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Lee Ann Gray from Ada, OK., caught this 12-lb. 
hawg fishing Lake Fork in April. This was her 
personal best, you can tell by the smile. C.P.R.

Mike McWhorter caught his personal best fish-
ing Lake Fork weighing 11-lbs. on 4/7/19 while 
fishing with his buddy Stephen Bowlby. C.P.R.

Robert Lane caught this Lake Fork Hawg weigh-
ing 11-lbs. 14 oz. using  a red Rattle Trap on 
March 28th. C.P.R.

Mack Green  was fishing Lake Fork when he 
caught this really nice bass weighing 11.52-lbs. 
the youth of today is the future of fishing. C.P.R.

“The Legend of Lake Fork” 15th Annual Big Bass Tournament”
May 17, 18, 19, 2019

Entries & Check In at Lake Fork Marina May 16th from 2 pm until 10 pm

By Don Hampton

  The Legend of Lake Fork 15th Annual Big 
Bass Tournament will be held May 17, 18, 19.
  If you missed the early entry and a chance to 
win the draw boat, you can still get in on the 
tournament and have a chance to win one of 
the four 2019 Charger Bass Boats to be given 
away. We will be giving away one for the early 
incentive, one for the heaviest 24” or more, 
one for the next heaviest over 24”, and one for 
the heaviest under 16”. Though state law states 
the bass can touch 16”, tournament rule is it 
cannot touch the 16” mark. The Check-It-Stick 
is the official measuring board of the tourna-
ment.
  Each Charger Boat will be equipped with 
Humminbird electronics, MinnKota trolling 
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Located on 515
Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com
Email: scenic515@peoplescom.net

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking 
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave  

* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House

“Great Rates”
Make Your  Reservations

Today!!!
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“If That’s Your Fishing Hole, Where’s Your Mail-box?”
By Don Hampton

  When Bubba speaks of owning something, you 
can bet it is definitely his stuff. He is also very 
possessive over his stuff! Everyone knows Bubba 
needs stuff especially Bubbette and when he gets 
out of hand getting stuff, she puts him straight 
again. What Bubba truly cannot understand is 
people laying claim to something that can’t pos-
sibly be theirs.
  When it comes to fishing in public waters he is 
under the impression that those waters actually 
belong to the State of Texas. He also holds dear 
the belief that anyone that purchases a fishing li-
cense and abides by the laws can fish those wa-
ters anytime and anywhere they so desire. After 
all this is Texas and Bubba even has a bumper 
sticker that reads, “MADE IN TEXAS BY TEX-
ANS”. So, what Bubba would really like to know 
is if there has been a new “Homestead Act” put 
in effect that he has not heard of that allows an-
glers to claim portions of water. If so he is going 
to be out of luck because Bubbette won’t let him 
get anymore stuff!
  If there has not been a new “Homestead Act” 
implemented why are so many anglers claim-
ing waters? It seems more and more that Bubba 
is hearing, “That’s my fishing hole, you can’t go 
there!” Some anglers will say this in a sportsman-
ship jest, but then again you hear some say it with 

meaning. Bubba has the tendency to laugh with 
the sportsmen and laugh at the others.
  Bubba had a long extensive conversation with 
one of the latter the other day on Lake Fork. Bub-
ba was out fishing one of his favorite spots, (it’s 
even called “Community Hump”), when he was 
made to feel like he’d eaten someone else’s fried 
chicken at a family reunion. Well, Bubba doesn’t 
stay in a hurt mood for too long at a time and 
soon put the chicken bones on another plate. He 
apologized for trespassing and not spotting the 
individual’s mailbox when he pulled in with his 
boat. Bubba didn’t let it stop there though! This 
boy has seen an Enquirer and has an inquiring 
mind.
  The next thing Bubba wanted to know was if he 
had pulled in the driveway or ran over his lawn 
because his trolling motor did tear up some lily 
pads and he didn’t want to be held responsible. 
Well this gave the other boat something to dis-
cuss, but they were soon interrupted by Bubba’s 
next question.  “What do property and school 
taxes run a year on a place like this?” Bubba 
sincerely asked. “I’ve been thinking of getting a 
place like this of my own to retire to but don’t 
know if Bubbette and me can quite afford it! And, 
seeing you are a guide, is this portion of the lake 
zoned business or residential and where does 
your property line end?” Bubba went on to add 
with all the conviction and sincerity of a Baptist 

preacher at a hot summer night tent revival. Well 
the only reply Bubba got referred to his mother 
and something about his heritage and then they 
left. He thought they didn’t show very much 
sportsmanship and they weren’t very sociable ei-
ther because they wouldn’t even accept his invita-
tion over.
  Bubba being the type of person he is didn’t wish 
to trespass on this individual’s property anymore. 
To make sure of this he followed them all day 
to see if he had any other property on the lake 
with maybe a mailbox in front of it. Bubba did 
not locate one at any of the places they went to 
and fished. He did of course mark the spots on 
his GPS and gave them to all his friends so they 
would know these spots did not belong to anyone 
and they would not be trespassing if they fished 
there. Bubba is just that kind of guy!
  Another draw back on individuals that claim 
fishing holes as their own is that now you have 
Bubba thinking! If the fish school there, shouldn’t 
you pay school taxes? If you plant a cedar tree 
there, isn’t that an improvement and property 
value would increase thus increasing your prop-
erty taxes?
  
  So, when you are out on the lake, if you are one 
of those that seriously claims a fishing hole as 
your own, Bubba just might call the tax assessor 
on you!  
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(Continued on Next Page)

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon. ~ Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 6:00 * Sun. 6:30 to 5:00

“Be

The F
ish

!”
“BeThe Fish!”

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!
Now Open
For Spring
Season!!

Now Open For Spring Season
With Crawfish And All Of The Favorites!!!

PoBoys, Fried Shrimp, Cajun Fried Fish, New 
Orleans Boiled Shrimp, Red Beans & Rice, 
BYOB ~ Friday & Saturday 4 pm to 9 pm

See The New Duckett Rods 
In  Stock  Now

New  Pro-Driven  & Terix

 Also New In  Stock  Now
Abu Garcia

Revo ALX Reels

“HOT TO GO!”
 BREAKFAST ITEMS IN STORE

Burritos,
Sausage, Egg, Cheese Biscuits

Breakfast Sandwiches
and More!!

“We Got It To Go!!!”

Legend of Lake Fork (Continued from Page 1)

motor, and Mercury 
outboard motor.
  The tournament will 
also be paying out 
10 places per hour, 8 
hours per day for the 
three days of the tour-
nament. As always 
the first angler to get 
knocked out of ninth 
place each hour will 
receive a $100 gift 
certificate.
  We will be set up and 
taking entries and do-
ing check in at Lake 
Fork Marina, (just off 
Highway 17N), tour-
nament head-quarters, 
on Thursday May 
16th from 2 pm un-
til 10 pm. On Friday 
May 17th from 5 am 
to 6 am and 4 pm to 9 
pm. On Saturday May 
18th from 5 am to 6 

am and 4 pm to 9 pm 
and Sunday May 19th 
from 5 am to 6 am. 
Anglers can fish one, 
two, or all three days 
of the tournament and 
all boats, makes, and 
models are welcome 
in this event.
  The event will also 
be hosting a T-Shirt 
hour each hour of the 
event. If an angler 
has purchased a shirt 
and has it with them 
when they weigh in 
a bass and win 1st in 
the hour they receive 
$100 on the spot for 
that hour.
  One of our new-
est sponsors for this 
event is Tartan Tack-
le. Along with the 
other baits anglers 
will receive in their 

weight bags along 
with their “Legend of 
Lake Fork” cap will 
be a sample pack of 
these baits. If an an-
gler catches the heavi-
est bass of the day on 
a Tartan Tackle bait 
they will win an extra 
$500. This should be 
some extra incentive 
to fish these baits.
  As we all know an-
glers can never get 
enough fishing stuff. 
With that in mind 
we will have Killer 
Outdoor rods for the 
anglers for only $60 
each. These are re-
ally some great rods. 
They are 7’2” MH, 
come with a protec-
tive sleeve and will 
have Legend of Lake 
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3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,
Owners Dru & Deb Davis

“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Tuesday thru Saturday

6 a.m. ~ 2:30 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu

6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials

            Homemade Pies & Desserts
Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

    HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR 1987
YANTIS, TX.
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today *Wi-Fi * Dish Network 

* Certified Scales * Bait & Tackle Shop * Live Bait 
* Fishing Pier * Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge, Grocery

Annual RV Leases Available * 3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping

Email: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website
www.hideawayharbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-2503

Fork on each one.
  This year as a special 
guest we will have 
Charlie Ingram from 
Fishing University 
present on Saturday 
and Sunday meeting 
and greeting anglers, 
families, and guests. 
We are very proud to 
have Charlie with us 
this year and invite 
everyone out to wel-
come him to our area.
  If you are not fish-
ing the tournament, 
please come out and 
enjoy the festivities. 
Visit with the vendors 
who will have their 
booths set up and see 
some monster bass 
being weighed in.
  This tournament 
benefits the “Wish 
To Fish Foundation”. 
Come out and fish 
for a good cause and 
have a great time fish-

ing this ‘Great Reser-
voir”!
  All anglers are re-
minded to have a ra-
dio in your boat to 
listen to the hourly 
weigh-ins. Weights 
will be broadcast on 
KMOO, 99.9 FM, 
three times per hour. 
This could benefit you 

in knowing when to 
bring your fish in to 
have the best chances 
to win in the hour and 
take a check home. 
  For more informa-
tion on the tournament 
see ad on page 32, or 
email fishnews@lake-
fork.net or give me a 
call at 903-360-6994.

This angler caught this nice Lake Fork hawg 
fishing with guide Andrew Grills. Name not 
provided. C.P.R.
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Answers on Page 21

“Mother Nature Is Making It Difficult!”

(See Mother Nature.....
  Continued on Page 20)Hours

10 AM till
9 PM

Monday thru
Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
“When You Build Up A 
Thirst From Setting The 

Hook, Come In And Give 
Our Large 

Selection A Look!!”
We Have All Of 
Your Favorite 

Beverages Here!

By David Ozio

     “As with last year at this time, Mother Nature has 
made it very difficult to date on all guides to do their 
jobs effectively. Cold weather and insanely high winds 
have pushed the normal spawning cycle back a few 
weeks. This will play well into May as I expect to see an 
exceptional amount of bass on the beds in mid month. 
This will line up nicely with the Legend of Lake Fork 
event which starts on May 17th. This will also time 
well for the annual shad spawn and the big bass should 
be rock-in and roll-in on main lake points. Main lake 
water temps are currently hovering in the mid sixties 
and I expect this number to rise exponentially over the 

next couple of weeks. 
  You should start your day on the water combing the 
shore lines for white birds. Bass will push spawning 
shad up close to the shore lines and the shad cover 
the sustenance base for all the hungry critters. There 
are many different ways to tackle these bass feeding 
on shad but I mainly key on using the squarebill and 
a small swimbait to bring home the bacon. Once the 
feeding frenzy subsides, back out into deeper water 
and throw a 1 1/2 oz spinnerbait to bag the giants.The 
first hour after daybreak provides the best opportunity 
to score a trophy bass and the above mentioned tools 
are a starting point. You can work the squarebill in 
2-3ft of water and any shad colored option will work. 
Cover as many main lake points as possible and pay 
strict attention to any shad movement. Birds will help 
you recognize where these shad are grouped up and 
make your way there as quickly as possible to get in 
a few casts before they disperse. Option two is a large 
spinnerbait. Position the boat in 3ft of water and cast 
back toward the 12ft range.  Let it sink for a few sec-
onds and then start a slow smooth retrieve. Expect a 
jolting strike when they latch onto the bait. A Carolina 
rig is a must if there is no wind present and fish it in the 
same areas as the squarebill and spinnerbait.  Flukes 
are my favorite to use on the c-rig along with a 4ft lead-

er. Colors are standard, darker colors on overcast days, 
more translucent hues on sunny days.
  Piece two of the puzzle falls into place as the month of 
May progresses, these trophy bass will start to migrate 
out to deeper water and gang up in large schools. Now 
is when you start your search using your electronics 
to find out where they will be taking up residence. 
The one great thing about this time of the year is that, 
if you find them, they will be grouped up and much 
easier to catch. Start your search on main lake points 
setting your sights in the 20-30ft range. Humps, ridges 
and roadbeds also come into play. You will probably 
stumble on herds of sand bass but don’t be dismayed. 
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Genie Glubke from Minnesota was visiting and 
could not believe the size of this 22” long 8-lb. 
bass. C.P.R.

Peggy McWhorter was fishing Lake Fork recent-
ly when she caught this really nice bass. Weight 
not provided.  C.P.R.

Shelby Smith was fishing Lake Fork pitching a 
red Booyah Hard Knocker in 2’ to 3’ of water 
when she caught this nice hawg. C.P.R.

“Help Keep Our Lake Clean & Dispose 
of Your Trash Properly!”

Practice C.P.R. ~ Catch*Photo*Release
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“The Moon Report”
May Spawn and Post Spawn Crappie

    (See Fork’s Spring....
          Continued on Page 9)

By Terri Moon

  Well it’s been an in-
teresting year so far. 
This crazy weather 
has kept water lev-
els and water tem-
peratures on a roller 
coaster ride of ups 
and downs delay-
ing the spawn later 
than I’ve ever seen. 
Of course when they 
finally decided to 
lock in on a pattern 
– it was time for me 
to go to Missouri 
for my annual Mo-
rel mushroom hunt 
with the family and 
for moms 89th birth-
day. But that’s ok – I 
can fish for crappie 
year round, but the 
Morels are just for 
a limited time once 
a year (and so is 
moms birthday and 
I wouldn’t miss it)! 
  The size quality 
of the crappie has 
been off the chart 
this year. Although 
my numbers aren’t 
near as good as the 
guides who already 
have the new Live 
Scope depthfinders 
– they are whacking 
the big crappie pick-
ing them off one at 
a time going from 
tree to tree. It’s pret-
ty incredible seeing 
this technique in 
action! Thank you 
Cameron Burnett, 
crappie guide from 
Lake Fork Marina, 
for showing me how 
helpful these units 
are and especially 
for donating your 
fish to my Missouri 

trip. My family will 
certainly appreci-
ate it! So, needless 
to say it looks like 
a “Live Scope” unit 
is a “MUST” for my 
future! It is definite-
ly a “game changer” 
in the fishing world. 
The top finishing 
percentage in the 
latest crappie tour-
nament on Fork all 
had the “Live Scope” 
which obviously is 
a great advantage! 
I’m excited to see 
Lowrances version 
of this called “Live-
Sight” which is due 
to be out soon.
  It’s been a long 
time coming but the 
crappie are start-
ing to bunch up in 
the brush piles and 
timber, and they 
are “post spawn 
hungry”! They are 
showing up in 12-
24 ft. of water. But, 
there are still crap-
pie in 1-2 ft. of wa-
ter (predominantly 
males).
  This last full moon 
and proper wa-
ter temperatures 

finally put full 
spawn mode in ac-
tion! Chartreuse, 
black & chartreuse, 
or white and char-
treuse have been 
producing. Also for 
you bream lovers, 
they are starting to 
move up and the 
first ones in are al-
ways the biggest! I 
can’t wait to try my 
5 ft. Reel Time Rod 
on these guys! Tiny 
jigs, nightcrawlers 
or crickets especial-
ly around the full or 
new moon. There is 
nothing more fun!
  I’m anxious to get 
back but enjoying 
my time away. A 
huge thanks to Scu-
ba Steve for com-
ing back to look af-
ter Buddy while I’m 
gone. He sure was 
happy to see him. 
(If you haven’t seen 
their reunion vid-
eo, check it out on 
my facebook page – 
it’s priceless!) Also 
thanks to neighbor 
Clint for feeding the 
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Fork’s Spring Spawn Is On (Continued from Page 8)

critters and house 
sitting. It’s all so 
much appreciated! 
It’s nice not hav-
ing to worry about 
home! 
  For those of you 
who have tried to 
reach me – my apol-
ogies – but, when 
I’m at moms, it’s 
like living “off the 
grid” – zero cell ser-
vice. Verizon even 
alls it their “DEAD 
ZONE” and boy are 
they right! So please 

keep trying and I’ll 
get back to you as 
soon as possible!
  Also thanks to Rob-
ert Young at Skeeter 
Boats and everyone 
at Diamond Sports 
for expediting the 
roller for my boat 

trailer so I could 
leave town! Every-
one sure loves fish-
ing out of this Skee-
ter Solera 205!
 
  My best to you all 
and be safe on the 
water!         

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941     

“Happy 89th Birthday Mom!” I love you for-
ever and beyond, Terri.....
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RAN BY FISHERMEN FOR FISHERMEN

Motel, Lodge,
RV Park

“All Newly Remodeled!”
Make Your Reservations

online or 
Give Us A Call!

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154 Lake Fork
* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments
and Outdoor Events
* Beautiful Lake View
* Modern Store
* Full Tackle
* Bait
* Gas at the pump & on   
     the water at the pier
* Dump Station
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning
    Station
* Boat Launches
* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites
* RV & Tent
    Camping
* Satellite TV
* Wi-Fi
    Now Available

email: MinnowOne@aol.com
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

Outside Pavilion Great For
Tournaments & Family Reunions 

& Social Gatherings

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

Paved Parking Room Fronts

Hwy. 515
5.5 Miles East of Emory

903-473-3315
Large Tackle Selection

Fishing & Hunting License
ATM * Open  7 Days A Week

5:30 AM to 9 PM
24 Hour Pay At The Pump

Non-Ethanol Gas

Burgers * Chicken
Fresh Hot & Cold
Deli Sandwiches

Groceries &
Live Bait

Catfish Stocking Returns to Neighborhood Fishin’ Lakes in Texas

                  (See Catfish Stocking.....Continued on Page 21)

  With the grass growing and wildflowers bloom-
ing, it’s time to kick off one of Texas’ best spring 
traditions - fishing for catfish! Thanks to the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department’s Neighborhood 
Fishin’ program, families won’t have to travel 
outside of the city to catch them.
  As of April 17, the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-

partment began stocking thousands of catfish at 
19 Neighborhood Fishin’ lakes located in 10 ur-
ban areas across the state. Lakes being stocked in-
clude five in Dallas-Fort Worth, four in the Hous-
ton area, two in the Austin area and San Antonio, 
and one in Abilene, Amarillo, Bryan-College Sta-
tion, San Angelo, Waco and Wichita Falls.

  “Our Neighborhood Fishin’ lakes are conve-
niently located in these urban and suburban ar-
eas so that Texans don’t have to travel outside 
the city to have a great fishing experience,” said 
Dave Terre, TPWD Inland Fisheries Management 
and Research Chief. “Catfish are fun and easy to 
catch for anglers of all ages and experience levels. 
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Give The Gift Of Fun!!!

Gift Certificates Available

Lake Fork, Texas
Lake Fork Marina

Saturday May 25, 2019
6:00 AM ~ 2 PM

Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest Benefiting TPWD Coming to Lake Fork May 2-6
  World class bass fishing, shopping, live 
music and a variety of outdoor activities are 
coming to Texas’ most iconic bass fishing 
lake for the third annual Toyota Bassmaster 
Texas Fest (TBTF) benefitting Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department May 2-6.
  Lake Fork near Emory, Texas, is hosting 
the Bassmaster Elite Series tournament, 
where the top bass anglers in the world will 
be competing for a total prize purse of $1 
million. While the 75-angler field battles on 
the water for four days during the “catch, 
weigh and immediate release” style fishing 
tournament, TPWD will be on site at the Sa-
bine River Authority from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
May 4-5 to highlight family-friendly fish-
ing, hunting and camping opportunities in 
the state.
  “On top of showcasing Texas’ world class 
bass fisheries and promoting the conserva-
tion-minded ‘catch, weigh, and immediate 
release’ tournament format; Toyota Bass-
master Texas Fest provides TPWD with an 
exciting opportunity to engage directly with 
Texans to highlight all of the outdoor op-
portunities available in our state,” said Dave 

Terre, TPWD Chief of Inland Fisheries Man-
agement and Research.
  Visitors can mingle with fisheries biolo-
gists, state park rangers, outdoor educators 
and game wardens at more than 15 interac-
tive outdoor booths, including:
--Catch a Catfish: Catch a Texas-size catfish 
with the help of TPWD fisheries biologists 
and volunteers from the Texas High School 
Bass Association.
--Fly Casting and Tying: Learn how to tie 
flies and cast using a fly rod with volunteers 
from the Texas Council of Fly Fishers Inter-
national.
--Texas State Fish Art: Paint your favorite 
fish and learn how you can enter the Texas 
State-Fish Art Contest.
--Fish FUNdamentals Aquarium: Learn 
about native fish from a TPWD biologist and 
find out where fish are biting.
--Rivers & Streams/ Texas Paddling Trails: 
Explore the living world of rivers and 
streams on Texas Paddling Trails.
--Toyota ShareLunker Trailer: Stop by the 
Toyota ShareLunker trailer to see how you 
can partner with TPWD to make BIGGER 

BETTER BASS in Texas.
--Making Fishing Better: Have a question 
about your favorite lake? Enjoy a meet and 
greet opportunity with Texas fisheries biolo-
gists in the “Making Fishing Better” area.
--Aquatic Invaders: Discover how invasive 
species impact aquatic environments, where 
they hide and how we can control their 
spread across Texas.
  Other weekend activities at TBTF include 
various vendor booths with the latest fishing 
merchandise, seminars taught by Bassmas-
ter Elite Series pros, the annual Bassmaster 
High School All-American Fishing Team 
Tournament and more.
  Saturday’s entertainment lineup includes a 
live concert as part of the Mercury Concert 
Series, Elite angler “meet and greets,” and 
several special TPWD ceremonies to honor 
anglers who have made an impact on fishing 
this year.
  During the first special ceremony, TPWD 
will be honoring the five Toyota ShareLunk-
er Legacy Anglers who caught and donated 
13 pound or larger largemouth bass to sup-
 (See Toyota Bassmaster Texas.....Continued on Page  13)
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Now Accepting Reservations For 
Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 16, 17, 18, 19, 2019 At      

“The Legend of Lake fork”

15Th annuaL 
Big Bass TournamenT

Paying 10 Places Per Hour
Giving Away 4  ~ 2019 Charger Boats

May 17, 18, 19, 2019
Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise & 

promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net

Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest Coming To Lake Fork May 2-6 (Continued from Page 11)

port TPWD’s selective breeding program 
in 2019. This presentation will include an 
official announcement of the winner of the 
Legacy Class Prize Drawing for a $5,000 
Bass Pro Shops shopping spree and an an-
nual fishing license.
  TPWD will also recognize the 2019 induct-
ee into the Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall Of 
Fame. During this presentation, Alan Haynes 
of Tyler, the former C.E.O and President of 
The Sportster Inc. retail sporting goods chain 
and lifelong sportsman, will be honored for 
his efforts to engage people in fishing.
  Proceeds from the tournament, donated by 
Gulf States Toyota, will benefit the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department’s youth fish-
ing and urban outreach programs, including 
the Neighborhood Fishin’ Program, which 
brings fishing to families at 19 community 
park lakes in 10 urban areas, and the Texas 
Division of the Wildlife Forever State-Fish 
Art Contest, which seeks to interest youth in 
grades K-12 in fishing.
  “Since 2007, Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest 
and the previous version of the tournament 
have raised more than $3 million for the Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department’s youth 
fishing and outreach programs in Texas,” 
Terre said. “This has made a direct impact 
on increasing fishing participation in Texas 
- particularly in urban and suburban areas 
where access to fishing is limited. We are 

grateful for this support and look forward to 
continuing this work to bring fishing closer 
to Texans in the years ahead.”
  Local hosts of Toyota Bassmaster Texas 
Fest include the Lake Fork Chamber of Com-
merce, the Wood County Industrial Commis-
sion, the Sabine River Authority, Quitman 
EDC and Emory Tourism.
  “These local organizations deserve special 
thanks for helping us bring a Bassmaster 
Elite Series event to Lake Fork for the first 
time ever,” Terre said. “Without the Sabine 
River Authority and others, Lake Fork would 

not be the top trophy bass lake in Texas. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if we see four-day 
catch records broken at TBTF this year, and 
that success would be a direct reflection of 
the hard work and support of these organiza-
tions and the entire Lake Fork community.”
  Admission to the event is free for the 
whole family. The Sabine River Authority 
is located at 353 PR 5183, Quitman, Texas. 
Learn more at https://www.bassmaster.com/
tournaments/2019-toyota-bassmaster-texas-
fest-benefiting-texas-parks-wildlife-depart-
ment.
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8414 W FM 515
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-3232
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an elec-
trical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part, 
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized Mo-
torGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models 
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Low-
rance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year lim-
ited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by 
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest 
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN 

FRONT OF THEM!!

Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”
Carolyn West, President
Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association

  LFSA had a new experience this month.  We 
participated in the certification of a new Lake 
Fork record smallmouth Buffalo caught on a 
windy day by two expert fishermen from New 
York.  We received a call from the area Cham-
ber of Commerce attempting to find a portable 
certified scale on which to weigh the big one.  
Through the help of Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
Tyler Biologist Evan Cartabiano, our certified 
portable scale was used to record the 71.5 
pound Buffalo caught by Norbert Samok, as-
sisted by Laszlo Kovacs.  These fishermen 
drove from New York state knowing they 
wanted to fish Fork but were uncertain where 
at Fork they would fish.  They placed a phone 
call to local resident, Jim Cotton, who gra-
ciously let them fish his property for several 
days.  What a lucky strike that was!
  The Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest is no 
small event in this community.  LFSA will be 
present with a booth at the tournament tout-
ing our honor of being the 2018 Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Hall of Fame Inductee Award 

and welcoming the newest recipient for 2019.  
Another presence will be the Live Release 
Boat (LRB) receiving the angler-caught fish 
and assuring the safe delivery back into Lake 
Fork.  Working the event is an honor in every 
way for LFSA.
  It is Spring and that means projects are abun-
dant.  The weather has delayed the continued 
efforts of planting button bushes and deploy-
ing structures in the lake, plus planning the 
release of fingerlings as has happened for 
several years. Working with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, members are anxious to plan dates 
to plant, deploy and release.
 If attending the Toyota Bassmaster Texas 
Fest, the public is encouraged to visit LF-
SA’s booth, buy a raffle ticket to support our 
Spring Fundraiser, take a tour of the Live Re-
lease Boat and learn the important function 
we perform at most of the tournaments on this 
great lake.
  In April, LFSA approved a new project 
working with Tyler Audubon Society to build 
wood duck houses and place them in ten areas 
around the lake. Research shows fewer wood 
ducks are coming to the area, partially due to 

reduced habitat.  Tommy Duerr will chair this 
project for LFSA, working with Yantis High 
School Shop students.
  LFSA meets on the second Tuesday of every 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Tiffany’s Restaurant-
Lake Fork Marina.  The Association is an ac-
tive, project-driven group of members caring 
deeply about the preservation of this legend-
ary lake.
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Now Accepting Reservations For 
Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 16, 17, 18, 19, 2019 At      
“The Legend of Lake 

Fork”

15th Annual 
Big Bass Tournament

Paying 10 Places Per Hour
Giving Away 4  ~ 2019 Charger Boats

May 17, 18, 19, 2019
Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake 
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise & 

promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net



1026 E. 
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69) 

Emory, TX 
75440

book.bestwestern.com

Premier rooms and 
amenities including:

Banquet Room,
Swimming Pool and

Hot Tub,
Business and Fitness

Center and Boat
Parking.

Located at
FM 515 and US 69                                   

381 W. 
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69) 

Emory, TX 
75440

   (903) 473-0061

Clean, spacious
rooms and suites.

Close to Lake Fork, 
Tawakoni and 
Canton First 

Monday Trade Day
Located at

TX-276 & US 69                                 

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

Individual * Group * Corporate
* Instructional & Beginner Trips

All Fishermen Welcome! Ust the best rod 
& reels and tackle all provided and inclu-
sive with this ad. Specializing in teaching 
basics all the way through to the career 
pro level. High school team discounts!!!? 
Remember to take a kid fising or hunt-
ing. There is nothing more rewarding 
then the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

“Knowing What To Look For!”
By Michael McFarland

  Its spring here in north east Texas and its one of 
the very best times to be fishing Lake Fork. The 
lake is full pool and many of the bass are finishing 
up with the spawn, yet some still have the spawn 
to look forward to. I love this time of year because 
there are so many different ways to approach and 
catch the big bass here at Fork. There are fish both 
shallow and deep, spawning and post spawn and 
best of all big bass beginning to school up offshore.
The easiest way to find the offshore schools of big 
bass and have consistent success here at Fork or 
anywhere for that matter is to, “FOLLOW THE 

BLUE HERONS!”
Pay very close attention to the behavior and you 
can learn a lot about what might be in front of 
them or not. Here are a few tips. 1- Where are 
the birds located and are they active? Main lake 
points, secondary  points, tree stumps, shallow 
flats or reefs, shallow shell beds and even wind 
blown shoreline are common places you will find 
these birds during the month of May. 
2- Is the heron staying in one place and catching 
baitfish, if so what size? If not how long does the 
heron stay in one place? Where does it go next? 
If the heron is staying in one place and catching 
baitfish I see it as a deer feeder and tend to stay on 

the spot longer even if 
I’m not getting bit, this 
is when I “camp”. If the 
heron is moving around 
frequently then so am I. 
If the heron is sheltered 
from wind, resting or 
appears inactive then 
I can safely asume that 
the fish are also inactive 
and catching will most 
likely be slow. Dur-
ing the inactive times I 
will simply pick one of 
the previous locations 

where I have seen the active birds before or had 
previous success earlier during that given day. I 
also will sometimes use my sonar to scan the area 
first looking for the baitfish and or the bass them-
selves. I have  learned over the years that during 
these inactive times its best to choose and settle in 
a high percentage area, slow down and grind until 
things change. I hope you find this article helpful 
in locating the big bass here at Fork and I wish you 
all the best of fishing.
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Line Through River Swimmer

River Swimmer Patriot

Border Bug

4.5 Ripper

7.5 Curly Tail

6.5 Lizard

For Information or To Place Orders
email: Tr@borderwallbaits.com

3.25” Fuzzy Beaver

4.5” Swim Craw

4.25” Mudbug

4” & 5” Heart Throb

5” Striker Shad

6” Brush Thumper

6” Mighty Mite

7” Heart Throb6” Hex Stick 7.5” Curly Tail

Catch The Heaviest Bass Of The Day On A 
Tartan Tackle Bait During the 

15th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Tournament 
Win $500

(Samples In Each Weight Bag)
For Information or Ordering Contact:

Robert Scott
tartan.tackle@mygrande.net



~ Since 1984 ~ ~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2019 Bullet, Charger, 
Xpress, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Arbala

Sulphur Springs
N

E

S

W
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W
Y

1
5
4

FM 1567 W.

# 290

Authorized Dealer Sales 
& Installation

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free

866-920-8331

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
DEALER FOR:  LOWRANCE * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST
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903-638-1170
www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

Andrew Grills
Lake Fork Guide

Tips For Targeting Bigger Bass
By Andrew Grills

  Spring is moving right along here on Lake 
Fork! The fishing has been pretty good for my 
customers and I so far this season, and I’m look-
ing forward to one of my favorite months. May 
is a transitional month, but it is also a month 
where the bass are generally hungry and in a 
feeding mode. The cold fronts that have rolled 
through regularly the past few months become 

less frequent, and conditions generally get more 
stable. 
  Lake Fork is right at full pool at this time. We 
have had plenty of rain this spring, but that’s 
much better than low water. The spawn should 
be about complete, but I haven’t seen any fry 
yet. There may be a few stragglers still waiting 
to come in and spawn, but I believe most of the 
fish have wrapped it up. That’s just a guess. The 
water temperature is in the upper 60’s to 70 de-
grees for now.
  I’m fishing shallow for the next few weeks, but 
that will likely change by the end of the month. 
As I mentioned earlier, May is a transitional 
month. At some point during the month, we 
will transition from spring patterns to sum-
mer patterns. That will mean looking deeper 
and switching to summertime techniques like 
Carolina rigs, football jigs, and deep diving 
crankbaits. There may still be an early morning 
shallow bite, but the best success will probably 
be deeper. This transition usually occurs for me 
sometime in the middle of the month. I enjoy 
the deeper bite on Lake Fork, so I look forward 
to the change.
  Hopefully this report helps point you in the 
right direction as you prepare for a trip to Lake 
Fork. As always, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me if I can be of any help to you. I’ll leave you 
with a verse that was a great help to me earli-
er this week. “For thou hast delivered my soul 
from death: wilt thou not deliver my feet from 
falling, that I may walk before God in the light 
of the living?” Psalm 56:13

Lake Fork giant caught fishing with guide An-
drew Grills in April. Name not provided. C.P.R.
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Lake Fork Guide 
David Ozio

Curtis Daniels  with 
David Ozio

Matt Simet with 
David Ozio

Mike Smith with 
David Ozio

“Mother Nature Is Making It Difficult!” (Continued from Page 6)

At this time of the year, trophy black bass will run with 
their cousins and feed along side them on balls of shad. 
Spoons work well provided that the bottom is free of 
timber but the c-rig will do most of the heavy lifting. 
It’s also a good time to tie on a football jig in black/blue 
or peanut butter/jelly. Any craw trailer will work and 
be sure to match the skirt of the jig as close as possible. 
I would also set up an A-rig if an abundance of sand 
bass are present. Rig this presentation with any white 
swimbait in the 3 1/2 to 5 inch length. Make a long cast 
and let it sink to the bottom. Start a slow retrieve and 

hold on. You may have to weed through several pesky 
sand bass but a giant could latch on to the rig and to-
tally make your day.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in May search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a 
part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certificates 
available if you have friends or loved one’s who have 
dream’t of landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 
409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You 
can follow me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/davidoziolakeforkguide. I post my daily trip re-
sults on this page. I would also like to thank Okuma 
Fishing and Talon Custom Lures for making my job 
the blast that it is. I hope to see a lot of you on the water. 
Romans 10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed day.” 
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

Catfish Stocking Returns (Continued from Page 10)

If you’ve never fished 
before these are the per-
fect places to get started 
and if you are already 
an experienced angler 
this is a great opportu-
nity to introduce fish-
ing to a friend or family 
member.”
  Each of the lakes will 
receive continuous 
stockings of channel 
catfish every two weeks 
through early Novem-
ber - with a brief pause 
during the heat of Au-
gust - to ensure there is 
plenty of opportunity 
for families looking to 
spend quality time fish-
ing together outdoors.
  Neighborhood Fish-
in’ lakes are located in 
parks with ample park-
ing, restrooms, light-
ing and plentiful rec-
reational amenities to 
ensure an enjoyable ex-
perience for the whole 
family.
  All anglers can keep up 
to five fish per day with-
out a minimum length 
limit, and at some lo-
cations cleaning tables 
are available nearby to 
make it easy for fami-
lies to clean their catch. 
Children under 17 fish 
for free, but a fish-
ing license is required 
for all adults who fish. 
Fishing licenses can be 

purchased for as little 
as $11 for “one-day, 
all-water” access. All 
proceeds go toward 
management and con-
servation of the fish and 
their habitats.
  To find the Neigh-
borhood Fishin’ lake 
near you or to sign up 
for email updates, visit 

www.neighborhood-
fishing.org. Stocking 
location information 
and dates can be found 
here.
  Neighborhood Fishin’ 
is supported by dona-
tions from the Toyota 
Bassmaster Texas 
Fest and local partners 
throughout the state.
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2019 Skeeter FX21APEX

2019 Skeeter FX21LE

Leon Davis was pre-fishing for the ASA/TEXO Company Tournament 
on Lake Fork when he caught this nice hawg. C.P.R.

We l c o m e  A l l  V i s i t o r s  &  A n g l e r s
To  T h e  Te x a s  F e s t

a n d
“ T h e  L e g e n d  o f  L a k e  F o r k  B i g  B a s s

To u r n a m e n t  M a y  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9
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See Us on Facebook
(Carts To Go in Texas) 

Lake Fork
BOAT ACCESSORIES

Installation Specialists
Lowrance, Humminbird, Garmin Depth Finders

Minnkota, MotorGuide and Other Trolling Motors
Lighting, All Wiring, Gages, Pumps, Accessories

Sale of New Parts or Installation of Your Own Parts
On The Water Equipment Demonstration Available

GIVE US A CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!!

Boats, Trailers, Motorcycles, Golf Carts, Motor Homes
All Joints Soldered Joint to Joint

Lifetime Warranty
Conveniently Located on Lake Fork

Most Credit Cards Accepted
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Steve Smith    903-224-8999
lakeforkboataccessories@yahoo.com

Please Don’t Litter, Keep Lake Fork Beautiful!

CAT 6th Annual Crappiefest on Lake Fork
  CAT recently held 
its 6th Annual Crap-
piefest Tournament on 
Lake Fork on March 
30, 2019, and even 
with high winds and a 
little rain, had total of 
304 anglers (277 Adult 
Anglers & 27 Junior 
Anglers) participate in 
what has become one of 
the biggest crappie tour-

naments in the country!  
Crappie anglers from 
Arkansas, Colorado, 
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, Wisconsin 
and Texas participated 
in a great day of fish-
ing filled with fun, fel-
lowship and plenty of 
excitement!  Crappief-
est is a “big fish” tour-

nament, so each angler 
weighed-in only one 
big crappie.  Here are 
the results:
First place was a “tie” 
this year with Raul 
Sandoval (Ft.Worth, 
TX) and Doug Broad-
way (Joshua, TX) both 
weighing in a 2.39 
pound crappie, net-
ting them each a check 
for $4,000. Doug was 
the top finishing CAT 
member and received 
a second check for 
$1,250 bringing his 
total to $5,250! Jeff 
Schwieterman (Parker, 
TX) came in 3rd place 
with a 2.33 pound slab 
worth $2,500. Jerry 
Hancock (McKinney, 
TX) and Daniel Bar-
rick (Quinlan, TX) tied 
for 4th place and each 
took home a check for 
$1,750 for each of their 
crappie weighing in 
at 2.31 pounds. Cody 
Standerfer (Gunter, TX) 
brought in a 2.30 pound 
crappie and took home 
6th place and $1,000. 
Mike Vallentine (Clin-
ton, MO) netted 7th 
place and $750 for his 
2.20 pound crappie. 
Allen Dyer (Mabank, 
TX) took home $700 
for his 8th place crap-
pie weighing in at 2.17 
pounds. Mark Stan-
dridge (Canton, TX) 
and Dillon Stocking 
(Clinton, MO) tied for 
the 9th and 10th place 
each weighing in a 2.13 
pound slab worth $625 
each. Cash prizes were 
also awarded for 11th 
through 20th place.  
  Much excitement was 
generated by the ever 
popular “Exact Weight 
See CAT 6th Annual....

 Continued on Page 24)
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10% Off All Services 
With This AD!

Must Show AD Upon 
Appointment!

CAT 6th Annual Crappiefest on Lake Fork (Continued from Page 23)

Bonuses” and the 
“Bass Printing Mys-
tery Weight Awards”.  
Seven anglers weighed 
in crappie weighing ex-
actly 1.00, 1.25, 1.50, 
1.75 and 2.00 pounds 
and received a total of 
$2,900 in cash from 
the Exact Weight Bo-
nuses. The Bass Print-
ing Mystery Weight 
Awards gave away an-
other $1,000 that was 
split between six lucky 
anglers. 
Junior Angler 10 & 
under division:
  Not to be outdone by 
the adults, the youngest 
crappie anglers in the 
contest really put on a 
show.  First place was 
won by Adam Lopez 

with a monstrous crap-
pie tipping the scale 
at 2.15 pounds. Adam 
won a $100 Amazon 
gift card. Staton Rob-
inson took home sec-
ond place and a $75 
Amazon gift card for 
his 1.08 pound crappie.  
Alex Lopez rounded 
out the top three with 
his crappie tilting the 
scale at 1.06 pounds. 
Junior Angler 11 – 17 
division: 
The older kids cashed 
in as well.  Cole Wall 
won first place and a 
$100 Amazon gift card 
with a weight of 2.07 
pounds. Preston Mor-
rison came in 2nd place 
and netted a $75 Ama-
zon gift card with his 

crappie weighing 1.65 
pounds. Noah Rinehart 
took third place and a 
$50 Amazon gift card 
with his 1.58 pound 
crappie.
All of the Junior An-
glers took home tackle 
goodie bags valued at 
over $25.00 each and a 
trophy. Our Junior An-
glers took home awards 
and prizes valued at 
over $1,300!
Crappie Anglers of 
Texas would like to 
thank our 2019 Crap-
piefest Sponsors for 
your support. We re-
ally appreciate YOU!  
This year’s sponsors 
were: Star Industries; 
City of Emory; Stitches 
Galore; Aflac Insur-

ance; Allied Employer 
Group; AmeriGas; Bass 
Printing; CE-DFW; Fin 
and Bones Taxidermy; 
Frost Bank; Flywheel; 
Graystone Insurance 
Agency; Insurica; 
Kloeckner Metals; 
Spectra Bank; Waste-
Quip; YRC Freight and 
Potts Feed Store.
A GREAT BIG thank 
you to Shannon Win-
ters and the NOCC 
volunteers for their tre-
mendous help!! We will 
be sending the NOCC 
a check for $7,485!!! 
This includes the tour-
nament fees, donations, 
silent auction and profit 
from t-shirt sales!!
We’d also like to say 

thank you to the other 
volunteers – Don and 
LaVon Reeve, Bud and 
Tammy McLain, Chris-
topher Howell, Brittany 
Hopkins, Clint Fergu-
son, Jaleigh Hopkins, 
Payton Reeve, Enoch 
Basnett and Chris 
Webb.

Great Sponsors and vol-
unteers make Success-
ful Events and CAT has 
the best of the best!!!

  Be sure to go to www.
crappieangleroftexas.
com to view all pictures 
made at Crappiefest 
2019.

Free Pick Up & Delivery 
On Scheduled

Service In The Lake 
Fork Area
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Game Warden Field Notes

                       (See Game Warden....Continued on Page 26)

  The following items are compiled from recent Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department law enforcement 
reports.
--Judge Orders No Hunting Weekends-- A district 
court judge in Grayson County recently ordered a 
man convicted of poaching a big white-tailed buck 
to spend every weekend of hunting season in jail for 
the next five years. In addition to five years of proba-
tion, and over $18,000 in civil restitution penalty, John 
Walker Drinnon must report to the Grayson County 
Jail each weekend of deer season starting Dec. 30 for 
the full term of his deferred judgment period. The 
34-year-old from Whitesboro, Texas, is also prohibit-
ed from purchasing a hunting license while on proba-
tion. Drinnon admitted to killing a 19-point buck with 
a gross Boone & Crockett score of 202 inches with a 
rifle (in an archery-only county) while trespassing on 
private property; a state jail felony. 
--Getting Off to an Early Start--Opening day of deer 
season a Smith County game warden was visiting a 
local meat processor when a young man showed up 
with a nice buck he claimed to have harvested earlier 
that morning. What he failed to mention was just how 
much earlier. A month later, the warden received an 
anonymous tip that the deer the young man shot had 
been harvested well before legal shooting hours on the 
season opener. The warden tracked down the hunter 

and after a short interview, the young man admitted 
he had shot that deer at about 3 a.m. while hog hunt-
ing. The antlers and remaining deer meat were seized 
and multiple citations were issued for illegal harvest 
at night and hunting deer out of season. The cases are 
pending.
--Did You Find Your Dog?-- A Harrison County 
game warden was contacted by a landowner who 
came upon a suspicious man on her property while 
she was bow hunting. The man told her he was look-
ing for his wife’s dog, and departed. Later that evening 
the landowner reviewed her game camera footage and 
saw the same guy lurking about on two previous occa-
sions. On the first occasion the game camera caught 
the individual shooting at a white-tailed doe and miss. 
A couple of days later, the same subject returned and 
shot a white-tailed doe. Wardens questioned area 
residents and based on images from the game camera 
were able to identify the suspect at a nearby residence. 
After an interview, the man admitted to trespassing 
and shooting the deer. Numerous charges and restitu-
tion are pending.
--The One That Got Away-- On Nov. 25, Terrell 
County game wardens received a phone call report-
ing suspicious deer at a hunting camp. When the war-
dens arrived at the location, they found three hunters. 
The trio claimed a bunch of deer showed up near their 

hunting blind that they assumed were white-tailed 
bucks, so all three individuals took shots. When the 
hunters walked over to retrieve the deer, they found 
they had shot two antlerless mule deer. Since they did 
not possess the required permits, they panicked and 
attempted to hide the carcasses. The third hunter, who 
failed to make his shot on the deer, gave no excuses for 
his poor marksmanship and was just happy he missed. 
The wardens educated the hunters about proper game 
identification and issued citations for taking antlerless 
mule deer without a permit. The cases are pending.
--Failure to Hide the Evidence-- Officers with the 
Marion County Sheriff’s Office were at a residence 
serving warrants for a recent burglary when they no-
ticed a large amount of deer guts scattered all over 
the front yard, and notified game wardens. A warden 
responded to the residence to investigate. After col-
lecting evidence and conducting a lengthy interview, 
the warden obtained confessions from two individu-
als who admitted to shooting two deer from a public 
roadway on two different occasions. Charges for felon 
in possession of a firearm, hunting from the public 
roadway, waste of game, hunting with illegal means 
and methods and no hunting license are pending.
--Can’t Fool Me Twice-- Earlier this month a Navarro 
County landowner contacted game wardens regard-

Lake Fork, Texas
Lake Fork Marina

Saturday May 25, 2019
6:00 AM ~ 2 PM

Always Think...

Safety First 
When Getting

On The Lake!!!
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 25)

                       (See Game Warden....Continued on Page 28)

ing a second road hunting incident in as many weeks 
where someone shot a deer off his property from the 
road. Wardens had investigated the first incident, 
but were unsuccessful in locating enough evidence 
to identify a suspect. With backup from the Navarro 
County Sheriff’s Office, wardens were able to nab the 
individuals responsible after the second poaching 
incident. Once alerted by the landowner, officers im-
mediately converged on the scene. Sheriff’s deputies 
made a traffic stop on a vehicle in the vicinity that did 
not match the description of the perpetrator, but did 
have a freshly killed deer in the bed. As it turns out, 
the subjects had switched vehicles after making the 
kill, and stashed their hunting gear before returning 
to pick up the deer. A full confession was obtained re-
garding both violations. Eight Class A misdemeanor 
charges, along with restitution, are pending. The rifles 
were located and seized.
--Still Filling Last Year’s Tags-- While inspecting a lo-
cal meat processing plant, a Cherokee County game 
warden discovered a recently executed deer tag from 
last season’s license. After running the subject through 
the department’s database, it was determined the sub-
ject did not currently possess a valid hunting license, 
nor had he completed mandatory hunter education 
certification. A couple of days later, the warden met 
with the hunter at his residence and requested to see 

the subject’s hunting license. While looking over the 
expired hunting license, it was determined that he had 
also taken a buck a few days prior, which the warden 
asked to see. In addition to being tagged with an ex-
pired tag, the buck’s antlers did not meet the county 
antler restrictions. Citations were issued for taking 
deer with an expired hunting license, taking a buck 
deer that did not meet county antler restrictions, har-
vest log violations and no hunter education. The cases 
are pending.
--Not a Duck Hunter Video Game-- While patrolling 
Limestone County, a game warden heard several shots 
coming from a nearby tract of land. Upon further in-
vestigation, the warden located an individual who was 
using his .30-30 rifle to shoot at ducks as they flew 
past. The subject did not possess a hunting license. He 
was given a brief lesson on bullet trajectory and fire-
arm safety, among other things. The cases are pending.
--Caught Gaming the System-- Trinity County game 
wardens found a van parked at the end of a county back 
road. The wardens noticed a hunter coming down a 
trail toward the van, and then disappear after spotting 
them. The wardens ran down the trail, but before they 
could reach the man, he emerged back onto the trail. 
The wardens made contact and asked the man why 
he ran into the woods out of sight. The hunter stated 
he was walking around a washout. While one warden 

checked the man’s guns and hunting license, the other 
warden started walking down the trail where the hunt-
er had emerged. At that point, the hunter admitted to 
shooting a doe and hiding the meat in a backpack he 
ditched near the trail after seeing the wardens. The 
hunter produced an active military hunting license, al-
though he was not currently nor had he ever served in 
the military. The hunter had also used a tag on another 
deer he had taken earlier in the season. Multiple cases 
were filed with civil restitution.
--Cooper’s Hawk Down-- A Facebook group notified 
game wardens about a protected Cooper’s hawk be-
ing killed. The concerned citizen sent in screen shots 
of a Facebook post where a suspect posed with a dead 
Cooper’s hawk and stated, “Killed my first hawk to-
day. I found him in the pigeon coop eating this pigeon. 
I picked up the shovel and killed him! Normally we 
let them go but I’m tired of them killing my chickens 
and pigeons.” The actor then posed in several pictures 
holding the dead hawk. Wardens located the actor and 
the hawk. Citations and restitution are pending.
--Additional Damages Incurred-- A Game warden 
got a call regarding a vehicle being towed down a coun-
ty road with a mule deer buck in the bed of the pickup. 
Since the mule deer season in this region had been 
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The Heart of the Matter 

Try these simple recipes to eat healthier. Nu-
tritious seafood can also be cost effective if you 
take advantage of delicious frozen products! 

By Sue Hampton

  The benefits of eating seafood have been touted by many 
health organizations, so it would be heartening if Americans 
ate more. Currently, we consume only half the recommended 
amount, and many assume it’s just too expensive or difficult 
to prepare. 
  Shrimp and fish are a source of omega-3 fatty acids that can 
improve cardiovascular health and lower the incidence of 
heart disease and stroke. Some varieties of seafood, including 

shrimp, even deliver impressive amounts of vitamin D, which 
is deficient in the American diet. 
  Some people may not eat enough seafood because they think 
it’s expensive, but seafood can also be cost effective, especially 
if it’s frozen. Frozen items are priced lower than those at the 
seafood counter or in restaurants, and they can be stored in the 
home freezer for an inexpensive and convenient meal option.
  For example, SeaPak Shrimp Company offers several de-
licious, high-quality seafood products. This simple recipe 
features succulent frozen shrimp and can serve as a restaurant-
quality meal.
Tangy Lemon Pepper Shrimp 
With Broccoli
Ingredients:
2 12-oz. SeaPak Shrimp Scampi (frozen)
1 lb. angel-hair pasta, dry (choose multigrain for a healthy op-
tion)
1 16-oz. package broccoli (no sauce), frozen
2 tsp. lemon pepper
¼ cup Dijon mustard
1 cup dry white wine
  Cook pasta according to the package directions.
  Heat large sauté skillet on medium for 1 minute. Add frozen 
shrimp to pan and sauté 5 minutes. 
  Defrost broccoli in microwave according to package direc-
tions. Drain broccoli and add to skillet with shrimp.
  Whisk lemon pepper, Dijon mustard and wine in a small 
bowl. Pour mixture over shrimp and broccoli Stir well to in-
corporate all ingredients.

  Simmer for additional 3-4 minutes (or until shrimp are fully 
cooked), stirring frequently. 
  Toss shrimp and broccoli with pasta and serve.
  To spice up your dish, add ½ tsp of crushed red pepper with 
the lemon pepper.
  You also might want to add the following delicious salad to 
complete your meal! A dressing made from canola oil, vine-
gar, garlic and curry adds healthy flavor to this tempting salad!
Curried Spinach 
Salad With Grapes and Oranges
1 head romaine, torn into pieces
1 cup torn fresh spinach
1 11-ounce can mandarin orange sections, chilled and drained
1 cup green grapes, seeded and halved
½ cup toasted slivered almonds
½ cup canola oil
1/3 cup white wine vinegar
1 clove garlic minced
2 tablespoons minced frozen chives
1 tablespoon curry powder 
1 teaspoon soy sauce
2 tablespoons packed brown sugar
  
  In large bowl, combine lettuce, spinach, orange sections, 
grapes and almonds. In a jar with a screw-on lid, combine oil, 
vinegar, garlic, chives, curry powder, soy sauce and brown 
sugar. Shake well before serving. Just before serving, toss 
some of the dressing with the salad and serve the remaining 
dressing separately.
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 26)

over for several weeks, 
the warden headed to the 
last known location seen 
by the reporting party. 
After arriving in the area, 
he located a truck behind 
a residence that appeared 
to have sustained signifi-
cant front-end damage. 
While investigating the 
buck, the driver of the ve-
hicle walked into the back 
yard, and was surprised 
to see a game warden 
standing at the back of his 
vehicle. After investigat-
ing further, it was deter-
mined the man had been 
involved in an accident 
with the deer earlier while 
driving on a nearby high-
way. The warden asked 
the man if he reported the 
accident and the driver 
informed him that he did 

not due to his license be-
ing suspended. The war-
den addressed the license 
issue, then cited the man 
for possession of an ille-
gally taken resource.
--Caught in the Act-- 
A Williamson County 
game warden was patrol-
ling U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers public land 
near Lake Granger for il-
legal hunting. He noticed 
a truck driving by slowly 
and used his night vision 
goggles to follow the sus-
picious vehicle. The war-
den was about 100 yards 
away from the suspects’ 
truck when he heard what 
sounded like a gunshot. 
He slowly rolled up to the 
scene, parked his patrol 
truck 50 yards away and 
observed a man and a 

woman trying to remove 
a white-tailed buck deer 
from the fence. At that 
point the warden turned 
on his emergency lights 
and drove up to the scene. 
He identified himself and 
they put their hands up. 
Asked what they were 
doing, the man replied, 
“Shooting deer.” The cou-
ple confessed to shooting 
the deer, a 10 point buck. 
The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers office at Lake 
Granger was notified 
and they agreed to pur-
sue charges for taking a 
wildlife resource without 
landowner consent. Both 
were charged and booked 
into the Williamson 
County Jail. Criminal and 
civil restitution charges 
are pending.
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Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $13 per inch

Ducks ~ $260
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule May thru July

2019

June

May 2-6 ~ Bassmaster Elite
SRA Park

May 4~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

May 11 ~ Media Teams
Minnow Bucket

May 17,18,19,~Legend of Lake Fork
Lake Fork Marina

May 26~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

June 1 ~  Wood Cty Kidfish
SRA Park

June 1 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket 

June 6-9 ~Skeeter Owners
Lake Fork Marina

June 15 ~ Media Teams
Minnow Bucket

June 23~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

June 29 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

July

May

July 13 ~ Media Teams
Minnow Bucket

July 23 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

If You are having a Tournament on Lake 
Fork and wish to have it listed, contact us

fishnews@lakefork.net

“The Legend Of Lake Fork Big Bass”
May 17, 18, 19 Entries & Check In Lake 

Fork Marina May 16, 2pm to 10pm

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Tiffany’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina
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EMAIL: jr.simpson@hotmail.com
Office: 800-254-7541 - Fax: 903-763-4487

www.c21lakecountryrealty.com
WHAT A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNI-
TY! Live on site in this 3 bedroom 2 bath 
home and let the 4 cabins and rent house 
pay your bills! Granite counters, engi-
neered hardwood floors, fireplace, 24X32 
garage, 12X20 storage building and a 
10X12 dog house surrounded by chain link 
fence, plenty of parking in front of cabins 
and a nice pond. Property is 2.51 acres with 
plenty of room to add more cabins. Locat-
ed just 1 mile from Lake Fork boat ramp.  

LAKE FORK WATERFRONT LOTS 
& OFF WATER LOTS FROM

$25,000 TO $84,900

LAKE FORK AREA ACREAGE 
FROM 

$59,900 TO $375,000

CALL JR FOR FULL
DETAILS

Yantis   $249,900 Yantis   $129,500Quitman $375,000

Quitman  $182,900

Alba   $99,900

Quitman   $399,000 Quitman   $129,000

Emory  $225,000

Alba   $229,000Winnsboro   $250,000

126 ACRES + 6 PONDS + MOBILE 
HOME This rare tract of land features 
460 ft of frontage on SH 37 & 1000+ ft of 
frontage on CR 4165. Property is fenced 
and has a Livestock Exemption in place! 
Very good condition single wide mobile 
home included with 3 bedrooms and 2 
bathrooms. There are 6 ponds and old 
oil field activity on property, seller states 
no oil field activity in recent years. Prop-
erty has some rolling hills and is gently 
sloped with a very unique topography for 
the area. 

21.7 UNRESTRICTED ACRES, NO ZON-
ING  Less than 2 hrs from Dallas. Property fea-
tures a nice pond, completely fenced and ready 
for livestock. This property is elevated and has 
no bottom areas. This would be a great place to 
build a custom home or good tract of land for 
your livestock. Electric and water available at 
the road. Property sits on curve of County Road 
1912 and has 1,500+ feet of road frontage. Ag-
ricultural Exemption already in place! Call for 
your showing today!

LAKE LYDIA WATERFRONT 
HOME! This recently remodeled home 
is waterfront on Lake Lydia, a private 
lake. Property features boat house, guest 
quarters, 2 car garage with workshop 
area, hardwood floors, gas fireplace, of-
fice &  a sun-room. 3 bdrms and 1 full 
bathroom with claw foot bathtub in the 
main house & an all wood interior guest 
room with a 3/4 bathroom behind garage. 
Home sits high on a hill on a large lot 
with great view of the lake and plenty of 
privacy! Furnishings Negotiable.

OPPORTUNITY IS KNOCKING! 
51+ ACRES This is an unfinished  5 
bedroom home, with 4 bathrooms, 2 liv-
ing areas and mostly wired. Some Can 
Lighting is either installed or there ready 
to be installed.Several high end doors 
and windows in place too. 600 ft. well, 
property is mostly fenced with great roll-
ing country views. There is a pond right 
out your back door with lots of deer and 
wildlife. This is one of those properties 
you must see! Make your appointment  
today! 

APROX 14 UNRESTRICTED 
ACRES Located on State HJighway 154 
with an AG exemption already in place. 
Property features 1,000+ feet of road 
frontage on SH 154 & approx 400 feet 
of road fronage on County Road 1210. 
Great exposure for any business, with 
good access from two County Roads! 
Property located approx one mile from 
public boat ramp to Lake Fork, The Min-
now Bucket Marina & Oak Ridge! Prop-
erty is partially fenced and has a small 
pond. BRING YOUR BEST OFFER!!!

LOCATED IN EMORY INDUS-
TRIAL PARK Formerly a doctor’s 
office building, this custom built 
building features metal and stone 
construction. Interior has a nice 
lobby or reception area, multiple 
rooms for offices, full kitchen and 2 
bathrooms with a stall shower AND 
living quarters upstairs. Building 
has a garage with receiving area and 
roll-up door. Call JR for detailed in-
formation. 

LARGE VACANT LOT IN DOWNTOWN 
WINNSBORO  This 1.117 acres lot is located in 
downtown Winnsboro right on Main St. Busy road 
frontage gives serious  exposure for most any busi-
ness. $350,000 Call JR for full details!
VACANT LOT IN DOWNTOWN QUITMAN 
$37,900 Located in downtown Quitman by the Wood 
County Court House and Peoples Telephone on Hwy 
154. This .1857 acre lot will give great exposure for 
any business you choose.

LAKE FORK WATERFRONT BUSI-
NESS OPPORTUNITY! This 4000+ sqft 
building is set up as a restaurant and is 
waterfront on Lake Fork with its own 
private boat ramp, pier, storage build-
ing and plenty of parking. Located on 
the busy, high traffic side  of Lake Fork. 
The seller states property is unrestriccted  
This would be perfect  place for a marina, 
bait and tackle shop or your dream busi-
ness. All Restaurant equipment is includ-
ed! Call JR for full details. 

FENCED COMMERCIAL PROP-
ERTY Located in Winnsboro on 
Highway 11/Broadway Street. A tot- 
al of 4.285 acres is ready for your 
business! Property is fenced with 
security gate and has several usable 
metal buildings. Any business would 
get massive exposure here! Motivated 
seller is ready for your best offer! Call 
JR for full details and to schedule your 
showing today!

REDUCED

Yantis   $839,000

TOTAL SECLUSION AND PRIVACY Custom waterfront home sit-
ting on almost 33 acres, hidden in the woods! Property is under wildlife 
exemption. Home features 3/2/2 carport spaces, office/game room or 4th 
bedroom, beamed ceilings, limestone gas fireplace, huge windows over-
looking the cove and natural wildlife. 30x60 metal shop building, 34x60 
metal shop building, 1 room guest cabin could use a little work, storage 
shed, 2 ponds with 7+ acres of leaseback on Lake Fork.

$2,200,000

7,000+ SQFT LIVING AREA, 11,000+ UNDER ROOF, 40+ ACRES, 
10,000 SQFT IN SHOP BLDGS, knotty alder  cabinets, hand scraped 
wood and tile floors, cathedral ceilings, full security & surveilance sys-
tem, gas fireplaces everywhere, indoor endless pool w/treadmill & hot 
tub, in-home gym, indoor shooting range, cowboy & skeet shooting 
range, fireproof safe room, saloon room, outdoor kitchen, media room, 
guest suite over garage.Call JR for full details.   

REDUCED

Quitman  $155,000

3 BEDROOM 3 BATH HOME - 1 
OWNER Located walking distance 
from city services in Quitman. 
This home has a complete new 
PVC plumbing system, new carpet, 
fresh paint inside and out, granite 
counters. Home features 2 living 
areas, tons of storage, fenced back 
yard, extra wide paved driveway 
with boat and RV parking. Home 
has been meticulously maintained, 
owned by the original family since 
day 1 and is move-in ready.

REDUCED

REDUCED

FOLLOW ME ON FACEBOOK  https://www.facebook.com/JRSimpsonC21

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION 
1900+ sqft metal building has re-
cently had a complete new metal ex-
terior, septic, AC and 3 phase electri-
cal. Building is insulated and has two 
roll up doors. New custom iron gates 
recently installed. Located on FM 17, 
just South of Lake Fork Marina. This 
would be a great place to start your 
business, or maybe store your toys! 
No zoning or known restrictions.

REDUCED

PENDING

Yantis   $399,000 Mineola   $419,000 Point   $559,000

BRING YOUR BEST OFFER!  This original 
home place features 44 gorgeous acres, partially 
fenced and has a pond for your livestock. Prop-
erty has 1,400+ ft of good country road front-
age. This 2 story, 3 bdrm 2.5 bath home has 
2,236 sqft. Home is 530’ from road with plenty 
of privacy! Metal roofing, covered wrap-around 
front porch, 16’x20’ back deck, 18’x23’ garage 
with 7’door, 7.5’x18’ sunroom with access from 
living & master bdrm. Living room has brick 
wbf that is double sided to master bdrm.

52.9 ACRES ON LAKE FORK CREEK!!! 
Approx 1 mile of frontage on Lake Fork Creek! 
Property is fenced and gated, AG exemption in 
place. 3 sided wrap-around porch, carport, 3 
bdrm, 2 bath, great room living area with gas 
fireplace combined with dining area. Kitchen 
has breakfast bar and pantry, appliances convey 
to buyer. 40x60 workshop on a concrete slab 
with metal roof, lean-to shed on side, 220 elec-
tric, plumbed air compressor, wood stove, loft 
storage and 2 garage doors.

YOUR PRIVATE OASIS ON 8 ACRES! 
Immaculate and move-in ready. 2 story, 3 bed-
room, 2.5 bath home on 8 gorgeous, manicured 
acres & irrigated from 2 ponds. Completely 
fenced & 2 electric gates plus night lighting 
along driveway & front of property. Concrete 
RV site with full hook-up, 2 sheds, 2 ponds, 
chicken coop & fenced garden area. Communi-
ty boat ramp and pier to Lake Tawakoni is walk-
ing distance from home. OR BUY THE HOME 
+4 ACRES FOR $399,000. Call JR for details.

PENDING

REDUCED REDUCED

JR SIMPSON
903-850-3324
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