovery and FFI-Texas Council.
SPONSORS: Temple Fork Fly Rods, Skeeter Boats, Umpqua
Flies, Tailwaters, Simms, Sage Rods, Redington, Rio Lines,
Smith Optics, Mariner-Sails, Lake Fork Marina, Lone Star
Fly Fishers, Cliffs, Ranger Boats, Gypsy Jack Lures, East Texas
Fly Fishers, Gray Wolf Fly Shop.
Produced by Bass on The Fly, LLC
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‘Pack of Knowledge’ ‘“Carolina Rigging Shallow Water’

By Andrew Grills

The Carolina Rig is a top producer here on Lake
Fork in the Summer and Fall when fish are stacked
up on offshore structure. However, it’s not often
thought of as a shallow water technique. With
some minor modifications, the Carolina Rig might
just become one of your “go to” rigs for spring.

There are times when this rig will out fish anything
you can throw at them. It covers water efficiently,
catches fish of all sizes, and is very easy to fish.
All of these benefits are great from the stand point
of a fishing guide, entertaining customers of all

f ==

903-638-1170

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

skill levels. I find the finesse Carolina rig is one of
the most “customer friendly” techniques out there.
I will use this rig in several situations. It’s a
great rig for windblown points, humps, and
pond dams. When fishing these structures during
the prespawn period, this rig will enable you to
maintain contact with the bottom and your lure.
One of the best guide trips I have ever had, was
using this rig with a young married couple who
were both novice anglers. The wind was gusting
over 30mph and I had no choice but to tie up to a
stump near a shallow pond dam. They proceeded
to catch 37 bass up to 9lbs in just a few hours!
The finesse Carolina rig can be rigged on casting
or spinning gear. For customers who have trouble
learning to use a baitcast reel, I can rig up a spin-
ning reel with 20-30lb braid, and attach a 15lb
fluorocarbon leader and they’re in business. On
casting equipment, I use 20lb fluorocarbon main
line, and a 15Ib fluorocarbon leader. 3/160z is a
good starting point for sinker weight, but around
grass | may go as light as 1/8oz. If the wind is
really blowing, you can go as heavy as needed
to maintain contact with the rig. A seven foot,
medium-heavy action rod, with a medium to high
gear ratio reel is a good setup for this application.
I like to add a glass bead between the sinker
and the swivel. This makes some clicking nois-

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

es that may attract some attention and it also
helps protect the knot. I usually measure my
leader length from my elbow to the tip of my
finger, which is about 18 inches. Finesse wormes,
baby brush hogs, and flukes are great choices
to complete the rig, the fluke being my favor-
ite. A 3/0 Gamakatsu EWG hook is a perfect fit.

I think the key to success with this rig is employ-
ing a painstakingly slow retrieve. Often, my bites
come while I’'m holding my rod with one hand
while talking to my customers. I try to count the
rocks, roots, or shells my sinker is crawling over.

Hopefully this information will add to your suc-
cess this spring. It’s a simple rig that we’ve all prob-
ably used before, but may have forgotten about.
If I can be of any assistance to you on your trip
to Lake Fork, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

S A TR e

SREBRECK FISH FINDER

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT

OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Ground Round

903-342-0300

308 E Coke Rd  Winnsboro, TX

At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless
Pork Chops

Custom Smoking For The Holidays

Deer Processing (Seasonal) Eoneiess
Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and Deli Meats
Smoked Sausage ¢ E.E. Wilson Syrup ¢ Honey ¢ Ribbon Chicken
Cane * Sorgham * Moonshine Syrup Breast & Cheese

) Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed Monday
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; Clark Kelly was ﬁshmg Lake Fork with guide
Cralg Cain caught this nice bass ﬁshlng Lake Danny Holder when he caught this nice bass
Fork in March with guide Randy Oldfield. tilting the scales at 9.1-pounds. C.P.R. (Cour-

Weight not provided. C.P.R. tesy Photo Danny Holder Guide Service)
J & M Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX

Bobby Woolly was fishing Lake Fork in . . wor
March when he caught this nice bass weighing Licensed Professional &
10.25-pounds. C.P.R. ™ { is 3 Hgh Guide
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John Morris
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April Is True Hawg Hunting on Lake ForK (coninued from page 6-4)

main lake points or secondary points especially if
they have a channel swing close by. Use a long
rod and keep casting until something gives. It
may be your arm but that’s why they make Advil.

More than likely the lake will hover around pool
level for the month so don’t rule out the Carolina
rig on main lake points especially following the
days right after a cold front. The big bass have a
habit of not chasing baits during high pressure so
the C-rig will pick up the slack. Magnum lizards,
creature baits and even small swimbaits should do

the heavy lifting. Choose dark colors for heavily
stained water and translucent colors like water-
melon red for clearer water on sunny days. Big
jigs will also play a roll on these points with the
same colors schemes as the C-rig. Graph the points
before you make a cast and check for activity. If
something shows up on the radar as my clients call
it, drop a waypoint and start casting. Also, with
cold fronts in mind, don’t give up on the shallow
fish entirely. You can back out to the first breakline
and throw a Texas rig or a senko. Use the lightest
line possible under the high skies to get the bites
you are looking for. Once you get the bite, you
can figure out how to get the beast in the boat.

If you are headed out to Lake Fork in April
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I also have
gift certificates available if you have friends or
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow
me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
davidoziolakeforkguide. I post my daily trip re-
sults on this page. I would also like to thank
Okuma Fishing and Talon Custom Lures for
making my job the blast that it is. I hope to see
a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. “Ev-
eryone who calls upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.”

4-.,! "

& Groceries

SANDWICHES
BAIT » TACKLE

Burgers « Chicken « Fresh Hot & Cold Deli Sandwiches

Large Tackle Selection « Fishing & Hunting License
ATM Open 7 Days A Week « 5:30 AM to 9 PM

24 Hour Pay At The Pump Non-Ethanol Gas

Hwy. 515 ~ 5.5 Miles East of Emory
903-473-3315

Trevor Tachibano with
David Ozio

Byron Chaves with
David Ozio

Jay Russell with
David Ozio

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

David Ozio

Practice
C.PR.

Catch * Photo

Release

A.J.’s Fish House

903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17
“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

ALL YDU CAN EAT BUFFET
southern Iried Catfish
“°With All The Fixin’s*
> Fried Shrimp ¢ Boiled Shrimp
Chicken Tenders - Hush Duppies & Fries
Dessert Included « Menu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A.M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome ¢ Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Banquet Room ¢ Seating For 400 ~ No Wait ¢
Plenty of Parking « CALL TO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW Check out Our Website:
AVAILABLE!”

www.ajsfishhouse.com

For Banquet or Catering
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Texas Game Wardens Crack Down (cContinued from Page 17-4)

exotic snake permit vi-
olations, illegal sale of
game fish, no fish deal-
er’s license, and failure
to possess a non-game
dealer permit. All cita-
tions issued were class
C misdemeanor vio-
lations punishable by
fine from $25 -- $500.

Federal laws regulat-
ing the sale of wildlife
include the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act; the
Endangered  Species
Act (which bans the
interstate or interna-
tional sell of listed spe-
cies and most products
made from them); and
the Marine Mammal

| Tasm ie Hnoywa Jov its ol
BrIR R L b B A2 3 Besed s
ing wind prorgy preducor
with wind projects gonaers
aling caver 1,200 magewstie.

Practice C.PR.

If you would like
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Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $30,
Send check or
Money Order
Name & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497

Protection Act (which
limits the sale of most
marine mammal parts
and products, other
than those crafted by
Native Alaskans).
Additional covert wild
web operations have
been conducted else-
where around the state,
with the most recent
crackdown in Houston
last May. The public is

urged to help augment
game warden efforts
by notifying Operation
Game Thiefat 800-792-
GAME about possible
illegal online wildlife
trade activity or contact
your local game warden
office. A list of game
warden offices can be
found on the Texas
Parks and Wildlife
Department web site.

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:
Wish To Fish Foundation
903-360-6994 www.wishtofishfoundation.com
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Health Search

There are 14 parts of the human body hidden
throughout the scrambled puzzle below. See how many
you can find and circle. The words go horizontally and
vertically, backward and forward.

‘NOSE
PELVIS
SKIN
THROAT
TOENAIL
TONGUE
WRIST

7~
>
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ZAYOIQAmZ—~wWOoCIm®
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina,
R.V. Park and
Professional

Guide Service

Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas

Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat
Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI
* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning
* Electronic Security Gate
RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store * Tackle * Bait * Gas

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548 Fax: (903)765-3089

Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Since
1986

(i

CAPS*SHIRTS*ETC
972-288-6954%1-800-373-9896

Production Screen Printing & Embroidery
For Tournaments, Bass Clubs,

Guide Service, Special Functions,
Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers,
Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com
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Diamond Sports Marine
43910 W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake For
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge
903-383-7829

Now The Newest Skeeter Dealer In Tex'
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!
Yamaha Technician In House

Www.diamondsportsmarine.com
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| OWRANCE HUMMINBIRD

Arundo Awareness Campaign (Continued from Page 7-4)

to spread it is much more
doable than treating a full-
blown infestation caused
by these fragments. After
Arundo is established - es-
pecially in a river or ripar-
ian area - it is very difficult
and expensive to control.”

While herbicides are the
best way to treat mature
Arundo plants at the source,
if roots or fragments are
spotted in fill dirt and aggre-
gate materials, they should
be removed and disposed
in a landfill so they don’t
take root on-site. In addi-
tion to finding its way into
fill dirt and aggregate ma-
terials, Arundo can spread
at construction sites and
along roadways by hitch-
ing a ride on earthmoving
and mowing equipment.

“It’s important to remem-
ber that Arundo should nev-
er be mowed, bulldozed or
cut - that’s what distributes
the small pleces and frag-

ments that cause such big
problems,” England said.

This new, easy-to-use
training program, called
“Lessons from Arundo
Control Man,” provides
essential information about
Arundo identification,
treatment and prevention.
The program is designed to
make it easy to train anyone
working in construction,
road or park maintenance,
landscaping,  ranchland
management, or other
fields who may encoun-
ter this plant. The train-
ing program consists of a
brief video and a brochure
(available free of charge
upon request) featuring
“Arundo Control Man,” a
graphic superhero intend-
ed to inspire everyone to
kick Arundo out of Texas
roadways and waterways.
Anyone can be an Arundo
control hero by follow-
ing these simple steps:

Know the enemy: Leam
to recognize non-native
Arundo - mature plants,
roots and  fragments.
Sound the alarm: Spread
the facts about Arundo and
how to manage it. Speak
up when you see Arun-
do being mismanaged.
Be Aware: Take a good
look at fill dirt and other
aggregate materials, espe-
cially at the source or when
fill is placed near a water-
way. If Arundo pieces are
found in material, reject
the delivery or remove the
pieces. Watch for Arundo
when mowing and avoid
it or treat it with herbicide.

For help in making an
Arundo management plan,
call (512) 3894444 and
ask for an aquatic nvasive
specialist, or email Healthy-
Creeks@tpwd.texas.gov.

Help Keep Our
Lake Clean

Rellable' Ru uﬁng & Cnnstruttmn
_ Benjamin Weems ~ Owner

[ 1. Box
Winashoro, Texas 754494

Free Estimates

Notdob Too Small
A06

Wedo
» Shingle
Roofs
« Metal
Rools
And

PH: 903-945-E196

Toll Frap888-799.-8700

« Exterior
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Target Range Development Grants Available through TPWD

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
(TPWD) 1is currently
accepting applications
for target range devel-
opment grants through
April 28, 2018. The
funds are available to
qualifying applicants
from both private
and public sectors.

TPWD, with support
from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), adminis-
ters the target range
program to provide
funding for qualifying
applicants from both
the private and public
sectors that open their
shooting facilities
to the public and of-
fer hunter education.

Construction or en-
hancements of pub-
lic ranges are eligible
for these competitive

grants, made available
through funding from
the USFWS. Nonprof-
it organizations, com-
mercial target range
operators,  shooting
clubs and local gov-
ernmental  agencies
and municipalities are
eligible to apply. Ap-
plicants must provide
target range access to
the general public for
recreational shooting
and hunter education
classes and programs.

Criteria for rating
the applications were
revised in February
2018, to include a
scoring rubric meant
to support several pos-
sibilities in scoring po-
tential from applicants.

“Our goal is to in-
crease visibility within
individual criteria so
applicants can better

gauge their projects
as they work through
the application,” said
Renan Zambrano,
TPWD target range
coordinator. “We are
eager to be able to as-
sist applicants to bet-
ter understand what
information is criti-
cal to form the high-
est possible scores
for their projects.”
Applicants must pro-
vide 25 percent of the
total project cost, and
the federal grant funds
the remaining 75 per-
cent. The grants allow
recipients to enhance
their existing ranges or
to build new facilities,
including infrastruc-
ture, new ranges, stor-
age units and hunter-
education classrooms.
For more informa-
tion, visit  https://

ARMADILLO
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REASONABLE RATES
QUALITY SERVICE

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
DRrRoOP OFF & PICK UP
REPAIR WORK AT

LAKE FORK

MARINA

COME IN & CHECK OUR Low PRICES!
I WILL BE TAKING SOLDIERS
FISHING! ANY QUESTIONS CALL ME!

903-850-7131

(903) 850-7131

)
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tpwd.texas.gov/

education/hunter-

education/shooting- _ ;
SpOTts-0pportunities/ | *sryg oty pus prgote idpnittind by name inthe Bibte ar
targetrangegrants | Migheed amd {alwied, wihi Appesy fime Book of Danis.

See Us on Facebook
(Carts To Go in Texas)

Used - Refurbished - Custo

Golf Carts
214-673-1313

Friday & Saturday
10:00am-12:00pm
and 2:00pm-5:00pm
OR
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
ANYTIME

Lake Fork

One mile south of
Hwy 164 bridge
{across from Trophy Lodge)

A CLEAN CUT FOR EVERY BUDGET.

~ % A PR. FINANCING
= *0 DGWN,O FOR 48 MONTHS'
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— = 1 7400 Series
B 903-765-2726
%@ AL A US Hwy. 69N.
TRACTOR, LI C. Alba, Texas
FPittsbeaerrg 903-856-6548
TRACTOR, INC. 1893 US 271
Serving Northeast Texas Since 1925 Pittsburg, Texas
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Service In The Lake Fork Area
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30 BASS Tournament
All Boats Makes, Models Welcome
Ma 18, 19&20 2018

s Guaranteed in
Cash & Prizes

BEHEfIIIHg “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

ERAND PRIZES INCLUDE:

(1) Legend Bass Boat & Three (3) Triton Bass Boats, Powered by Mercury,
MotorGuide, Lowrance Electron
To Be Awarded For: 2 for the 2 Heaviest Bass Over The Slot
1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot, 1 for Draw Boat (Triton TR'-1E}
(Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)

10 Puaces Pap Houry 15T — 8500 2w —$400 « 3ro—$300 « JH—$200 = Gm— $175
» BrH—3150 o 7m~—$125+ Bm—$110 » Jm—3$100 « 1sr Our of v $100 EC

For more inrormaTioN cat: 903-360-6994 or 903-383-T148 Emair: nsNews@1AKEFORK.NET

All Tournament Contestants can
Purchase Temple Fork Outfitters Rods $178 Retail ~ $60 Each (Assortment of Sizes)
Early Entry Incentive: Only Early Entries Qualify for Drawing To Win a 2018 Triton 1R-18, Powered by
Mercury, MotorGuide, & Lowrance Electronics. To Qualify for Drawing, Entries must be received

on or before April 30, 2018.
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