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24th Annual Rains County Eagle Fest

Just one of the many eagles that make Lake Fork their home. (Fisher-
man’s Guide Photo by Don Hampton)

By Don Hampton

The 24th Annual
Rains County Eagle
Fest will be held Janu-
ary 19, 2019 at the

’f

Rains County Elemen-
tary School at 372 FM
3299, Emory, Texas
(On the RISD Campus,
just south on Hwy. 69).

This year marks the

In comparison, a full grown eagle’s claw and
talons are larger than a full grown man’s hand.

24th  Annual Rains
County Eagle Fest. The
first festival was held
following a resolution
in 1995 when the 74th
Legislature of the State
of Texas declared Rains
County “The Eagle
Capital of Texas” as
an effort to protect and
preserve the American
Bald Eagles in the area.
The resolution was ad-
opted by the Senate on
May 24, 1995 and by
the House on May 29,
1995. It was signed by
the Governor George
W. Bush on June 16,
1995 officially pro-
claiming Rains County

See 24th Annual....
Continued on Page 3-A

The TPWD ShareLunker began w1th the first entry being caught by
Lake Fork Guide Mark Stevenson on November 26, 1986. Mark’s
Lake Fork hawg weighed 17.67-1bs.

TPWD/Toyota ShareLunker Program

with a 24~
On January 1,

By Don Hampton

For more than 31
years, Texas Parks
and Wildlife De-
partment’s (TPWD)
Toyota ShareLunk-
er Program has part-
nered with anglers
to enhance bass
fishing in Texas.
The program was
first initiated on
November 26, 1986
when Mark Steven-
son caught a Lake
Fork bass
weighingl7.67-
pounds and measur-
ing 27.5” in length

girth.

2018 the program
launched a new
year-round partici-
pation season and
more opportunities
to participate and be
recognized for con-
tributions. The pro-
gram also adopted a
new logo and look
that conveys the ex-
citement of catch-
ing a lunker bass.

With the new pro-
gram initiated in
the 2018 season
that ran from Janu-
ary 1st through De-

cember 31st, once
again Lake Fork
out shined all other
lakes in the state.
During the course
Lake Fork had 72
ShareLunkers, 3 of
the 6 state wide in
the Lunker Legacy
Class; Lake Con-
roe 40 ShareLunk-
ers; Lake Athens 28
ShareLunkers; Sam
Rayburn 21 Share-
Lunkers; O.H. Ivie
17 ShareLunkers;
Gilmer Reservoir
14  ShareLunkers;

See TPWD/Toyota....
Continued on Page 4-A
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“Bubba’s Resolution Is Making a Naughty List For Next Christmas!”

By: Don Hampton

Twas the season, and as far as Bubba is
concerned it’s “Tis the season,” still. While
everyone else was making a list of New
Year’s resolutions, Bubba is making out his
Christmas shopping list for December, 2019.
While a resolution for the New Year is made
to improve one’s character or habits, Bub-
ba’s list is going to make better shoppers
next year out of his family and friends.

Just like Santa, he has a list and he is
checking it twice to see exactly who shopped
naughty or nice for him. For those that
bought Bubba “Fishing Stuff” their names
are going on the nice list. This will be very
beneficial for these individuals because he’ll
shop for them very meticulously and with
much thought and care. I would believe his
motives for this are truly self-serving.

His two favorites and on the top of his 2018
nice list were Bubbette and Bubba, Jr. They
know him real well and know about the list
he makes after Christmas each year. They al-
ways know just the right items to buy him. It
also makes shopping for him real easy. Each
year they buy him gift certificates so he can
go buy his own “Fishing Stuff”. Bubba keeps
their names on the top of his list.

For those individuals that gave Bubba a
present that didn’t include “Fishing Stuff”
and bought him items that just cannot or will
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not fit into his way of life or thinking, well,
they will find their name on his naughty list.
I quoted the old cliché to Bubba, “It’s not the
gift that counts but the thought!” Of course
he quoted me back one of his own, “Well,
they should have put a little more thought
into these,” he said holding up a paisley tie
and a potted plant. On those two presents I
had to agree with him.

I’ve known him longer than anyone and
I haven’t seen him in a tie for at least 30
years. I’ve gone to weddings, graduations,
funerals, baptisms, and even a couple of bar
mitzvahs with him and he has never worn
a tie. He cleans up pretty nicely but you
can’t force him to wear a tie. He has even
informed me that when the good Lord takes
him he will not be wearing a tie. I’d say he
feels pretty strongly about a tie.

Bubba is the type that wouldn’t say any-
thing to the person that gave a present to him
and he wouldn’t even try to take something
back to a store but he always seems to find
a good use for everything. So don’t be sur-
prised or laugh when you see his boat tied up
to a stump on Lake Fork with a paisley tie,
unless you’re the one on his naughty list.

When it came to the potted plant, this really
spurred my curiosity. Whoever gave Bubba
this surely didn’t know about his naughty
list. I even had the pleasure of watching him
open this one. What really surprised me at

first was how many times he checked the
name card. I asked him later why he kept
checking the name card and he explained,
“The first three times [ was just making sure
it wasn’t meant for Bubbette and the fourth
time | wanted to make sure I remembered
who sent that to me!” I’'m going shopping
with Bubba next year just to see what that
individual is going to get. Knowing Bubba
the way I do it will probably be purchased at
a gas station.

I did ask Bubba what his plans were for
the potted plant just because I have one of
those inquiring minds and you know how
that goes. He had two options he was going
to go with. First he was going to see if Bub-
bette wanted it, but since she doesn’t really
have a green thumb either I expect it will go
to Bubba’s second option. He’s going to put
some earthworms in it, keep the soil moist,
put some coffee grounds in it occasionally
so the worms will reproduce. That way he’ll
have plenty of bait for bream fishing in the
summer.

If he does do the latter though, wouldn’t
that mean that person should be transferred
to the nice list because technically it is now
“Fishing Stuff”. If that is the case and he
uses the tie the way he plans to, shouldn’t
that person’s name be transferred to the nice
list. Oh well, I guess it really is the thought
that counts.
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24th Anllllal Eagle FeSt (Continued from Page 1-A)

as the “Eagle Capital of
Texas”. The Rains
County Eagle Fest is
an educational effort to
expand our knowledge
of the bald eagles in
the area and our local
heritage. Although the
weather is often unpre-
dictable in January dur-
ing the festival, winter
is the best time to see
the eagles since there is
less foliage obstructing
the view and their nests.

The Rains County
Eagle Fest host visi-
tors from all over the
country. This is a full-
day festival celebrating
and highlighting the
American Bald Eagles
that live around Lake
Fork, Lake Tawakoni
and in Rains County.
The festival includes
a line-up of live bird
shows, educational
exhibits and displays,

& i

fun wildlife presen-
tations, interactive
Aztec Dance perfor-
mances, nature tours,
craft and food vendors
and more! A highlight
of the festival is the
bus and barge tours
at Lake Fork and the
special bus tours at the
old Iron Bridge Cross-
ing at the Sabine River
Authority on Lake
Tawakoni.

General Admission is
$5 for adults and teens.
Children under 12 are
free. Bus and barge
tours are available at an
additional cost — Bus
tours are $5 per per-
son; Barge tours are
$35 per person. Tick-
ets are available in ad-
vance online. General
Admission and Bus
Tour tickets will also
be available at the door
(however, due to limit-

ed seating on the barge
tickets usually
sell out in advance).

tours,
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TPWD/Toyota ShareLunker Program (conined iom page 1-4)

Lady Bird Lake 13 ShareLunkers; Lake

Sheldon 13 ShareLunkers; Lyndon B.
Johnson 12 ShareLunkers; Lake Bu-
chanan 10 ShareLunkers. The big-

gest bass of the year was caught on
Lake Fork and weighed 15.48-pounds.

“Angler recognition contin-
ues to be a primary goal of the
TPWD/ShareLunker program,” said Kyle
Brookshear, Toyota ShareLunker program
coordinator. “For the second year ever an-
glers who catch an 8-pound or larger can
participate simply by providing important
information to us to use to improve bass
fisheries science. We will recognize and
reward these anglers as well as those an-
glers who loan their lunker bass weigh-
ing 13-pounds or greater to our breeding
program during the spawning season.”
The four levels of achievement are: Lunk-
er Legacy Class: Every angler who loans
a 13-pound or larger bass to the Toyota
ShareLunker program during the spawn-
ing period January 1st to March 31st will
join the prestigious. These valuable fish
are an integral piece of the Toyota Share-
Lunker selective breeding and stocking
program and anglers will be eligible for
an exciting prize package commensurate

January

with the importance of sharing their lunk-
er. Each Lunker Legacy Class angler will
receive a Toyota ShareLunker Catch Kit
containing branded merchandise and fish-
ing tackle items, a 131b+ Legacy decal,
VIP access to awards programming at the
Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest, a replica
of their fish, and an entry into the year-
end “ShareLunker Prize Drawing to win a
$5,000 shopping spree and an annual fish-
ing license to be held at the end of the
spawning March 31st. The 2018 winner of
the drawing was Michael Terrebone from
Cut Off, Louisiana. Lunker Legend Class:
Anglers who enter a 13-pound or larger
largemouth bass January Ist through De-
cember 31st will become a part of the
Lunker Legend Class. These anglers will
receive a Toyota ShareLunker Catch Kit
containing branded merchandise and fish-
ing tackle items, a 131b+ decal to display
their achievement, a replica of their fish,
and an entry into the year-end ShareLunk-
er Prize Drawing for a $5,000 shopping
spree and an annual fishing license. Lunk-
er Elite Class: Anglers catching double-
digit largemouth bass 10 to 12.99-pounds
January 1st through December 31st will
become a part of the Lunker Elite Class:

These anglers will receive a Toyota Share-
Lunker Catch Kit containing branded mer-
chandise and fishing tackle items, a 101b+
decal to display their achievement, and
an entry into the year-end ShareLunker
Prize Drawing for a 5,000 shopping spree.
Lunker Class: Anglers entering large-
mouth bass at least 8-pounds or 24” in
length January 1st through December 31st
will be recognized at the Lunker Class
level. These anglers will receive a Toyota
ShareLunker Catch Kit containing brand-
ed merchandise and fishing tackle items,
and 8lb+ decal to display their achieve-
ment, and an entry into the year-end Share-
Lunker Prize Drawing for a $5,000 shop-
ping spree and an annual fishing license.

The new logo and new tagline, “Big-
ger Better Bass” highlights the branding
changes to the program, which also in-
cludes new Toyota ShareLunker branded
merchandise for prizes, updated market-
ing materials and the new website and
mobile application to make it easy to en-
ter your catch in the program and keep
up with the latest ShareLunker news.
Starting January 1st,anglers can quickly en-
tertheir catch ontheir smartphone using the

(Continued on next page)
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Toyota ShareLunker mobile applica-
tion, which is available for free down-
load in the i1Tunes app store and on
Google play or online on the Toyota
ShareLunker website, texassharelunker.
com The digital entry forms allow an-
glers to easily submit photos of the fish
being properly measured, weighed and
held. Other entry criteria is detailed
on the website and mobile application.
In addition to providing information and
photos of their fish, anglers will also be
able to provide a genetic sample of their
largemouth bass by collecting and send-
ing fish scales to TPWD using simple
instructions from the app and website.
This data will help fisheries biologist
evaluate the impact of the ShareLunk-
er breeding and stocking program in the
gene pool. “Monitoring the impact of
ShareLunker stockings is critical to
evaluating the success of the program,”
Brookshear said. “That’s why the citi-
zen scientist piece is so important — we
need anglers to help us better under-
stand the populations of our biggest
bass in Texas and we are excited to of-
fer exciting prizes in exchange for pro-
viding us with the information and ge-
netic material from their lunker catches.”
Hatchery Staffwill also attempttospawnall

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

eligible ShareLunkers 13-pounds or larg-
er donated between January 1st and March
31st. Offspring of female genetic inter-
grades will be combined and stocked back
to the source locations for all ShareLunker
entries for the year, and genetically pure
offspring will be maintained at the Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens and
eventually distributed to all TPWD produc-
tion hatcheries to be used as brood stock
for statewide largemouth bass stockings.

“Our goal is for all hatchery-held Flor-
ida largemouth bass brood stock to even-
tually be descendants of ShareLunkers,”
said Brookshear. “Increasing the percent-
age of ShareLunker offspring being in-
troduced into Texas waters is an impor-
tant part of increasing the lunker genetic
potential in the state. We are incredibly
grateful for anglers who choose to loan
us these valuable fish and we are look-
ing forward to continuing our efforts to
make Texas fishing bigger and better
with the selective breeding program.”
For program updates, photos and to keep
up with Texas lunker catches, join the
ShareLunker community online at www.
facebook.com/sharelunker program/’.
The Toyota ShareLunker Program is made
possible by a grant to the Texas Parks &
Wildlife Foundation from Gulf States

Page 5-A

Toyota. Toyota is a longtime support-
er of the Foundation and Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department, providing ma-
jor funding for a wide variety of educa-
tion, fish, parks and wildlife projects.
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“Baby It’s Cold Outside”

By David Ozio

“”Baby it’s Cold Outside”! Even the bass
think so. Another year on Fork is now com-
plete and there were a lot of big fish that made
it to the scales throughout the year. January
and February produced some super giants and
many double digits followed suit throughout
the ensuing months. This lake is one of a kind
if you have the stamina to stay with it. Cur-
rently, locally heavy rains have made this Su-
per Pond yoyo up and down which has helped
and hurt in 1t’s own right. With the gates open,
fish have scattered and have been slow to take
up residence on typical winter haunts at this
point. No worries though. Water will stabilize
soon and everything will be back to normal.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Commoner (abbr.)

43, Projection
5. Before sunsets

44. Give advice, explain

9. Thou not 45. Fakes
14. Lounge about 46. Yemen citizen
15. ____ Turner, rock singer 48, Caesar, comedian
16. Shield 50. Egyptian goddess
17. Phil ____, former CIA 33. Greek prophetesses
18. Pay attention to 58. Waterway for Pierre
19. Soul 63. UC Berkeley museum
20. Wolfe novel, with “Of” 64, Cheese
23. Chinese capital 65, Frank’s diary

24, Tennis matches
25. Austrian money
27. Figure of speech

66. After prayers
67. Heavier sword blade
68. Greek portico

32. Irag man (var.) 69. Cap
36. Soothing plant 70. Begetters
39. Scan 71. Thou sinned

40. Gould work

CLUES DOWN
1. deutsch, low German 33. Abnormal breathing
2. Maxims 34. Styptic
3. Fragrant resin from tropical 35. Paul , Swiss painter

trees
4. Masks profane words
5. Cultural
6. Competed
7. Samoyedic
8. Hebrew letter

37. Light-emitting diode (abbr.)
38. Minerals

41. St. Pat’s people

42. About some Norse poems
47. Most agreeable

49. Editions

9. Rare 51. Embed (var.)
10. Loloish 52. Minute floating marine animal
11. Tel , Israel city 54. Bold

12. Green “lemon”

13. Czar (var.)

21. Scandinavian gods
22, Attila .

26. Possess

28. Strongly suggest
29. Odd person

30. Hair

31. Nol subtracts

32. Uncertain

Answers on Page 21-A

55. Gossiper

56. Twisted yarns

57. Walter William
lexicographer

58. Fatty tissue

59. Italy’s capital

60. Vessel

61. Small integer

62. Necessity

, British

The good news with this recent abundance of
water, an awesome spawn is on the horizon.
As 1t stands now, the lake is several inch-
es over pool and the water temps are hover-
ing around the low 50’s which points to the
fact that most bass should have set up on
their winter haunts out in deep water by now.
Stable water in January will move the green
beasts to their typical winter lairs and can be
caught on the right day.Their feeding habits
are slowed down due to the cold water and
one good meal could last them a while. The
key is to target schools of shad and bar fish in
the 20-30 foot range. Good electronics are the
key and pay strict attention to the hooks that
surround the school. The A-rig will be the go
to set up to target these monster bass and rig
it with any five inch swimbait on a 3/16 oz
head. A flutter spoon or jigging spoon will
also do the trick and my color choice will be
gold. Focus your search on humps, roadbeds,
long points and pond dams. If you notice the
big arches laying on the bottom, switch to the
Carolina rig or football jig in black/blue to
attract the larger bites. Use a long leader on
your C-rig with a 3/0 or 4/0 hook. Creature
baits, large worms or giants lizards will be
the baits of choice. I use blue fleck and char-

treuse pepper on cloudy days and watermelon
red or watermelon candy colors when the suns
beaming down in full force. Drop shots will
play a huge roll in the coming months espe-
cially if the lake stays at this level or slightly
below.January is the time of the year when
the ultra giants are moving around and it of-
fers the extreme possibility to boat the trophy
of your dreams.

An alternate pattern targets the skinny wa-
ter. Fishing shallow on the bright sunny days
is the place to be, especially between 2:00 and
5:00pm. It is the warmest part of the day and

the top layer of water offers comfort to the
(See Baby It’s Cold.......
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“A Perpetual Search for Love”

By Johnny Trammell

Today, I am on the
prowl for a female. The
bigger her belly and the
more she weighs drives
me absolutely crazy!
I have braved the ele-
ments, darkness, heat,
rain, lightning, and
freezing temperatures
in search for her. I have
spent hours reading
about her; I shop for
things that might al-
lure her and things that
smell so good she might
not be able to resist. |
have spent thousands of
dollars in my pursuit of
her. My wife, at times,
has been jealous of her;
we’ve argued about her
many times. | have left
my wife alone for con-
secutive days in search

Guys &
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o i

Hair Salon

Downtown Alba « WIFT available
n. 129 8. Broadway * 903-765-2420
@¥=<  ~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca
* Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha

of her. I think about her
more than any other fe-
male on earth. I have
dreams about her; 1
have searched both high
and low for her. Some-
times she plays hard to
get; and | leave in dis-
appointment because I
did not get to meet her.

I know some day
when we finally do get
to meet, it will no doubt
be love at first sight!
When I get to look into
her eyes and hold her in
my hands, [ will yell out
a big ole “Woo Hoo!
I will get my picture
taken with her and send
it to all of my buddies.
I will send our picture
to the local newspaper
with a story on how we
finally met. I will take
her measurements and

Dolls

have a replica made
of her and place it on
my wall. From time to
time, I will glance at it
with a fond memory of
her. Consequently be-
cause of my deep love
for her, I will not be
able to keep her long; I
will have to tell her that
I cannot keep her and
that I must release her.
With a tear in my eye
and a lump in my throat
it will be a sad day; yet
somewhat of a gratify-
ing day to think that
someday we might meet
again, where she will
be bigger and heavier
than ever before. Who
is she you might ask?
She is the “Elusive
Large Mouth Bass”!

Practice C.PR.

A Salon For The

Whole Family!

INVESTED THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS

IN YOUR BOAT AND EQUIPMENT?

ITvan do mat have a boat or just want fe spend an enjovable day on the ke Ashing

in somenns clee's haat - hire a guide!l! However, if you have invested thowsands
of dellars in a boat and equipment, or know someone wlo has, and want to spend
cnjoyable time on the water, call me!ll Far a feaction of the cost of a guide frip, 1
will help you master vour electronics to lacate fish, Iwill help vau learn the lalie sa
vou can fimd and eateh fish with the fishing cquipment vou already have and | will

i I specialize in jig fshing for bass (and erappie). T insteact in all
itlee mew fish catching technigues as well as the basics. | lealk forward fo hearing
from yom seon. Excellent My fishing and sutstanding bass fishing trips on Private
Lake mear Lake Fork, Call Rov Greer at 205-T65-2078 ar Write to L0, Box 244,
Adba, Tx, T5410-0E44

THE "BASS CLINIC"
Learn or Tmprove Fishing Technigies
w Jigs « Spoans « Carolina Bigs « Wacky Worins « Liglit Tackle Drop Shotting
w Liape Selection * Lure Prescatation « Hl:mlill;.'_ Structure { Electromie)
# Aguatie Vegetation « Miglit Fislilag « Fly Fishing
CLINIC N BEAUTIFUL LAKE FORK

Roy Greer (903) 765-2075
e-mail: roy/a thebassclinic.com
website: www.thebassclinic.com

Crappic
Trips
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Mid-Winter Bald Eagle Count
January 12th & 13%,2019

We will be meeting at the OakRidge Marina Café each morning at about 7 AM
so that we can be ready and in place by 8 AM for the start of the count which
will last until 11 AM each morning.

The OakRidge Marina Café is located on Hwy. 154 about /s mile from the 154
bridge.
We will have routes from the land as well as by water, so if you have a boat that
could be used we would really appreciate it.

Please dress for the type of weather we may have and in Texas at this time of
the year you never know.

If you have any questions call Sanford at 903-985-9825 or e-mail at

sanfordvalentine@att.net

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.

B W 903-383-7121 %,
\\e@ Store Hours: Mon. ~ Thurs. 5:30 to 6:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 6:00 * Sun. 6:30 to 5:00

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!
’S Will Be
Opening In
February!!!

L7
&e
>

ay >

2

NEW ITEM
NOW IN
STOCK!!!

Cayun Rops




Lake Fork’s Largest & Finest

~~ Motel-Lodges-RV Park
Tent Camping-Boat Ramp
Tackle/Gift Store-Restaurant

- Gaseline:Propane-WIFI ™ §

275 CR 1558 » Alba, TX 75410 & 903-T85-2764 & www.lakeforkmaring com

5 miles N of Alba on Hwy.17

Paul Bacon
Licensed

Master Physical
Therapist

N> Fork

iz | _.-I; I‘-_r_r R '. .

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT
TREATMENTS FOR:

* Back & Neck Pain * Pre/Post Op Rehab

* Joint Pain Or Injury  * Sports Injuries
* Geriatric Aillments * Workers’ Comp. Injuries

* Chronic Headaches ™ Dizziness/Vertigo

S8 Tt S0

Emory, Texas

“Forks

By Terri Moon

Happy New Year
to you all! T love the
anticipation of the up-
coming year. I know
January will bring
cooler weather with
not as many fishable
days so it’s time to
check out all the boat
and tackle shows in
your area! It’s incred-
ible to see the growth
of the crappie fishing
industry. It’s finally
getting the attention
it has long time de-
served! From the tack-
le to trolling motors,
to electronics, even
the boat manufactur-
ers are finally putting
the crappie fishermen
in mind. Even big-
ger and better pay-
outs for the crappie
tournaments — giving
way to more televi-
sion exposure. It’s a
WIN-WIN for all of
us crappie fishermen!

Whether you fish a
lot or a little — there
is nothing better than
fishing in comfort!
Good job Skeeter
Boats for getting in-
volved in the crappie
fishing world! I’ve
been in their Sol-
era 205 for about 3
months (and as much
as I loved fishing in
the Solera 189) the
extra length of the 205
has made the comfort
and fish ability “off
the chart” especially
when [ have extra peo-
ple on board. Another
“BONUS” of the Sol-
era 205 is the Yamaha
250 motor! What a
sweet combination!

So, if you’re bored
with cabin fever, get

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

“The Moon

Winter

January

out to your local boat
and tackle shows and
check out all the latest
in the fishing world.
Be sure and stop by
the Lowrance booth.
They have something
really exciting com-
ing out with their
new “HDS LIVE” so-
nar views. Get ready
to have your mind
blown with this! Also,
the best bang for your
buck has to be hands
down for Minn Kota’s
Ultrex Trolling Motor
with its PRICELESS
“Spot Lock” — (I just
couldn’t imagine not
having this piece of
equipment in my life)!

Don’t forget to see
Shimano’s latest —
(I’'m partial to the Sa-
hara 500 reels). They
balance perfect with a
5 ft. ultralite rod but
sadly Shimano dis-
continued their 5 ft.
rods. So, thank you to
“Reel Time Rods” at
Lake Fork for build-
ing me one! There
is nothing more fun
than fishing with su-
per ultralite equip-
ment especially when
the big ones bite!

Now — if by chance
you find a day that
the wind isn’t blow-
ing 40 mph and it’s

not raining, get out
there and have some
fun with Forks win-
ter fishing. Our water
temperatures dropped
drastically but have
stabilized to the mid
40’s to low 50’s so
the crappie are bunch-
ing up and starting to
fatten up. We have
been targeting 25 to
35 ft. in 25 to 45 ft. of
water so keep a close
eye on that graph and
search for the baitfish
and target that depth.
Also remember, a
SLOW-MOTION-
NO-MOTION  with
just a twitch now and
then is a good idea
for this time of year.
Check the deep bridg-
es, main lake points
and humps, and deep
ledges. When fish-
ing this deep in open
water, I like rigging
2 jigs about a foot
apart. On cloudy days
or murky water we’re
using darker colors
—  black/chartreuse,
grey/blue — then on
brighter, clearer wa-
ter days — chartreuse/
blue, and white/char-
treuse. Also, my very
favorite fishing line is
Sufix Siege in HI-VIS
tangerine in 8§ Ib. test.

(Continued on next page)



It’s so easy to see the
subtle bites with this.

Now for all you
“Buddy” fans out
there — his wounds
have healed nicely and
big thanks to Quitman
Animal Clinic for
always giving such
loving care to him. I
think he knows and
appreciates that they
saved his life when
they first met him! He
is adjusting to his new
routine and just loves
his wvisits to Lake
Fork Marina (but he
still likes to wander)
so, | appreciate ev-
eryone who keeps
an eye out for him.

I’m hoping all of
you had a wonderful
Holiday Season and
I’m looking forward

to an exciting year of crappie fishing on Fork!
Sending  special  thoughts and
prayers to my family in Missouri!

ELECTRONICS ANMNID GOMDY'S PLLAN
Featuring America’s Mol FISHFINDER
And Lowrance Prostaff Speakers

MUSIC: THE CROSS COUNTRY

COWEBOY CHURCH BAND
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 6-8 PM
LAKE FORE BAPTIST CHURCH
9483 WL FM 515, ALBA, TEXAS
GRAMD PRIZE—LOWRAMCE 9" ELITE Tl 2 VALUED AT 51,000

MAJOR PRIZES—GUIDED FISHING TRIPS, RODS, REELS
AMD OTHER PRIZES

TICKETS 510, AVAILABLE AT CHURCH QFFICE
OR WILL CALL 903-473.9523

rOR
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Cast into the New Year with Free Youth Fishing at the Tyler Nature Center Jan. 5 and Jan. 12

Looking for a unique, family-friendly New
Year’s resolution that you can accomplish in Ty-
ler, Texas? Here’s an idea - take the family out to
catch a colorful rainbow trout for fun or a tasty
meal at the 13th Annual “Trails to Trout” fishing
event at the Tyler Nature Center fishing pond.

“The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
is stocking thousands of catchable-size rain-
bow trout at the pond to provide a high-qual-
ity, fun fishing experience for anglers of all
ages,” said Richard Ott, TPWD Inland Fisher-
ies District Supervisor for Tyler South. “This
is the perfect opportunity to introduce a child
to fishing, catch your first fish or simply spend
a day connecting with family in the outdoors.”

The “Trails to Trout” event is free and open
to the public 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
Jan. 5 and Saturday, Jan. 12. There is no reg-
istration required and no need to purchase a
fishing license - all anglers need to bring is
fishing equipment and bait. The East Texas
Woods and Waters Foundation (ETWWF) and
TPWD will provide the rest, including staff
on-hand to assist beginner fishing duos and
provide limited fishing equipment for those
who need it on a first-come, first-served basis.

Anglers can keep up to their daily bag limit of
fiverainbow troutand one channel catfish per day.

ﬂvldence

Pairks

SECURE RV LIVING

After a day of fish-
ing at the pond, fami-
lies are encouraged
to explore the nearby
outdoor hiking trails
to complete the great
outdoors experience.
Recommended Equip-
ment: Each child will
need a light-action
rod and reel combina-
tion with small fishing
hooks, light line 12
Ib. test or less, small
bobbers  (optional),
and small split shot.
For bait, bring salmon
eggs, whole kernel
corn, marshmallows,
small worms or pre-
pared trout bait (Berk-
ley PowerBait Hatch-
ery Formula Chews or
similar). Small roost-
er-tail spinners work
well. If you intend
to keep trout, make
sure to pack a string-

er or small cooler.
How to Get Here:
From ESE Loop 323
in Tyler, go southeast
on University Blvd.
(Spur 248). Take a
right turn on F.M. 848

(Bascom Road). Go
0.2 miles and turn right
at The Nature Cen-
ter gate. Please park
in designated areas in
the main parking area
and walk to the pond

using the concrete
trail near the kiosk.

A complete list of
trout stocking dates
and locations is avail-
able at www.tpwd.tex-
as.gov/troutstocking

Always ThinKk...

When Getting
On The Lake!!!

Weekend Fishermen to Full-time Living.
All spots shaded.
Security Gate and Street Lights.
Well-spaced large spots. Room for your weekend boat.

Wifi available at main building.
We have a spot for you.

Full hookups. Owner onsite. Community Building. Bunk room for guests.
No RVs older than 10 years upon entrance.

Make us your home or your home away from home.

1762 FM 288 Just North of Hwy 154, Quitman, TX 75783
info@ProvRV.com Www.ProvRV.com
Call James at 903.226.3016
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Bﬂat mr!er Steps by E ::Lsry Srep Systems LLC Fixed and Swm o |
Awqy Mﬂdez's Available Five Easy St‘ep M ﬂdeﬁs To C‘k 00se F Fom

New From
Lasy Slep Syslem
3 - Step Side Mount
Model ESS-3 18-5M
Ofiset to allow more
mounling oplions

400-1b load limit

Easy Step Jiﬁerm
boat trailer steps:

« No more crawling on
vour hands and knees

* No more slipping,
searching for the fender
* No more falling, search-
ing for the trailer frame
+ Mo more scratching
trailer tenders with your
shoes

* No more worrying
about loading or un-
loading your boat by
yourself

* Has a handrail to hold
when entering and exit-
ng

= Has a strong and du-
rable powder coat finish

for a lasting new ap- Cﬂ“ 800_966_1502 Mu“‘ -

pearance.
= (Capacity rating
400 1bs,

The ESS 3
A 3-step Powder-Coated
Steel maodel that fits most
air, aluminum, bass, flats,
andl pleasure boal trailers.
Easy Step System
boat trailer steps
mount to the longue
or frame of vour
trailer so vou can
load or unload
everyone and
everything on or off
of your boat salely
and easily while still
an Lthe trailer.
Made In America
In Tyler, Texas

The ESS-3SA
A 3-step model that folds down and away that fits most swing-away
tongue trailers.

——

The ESS-4-88

A 4-step Galvanized
Steel model that fits
maost bay, center con-
sole, and high bow
pleasure boat
trailers.

The ESS-3-8§ The ESS-4

A 3.step Galva- A 4-step model that
nized Steel model fits most bay, center
that fits most air, console, and high bow
aluminum,  bass, pleasure bhoat trailers.

flats, and pleasure
boat trailers.

Endorsed By:

"The Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament”,
The Fisherman's Guide News, "Bassin With Bubba'
The Wish To Fish Foundation

Proud Sponsor of The Legend of Lake Fork
15th Annual Big Bass Tournament

Fri. 8a.m. to Sp.m.

web: www.easystepsystem.com email: infol@easystepsystem.com

Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.

~ Matthew 4:19 ~
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By Mike McFarland

Well first of all I hope
you all had a Merry
Christmas and I wish you
all a Happy New Year.
With January upon us
and cold water tempera-
tures bass fishing can be
considered slow going.
In order to find better
and more frequent suc-
cess here are a few very

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

“Knowing What To Look For!”

important factors to keep
in mind when winter bass
fishing on Lake Fork or
anywhere for that matter.
The first is to pay very
close to warm trending
weather patterns. When
we have a night time low
temperature thats above
the current water tem-
peratures the lake will
retain some of the daily
warming trend. Two

nights in a row of warm-
ing trend and bingo the
shallow expansive flats,
especially ones with
vegetation warm up tre-
mendously and the fish
in those areas become
active. By studying the
navionics mapping on
my Lowrance unit and
premarking these poten-
tial shallow areas through
the lake I can check and

Michael McFarland

Lake Fork Guide Service
Individual * Group » Corporate

» Instructional & Beginner Trips

: All Fishermen Welcome! Use the best rods,
| reels and tackle all provided and mclusive
with this ad. Specializing i teaching from
the beginning basics all the way throngh o
the career pro level High school team dis-
conntsll! Remember to take a kid fishing or
hunting, There is nothing more rewarding
than the ontdoors itseli!

Mike @mcfarlandhshing.com
602-826-1524

381W.Lemnon Dr. BENT TREE
MOTEL .}
YR A

(Hwy 09)

Emory, TX 75440

(03) 473-0061

Clean, spacious rooms

and suites. Close to Lake

Fork, Lake Tawakoni and

Canton First Monday

Trades Day! Located at
TX-276 and US 69,

fish them only when we
have had a good warm-
ing trend. I use the Low-
rance temperature bar
graph to find the warm
trending water in those
specific areas and hone in
much faster to the sweet
spots. Once I find a good
warming area I will use
rattle traps, squarebills,
chatterbaits, jerkbaits and
glide baits to get the job
done. These warming

trends are obviously an
afternoon deal but heres
an early morning tip, look
for the areas with fog.

e WRANCE ™

When there has been
no warming trend and
things are very cold I will
stick with the bridges,
pylons and any mass of
sun exposed concrete
or rock I can find. The
mass amount of concrete
absorbs the daily heat
from the sun and can re-
ally warm up the water in
these areas. Remember
this is a daily and after-
noon trend however it
can get very good with 2
days or more of the night
time warming trend we
previously  discussed.

1026 E. Lennon Dr,

(Hwy 69)

Emory, TX 75440

03) 4732022

hook.hestwestern,com

Premier rooms and amenities

including: Banquet Room,

Swimming Pool and Hot Tub,

Business and Fitness Center

and hoat parking. Located at
FM 515 and US 69.

January

This image is of an un-
der water bridge. You
can find these old under
water bridges next to
and adjacent to most of
the new active bridges.
The bass and baitfish
will use these areas as a
winter home. [ usually
will fish these areas with
an Alabama rig only un-
less Im fishing the shal-
low pylons in which then
I will use suspending
jerkbaits. My third and
final winter presentation
in the cold slow going
water is a 1/20z. San-
tone rattling jig (black/
blue or black/brown/or-
ange). | exclusively fish
the tree stumps and roots
in the creek bends but
will make that be next
months article. I hope
this helps you all catch
more fish and under-
stand a little more about
cold water bass fishing.

Practice C.EPR.

Best

Western

PLUS
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BEST TACKLE
- ONFORK! |

&

ONDPINEY!,

2949 W. HIGHWAY 154 - QUITMAN TX 75783 - (903) 878-2529
www.oakridgemarina.com

{ @oakridgemarina
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Battleship Texas to Re-Open Third Deck, Engine Room Jan. 5

Operation Full Steam Ahead, the final
phase of repairs, cleaning and safety
upgrades to the third deck of the Battle-
ship Texas is scheduled to conclude Sat-
urday, January 5. To commemorate the
grand re-opening, the Battleship Texas
State Historic Site will host a ribbon
cutting and Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department staff will be leading spe-
cial tours of the newly opened areas. In

honor of the ship’s 104th “berth” year,
the first 104 people will be granted free
admission.

For the first time in more than two
years, visitors will be able to tour the
ship’s engine room, machine shop,
brig, ammunition passageway and radio
room, all of which have been closed for
major structural repairs.

The program is set to begin at 8:45

RAN BY FISHERMEN FOR FISHERMEN

Motel, Lodge,
RV Park

“All Newly Remodeled!”

Make Your Reservations
online or

Give Us A Call!

903-878-2500 Fax: 903-878-7131 Hwy. 154 Lake Fork

* Lakeside Pavilion
Perfect for Tournaments
and Qutdoor Events

* Beautiful Lake View

* Modern Store

* Full Tackle

* Bait

Paved Parking Lot & Drive

e

* Gas at the pump & on
the water at the pier
* Dump Station
* Big Fish Aquarium
* Paved Parking
* Fish Cleaning
Station

Fishing Piers & Cleaning -

=l

=

Station [

L Uy _-:"__E-TF“WIF_

* Boat Launches

* Generous Parking
* Annual RV Sites

* RV & Tent

Camping

* Satellite TV
* Wi-Fi
Now Available

Outside Pavilion Great For
Tournaments & Family Reunions
& Social Gatherings

We Now Fill Propane Bottles

email: MinnowOne@aol.com
web: www.minnowbucketmarina.com

Paved Parking Room Fronts

a.m. Visitors can begin lining up at
7:30 a.m. to get their hand stamped and
receive their ticket, a piece of salvaged
steel from the ship, to board after the
ribbon cutting ceremony. Regular ship
admission will be charged once the first
104 visitors have boarded the ship.
Admission to the ship is $12 for visitors
ages 12 to 64; $6 per person for visitors
65 and older; and $3 for children 5-11
years of age. Active and retired military
personnel (with valid ID), Texas State
Parks Pass holders, and children 4 and
younger are free. There is no charge to
enter the San Jacinto Battleground park
area adjacent to the ship.

The first round of critical structural
repairs to the Battleship Texas began in
2013 when the support structure under
the ship’s Engine Room and areas of the
stern were addressed. The project was
completed in January 2015.

Later that year, the Texas Legisla-
ture allocated $25 million for the sec-
ond phase of structural repairs, which
included the steering gear room, D-13
trimming tank, rear emergency die-
sel generator room, dynamo condenser
room, and miscellancous tanks, trunks
and storerooms. This phase of repair
work was completed in September 2018.

With both phases complete, majority
of the most deteriorated structural el-
ements of Battleship Texas behind the
boiler rooms have been addressed. The
only remaining critical structural re-
pairs will be the framing beneath the
boiler rooms. Permanent repairs to the
hull can only be accomplished with the
ship out of water in a permanent dry
berth.

The Battleship Texas is operated by
TPWD. It is permanently moored ad-
jacent to the San Jacinto Battleground
and Monument, 3523 Independence
Parkway, in La Porte.
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Texas Game Wardens Target Illegal Oystering with Operation Reef Safeguard I

Texas game wardens in Calhoun and Aran-
sas counties recently led a multi-agency law
enforcement surge operation targeting illegal
commercial oyster harvest and possession
along the coastal bend, netting more than 140
criminal cases. Many of the violations were
for possession of undersized oysters that
the state’s prized reef ecosystem requires
for sustainability and long-term health.

Operation Reef Safeguard I consisted of pa-
trols by Texas game wardens between Dec.
10-14 in collaboration with law enforcement
officers with the U.S. Border Patrol, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Coast
Guard, Calhoun County Sherriff’s Office
and the Aransas County Sherriff’s Office.

“Since 1895, Texas Game Wardens have
proudly protected the state’s oyster re-
sources,” said Col. Grahame Jones, Law
Enforcement Director for the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department. “Texas game war-
dens consider the protection of our natural
resources, including oysters and the reefs
they create to be a priority. Texas game war-
dens take the protection of our oyster reefs
very seriously and we will remain commit-
ted through increased patrols. Additionally,
we will proactively enforce laws regarding
oystering in polluted waters with a zero-tol-

erance approach and will arrest those who
place consumers’ health at serious risk.”

Thanks to additional laws created by the
85th Texas Legislature to help combat the
harvest of undersized oysters through en-
hanced penalties, law enforcement officials
are now able to hold all workers on oyster
boats accountable for possession of under-
sized oysters. Previously, only the boat’s
captain was responsible for an illegal catch.
New rules that took effect November 2017
reduce the allowable amount of undersized
oyster taken from 15 percent to 5 percent and
provided an enhanced penalty for the pos-
session of undersized oyster to an arrestable
offense. Some of the violators intercepted
during the operation possessed cargos con-
sisting of up to 35 percent undersized oysters.

“It 1s critically important to protect our
oyster reefs from illegal harvesting of
small oysters,” said Robin Riechers, TPWD
Coastal Fisheries Division Director. “Pro-
tecting harvest of small oysters ensures
that our reefs stay productive and pro-
tects next year’s marketable size oysters.”

With the enhanced penalties for possessing
undersized oysters, Operation Reef Guard
produced three arrests for Possession of Un-
dersize Oysters third or more offense, en-

hancing it to a Class B Misdemeanor. Game
wardens also observed two oyster boats oys-
tering in restricted waters, Class A misde-
meanor violations resulting in five arrests.

In addition to the more than 140 crimi-
nal cases, game wardens issued numerous
warnings. During the operation, officers
also made arrests for multiple penal code
violations. U.S. Coast Guard boarding of-
ficers identified over 25 violations relat-
ed to vessel crew and safety requirements.

“DATIN' IS A LOT™
_LIKE FISHIN',
OMETIMES CATCH
AND RELEASE IS
THE BEST
METHOD.

COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME

i 1|845 CR 1987

HIDEAWAY HARBOR

LAKE FORK

H45 CH 1987
Yantls, TX 76497

YANTIS, TX.
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP

Make Your Reservations Today
Bait & Tackle Shop * Live Bait » Fishing Pier
Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge * Grocery
Annual RV Leases Available *3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage ¥ Camping
E-mail: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(87

ﬁﬁﬂv.hideaw:.?'ha rbor.com

) 383-5203
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Rodney Franklin Named Texas State Parks Division Director

Rodney Franklin, a 27-year veteran
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment, has been selected as the
Texas State Parks Division Director.

Franklin, previously the Deputy Di-

rector of Texas State Parks, suc-
ceeds Brent Leisure who recently
assumed the role as Interim Chief

Operating Officer for TPWD after 8
years in the state parks director role.

“Rodney Franklin’s career with the
department is a long and distinguished
one,” said TPWD Executive Director
Carter Smith. “He cut his teeth on the
operations of state parks at an early age
and has demonstrated an exceptional
ability to lead teams and carry out the
mission of our nearly 100-year-old state
park system. [ have complete confidence
in Rodney to lead the teams that steward
Texas’ 95 state parks, which represent
some of the state’s most iconic land-
scapes and preserve our rich history.”
As director of Texas State Parks, Frank-
lin will oversee a workforce of about
1,350 employees who proudly protect
and manage the more than 630,000 acres
that comprise the state parks system in

Texas. State parks represent the princi-
ple gateway to the outdoors where nearly
10 million visitors discover adventures
in hiking, camping, fishing and count-
less other outdoor pursuits every year.
“l am extremely honored to have been
selected to lead our state parks team,”
said Franklin. “As we approach the Cen-
tennial of Texas State Parks, I am tru-
ly excited about the opportunities that
lie ahead. I consider it a privilege to
work alongside an outstanding TPWD
leadership team, as well as all the con-
servation professionals throughout the
agency and the state parks division.”
Franklin grew up in the small northeast
Texas town of Powderly. It’s here that he
first discovered a strong interest in con-
servation and public service as a season-
al employee at the Sam Bell Maxey State
Historic Site in nearby Paris, Texas.
Through his tenure at TPWD, Franklin
has effectively led teams at state parks
such as Lake Bob Sandlin and Cooper
Lake, as Regional State Parks Director
for north, north-central, and Panhandle
state parks, and most recently, as the
Deputy Director of Texas State Parks.

“I have spent a number of years work-
ing with friends, colleagues, partners
and organizations dedicated to car-
ing for the special pieces of Texas
represented in our park system,” said
Franklin. “I look forward to continu-
ing this important work as the Tex-
as State Parks Division Director.”

YOU CAN BACK DOWN
THE BOAT RAMP WITHOUT
YOUR HEADLIGHTS ON

LAKESIDE TROLLING MOTOR
8414 W FM 515

Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-3232
AUTHORIZED DEALER

MotorGuide

NEVER STOP.

LOWRANCE

SALES ~ REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS

Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an electri-
cal problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part, our
experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized MotorGuide
Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models of trolling
motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS

We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Low-
rance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year limited
warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by the Low-
rance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest technology,
at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.

Continental

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN
FRONT OF THEM!!
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By Don Hampton

For anglers wishing
to learn or improve
their bass fishing meth-
ods and those who do
not own a boat, here is
some good news you
may want to hear. Texas
Trails Bassmasters of
Lake Fork at their an-
nual meeting in Decem-
ber voted to open mem-
bership to non-boaters.
This means if you join
as a non-boater you will
be fishing in a differ-
ent member’s boat each
tournament. This will
give you experience
in different techniques

The
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Texas

Trails

Bassmasters

and learn the different
lakes the club fishes.
This club is a highly
motivated progressive
bass fishing club with
ties to the Wish to Fish
Foundation and weight
masters for the Wood
County Annual Kid
Fish. If you are thinking
of joining a bass club,
you can’t go wrong with
Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork.

Dues to join the club
are regularly $30 per
year. Now is the time
to join. They are start-
ing their new year off
and offering half price
of $15 for annual mem-
bership fee. Cost for
each tournament is
$25 with a $5 Big Bass
Option. There is also
a progressive side pot

that an optional $5 for
the first 7-pound or over
bass. Non-boaters are
require to pay the boater
$20 for boat expenses.
If you wish to join now
our next tournament is
January 19th on Lake
Bob Sandlin and you
can join at the ramp that
morning before 6 a.m.

For more information
on joining this great
club give Rodney El-
lis, president a call at
903-714-6473 or me,
Don Hampton, VP/
Tournament Direc-
tor at 903-360-6994.

Fishing is going to be
great! Come out and fish
with us! Who knows
you could catch a Share-
Lunker for the season
and finish in the tour-
nament a big winner!

Page 17-A
George’s Channel Catfish

ﬁ Guide Sewnced"_"‘tl

(Only On Lake Fork)

All Tackle & B.ﬂtFurmshed
Catches Cleaned & Packaged

214-202- 6641 2 thph}rcats com

Woods LLC

Promotional Products
Graphics « Signs « Fundraisers

T-Shirts « Hats « Apparel

641-777-0667

www.whisperingwoodsllc.com

See Us on Facebook
(Carts To Go in Texas)

Gnlf Carts

214-673-1313

Friday & Saturday
10:00am-12:00pm
and Z:00pm-5:00pm
OR
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
ANYTIME

Lake Fork

DOne mile south of
Hwy 154 bricige
{across from Trophy lodge)

J & M Guide Service [
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional
Guide

John Morris

Phone: (Y03) 413-6919

Email:
bassmrigseusnet.com

web:
www.jmguideservice.com
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“Cold Water Bass Habits!”

By Andrew Grills

When folks think about January, fishing isn’t the
first thing that comes to mind. There are a few of
us however, that recognize the potential for big
fish during this cold month. That’s why I think it
would be a good idea to discuss the cold water
habits of bass that I have learned over the years.

When I was learning to fish Lake Fork before I
began guiding, I had spent most of my time fishing
during the winter months. I worked on construc-
tion crew and we did a lot of work in the northern
part of the country where it just wasn’t possible to
work in the winter. Therefore, I had a few months

903-638-1170

www.LakeForkGuideAndrewGrills.com

January

ayear, during the winter to spend time on the lake.
I was never intimidated by cold water. I hear
folks talk about slowing down when the water
temperature drops to the mid 50’s. However, I
have had phenomenal days using moving pre-
sentations when the water was in the low 40’s!
The main thing to keep in mind concerning win-
ter fishing, is that the smaller bass don’t have the
need to feed very much. They’re metabolism is
running so slow due to their cold blooded nature
thatthey don’t feel very hungry. The bigger female
bass however, have developing egg sacks that
need protein to grow. Also, bigger bass have to eat
more often in winter to keep up their body weight.
Bass fishing in the winter on Lake Fork is all about
big bass, not numbers. While you can have some
nice days where you catch quite a few, a bite an
hour is about what I expect on an average day. The
key is those bites will generally be quality bites.
I rarely fish deeper than 12’ in the winter.
Sure, there are tons of bass in the deeper wa-
ter on the lower end of the lake. However,
a lot of fish stay close to shallow water in or-
der to warm up on sunny days. They will
pull up and suspend on sunny days, or move
to very shallow water on warm afternoons.
They like deeper water close by as well. I believe
this gives big bass a feeling of safety. Always
having an escape route and having some more

308 E Coke Rd

903-342-0300

Winnsboro, TX
At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald's

Custom Smoking FFor The Holidays
Deer Processing (Seasonal)
Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage » E.E. Wilson Syrup « Honey + Ribbon
Cane * Sorgham * Moonshine Syrup

A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

comfortable water in case of severe cold snap is
important. The term “deeper water” is relative.
In some of the creeks on the upper end of a res-
ervoir that could mean 6’ deep. On other areas of
the lake it might mean 25°. It just depends on the
area and how deep the water gets in the vicinity.

Ledges become a key type of structure in the
winter. This gives bass the safety of deep wa-
ter access and access to more shallow water as
well. They only have to move vertically to get
comfortable. The main ledges I fish here on
Lake Fork are the creeks, ditches, and drains that
were present before the reservoir was flooded.

When searching for fish in creek channels and
ditches, look for the areas that still have defi-
nition. Sometimes the creeks will silt in over
time. Not all are equal. Also, keep an eye out
for sharp “horseshoe” bends in the creek. A
bend will almost always mean there is a deep-
er, steeper, more washed out part of the chan-
nel. This will be on the outside of the bends.
Laterinwinter, when the fish really startto getinto
atrue prespawn pattern, they will relate to flats big
time. However, there are usually still drains and
ditches that will hold the biggest fish in the area.

Hopefully you found something helpful here con-
cerning winter bass habits. It’s my favorite time
of year to fish, and it just might become yours.

WE'LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT

OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless
Chicken
Breast

Deli Meats
& Cheese

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed Monday
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South Texas College to partner with TPWD for Target Range Program Grant

South Texas College (STC) is partnering
with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) to construct an indoor target
range at the College’s new Regional Center
for Public Safety Excellence in Pharr, TX.
During a press conference held at the Tex-
as State Capitol, South Texas College was
awarded $307, 219 for the planning phase of a
13,300 square foot indoor 12-lane target range
through TPWD’s Target Range Grant Program.
Upon completion of the planning phase and en-
vironmental compliance grant requirements,
South Texas College is eligible to receive a
grant for the construction of the range in the
amount of $2,447,382, totaling to $2,754,601
in grant funds. This grant funding is provided
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, sup-
ported by sportsmen’s dollars derived from
the sale of hunting licenses and by federal ex-
cise taxes on sporting arms and ammunition
as authorized by the Pittman-Robertson Act.
South Texas College also plans to con-

tribute  $1,280,775 toward this proj-
ect. The total combined funds for
this  project amount to  $4,035,376.

The target range will be open to the public
for firearms safety training, practice shoot-
ing, and skills development. In addition
to the target range, the College will also
provide educational opportunities, includ-
ing face-to-face Hunter Education cours-
es approved by TPWD and led by certi-
fied Texas Hunter Education instructors.
TPWD’s Target Range Grant Program Co-

If you would like
Hﬁl_"' f[:'-l
USRS AL
CUIDE, HEWS"

Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative's
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only 530,
Send check or
Money Order
MName & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

75497

Practice Safe
Boating

i

ordinator Renan Zambrano explains why
the Target Range Program is important.
“The goal of the program is to create public
access for recreational shooting opportunities
and to enhance educational resources by pro-
moting firearm and hunting safety,” said Zam-
brano. “We accomplish this by partnering on
target range stewardship projects with non-
profit, private, and civic organizations with
common objectives for providing safe, respon-
sible and ethical firearm education and target
range facilities for the general welfare of the
community. We believe this project in particu-
lar is uniquely suited to serve the needs across
several Rio Grande Valley communities.”
The College’s Law Enforcement Acad-
emy and the College Department of Pub-
lic Safety will also benefit from access to
this state-of-the art target range facility.
South Texas College’s Regional Center for
Public Safety Excellence center is dedicated
to all local, state, and federal law enforcement,
public safety, and fire science professionals.
South Texas College Chairman of the
Board of Trustees Paul Rodriguez says this
unique collaboration will benefit the region.
“Our board of trustees is pleased to pursue
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s
Target Range Program as it aligns extreme-
ly well with the type of training and educa-
tional programs we envisioned for our Re-
gional Center for Public Safety Excellence,”
said Rodriguez. “The prospect of having
this type of facility for the general public as

Indoor Gun Range
4387 FM 515
Emory, Texas 75440

903.473.5780
LN )

well as law enforcement agencies is ideal.”
The college will be seeking additional funds to
expand the target range to the law enforcement
community in the future; STC President, Dr.
Shirley A. Reed, says access to the covered tar-
get range will assist law enforcement profes-
sionals in receiving first-rate firearm training.
“South Texas College is excited to partner
with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment. This target range will not only pro-
vide hunter education and general public
education opportunities, but will also lay the
groundwork for an expanded facility to pro-
vide state-of-the-art firearms training and
qualification opportunities for our many law
enforcement and public safety partners.”
Texas Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa, D-McAllen
statedthesignificance ofthe Target Range Grant
Program during the press conference in Austin.
“l appreciate Texas Parks and Wildlife for
working with our local, state, and federal part-
ners to make this investment possible. This
grant would not have been awarded without
the dedication, cooperation, and commitment
from all those involved,” said Hinojosa. “The
educational and training opportunities provid-
ed for the public and law enforcement will fur-
ther enhance the public safety of our region.”
The estimated completion date for
the target range is February 2021.

e . -

London’s Big Ben is named after Sir Benjamin Hall, th
Chief Commissioner of Works wh

Gun Smithing Firearms
Reloading Supplies

Ammunition LTC Classes
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sluggish bass. Vegetation is the attraction for
these bass and I would throw a rattletrap or
chatterbait to draw a strike. Depending upon
the water temp, a suspending jerkbait would
be the ticket if the temps are lagging into the
mid 40’s. Red colors are the main choice for

the moving baits and 1 would have a chrome
version tied on as a back up. Gold has worked
well on partly cloudy days and I always keep
one handy on whatever lure I present. Don’t
be afraid to hurl them into the thick grass
and rip it out as bass will hit it once it clears

the outer edge. Experiment to see where the
green fish might be positioned. Make some
casts out to the deep edge of the grass and
slow roll the bait back to the boat. You might
be surprised at the results.

January is also a great month to catch
numbers on the power plant lakes. If cabin
fever has set in, give me a call and we can
wear them out where the water temps are
summer like. If you are headed out to Lake
Fork in January searching for the trophy of a
lifetime, I would love to be a part of this tro-

Lew1s Keese & Mlke
Payne w/ David Ozio

Riley Brownfield with
David Ozio

phy quest. I also have gift certificates avail-
able if you have friends or loved one’s who
have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can
contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at
skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Da-
vidOzioLakeForkGuide. I post my daily trip
results on this page. I would also like to thank
Okuma Fishing USA and Talon Fishing Un-
limited for making my job the blast that it is. |
hope to see a lot of you on the water. Romans
10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a
blessed day.”

J aso Parkrw1th
David Ozio

Mark Spaeth w1th
David Ozio

K HSFTTF NS
1= A TaOrL T8l FOPEE

| & L 0 Lo Ll Sl B

11!

A.b.’s Fish House

903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17
“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

Practice Safe

Fish Friendly

409-782-4269 Boating

Owners:
Kathy and Phil Shadwell

“ah Do LD

Lake Fork’s Northeast Marina

“Where the Fish and the Coffee Bite”

5409 F.M. 2966 Yantis, TX 75497
Hours: Tuesday-Sunday 6am to 6pm, Closed Mondays

A.LL ?’[}U m I:AI I::L'I'I‘I:I
Scouthern ried Catfish
**with All The Fixin®s™
Fried shrimp « Boiled Shrimp
Chicken Tenders « Hush Fuppies & Fries
Cessert Included » Menu ltems Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 .M - 9 .M. Sun. 11 A M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome = Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Bangquet Room + Seating For 400 ~ No Wait =
Plenty of Parking « CALLTO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“CATERING NOW
AVAILABLE!

Fishing Tackle
Cold Drinks = Coffee
Ice » Snacks
Friendly New Owners

Water Accessible *» New Fishing Pier and Gangway
Concrete Boat Ramp (Ask Us About An Annual Pass)

19 RV Spots Now Available
1200 sqgft Fisherman’s Studio Sleeps 4
903-383-3408

Check out Our Website:
www.ajsfishhouse.com

For Banguet or Catering
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Trails

Bassmasters

of Lake

By Kenny LaDuke

Lake Welsh was the site of
the Texas Trails Bassmasters
2nd toumament of the 2018 -
2019 season.

The month of December
has armived and while the wife
and kids are getting ready for
Christmas that means one
thing for the anglers in East
Texas. FISHING POWER
PLANTLAKES!

Warming water and cold
ar temperatures brings the
anglers to Lake Welsh to get
an early start on the spring
like conditions catching nu-
merous amounts of fish, but
the key was to catch those
fish that measured 18” and
above. A few anglers were
able to figure out the highly
pressured lake and bring in
some nice bags of fish.

Chris Large withanice 5 fish
limit that weighed 20.73Ibs.
for 1st place. Leon Davis
brought in4 fish for 2nd place
with 13.54 Ibs. Don Hamp-
ton had 2 fish weighing 7.04
Ibs. for 3rd place. Chris Large
also had big fish of the day
weighing 4.59 Ibs.

The club welcomes new
member - Jeremy Thomp-

If you would lilee
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Fork

Texas Trails Bassmastersisa
club around Lake Fork , Tex-
as. and they fish surrounding
lakes with one tournament a
month ( mostly on Sat.) and
a two day club champion-
ship. If you are an angler that

is looking for a great group
of fellow outdoorsmen, then
please feel free to contact
me, Kenny LaDuke, or Don
Hampton and join our club.
We have had several new
members join this year and
you could be part of the fun

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:
Wish To Fish Foundation
903-360-6994 www.wishtofishfoundation.com
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Motel, Marina,
R.V. Park and
Professional
i Guide Service
Lﬁﬁhted on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat
Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar
* 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI
* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker
* Individual Heating & Air Conditioning

CFe e Pl cPs TR #* Electronic Security Gate
AR AR vl s RV’s Daily/Weekly/Monthly/Annually
lalelc Il el el o nl 0 | wl & Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Pl Tl ePFalnlol 1 ulla/l [v]ela Store * Tackle * Bait * GGas
dianBan anpn o o 507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Lz e o B R B L Call: (903) 765-2548 Fax: (903)765-3089
L [R|A|K]|! AlL|o]|E R|E|A|D B i)
Al [v]eln[ %] e] el w0 Email: mustang(@texascellnet.com
FleluiemRielolE Ml DLELK ELS Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com
Y|E|M|E | S| | D
58 [59 [60 |61 5 62 538 : 543 SSY SBL 578 E‘lnce
R Nl g nlE ElK 1986
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Science Search
There are 14 chemistry terms hidden throughout the
scrambled puzzle below. See how many you can find
and circle. The words go horizontally and vertically, C AP S [ ] S H | RTS L ETC
backward and forward.
ACID MATTER
afhoy D
Ty nc 972-288-6954 % 1-800-373-9896
N
HYDROGEN REACT . T :
TaMAGsUETL ey || Production Screen Printing & Embroidery
NOTORPLUCETLO
UXOXNOITCAELR For Tournaments, Bass Clubs,
DULC CRT . . . .
LGEPRATMO I NnU || Guide Service, Special Functions,
I ELEMENTSDME . .
ONERNCELEMIN Family Reunions, & More
FERISQOCENYTC TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers,
TLOERSNUGORDO . . . . .
ISNIDATCDNIN Sublimation Fishing Shirts
R ENER
NMATHSTLY R BB sales@clownco.com
OASREACOGTICL
RTRETTAMOTAER
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Diamond Sports Marine
m’%}ﬂ'l{l W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
7 9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge
903-383-7829

%

EAFORMARNCSE |

_ﬂuw TEE Hewvtht
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!
Yamaha Technician In House

2019 Skeeter FX21LE

:;
RARCET

I Al U UL T iU
4"I:h!n!nlq;:r'-En::.E-l_ui"l:E- F‘HH:EI:ITUEE?EH.HE ?

ary
- —
-

1..-

.

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

O = LOWRANCE Jr™ "

Berkley
2019 Bait

COLUMBIA, S.C.
(December 10, 2018)
Berkley is excited to an-
nounce a new 2019 bait
contingency program that
will provide cash rewards
for loyal weekend tour-
nament and semi-profes-
sional tournament anglers.
To participate anglers
must become a member
of the Berkley Cast for
Cash program. Mem-
berships are  $29.99
and include a pro pack
of Berkley PowerBait,
Powerbait ~ MaxScent,
hard baits, hat and decal
with a MSRP of $47.95.
At each sanctioned tour-
nament, the top two fin-
ishers among all Berkley
Cast for Cash members
will be rewarded with
cash prizes ranging

Launches

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

January

Cast for Cash

Contingency Program
Eligible members can win from $100 to
$2,000 in over 500 sanctioned tournaments

from $100 to $2,000
with no limit as to how
many times one can win.
“We recognize the pas-
sion for tournament bass
fishing and want to do
our part to reward an-
glers that trust in Berk-
ley baits to help them
catch more fish, said,”
Jon Schlosser, Berkley
VP of Marketing. “We
think this is an innova-
tive and exciting program
that will continue to
grow in the future.”
Partner tournament
trails include ABA, Bass
Champs, = BASSMAS-
TER, Best Bass, Fish-
ers of Men, and FLW.
A full list of sanctioned
tournaments within these
trails can be found on
the Berkley website.

For more information
on the Berkley Cast for
Cash bait contingency
program, and to be-
come a member, Visit
www.berkley-fishing.
com/CastforCash.
About Pure Fishing, Inc.
Pure Fishing, Inc. is a
leading global provider
of fishing tackle, lures,
rods and reels with a
portfolio of brands that
includes Abu Garcia, All
Star, Berkley, Chub, Fen-
wick, Gulp!, Hardy &
Greys, Hodgman, John-
son, Mitchell, PENN,
Pflueger, Sébile, Shake-
speare, SpiderWire, Stren,
Trilene and Ugly Stik.
Pure Fishing, Inc. oper-
ates in 22 countries with a
dedicated workforce con-
versant in 28 languages.

Lightin

LOWRANGE

*STF‘UF‘ SMITH
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Lake Fork

BOAT ACCESSORIES
Installatmn Sptnalmts

Lowrance, I[unmunghlrd, Garmin Dﬂpth T-mdr:n
Minnkota, MotorGuide and Other Trolling Motors
&, All Wiring, Gages, Pumps, Accessorigs
" Sale of New Parts or Installation of Your Own Parts
On Th& Water Equipment Demonstration Available
PLEASE GIVE US A CALL TODAY:
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE -

&> BLUEWATERLED

.-'Iurhmﬁl'ﬂ' Inmﬂs.r & L'.Lsr.r.l'ﬂ-.nr-s-r

Boals, lrml'crs -Mul.ﬂn:rclcs Golf Carts, I'irlu_tur IIH]]]ES.'
=-All Joints Stldered Joint toddint -~

~ tifetime Warrant}

~ Conyeniently Located.on, Lake Fork - o
R, Mmt ﬂredlt{]ardﬁ Acgepted " i

-

The Perfect Glft For The
Angler In Your Life!!!
They All Want Them!!!

lakelorkboataccessoriesiyvahoo.com

PLEASEDON'T LITTER, KEEP LAKE FORK EEAUTIIFtTLI
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All Boats, Makes. Mmodels Welcome

May 17.18.19, 2019

Please complete Entry Form and subwmit to our office.

“Legend of Lake Fork Tournament”, 538 P.R. 5861, Yantis, TX 75497 * (903) 383-7748 Fax: (903) 383-7747
Cell: (903) 360-6994 To qualify for early entry, application must be received no later than 4/30/19.
Indicate number of days to fish 0 $130 (1) Day Entry 1 $215 (2) Day Entry 1 $290 (3) Day Entry
If only fishing one or two days please indicate which day you will participate: O Friday U Saturday O Sunday

(Take $10 Off If Paying By Cash, Check, or Money Order)
Entry Fee After 4/30/19 at Tournament Headquarters ~ Lake Fork Marina ~ 903-765-2764
1 Day ~ $145 2 Day ~ $235 3 Day ~ $310 *(No Checks Will Be Accepted At Late Registration)
Entries and Check-In, Lake Fork Marina, Thurs. 5/16/19 ~ 2 P.M. to 9 P.M. Fri. 5/17/19 ~ 5 A.M. to 6 A. M.
&4 P.M. to 9 P.M. Sat. 5/18/19~5 A M. toc 6 AM. &4 PM. to 9 PM. - Sun. 5/19/19 ~ 5 A.M. to 6 A.M.

FIRST NAME: LAST NAME:

ADDRESS: PHONE: ( )

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
EMAIL: BIRTHDATE (mm/dd/yy):

I hereby enter the above “Legend of Lake Fork Tournament”. I have read and understand the rules and waive and release all other Contestants,
Tournament Directors, Tournament Sponsors, and their agents from all claims of personal injuries, accidents and/or damaged, lost or stolen property
incurred in connection with the tournament. I understand that $5 of my entry is a voluntary contribution to the “Wish To Fish Pregram’ I hereby grant
permission to the tournament and all tournament officials the right to publicize, video tape, photograph and/or broadcast my name, character likeness
or voice and the fact that I was a participant and/or prize winner, and all other matters incidental thereto. If I place for any prize, I will submit to a polygraph
examination or be disqualified and will abide with such results. Contestant Ratifies and approves entry in the above “Legend of Lake Fork Tournament™
made on his/her behalf by another and agrees thereby to be bound by all rules of the tournament.

SIGNATURE:

Entry Form Must Be Signed To Be Valid -

EARLY ENTRY INCENTIVE:

FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF PARTICIPANTS OF MINORITY AGE (UNDER AGE 18 AT TIME OF Onlv Earlv Entries R, ived ohor befoie
REGISTRATION): This is to certify that I, as parent/guardian with legal responsibility for this participant, Y et sk
do consent and agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Releasees from any and all liabilities incident to i IRTr. 3 S, at <
my minor child’s involvermnent or participation in these programs as provided above, EVEN IF ARISING 4/30/19 will Qualify For Drawing To 3Vin
FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES, to the fullest extent permitted by law: “Draw Boat” (Charger 186)

SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN OF ABOVE MINOR

O CHECK 0 CASH O MONEY ORDER O [P [ =l 0 ‘@ BONUS T-Shirt Hour every hour
CREDIT CARD #: - - - of the tournament!

Expiration Date: / Must have T-Shirt with you when weighing in!
SIGNATURE:

TO EMAIL ENTRY: fishnews@lakefork.net
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ats, Makes, Models Welome
May 1/4.18.19, 2019

$285,00 Guaranteed in

Cash & Prizes

Benefitting “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

Grand Prizes Include:
4 ~2019 Charger Boats, Powered by Mercury, MinnKota, HUMMINBIRD Electronics
To Be Awarded For: 2 for the 2 Heaviest Over The Slot
1 for Heaviest Bass Under The Slot, 1 for Draw Boat
(Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)

BONUS T-SHIRT HOUR EVERY HOUR OF THE TOURNAMENT

10 Places Paid Hourly 1st - $500 * 2nd - $400 * 3rd - $300 * 4th - $200 * Sth - $175

Rains County Tourism -,

“The Fiskeovmar ,
Distribution Board s Guike

Peaws You Can Use”
’ . Lines To Get Hooked On!
& www.fishguidenews.com
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