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Jackson Wallace, 14 years old from Dallas caught his personal best Kylie Small was fishing Lake Fork in July with guide David Ozio when
she caught this nice bass. Weight Unavailable. C.P.R.
over the slot fishing with guide Whitt Smith in July. C.P.R.

Invasive Silver Carp Found in Texas Waters;
Anglers Urged to Prevent Bait Bucket Transfers
The Texas Parks and
Wildlife
Department
(TPWD) received a report in late June that an
invasive silver carp had
been spotted in Choctaw Creek, a Texas tributary of the Red River
approximately 15 miles
downstream from Lake
Texoma. A bow angler,

Stephen Banaszak, first
reported the finding and
two specimens were
provided to TPWD and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
who confirmed they
were silver carp.
“These are the first reports of silver carp from
Texas waters, although

they have previously
been found in other areas of the Red River
including just downstream from Lake Texoma in Oklahoma waters
in 2019,” said Dan Bennett, TPWD fisheries
management biologist. Silver carp are easily identified by the low-set eyes below the mouth
and represent an extreme danger to the ecosystems in our Texas lakes.
(See Invasive Silver.....
If any anglers should come across one report to TPW immediately.
Continued on Page 4)
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork
Located on 515

Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com
Email: scenic515mascha@gmail.com
Mascha Taylor ~ Property Manager

Great Lodging Accomodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave
* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House
“Great Rates”
Make Your Reservations
Today!!!
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Differences

By Don Hampton
Besides the most obvious of differences
between a Bubba and a Bubbette (male &
female) the characteristics of each differ
immensely.
One for instance is nicknames bestowed
upon each other.
When the Bubbettes go out for lunch, if
it is Laura, Suzanne, Debra and Rose, they
will call each other Laura, Suzanne, Debra, and Rose. If Joe Bob, Leroy, Billy Bob
and Beaudreaux go out for the night, they
will affectionately refer to each other as
Fat Boy, Godzilla, Peanut Head and Fish
Brains.
When eating out and the waitress brings
the bill, Bubbas will each throw in $20,
even though it’s only for $22.50. None of
them will have anything smaller, and none
will actually admit they want change back.
When the Bubbettes get their bill, out come
the pocket calculators.
When money is an issue, Bubba will pay
$2 for a $1 item he wants. Bubbette will
pay $1 for a $2 item she doesn’t want.
In Bubba’s bathroom he will have six
items. A toothbrush, shaving cream, razor,

Between

Bubbas

a bar of soap, a comb and a towel from
the Holiday Inn. The average number of
items in Bubbette’s bathroom is 337. Bubba would not be able to identify most of
these items.
In an argument, Bubbettes always have
the last word. Anything Bubba says after
that is the beginning of a new argument.
The best thing for a Bubba to do in an argument is keep his mouth shut and just nod
at whatever Bubbette says.
As far as thinking about the future, Bubbettes worry about the future until they
find a husband. Bubba never worries about
the future until he gets a wife.
When it comes to holy state of matrimony,
Bubbette marries a man expecting he will
change, but he doesn’t. Bubba marries a
woman thinking she will never change, but
she does and keeps trying to change him.
A successful Bubba is one that makes
more money than his Bubbette can spend.
A successful Bubbette is one who can find
such a Bubba.
Bubba will dress up for two occasions,
funerals and weddings. Bubbette will dress
up to go shopping, water the plants, empty the garbage, answer the phone, read a

and
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Bubbettes!”

book, or get the mail.
As far as Bubba and Bubbette’s offspring,
Bubbette knows all about her children.
She knows about dentist appointments and
romances, best friends and favorite foods
and secret fears, hopes and dreams. Bubba
is vaguely aware of some short people living in the same house.
So now you know the charactertistic differences between Bubba and Bubbette.
In closing, if you are a Bubba married
to Bubbette, forget your mistakes. There’s
no sense in two people remembering and
harping on the same thing.
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Invasive Silver Carp (Continued from Page 1)
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Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!

“PRO 20”

20% Protein Block
Deer Feeder

$26.95 ea.

Feed Block Elevator
“Keeps It Off The
Ground”

$19.95 ea.

(Mounts To T-Post)

“HOT TO GO!”
BREAKFAST ITEM IN STORE
Sausage, Egg, Cheese Biscuits
“We Got It Ready To Go!!!”

“Invasive carp pose a
significant risk to Lake
Texoma’s
ecosystem
and boaters and there
is adequate flow and
upstream river area for
them to become established and reproduce in
the lake if introduced.”
Previously, bighead
carp, another closely related invasive species,
had been documented in
the Red River and tributaries downstream of
Lake Texoma. In addition, bighead carp were
documented in the Sulphur River downstream
of Lake Wright Patman
and Big Cypress Bayou
downstream of Lake O’
the Pines. To prevent
the spread of these invasive species, which look
much like shad when

small, the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Commission passed regulations
making it illegal to
transport any live nongame fish from these
water bodies. Anglers
are urged to follow these
rules to prevent introducing these species to
other water bodies when
using them as bait.
“These invasive carp
are not native to the U.S.
but have been introduced and become established and problematic in numerous states,
primarily in the Mississippi River Basin. Both
of these invasive carp
species are filter feeders
and have the potential to
cause significant changes in native fish populations by competing with

other filter feeding fish
species such as shad
and buffalo, and even
larval sportfish that
also rely on plankton
as a food source in their
first couple of months,”
said Monica McGarrity,
TPWD Senior Scientist
for Aquatic Invasive
Species. “Silver carp
can also pose a risk to
humans, as they can
jump up to 10 feet out of
the water when startled
by the sounds of watercraft, often jumping into
boats, sometimes injuring boaters. When present in large numbers,
jumping silver carp can
be a significant hazard.”
Young silver and bighead carp are similar
in appearance to shad
(Continued on Next Page)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:

FALCON RODS
CARA NOW IN STOCK!!!!

Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp
Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online
www.gofishfork.com
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but can be identified
by their low-set eyes—
shad’s eyes are located
near the top of their
heads—and the lack of a
long, whip-like segment
on the dorsal fin. Silver
and bighead carp are
also similar in appearance to each other, but
silver carp have silver,
rather than gray, bodies
and a ‘keel’ or ridge that
runs the length of the
belly from the anal fin
all the way to the throat,
whereas the keel on bighead carp stops at the
pelvic fin. Both species
can grow quite large,
with silver carp reaching approximately 3
feet in length and nearly
60 pounds and bighead
carp reaching up to 4
and a half feet in length
and nearly 90 pounds.
Both species are easily confused with shad

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”
or even minnows when
small.
TPWD, in collaboration with the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife
Conservation, Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission, and USFWS,
is currently working
with researchers at Texas Tech University and
Auburn University to
conduct research on invasive carp. The project
will assess the population status and distribution of bighead carp
and silver carp across
the Red River Basin,
including the Red River
downstream of Lake
Texoma and the Sulphur
River, a major Red River tributary, downstream
of Lake Wright Patman.
The project will also
collect baseline data on
native fish populations
that may be negatively

impacted by the invasive carp.
Anyone who catches
either silver or bighead
carp in Texas waters
is asked to report the
sighting with location
information and photos
to AquaticInvasives@
tpwd.texas.gov. Silver
and bighead carp are
prohibited exotic species in Texas and must
be killed upon possession by beheading, gutting, gill-cutting or other
means or placed on ice.
Neither species can be
possessed live.
Regulations for the
possession and transport
of exotic aquatic species
can be viewed in the
Outdoor Annual.
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3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,

Owners Dru & Deb Davis
“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Wednesday thru Saturday
6 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu
6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials
Homemade Pies & Desserts

Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

HIDEAWAY HARBOR

LAKE FORK
845 CR 1987
YANTIS, TX.
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today *Wi-Fi * Dish Network
* Certified Scales * Bait & Tackle Shop * Live Bait
* Fishing Pier * Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge, Grocery
Annual RV Leases Available * 3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping
Email: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website
www.hideawayharbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-2503
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“Lake Fork in the Recovery Mode!”
By David Ozio

“Fork is somewhat in recovery mode from what most
surmise as an outrageous extended winter stretch. Many
of us think the lake is still running late compared to conditions in years past. Nonetheless, fishing is starting to
improve immensely and bass are starting to settle into
their normal warm water lair and chase strategies change
greatly compared to early summer when fish were more
grouped up. It’s incredible the beating this lake endures
and still produces on a regular basis.
Lake Fork is currently about five inches under pool level
and water clarity is incredibly good across the expanse
of the impoundment. Surface temps have been ranging

from 85-88 degrees recently and these extremes have
recently delegated where the bass have been holding
with regard to structure. Shallow water temps have been
much higher based upon lake location. Saw 92.5 just
the other day on the main lake after several days of zero
wind. Even with the surface temps in the upper range,
bass seem to be holding on the bottom relating to points,
pond dams, ridges, roadbeds and hard structures. As of
this writing I have been catching bass shallow early and
then fading back to the 20-26ft range on the same structures to tangle with the bruisers. Targeting these fish is the
directive and your electronics will be the tool to getting
the job done. I suspect as we roll into August the thermocline will rise up in the water column causing the bass
to suspend. With the water temps being this warm at the
moment, I really could see this happening at any time.
Break lines have been the key to date as the big green fish
just refuse to move up onto the tops of the humps and
ridges. Could it happen in August, stay tuned.
Morning and late evening bass are no huge challenge
as they will hit top water baits along with the squarebill
crankbaits. Shad colors are always recommended and focus these efforts on main lake points. This action will be
short lived as the bite dissipates as the sun starts to peek
over the tree lines. This is when you shift gears and tie on
a deeper diving crankbait and back out on these points

and focus on the 8-15ft depth range. Same colors apply
during this time of the year and covering water will be
the ticket to success. Once mid morning is upon you,
this will be the time to break out the Carolina and Texas
rigs to probe the 20-26ft depths using any plastic of your
choice. Big worms usually will get the job done and I
favor any version of red during the summer months.
Redbug is hard to beat especially if you see the bass on
the screen and decide to tackle them using a drop shot. I
opt for 12lb line on the drop shot in this situation and use
a 3/8 ounce weight on calm days, 1/2 ounce weight on
the windy outings. If you are strictly after the biggest fish
in any school, break out the one ounce football jig with

Hours
10 AM till
9 PM
Monday thru
Saturday
Closed
Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

When Fishing Lake Fork
And Your Thirst Hits
We have what you want to
quinch that thirst!
Come & Visit Us!!!
We Have All Of
Your Favorite
Beverages Here!

Answers on Page 21
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(See Lake Fork.....
Continued on Page 20)
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Six Tips to Beat the Heat
Last year, as temperatures soared into the
triple digits in Texas,
staff at 39 Texas State
Parks handled 132
heat-related illnesses
in humans and pets.
Now that the summer has officially begun and temperatures
are steadily climbing,
the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
is sharing their top six
heat hacks for staying
safe in the outdoors.
Here are the top six
heat hacks recommended for park visitors:
Hydrate- It’s important to drink at least 16
ounces of water every
hour in the heat to re-

plenish your body and
prevent dehydration.
Don’t forget to bring
enough for your fourlegged family members too.
Block the Rays- Apply a generous amount
of sunscreen or sunblock before heading
outdoors. Be sure to reapply every couple of
hours, and after swimming or sweating.
Dress Smart- Wear
light,
loose-fitting,
breathable
clothing;
a hat, correct shoes,
sunscreen and wet
bandanas to keep you
cool while in the sun.
For pets, protect paws
against blistering by
hitting the trails dur-

ing cooler times of the
day when the ground
isn’t hot or by putting
booties on pets to help
shield paws from the
hot ground. Touch the
pavement or ground
with the back of your
hand. If you cannot
hold it there for five
seconds, the surface is
too hot for your dog’s
paws.
Stay Salty- Food
helps keep up energy
and replace salt lost
from sweating. Eating
snacks such as jerky,
granola, trail mix, tuna
and dried fruit is a fantastic way to nourish
your body while on the
trails.
Buddy System- Two

brains are better than
one. It’s beneficial to
have someone with
you in hot conditions
so you can look after each other on the
trail. With high temperatures hitting Texas,
heat-related illnesses
are common and having a friend around to
help recognize the ear-

Page 7

ly symptoms can save
you from getting sick.
Plan Ahead- Study the
map and have it with
you. Average hikers
move at 2 miles per
hour, so allow yourself
plenty of time to avoid
hiking in the heat of
the day. Make sure to
rest in a cool or shaded
area to recover from

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

the heat if necessary.
It is also a good idea
to let someone know
your plan before you
hit the trails and what
time you should be
back. That way, if you
become lost, people
know where to look.
For more information
about heat safety, visit
the TPWD website.

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber
* Mary Ann * Samantha

Annual Leases Only

Page 8

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

August

“The Moon Report”
“Fork’s Summertime Crappie and Bream”
By Terri Moon

It finally set in – those
100 degree days! The
afternoons are way too
hot for me – but, the
mornings are very doable! In fact, surprisingly pleasant!
The bite has been best
around mid-morning.
They are gradually
moving deeper and this
week they are biting
16-20 ft. in 20-30 ft. of
water. I’m starting to
see a thermocline set in
at about 20 ft. It’s been
a very light bite.
You need to really
watch your line or
you’re going to miss a
lot of bites! It can be as
subtle as a line twitch
or if it goes slack, you
need to instantly react.
Stay in contact with
your bait because loose
line will lose fish! The
crappie haven’t been on
a feeding frenzy so you
really have to optimize
every opportunity. The
biggest mistake I see
people make is once
they set the hook, they
will drop their rod tip
leaving slack line and
by the time they catch
up to their bait, the fish
is gone. So keep that
rod tip up and the line
tight! A slow motion –
no motion – presentation is working best for
us right now. So, try
real hard not to overwork your bait.
The colors working for us are Monkey
Milk, Blue Ice, also
Threadfin Shad or
Caddo Morning. It just
depends on the water clarity in the area

we’re fishing and the
brightness of the time
of day.
The crappie have
been in and out of the
bridges and showing
up on main lake points,
humps and creek channel bends. Look for areas with drop-offs with
access to shallower
water. Look for balls
of baitfish with your
graph. This will give
you an indication on
how deep to fish.
Now as far as the
bream fishing, it’s
been fun! I have to admit I’ve been sneaking
out there on my days
off just to catch “me”
some! These are hands
down MY favorite fish
to catch and eat! It’s
really been a “hoot”
watching the kids this
month reel in these
hard fighting bream!
It’s so cute to watch
them make memories
they’ll remember for a
lifetime!
We’re finding them
in 1-5 ft. around
grasslines and willows.
Then after the new and
full moon times, they
will back off in 5-15
ft. in that same general

area. Nightcrawlers or
crickets on a slip bobber or tightlined will
work. I also keep a jar
of Berkley’s Gulp 1”
minnows in the boat in
case I run across some
nice bream in a brush
pile!
Wish you all the best
out there. Stay hydrated, plenty of sun block
and a bigger hat and
enjoy the summer!
Before I close, I have to
send a “HUGE” thank
you to Brian Sartin for
always being there for
me when my trolling
motor quits me! He has
saved the day for me
so many times and just
want him to know how
much all of us guides
appreciate him!
Also sending thoughts
and prayers to all who
are going through
tough events in their
lives and especially to
Mama Nova and my
daughter Becky who
are both having surgery this month. Wishing you all many blessings!
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Ryan Ellis from New Braunsfels caught this Scott Wilson caught this nice Lake Fork bass Karl Schorr from California caught this nice
Lake Fork hawg fishing with guide Whitt on a frog while fishing with guide Whitt Smith. Lake Fork lunker fishing with guide Whitt
Smith. C.P.R.
Smith on July 20th. C.P.R.
C.P.R.

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941
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Texas Game Wardens Wrap up Busy July 4th Weekend Boating Safety Efforts
Thousands of Texans and out-of-state visitors
headed to Texas lakes, rivers and coastal bays to
celebrate the Independence Day weekend. Texas
Game Wardens were out in force to ensure everyone stayed safe on the water.
“Texas Game Wardens conducted safety checks
on more than 12,220 vessels statewide between
Friday and Sunday over the Fourth of July weekend,” said Cody Jones, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department’s (TPWD) Assistant Commander
for Marine Enforcement. “Our game wardens
were present across Texas waterways doing their
absolute best to help holiday waterway visitors
have a responsible weekend, enabling many safe
returns home and enjoyable holiday memories.”
In addition to issuing 1,474 citations and 1,797
warnings for various boating safety law violations, wardens arrested 42 individuals for Boating While Intoxicated (BWI) and filed eight other charges for Driving While Intoxicated (DWI).
Additionally, another 33 people were arrested
for various other charges.
Texas Game Wardens also conducted multiple
search and rescues over the holiday weekend.
They also assisted with 18 reportable boating

accidents at several Texas lakes and rivers including: Nasworthy, Bob Sandlin, Grapevine,
Richland Chambers, Canyon Lake, Possum
Kingdom, McQueeny Granbury, Corpus Christi,
Lewisville, Ray Roberts, Lake Fork Ray Hubbard, Neches River, Lake Austin, Lake Travis (2)
and Lake Belton.
Game wardens were involved statewide with
numerous waterway assists or other incidents.
In one incident in Bexar County, game wardens
rescued a boat that was taking on water and transported the boaters to safety on Braunig Lake.
In another incident on Falcon Lake off the Rio
Grande River, Game Wardens attempted to conduct a safety inspection on a white skeeter vessel.
The vessel was taken to a boat ramp on suspicion
of BWI after a brief pursuit. An inspection of the
vessel revealed more than 200 pounds of illegal
narcotics in the vessel’s storage compartments.
In Travis County, the TPWD dive team assisted
with locating an open-water fatality at Lake Travis. Four game warden vessels, a game warden
helicopter and 10 game wardens assisted in the
initial response. Game wardens also assisted
with a high-water rescue.
Texas Game Wardens also dealt with
two boating fatalities
and seven open water fatalities on Texas
waterways over the
Independence
Day
weekend. The two
boating-related fatalities occurred on Lake
Lewisville. Open-water fatality locations
included the Brazos
River, Lake Amon G
Carter, Lake Travis,
North Bosque River,
Joe Pool, the Gulf of
Mexico
(Matagorda
Beach) and the Comal
River.
“The dedicated efforts
of the game wardens

FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”
New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner
903-850-4477

while working these tragic events is second to
none – and is never the easiest part of the job,”
said Cody Jones, TPWD Assistant Commander
for Marine Enforcement. “We keep the families
who have suffered in our thoughts and prayers.”
On more than one occasion, game wardens were
involved in search and rescue activities, responded to numerous boating accidents, and engaged
in rescues in which life jackets were not being
worn.
In Austin on Lady Bird Lake, TPWD Boater Education Manager Kimberly Sorensen and City of
Austin Lake Patrol made contact with 60 people
without proper life jackets on their canoes, kayaks or stand up paddleboards. Texas Water Safety Act states that everyone on board a boat must
have a life jacket that is easily accessible and
children 12 and under must wear a jacket while
the boat is underway or drifting on the water.
“Many accidents and fatalities could be avoided
by taking a boater education course and using
life jackets, ” said Kimberly Sorensen, TPWD
Boater Education manager.
In addition to the boating incidents over the
Fourth of July weekend, Texas Game Wardens
statewide juggled numerous other non-boating
related incidents, including illicit drug movement, illicit drug possession and use, felony and
parole violation arrests, response to shootings,
domestic violence, illegal shooting of wildlife
incidents, jeep rollovers, helping lost children
locate parents, among others.

“Have You Ever Seen A Cat Fish!”

Excellence In Painting
by David R. Young
Interior ~ Exterior
Texture Repairs
30+ Years Experience
All Work Guaranteed

903-474-0403
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Bipartisan Wildlife Proposal Would Enhance Fish and Wildlife, Add Jobs, and Grow Businesses in Texas
During the pandemic, Texans headed back to
nature in record numbers, with more people visiting state parks, hunting, fishing, and boating than
ever before. A new congressional proposal aims to
tap that exploding interest by investing more than
$50 million per year in Texas for wildlife recovery and related public education and recreation, a
move expected to boost the state’s already booming nature-based economy into overdrive.
The bipartisan Recovering America’s Wildlife
Act, H.R.2773, would provide $1.4 billion to state
and tribal wildlife conservation initiatives to support at-risk wildlife populations and their habitats.
The funding would come from existing revenues

with no new taxes.
If passed, this legislation would send grant funds
flowing across Texas to nonprofit organizations,
nature centers, universities, landowners, and many
others for projects to conserve vulnerable wildlife
before they become endangered. Species like the
much-loved Texas horned lizard, our state fish the
Guadalupe bass, and many songbirds and coastal
birds are among the many wildlife that would benefit. This funding will also help recover species
that are already endangered, such as sea turtles
and the whooping crane. The additional resources
are urgently needed to aid fish and wildlife populations under increasing pressure from habitat
loss, invasive species,
emerging diseases, and
extreme weather events
in Texas and throughout the country.
According to the Outdoor Industry Association, the Texas outdoor
recreation
economy
contributes to 327,000
jobs, generates $14.4
billion in salaries and
wages per year, and

$3.5 billion in state and local tax revenue. For
example, nature tourism is huge in Texas, and
people travel from all over the world to see iconic
landscapes and catch a glimpse of unique wildlife. Around 4.4 million wildlife watchers in Texas generate $1.82 billion in retail sales and support 146,000 jobs. Research surveys conducted
in 2011 and 2013 found that about 2.2 million
people fish in Texas annually, and their spending
amounts to $2.01 billion in retail sales and contributes to 29,800 jobs.
“The litany of ways natural resources bolster the
Texas economy and improve our quality of life
is seemingly endless,” said Carter Smith, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department executive director. “Studies show property values can increase
up to 20 percent when adjacent to natural areas.
Natural buffers make coasts and communities
more resilient to intense storms and flood events,
thereby protecting our citizens and saving billions
of dollars in recovery costs. Well-managed and
restored habitats provide clean water, clean air,
and healthy rivers, rangelands, and bays and estuaries that benefit both wildlife and people’s enjoyment of the outdoors. While it would do much to
protect fish and wildlife that need it most, the Re(Continued on Next Page)

8414 W FM 515
Yantis, Texas 75497
903-383-3232

AUTHORIZED DEALER

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN
FRONT OF THEM!!

SALES
*
REPAIRS
*
PARTS
*
INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an electrical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part,
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized MotorGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.
CERTIFIED DEALER FOR THE ALL NEW LOWRANCE GHOST TROLLING MOTOR
SALES
*
REPAIRS
*
PARTS
*
INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Lowrance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year limited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.
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covering America’s Wildlife Act would also mean
a long-term investment in the public health and
well-being of all Texans, as well as stewardship of
our home ground.”
Unfortunately, many fish and wildlife species on
which the outdoor recreation industry depends
are declining. For example, in a 2019 study that
gained worldwide attention, researchers estimated
that North America has lost close to three billion
breeding birds since 1970. Many of the bird groups
mentioned in the report—such as migratory songbirds and grassland birds—depend on Texas natural areas, working lands, coastal habitat, and city
spaces—either during migration, or as year-round
residents. This loss of birds is a blow to our natural heritage, the enjoyment of future generations,
and critical ecosystem services such as flood control, pest control, and pollination.
Birds are also essential to our vibrant nature tourism economy. There are 2.2 million birders in
Texas, and people “flock” from all over the world
to bird across the state. In the Lower Rio Grande
Valley—a popular birding hot-spot—a 2011 study
from Texas A&M estimates the direct economic
contribution from nature tourism led to a total
county-level economic output of $463 million and
6,613 full and part time jobs annually. Passage of
H.R. 2773 would provide the funding needed to

greatly expand habitat restoration on public and
private lands, which in turn will support bird
life and critical nesting habitat and help reverse
course for declining bird species. Bird-watching
infrastructure could also be boosted through new
wildlife-viewing platforms and nature trails.
RAWA funding could expand marketing and education for programs like Bird City Texas and the
Great Texas Wildlife Trails, to further mitigate
some of the threats that birds face in urban areas,
such as window collisions. It would also benefit
more local communities through bird tourism.
National estimates indicate that passage of Recovering America’s Wildlife Act would create 23,800
to 33,600 jobs and add $3.36 billion of economic
output, leading to a net positive gain of $1.96 billion annually to the U.S. GDP. In Texas cities and
counties large and small, the funding would fuel
natural investments in things like coastal artificial
reefs, oyster bed restoration, habitat enhancement for clean air and water, urban ecology centers, and getting Texas children outside. It would
create thousands of new “shovel-ready” jobs for
wildlife management, tree planting, river restoration, and outdoor recreation projects and reap
benefits tenfold.
To cite one more example, the conservation of
Guadalupe bass—our state fish of Texas—is
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about helping the entire river systems where the
fish lives, including the people who live along
its banks, and all those who love to come swim,
wade, fish, float or paddle. On the South Llano,
the Guadalupe bass is the centerpiece of a broad
effort involving local communities, riverside landowners, nonprofits and universities, all focused on
improving the health of the entire watershed. Fisheries biologists say, if RAWA passes, we could
restore thousands of acres of spring, stream and
river habitats and directly benefit water quality
for human use while helping Guadalupe bass and
many other aquatic creatures. Recovering America’s Wildlife Act funds may also be used to create
more paddling trails to give kayakers and canoers safe places to access rivers including signs and
educational kiosks sharing information about the
Guadalupe bass and other aquatic life.
The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act is strongly supported by the Texas Alliance for America’s
Fish and Wildlife, a statewide coalition of more
than 165 diverse organizations and businesses.
See the alliance website for information about this
historic legislation on how to help.

“Help Keep Our Lake Clean & Dispose
of Your Trash Properly!”

*

3490 S FM 2869
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-769-3600

1102 S Pacific St (US 69 S)
Mineola, TX 75773
903-638-8400
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17th Annual Big Bass Tournament
May 13,14,15, 2022

Now Accepting Reservations For
Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 13, 14, 15, 2022

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise &
promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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~ Since 1984 ~

~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2021 Bullet, Falcon, Xpress,
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Authorized Dealer Sales
& Installation

N

Sulphur Springs

Arbala

H
W
Y

# 290
FM 1567 W.

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE
Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726 Toll Free

866-920-8331

CERTIFIED MECHANICS W
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES
& MODELS

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES: AUTHORIZED
DEALER FOR: GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

1
5
4

E

S

290 FM 1567 WEST
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1067A State Hwy. 37 South * Quitman, TX.,
903-492-3059

B.Y.O.B.
Open Tues. thru Sun. 11 A.M. to 9 P.M.
B.Y.O.B.
Call In Orders Welcome * Private Banquet Room For Large Parties
Daily Lunch Specials * Serving A Full Menu Of Delicious Italian
Classics For You To Choose From
Featuring Homemade Sauces From Scratch
Call In For Take Out Or Come In & Enjoy The Dining Area
Catering Services Available

Plenty of Parking & Turn Around For You & Your Boat

Page 16

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

Biologists Remind the Public Not to Touch Wildlife
With more people enjoying the outdoors
this spring season, you may start to notice
more wildlife in your backyard, neighborhood or surrounding areas. Species including birds, deer and snakes are active this
time of year and their young often stray or
appear to be abandoned. Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TPWD) experts caution against lending a helping hand.
Animals that are most often picked up by
well-meaning citizens are baby birds and
deer fawns. However, it is important to
realize that many such human-animal encounters are unnecessary and can even be
detrimental to the wildlife concerned.
The deer fawning season begins in early to
mid-May. A newborn fawn’s mottled coat
and mother’s care usually hides them from
predators. As fawns mature, they shed
these coats for a more adult color which
causes them to catch the eye. A doe may
leave her fawn for hours at a time while
she is browsing for food. During that time
people may spot a fawn lying alone in tall
grass or in a brushy area. Many people interfere with the fawn thinking that they

have been abandoned by their mothers and
need help. This is rarely the case.
Leave all young animals alone unless it is
obviously injured or orphaned. To be sure,
spend time observing the wild animal from
a distance to make that determination.
Staying too close may deter the mother
from returning. Interfering too soon may
do more harm than good.
The same principals apply to young birds,
who might be out of their nests but cannot fly. If the bird’s eyes are open, it has a
coat of feathers and is hopping around, it
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is probably fine. Grounded fledglings will
usually be up and flying within a few days.
If it is determined that a wild animal is
sick or injured, TPWD encourages citizens
to contact a permitted wildlife rehabilitator. Please note that TPWD staff advise the
public not to handle or attempt to transport
injured, sick or orphaned wildlife. Learn
more about what to do upon encountering
orphaned or injured wildlife, and how to
contact rehabilitators on the TPWD Wildlife Division website.

“Bubba at the parting of the Red Sea!”
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“Knowing What To Look For!”
By Michael McFarland
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Well let me just say this, yes it may be hot out- joke and can cost you your life!
side but so is the summertime bass fishing in If you keep these things in mind, I think you will
Welcome to Lake Fork the bass capital of USA northeast Texas and I mean on fire hot!
be pleasantly surprised to find better than averand once again named the number one bass lake
At Lake Fork you might find an offshore bite age bass fishing at Lake Fork during August.
in the nation by BASSMASTER Association with schooling big bass being caught on jigs
2021.
and plastic worms from deep summertime holes
Its August and the daily temperatures are and deep submerged trees that last all day. Small
reaching their highest points of the year. The hu- swimbait and top water bite has been fair durmidity is also high which can make it feel even ing early morning and late evening hours for offhotter. Many fishermen call the month of August shore schooling bass also around shallow points
the dog days of summer and choose not to fish with vegetation. Pay close attention and watch
until things cool down later in the year. So with for boiling surface activity.
that being said, should you consider going fishPopping style baits and buzzbaits have been
ing you ask?
most effective.
My best recommenMichael McFarland
dation is to fish shallow early and late with
Lake Fork Guide Service
Individual * Group * Corporate small swimbaits and
* Instructional & Beginner Trips topwaters. Use jigs and
plastic worms in the
All Fishermen Welcome! Ust the best rod
deeper water as the sun
& reels and tackle all provided and inclubegins to rise. Drink
sive with this ad. Specializing in teaching
lots of water, and don’t
basics all the way through to the career
stay in one place too
pro level. High school team discounts!!!?
long. Moving around
Remember to take a kid fising or huntwill cool you down
ing. There is nothing more rewarding
and help keep you gothen the outdoors itself!
ing. Most of all be very
Mike@mcfarlandfishing.com
cautious of over heat602-826-1524
ing. Heat stroke is no

*
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Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W. Hwy. 154
Lake Fork

9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

PROUD TO BE PART OF
THE HERITAGE
NEW FOR 2021
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Great Texas Birding Classic Exceeds
$1 Million in Grant Awards
At the close of the
biggest, longest, wildest birdwatching tournament in the country,
organizers of the Great
Texas Birding Classic
(GTBC)
announced
a huge philanthropic
milestone.
Thanks
to Texans who have
been forming teams
for a quarter-century
to watch and listen
for as many species of
birds as possible, funds
raised for conservation
projects has topped $1
million.
“As the tournament
continues to grow, we
look forward to donating even more towards
habitat
conservation
projects in Texas,” said
Shelly Plante, Texas

Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Nature Tourism Manager.
“It’s thrilling to see so
many families, kids
and friends connect
with nature through the
event.”
This year, team registrations and sponsorships to the monthlong,
191-team tournament
made it possible for
the GTBC to award
$44,000 in conservation grants to on-theground habitat acquisition, restoration and
enhancement projects
throughout the state.
The following is a
list of the conservation grants awarded
throughout the state:
$10,000
Dispersed

Flock Statewide Big
Day
Conservation
Grant
Socially Distanced Flycatchers, sponsored by
Deep South Marine
Project: Davis Mountains Preserve Wildlife
Viewing Area and Water Feature – Submitted
by The Nature Conservancy, Texas Chapter
Location: Davis Mountain Preserve, Jeff Davis County
$5,000 Toyota Conservation Grant for
State Parks – Gawking
Geese
$1,000 Prairies and
Pineywoods
West
Big Sit! Conservation
Grant – Brazos Banditry, sponsored by
(Continued on Next Page)

2021 Skeeter FXR21 APEX

We l c o m e

2021 Skeeter FXR20 APEX

YAMAHA TECHNICIAN IN HOUSE
www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All Visitors
& Anglers On Lake Fork
And The Area
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Moore Wild Birds
Project: Lake Somerville ADA Accessible Bird
Blind – Submitted by Rio Brazos Audubon Society
Location: Lake Somerville State Park, Burleson/
Lee Counties
$5,000 Sunrise to Noon Conservation Grant –
Swarovski A.M. Kestrels, sponsored by Swarovski Optik North America
$1,000 Central Texas Coast Big Sit! Conservation
Grant – Port Aransas Spoonbills, sponsored by
Port Aransas/Mustang Island Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Bureau
Project: Nature Preserve at Charlie’s Pasture (Enhancing Clay’s Hill Habitat) – Submitted by City
of Port Aransas Nature Preserve
Location: Nature Preserve at Charlie’s Pasture,
Port Aransas
$5,000 Intact Flock Heart of Texas East Big Day
Conservation Grant –Parking Lot Birders
Project: Wildlife Viewing Station and Interpretive
Trail at Wildwood Park – Submitted by Keep Nolanville Beautiful
Location: Nolanville, Bell County
$5,000 Intact Flock Upper Texas Coast Big Day
Conservation Grant – Swarovski Second Jabirus,
sponsored by Swarovski Optik North America
Project: Resoft County Park Wetland Habitat Development – Submitted by Brazoria County Parks

Department
Location: Resoft County Park, Alvin
$5,000 Intact Flock Upper Texas Coast Big Day
Conservation Grant – Free Falling Falcons
Project: Creation of a Bird-Viewing Area at Joseph S. and Lucy L. Cullinan Park – Submitted by
Cullinan Park Conservancy
Location: Joseph S. and Lucy H. Cullinan Park,
Sugar Land
$5,000 Lone Star Bird Award Conservation Grant
– Off Their Nuthatches
Project: Birding on the Border, Know Your Natives! – Submitted by Valley Zoological Society
— Gladys Porter Zoo
Location: Gladys Porter Zoo, Brownsville
$1,000 Heart of Texas East Big Sit! Conservation
Grant – Birding on Broadmeade
Project: Montopolis Habitat Restoration – Submitted by Ecology Action of Texas
Location: Circle Acres Nature Preserve, Austin
$1,000 Upper Texas Coast Big Sit! Conservation Grant – Centerpoint Wirebirds, sponsored by
Centerpoint Energy
Project: Quintana Sanctuaries Re-Veg Project –
Submitted by Gulf Coast Bird Observatory
Location: Quintana Neotropical Bird Sanctuaries,
Quintana
It was a banner year for participation in the
GTBC as well, with a 60 percent increase in the
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number of participants and a 38 percent growth
in the number of registered teams. Records were
broken for the number of Big Sit! and Sunrise to
Noon teams. There were several first-time teams
and 15 youth teams. In all, 421 species were identified during the tournament by more than 1,000
participating birdwatchers throughout the state.
“Our son has thoroughly enjoyed his time on the
team,” say Danielle and Micah Hale of Conner,
member of ABNC Terrific Tanagers (Roughwings
team). “We cannot go anywhere without him
pointing out birds, telling us what they are and
some type of nerdy bird fact. In our hectic life,
sometimes we don’t always slow down and enjoy
our beautiful surroundings. Conner reminds us
daily to simply stop and look around.”
Some of last year’s adaptations to the pandemic
were kept for the 2021 competition, like the Dispersed Flock category, allowing participants to
team up with others from around the state, connecting electronically or by phone to combine and
share their results.
“The girls and I enjoyed ourselves,” says Deborah Waguespack, member of a three-generation
Dispersed Flock team. “We texted and chatted
throughout the day keeping up with what each
group was seeing. A great family fun day!”
Toyota and the Texas Ornithological Society
were event sponsors; Audubon Texas.
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“Lake Fork in the Recovery Mode!”(Continued from Page 6)

matching trailer and hang on for dear life when the rod tip
loads up. Fluorocarbon lines in the 17-20lb range work
well for this application and make sure you use the San
Diego Jam knot to reduce break offs. As a matter of fact,
use the jam knot on all line sizes of fluorocarbon line. It
will be a very smart move.
The other half of this deep bass equation equates to these
suspended fish. These are much tougher to catch and require great patience both in locating them and putting
them into the boat. Again, the electronics play a huge roll
in determining where these fish are holding in the water
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column and then there is the challenge of matching the
right lure with the conditions. If it is windy on that given
day, choose the flutter spoon as your means of attack.
Size may matter so try smaller versions first then gravitate to the magnum beast if the bite is good. Colors may
also vary based upon cloud cover, silver on clear days
and gold when the light level is much lower. If there is
no wind period, tie on a magnum fluke in any shad color
using a 7/0 hook only. In both cases, experiment with
Craig Rowley with
the countdown to establish the correct depth range of the
David Ozio
given lure. Remember that sequence when a toad grabs
hold of the bait and stretches your line into oblivion.
I hope this helps and gives you a starting point on your
Lake Fork adventure. If you are headed out to Lake Fork
in August searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few dates
open in August and some in September. I also have gift
certificates available if you have friends or loved one’s
who have dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can contact
me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com.
You can follow me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/DavidOzioLakeForkGuide. I would also like
to thank Okuma Fishing USA, Talon Lures and Nextgen James Russell with
Lithiums for making my job the blast that it is. I hope to David Ozio
see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13. “Everyone
who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”. I
wish all of you a blessed day.”

Curtis Hamilton with
David Ozio

Kylie Small with David Ozio

www.bearbrownbait.com

“Bear Brown’s Killer Catfish Bait!”

817-715-1172

Some Locations to Pick Up Our Bait

903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles
Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV
Microwave • Coffee Pot
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6

RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups

Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight
Covered Pavilion • Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station
Boat Ramp
Playground For The
Children

LAKE TAWAKONI
LAKE FORK
Duck Cove
Axton’ Bass City
Hardware
Crappie Haven
Lake Fork Resort LAKE HOLBROOK
Last Cast Bait & Tackle
Lake Fork Marina
Doug’s Bait Shop
Check Our Website
For The Big Catfish
Round Up On
Lake Worth, TX
Sept. 18th, 2021
Open Tournament

“Hottest Bait
On The Water!!”

See Us At The Ft. Worth 2021 Texas Trophy Extravaganza
Aug. 13-15
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Commercial Gulf Shrimp Season Opens
The Gulf of Mexico
commercial
shrimp
season for both state
and federal waters
opened Thursday, July
15, 2021. Biologists
evaluate the biological,
social and economic
impact when deciding the opening date to
maximize the benefits
to the industry and the
public.
In making its determination, the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) Coastal Fisheries Division
used the best available
data from samples collected during routine
trawls and bag seines in
June.
“The annual mid-May
closure protects brown
shrimp until they can
reach larger, more valuable sizes during their

major period of emigration from the bays
to the Gulf of Mexico.
The closure also helped
to prevent the waste
caused by the discarding of smaller individual shrimp,” said
TPWD’s Coastal Fisheries Division Director

Robin Riechers.
Federal waters (from
9 to 200 nautical miles
offshore) opened at
the same time that state
waters opened. The National Marine Fisheries
Service chose to adopt
rules compatible with
those adopted by Texas.

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:
Wish To Fish Foundation

903-360-6994

www.wishtofishfoundation.com
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Game Warden Field Notes
The following
items are compiled
from recent Texas
Parks and Wildlife
Department law enforcement reports.
--Kids
Say
the
Darndest Things-A Polk County
game warden received a call from
county
dispatch
regarding a father
and his 9-year-old
son who had gotten
stuck in their buggy
deep in a deer lease.
They attempted to
walk back to their
camp and got lost in
the process. County
dispatch was able to
ping their location
within a three-mile
radius. Once in the

area, the warden was
able to follow the
tracks to the father
and son. Dad commented to the son,
“Yeah, might be bad
luck being the second time we’ve been
stuck together,” as
the son responds,
“but
each
time,
dad, you were driving.” The warden responded, “you’re a
smart kid,” and presented him with a
Texas Game Warden
badge.
--Seedy Situation-Cargo was being inspected at a DallasFort Worth Airport
by Customs and
Border Protection
Agriculture Special-

NOW OPEN

“We’ve Missed You!”

ists and U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Inspectors when they came
across packages containing what they
claimed to be steel
nippers. The package didn’t have the
expected
weight
and was opened for
inspection.
Inside
the box was numerous bags of vegetable seeds and dried
shrimp. A package
contained Ipomoea
Aquatica seeds (water spinach), which
is a harmful aquatic species in Texas.
A second package
claimed to be shirts.
Wrapped
inside
the clothing was a
(Continued on Page 24)
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“Cook Up Some Chicken Today”

CHICKEN SALAD SUPREME
Dressing
1/3 cup honey
¼ cup white vinegar
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 tablespoon poppy seeds
1 teaspoon dry mustard
1 teaspoon grated onion
½ teaspoon salt
1 cup oil, canola or corn
Salad
1-1/2 pounds chilled smoked chicken chunked
3/4 cup diced cantaloupe
¾ cup diced honeydew melon
½ cup green onions, sliced
½ teaspoon minced lemon zest
½ cup sliced almonds, toasted
In a food processor, briefly process the dressing, except the oil, until combined. Pour in the
oil and continue processing until thick.
In a medium-size bowl, mix the chicken, melons, green onions and lemon zest with about
two-thirds of the dressing. Refrigerate if desired.
Stir the almonds into the salad shortly before
serving. Mound the salad on a bed of lettuce
leaves, and garnish with strawberries and lemons. Spoon additional dressing over the top, if
During the hot days of summer a refreshing you wish.
salad is always good and of course cookies are Now try this quick and easy tasty treat!
Cherry Macadamia Oatmeal Cookies
always a tasty treat!
You can grill it, barbecue it or fry it. It’s versatile enough to be cooked by itself or pair it with
grains, vegetables or fruits. Try adding it to appetizers, soups or salad. It’s easy to prepare and
inexpensive. It even has a song named after it.
Yes, It’s chicken!
You likely serve or eat chicken several times a
week. And by day 7, you may dread the thought
of another cutlet. Since there are so many different ways to cook this poultry, you should never
tire of it. Add a new chicken recipe to your collection. This “Chicken Salad Supreme” will
have everyone singing the praises of chicken.
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Reynolds Parchment Paper
1-3/4 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon salt
1-1/4 cups packed brown sugar
1 cup butter, softened
½ cup sugar
2 eggs
2 tablespoons milk
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2-1/2 cups quick oats, uncooked
1 pkg. (12 oz.) chocolate chunks
1 cup chopped macadamia nuts
½ cup maraschino cherries, well drained and
quartered
1 cup powdered sugar
2-3 tablespoons water
Preheat oven to 375F. Line 2 cookie sheets
with parchment paper. Combine dry ingredients on another sheet of parchment paper.
Beat butter and sugars until light and fluffy.
Beat in eggs, milk and vanilla.
Gradually add flour mixture, mixing on low
until blended. Stir in oats, nuts, chocolate and
cherries. Drop by tablespoons onto parchmentlined cookie sheets.
Bake 10 to 12 minutes. Slide parchment paper
with cookies on to wire rack to cool. Mix powdered sugar and water; drizzle cooled cookies
on parchment paper. Makes 3-4 dozen.
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Game Warden Field Notes
bag that also contained Ipomoea Aquatica
seeds. It is illegal to import or possess seeds
in Texas. The cases were referred to a Tarrant County game warden and the packages
were seized as evidence. The individuals
who imported the products were issued citations. The cases are pending.
--Swift Water Rescue--A Terrell County
game warden responded to a call from the
sheriff ’s office when a local rancher was
caught in a flash flood. His truck had died
and was starting to move downstream from
the rising water reaching the hood of his
truck. It was dark and there were no lights
to light his way to safety, so he called 911
for help. The warden responded along with
a deputy and volunteers. Armed with swift
water personal flotation devices (PFD), a
throw bag, and rope they were able to make
their way to the truck and extract the rancher to safety while being mindful of fencing
downstream that could trap anyone who
may lose their footing in the rushing water.
Everyone went home safely that night.
--Cue the Mutombo Finger Wag-- Two Jefferson County game wardens were patrolling Taylor’s Bayou when they saw a man
in a shallow-drive mud boat quickly approaching them in the narrow bayou. The

August

(Continued from Page 22)

wardens motioned for the subject to slow
down and he shook his finger at them. The
wardens were able to position their patrol
boat beside the subject and get his full attention, forcing him to come to a stop. The
subject claimed he didn’t understand they
asked him to stop. After checking his safety
equipment, the wardens initiated an investigation after noticing signs of intoxication.
The warden placed the subject under arrest
for Boating While Intoxicated (BWI) and
booked him into the Jefferson County Jail.
The subject consented to a voluntary blood
draw. Case is pending.
--Early Bird Gets the Ticket--Galveston
County Game Wardens were patrolling
Galveston Bay and East Bay and saw several shrimp boats maneuvering in a manner
consistent with shrimping. One vessel had
nets and doors in the water. When asked to
retrieve the net, it revealed cod. Several ves-

sels were cited for shrimping before legal
hours. Cases are pending.
--Four-Wheeler of Misfortune-- While patrolling Twin Buttes Public Lands in Tom
Green County, a local game warden made
contact with several individuals riding allterrain vehicles. Some of the individuals
were unable to produce a limited public
use permit, as required to access the public
lands. The warden decided to check if some
of the ATVs were stolen and discovered
one individual was in possession of a stolen
four-wheeler from a nearby city. The case
was turned over to the originating jurisdiction for investigation.
--Don’t I Know You?-- A Montgomery
County game warden received a call from
a local deer camp lessee who said he was
texted photos of a truck entering the property without consent. While responding to
(Continued on Next Page)

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area
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the location, the warden provided sheriff ’s
deputies with the location of the lease and
the layout of the property. The deputies
walked into the property, due to heavy rains
and the lack of 4X4 vehicles. They apprehended a suspect, who entered the camp
illegally and was filling bags with hunting
equipment. The warden arrived and aided
in getting the suspect, the suspect’s vehicle,
and the officers out of the property. The
warden had previously arrested the suspect
for theft of property and stealing an ATV
and other property from a nearby deer lease
in 2017. The suspect was charged with burglary of a habitation and had a parole violation warrant for the earlier charge.
--A-B-C, It’s Easy as 1-2-3-- A Hamilton
County game warden and Johnson County
game warden were patrolling Lake Pat Cleburne when they conducted a water safety
check on a pontoon boat that had three
women, one man and two dogs on board.
The boat had expired registration, no
throwable floatation device and the captain
of the boat had a freshly opened 16 oz. can
of beer next to his seat. During the water
safety check, the warden could smell alcohol on the man and noticed he had a hard

time keeping his balance standing. The
warden asked the captain, “How much have
you had to drink? Have you had anything
to eat today?” The captain said, “I’ve had
about 5 beers and I had some watermelon
earlier.” The warden then asked the man
to say his ABC’s and he missed several letters. During the standard field sobriety test
on shore, the man said under his breath, “I
can’t even do this sober.” The captain was
placed under arrest for Boating While Intoxicated. He consented to provide a breath
specimen, which produced a result of 0.182
g/210L blood alcohol content. The captain
was booked into the Johnson County Jail.
--Teamwork Makes the Dream Work--A
game warden was traveling back to Bell
County from Lake Travis when he heard several deputies, several volunteer fire fighters, Temple technical rescue and Starflight
in route to a call near a river. The warden
called the local dispatch for more information and learned that a minor was operating
an ATV and went off a sheer 35-40 ft. cliff
into the Little River. Additional assistance
was requested because the terrain was difficult to navigate and needed a four-wheel
drive vehicle. The warden reached out to
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another warden also in the area and they responded to the scene. Upon arrival, Temple
Fire Department’s technical team prepared
a repelling system pully system and various
personnel from seven different agencies assisted in recovering the patient, two of his
friends and several rescuers up the sheer
35-40 ft. cliff. Due to the excellent teamwork and communication the operation was
successful, and the patient was transported
to the hospital in stable condition with a
few broken bones.
--Strike a Pose--A Houston County game
warden was patrolling Houston County
Lake when he noticed a man in possession
of a slot limit bass. The man said he was going to take a photo with the fish and then
release it back into the lake. The warden
asked to see the fish and when the man removed it from the live well, the warden saw
that it was dead and beginning to turn stiff.
Case pending.
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LAND FOR SALE
for RV, Mobile Home
or House; Pool; Pier;
Ramp; Gated Entry.
903-878-7265.

Hefner Group Insurance
DISCOUNTS
UP
TO
40%
AUTO
ATV
BOAT
HOME
MINEOLA			903-569-5115
MARSHALL			903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE		
903-769-5566
TYLER				903-509-2468
LONGVIEW			
903-297-6787

www.hefnergroup.com
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Lake Fork Tournament
Schedule Aug. thru Oct.
2021

Bev’s Fish Creations

& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529

Replicas ~ $15 per inch
Ducks ~ $285
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com
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Aug 1 ~ Victory Bass Night
Lake Fork Marina
Aug 8 ~ Victory Bass Night
Lake Fork Marina
Aug 15 ~ Victory Bass Night
Lake Fork Marina
Aug 29 ~ Victory Bass Night
Lake Fork Marina

September
Sept. 11 ~ Maddog Moore Tournament
Oak Ridge Marina
Sept. 17,18,19 ~ Sealy Outdoors
Lake Fork Marina
Sept. 25 ~ JC Outdoors Fall Teams
Minnow Bucket

October
Oct. 9 ~ Texas Trails Bassmasters Open
Oak Ridge Marina
Oct. 16-17 ~ Berkley Big Bass
Lake Fork Marina
Oct. 23 ~ JC Outdoors Solo Fall Teams
Minnow Bucket
July 17 ~ Media Teams
Minnow Bucket
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at
Tiffany’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina
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