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Texas Trails Bassmasters 
of

41st Semi-Annual Open Bass Tournament

Mega Bass On Lake Fork March 28th
By Don Hampton

  The 13th Annual 
Mega Bass Tourna-
ment presented by 
BassChamps will be 
held on Lake Fork 
March 28th hosted by 
Lake Fork Marina. 
  This is the high-

est paying single day 
tournament for ama-
teur bass anglers with 
$20,000 in cash pay-
outs guaranteed every 
hour of the tourna-
ment.
  The heaviest bass 
brought to the scales 
each hour will receive 

$15,000; 2nd heavi-
est $1,000; 3rd $900; 
4th $800; 5th $700; 
6th $600; 7th $500; 
8th $400; 9th $300; 
and 10th $250. There 
will also be a T-shirt 
bonus each hour. If 
(See Mega Bass.....

    Continued on Page 4)

By Don Hampton

  Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork will 
be hosting their 41st 
Semi-Annual Bass 
Tournament on March 
20th hosted out of Oak 
Ridge Marina. Any of 
you anglers coming to 
fish the 13th Annual 
Mega Bass Tourna-
ment on March 28th, 
this is a chance to do 
some pre-fishing and 
enjoy the great fishing 
Fork has to offer.
  Fishing hours for the 
tournament will be 
from 6 am to 3:30 pm. 
All anglers have to be 
in line by 3:30 pm. It 
is a five fish limit and 

an individual tourna-
ment. More than one 
individual can fish in a 
boat but each person in 
the boat must be a paid 
entry. Bass in the tour-

nament can touch 16” 
but not break the line. 
Bass over the slot must 
touch the 24” line. The 
Check-It-Stick will be 

Charles McCallum caught this nice Lake Fork 
bass fishing February with guide David Ozio. 

(See 41st Semi-Annual.....
        Continued on Page 5)

(See 16th Annual.....
        Continued on Page 7)

By Don Hampton

  Anglers get ready for 
one of the most ex-
citing, fun filled bass 
catching tournaments 
of the year on Lake 
Fork.
  The 16th Annual Leg-
end of Lake Fork Big 
Bass Tournament to 
be held May 14, 15, 

16 and hosted out of 
Lake Fork Marina. All 
boats, makes, and mod-
els are welcome to fish 
the tournament. You 
couldn’t pick a bet-
ter time of the year to 
catch that lunker bass 
and win some cash. 
There will be some big 
females on the beds, 
but on the most part 

they will have already 
spawned and feeding 
up with an appetite. At 
the 15th Annual there 
were 25 bass over the 
24” slot weighed in dur-
ing the tournament with 
an 11.97-pound bass 
taking 1st Place overall 
and a 10.02-pound bass 
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Located on 515
Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com
Email: scenic515@peoplescom.net

Great Lodging Accommodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking 
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave  

* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House

“Great Rates”
Make Your  Reservations

Today!!!
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“Bubbette May Be Pruning Bubba’s Family Tree”
By Don Hampton

  Most individuals are proud of their heritage 
and can tell you where their ancestry derives 
from. Some are so proud of it they hold it up 
about the same level as their nose is in the air. 
Some can even trace their ancestry back to the 
Mayflower. Bubba tried to find out once if one 
of his ancestors came over on that boat. He just 
knew that if one did they set a record for fish-
ing across the Atlantic.
  In his search to complete his family tree he 
learned he had some “Blue Blood” in his fam-
ily line. Bubba tried to speak with an English 
accent for a week after that one! With his last 
name being what it is, he was hoping he could 
trace it to Nottingham, England or at least to 
kinfolk owning a hotel chain. He would have 
really liked being an heir to an estate in England 
but he would have settled for free rooms when 
he went out of town on tournaments. Having 
his hopes of being an heir to the throne, Bubba 
lost his English accent and since he wasn’t kin 
to the owner of the hotel chain he made his 
reservations with his credit card.
  In his search he found out his ancestors were 
just hard working poor immigrants that came 
to America and settled in Arkansas and even 

named a town after themselves. Bubba found 
pride in this, especially after he saw none had 
ever married a “Clinton”!
  One item of information that Bubba gained 
that made him beam with pride and hard for 
us to live with, is that his great grandmother 
was a full blood Cherokee Indian. He couldn’t 
find out if she was a princess or daughter of 
a chief but knowing he had Indian ancestors 
changed Bubba’s life. The English accent was 
nothing compared to what we all have to live 
with now!
  Knowing Bubba as long as I have, when he 
said, “How?”, it was a question and he expect-
ed an answer. Now he says “HOW” in a deep 
base voice and it is a greeting of hello or good-
bye, I haven’t figured it out yet.
  You really have to pay closer attention and lis-
ten more attentively than before when speak-
ing with Chief Bubba of the Cherokee Nation.
  Now when you ask Bubba a question he may 
answer with an “Ugh!” What the heck does 
that mean? Is it a yes, no, or indifference? He 
now refers to his bass boat as his canoe. He 
refers to his RV as his teepee, because he can 
move his tribe from one fishing ground to an-
other. I’m truly expecting any day now for him 
to quit using SPF-100 so he can truly be a red-

skin! Where he used to say, “Well I’m going 
home now!” he’ll say, “Must go to wigwam 
now!” I have not heard that since early John 
Wayne movies, or was it “The Three Stooges 
in the West!” Whichever the case I’m quite 
sure that is where he picked that phrase up!
  Bass Pro Shop, Academy, Cabella’s and all of 
the fishing stores where Bubba shops, I apolo-
gize, for Bubba has renamed you all! From this 
day forth you will be known only as “Happy 
Hunting Grounds!” You can thank Chief Bub-
ba for that!
  Because of this heritage knowledge Bubba 
has attained he best keep his health. He no lon-
ger puts his faith in “Pale-Faced Doctors”. He 
now believes only in “Doc”, his tribal “Medi-
cine Man”. Bubba also believes that when he 
leaves this earth he will follow his ancestors to 
the “Happy Fishing Grounds!”
  
  Don’t be too concerned about Bubba though! 
The next time you see him he may have less 
hair, but he’ll be his old self because Bubbette 
has assured me that if he calls her his “Squaw” 
one more time, “SHE’S GOING TO SCALP 
HIM!” Bubbette said, “I’ve never pruned a 
family tree before, but I’m about to top his 
out!”         
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

“Lake Fork is
Heaven on Earth !”      

Mega Bass On Lake Fork (Continued from Page 1)

an angler purchases 
a T-shirt and is in 
11th or 12th place in 
any hour, they will 
receive $200. Even 
adding more excite-
ment to the tourna-
ment, any angler that 
weighs in an exact 
weight of 2.5-pounds, 
3-pounds, 9-pounds, 
or 10-pounds, that 
angler will receive an 
extra $500. 
  Mega Bass is open 
to all boat brands. For 
the angler that brings 
the heaviest bass of 
the tournament to the 
scales, they will not 
only have $15,000 
in their pocket but 
also be taking home a 
2021 Skeeter ZX 200.
  Early entries re-
ceived before March 

24th are eligible to 
win prizes in a draw-
ing from Techron, 
Berkley, Abu Garcia, 
Amphibia, and more. 
For those that wish 
to enter at the tourna-
ment, registration will 
be on Friday March 
26th from 5 pm to 7 

pm, Saturday March 
27th from 12 to 7 pm 
and Sunday March 
28th at 5 am.
  For more informa-
tion about the tourna-
ment go to www.bass-
champs.com or call 
817-439-3274. Check 
out the ad on Page 28.

b

Serving Up All Your Favorites
Boiled Crawfish, PoBoys, Fried Shrimp, 
Cajun Fried Fish, New Orleans Boiled 

Shrimp, Red Beans & Rice, 
BYOB Friday & Saturday 4 pm to 9 pm

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon. ~ Sat. 5:30 to 7:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 6:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

“Be

The F
ish

!” “BeThe Fish!”

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

FALCON RODS
CARA NOW IN STOCK!!!!

Open For Spring Season
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3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,
Owners Dru & Deb Davis

“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Wednesday thru Saturday

6 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu

6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials

            Homemade Pies & Desserts
Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

    HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR 1987
YANTIS, TX.
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today *Wi-Fi * Dish Network 

* Certified Scales * Bait & Tackle Shop * Live Bait 
* Fishing Pier * Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge, Grocery

Annual RV Leases Available * 3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping

Email: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website
www.hideawayharbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-2503

41st Semi-Annual Open (Continued from Page 1)

the official measuring 
board. Bass under the 
slot must be at least 
12” in length. Shorter 
than 12” cannot be 
brought to the weigh-
in.
  Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters of Lake Fork pays 
back 80% of all en-
tries. There is also a 
Big Bass Pot, optional 
to anglers. To get into 
the Big Pot is an op-
tional $10 with 100% 
payback to the top 
three biggest bass. En-
try fee for the tourna-
ment is $45 with $10 
Big Bass Option. Tex-
as Trails Bassmasters 
will be taking entries 
in the white trailer by 
the lake at Oak Ridge 
Marina from 4 pm to 9 
pm on Friday, March 
19th, and again on 
Saturday, March 20th 

from 5 am to 6 am.
  If you cannot come 
and fish with us, ev-
eryone is welcome to 
come out, visit with us 
and even buy some raf-
fle tickets for the many 
prizes to be given away 
thanks to our many 
sponsors.
  Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters is a highly mo-
tivated progressive 
bass fishing club with 
ties to the Wish to 
Fish Foundation and 
weight masters for the 
Wood County Annual 
Kid Fish. If you are 
thinking of joining a 
bass club, you can’t 
go wrong with Texas 
Trails Bassmasters of 
Lake Fork. We are now 
accepting member-
ships to our club.
  Dues to join the club 
are a mere $30 per year. 

Cost for tournament is 
$25 with a $5 Big Bass 
Option. There is also 
a progressive side pot 
that is optional for $5 
for the first 7-pound or 
over bass.
  For more information 
or to obtain an entry 
form for the tourna-
ment see ad on Page 
12. You can visit our 
website at www.tex-
astrailsbassmasters.
com or give Rodney 
Ellis, President, a call 
at 903-714-6473 or 
Don Hampton, Vice 
President/Tournament 
Director a call at 903-
360-6994.
  Fishing is going to 
be great! Come out 
and fish with us! Who 
knows you may catch 
that bass of a lifetime 
and finish in the tour-
nament a big winner! 
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Answers on Page 21

“Big Bass Are Going To Be Super Hungry!”

(See Big Bass.....
  Continued on Page 20)Hours

10 AM till
9 PM

Monday thru
Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
When Fishing Lake Fork

And Your Thirst Hits
We have what you want to 

quinch that thirst!
 Come & Visit Us!!!

We Have All Of 
Your Favorite 

Beverages Here!

 By David Ozio

    “There’s a chance we may finally get a line in the water 
this week after this horrendous historic cold snap. Fork 
was iced over in all the creeks and I have never seen that 
in my thirty plus years tackling this lake. Quite amazing 
actually! As of this writing the surface temps are 42-45 
degrees across the lake and few bites are being had as 
the elusive green fish are locked up tighter than a drum. 
The good news is we have a super warming trend on the 
horizon and this will change the game drastically. Add 
some decent rain to the mix and this will make March a 
much different month than in past years. My guess is that 
everything will be pushed back a couple of weeks as the 

surface temps will be slightly behind the seasonal curve. 
Nonetheless, find the critical staging areas and it’s game 
on for the trophy of a lifetime.
  I would think that big bass will be super hungry and 
looking for a good meal as the spawn is right around the 
corner. Concentrate your focus on these pre-spawn bass  
around main lake and secondary points at the entrance 
of major creeks, creek channel edges and bends, drains 
and ditches that are in close proximity to spawning flats. 
These staging fish will normally feed heavily through 
late February and early March while waiting for water 
temps to reach a consistent 58-62 degrees before advanc-
ing to the bedding areas. Water temp is the single most 
important factor during this time of year and a huge cold 
front can spell trouble for the advancing bass especially if 
it’s near the March full moon.
     Once conditions are stable, start your search on the 
northwest side of the largest creeks and key on the cur-
rent water temps in that area. The higher the thermometer 
reading, the better chance you have of seeing those giants 
cruising the shallows. Once the bass feel comfortable in 
an area, the ritual begins. Your job will be to target these 
big fish as they are setting up house. The all time best 
bait to capture your trophy of a lifetime will be on a big 
swimbait. There are several types on the market and you 
will need to find one that is weedless. Color choices can 

range from a bone color to light hitch or dark hitch. All 
will work under varied conditions. Throw these baits into 
very shallow water in the aforementioned areas of the 
lake and get ready for some heart stopping action. Don’t 
be afraid to chunk these baits into the thickest cover. They 
are designed to slide right out and keep on truckin.
     During this time of the year, there are other patterns that 
will work equally as well. The Strike King 8.0 squarebill 
will deliver it’s share of the pre-spawn giants. Shad colors 
work well and direct your efforts to the main lake and 
secondary points which are located in the near vicinity 
of the spawning areas. Shell beds also play a key role in 
how these fish will set up and spending time with a lo-
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Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber
                   * Mary Ann * Samantha

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Annual Leases Only

16th Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 1)

taking 2nd Place over-
all.
  Fishing hours for the 
tournament are from 
6 am to 2 pm with 11 
paid places each hour. 
To add more fun to the 
tournament and not 
break some angler’s 
hearts, the first each 
hour to be knocked out 
of 10th Place receives 
a $100 gift certificate 
from one of the spon-
soring businesses here 
on Lake Fork.
  For added incentive 
to anglers there will 
be three Xpress bass 
boats given away. For 
the heaviest bass over 
the 24” slot caught dur-
ing the tournament they 
will not only be taking 
home a check for 1st 

Place in an hour but 
also an Xpress X21Pro 
equipped with Yamaha, 
MinnKota, and Hum-
minbird electronics.
This is the same type 
of boat that Bassmaster 
Elite Pros, Bill Lowen, 
Harvey Horne, Dale 
Hightower, and Caleb 
Sumrall fish the circuit 
in.
  Having been a guide 
on Lake Fork for 18 
years and owned this 
newspaper for 22 years 
I can attest to many 
anglers having never 
caught a bass weighing 
over 10-pounds. Well, 
Lake Fork is definitely 
your best chance to do 
this.  For this very rea-
son when I began this 
tournament, I wanted an 

extra incentive for the 
anglers. This is when 
my wife and I came up 
with the great idea to 
give a grand prize to the 
heaviest bass under the 
16” slot. For the angler 
that catches the heavi-
est bass under the 16” 
mark they will be tak-
ing home a check and 
an Xpress X19Pro fully 
equipped.
  By getting your entry 
in early before April 
30th you could also be 
a big winner. In a draw-
ing of all the early en-
tries one lucky angler 
will be taking home 
an Xpress H20B, 20-
foot center console, 
equipped with Yamaha, 
MinnKota, and Hum-
minbird electronics.

  There also will be 
a T-Shirt hour every 
hour of the tournament. 
If the angler has a T-
Shirt with him when 
he weighs his bass and 
wins 1st Place in the 
hour, they will get an 
extra $100.
  Anglers can also pur-
chase Killer Outdoors 

7’2” MH rods for only 
$60 while supply last.
  For more information 
on the tournament see 
ad on Page 15 or go to 
www.legendoflakefork.
com to download entry 
and for all tournament 
rules. If you should 
have any questions, you 
can contact me at fish-

news@lakefork.net or 
give me a call at 903-
360-6994.
  Hope to see you at 
the tournament or on 
the lake
  The Annual Legend 
of Lake Fork Big Bass 
Tournament is solely 
owned by Don and 
Sue Hampton.
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“The Moon Report”
“March “Mayhem” on Fork”
By Terri Moon

 Well as if the past 
year hasn’t been crazy 
enough – the entire 
state of Texas was 
blasted with a crip-
pling blizzard! Ev-
eryone is still trying 
to recover from all 
the damage this cre-
ated. It’s devastating 
what everyone had 
to endure and so sad 
the loss of life – but, 
also “heartwarming” 
to see all the friends, 
neighbors and total 
strangers pitch in and 
help one another get 
through it! I am sure 
grateful to everyone 
that helped me out! 
  While all of you 
were going through 
the blizzard in Texas, 
I was snowed in at 
Mama Novas in Mis-
souri, and we were on 
our 3rd blizzard, so it 
worked out good that 
I couldn’t get home. 
We were blessed with 
not losing power or 
water. We were sure 
sending prayers your 
way! Once again, I 
apologize to anyone 
who tried to reach 
me – but, when I’m at 
Mama Novas I don’t 
have cell service – it’s 
off the grid – just ask 
Verizon!! If I drive 20 
miles to town, it will 
work – but, our roads 
looked like yours did. 
Going to town was not 
an option! (It’s making 
me think hard about a 
4-wheel drive). Looks 
like roads should clear 
this week so I’m sure 
looking forward to the 
warmer weather and 

the lake thaw out.
  The water tempera-
ture took a dive to the 
low 40’s – OUCH! 
That will slow things  
down a little. It didn’t 
slow Cameron down. 
He had a great video 
of breaking the ice to 
go fishing! I love it!
  I think we are all ex-
cited for the spring 
migration to get under 
way. You might check 
that 30 to 40 ft. depths 
around the creeks and 
timber lines, and keep 
an eye on the water 
temps. Won’t be long 
they’ll come through 
the bridges. Last year 
at this time water 
temps were low 60’s 
and we were fishing 
16 – 24 ft. Come on 
sunshine!
  I’m very excited to 
get to see my new 
Skeeter Solera 205 and 
get it rigged out. (I’m 
having “live scope” 
withdrawal!)   
  While the weather is 
bad, it’s a great time 
to get your reels re-
spooled and oiled so 
you can be ready to 
go when the weather 
breaks. Also, it’s a 

good time to visit Lake 
Fork Marina store and 
check out all the new 
Bone Head rods and 
baits they have avail-
able now. Make sure 
you have a good as-
sortment of their jig 
head sizes and bait 
sizes and colors to 
accommodate fishing 
conditions and fish-
ing depths. Lake Fork 
Marina is great about 
carrying all your crap-
pie fishing needs!
  Let’s all hope for 
consistent warmer 
temperatures and 
hopefully those March 
winds will be kind to 
us!
  Please remember – 
sadly we are still in 
the grips of Covid – 
so please do what you 
can to stay safe and 
keep your distance 
till we all can be vac-
cinated. Prayers to all 
who have lost loved  
ones to this and wish-
ing you many bless-
ings! 
  
  Don’t forget the 10-
inch minimum length 
goes back in effect 
March 1st!       
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Brad Penny, 2003 World Series Champion 
MLB pitcher was fishing with Lake Fork guide 
Whitt Smith on Monday February 22 when he 
caught this nice hawg. C.P.R.

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941     

Bird City Texas Certifies Three New Communities

    (See Bird City Texas..
        Continued on Page 21)

 Bird City Tex-
as, a partnership 
program between 
Audubon Texas and 
the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD), is 
proud to announce 
that Galveston, San 
Antonio and Surf-
side Beach have 
been certified as 
Bird City Texas 
communities. These 
three communities 
join the inaugu-
ral 2020 Bird City 
Texas communities 
and will be certified 
through December 
2023.
 Bird City Texas is a 
community-focused 

certification pro-
gram that was cre-
ated to help people 
protect birds and 
their habitats. The 
criteria required to 
attain certification 
is designed to be 
impactful and effi-
cient against habitat 
loss and other harm-
ful factors impact-
ing birds. The pro-
gram is centered on 
science-based bird 
conservation initia-
tives and commu-
nity action to help 
enhance and restore 
bird habitats, in-
crease native plant 
coverage, reduce 
p o p u l a t i o n - l e v e l 

threats, increase 
public awareness 
of the benefits and 
challenges of bird 
conservation and 
promote environ-
mental stewardship.
 “Intuitively, many 
people understand 
the value of nature 
and green spac-

es, and the need 
to escape to green 
spaces was high-
lighted in 2020,” 
said Audubon Texas 
Director of Con-
servation Strategy, 
Romey Swanson. 
“Communities that 
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FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477

Sherry Stout
Call 903-249-1667
For Appointment

886 E. Lennon Dr. #108
Emory, Texas

Excellence In Painting
by David R. Young
Interior ~ Exterior

Texture Repairs
30+ Years Experience
All Work Guaranteed

903-474-0403

Toyota ShareLunker Program Caps off the 2020 Season
Anglers across the state entered 340 lunk-
er bass greater than 8 pounds in the Toyota 
ShareLunker program from 86 lakes during 
the 2020 season, which wrapped up Dec. 31. 
In addition to helping produce bigger, better 
bass for Texas lakes, anglers who enter their 
big bass catches in the program receive spe-
cial recognition and prizes, including an entry 
into a year-end drawing to win a $5,000 Bass 
Pro Shops shopping spree and an annual fish-
ing license.
 “We are excited to announce that after wrap-
ping up another great year of data collection 
in the Toyota ShareLunker program, angler 
Roy Saunders of Abilene was randomly se-
lected from the 2020 entries to win the cov-
eted year-end $5,000 shopping spree to Bass 
Pro Shops,” said Kyle Brookshear, Toyota 
ShareLunker program coordinator. “We want 
to remind anglers that every certified Share-
Lunker entry will earn you a chance of win-
ning this drawing along with many other 
great prizes in 2021, so be sure to download 
the Toyota ShareLunker mobile app and get 
fishing.”

 Saunders reeled in an Elite Class Lunker on 
Feb. 16, 2020 on Kirby Lake, making him 
eligible for entry into the drawing. The fish 
checked in at a weight of 10.22 pounds with 
a length of 23.25 inches. It’s the largest bass 
Saunders has ever caught and it’s also his first 
entry into the ShareLunker program.
 “We went out tube fishing on Kirby Lake and 
I was catching some small bass to start off the 
day,” said Saunders. “Out of the corner of my 
eye, I saw some bullrush movement and knew 
there had to be something out there. I headed 
that direction and dropped in a green/orange 
crawdad bait and the fish bought it. I scooped 
the fish up in my net and it turned out to be 
the largest bass I’ve ever reeled in. When we 
go fishing, we catch anything and everything 
we can. We don’t usually go out targeting one 
specific fish, we just want to catch fish.”
 “It was exciting to get the call that I had 
won the drawing from Kyle [Brookshear] and 
have the chance to participate in this great 
program,” added Saunders. “To the young an-
glers, my advice is to get out there on the wa-
ter and do your best, because it will pay off.”
 “All anglers participating in the ShareLunk-

er program, like Roy, 
play a vital citizen 
scientist role in help-
ing manage Texas’ 
world class fisheries 

for current and future anglers,” added Brook-
shear. “When these anglers provide the catch 
and genetic data from their Lunkers through-
out the year, it supplements the intensive 
sampling data collected by our fisheries bi-
ologists. Ultimately the additional data bet-
ter enables our biologists to make even better 
management decisions for Texas’ fisheries, 
and that is a win for everyone.”
 Once a lunker is reeled in, anglers need to 
enter the catch data and appropriate photos on 
the Toyota ShareLunker mobile app – avail-
able for free from the Apple App Store and 
Google Play – or on the Toyota ShareLunker 
online app at TexasSharelunker.com. In ad-
dition to providing basic catch information, 
anglers can also provide a DNA scale sample 
from their lunker bass to TPWD researchers 
for genetic analysis.
 The Toyota ShareLunker program is year-
round and offers four levels of participation 
for bass over 8 pounds caught in Texas. In 
2020, anglers entered 4 Legacy Class bass 
over 13 pounds and loaned them to TPWD for 
the selective breeding and stocking program 
during the spawning window Jan. 1 through 
Mar. 31. Anglers tallied 3 additional Legend 
Class bass over 13 pounds that were caught 
outside the spawning window. 84 Elite Class 
bass weighing 10 to 12.99 pounds and 249 

(Continued on Next Page)
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8414 W FM 515
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-3232
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an elec-
trical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part, 
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized Mo-
torGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models 
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

CERTIFIED DEALER FOR THE ALL NEW LOWRANCE GHOST TROLLING MOTOR
SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Low-
rance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year lim-
ited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by 
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest 
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN 

FRONT OF THEM!!

Lunker Class bass weighing between 8 and 
9.99 pounds or at least 24 inches.
 The top five ShareLunker producing lakes 
in 2020 included: Lake Fork with 60 entries, 
Lake Conroe with 20 entries, the Brazos Riv-
er with 16 entries, Sam Rayburn Reservoir 
with 15 entries, and Falcon Lake and Lake 
Athens tied with 10 entries each. To see how 
your favorite fishing location fared in 2020 
or how the fishing is so far in 2021, visit the 
archives at TexasShareLunker.com.
  The 2021 season is off to a hot start with four 
Legacy Class Lunkers being reeled in during 
the month of January. Anglers who catch a 
13+ pound bass can loan it to the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department for the ShareLunk-
er selective breeding and stocking program 

through the end of March. These anglers can 
call the ShareLunker hotline at (903) 681-
0550 to report their catch 24/7 until April 1, 
2021.
 Anglers who catch and donate one of these 
13+ lunkers earn Legacy Class status, re-
ceive a catch kit filled with merchandise, a 
13lb+ Legacy decal for their vehicle or boat, 
VIP access to the Toyota ShareLunker An-
nual Awards event and a high-quality replica 
of their lunker fish. These anglers will also 
receive entries into two separate drawings; 
a Legacy Class Drawing and the year-end 
Grand Prize Drawing. Both drawings will 
award the winner a $5,000 Bass Pro Shops 
shopping spree and an annual fishing license.
 Anglers who enter data for any lunker they 

catch greater than 8 
lbs. or 24 inches dur-
ing the calendar year 
2021 also receive a 
catch kit, a decal for 
their vehicle or boat 
and an entry into 
the year-end Grand 
Prize Drawing to win 
a $5,000 Bass Pro 
Shops shopping spree 
and annual fishing li-

cense. ShareLunker entry classes include the 
Lunker Class (8lb+), Elite Class (10lb+), and 
Legend Class (13lb+).
 The Toyota ShareLunker Program is made 
possible in part by the generous sponsorship 
of Toyota. Toyota is a longtime supporter of 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation and the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, pro-
viding major funding for a wide variety of 
fisheries, state parks and wildlife projects.
 Prize donors Bass Pro Shops, Lake Fork 
Taxidermy, American Fishing Tackle Co. and 
Stanley Jigs also provide additional support 
for this program. For updates on the Toyota 
ShareLunker Program, visit facebook.com/
sharelunkerprogram/ or TexasSharelunker.
com

“When The Bass Won’t Bite!!”
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Public Help Sought to Report Fish and Wildlife Impacted by Winter Storm Uri
  Recent snowfall and freezing temperatures af-
fected many fish and wildlife species throughout 
the state and now Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) is asking for the public’s help in re-
porting any animal mortality events they observe 
on their property, ranches, or in their neighbor-
hoods through this project on the iNaturalist web-
site. Citizens are encouraged to report observations 
so that biologists can better understand the impacts 
of Winter Storm Uri to natural resources.
  The prolonged period of subfreezing tempera-
tures, coupled with a limited availability of food 
resources due to snow and ice has had some impact 
on wildlife resources; however, given the secretive 
nature of most wildlife species, the full extent of the 
impact cannot yet be determined. Some of the wild-
life species impacted by the storm include exotic, 
non-native ungulates like axis deer, blackbuck and 
nilgai antelope that originate in temperate climates, 
various bat species and multiple bird species.
 While TPWD has no regulatory authority regard-
ing the management of exotic species, the cold 
weather did have a significant impact on these 
species. Native species like white-tailed and mule 
deer are much more tolerant to these extreme cold 
weather events than the exotics.
 TPWD does not foresee any significant losses of 
white-tailed or mule deer. Noticeable white-tailed 
deer mortalities, except for a few older deer, are not 
being reported. Some mortality of very old white-
tailed deer, or those in poor body condition, is to be 
expected.
 Despite the potential significant loss of axis and 
blackbuck, this mortality event may lower free-
ranging exotic populations in areas of the Texas 
Hill Country where they were overpopulated, ul-
timately helping native habitats that benefit white-
tailed deer and other wildlife.
 At this time, the more pressing concern is possible 
impacts the cold weather had on the native deer 
habitat in some regions. In South Texas, some brush 
species still had green leaves prior to the freeze and 
snowfall. Now, however, TPWD staff are noticing 
many shrubs shedding leaves and turning brown.  
Additionally, the winter herbaceous vegetation, 
which are critical for deer this time of year and 
into the early spring, were impacted and burned by 
the freezing temperatures. TPWD is hopeful that, 
despite the cold temperatures, the moisture from 
the snow and ice was able to be absorbed by the 
soil and as temperatures warm up, the usual spring 
green-up will take place statewide.
 Across the state, citizens, biologists, and park 
employees are reporting dead bats under bridges, 
along with finding live bats that were downed due 
to the freeze because of dehydration, starvation, 
and cold body temperatures. Currently, wildlife 

rehabilitators and other organizations are being in-
undated with the bats that survived the storm and 
doing everything they can to help.
 Should citizens find dead or live bats, it’s extreme-
ly important that people do not handle bats. The 
best course of action is to record the observation via 
iNaturalist and then, if the downed bat is still alive, 
contact a rehabilitator. A list of wildlife rehabilita-
tors can be found on the TPWD website as well as 
on the Bat World Sanctuary website.
 TPWD staff continue to receive reports of dead 
birds, including waterfowl. Biologists have re-
ceived reports of dead songbirds and woodpeck-
ers, possibly resulting from poor body condition 

and lack of cover from ongoing drought conditions 
in certain habitats. Insectivorous and nectivorous 
bird species likely suffered greater losses than other 
bird species. Quail, however, fared well according 
to some reports. Richland Creek Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA), among other WMAs with wet-
land ecosystems, reported hundreds of dead coots 
and multiple dead Blue-winged Teal.
 
  As staff are able to continue visiting field sites, 
along with reports from the public through iNatu-
ralist, TPWD will be able to better analyze the long 
term Winter Storm Uri impacts on wildlife and 
other resources.
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16th Annual Big Bass Tournament 
May 14,15,16, 2021

Now Accepting Reservations For 
Commercial & Vendor Spaces

For May 14, 15, 16, 2021      
Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake 
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise & 

promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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~ Since 1984 ~ ~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2020 Bullet, Falcon, Xpress, 
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!
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FM 1567 W.

# 290

Authorized Dealer Sales 
& Installation

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free

866-920-8331

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
DEALER FOR:  GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST
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(See Input Sought ....
       Continued on Page 18)
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Public Input Sought on Texas Freshwater 
Fishing Regulation Proposals for 2021-2022
  Changes to length 
and bag limits for 
blue and channel cat-
fish statewide and 
at specific locations 
highlight this year’s 
list of proposed 
freshwater fishing 
regulation changes. 
The proposed chang-
es also include minor 
modifications to pas-
sive gear float dimen-
sions.
 Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
is taking public com-
ment on the follow-
ing proposed chang-
es to the 2021-2022 
Statewide Recre-
ational and Commer-
cial Fishing Procla-

mation, with input 
to be considered be-
fore any action by 
the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Commission 
at its March 25 public 
hearing.
 “A team of TPWD 
fisheries biologists 
have worked for the 
past two years to re-
view our current cat-
fish regulations with 
the goals of continu-
ing to provide good 
angling, meeting cur-
rent angler needs, and 
reducing the number 
of regulation cat-
egories,” said Craig 
Bonds, TPWD’s In-
land Fisheries Divi-
sion Director. “These 

proposed regulations 
address what we have 
heard from anglers 
about their fishing 
motivations and can 
be appropriately used 
across the diversity 
of our state’s waters.”
 The current state-
wide regulations for 
blue and channel cat-
fish consist of a 12-
inch minimum length 
limit and a 25-fish 
daily bag limit that 
combines both spe-
cies. The proposed 
changes would re-
move the minimum 
length limit (fish of 
any length could be 
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*

Michael McFarland
Lake Fork Guide Service

Individual * Group * Corporate
* Instructional & Beginner Trips

All Fishermen Welcome! Ust the best rod 
& reels and tackle all provided and inclu-
sive with this ad. Specializing in teaching 
basics all the way through to the career 
pro level. High school team discounts!!!? 
Remember to take a kid fising or hunt-
ing. There is nothing more rewarding 
then the outdoors itself!

Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
602-826-1524

“Knowing What To Look For!”
  A historic freeze has hit Texas and man it hit 
us hard. February can be cold and yes we can 
get some snow and ice but its  usually a one or 
two day deal and we are back to normal. Well 
this was not the case this time. After 230 hours 
of below freezing temperatures, record setting 
lows reaching negative numbers, more than 1 
foot of snow and ice and our lakes even freez-
ing over it only took 48 hours to melt it all off. 
Gotta love Texas weather. 
  Now lets talk about fishing--Fork during the 
month of March. The big question is will this 
epic week long cold spell change the fishing in 
March? The direct answer is yes however not as 

much as you may think. It really depends on a 
few important factors so here are some impor-
tant things to realize and some great tips to help 
you find and catch bass over the next few weeks 
here at Fork. First you need to understand and 
believe that once the bass has committed to 
moving into the shallows to spawn they will 
not migrate back out because of bad weather 
or cold water conditions. They simply hunker 
down and stay I promise you. 
  Pay very close to the warming trends. Not just 
the day time but more importantly the night 
time. When the  night time lows stay above the 
current water temperature, the lake will have 

a 24 hour period of 
warm trend, 2 days in 
a row (48 hours) and 
the water temperatures 
change very quickly. 
Look for fog in the 
morning, this will 
point you to where the 
warmest water is on 
the lake, these are the 
first areas you will find 
the big bass. Look for 
dirty water. Dirty  wa-
ter will warm up much 
faster than clear water. 
In fact dirty water with 

floating debris or matted vegetation is ideal. 
Best baits in March. •1/2 oz.Lipless crank baits/
rattle traps 
Colors- reds,reds/orange, red/chartreuse 
•1/2 oz. Gold double willow leaf spinner bait. 
Colors- chartreuse or chartreuse/white.
•3/8 oz chatterbait/jack hammer. Colors- white, 
white/chartreuse, sungill and/or green pumpkin.
•Santone 1/2oz rattling jig- Pakes perch, Mexi-
can heather, Black & blue
•Texas rigged creature baits ( V&M j-bug, 
Zoom brush hogs etc..)
Colors- green pumpkin, june bug, black/blue.
 I hope this will give you confidence and help 
you locate and catch more bass during the 
month of March. 



   Page 18         “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”               March      

We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  O n  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

2021 Skeeter FXR21 APEX

2021 Skeeter FXR20 APEX

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W. Hwy. 154

Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

PROUD TO BE PART OF 
THE HERITAGE 
NEW FOR 2021

YAMAHA TECHNICIAN IN HOUSE

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Public Input Sought (Continued from Page 16)

harvested) and re-
tain the 25-fish daily 
bag. However, of the 
25 blue or channel 
catfish that could be 
harvested per day, 
anglers would be lim-
ited to harvesting no 
more than 10 fish that 
measure 20 inches or 
longer.
  Two new exceptions 
to the statewide regu-
lations for blue and 
channel catfish are 
being proposed. The 
first category would 
follow the no mini-
mum length limit and 
25-fish daily bag lim-
it for blue and chan-
nel catfish from the 
proposed statewide 
regulations but would 
further limit the num-
ber of fish 20 inches 
or larger that could be 

harvested per day to 
five and further limit 
the number of fish 30 
inches or larger that 
could be harvested to 
one. A total of 12 lo-
cations are proposed 
for this category. Fol-
lowing are the loca-
tions and their cur-
rent regulations.
* Six locations that 
are currently under 
statewide regula-
tions: Lakes Belton 
(Bell and Coryell 
counties), Bob Sand-
lin (Camp, Franklin, 
and Titus counties), 
Conroe (Montgom-
ery and Walker coun-
ties), Hubbard Creek 
(Stephens County), 
Lavon (Collin Coun-
ty), and Ray Hub-
bard (Collin, Dallas, 
Kaufman, and Rock-

wall counties).
* Three locations cur-
rently under a 30- to 
45-inch slot length 
limit: Lewisville 
(Denton County), 
Richland-Chambers 
(Freestone and Na-
varro counties), and 
Waco (McClennan 
County).
* Two locations cur-
rently under no mini-
mum length limit but 
with harvest limits of 
five fish that measure 
20 inches or longer: 
Kirby (Taylor Coun-
ty) and Palestine 
(Cherokee, Ander-
son, Henderson, and 
Smith counties).
* Lake Tawakoni 
(Hunt, Rains, and Van 
Zandt counties) cur-
rently is under simi-
    (Continued on Next Page)
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TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School 
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake 
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA re-
quests donations of new and used fishing 
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, and 
refurbished. Items will be further donated to 
area high school fishing teams.  
Call Larry Marler, 336-413-3053, or Mike 
Kostial, 760-458-7885, for more information 
or to arrange a donation.

lar regulations: no minimum but with harvest 
limits of seven over 20 inches and two over 
30 inches.
  The final new exemption category proposed 
is a 14-inch minimum length limit and a 15-
fish combined daily bag for blue and channel 
catfish. Locations proposed for this category, 
which are currently under statewide regula-
tions, are:
* Lakes Braunig (Bexar County), Calaveras 
(Bexar County), Choke Canyon (Live Oak 
and McMullen counties), Fayette County 
(Fayette County), and Proctor (Comanche 
County).
Additionally, two reservoirs will be added to 
an existing blue and channel catfish regula-
tion category: no minimum length limit and a 
50-fish bag limit with the additional restric-
tion that no more than five fish of 30 inches 
or larger could be harvested per day. Those 
reservoirs are Lake Livingston (Polk, San Ja-
cinto, Trinity, and Walker counties), which 
has a 12-inch minimum length limit and 50-
fish daily bag limit, and Lake Sam Rayburn 
(Jasper County), which is currently under 
statewide regulations.
These two reservoirs, Lake Livingston and 
Lake Sam Rayburn and these reservoirs, 
Lakes Caddo (Harrison and Marion counties) 

and Toledo Bend (Newton Sabine, and Shelby 
counties), and the Sabine River (Newton and 
Orange counties), which are currently in the 
above regulation category, will also be added 
to the regulations for commercial harvest.
Current statewide length and bag limits for 
commercial harvest will remain at 14 inches 
and 25 fish [both species combined], and a 
five-fish bag limit will apply on all community 
fishing lakes and lying totally within a state 
park.
Changes are also proposed to standardize the 
descriptions for float dimensions for some 
passive gears as length and width rather than 
height and diameter. Also, inadvertently, the 
width of the float for minnow traps was listed 
as 6 inches, and it should be 3 inches.
Additional details on the proposed regulation 
changes, including narrated presentations on 
the proposed changes, can be found on the 
public comment page and in the Texas Reg-
ister.
Opportunities to provide comments for or 
against these proposals include:
Online:  At TPWD public comment page until 
March 24.
Phone or Email: Comments on the proposed 
changes may be submitted to Ken Kurzawski 
at (512) 389-4591, email: ken.kurzawski@

tpwd.texas.gov.
Online Webinar: TPWD staff will pres-
ent proposed fishing regulation changes 
and answer questions in an online webinar 
at 7:00 p.m. Mar. 4. The webinar will also 
be posted on the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’sYouTube  channel and Face-
book page.
In person: The TPW Commission will take 
public comment on the proposed changes at 
their meeting on Thursday, March 25 in Aus-
tin. Public testimony will normally be limited 
to three minutes per person.
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Charles McCallum 
with David Ozio

Mark Spaeth with 
David Ozio

James Mason with 
David Ozio

Zach Turner with 
David Ozio

cal guide can be the big bass education you’ve always 
needed. They will show you what to look for and how 
to cover the right water to locate the “always elusive” 
slounch’s. Like I said before, cold fronts can be a game 
changer when pursuing trophy bass so pay close atten-
tion to the areas that you are fishing. Fish will pull back 
during these conditions and you will need to back out 
and target wood in the 6-14ft range to collect your trophy 
prize. A black/blue jig will gain the staring role and be 
sure to stay in contact with the jig to feel the bite. Big bass 
will often bite very softly so you will need to control the 

slack line to feel the jig as it scours the bottom.
     If you are headed out to Lake Fork in March searching 
for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a part of 
this trophy quest. I also have gift certificates available if 
you have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt of land-
ing a huge bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or 
e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/LakeForkGuid-
eDavidOzio. I post my daily trip results on this page. I 
would also like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon Cus-
tom Lures for making my job the blast that it is. I hope to 
see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. “Everyone 
who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”. I 
wish all of you a blessed day.”

903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups
Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight

Covered Pavilion • Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

               Boat Ramp
                               Playground For The   

           Children

“Big Bass Are Going to be Super Hungry!”(Continued from Page 6)
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

Bird City Texas (Continued from Page 9)

achieved certifi-
cation in January 
2021 did outstand-
ing work in creat-
ing and maintaining 
places of respite for 
people and wildlife 
alike. Galveston, 
San Antonio and 
Surfside Beach all 
embody the con-
servation ethic and 
leadership both 
TPWD and Audu-
bon Texas want for 
all our Texas com-
munities.”
 Working within 
local COVID-19 
restrictions, Bird 
City Texas commu-
nities will provide 
virtual or socially 
distanced birding 
opportunities in 
the coming months 
and will conduct 
conservation work 
to the best of their 
ability. To learn 
more about Bird 
City Texas commu-
nity programming, 
those interested can 
visit the Chamber 
of Commerce web-

sites for each com-
munity, as well as 
the TPWD Bird City 
Texas website.
 The 2021 Bird City 
Texas application 
cycle will begin in 
early summer. Com-
munities interested 
in applying for cer-

tification can visit 
the Bird City Texas 
website for more 
information.
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following 
items are compiled 
from recent Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department law en-
forcement reports.
--Small World-- A 
Polk County game 
warden was contact-
ed by a woman on 
social media asking 
if he had any meat to 
donate for her family 
of six. The warden 
donated deer meat 
and after getting to 
know the family, 
learned the dad was a 
disabled veteran and 
hadn’t been hunting 
in over 10 years since 
before the military. 
The warden then 
reached out to local 
landowners and got 

a hunt donated for 
him and one of his 
children at Rocky 
Creek Ranch. The 
veteran took his el-
dest daughter of 13 
on her first hunt and 
during the hunt, the 
warden found out 
his kids were from 
the same town the 
warden grew up in. 
Small world, great 
memories.
--Giving Back--Re-
cently, Polk Coun-
ty game wardens 
reached out to lo-
cal landowners to 
find ways to give 
back to their com-
munity through the 
outdoors. The de-
cision was made to 
organize a disabled 

veteran and youth 
hunt. A drawing was 
held on social me-
dia to select qualify-
ing participants for 
the hunt, which in 
turn created great 
support from local 
businesses and com-
munity members. A 
father (retired Navy 
veteran) and son 
(first time hunter) 
were selected to par-
ticipate in the hunt. 
The father and son 
joined Game War-
dens on the Simon 
Peter Bend Ranch 
for an amazing hunt. 
Both hunters and 
the landowner were 
thrilled about the 
experience, and now 

NOW OPEN
“We’ve Missed You!”
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“Fresh Vegetables Herald the Arrival of Spring”

Welcome the return of warm weather with 
this delightful, fresh-tasting spring vegetable 
saute’ and delicious sweet potato
muffins!  

By Sue Hampton

  It’s difficult not to feel some excitement 
as spring approaches. The days lengthen, 
the birds return and temperatures begin to 
rise. As the weather clears, many can’t wait 
to venture out with family and friends and 
relieve the past winter’s “cabin fever.”
  One great way to welcome the season is 
with a spring dinner party. Open up a bottle 
of white wine and serve up this delightful 
recipe for a spring vegetable saute’. Sim-
ple to prepare, the dish is an ideal way for 

guests to enjoy the return of warmer weath-
er.
SPRING 
VEGETABLE SAUTE’
¾ pound new potatoes, cut in half
½ pound sugar snap peas, trimmed
2 tablespoons butter
3 to 4 small spring onions, thinly sliced
2 garlic cloves, minced
½ teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
2 to 3 tablespoons chopped fresh mint
Salt 
Freshly ground black pepper
  Place a large pot of salted water over high 
heat and bring to a boil. Add the potatoes 
and cook for 20 minutes or until tender. Add 
the snap peas during the last two minutes of 
cooking time. Drain.
  Heat the butter in a large skillet over me-
dium heat. Add the onions and garlic and 
cook for five minutes or until tender. Add 
the potatoes, snap peas, nutmeg and mint. 
Toss to coat well. Season with salt and pep-
per to taste.
  In the next recipe, the versatile sweet po-
tato takes center stage in a delicious muffin.
SWEET POTATO MUFFINS
(Makes 12 muffins)
1 cup plus 2 tablespoons brown sugar
½ cup canola or corn oil
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

2 eggs
2 cups unbleached white flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
½ teaspoon freshly grated all-spice
½ teaspoon salt
2 large sweet potatoes (about 1-1/3 pounds), 
peeled and finely grated, to make 4 cups
½ cup raisins
1 cup chopped walnuts
  1. Preheat the oven to 350 F. Butter or oil 
a tin to hold twelve muffins.
  2. In a small bowl, whisk together the 
brown sugar, oil, vanilla and eggs.
  3. In a large bowl, mix together the flour, 
baking powder, spices, salt and grated 
sweet potatoes. Make a well in the cen-
ter, and pour in the egg mixture. Stir in 
the egg mixture, gradually incorporating it 
with the flour mixture. Stir in the raisins 
and walnuts. Spoon the batter into the tins. 
Fill each tin to the rim to make a large cap 
(no, the batter does not overflow). Bake the 
muffins for 25 to 30 minutes or until a knife 
inserted into a muffin comes out clean.
  4. Take the muffin tin out of the oven. 
Run a paring knife carefully around each 
muffin, then invert the pan, and knock one 
edge against your work surface to release 
the muffins. Serve the muffins right away.
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plan to keep in contact with one another. 
Moye’s Processing donated full processing of 
the meat, and McQuilkin Taxidermy donated 
a full shoulder mount of the deer. A big thank 
you to Scott and Toni Cochran-Hughes for 
the Texas hospitality and amazing meals, as 
well as fully supporting our nation’s heroes.
--Brotherly Love-- A Cass County game war-
den was contacted by a landowner about a 
man he caught on his game camera carrying 
two rifles. The warden recognized the person 
and contacted the suspect’s brothers to con-
firm the location of the suspect and to help 
set up an interview. Wardens interviewed the 
suspect, who admitted to hunting from the 
roadway and shooting a pig. The pig ran onto 
a hunting lease and the suspect admitted to 
searching for the pig on the lease with both 
guns. Charges Pending.
--Safe Harbor-- Cass County game war-
dens received a call from a couple of duck 
hunters who were unable to get back to land 
from the Sulphur River. Wardens responded 
with a flat bottom boat, attempting to locate 
the hunters. Both hunters were located and 
transported to paramedics, who were waiting 
nearby. One hunter was hypothermic due to 
exposure to the cold water and the other was 
checked out and later released.

--Tractor Pull-- A Cherokee County game 
warden came upon a hunter on a tractor at-
tempting to dump the carcass of a doe deer. 
The subject stated that he was not aware that 
doe days had closed on Nov. 29. Upon ques-
tioning, it was determined that the subject’s 
friend who was back at camp had also had 
some success that morning and had taken a 
buck. Upon arrival at the camp, the warden 
discovered an untagged buck that also failed 
to meet antler restrictions. Cases pending.  
--Dove Tales-- A Real County game warden 
received a call from a group of people who 
were trying to fish on their own property. 
The caller stated while they were fishing, 
they were peppered by shot gun pellets and 
were seeing a lot of dove flying in the area. 
The warden arrived at the location and met 
a truck leaving the property, asking the driv-
er if he had been hunting. The driver said 
he had been dove hunting and killed seven 

birds. The warden informed the hunter that 
dove season in the Central Zone ended on the 
14th. The hunter was cited for Hunt Dove in 
Closed Season and his birds were seized and 
donated. Case pending.
--Ineligible-- A Webb County game warden 
and Duval County game warden completed 
an investigation on an individual who had 
entered a deer into the local Muy Grande 
Deer Contest. The individual who shot the 
deer was from out of state and did not pos-
sess a license. She then bought a license five 
hours later after entering the deer into the 
contest. The deer scored 172 5/8 Boone and 
Crockett Score. Cases and Civil restitution 
pending.
--Decoyed-- While checking duck hunters 
along the Frio River, a game warden con-
tacted a boat containing four duck hunters. 
The “so-called” guide stated he did not have 

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area
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a hunting license, identification and failed to 
have enough PFD’s for his hunters on board. 
While inspecting the ducks, one hunter at-
tempted to awkwardly pick up a pile of decoys 
and move it away from the warden. When the 
warden asked the hunter what was under the 
pile of decoys and why he tried to move them 
in such a weird manner, the hunter stated he 
found a large alligator skull on the bank. He 
attempted to hide it as he was unsure if it was 
legal for him to possess. The hunter was in-
formed he could not possess the skull which 
was found on the Daughtry Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA). Multiple cases were filed 
for hunting without a license, insufficient 
PFD’s and illegal possession of an alligator. 
The alligator skull is expected to meet or ex-
ceed the record for the largest alligator docu-
mented on the Choke Canyon.
--Citizen Assist-- A Lubbock District game 
warden received a call regarding hunters be-
ing on the Dimmit Playa WMA in Castro 
County. The Dimmit Playa WMA is a drawn 
only hunt property and the informant that 
called was a hunter who had won the drawn 
hunt and was currently scouting the property 
for the upcoming weekend. The informant 
told the warden that when he arrived at the 

Dimmit Playa there was a pickup parked at 
the gate of the property. As he got closer, he 
noticed three hunters firing shotguns inside 
the property. The Castro County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice was dispatched and arrived on scene first 
due to logistics. After interviewing the sus-
pects, the sheriff discovered they had killed 
five pheasants. The warden coordinated with 
the sheriff and all five pheasants were seized 
and civil restitution was filed. The suspects 
were also cited for the following violations: 
Taking or Possessing species from a Wildlife 
Management Area, Failure to have an An-
nual Public Hunting Permit and a No Upland 
Game Bird Endorsement Violation.
--The Munchies-- Wardens were patrolling 
in Childress County for state law violations 
when they observed a vehicle with a Loui-
siana license plate traveling East on a rural 
highway. A traffic stop was conducted and 
during the initial contact with the driver, the 
warden’s pointed out that there was a small 
purple box with a marijuana leaf insignia 
on it that appeared to have “THC” written 
on the box. Warden’s had the driver exit his 
vehicle and questioned him about his trip 
across the U.S. During the investigation, 
the driver admitted to having some mari-

juana and THC edibles inside the vehicle. A 
probable cause search of the vehicle yielded 
several containers of THC wax, THC edible 
candy, marijuana and several drug parapher-
nalia items. The driver was booked into the 
Childress County Jail without incident and 
charged with possession of a controlled sub-
stance PG2 4<400G, possession of marijuana 
less than 2oz, and possession of drug para-
phernalia.
--Unintended Consequences-- A William-
son County game warden received an Op-
eration Game Thief call regarding a buck 
shot out of season. The warden contacted 
the hunter who admitted to shooting a small 
four-point whitetail deer on Jan. 9. He said it 
was unintentional and thought it was a spike. 
The hunter was asked for his hunting license 
and he went inside his house to retrieve it. 
When the hunter gave it to the warden, he 
noticed the harvest log was not filled out and 
upon inspection one buck tag was missing. 
The warden asked to see the tag since the 
hunter stated he processed deer at home. The 
hunter took out the tag from his shirt pocket 
and gave it to the warden. The tag was not 
filled out and the dates were not cut out. Ci-
tations were issued.
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LAND FOR SALE 
for RV, Mobile Home 
or House; Pool; Pier; 
Ramp; Gated Entry. 
903-878-7265. 

Hefner Group Insurance

DISCOUNTS UP TO 40%

www.hefnergroup.com

AUTO BOATATVHOME

MINEOLA   903-569-5115
MARSHALL   903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE  903-769-5566
TYLER    903-509-2468
LONGVIEW   903-297-6787  
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Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $14 per inch

Ducks ~ $285
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule Mar. thru May

2021

April

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Tiffany’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

March
Mar. 6  ~ JC Outdoors Teams

Minnow Bucket
Mar. 7  ~ JC Outdoors Solo

Minnow Bucket
Mar. 13 ~ Media Bass Teams

Minnow Bucket
Mar. 20 ~ Texas Trails Bassmasters

Oak Ridge
Mar. 27 ~ 8th Annual CrappieFest

Rains Cty. High School
Mar. 28 ~ Mega Bass
Lake Fork Marina

May 2 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

May 8 ~ Media Bass Teams
Minnow Bucket

May 14,15,16 ~ Legend of Lake Fork
Big Bass Tournament

Lake Fork Marina
May 22 ~ JC Outdoors Teams

Minnow Bucket

May

Apr. 9-10 ~ Patriot Sporting Challenge
Links at Land’s End

Apr. 10 ~ Media Bass Teams
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 17 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Buckett

Apr. 25 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Buckett
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