LAKE FORK: “The Blg Bass Caplta @fexasi

Mark Talley was fishing Lake Fork in January and caught this nice

hawg tilting the scale at 10.10-pounds. C.P.R.

The Official TPWD Eagle Count was held on
Lake Fork on January 11th and 12th and orga-
nized by Sanford Valentine. The official count
was 7 mature eagles. Many large nests were
spotted but it is thought that due to the severe
cold weather many of the eagles that make their
home here on Lake Fork were not in flight.

Leon Davis was crappie fishing on Lake Fork in January and caught

his limit of really nice crappie. Released to the Grease!

Lake Fork Kicked Bass Again in 2019 ShareLunker Program

In 2019, anglers entered 327 lunker bass over 8
pounds in the Toyota ShareLunker program from
88 lakes across the state. In addition to helping
produce bigger, better bass for Texas lakes, anglers
who enter their big bass catches in the program re-
ceive special recognition and prizes, including an
entry into a year-end drawing to win a $5,000 Bass
Pro Shops shopping spree and an annual fishing
license.

“We are excited to announce that after wrapping
up another great year of participation in the Toyota
ShareLunker program, angler Ryan Waguespack
of McQueeney was randomly selected from the
2019 entries to win the coveted year-end $5,000
shopping spree to Bass Pro Shops,” said Kyle
Brookshear, Toyota ShareLunker program coordi-
nator. “We want to remind anglers that every certi-

fied ShareLunker entry will earn you a chance of
winning this drawing along with many other great
prizes in 2020, so be sure to download the Toyota
ShareLunker mobile app and get fishing.”

Waguespack said although he’s thrilled to be
the winner of the prize drawing, he’s also excited
about the opportunity to help make bass fishing
in Texas bigger and better. Even though he hasn’t
caught his goal 13 pound Legacy Class fish yet,
entering five other big bass into the other weight
categories in the expanded program has provided
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department with im-
portant data that fisheries biologists and hatcheries
staff can use to help produce more lunker bass in
Texas lakes.

“I’'m very excited, I put a lot of effort and pas-

(See Lake Fork.....Continued on Page 4)
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Lake Fork

| Located on 515
Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

Email: scenicS15@peoplescom.net
Great Lodgmg Accommodatzons at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hikory Trees * Covered Boat Parking
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave
* Coﬁ”ee Pot * Two Double Beds * Gutde Services Avatlable

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House

“Great Rates”

Make Your Reservations
Today!!!
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“Bubba’s Valentine Poem to Bubbette !!”

By Bubba B. Tuff

Collards is green,
MydogsnameisBlue,
And I’m so Lucky
To have asweet thang

like you.
Yore hair is
like Cornsilk,

A-Flapping
in the breeze,
Softer than Blue’s,

And without all them

fleas.
You move
like the bass,
Which ex-
cite me in May.
You ain’t got scales,
ButIluvyouanyway.
Yo’re as

satisfy’n as okra,
Jista-fry’nin the pan
Yo’re fra-
grant as  snuff,
Right out of the can.

have some’a

Yore teeth,
Forwhichlamproud,
I hold my head high,
When we’re
in a crowd.

You

On special occasions,

When you
shave under
yore arms,

Well, I’m in
hog heaven,
And awed by yore
charms.

Still them fel-
lars at work,
Theyallwanttoknow,
What I did to deserve
Such a pur-
dy, young doe.
Likeagoodrollofduct
tape,

Yo’re there
fer yore man,
To patch up

lifes troubles
And fix what you can.
Yo’re as cute as a
junebug,

A-buzzing overhead.
You ain’t mean
like those
far ants,

I found in my bed.
Cutfromthebestcloth
Like a plaid
flannel shirt,
You build up my life,
More than a
fresh load of
dirt.

When you
hold me real
tight,

Like a pad-
ded gunrack,

My life is complete,
Ain’t nuttin’ I lack.

Yore complextion is
perfection,
Like new vinyl sidin’.

Great Ways To Go “Out of Business”

Think Your Location is Your Best Advertisement:
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The Fisherman'’s Guide News—~903-383-T748
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Despite all the years, From a flea You sweet thang you.

Yore age, it market booth
keeps hidin. D i a m o n d s I got you a gift,
are forever, Without taste
Me’ n’ you’s They explain, nor odor,
like a moon with suave and More wuseful than
pie, Couth. diamonds......

WithaRCcolddrank,

We go together, But for this IT’S A NEW
Likeaskunkgoeswith man, honeyy T R O L L ° N
stank. These won’t do. MOTOR!!!!

Cause yo’re

Some men, they buy too special,

chocalate,
For Valentines day, (I)Q[EIlt IHE
They  git it at [
Wal-Mart, (IS(:Sq
It’s roman-
tic that way.

Some men git roses,
On that special day,
From the cooler at
Brookeshires,
impres-
say.

That’s
sive, I

Some men buy fine
diamonds,
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Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.

B 903-383-7121 P
oW . . . e, €
e@ Store Hours: Mon. ~ Sat. 5:30 to 7:00 ~#3.
A\ Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 6:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00 2"

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

Opening
Feb. 14 for
Spring Season

See The New
Duckett Rods

ERE-CERE In Stock Now
$139.00

J—

Quite Possibly Over-Engineered For The Price,

All Rods Were Designed Based on Direction From
Jacob To Meet His Needs & To Help Him Fish At The
Highest Level.

4 '_‘ v - — /

GRIP GUIDES  LENGTH POWER ACTION

DFCR60L-S

8.6" Tip+6 60" LITE MOD/FAST
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Lake Fork Kicked Bass Again in 2019 (continued from Page 1)

sion into my fishing
and I’'m always trying
to catch a bigger bass,”
Waguespack said. “It’s
also good to be on a list
of recognition — espe-
cially as a fishing guide,
it’s a selling point and
it shows we’re doing
something right.”

The year-round Toyota
ShareLunker program
offers four levels of par-
ticipation for bass over
8 pounds caught in Tex-
as. In 2019, anglers en-
tered five Legacy Class
bass over 13 pounds
and loaned them to
TPWD for the selec-
tive breeding and stock-
ing program during
the spawning window
Jan. 1 through March
31. Additionally, an-
glers entered four Leg-

end Class bass over 13
pounds that were caught
outside the spawning
window or not loaned
for spawning, 76 Elite
Class bass weighing 10
to 12.99 pounds, and
242 Lunker Class bass
weighing between 8
and 9.99 pounds or at
least 24 inches.

The top five Share-
Lunker producing lakes
in 2019 included Lake
Fork near Quitman with
112 entries, Lake Con-
roe near Houston with
69 entries, Lake Ath-
ens in Athens with 48
entries, Sam Rayburn
Reservoir near Jasper
with 32 entries, and
O.H. Ivie Lake near San
Angelo with 21 entries.

Lakes producing 13
pound or larger Legacy

Class bass entries in
2019 included Lake
Leon with 13.00 pound
ShareLunker 581
caught March 29; Lake
Conroe with 13.36
pound  ShareLunker
580 caught March 9;
Lake Fork with 13.73
pound  ShareLunker
579 caught March
8; a private research
lake with 13.79 pound
ShareLunker 578
caught Feb. 8; and Ma-
rine Creek Lake with
14.57 pound Share-
Lunker 577 caught Jan.
26. Three of the Legacy
Class fish spawned suc-
cessfully at the Texas
Freshwater Fisher-
ies Center, produc-
ing 55,000 offspring
that were stocked in

(Continued on Next Page)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM I7 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
"Why Stay Anywhere Else"
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Refricerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, Nat screen Direct TV,
New AC/Heating Units
4 Bdrm. 2 Bath Loft
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel #= RV Park = Guide Service * Boat
Ramp * Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com
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Texas public lakes and
another 30,000 pure
Florida largemouth
bass  offspring that
were retained as hatch-
ery broodstock so that
TPWD can stock these
big bass by the millions
statewide in coming
years.

In return for loaning
their Legacy Class fish
to TPWD for selective
breeding and stock-
ing, anglers receive a
catch kit, a 131b+ Leg-
acy decal, VIP access to
awards programming at
the Toyota Bassmaster
Texas Fest and a replica
of their fish. Addition-
ally, these anglers re-
ceive entries into both
the year-end drawing to
win a $5,000 Bass Pro
Shops shopping spree
and an annual fishing
license and a special
Legacy Class drawing
to win a $5,000 Bass

Pro Shops shopping
spree, won by angler
Barry Prince of Lindale
in 2019.

Anglers who enter a
Toyota ShareLunker in
every other category
through Dec. 31 also
receive great prizes, in-
cluding a catch kit filled
with merchandise and
a drawing entry for the
year-end $5,000 Bass
Pro Shops shopping
spree and annual fishing
license.

With the 2020 season
underway as of Jan.
1, anglers can enter
their big bass catches
in all categories on the
Toyota  ShareLunker
app — available for free
download from the
Apple App Store and
Google Play — or on the
Toyota  ShareLunker
website, https://texas-
sharelunker.com. The
mobile app and website

entry forms also include
simple instructions for
anglers who would like
to provide a sample of
fish scales from their
lunker bass to TPWD
researchers for genetic
analysis.

Anglers who catch a 13
pound or larger “Lega-
cy Class” bass through
March 31 can enter by
calling the program di-
rectly — any time of day
—at (903) 681-0550.

The Toyota Share-
Lunker Program is
made possible in part by
the generous sponsor-
ship of Toyota. Toyota
is a longtime supporter
of the Texas Parks and

Wildlife Foundation
and Texas Parks and
Wildlife  Department,

providing major fund-
ing for a wide variety
of education, fish, parks
and wildlife projects.

3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,
Owners Dru & Deb Davis
“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Tuesday thru Saturday
6 a.m. ~ 2:30 p.m.

Serving Full Breakfast Menu
6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials

Homemade Pies ¢ Desserts
Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

COME TO LAKE FORK & LET US BE YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOMIE

75497

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-2503

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK

845 CR 1987 5

YANTIS, TX. |~ o

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today *Wi-Fi * Dish Network
* Certified Scales * Bait & Tackle Shop * Live Bait
* Fishing Pier * Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge, Grocery
Annual RV Leases Available * 3 Boat Ramps

Email: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website

845 CR 15987
Yantls, TX To497

Boat Storage * Camping

www.hideawayharbor.com
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“February Starts the Big Bass Movement!

By David Ozio

“Can it be any more miserable outside!!! January has been
an ugly month and the big green fish have been parked in
their “no eating’”” haunts and just haven’t wanted to come out
to play. The good news is that it won’t last much longer. [
have been navigating around these issues lately by taking cli-
ents to all the power plants in the region and the bite there has
been stellar! February will start to usher in some movement
toward the prespawn mode and the lunkers will start show-
ing up on the typical staging spots. Sunny days will also be
a bonus especially in the afternoon time frames as bass will
move shallow to soak up the warmth. This can also be an

opportunity for the trophy of a lifetime.
5 6 7 E] 9 10 11 12
13 14 15
16 - 17
18 19 &
21 22 |23
24 |25 |26 27 28 |29 [ac
Ef] 32 3
34 35 (36 37
38 39 40
41 42 43 a4
45 46 |47 |
48 |40 50 51 |62 |53
54 55 56
57 58 59
0 61 62
CLUES ACROSS
1. Biu-Mandara 38. Holds
5. Dip lightly into water 39. Skeletal muscle
8. Sancy 40.Abu ____, United Arab

13. Highly excited

14. Long, single-edged machete
15. Related on the mother’s side
16. Bush-Gore contest

18. Arabian, for one

19. Edward » playwright
20. Approves food (abbr.)

21. Competently

Emjirates capital

41, Collection of anecdotes about
a person or place

42. Cubes

44, Fanatical

45. Having a pleasant appearance

46. Vividly eolored fish

48. Grapes

22. ___ Grant, actor 50. Smallest merganser
24.BigD 51. New location (abbr.)

27. Cut-rate event 54. Concern of Bush-Gore contest
28. Pat 57. Reconnaissance (slang)

31. Saint 38. Develops, in a way

32. Schoel organization {abbr) 59. Fall down

33. Building extension 60. Anesthetic

34. Cubic content unit 61. Plucked
35. Take off 62. Dried leaves of the hemp
37. Islam plant
CLUES DOWN
1. Decagrams (abbr.) 29. Defense
2. James , American writer  30. Cloth having a crisscross design
3. fide (Latin) 35. Call forth
4. Deteriorate 36. Contest of speed

3. Stereo sound
6. Away from wind

37. Ruler of Iran
40. Slow speech pattern with pro-

7. Skunks longed vowels
8. Assure payment of 42, Type of party
9. Fidgety (slang) 43, Austere

10. Arab king

11. Greek portico

12. Japanese monetary unit
14. Wraps around

17. Capital of Morocco

21. ___ Ladd, actor

23. Wings

24. Russian country house
25. Scottish resort island
26. Capital of Tibet

27. Good deal

28, Place that treats addiction

45. Daughter of your sibling

47. Green vegetable (archaic)

48, Assist in some wrongdoing

49. Hyperbolic cosecant (abbr.)

50. Edible lily bulb

51. Nat or Natalie

J2. Native American people

53. Vipers

54. 100 square meters

33. Take in solid food

36. Records that play for about 20
minutes a side (abbr.)

Answers on Page 21
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Now let’s take a look at the options on how to attack
the wary green fish. On the clear sunny days you need to
head to the backs of the creeks and pursue the shallow bite
particularly in the aftemoon. Shallow water will absorb the
suns rays more quickly causing the bass to move up for the
warmth. By the same token, this same water cools more
quickly when a major front slides through. Bass will move
back out until the high pressure dissipates. While this tran-
sition is taking place the deep bite will be in vogue. Stag-
ing bass will hold on points and areas just outside of their
spawning grounds. The key depth range should be focused
inthe 12-15ft area. Big bass will stage at key junctures at the
mouths of pockets also and play a waiting game with the
water temps that suit their liking. This is when you bring out
the big guns to usher in the trophy bass. The A-rig will be the
goto strategy and it’s set up is all important to the trophy suc-
cess. Everyone has their favorite way to rig these umbrella
monstrosities but common sense will lead you down the
right path based upon the “where” you will be throwing it.
Naturally, if you are in open water with no timber; the best rig
would be touse a 3/16 ounce swimbait head and cover them
with any five inch swimbait. As for colors, start with white
and adjust from there. I found last year that dark colored
baits worked better on a day to day basis. Arkansas Shiner,
Dirty Sanchez and Houdini all performed well when using
the Reaction Innovation Skinny Dippers. I will go as far to

February

say that we had some great days using the Little Dippers
instead of the five inch versions. It all comes down to what
the fish want. Option two is to rig the A-rig with weedless
swimbaits using belly weighted hooks. This will keep you
out of trouble when casting into timber. Once rigged, [ use
25Ib P-line on a 5:1 gear ratio reel all loaded ona 7°11” rod.
This is a great launching pad for this heavy rig and it allows
you to hurl it quite a ways. Once you make the cast, let it sink
to the bottom, then retrieve it slowly back to the boat. A large
bass will literally knock the rod out of your hands. It’s a must
do pattem in February.

Big swimbaits will also play a huge roll this month, espe-
cially the expensive jointed baits. Swim or twitch them slow-

Don’t Be Caught High and

Monday thru

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

(See February Starts.....
Continued on Page 20)
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Name & Address to:
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WILD GAME & FISH DINNER, COUNTRY GOSPEL MUSIC

It’s time once again for the annual WILD
GAME & FISH DINNER at LAKE FORK
BAPTIST CHURCH. It will be held on Sat-
urday, February 8, 2020, 6:00-8:00pm, in the
Family Life Center at 9483 W. FM 515, Alba,
TX.

This year the guest speaker will be Kurt Kel-
ley, Texas Game Warden. Kurt will tell us
about new regulations, developing issues and
some interesting arrests. He will also inspire
us with the spiritual lessons he has learned
from working in law enforcement in the great
Texas outdoors.

Country gospel music will again be provid-
ed by members of the Cross Country Cowboy
Church Band.

Door prizes will include a New Lowrance
9” Elite TI 2 valued at $1000, approximately
10 guided fishing trips, 6 rod & reel combos,
and other merchandise. You must be present
to win.

The menu will include dishes made from
venison, elk, wild hog, fish, ducks, pheasants,
and anything else that is donated and edible.

Tickets are $10 per person and may be ob-

tained at the church
office. This year you
can buy a table for 6
that will be reserved
for you and your
friends until 5:45pm.
Capacity is 350 and
the event is always
a sell out, so get
your tickets NOW.
You will have a fun
evening that could
change your life.

If you would like to
purchase or reserve
tickets or donate
some fish or game,
please contact the
church office at 903-
473-9523.

(for more info con-
tact Ted Warren, 903-
850-7084.)

Fish Friendly

| Game Dini

ysac: Country Gospel Music

srapd Prize—Lowrance 9” Elite Tl 2 valued at $1,000
fdajor Prizes—Guided fishing trips, ro

Tickets $10, Available at Church Office
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Kurt Kelley
Texas
Game Warden

e

Saturday, February 8, 6-8 PM
Lake Fork Baptist Church
9483 W. FM 515, Alba, Texas

reels
And other prizes

Or Will Call 203-473-9523 %

Beautiful Lake Views

Ploasure

Caney Point RV Resort

Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS

Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that
crosses Lake Fork

Good Deep Open Water and a Good Year Round
3 Usable Concrete Boat Ramps

WE ARE THE BEST!!!

ﬂﬂﬂcrefe Boat Ramyp

Large Lots With Concrete . "X O K

Pads . _ , \ R S e g T @
Ihe Largest Lots on Lake Fork and You Can HAVE [ 0 . vig” |
YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots i 4 :'_“;'-._-"_l»(m-._.l_ e

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12’ x 60° Level Concrete Pads, | ? b, | \ | i

Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, / e f'i' % 8
Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights. . ',,::_-."' L -._*"
Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers E,;_ : TR o '{.:' - W'ﬂmm
Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting) [, "5 ||. a ] e
RV's Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park |'=k o) 7 O\ [
Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only ' uir:" X 1-1_ | Y - ';It”x }‘E
. : : Owned By Christian American l_ '},' H§f° “‘*‘*:_F:*
Abundant Wildlife Eor Scenic Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! . 1 L e J'I




Lake Fork’s Largest & Finest

- Motel-Lodges-RV Park
Tent Camping-Boat Ramp
Tackle/Gift Store-Restaurant
- Gasgline*Propane-WIFI™ §

T v
[0 LT

TS CR 1558 » Alba, TX 75410 & 903-765-2764 & www lakeforimarina com

5 miles N of Alba on Hwy.17

Paul Bacon
Licensed

Master Physical
Therapist

e R

AQUATICS * STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT
TREATMENTS FOR:
* Back & Neck Pain * Pre/Post Op Rehab
# Joint Pain Or Injury ™ Sports Injuries
* Geriatric Ailments * Workers® Comp. Injuries
* Chronic Headaches * Dizziness/Vertico

bt acti

Emory, Texas
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“The Moon Report”

“Forks February Transition”

By Terri Moon

It’s the first of Feb-
ruary and we’ve had
actually milder than
normal tempera-
tures making water
temperatures a little
warmer than past
years. It’s running in
the low 50’s and with
those  temperatures
the spring migration
won’t be far off.

Looking back on
past Februarys I’ve
found that some of
my biggest crappie
have been caught this
month. It seems the
giants are the first
to transition shal-
low — so, February
can be quite exciting
(weather permitting).
The water tempera-
ture will be the key
factor to when these
transitions take place.

Meanwhile, keep
checking the deep
water humps, creek
channels and main

lake points till water
temps start to rise be-
tween 55 — 60 degrees
then start checking
secondary points.
Also, keep a close
eye on that graph
25 — 35 ft. depths
have been producing.
These fish will be on
the move — so, some
days you just have to
look a little harder for
them!

Until the crappie
move shallower and
are more aggressive,
I’d suggest using a
very slow presenta-
tion — slow motion
to no motion. Keep

looking for baitfish
and search for warm-
er water. Also, when
fishing deeper, I like
to rig 2 jigs about a
foot apart — it can be
very effective.

My Lake Fork go
to baits are Bubba
Baits in 1/16 or 1/8
oz. Then in plastics,
it’s Lake Fork Tack-
les Live Baby Shad
or Bonehead Baits.
It never hurts to have
some Berkley Power
Nibbles on board.
Now is the time to
stock up on your fa-
vorite color baits. If
it’s too cold to fish,
check out your local
tackle shows in your
area and get your
wish list going! Re-
member the colors
producing can change
daily so get a good
assortment of colors
to try out.

The white bass and
yellow bass will be
holding in that 25
— 35 ft. depths and
will bite these same
baits around bridges
and road beds. Just

bounce the baits off
the bottom and hold
on!

I hope you all get
the chance to check

out Lake Fork’s
springtime  crappie
this year.

I’m so excited to
get to learn and apply
the new Garmin li-
vescope technique of
crappie fishing and a
huge thank you to
Bryan Sartin for or-
dering and installing
mine while I’ve been
gone.

Also, I’ve had an-
other phone crash and
lost a lot of info try-
ing to fix it —so please
try again if you’ve
tried to reach me and
my sincere apologies.
These phone compa-
nies sure don’t care
about these small
towns. They just tell
you — ok that’s our
dead zone — sorry!!
So, I’ll be happy to
get back on the grid!

My best to you all
and looking forward
to an awesome year!
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. .. ' ' Nelson Campbell was night fishing on 1/23 with
Gerald Brown caught this nice Lake Fork bass John Helmgartner caught this nice Lake Fork guide Whitt Smith and caught this nice Lake

while fishing in January. C.P.R. bass while fishing in January. C.P.R. Fork hawg. C.P.R

TERRI MOON

l FEAPPIF.# RRIA ‘
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Cc;me FlSh Beautlful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trm Todav 903-335—094 1
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AXTON’S =

» BASS CITY
= 1-877-525-4698

UNDEL& INEYWIOWANERSHIIP

“ANDINEW MANAGEMENT

Axton’s Bass Cit oed on FM 2946, 1.5 iles North

of FM 515. (Southwest end of FM 2946 Bridge) Lake
Fork’s prime big bass fishing area! Also 1 mile from 18
Hole Golf Course.

Stay with us and win! $$$

Planning a Lake Fork trip? Why not stay where you
have all the conveniences and a chance to win $1,000 or
$5,000? Registered guests win $1,000 for catching a bass
over 15 pounds or $5,000 for catching a new state record.

For Your Convenience We Offer:
* Motel 30 Units * 4 Duplexes * A Spacious
Suite * Annual & Daily RV Sites * Tent
Camping * 5 RVs For Rent
* Restaurant * Store *Tackle Shop
*Resident & Non-Resident Fishing License
Gas * Dry Boat Storage * Boat Slips
* Fishing Pier * 2 Boat Ramps
*Professional Lake Fork Guide Service

Axton’s Bass City

2959 FM 2946 * Emory, TX. 75440
1-903-473-7224 or Toll Free: 1-877-525-4698

One Call Does It All!

Email: mtaylor.axtons@gmail.com

More Than 5,200 Visitors Roared Into 2020
With a First Day Hike at a Texas State Park

Visitors from every cor-
ner of the state headed to
a Texas State Park on Jan.
1 to help usher in the new
decade with a First Day
Hike in a big way. The
roaring 20’s were wel-
comed by 5,242 people
who hiked, biked and
rode a total 0f 9,564 miles
statewide.

This year, a record num-
ber of Texans visited 76
parks and participated
in one of the 126 events
held New Year’s Day.

“So many families
across the nation take part
in First Day Hikes and I
was thrilled to see that
Texas State Parks had
more participants than
ever in 2020,” said Rod-
ney Franklin, Director of

Texas State Parks. “It is
great to see that so many
people joined us for what
has become a fantastic
tradition across the state
of Texas. The State Parks
team provides such a va-
riety of activities for all
and cannot wait to see
even more friends and
families join us in 2021.”

The First Day Hikes
events ranged from strolls
on scenic trails, midnight
walks, polar plunges,
bike rides, and short treks
with four-legged family
members to more strenu-
ous hikes for experienced
Visitors.

A visitor at Sea Rim
State Park participated
in the polar plunge in the
surf after walking a First

Day Hike and came back
to shore with a thumbs up
exclaiming “I did it!”

Dinosaur Valley State
Park in Glen Rose, about
an hour southwest of Fort
Worth, had the most par-
ticipants with 390 visitors
taking part in the seven
First Day Hike events
held throughout the day.
Mother Neff State Park
near Waco was close be-
hind with 387 visitors
and Tyler State Park in
Tyler came in third with
262 participants.

Two of the four-legged
attendees at Lake Brown-
wood State Park’s dog
hike were rescues from
the park’s Hike with a
Homeless Dog event in

(See More Than....
Continued on Page 24)

r

George’s Channel Catfish

Guide Sewnceh

(Only On Lake Fork)
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Now Accepting Reservations For
Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 14, 15, 16, 17, 2020 At

3

s Bass Boats
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- F =

o i

Y€

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise &
promote your products, merchandise, or company!

Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Crappie anglers from
several states will travel
to Lake Fork in Texas
for a Crappie USA
Tournament Trail event
presented by Bass Pro
Shops Cabela’s. Local
and traveling anglers
will be vying for cash,
prizes, and an oppor-
tunity to compete at
the 2020 Crappie USA
Classic which will fea-
ture a guaranteed pay-
out of $125,000 in cash
and prizes.

Anglers fishing the
March 7, 2020 event
will be testing their
crappie fishing skills
against other anglers
and whatever Mother
Nature has in store.

Lake Fork is known as
a trophy bass lake and
for all the same reasons
it is good for crappie
too. The lake has both
black and white crap-
pie. Local anglers ad-
vise that March is usu-
ally a pre-spawn bite
so patterning will be
important.

The lake was im-
pounded in 1980 with a
dam on the Sabine Riv-
er. The result is a huge
lake with plenty of fin-
gers, coves, and open
water to investigate. It
has a surface area of
27,264 acres and water
as deep as 70 feet.

Anglers will find ev-
ery possible type of
structure to fish. The
lake is characterized by
numerous  residential
docks, lots of bridges,
standing timber, grass-
es, and flats. Regardless
of the fishing method
preferred, anglers will
be able to try them on
Lake Fork.

The tournament is

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

Crappie USA Travels to Lake Fork

definitely expected to
turn up some bragging
size crappie like the
white crappie caught in
February of 2018 that
weighed 3.55 pounds
by angler Craig Car-
penter of Wylie, TX.
The Texas state record
is 3.56 pounds.
How to Enter

Teams may consist of
one or two anglers, with
a third member allowed
if the angler is under
the age of 16 years
old. Early registration
can be accomplished
on the CUSA website
at  https://www.crap-
pieusa.com/Tourna-
ment_Registration.cfm.
Teams may also enter
by calling (502) 384-
5924 or by entering
at the mandatory pre-
tournament seminar
on the night before the
tournament begins. En-
try fees vary by length
of tournament. All fees
are posted on the web-
site linked above. Late
entries are subject to a
$25.00 late fee.

Participating anglers
must be a member of
the American Crappie
Association (ACA).

February

Sign up at https://www.
crappieusa.com/Mem-
bership Information.
cfm where the various
levels of membership
are available. Each
membership will in-
clude a subscription to
the Outdoor Journal,
the official publication
of Crappie USA, and
one of the top crappie
fishing publications in
the nation.
Registration
Seminar
Late registration and a
pre-tournament  semi-
nar will be held the
day before the tourna-
ment at the Best West-
ern Plus, Emory@Lake
Fork Inn,1026 E Len-
non Drive,

Emory, TX.

Late Sign-in begins
at 5:00 pm and runs to
7:00 pm. A National
Sponsor  Field Test
Product Drawing ac-
companies the seminar
starting at 7:00 pm lo-
cal time. This seminar
is open to the public.
Those not fishing the
event are encouraged
to attend this meeting
and meet some of the
region’s top crappie an-

and

glers.

The Weigh-In Site
The tournament weigh-
in will be held at Min-
now Bucket Marina &
Resort, 3035 W Hwy

154, Quitman, TX
75783. The weigh-in
begins at 3:00 pm and
all anglers are required
to be in line by 4:00pm.
This is the perfect op-

portunity for non-com-
petitors to learn how
the big ones are caught.
Interviews of the top 5

(See Crappie USA....
Continued on Page 21)

LAKE FORK BOAT ACCESSORIES
Installation Specialists
GIFT CERTICATES AVAILABLE
Lowrance, Humminh d, n

MinnKota, Motor!
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Lighting, All Wiring, Guages, Pumps, Accessories

Sale of New Parts or Inst II

On The Water E
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MOTORS & ELECTRONICS

5 INSTALL S INSTALLATION

Free \WWiFi

Lighted Fishing Pier
2 Boat Docks

Cafe on Site

Electricity for charging boats

hade with Posterhyiall. com

10 Pull through RV spots with full hook ups

)
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For Reservations,
Please Call 303-878-7051

Come stay with us!

www.holidayvillagefork.com
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“Knowing What To Look For!”

By Michael McFarland

February means two things tome. First, spring is in the air and
the days are growing longer. Second, big female bass are on the
move and spawning will begin very soon.

In fact Mr. Larry Bames a retired Lake Fork fishing guide
caught the giant world famous. double digit Lake Fork bass
named Valentine accordingly on Valentine’s day. She wasmade
famous by being held in the Bass Pro Shop aquarium at head
quarters in Missouri. She was kept there for several years and
believe it or not a fimeral reception was held after her passing. A
fish of a lifetime, and most definitely every fisherman’s dream.
To catch a fish like this you must be committed and dedicated
to spending time in the right areas regardless of the outcome.

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

Remember your looking for one bite!!! Big females are usually
very hungry during this time of year and begin migrating to the
shallow backwaters and spawning grounds. The growing eggs
andeggsack putahigh demand for protein therefore they tend to
eat more offen regardless of water temperatures and conditions.
Bad weather in fact is usually when most giant record breaking
bass are caught. Prepare yourself'and your equipment for cold
or even brutal conditions, afterall it is still February. Ok with that
being said here are some of the higher percentage and best loca-
tions to begin your search. 1- Long main lake pomts that lead
offshore are like highways for the bass tomigrate inand out. Any
big trees, hard bottom, rock or brush piles along the way can be
where they will stop and hold.

2- Creek channel swings that create secondary ponts are also
stopping and or holding

o

* Instructional & Beginner Trips
~ All Fishermen Welcome! Ust the best ro
: I"'. ~ &reels and tackle all provided and inclu
{ sive with this ad. Specializing in teachin
_.L * basics all the way through to the caree
pro level. High school team discounts!!!?
Remember to take a kid fising or hunt
ing. There is nothing more rewardin

then the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

Michael McFarland spos. Big froe sturmps and
Lake Fork Guide Service | ot sysems on or off the
Individual * Group * Corporate edges of the breaks can be

3- Large tree stumps and
shallow breaks nearby or
next to shallow spawning
spot before the female bass
will go to the spawning bed
also known as the staging
area. The female will stay
here in the staging location
sometimes for a week or
more as the final incubation

Page 13
of the eggs occurs. 4- The spawning bed itself. Pretty unlikely
to see a spawning bed during February; however, it is Texas
and has happened before. In fact there have been spawning fish
caught as early as January in the past. Since mother nature and
water temperatures determine this factor we really cannot pre-
dict; however, inmy opimion its unlikely this year:

Now lets talk baits of choice. I like large baits during this time
of year. A big willow leaf spmner bait or a chatterbait with a 5
trailer makes a deadly combination. Large square bills, swim-
baits and glide baits are also good choices. I'm also sure to have
ajig with a large profile crawfish trailer as well. Remember this,
amajority of big bass are caught on jig. So again I will repeat
myself and say regardless of which technique you choose the
mostimportant factor to raise your odds is to committo spending
dedicated time, in the right locations, regardless of the outcome.
Thank you for reading, I am Mike McFarland “‘The Lake Fork
guide” Wishing you all great fishing.

Clean, spacious
rooms and suites.
Close to Lake Fork,
Tawakoni and

Canton First

Monday Trade Day =
Located at

TX-276 & US 69

v BENT TREE || wose
ennon Dr. Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69) (Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX Emory, TX
75440 75440
(903) 473-0061 book.bestweslern.com
Premier rooms and

Hot Tub,

Parking.

amenities including:
Banquet Room,
Swimming Pool and

Business and Fitness
Center and Boat

Located at
FM 515 and US 69
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The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame
committee announced Shane Wilson, retired
public educator and founder of Fishing’s Fu-
ture, will be inducted into the hall of fame in
2020.

“This year’s inductee to the Texas Freshwa-
ter Fishing Hall of Fame has made unique and
significant contributions to freshwater fishing
across the state,” said Dan Kessler, TFF Hall
of Fame Committee Chair. “We are proud to
honor him not only for what he’s done — but
for what he continues to do to promote fish-
ing opportunities and protect our natural re-
sources for present and future generations of
anglers.”

Shane Wilson, of South Padre Island, is a
retired public educator of 35 years and found-
er of the non-profit organization Fishing’s
Future — which is devoted to strengthening
family bonds through fishing. Wilson started
Fishing’s Future in Texas in 2007, which has
since expanded to 70 chapters in 21 states
and the United Kingdom. Fishing’s Future’s
family fishing events have taken hundreds of
thousands of Texans fishing in Texas alone
and more than a million people fishing across
their chapters reach.

Because of Wilson’s vision, Fishing’s Fu-
ture has accumulated 28 active chapters in the
state of Texas that are embraced by selfless
volunteers who contribute their hours to the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s An-
gler Education Program. Fishing’s Future was
named the Conservation Organization of the
Year in 2015 by the Kansas Wildlife Federa-
tion and in 2016 was nationally recognized
by being named the Roland Sigurdson Out-
standing Aquatic Education Program by the
Aquatic Resources Education Association.

According to the writer of his nomination
letter, “Shane Wilson has always been an in-
dividual who truly lives to serve... Shane is
one of those people who is always anxious
to lift a hand and help others wherever and
whenever help is needed, all while continuing
to host family fishing camps and acting as a
pillar in his community.”

As a tireless supporter of aquatic resources
and fishing, in addition to Fishing’s Future,
Wilson is a past president of Friends of Lagu-
na Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, a past
president of the Laguna Madre Fly Fishing
Association, and has been the chairman of the
Board of Sea Turtle, Inc. for the last 17 years.

February
Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame Announces 2020 Inductee

He was inducted into the Rio Grande Valley
Walk of Fame in 2013, honored by the Texas
Senate in 2009 with Senate Resolution 864,
and was a recipient of the “Council of the
Sagamore of the Wabash” an honor bestowed
by the Governor of the State of Indiana.

In addition to Wilson’s efforts being tremen-
dously impactful to the future of fishing in
Texas and beyond, his selfless actions have
highlighted the positive effects that fishing
can have in strengthening family bonds, re-
connecting children to nature, and increasing
aquatic conservation. Hence, Fishing’s Fu-
ture motto of “more than a sport.”

The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame
is housed at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center in Athens. Its mission is to “recognize
and honor those who have made a lasting con-
tribution to freshwater fishing in Texas, and
to foster a sense of appreciation, awareness
and participation in the sport of fishing.”

Wilson will be formally inducted into the
Hall of Fame at the Texas Freshwater Fisher-
ies Center and recognized at the 2020 Toyota
Bassmaster Texas Fest benefiting Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department June 5-9 at Lake
Fork.

SALES

* REPAIRS *

LAKESIDE TROLLING MOTOR
8414 W FM 515

Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-3232

AUTHORIZED DEALER
MotorGuide
NEVER STOP.

PARTS *

INSTALLATIONS

Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an elec-
trical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part,
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized Mo-
torGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

CERTIFIED DEALER FOR THE ALL NEW LOWRANCE GHOST TROLLING MOTOR
SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Low-
rance Flectronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year lim-
ited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.
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If you don't stand behind our Troops,

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN
FRONT OF THEM!!
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2949 W. HIGHWAY 154 - QUITMAN TX 75783 - (903) 878-2529
www.oakridgemarina.com f @oakridgemarina
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Master Peace Officer with 36 years of Law
Enforcement right here in Wood County.
Current Chief of Police for the City of
Quitman. Also have worked for the City of
Alba and the Wood County Sheriff’s Dept.
Member of Quitman Lake Fork
Kiwanis, Member First Baptist Church of
Quitman, past President and C.O.O. of the
North East Texas Child Advocacy Center
in Winnsboro. Instructor for East Texas
Police Academy in Quitman. Married to
Toni Cole and is a father, stepfather, and
grandfather. I believe in the people of
Wood County, and I want the best for the
people. I believe together we can make a
difference. This is why I’m asking for your
help and vote in the March 3, 2020
primary. I am willing to work with the
citizens and all Law Enforcement Depts. to
make sure Wood County is a safe and great
place to live and raise our families.

Pd. Political Ad by Citizens for Kelly Cole for Sheriff
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Two K-9 Wardens and Two Texas Game
Wardens Recognized by TPW Commission

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Commission
(TPW) recognized two
K-9 wardens and two
game wardens during
a recent meeting for
their contributions and
efforts supporting the
agency mission.

Two K-9 Officers Earn
Their Badges

K-9 officers Ruger and
Bosch were commis-
sioned and given their
badged collars during
a recent TPW Com-
mission meeting to rec-
ognize their work with
the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department’s
(TPWD) K-9 team. The
program provides state-
wide support in search
and rescue; human re-
mains recovery; track-
ing of fleeing subjects;
recovery of articles;
illicit take, possession
and transportation of
wildlife; and narcotics
detection.

Ruger’s human part-
ner is Captain Christy
Vales. Together they
have assisted not only
game wardens, but the
FBI, DEA, Homeland
Security Investiga-
tions, Border Patrol,
Texas Rangers, and lo-

cal and county law en-
forcement officers with
recovering  multiple
firearms, narcotics, and
currency. They have
also helped locate miss-
ing people and have
brought poachers to
Justice.

Bosch joined the
TPWD K-9 team in
January 2019 and was
partnered with his han-
dler game warden Joni
Owen. Bosch attended
initial in-house training
by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department’s
K-9 instructors and also
became nationally cer-
tified by the National
American Police Work
Dog Association for hu-
man remains detection
in September. Bosch
and Joni became TP-
WD’s second certified
human remains detec-
tion team in February
2019. Bosch has as-
sisted game wardens in
the recovery of drown-
ing victims and assisted
the Texas Rangers, FBI
agents and multiple
local agencies from
around the state on
blood evidence search-
es, cold cases and miss-
ing persons cases.

Used - Refurbished - Custom

"{(across from trophy lodge)

Rachel Kellner Rec-
ognized as Game War-
den of the Year by the
Texas Game Warden
Association

Uvalde County game
warden Rachel Kell-
ner was named the
2019 Game Warden of
the Year by the Texas
Game Warden Associa-
tion.

Kellner has been sta-
tioned in Uvalde Coun-
ty during her 16-year
career and is the team
lead for the West Texas
Game Warden Criti-
cal Incident team. The
team is involved with
responding to incidents
such as shootings, di-
sasters and many other
issues daily.

Recently, Kellner be-
gan to fulfill a decade-
long dream of bringing
a large-scale women’s
outreach event to the
Texas Hill Country and
the county where she
serves. “Women Who
Wander” was started
by Kellner and four
co-founders and aims
to instill passion for
the outdoors to women
in the community and
teach the next genera-

(Continued on Next Page)

Golf Carts

BY
APPOINTMENT

Call Anytime!
214-673-1313
Lake Fork

One mile south of
Hwy 154 bridge




February “ThelEishermangsiGuice® Yeu Cam USaH Page 17

tion to turn to nature for
recreation.

This outreach event
offers classes in shot-
gun, kayaking, archery,
outdoor cooking, and
fly-fishing, just to name
a few. More than 600
women  participated
in the event which
took place last March.
“Women Who Wander”
2020 will be capped at
800 women.

In addition, Kellner
has also been called
upon to be a spokesper-
son to represent Texas
Game Wardens during
incidents that garner
wide-scale media at-
tention including Hur-
ricane Harvey, Tropical
Storm Imelda and the
historic flooding of the
Llano River.

Joseph Quintero
Named SEAFWA Tex-
as Officer of the Year
Game Warden Joseph
Quintero was named
the Southeastern As-
sociation of Fish and

Wildlife Agencies
(SEAFWA) Texas Of-
ficer of the Year. This
marks the 50th year this
award has been pre-
sented to a Texas Game
Warden.

Quintero began his
career with TPWD in
2015. During his ten-
ure, he has become an
active member of the
TPWD Honor Guard,
the executive protection
team and the unmanned
aircraft systems (UAS)
team.

As a founding mem-
ber of the Texas Game
Warden UAS Team,
Quintero utilizes his
position,  knowledge,
and skills to build re-
lationships through
training and interdi-
visional  partnerships.
He was responsible for
teaching 60 new drone
operators at the Game
Warden Training Cen-
ter on topics ranging
from operations, logis-
tics and intra-agency

All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome

l‘fia}'

o] Fomcrad

15, 16, 17, 2020

289,000

Eenefiting  “The Wish fe Fisk Fowadation™
Towmmament Hiwt; Lake Fork Marina, Hwy, 17, 9053-765- 2764

ERAND PRIZER INOLEEE:
Tt 1hie T Mot iR vt Tt S,

W o Heawlest Bast Useder The et 1 foe Dizw Baak
{Larly [ntries ONIF s ment be poepea towin

CGruaranteed in

Cash & Prizes

1|
(Eida s P
.......

17 Poiicys P Baiis B - P00 = P~ T400 = S - 500 »

m-515 o Jn-TSe Eu-51E o« Sw-5115 « Wu-500 » I=lce Heii0E

| BONUS T-SHIRT HOUR EVERY HOUR OF THE TOURNAMENT

Fn et mtvenan i i BO3-J60-6%34 o 903-103-TME Buan- ronsews Soies e

e
TN . T Lo [ S W
=

-7 + Eu-F18R +

-

G -4

coordination, to oper-
ating in FAA restricted
airspace.

Quintero has coor-
dinated training and
informative programs
through all facets of
community platforms,
including schools,
civic organizations,
conservation partners,
private entities and
media outlets. His ef-
forts to further build
the public’s knowledge
and understanding of
TPWD’s mission has
undoubtedly improved
both TPWD and the
community’s ability to
manage and conserve
the natural and cultural
resources of Texas.

Perhaps the most
significant ~ evidence

of his commitment to
go above and beyond,
Warden Quintero was
selected to serve on the
TPWD Honor Guard,
representing the agency
and helping to bring
honor, dignity and clo-
sure to fallen peace of-
ficers and their families
throughout Texas and
the nation.

I'm pretty sure God is telling
me to go catch a bass

J & M Guide Service |
Lake Fork, TX

Licensed Professional
Guide

John Maorris
Fhone: (903) 413-6919
Email:
bassm ri@zensnet.com
wel:
www. jmguideservice.com

|VOTE Your Choice For CHANGE

.|Let’s Clean Up Wood County

| Over 20 Years EXPERIENCE in Law En forcement
| Master Peace Officer

=%| Former Chief of Police experienced in
“|finance, budget, training

| Texas Senate Commendation

- | Distinguished Service Award

28 Committed to Community EQUALITY
| Dedicated to fair, honest, well trained law
_|enforcement

| Drug Enforcement

My mission is to target, disrupt, and
dismantle drug trafficking in Wood

#2 on your Ballot!

County together with K-9 support
Cold Case Task Force

Open Cold Cases Investigation team

Early Voting February 18, 2020

Primary Voting March 3, 2020

I ask for your Vote!

“My mission as Sheriff of Wood County is to make Wood County a safer place to live. As Sheriff, I have a
duty to protect and serve the citizens of my county and stand by my Oath of Office. This means workin
closely with all County Law Enforcement Agencies and Commissioners to form a perfect balance.”

ol. Adv. Pd. for by James Schaffner
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~ Since 1984 ~ | ~ Since 1984 ~
SFIRTIN MARINEG

et us put you on the water in a super new 2019 Bullet, Falcon, Xpress
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!
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Ask About Our Service Specials

903-383-7726 Toll Free
866-920-8331
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”

By Larry Marler, President
Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association

Spring is around the corner and our bass
are fattening up for their spawn. All fish-
ermen are watching weather, water tem-
peratures and getting ready to chase the
Bass, Crappie, Catfish and Carp. Fisher-
men are putting new line on their reels
with a drop of oil and checking out all
their lures and gear. Lake Fork Sports-
man’s Association is gearing up to sup-
port tournaments with our Live Release
Boat and preparing for our Spring Raffle
which helps us support our many activi-
ties.

This year we will again grow Aquatic
Plants using local high schools in the
area. We are also working on a newer pro-
gram named LCSS- Life Cycle Support
Strategy. The program considers the ba-
sic needs of fish, including Food, Envi-
ronment, and Location. An assembly of
spawning beds, minnow factories, habi-
tat protection factories, t-habs (vertical
and horizontal) will be placed in the lake
starting in the shallows and continuing
into deeper water.

We are also kicking off our 2020 High
School Tackle Program by refurbishing,
assembling and cleaning donated fishing
rods, lures, reels, tackle boxes which are
generously donated by fishermen. The
program affords high school teams in
the area a chance to continue their par-
ticipation in the sport without incurring
the burden of purchasing the expensive
equipment. If you have fishing equip-
ment to donate, please contact Larry Mar-
ler at 336-413-3053 or Mike Kostial at
760-458-7885. We can arrange to meet
at Lake Fork Marina or we can pick up at
your location.

Another of our projects is assisting Texas
Parks and Wildlife with their Fingerling
release program in Mid-Spring. LFSA’s
Live Release Boat will be used to distrib-
ute thousands of fingerlings in the lake.

Our Lake is about 1.72 feet below pool
through mid-January. This compares to
last year when we were just below full
pool. The difference is lack of rain in
2019 compared to the prior year. We ac-
tually are in great shape with the spring
rains starting.

308 E Coke Rd

903-342-0300

Winnsboro, TX

At Our Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

Custom Smoking For The Holidays
Deer Processing (Seasonal)
Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and
Smoked Sausage = E.E, Wilson Syrup « Honey » Ribbon
Cane * Sorgham * Moonshine Syrup

A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Please watch for us at the upcoming
tournaments and visit our Live Release
Boat and booth. Based on all the reports

we are receiving from local experts, this
should be an outstanding fishing year.

Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association
meets on the 2nd Tuesday each month
6:30 P M at Tiffany’s Restaurant at Lake
Fork Marina. Please come visit, meet our
members and join us in Preserving the
Legend of Lake Fork.

Lake Fork
g Sportsman’S§ %
ASSOCIATION
Preamodag The Lependd

TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA re-
quests donations of new and used fishing
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, and
refurbished. Items will be further donated to
area high school fishing teams.
Call Larry Marler, 336-413-3053, or Mike
Kostial, 760-458-7885, for more information
or to arrange a donation.

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT

OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean
Ground Round

Boneless Pork
Loin Roast

Boneless
Pork Chops

St. Louis
Ribs

BDI}EIESE Deli Meats
Chicken
& Cheese
Breast

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Sat. ~ 8 a.m. to I p.m. Closed Monday
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“February Starts the Big Bass Movement!” (continued from page 6)

ing in shallow water during the aftemoons and hold on to
your business. Strikes can be vicious. Other options to target
bass would include using jigs, black/blue, in the creek bends
towards the back of most all major creek arms. They are all
lined with timber and will harbor toad stature green fish. The
final option as mentioned above deals with the shallow wa-
ter bite. Take time to locate submerged vegetation and this
will be the key to success in the late aftemoons. As the water
warms, dig out a rattletrap and cover some water around this
vegetation. Chatterbaits will also work in these same areas
and traps need to be red or gold with the chatterbait dressed

in white. Using the right equipment is critical at this time of
the year. I use the Okuma Scott Martin and EVX Carbon
rods to get the job done. For giant swimbaits use an extra
heavy rod, chatterbaits [ use a heavy rod and for small swim-
baits my go to is a MH rod. For traps and small squarebills [
use amedium rod which offer more bite forgiveness. I don’t
get too crazy with reel gear ratios as [ mostly use 6:3 to 1

selections.

February is also a great month to catch numbers on the
power plant lakes. You can destroy them on the hot water

February

Derek Baker with
David Ozio

Clancey Sneed with
David Ozio

impoundments and catch 30-50 fish per day up to the eight
pound mark. If cabin fever has set in, give me a call and we
can wear them out where the water temps are summer like.
If you are headed out to Lake Fork in February searching
for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a part of this
trophy quest. I also have gift certificates available if you have
friends or loved one’s who have dream’t of landing a huge
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at
skeet21c(@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook and
Instagram at https:/www.facebook.com/DavidOzioLake-
ForkGuide. I post my daily trip results on this page. I would
also like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon Custom Lures
for making this an awesome job. I hope to see a lot of you
on the water. Romans 10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed
day.”

Owners:
Kathy and Phil Shadwell

e

Robert Hamilton
with David Ozio

Fish Friendly

Zach Turner with
David Ozio

Practice Safe

-;ﬂil-THE-Eﬁ'J Boating

A.Jd.%s Fish House

903-473-4198 * 5375 N. Hwy. 17
“Voted The Best Catfish In East Texas”

Lake Fork’s Northeast Marina ETR A= =W Mo
“Where the Fish and the Coffee Bite” | | FM. 1Z 1 Elock smm of Hw. 5 1
5409 F.M. 2966 Yantis, TX 75497 e Oonr Dinjn el :' e NCeLED

e Y e

Hours: Tuesx]a}f Sunday 6am to 6pm, Closed Mondays
' Bl Live Bait ¢ Frozen Bait
Fishing Tackle
Cold Drinks = Coffee
Ice * Snacks
Friendly New Owners

ALL YOCU I:ldlhl I:AI I_?L'I'I‘I:I
Scouthern I'mied Catfish
**With All The Fixin*s™
Fried shrimp « Boiled Sshrimp
Chicken Tenders « Hush Puppies & Fries
Cessert Included = sienu Items Available

Hours: Thurs., Fri., Sat., 4 P.M - 9 P.M. Sun. 11 A M.-2P.M.
Call In Orders Welcome * Senior Citizen Discounts

Private Banguet Room = Seating For 400 ~ No Wait »
Plenty of Parking « CALLTO SCHEDULE SPECIAL EVENTS

“*CATERING NOW
AVAILABLE!

et
e

el £

A e
H " 'll-qvl."l:" I' Tk

Water Accessible = New Fishing Pier and Gangway
Concreie Boat Ramp (Ask Us About An Annual Pass)

19 RV Spots Now Available
1200 sqft Fisherman’s Studio Sleeps 4

903-383-3408

Check out QOur Website:
www.ajshishhouse.com

For Bangquet or Catering
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Cl'appie USA Travels to Lake Fork (Continued from Page 12)

teams are conducted
following the weigh-in.
Sponsor and Host
Lodging Site

The Lake Fork area
welcomes all Crappie
USA anglers and their
guests to the area and
hope they take the op-
portunity to enjoy the
local attractions. For
more information on
the area visit the web-
site at https://lakefork-
chamber.org/ or call
(800) 846-1859.

Host lodging is pro-
vided by the Best West-
ern Plus Emory, 1026 E
Lennon Drive, Emory,
TX, 903-473-8072. The
number of rooms in the
area may be limited. It
1s recommended that
participants make their
reservations early.
Crappie USA “Free
Crappie Kids Rodeo”

A FREE Crappie Kids
Fishing Rodeo will be
held in conjunction
with the tournament
at the Minnow Bucket
Marina & Resort.

Sign up for the Kids
Rodeo will be Saturday
morning at 8:00 am with
fishing from 9:00 am -
11:00 am. The Crappie
USA Kids Fishing Ro-
deo 1s a chance for chil-
dren of the area to get
out and enjoy nature,
do a little fishing and
win some prizes. An
adult must accompany
all participating chil-
dren. The event is free
to all children 12 years

Fish Friendly

Practice Safe
Boating

of age and under. All
participants are eligible
for a chance to win one
of the six, Crappie USA
$1,000.00 scholarships.
The scholarships are
awarded annually at the
CUSA Classic.

Crappie USA and their
anglers have contrib-
uted $372,000.00 to the

“Crappie Kids” Schol-
arships since 1997.
CUSA is very proud
to be a part of the edu-
cation process for the
youngsters who partici-
pate in the tournaments
as adult/youth teams
and those who fish in
the Crappie USA Kids
Fishing Rodeos.

Wish To Fish

5 &
D

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

903-360-6994 www.wishtofishfoundation.com

Foundation
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina,
R.V. Park and
Professional
f ; Guide Service
Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang
Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas

Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat
Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar
# 2 Full-Sized Beds * Cable TV #* WIFI
* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker
# Individual Heating & Air Conditioning
# Electronic Security Gate

RV’s Daily/Wecklv/Monthly/Annually
Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage

Store * Tackle * Bait * (ras
307 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548 Fax: (903)765-3089
Email: mustang@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

PORTUGAL
SPAIN
UNITED STATES
MEYLAT
EXLGIU
X I ATEO
GUTROP
STITCO
PANATIL
ACHINA
ANY S EN
NEAUXD
RFSAIT
EOPLTCA
LCAGAN
DINERI
AXIRET
DETINU
EMRAYL

Since
1986

L@H 0

APS*SHIRTS*ETC
972-288-6954 % 1-800-373-9896

Production Screen Printing & Embroidery
For Tournaments, Bass Clubs,
Guide Service, Special Functions,
Family Reunions, & More
TX Numbers, Banners, Stickers,
Sublimation Fishing Shirts
sales@clownco.com
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SPORTS Diamond Sports Marine
3911] W Hwy. 154 ~ Lake Fork
3 7 9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

PEAFEAMANEE t

Now The Newest
Proud To Be A Part Of The Heritage!
Yamaha Technician In House

| 2020 Skeeter FX21APEX

www.diamondsportsmarine.com
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Excitement To Look Forward To In 2020

By Don Hampton

In the upcoming year
there is much to look
forward to with plenty of
excitement for the entire
family.

Fishing University will
be on Lake Fork filming
the latter part of February.
Host of the show Charlie
Ingram and Ray Brazier
will be fishing with Joe
and Jim Doris, owners of
Charger Boats. Anglers
can view the program on
three different Outdoor
Sports Channels.

Each month JC Out-
doors and Media will
be having their Solo
and Team Tournaments
for anglers. On March
7th, USA Crappie will
be having their pro
and amateur divisions
crappie tournament on
Lake Fork. March 10th

through the 18th Major
League Bass will be fish-
ing and filming on Lake
Fork. On March 22nd
BassChamps will be
having their Mega Bass
Tournament.  February
29th BassChamps North
Region on Lake Fork.

On April 18th, Texas
Trails Bassmasters of
Lake Fork will be host-
ing their 39th Semi An-
nual Open.

May 15th, 16th, 17th
marks the 16th Annual
Legend of Lake Fork Big
Bass Tournament.

June 5th through the
9th the 2020 Toyota
Bassmaster Texas Fest.
On June 6th the Wood
County Kid Fish will be
conducted along with
the Texas Fest. June 12th
and 14th Lake Fork will
be hosting the Skeeter
Owner’s Tournament.

In July and August an-
glers will be hooking
Lake Fork hawgs doing
a lot of night fishing to
avoid the heat.

In September on the
18th, 19th, and 20th an-
glers can look forward to
Sealy Outdoors Big Bass
Splash.

October marks the
lake’s transition month
with the lake beginning
to turn over but the ex-
citement doesn’t stop.
Texas Trails Bassmasters
of Lake Fork will be hav-
ing their 40th Semi An-
nual Open. On October
17th and 18th Berkley
Tournament  presented
by BassChamps.

It is going to be an excit-
ing year on Lake Fork. I
hope to see everyone on
the water.

Fish Friendly

=~ WOOD COUNTY
NATIONAL

Welcome VISITOrS
& Anglers

To Lake Fork And
The Area

Waood County National Bank 'Wood County National Bank
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

www.wenbgquitman.com
"Branches of First National Bank

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
203-569-1082

w

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas

903-474-8044
Wood County National Bank

¥Ylember

FDIC
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TPW Commission Approves Rule Changes to Assist with Growth of Managed Lands Deer Program

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion has approved changes to the Man-
aged Lands Deer Program (MLDP), which
provides landowners and land managers
with additional flexibility to manage deer
populations, improve habitats, and provide
greater hunting opportunities under the
guidance of department biologists. The ap-
proved changes include clarifying existing
program provisions and establishing fees
for participation in the growing program.

“In the last 20 years the MLDP has grown
from 800 tracts of land on 3 million acres
to more than 12,000 tracts of land on 28
million acres, but in that time we have not
had a source of funding to hire any new
staff to help address the challenges we face
with that growth,” said Alan Cain, TPWD
white-tailed deer program leader. “The rev-
enue generated by the new fees will be used
to hire new field biologists to meaningfully
engage with MLDP participants, meet tech-
nical guidance requests, and administer the
MLDP.”

The fee amendment establishes a $30 fee
for each management unit within a property
that is enrolled in the Harvest Option (HO),
provided the property is not part of an ag-
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Lake Fork guide Whitt Smith was doing some
night fishing on Fork on a warmer night when
he caught this hawg in January. Weight not
provided. C.P.R.

PRACTICE CPR ¢ Catch ¢ Photo

* Release

gregate acreage enrolled in the MLDP; a
$30 fee for each aggregate acreage enrolled
in the HO; a $300 fee for the first manage-
ment unit of each property enrolled in the
Conservation Option (CO) plus a $30 fee
for each additional management unit of a
property enrolled in the CO; a $300 fee for
each aggregate acreage enrolled in the CO;
and a $30 fee for each management unit of
a wildlife management association or coop-
erative enrolled in the CO.

The fee amounts were selected by the de-
partment after soliciting and receiving input

from department staff, stakeholder groups,
and advisory committees regarding what
would be a reasonable fee for participation
in the MLDP considering the benefits re-
ceived, the demands on department staff in
administering the various options available
to landowners under the MLDP, and which
would not result in significant attrition from
the MLDP by landowners.

The department will begin collecting
MLDP participation fees in the spring of
2021 in preparation for the 2021-22 hunt-
ing season.

April 18,2020 *
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Tevao Traile Bavsmasters

39th Semi-Annual Open Tournament

Oak Ridge Marina * Hwy 154 N.

Guaranteed Pay-0ul Based on 100 Entries 003-878-2520

L Drawings Held Afer Weigh-in for prizes T
15t Place 5 1,0:40,00 | There will bea big bsiss potl. ~  $10 per personenlry
nd Place £TR0.00 Big Bass will pay Three {3) places. (Rased on 100 entries)
Ird Place §520.00 1st Place $500
dth Place 526000 2nd Place 5300
5th -~ 10th 5 100,00 3ed Place $200

Entry Application

Enlry fee of $40 must sccompany nudled entry and must be postmarked on or before Apr, 11, 2020 o Texas Tradls
Bassmmasters, 5338 PR 5851, Yantls, TX 75497, or you may pay $45 at tournament headquarters before starting time of
tfowrnament, $10extra for Big Bass (Optional), Print charly,

of Lake Fork

Lake Fork, Texas
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More Than 5,200 Visitors Roared Into 2020 With a First Day Hike (coninuea from Page 10)

October.

Several parks had more
than 100 people par-
ticipate in a single event.
One event at Ray Roberts
Lake State Park- Isle Du
Bois Unit had 231 visi-
tors, the most participants
of any event across the
state.

The backcountry hike at
Tyler State Park had 204

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

participants on the 3.1-
mile guided hike. Dur-
ing the rest stops, rangers
talked about how to navi-
gate using clues in nature,
the health benefits of hik-
ing in the forest and bear
safety (even though bears
do not live in the park).
Below are highlights
from the field during this
year’s First Day Hike

events:

*A park police offi-
cer from Brazos Bend
State Park near Houston
picked a retirement date
of Jan. 2, 2020 a year and
a half ago so he could
lead one more First Day
Hike. After 25 years of
state service and more
than 1,000 guided hikes
led, this was his last hike

. e i

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba « WIFT available

129 8. Broadway * 903-765-2420
@f—ﬁ ~ Stylists ~ Jacy * Rebecca

i * Amber * Mary Ann * Samantha

A\ Salon For The

Whole Family!

903-473-8784 « 306 PR 7332 « Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy 515 to Rams CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins « Sleeps 3
Amenities Include Direct TV
Microwave « Coffee Pot
e Mini-Fridge

RV Sltes Lake Front & Lake View
Full Hook-Ups
Annual « Monthly « Weekly « Overnight
Covered Pavilion « Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

Boat Ramp

Playground For The
Children

as an employee.

*The First Day Hike at
Caprock Canyons State
Park in the Panhandle
was a great success with
visitors being stewards
of the park by picking up
any trash they saw along
the trail.

*Eisenhower State Park
in North Texas held two
First Day Hikes, one at
10 a.m. and another at 2
p.m. A total of 171 visi-
tors braved the muddy
trail conditions and start-
ed the year off on the
right, albeit muddy, foot.
The 10 am. hike had 79
people attend for a to-
tal of 118.5 miles hiked.
The first event became
somewhat of a reunion
hike because at least a
dozen folks in attendance
realized friends, family

February

and acquaintances had
elected to attend the same
hike.

*At Falcon State Park
i South Texas, the hike
went off without a hitch
except for a stubbom
rattlesnake that refused to
move from the trail. Park
rangers moved it aside
with snake grabbers and
the hike continued with-
out incident.
*Participants of the First
Day Hike at Goliad State
Park walked a mile down
the River Trail to the din-
ing hall for snacks and
drinks. It started to driz-
zle as the group walked
the second mile down
the road to the hike and
bike trail, but nobody let
a little drizzle get them
down. It began raining a
little harder just as they

got back to the parking
lot and many people re-
marked on the perfect
timing of their return.

*At Lake Somerville
State Park- Birch Creek
Unit, the group spotted a
juvenile American bald
eagle during the hike.
One of the Master Natu-
ralists set up a scope and

everyone had an opportu-
nity to see it.
*During Tyler State

Park’s birding the lake-
shore First Day Hike
event, 57 participants and
two dogs walked 2.10
miles around the park’s
lake and identified 26
bird species.

For more information
about hiking or other
activities in Texas State
Parks, wvisit http://www.
texasstateparks.org.




February

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

Game Warden Field Notes

The following items are compiled from recent
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department law en-
forcement reports.

--Passing the Buck--Harris County game wardens
stopped by a Spring taxidermy shop for a compli-
ance check. In the course of inspecting several tro-
phy white-tailed racks, one of the wardens discov-
ered two sets of antlers allegedly killed by the same
8-year-old hunter. The heads had been turned in by
the father, but reported under the juvenile’s license.
Further investigation revealed the father had ad-
vised the taxidermist he had killed one of the bucks,
but the wardens found no record of the individual
possessing a valid hunting license for the year in
question. Subsequent contact and interviews with
the father and son confirmed the father had, in fact,
killed the trophy buck in Val Verde County with-
out a valid hunting license. The father was cited for
hunting without a license, and civil restitution for
the whitetail buck is pending.

—-A Combustible Situation--Gonzales County
game warden received a tip that a white-tailed doe
may have been shot during or before a grass fire
started in the southern part of the county. Armed
with details about a vehicle that had burned in the
fire, the warden pieced together information that led
to a group of hog hunters who had entered the field,
where one of them shot a white-tailed doe. At some
point after the doe was shot, the hunters’ vehicle
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caught the field on fire, along with their vehicle.
Cases filed include hunting without a valid license,
taking white-tailed deer in closed season and civil
restitution. Assistance from the Nixon-Smiley Po-
lice Department was paramount in the investigation.
—-Naked and Impaired-- Johnson County game
warden was about to launch his patrol boat onto
Lake Pat Cleburne when he observed a car parked
near the boat ramp, facing the water. Being a popu-
lar area for bank fishermen, the warden approached
to check for fishing compliance. Instead, he found
two unclothed individuals inside the car and, in
plain view, a glass pipe with an off white substance
commonly used to smoke methamphetamine sitting
on the center console. Both subjects were ordered
to put their clothing on and were removed from the
vehicle. The warden discovered various drug para-
phernalia and narcotics, and arrested both individu-
als. The cases are pending.

--Y’all Aren’t from Around Here, Are Ya?-- A
Val Verde County game warden was patrolling near
Langtry when he made contact with two groups of
out of state reptile hunters. The non-game collec-
tors were found to lack the required reptile/amphib-
ian collector’s permits. They were also educated
on Texas laws pertaining to hunting from a public
roadway. Appropriate charges were filed and are
pending.

-—-Dumping the Dump Truck--Navarro County

game wardens responded to a call of a possible vehi-
cle submerged in a flooded gravel pit. First respond-
ers found evidence that a dump truck had gone over
an embankment and into an old flooded gravel pit,
which was 35-40 feet deep. Wardens noted a small
oil slick forming on the surface of the water, called
for a dive team and launched their patrol boat. The
Waxahachie Fire Department Dive Team arrived on
scene and located the missing dump truck. Divers
entered the water and found the dump truck rest-
ing upside down with the driver still in the cab. The
driver did not survive.

—-Ignorance Is Not an Acceptable Excuse-- Game
wardens patrolling Choke Canyon Reservoir for
water safety and fishing violations came across in-
formation someone might be alligator hunting on
the lake. The wardens went to the reported location
and found two men sleeping in their truck. Upon
questioning, both men confessed to having set out
eight baited lines to catch alligators. Both men stat-
ed they were not clear on the regulations and didn’t
know they were doing anything wrong. Several oth-
er violations were discovered during the investiga-
tion, including undersized catfish and no fishing and
hunting licenses. All lines were picked up and no
alligators were caught. Several cases are pending.
--A Shot in the Dark-- A game warden received a
call about a man in Titus County who had acciden-
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tally shot himself while out on his deer lease pre-
paring for the upcoming hunting season. The man
was driving his side by side UTV back to the house
around 9 p.m. the previous night when the accident
occurred. A battery on the seat next to the victim
fell into the floorboard. In the dark the man reached
for what he thought was his spotlight to try and lo-
cate the battery. The man mentioned that the grip of
the spotlight and his Glock Model 22 have the same
feel. Instead of pulling the switch to his spotlight,
the man pulled the trigger on his handgun, discharg-
ing a round into his upper leg. The man was able
to drive to the house and then make a 25-minute
drive to the hospital. An investigation concluded the
man suffered a self-inflicted gunshot wound. Doc-
tors said the bullet missed bone and major arteries
and the man was discharged from the hospital with
no complications. He is expected to make a full re-
covery.

-—-We Charge a Rehoming Fee--Harris County
game wardens found a posting on the “Offer Up”
app advertising a “toy” alligator for sale with a
winky face ;). The seller was contacted by game
wardens posing as an out of town rancher wanting
a gator for his private pond and asked if his ranch
hand could come pick it up. The wardens set a time
and place to meet. The suspect was surprised to
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find out the rancher and ranch hand were wardens.
Charges were filed.

—-Look Before You Leap--Tarrant County game
wardens patrolling Lake Grapevine noticed an un-
usual clustering of people close to the water’s edge
below a 25 foot cliff. Seems a middle-aged man
had jumped from the cliff into what he thought
was 10-12 feet of water that turned out to only be
2 feet deep. The leap resulted in a compound frac-
ture of his lower leg. The wardens contacted local
EMS, enlisted the help of some of the bystanders
to stabilize the leg, and loaded the injured man onto
their patrol vessel. The wardens then transported the
man to a location where EMS could make a safe
and speedy transfer. The wardens stayed with two
juvenile boys who were with the injured man until
aparent could be located. Alcohol played a factor in
the incident.

--Not Your Sign-- Pecos County game warden was
checking public access points to the Pecos River.
The warden parked his patrol vehicle near a bridge
crossing the river and walked underneath it to check
out the area. While under the bridge the warden
heard the sound of metal being cut with a power
tool. As he made his way back up to the bridge the
warden observed two men; one served as a lookout
while the other used a right angle grinder to try to

cut down a road sign marking the Crockett County
line. After being caught in the act, the subject doing
the cutting admitted he was trying to take the sign
because “my last name is Crockett and I thought it
would be cool to have the sign.” The individual was
charged with criminal mischief, a Class B misde-
meanor, subsequently pled guilty and received six
months’ probation.

--Holy King Mackerel--Game wardens in Brazo-
ria County investigating an Operation Game Thief
crimestoppers call about a violation of over the
daily bag/possession limit of king mackerel made
a shocking discovery. The tipster claimed a group
of five was stockpiling king mackerel in a boat stor-
age facility in Freeport. Armed with description of
the suspects’ vehicles and boats, wardens began
checking vessels near the Freeport Jetties and came
across a boat that fit the description. The occupants
were in possession of king mackerel in excess of
the daily limit, and while escorting them back to the
boat ramp, the wardens made contact with the other
culprits. The suspects were brought to the commer-
cial boat storage, where wardens gained access to
a unit that contained 30 king mackerel stuffed into
a freezer, in addition to the 16 king mackerel the

(See Game Warden....Continued on Page 28)
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Hearty, Healthy Chicken Stew! Perfect for Cold & Flu Season!

By Sue Hampton

We all know that there is still plenty of chilly
winter days left to the cold-and-flu season. And
while there is still no cure for the common cold,
there is a tried-and-true remedy — chicken soup!!

Along with rest and plenty of fluids, chicken
soup has been used as a cold and flu remedy
for hundreds of years. While medical experts
are still not certain of the actual mechanism, re-
search indicates that a number of factors, includ-
ing nutrient content, ability to aid in hydration
and clearing of mucous do provide some relief.
Whether you’re laid up with a fever or just want

Hearty Chicken and Vegetable Stew is a per-
fect way to take the chill off of those mid-win-
ter days. And it’s good for you, too!

to add a little extra warmth to a dinner gather-
ing, try your hand at this easy-to-prepare hearty
chicken and vegetable stew.

HEARTY CHICKEN AND VEGETABLE
STEW

2 tablespoons olive oil

2 tablespoons butter (1/4 stick)

1 pound skinless, boneless chicken-breast halves,
cut into 1-1/2-inch pieces

> pound mushrooms thickly sliced

3 medium carrots (about 8 ounces), cut into
1-inch pieces

2 medium leeks (about 4 ounces each) cut into
Ya-inch pieces

1 fennel bulb (about 1 pound), trimmed and cut
into thin wedges

% pound red potatoes, cut into 1-inch pieces

1 bay leaf

Y4 teaspoon dried tar-ragon

% cup dry white wine 1 can (14-1/2 ounces)
chicken broth or 1-3/4 cups homemade

1 cup half-and-half or light cream

3 tablespoons all-purpose flour

1 cup frozen peas, thawed

% teaspoon salt

1. In a 5-quart Dutch oven or saucepot, heat 1
tablespoon olive oil over medium-high heat until
hot. Add 1 tablespoon butter, melt. Add chicken
and cook until chicken is golden and just loses its
pink color throughout. With slotted spoon, trans-
fer chicken to medium bowl.

2. Add mushrooms to Dutch oven and cook until
golden (do not overbrown). Transfer mushrooms
to bowl with chicken.

3. Add remaining 1 tablespoon olive oil to Dutch
oven and heat until hot. Add remaining 1 table-
spoon butter; melt. Add carrots, leeks, fennel,
potatoes, bay leaf and tarragon. Cook vegeta-
bles ten to 15 minutes, until fennel is translucent
and leeks are wilted, stirring occasionally.

4. Add wine; cook two minutes, stirring. Add
chicken broth and 4 cup water; heat to boiling
over high heat. Reduce heat to low; cover and
sim-mer 20 minutes or until vegetables are ten-
der.

5. In cup, mix half-and-half and flour until
smooth. Stir half-and-half mixture; heat to boil-
ing over high heat. Reduce heat to medium; cook
one minute to thicken slightly. Stir in chicken,
mushrooms, peas and salt; heat through. Discard
bay leaf.
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* Stocked interior fishing ponds
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five fishermen had on
board both vessels. After
lengthy interviews, sev-
eral citations were writ-
ten to the five individu-
als for exceeding their
possession limit of king

mackerel. The cases
and civil restitution are
pending.

—Caught Red-Hand-
ed—- Cameron County
game wardens received
a call from South Pa-
dre Police Department
stating they had come
across an ice chest full
of red snapper during a
traffic stop and believed
the occupants to be over
their possession limit.
Contact was made with
the three individuals and
consent was given to in-
spect the fish. The story
given was inconsistent

between the three indi-
viduals, who claimed
they got the fish from
friends, but could not
produce any proof. Al-
though they had been
out on a fishing trip all
day with the unnamed
sources, they had taken
no photos of the others
onboard. A bag count
showed the group was
16 red snapper over their
daily bag limits, includ-
ing two undersized fish.
All three individuals
received citations with
restitution. The fish were
donated to the public.

—-Step Away from the
Grill-Jasper  County
game warden was noti-
fied by Martin Dies Jr.
State Park staff that a
group of campers may
have taken an alligator

illegally. The warden
made his way to the
campsite and confronted
the group. After hear-
ing conflicting stories
from two male sub-
jects, the warden finally
got a confession from
one that he had killed a
small alligator. The cul-
prits were actually in the
process of getting rid
of the evidence when
the warden showed up;
had already seasoned
the meat, wrapped it in
foil and set to go on the
campsite barbecue grill,
which was still warming
up. The warden seized
the gator hide, head and
meat. Several citations
are pending, along with
civil restitution.

Fish Friendly

MILLER GROVE CATFISH

AL T GAYS
AT B

Fridays &
Saturdays

4:00 pm - 9:00 pm




I'DR UhD]z.R SlSIJ
FER MONTIH BUYS
LAND for RY., Mo-
hile Home or Houss;
Poaol;  Pier,  Ramps;
Gated Entry. $03-878-
T263.

GOLF CARTS FOR
SALE: Seversl avail-
able — Carts To Go -
Z14-073-1313.
HOUSE O PET SIT-
TER: Don’t put that
wacatlon or trip on hold
becawse won have no one
to stay with your pets
OF Be gae 1 watch your
hoare=, You can depend
on me!l Excallant refir-
enees upon recuest, Call
Q03-216-0001,

24 hour Service {:n’:dut Terms Available]
Monte Coleman's

DISCOUNT BAIL

BONDS

Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens
Right Across From Wood County Jail
Fast & Honest Service

(903) 763-4844

v e d e Pishorman's Guide,
#_* Hews You (Can Toe™

Lake Fork's Lines To Get Hooked On!

Don Hampron

A= 535 PR 5861 * Yantis, TX, 75497
JSishnewsiaLakeFork.nel
www.fishguidenews.com

D03-383-7748 Cell: 903-360-6994

HARLAM J GRIGES _-

Chmet

Quitman, Texas 75783 §
903-763-2232 |

Bic LAKE BoaTs
- Marine Engine Service & Repair

1804 Diwridzan Boad

Clowiston, FL
203287911

]'-1.-:lndu}' l|:mu-|]|:1 Frilla:.-

wwaquerFurd cnm
The-male guppy courts| . ’ ;
the female, showing off its
beauty and grace by danc-
ing around her constantly.

"Wish To Fish
Foundation'"

\‘: 3
“903-383-7748) Hep Us Srea e woris 4

"Because every child deserves a chance to fish!" "5
Needs Your H elp /1] sea—— :
" o L i R M 4 i

If you know a family that has a child ﬂmf
meets our criteria, just rave them call us.
We'll take over from there!

"Every child deserves a chance to fish!" Children dingnosed or who have exper :e‘ﬂc?eré' i Ig‘r"e-rf:f'e.—nerm.'rg iliness or ac-
cident sometimes do not huve that opportunitv, Now thvough the "Wish to Fish Foundation™ they can have that day
in the sin witlh their family, Any famity with a child between the ages 3 to 18 years of age that has been dingnosed or
treated for a life-threatening fliness or accident is invited (o come fish Lake Fork for any species of fish at NO COST!
Lodging, meals, and fishing are provided for, This allows the fumily to spend quality time together fishing withouw! wor-
ries or expeitses. The outing includes one night lodging, meals, refreshiments, snacks, «fl on a 26' Tritoon Pontoon,
(accompanied with a 9-1-1 chase boat for any emergency that may occur. All bait and fishing equipment provided, If
you are, or know of a family that meets the above criterin, contact us! Help us spread the word, we are here for the
chilidren!
For Scheduling or More Info Contact: Don Hampton, Founder & Program Director
visit our website: www.wishtofishfoundation.com




“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

February

FISHERMANS INN
2933 West 5H 154
Quitman, TX 75783
M3-8TH-2137

Martins

Family Crmed & Operoted
L Hax 653

wwvelakefor klishermansinm, com
CARIYN REMNTALS = RY PARK

Bev’s Fish Creations

& Waterfowl Taxidermy
903-473-4529

Replicas ~ $13 per inch
Ducks ~ $260
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

East Texas Optical, Inc.
2476 West Highway 154 « Quitman, TX.,
903-878-2451 or 800-442-8266

‘ Buy One pair of eveglasses

Get 2nd pair 1/2 OFF
Jpen: Mon. ~ Fri. 9 A.M.-6 P
Saturday ~9 AM. - 1 PM.

‘(Peralta’s

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

607 5. Main * Quitman, TX., 203-763-5020
Daily Lunch Specials « Call In Orders Welcome
Open: Mon.-Wed. 11 am - 8:30 pm
Thurs, - Sat, 11 am - 2 pm ~ Sun. 11 am - § pm

Lake Forks Lines To Get Hooked On!

i e Lhe Fisherman's Guide,
- Wews You Can Hae™
N Don Hampton

, 538 'R 3861 * Yantis, TX., T5497
Sfishnewsia\LakeFork.net

www, fishguidenews.com
903-383-7748 Cell: 903-360-6994

Lake Fork Tournament
Schedule Feb. thru Apr.

See Your Business
Promoted Here!!

Call Don
903-383-7748

Feb. 15 ~ Media Teams
Minnow Bucket
Feb. 23 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

3 March

Mar. 7 ~ Crappie USA
Minnow Bucket
‘Mar. 7 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket
Mar. 10-18 ~ Major League Fishing
Oak Ridge Marina
Mar. 14 ~ Media Teams
Minnow Bucket
Mar. 15 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket
Mar. 22 ~ BassChamps Mega Bass
Lake Fork Marina

April

Apr. 5 ~JC Outdoors Solo

Minnow Bucket
Apr. 11 ~ JC Outdoors Teams

Minnow Bucket

Apr. 18 ~ Tex. Trails Open

Oak Ridge Marina
Apr. 18 ~ Media Teams

Minnow Bucket

7 -

16th Annual Legend of
Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament

May 15, 16, 17

24 hour Service Credit Terms Available]
Monte Coleman's

DISCOUNT BAIL

BONDS

Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens
Right Across From Wood County Jail
Fazt & Honest Service

(903) 763-4844
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Presersdeg The Legond
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at
Tiffany’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina
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Big Bass Tournament
All Boats Makes, Models Welcome
ay 15, 16 17,2020

$2 8 5 0 0 Guaranteed in

Cash & Prizes

Berte_ﬁfmg “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

GRAND PRIZES INGLUDE:

(4) 2020 Xpress Boats, Powered by Yamaha, MinnKota, HUMMINBIRD Electronic
To Be Awarded For: 2 for the 2 Heaviest Over The Slot,
1 forHeaviest Bass Under The Slot, 1 for Draw Boat
(Early Entries ONLY and must be present to win.)
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" Rick' Simons - 11.93 lbs

~ Skeeter ZX 200 + $1 5,000 |

ME@A EASS
$20,000 CASH
GUARANTEED - EVERY HOUR

12 P|aces per hOUl' Amateurs Only - Open to all boat brands
GUARANTEED Big Bass of the day

regardless of entries

EVERY HOUR WINS §$15,000 CASH

;St place ; and a SKEETER ZX 200
nd place

3rd place
4th place
5th place
6th place
7th place
8th place
9th place
10th place

T-shirt bonus @—”% M@E@h 22(7 2@2@

#10.00 Lake Fork Marina
11th ....$150 Entry Fee: $200 per person

(Includes $10 cash/check discount)

12th ....$150 Checks NOT accepted on site
On site registration times:
Sat 3/21: 12-7 PM Sun 3/22: 5 AM

2.50 Ib - $500 - 3.00 Ib - $500 EARLY REGISTRAION DRAW PRIZES
9.00 Ib - $500 - 10.00 Ib - $500

first even weights weighed in

basschamps.c

Entries received before March 18th are eligible to win
prizes from: Techron, Berkley, Abu Garcia Amphibia & More.

For additional info. and rules go to www.basschamps.com or call 817-439-3274

Winners are responsible for taxes, titles, and license fees. Boat pictured may differ from actual prize.
Over $140,000 Cash, Skeeter boat & 15 places every hour are guaranteed regardless of entries.




