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Brody Parker, 13 years old from McAlester, Oklahoma outfished over 
1430 anglers at the 14th Annual Techron Mega Bass Tournament on 
Lake Fork with this 11.20-pound hawg to win $15,000 hourly pay and 
take home a 2022 Skeeter ZX 200 powered by a Yamaha 200 SHO.

14th Annual Mega Bass on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  The 14th Annual 
Mega Bass Tourna-
ment held on Lake 
Fork on March 27th 
could only be clas-
sified as historic. 
It being the highest 
paid, one day ama-
teur tournament in 
existence has the 
tendency to draw an-
glers. This year over 
1,430 anglers came 
to test their skills 
on this great reser-
voir to try and win 

some of the $20,000 
per hour given away 
with 1st place in 
each hour winning a 
check for $15,000.
  In the Mega Bass 
presented by Bass-
Champs the scales 
are open for a half 
hour beginning with 
the 8 o’clock hour 
and ending with the 
2 o’clock hour. The 
fishing began at 6:30 
am and the anglers 
were ready to make 
that first cast. An-
glers could not ask 

for better weather 
for the tournament. 
Temperatures start-
ed out in the lower 
50’s but warmed up 
to 80 degrees by the 
10 o’clock hour with 
winds out of the 
south ranging from 
10 to 15 mph. These 
conditions helped 
anglers in their ef-
forts to win with 
10 places paid each 
hour with an addi-
tional 2 places for 

By Don Hampton

  Anglers get ready 
for one of the most 
exciting, fun-filled 
bass catching tour-
naments of the year 
on Lake Fork. Don’t 
worry about getting 
on the lake! There 
are at least eleven 
boat ramps you can 
launch from.   
  The 17th Annual 
Legend of Lake Fork 
Big Bass Tourna-
ment to be held May 
13, 14, 15 and host-
ed out of Lake Fork 
Marina. All boats, 
makes, and models 
are welcome to fish 
the tournament. You 

couldn’t pick a bet-
ter time of the year 
to catch that lunker 
bass and win some 
cash. There will be 
some big females 
on the beds, but on 
the most part they 
will have already 
spawned and feed-
ing up with an ap-
petite. At the 16th 
Annual there were 
9 bass over the 24” 
slot weighed in dur-
ing the tournament 
with an 11.17-pound 
bass taking 1st 
Place overall and 
a 2.60-pound bass 
winning for heaviest 
bass under 16”.
  Fishing hours for 

the tournament are 
from 6 am to 2 pm 
with 11 paid places 
each hour. To add 
more fun to the 
tournament and not 
break some angler’s 
hearts, the first each 
hour to be knocked 
out of 10th Place 
receives a $100 gift 
certificate from one 
of the sponsoring 
businesses here on 
Lake Fork.
  For added incen-
tive to anglers there 
will be three Xpress 
bass boats given 
away. For the heavi-
est bass over the 
(See Seventeenth Annual ..
        Continued on Page 7)
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Located on 515
Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17
Website: www.scenic515cabins.com

Email: scenic515mascha@gmail.com 
Mascha Taylor ~ Property Manager

Great Lodging Accomodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking 
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave  

* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House

“Great Rates”
Make Your  Reservations

Today!!!
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“Goodness Snakes Alive!”
By Don Hampton

  When it comes right 
down to it Bubba is not 
the bravest man in the 
world, especially when 
it comes to snakes. Be-
lieving in the Bible and 
“The Good Lord” like 
he does he believes that 
those belly crawling, 
scaly, forked tongue 
critters are just evil. 
When it comes to a 
snake crossing Bubba’s 
path, he would much 
rather choose a differ-
ent direction or else go 
back the way he came at 
a very rapid pace. Bub-
ba has probably choked 
more snakes with trail 
dust than he has killed 
with his shotgun. He 
hates snakes so much 
he has even passed up 
some of his favorite 
fishing holes because a 

snake was there and it 
takes a lot for him to do 
something like that.
  Now that you have 
an idea how Bubba 
feels about snakes, you 
can multiply that by 
ten and come up with 
how afraid Bubbette is 
of snakes. She won’t 
even watch a television 
show where snakes are 
involved. She sees one 
in a movie and she is 
grabbing for the remote 
control faster than Bub-
ba could run away from 
one.
  Men are funny crea-
tures though, and Bub-
ba will be the first to 
laugh at himself. When 
women are present, 
men are always brave. 
For one reason or an-
other, a man can mask 
his fear with so much 
macho bravado that 

women think of them 
as their sole protector. 
Such was the recent 
case of the snake on the 
flagpole.
  Bubba had just left for 
work and hadn’t gone 
more than five miles 
from the house when 
his mobile phone rang. 
Bubbette was on the 
other end of the line 
in a panic. He couldn’t 
understand a word she 
was saying in the first 
part of the conversation 
so he pulled his truck 
over to try and calm her 
down before proceed-
ing any further down 
the road. He knew 
Bubbette was going to 
mow the yard while he 
was gone and the only 
thing he could figure 
out was that something 
was wrong with the rid-
ing lawn mower or else 

the house was on fire. It 
turned out to be neither.
  When Bubba calmed 
Bubbette down enough 
so she could speak… 
all she could say was, 
“Snake, flag pole, 
snake, big snake, flag 
pole!!!” Bubba know-
ing her like he does 
ciphered this out real 
well. He knew it was 
time for him to put on 
his macho brave hat 
and come to her res-
cue. Another thing 
that makes Bubba get 
brave when coming to 
Bubbette’s rescue is he 
knows she will reward 
him with her delicious 
buttermilk battered 
fried chicken. Bubba 
will get real brave for 
some fried chicken.
  Bubba got his courage 
up and told Bubbette he 
was coming back and 
would be right there to 
take care of the situa-

tion. He was not pre-
pared for the sight he 
saw when he drove into 
his yard. All his fears 
of snakes were pushed 
aside by the comical 
scene he was greeted 
with.
  There was Bubbette 
standing on the seat of 
the lawnmower with 
his 410 shotgun in one 
hand and a hoe in the 
other. Bubba was smart 
enough on this occa-
sion not to laugh.
  When Bubba asked 
where the snake was, 
Bubbette would point 
first with the hoe and 
then with the shot-
gun. Bubba was pretty 
quick to relieve her of 
the shotgun and in all 
of his bravado think-
ing  how those belly 
crawling, scaly, forked 
tongue critters are just 
evil, tracked the snake 
down and shot it. I 

guess he probably shot 
it about twelve to fif-
teen times. Bubba likes 
to do things right and 
this way he figures he 
rid the world of a little 
evil.
  Bubba walked back 
to Bubbette looking 
like the conquering 
hero returning from 
war with his gun on 
his shoulder. He prob-
ably would have been 
greeted as such if he 
hadn’t said, “There ya 
go sug’dumplin… all 
taken care of! Oh yeah, 
what’s for supper to-
night and when you go 
to Wally World to pick 
up some chicken, will 
you get me some more 
shotgun shells?”
  Well, she got him 
the shotgun shells in 
case any more snakes 
showed up, but I think 
he had bologna sand-
wiches that night!!
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(Continued on Next Page)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

14th Annual Mega Bass (Continued from Page 1)

the T-shirt bonus. 
The weights of the 
bass that came to the 
scales showed the 
large bass Lake Fork 
is known for were 
not in the feeding 
mode. 
  During the course 
of the tournament 
there were two (2) 
bass over the 24” 
slot brought to the 
scales. Bass under 
the 16” slot ranged 
mostly in the up-
per 2-pound range 
with the lowest 
weight of any hour 
to earn a check was 
a bass weighing 
2.07-pounds.
  At last year’s Mega 
Bass Mark Spurgin 
from McKinney, 
Texas weighed in 

a lunker weighing 
15.47-pounds.
 This year the 
weights were ex-
tremely different. 
With all the drastic 
weather changes we 
have been having 
and the low lake lev-
els the spawn of the 
big ones has been 
pushed back and de-
layed. I’ve the feel-
ing April and May 
are going to be pole 
bending months.
  In the 8 o’clock 
hour Michael Lamb 
from Murfreesboro, 
Arkansas weighed 
in a 2.61-pound 
bass winning him 
$15,000. In this 
hour it took a 
2.07-pound bass to 
get in the money. 

In the 9 o’clock 
hour Jonathan Mo-
rale from Heath, 
Texas weighed in 
a 2.61-pound bass 
winning a check 
for $15,000. In 
this hour it took a 
2.15-pound bass to 
get in the money.  10 
o’clock hour Lake 
Fork showed what 
this great reservoir 
has to offer. In this 
hour Brody Parker, 
13 years old from 
McAlester, Okla-
homa weighed in a 
11.20-pound bass 
winning a check 
for $15,000. In 
this hour it took a 
2.26-pound bass to 
get in the money. 
In the 11 o’clock 

b

GOD BLESS
         AMERICA

Now Open For Spring Season
Take Out, Dine In,or on the Patio

New Specials!!! BYOB

Junction of Hwy 515 & CR 1970 * Yantis, TX.
903-383-7121

Store Hours: Mon. ~ Sat. 5:30 to 7:00
Fri. & Sat. 5:30 to 6:00 * Sun. 5:30 to 6:00

“Be

The F
ish

!” “BeThe Fish!”

Best Selection of Tackle on Lake Fork!
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3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,
Owners Dru & Deb Davis

“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Wednesday thru Saturday

6 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu

6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials

            Homemade Pies & Desserts
Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

    HIDEAWAY HARBOR
LAKE FORK
845 CR 1987
YANTIS, TX.
75497

NEW!! DEEP WATER ACCESS BOAT RAMP
Make Your Reservations Today *Wi-Fi * Dish Network 

* Certified Scales * Bait & Tackle Shop * Live Bait 
* Fishing Pier * Motel, Cottage, Bunk House, Lodge, Grocery

Annual RV Leases Available * 3 Boat Ramps
Boat Storage * Camping

Email: stay@hideawayharbor.com or visit our website
www.hideawayharbor.com

1-(903) 383-2733 or 1-(877) 383-2503

hour Archie Hayley 
from Mount Ver-
non, Texas weighed 
in a 10.27-pound 
bass winning him 
$15,000.  In this 
hour it took a 
2.29-pound bass to 
get in the money. In 
the 12 o’clock,   Lar-
ry Landis from Gra-
ford, Texas weighed 
in a 2.65-pound 
bass winning him a 
check for $15,000. 
In this hour it took 
a 2.22-pound bass 
to get in the mon-
ey. In the 1 o’clock 
hour Shannon Daw-
son from Magnolia, 
Texas weighed in 
a 2.67-pound bass 
winning a him a 
check for $15,000. 
In this hour it took 
a 2.17-pound bass 
to get in the mon-
ey. In the 2 o’clock 

hour Jeremy Good-
gion from Graham, 
Texas weighed in 
a 2.93-pound bass 
winning him a check 
for $15,000. In 
this hour it took a 
2.40-pound bass to 
get in the money.
  Brody Parker’s 
bass weighing 
11.20-pounds held 
up as the heaviest 
bass caught dur-
ing the tournament. 
For his great catch 
he not only won 
$15,000 in hourly 
cash but also took 
home a 2022 Skeeter 
ZX 200 powered by 
a Yamaha 200 SHO. 
(To view the large 
bass that won in the 
hours see page 13.)
  During the course of 
the tournament, the 
Lake Fork Sports-
man Association did 

just an excellent job 
with their Live Re-
lease Boat getting 
all the bass back into 
the lake to be caught 
another day. They 
are most definitely 
to be commended for 
their diligence and 
hard work they put 
into “Preserving the 
Legend that is Lake 
Fork!”     
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Answers on Page 21

“Bass are starting to move up to shallow cover!”

(See Bass are starting.....
  Continued on Page 20)Hours

10 AM till
9 PM

Monday thru
Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
When You Build That Thirst

Hooking Those Big Bass,
We have what you want to 

quinch that thirst!
 Come & Visit Us!!!

We Have All Of 
Your Favorite 

Beverages Here!

By David Ozio

    “What a difference a year makes! Last year the 
lake was frozen now it’s six and a half foot low 
with a prolonged winter. These fish just can’t 
catch a break. Late winter surface temps are just 
now allowing these big bass to move after be-
ing locked up for the duration. As of this writing 
bass are finally starting to move up to shallow 
cover and the good times are starting to roll. 
  I have heard reports of the first wave of spawn-
ers pulling into the shallows late in the month 
and heard the chatterbait took a few giants to 
the scales. There were not very many as surface 

temps at that time were still in the upper forties. I 
surmise the next wave in April will be the biggest 
by far as the main lake water temps should warm 
to the upper sixties by the next full moon. This 
will be game on when the giants will be caught 
off beds provided you can see them. I feel the 
bigger giants will be taken when the shad start to 
spawn. That will happen once the surface temps 
reach about seventy degrees and there won’t be 
a swimbait left in sight for purchase. Fork is an 
excellent lake for swimbaits especially when 
the lake is on the clear side. Unfortunately, the 
pond is not as transparent as I would like to see 
but it will do in a rush. There are several large 
swimbaits being sold around the lake and you 
can choose the one that strikes your fancy. Huge 
glide baits have been the recent craze and be pre-
pared to let loose of plenty of cash to wield one 
of these bad boys. Gizzard shad colors work best 
for the hard sided lunker catchers and always 
throw them on heavy mono or stout braid. For 
the soft plastic versions, use brighter colors for 
the off colored water and more translucent baits 
for the clearer water. The next step is determin-
ing which hook to rig on these giant plastic bass 
offerings. I recommend a 10/0 hook for the full 

size baits and a 7/0 hook for the minnow size 
swimmers. From that point you will need to fo-
cus on the right depth where the slounches will 
be hiding and how much weight should be on the 
hook. Start with no weight and work your way 
down to a 10/0 weight weighted with 3/4 ounce. 
This tactic will cover the important levels in the 
water column and start you on your way. Next 
is “where”? You can never go wrong with main 
lake points or secondary points especially if they 
have a channel swing close by. Use a long rod 
and keep casting until something gives. It may 
be your arm but that’s why they make Advil.
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Annual Leases Only

Seventeenth Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament (Continued from Page 1)

Eary Entry Incentive

Xpress 20-foot Center Console H20B  Given 
Away In Drawing From Early Entries!!

24” slot caught dur-
ing the tournament, 
they will not only 
be taking home a 
check for 1st Place 
in an hour but also 
an Xpress X21Pro 
equipped with Ya-
maha, MinKota, and 
Humminbird elec-
tronics. This is the 
same type of boat 
that Bassmaster Elite 
Pros, Bill Lowen, 
Harvey Horne, Dale 
Hightower, and Ca-
leb Sumrall fish the 
circuit in.
  Having been a 
guide on Lake Fork 
for 18 years and 
owned this newspa-
per for 23 years, I 
can contest to many 

tra $100.
  Anglers can also 
purchase TFO 7’4” 
MH rods for only 
$65 while supply 
lasts.
  For more informa-
tion on the tourna-
ment see ad on Page 

28 or go to www.
l e g e n d o f l a k e f o r k .
com to download 
an entry and for all 
tournament rules. If 
you should have any 
questions, you can 
contact me at fish-
news@lakefork.net 

or give me a call at 
903-360-6994.
  Hope to see you at 
the tournament or on 
the lake!  

anglers having never 
caught a bass weigh-
ing over 10-pounds. 
Well, Lake Fork is 
definitely your best 
chance to do this. 
For this very reason 
when I began this 
tournament, I want-
ed an extra incentive 
for the anglers. This 
is when my wife and 
I came up with the 
great idea to give a 
grand prize to the 
heaviest bass under 
the 16” slot. For the 
angler that catches 
the heaviest bass 
under the 16” mark, 
they will be taking 
home a check and an 
Xpress X19Pro fully 
equipped. 

  For those that got 
your entry in early 
before April 30th 
you could also be 
a big winner. In a 
drawing of all the 
early entries, one 
lucky angler will 
be taking home an 
Xpress H20B, 20-
foot center console, 
equipped with Ya-
maha, MinnKota and 
Humminbird elec-
tronics.
  There also will be 
a T-Shirt hour every 
hour of the tourna-
ment. If the angler 
has a T-Shirt with 
him when he weighs 
his bass and wins 1st 
Place in the hour, 
they will get an ex-
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“The Moon Report”
“April Excitement on Lake Fork”
By Terri Moon

  I don’t know about you 
– but, I’m sure ready for 
some stable weather! 
March just couldn’t make 
up its mind whether to be 
warm or downright cold! 
Those north winds sure 
hurt especially with morn-
ings dropping into the 
upper 30’s. Just when the 
water temps start to get 
right, another cold front 
would hit – but, these 70 
to 80 degree days will re-
bound it quick and April 
should be awesome! I’m 
ready for them to lock in 
on a bobber pattern! We 
are definitely a lot later 
than last year. Plus we 
are dealing with very low 
water levels while they 
make repairs on the dam 
and bridges. So we are all 
looking for new spawn-
ing areas! We just need a 
few 60 degree nights to 
get them to commit to the 
shallows. It’s mainly been 
males until the last full 
moon – then some of the 
BIG girls started to move 
in. So don’t think you’ve 
missed it – the next 3 
months should be prime 
fishing. 
  Also, if you haven’t seen 
Lake Fork at these low 
levels, it’s a good time to 
check it out. You will be 
shocked at the amount of 
timber you’ve been fish-
ing over or running your 
boat through! It’s a great 
time to mark hazardous 
areas on your GPS and 
areas that look good for 
future fishing when lake 
levels are back up. But, 
PLEASE be safe – even 
in the boat lanes  6-1/2 
foot slack or more in the 
buoy cables with chang-

ing wind directions can 
move a buoy toward a 
dangerous area, so they 
are not where they should 
be. Also, be mindful of 
wind direction in regards 
to the buoy cable so you 
don’t catch the cable in 
your prop. You would 
definitely be done for the 
day! I’ve heard some wild 
stories about that happen-
ing when lake levels were 
down! Just know – its 
time to be extra cautious!
  Once these water temps 
reach mid to upper 60’s, 
hang on cause you never 
know what you’re go-
ing to catch on a bobber 
– crappie, bass, catfish, 
white bass or yellow bass 
– it’s all exciting!
  Target secondary points 
to the backs of the coves 
around isolated stick-ups 
or brush anywhere from 
1 to 8 ft. If water temps 
drop on a chilly night, 
back off and check that 8 
to 20 ft. This time of year 
it can change daily. One 
day they want just a jig – 
other days they want just 
a minnow or a jig tipped 
with a minnow. So don’t 
be afraid to change it up 
if what your doing isn’t 

working and a different 
color might be the answer. 
Before I forget, if you 
catch a day without 30 
mile an hour winds, check 
the bridges. You might 
have to move around a 
little but there are some 
big females holding there 
waiting to stage up.
  The baits working for 
us have been Bonehead 
Slim-sticks – white/char-
treuse or moondust or 
black/chartreuse – also,  
Skippie jigs in chartreuse 
rubber tails and Limits 
Tackle in white/chartreuse 
and orange/chartreuse. 
Don’t forget you can also 
tightline jigs with a long 
pole around any bushes 
or timber, that can be fun 
too! 
  
  I just wanted to let you 
know how good it is to be 
back on the water after an 
extended stay in Missouri 
getting Mama Nova well 
enough to travel home 
with me. Thank you for 
the continued prayers for 
her recovery. Love to all 
my family who are going 
through some tough situa-
tions.
  Blessings to all of you! 
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Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941     

50 Years Later

Hunter Miller, 16 years old from Kansas 
caught this Lake Fork hawg weighing 9.6-lbs. 
fishing with guide Danny Holder. C.P.R.

Lake Fork guide Randy Oldfield caught this 
hawg on a Santone jig with a V&M trailer. 
Weight not provided. C.P.R.

“Lake Fork is
Heaven on Earth !”      



   Page 10         “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                April              

FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber 
* Angie * Mary Ann * Samantha

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips 

Individual or Corporate 
Trips

Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

Help Stop Invasive Species
  As an angler and someone interested in the 
health of our rivers, lakes and bays, you can 
play an important role in making sure invasive 
species can’t spread and wreak havoc on these 
waterbodies. As a reminder during National In-
vasive Species Awareness Week (NISAW), here 
are 4 things you should do to help:
• Only Use *Native Gulf* Shrimp as Bait 
• Clean, Drain and Dry Your Boat and Gear 
• Use Live Bait Where You Catch It 
• Never Dump Your Aquarium 
Invasive species are non-native to an ecosys-
tem and can cause environmental and economic 
harm, as well as impact human health and qual-
ity of life. They often grow or reproduce rapidly, 
helping them to infest large areas and become 
problematic. 
  In honor of NISAW, the Office of the Governor 
has recognized the week with an official procla-
mation. “Each year, a week is dedicated to rais-
ing awareness about the dangers of invasive spe-
cies,” said Governor Greg Abbott. “At this time, 
I encourage all Texans to learn more about the 
steps Texas takes to control populations of inva-
sive species and how all Texans can help prevent 
their spread. By continuing to be wise stewards 
of our natural resources, we can ensure a better 
and brighter future as we build the Texas of to-
morrow.” Read our press release for more infor-

mation.
Only Use *Native Gulf* Shrimp as Bait
  If you fish with bait shrimp, it’s illegal to use 
anything but native shrimp from the Gulf.
Imported shrimp have been found to carry a vi-
rus that causes white-spot syndrome, which can 
quickly kill our native shrimp, crayfish and crabs. 
It does not affect humans. Shrimp from any non-
Gulf state or any other country is considered 
imported and cannot be used as bait. Familiar-
ize yourself with common imported shrimp and 
the 4 acceptable types of bait shrimp. If you buy 
frozen shrimp, check the origin on the package. 
Many people, fish and birds depend on our 
shrimp, crayfish and crab populations. Don’t let 
an imported virus wipe them out. Pay attention to 
any bait shrimp you buy – check its origin first. 
Clean, Drain and Dry Your Boat and Gear
  Many highly destructive invasive species like 
giant salvinia and zebra mussels can be unknow-
ingly spread from lake to lake on boats and gear. 
You can stop them from hitching a ride with you. 
Watch this video for how to clean, drain and dry 
your boat and trailer, as well as your gear like 
bait buckets and live wells. Love your lakes back 

– always clean, drain and dry.
  If you store your boat in the water on a lake 
infested with zebra mussels, it likely has mussels 
attached – even if you can’t see them. We urge 
you to call our 24/7 hotline at (512) 389-4848 
before moving your boat to another lake, and we 
will provide you with guidance and support to 
reduce the risk of spreading zebra mussels.
Use Live Bait Where You Catch It
  If you catch live bait for your fishing, don’t move 
it from the water body where it was caught. If 
you purchase live bait from a bait store, keep it in 
the water you bought it in, and keep the receipt. 
Once bait comes into contact with lake water, it 
can only be used on that lake.  
Following these guidelines can prevent the spread 
of zebra mussels whose larvae are invisible to the 
naked eye and can be transported in lake water, 
and it can keep fish from being moved outside 
their native range. In northeast Texas, this will 
help prevent the unintentional spread of bighead 
carp or silver carp, which can look a lot like bait 
fish when they’re young.

(See Help Stop Invasive Species...........
                                                     Continued on Page 21)
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8414 W FM 515
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-3232
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an elec-
trical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part, 
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized Mo-
torGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models 
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

CERTIFIED DEALER FOR THE ALL NEW LOWRANCE GHOST TROLLING MOTOR
SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Low-
rance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year lim-
ited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by 
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest 
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN 

FRONT OF THEM!!

Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission Awards $12.5 Million in Local Park Grants to Texas Communities
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission 
approved more than $12.5 million in  grants to 
help  create and enhance outdoor recreational 
opportunities.
 The competitive grants are allocated to local 
government entities on a 50/50 reimbursement 
match basis, and once funded, the sites must 
remain parkland in perpetuity, properly main-
tained and open to the public. This will result 
in more nature trails, native gardens, play-
grounds, splash pads, dog parks and sports 
fields at 26 community parks statewide. The 
commission, which administers the local park 
grants program for Texas, awarded projects in 
various categories based on community popu-

lation and scope.
 Urban Outdoor Recreation Grants are reserved 
for local units of government with populations 
of more than 500,000. Three communities re-
ceived these grants. The Non-Urban Outdoor 
Recreation Grants fund park projects in mu-
nicipalities under 500,000. The commission 
approved awards to projects in 11 communi-
ties. The Small Community Recreation Grants 
serve towns of less than 20,000 and were 
awarded to 12 communities.
 For more information about the local park 
grants program, visit the TPWD local park 
grants page.
The grant awards are listed below by region: 

Central Texas
  The city of Giddings 
received a $150,000 
small community 
grant for its Veter-
ans Park Splashpad 
project. Proposed de-
velopments include 
sitework, splash pad, 
native landscaping, 
site furnishings and 
signage.
East Texas

  The city of Baytown is the recipient of a 
$749,914 non-urban outdoor grant for its 
Tompkins Road Park project. Proposed devel-
opments include playground equipment, park-
ing, solar lighting, fitness equipment, restroom 
enclosure and a water fountain.
  The city of Gilmer received a $150,000 small 
community grant for its Abney Street Park 
project. Proposed developments include a bas-
ketball court, pavilion, restrooms, a trail, a 
playground, native flower landscaping, horse-
shoe pits, a washer court and signage.
  The city of Houston received a $1,250,228 
urban outdoor grant for its Charlton Park Im-
provement project. Proposed developments 
include site work, a playground, exercise sta-
tions, splash pad, chimney swift tower, sig-
nage, site furnishings, shade pavilion, walk-
ways, hardscape and native landscaping.
  The city of Jacksonville received a $131,040 
small community grant for its Buckner Park 
Improvements project. Proposed develop-
ments include sitework and demolition, play-
ground equipment and sidewalks.
  The city of Winnsboro received a $150,000 
small community grant for its Lion’s Park 
(See Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission Awards....
                                                                Continued on Page 15)
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Grand Opening Thursday April 7th
New Owner, New Management, New Attitude 

Catfish/Seafood Buffet
All You Can Eat * Plus Menu Items

Thursday thru Saturday
4 pm ~ 9 pm

Sunday ~ 11 am ~ 2pm
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Hour 1 Winner - $15,000, Michael Lamb, 
Murfreesboro, AR - 2.61-lbs

Hour 2 Winner - $15,000, Jonathan Morale, 
Heath, TX - 2.61-lbs

Hour 4 Winner - $15,000, Archie Hayley, 
Mount Vernon, TX - 10.27-lbs.

Hour 5 Winner - $15,000, Larry Landis, 
Graford, TX - 2.65-lbs.

Hour 6 Winner - $15,000, Shannon Dawson, 
Magnolia, TX - 2.67-lbs.

Hour 7 Winner - $15,000, Jeremy Goodgion, 
Graham, TX - 2.93-lbs.
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~ Since 1984 ~ ~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2022 Bullet, Falcon, Xpress, 
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Arbala

Sulphur Springs
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FM 1567 W.

# 290

Authorized Dealer Sales 
& Installation

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free

866-920-8331

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
DEALER FOR:  GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST
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Plenty of Parking & Turn Around For You & Your Boat

1067A State Hwy. 37 South * Quitman, TX.,
903-492-3059

B.Y.O.B.         Open Tues. thru Sun. 11 A.M. to 9 P.M.         B.Y.O.B.
Call In Orders Welcome * Private Banquet Room For Large Parties

Daily Lunch Specials * Serving A Full Menu Of Delicious Italian
Classics For You To Choose From

Featuring Homemade Sauces From Scratch
Call In For Take Out Or Come In & Enjoy The Dining Area

Catering Services Available

Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission Awards $12.5 Million (Continued from Page 11)

project. Proposed developments include site 
preparation, multi-use sport court, pedestrian 
trail, site furnishings, native landscaping, sig-
nage, playground equipment and lighting.
North Texas
  The city of Celina received a $750,000 non-
urban outdoor grant for its Old Celina Park 
Phase II project. Proposed developments in-
clude additional inclusive playground equip-
ment, spray fountain, pavilions, shade struc-
tures, sports courts, native landscaping, 
interpretive and TPWD signs.
  The city of Dallas received a $1,500,000 ur-
ban outdoor grant for its Crawford Memorial 
Phase One Signature Park project. Proposed 
developments include pedestrian trails with 
accessible bridges, accessible picnic sites with 
shade structures, exercise complex, restrooms, 
site furnishings and signage.
The city of Dalworthington Gardens received 
a $50,000 small community grant for its DWG 
Playground project. Proposed developments 
include playground equipment, a safety sur-
face and signage.
  The city of Denton received a $621,563 non-

urban outdoor grant for its Villages of Carmel 
Park Property project. Proposed developments 
include site utilities, landscaping, irrigation, 
sidewalks, playground equipment and site fur-
nishings.
The city of Farmers Branch received a $750,000 
non-urban outdoor grant for its Joya Signa-
ture Playground at Oran Good Park project. 
Proposed developments include playground 
equipment, LED lighting, native landscaping, 
interpretive signage and restrooms.
  The city of Fate received a $150,000 small 
community grant for its Fate Station Park 
project. Proposed developments include play-
ground equipment with accessible surfacing.
  The city of Kaufman received a $750,000 
non-urban outdoor grant for its Kaufman City 
Lake Park Development and Acquisition proj-
ect. This project will include land acquisition 
as well as developments and renovations. Pro-
posed elements include demolition and earth-
work, a trail, picnic tables and benches, a pier, 
playground, pavilion, golf tees and baskets.
  The Lancaster Municipal Utility District 
Number One received a $500,000 non-urban 

outdoor grant for its Lancaster MUD No. 1 
Recreation Facilities Park. This project will in-
clude land acquisition as well as developments 
and renovations. Proposed elements include 
open space preservation, pedestrian trails with 
a bridge, native plants, picnic tables, play-
ground equipment and a bike rack.
  The city of Lewisville received a $750,000 
non-urban outdoor grant for its Neighborhood 
Park in The Triangle project. This project will 
include land acquisition as well as develop-
ments and renovations. Proposed elements 
include site prep, interpretive signage, picnic 
tables, irrigation, pavilion with seating, play-
ground equipment, native landscaping and ri-
parian restoration.
  The town of Little Elm received a $750,000 
non-urban outdoor grant for its Cottonwood 
Park Phase II project. Proposed developments 
include erosion control, deck, fishing piers, 
sidewalks, universal design playground, native 
landscaping, water-wise irrigation, interpre-
tive and TPWD signage.
(See Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission Awards....
                                                                Continued on Page 17)
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Now Accepting Reservations For 
Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 12, 13, 14, 15, 2022 At      

                  17th AnnuAl 
         Paying 11 Places Per Hour

 Giving Away 3  
     2022 Xpress Bass Boats

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake 
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise & 

promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net



  April         “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                 Page 17                  

*

Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission Awards $12.5 Million (Continued from Page 15)

  The city of Van Alstyne received a $150,000 
small community grant project for its Robert 
Hynds Memorial Park project. Proposed de-
velopments include sitework, a fishing pond, 
pavilion, amphitheater and native landscaping 
with irrigation.
Panhandle
  The city of Borger received a $213,775 non-
urban outdoor grant for its Huber Park Play-
ground project. Proposed developments in-
clude playground equipment, surfacing and 
project signage.
  The city of Bovina received a $150,000 small 
community grant for its Bovina Community 
Park Splash Pad project. Proposed develop-
ments include splash pad, picnic tables with 
covered seating and signage.
  The village of Timbercreek Canyon  received 
a $32,326 small community grant for its Tim-
bercreek Canyon Park project. Proposed de-
velopments include playground equipment 
with accessible surfacing and border.
South Texas
  The city of Beeville  received a $75,000 small 
community grant for its Trevino Park project. 
Proposed developments include a playground 
with shade structure, fitness stations, shade 
shelters, site furnishings, a basketball court 
and a water fountain.

  The Cameron County Parks and Recreation 
Department  received a $750,000 non-urban 
outdoor grant for the Olmito Nature Park proj-
ect. This project will include land acquisition 
as well as developments and renovations. Pro-
posed elements include playground equip-
ment, pedestrian trails, picnic facilities, piers, 
bike racks, solar lighting, accessible benches, 
signage and native landscaping.
  Hidalgo County  received a $1,100,511 ur-
ban outdoor grant for its Lopezville Park proj-
ect. Proposed developments and renovations 
include site grading, drainage, lighting, ten-
nis courts, adult and youth soccer fields, re-
strooms, a pedestrian trail, parking lot, picnic 
areas, a pavilion and an all-inclusive play-
ground.
  The city of Port Isabel received a $750,000 
non-urban grant for its Laguna Madre Park 
Renovation project. Proposed developments 
include a baseball field, sports field fencing, 
site furniture, grading, infields, outfield hy-
dromulch, irrigation, a restroom, concessions, 
a trail, fitness equipment, bike racks, a picnic 
area, habitat and interpretive signage.
  The city of Robstown  received a $41,250 
small community grant for its Robstown 
Swimming Pool Renovation project. Proposed 
developments include replastering and retiling 

of the swimming pool.
West Texas
  Kinney County  received a $100,000 small 
community grant for its Kinney County Com-
munity Park Development- Splash Pad project. 
Proposed developments include playground 
renovations, site furnishings, interpretive sig-
nage and a recirculating splash pad.
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We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  To  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

2022 Skeeter FXR21 APEX

2022 Skeeter FXR20 APEX

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W. Hwy. 154

Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

PROUD TO BE PART OF 
THE HERITAGE 
NEW FOR 2022

YAMAHA TECHNICIAN IN HOUSE

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbgilmer.com
“Branches of First Nation Bank

Of East Texas, Gilmer”

New Texas Parks and Wildlife Tyler 
Regional Complex is Open for Business
  As of Monday, 
March 28, the Tyler 
community has a new 
location to service 
its boating, fishing 
and hunting needs. 
Housing divisions in-
cluding Texas Game 
Wardens, Wildlife, 
Inland Fisheries and 
State Parks, the facil-
ity will act as a one-
stop-shop for Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) 
business.
 Situated on the Tyler 
Nature Center Wild-
life Management 
Area, the new facility 
has been a longtime 
goal for Texas Game 
Warden Major Quint 
Balkcom.
 “Creating a large fa-

cility where TPWD 
staff could work col-
laboratively and bet-
ter assist the Tyler 
community has been 
in the works for de-
cades,” he said. “We 
are pleased to be 
fully operational and 
available to the pub-
lic.”
 TPWD offers most 
services, like hunting 
and fishing licenses, 
online, but still of-
fers boat titling and 
registrations through 
the facility. Staff are 
also happy to assist 
with any TPWD-re-
lated inquiries.
 While the Tyler com-
plex is open, land-
scaping and nature 
trails are still under 

construction. Visi-
tors are urged to stay 
on paved walkways.
 “We are excited to 
be in such a pristine 
facility, located in 
a conserved and ac-
cessible area,” Balk-
com said. “Once 
construction is final-
ized later this year, 
TPWD will celebrate 
with a more formal 
grand opening.”
 For information 
about online ser-
vices, please visit 
ht tps : / / tpwd. texas .
gov.
 The facility, located 
at 11942-A FM 848 
in Tyler, is open 8 
a.m. — 4:45 p.m. 
Monday through Fri-
day.
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”
By Carolyn West, President LFSA

  Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association has for 
7 years grown aquatic plants with Yantis High 
School’s Ag class using the school’s green-
house.  Each year, LFSA assists the students 
when the grasses are planted in water tubs and 
tended by the Greenhouse Production Class at 
Yantis.  Again, each year, when the plants are 
ready to be transferred to Lake Fork, the stu-
dents are taken by LFSA members to desig-
nated points on the lake chosen by Texas Parks 
and Wildlife and they plant the fruits of their 
labor.
  COVID was not kind to last year’s schedule 
and the eel grass planted in very early 2021 
remains in the greenhouse in 2022.  The cur-

rent condition of the lake’s water level has pre-
vented any planting.  Until the dam is repaired, 
and the rains come, the plants will remain in 
the greenhouse to continue growing.
  However, LFSA and the Ag students at Yan-
tis had another lesson to learn.  After a year 
in the same pots sitting underneath the water 
level in the greenhouse tanks, plants could be-
come rootbound.  So, on Wednesday, March 
21, the mature eel grasses were removed from 
the tanks, split into thirds and re-planted in 
additional pots.  Mrs. Cari Mills’ second and 
third period students dug in and did a splendid 
job of re-potting.  Amid comments such as “I 
don’t like to touch worms”, “This is the dirtiest 
I’ve ever been” and “Look how dirty my ten-

nis shoes are”, almost 40 students shovel spe-
cial soil into pots, divided existing plants into 
sections, re-potted and filled 4 additional tanks 
with the plants.  Their job now is to maintain a 
constant water level in the tanks, assure noth-
ing is unhealthy in the growing process, and 
use the existing greenhouse equipment for air-
flow and temperature.
 These young people are to be commended 
for their hard work and dedication to the proj-
ect.  Their instructor, Mrs. Mills, assisted in 
the planning and execution of the project and, 
in my mind, showed a Super Teacher’s skill 
working with them.  What a great group!
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Charles McCallum 
with   David Ozio

Nathan Hulquist with 
David Ozio

David OzioZach Turner with 
David Ozio

  I suspect the lake will still be low heading 
through April so don’t rule out the Carolina rig 
on main lake points especially following the 
days right after a cold front. The big bass have a 
habit of not chasing baits during high pressure so 
the C-rig will pick up the slack. Magnum lizards, 
creature baits and even small swimbaits should 
do the heavy lifting. Choose dark colors for 
heavily stained water and translucent colors like 
watermelon red for clearer water on sunny days. 
Big jigs will also play a roll on these points with 
the same color schemes as the C-rig. Graph the 

points before you make a cast and check for ac-
tivity. If something shows up on the radar as my 
clients call it, drop a waypoint and start casting. 
Also, with cold fronts in mind, don’t give up on 
the shallow fish entirely. You can back out to the 
first breakline and throw a Texas rig or a senko. 
Use the lightest line possible under the high skies 
to get the bites you are looking for. Once you get 
the bite, you can figure out how to get the beast 
in the boat.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in April 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I also have 
gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge 
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow 
me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
davidoziolakeforkguide. I post my daily trip 
results on this page. I would also like to thank 
Okuma Fishing, Talon Custom Lures and Dakota 
Lithiums for making my job the blast that it is. 
I hope to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 
10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed 
day.”

903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups
Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight

Covered Pavilion • Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

               Boat Ramp
                               Playground For The   

           Children

“Bass are starting to move up to shallow cover!”(Continued from Page 6)

3490 S FM 2869
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-769-3600

1102 S Pacific St (US 69 S)
Mineola, TX 75773
903-638-8400
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

Help Stop Invasive Species (Continued from Page 10)

Never Dump Your 
Aquarium
  If you’re an aquarium 
owner, never dump 
your tank into a natural 
body of water or flush 
its contents. Dump-
ing anything out of an 
aquarium – fish, ani-
mals (like snails), or 

plants – can have dev-
astating consequences 
for Texas’ natural wa-
terbodies. There are re-
sponsible alternatives 
for disposing of them. 
Recently, invasive ze-
bra mussels have been 
found in moss balls 
sold as aquarium ac-

cessories. Destroy any 
zebra mussels by sim-
ply freezing, boiling or 
bleaching each moss 
ball, then put them into 
a sealed container and 
throw the container 
into the trash.
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items 
are compiled from 
recent Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment law enforce-
ment reports.
--Love the way you 
lie-- Two Trinity 
County game wardens 
received a call about 
missing boaters, two 
adults and one child, 
on the Neches River. 
When they arrived 
at the ramp, the war-
dens found two trucks 
and an empty boat 
trailer.  Accompanied 
by a Trinity County 
Deputy, the wardens 
searched the river for 
the missing boat. Af-
ter a couple of hours, 
they noticed a light on 
the deck of a floating 

cabin. Wardens made 
contact and confirmed 
it was the two miss-
ing men and child. 
The men were fishing 
from the floating cabin 
and said they had boat 
trouble earlier but had 
since fixed the boat. 
Once the wardens 
confirmed that every-
one was okay, the men 
were asked to present 
their fishing license, 
and neither’s was cur-
rent. Additionally, the 
boat was not regis-
tered and only had one 
inflatable life jacket. 
The warden also found 
a dead woodpecker 
the men were us-
ing for bait. The men 
said they were about 
to head back to the 

ramp, so the wardens 
followed them back 
to the ramp after they 
loaded their gear. A 
small amount of mari-
juana was found on 
one individual while 
the other attempted to 
start their boat. The 
warden asked the man 
to step back out of the 
boat. While exiting 
the boat, he intention-
ally fell into the water. 
The wardens grabbed 
the man while he was 
underwater and could 
feel his arms under-
neath him trying to get 
rid of something. Once 
they detained him, 
they noticed an empty 
holster in his belt. The 
wardens then found 

“December Was Our
25th Anniversary!”
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Canned Pears: Always Ripe and “Pear-fect”

A “PEAR-FECT IDEA” for outdoor gather-
ings is a Blueberry, Pear and Apricot Salad 
with Almonds. “Happy Easter” from our 
family to yours!                 

By  Sue  Hampton

 Mi lder  weather  no t  on ly  means  b lue 
sk ies  and  b looming f lowers ,  i t ’s  the 
s ta r t  o f  ou tdoor  ga ther ings .  I t ’s  a l so 
a  grea t  excuse  to  swi tch  up  the  menu. 
Sa lads  and  kabobs  a re  favor i tes  dur ing 
warmer  months  and  canned  f ru i t  can 
eas i ly  enhance  a  rec ipe .  Canned pears 
a re  a lways  r ipe ,  ready  to  ea t  and  con-
ta in  v i r tua l ly  no  fa t  o r  choles te ro l .  So 
next  t ime you hos t  a  ge t - toge ther,  add 
a  l i t t l e  sweetness  to  the  feas t  wi th  th i s 

pant ry  s tap le .  Try  serv ing  Blueber ry, 
Pear  and  Apr ico t  Sa lad  wi th  Almonds 
or  Barbecued  Pear  and  Chicken  Ka-
bobs  to  fami ly  and  gues ts .
Blueberry,  Pear  and Apr ico t  Salad 
With Almonds
(Makes  12   Serv ings)
1  can  (15  ounces)  pear  ha lves  in  ex t ra -
l igh t  syrup
1 can  (8-1 /4  ounces)  pear  ha lves  in  ex -
t ra - l igh t  syrup
1 can  (15  ounces)  b lueber r ies  in  l igh t 
syrup
1 can  (8-1 /4  ounces)  apr ico t  ha lves  in 
ext ra - l igh t  syrup
Juice  of  1  smal l  l emon
½ cup s l iced  a lmonds ,  roas ted
  Dra in  both  cans  of  pear  ha lves ;  s l ice 
in to  b i te -s ized  p ieces .  Dra in  apr ico ts ; 
ha lve .  Dra in  b lueber r ies ;  d iv ide  among 
sa lad  p la tes  and  ar range;  a r range  pears 
and  apr ico ts  as  wel l .  Top sa lads  wi th 
lemon ju ice  and  a lmonds ;  se rve .
Barbecued Pear  and Chicken Kabobs
(Makes  4  Serv ings)
1  can  (15  ounces)  pear  ha lves
½ cup  bot t le  barbecue  sauce
2  tab lespoons  honey
1 tab lespoon Di jon  mustard
1  c love  gar l ic ,  minced
8 kabob skewers

1  red ,  g reen  or  ye l low sweet  be l l  pep-
per,  cu t  in to  1-1 /2- inch  squares
1 pound boneless ,  sk in less  ch icken 
breas ts  or  th ighs ,  cu t  in to  1-1 /2  inch 
chunks
  Prehea t  gr i l l  o r  bro i le r.  Dra in  pears , 
reserv ing  ju ice .  Cut  pears  in to  1-1 /2 
inch  chunks ;  se t  as ide .  In  a  bowl ,  s t i r 
toge ther  barbecue  sauce ,  honey,  mus-
ta rd ,  gar l ic  and  3  tab lespoons  of  the 
reserved  pear  ju ice .  On 4  skewers ,  a l -
te rna te  the  pear  and  be l l  pepper  p ieces . 
  On remain ing  skewers ,  p lace  ch icken 
p ieces .  Brush  a l l  skewered  ingredien ts 
l ibera l ly  wi th  the  sauce  mixture .  Gr i l l 
ch icken  skewers  over  medium coals 
for  10  minutes  (or  bro i l  for  5  minutes ) , 
b rush ing  occas iona l ly  wi th  sauce . 
  Add pear-pepper  skewers ;  g r i l l  for  5 
to  7  minutes  (or  bro i l  2  to  4  minutes ) 
more ,  o r  un t i l  ch icken  i s  no  longer 
p ink  and  pears  and  peppers  a re  hea ted 
through.  Serve  one  ch icken  kabob and 
one  pear  kabob per  se rv ing .



  Page 24              “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”           April           
Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 22)  

                       (Continued on Next Page)

a large amount of meth, marijuana and Xanax. 
In the meantime, an Angelina County warden 
travelled through deer leases to attempt to get 
close to the floating cabin. The warden was able 
to get within a few hundred yards of the cabins 
and transported the two men and child back to 
the boat ramp by truck while Trinity County 
wardens collected evidence. After a second look 
in the cabin a loaded handgun was located un-
derneath a cot. Both men were arrested, and the 
child was transported to relatives.  Several felony 
charges will be filed including manufacture and 
delivery of meth, felon in possession of a firearm 
and tampering with evidence.
--We Belong Together--Two Throckmorton 
County and Haskell County game wardens were 
patrolling near Lake Stamford when they saw a 
truck suspiciously parked on the county road 
with its doors open. From a distance, the war-
dens saw a man walk out of the bar ditch and 
get into the truck. They approached the vehicle 
and saw a rifle in the passenger’s seat and nearly 
a dozen snares in the bed of the pickup. The man 
was interviewed and admitted that he was plac-
ing snares and hunting from the county road. A 
dead coyote that was caught in his snare was dis-
covered a short distance away. The man was also 
a convicted felon. In addition to multiple class C 
misdemeanors, cases were filed for hunting from 

the public road and the man was arrested for 
unlawful possession of a firearm by a convicted 
felon.
--Gesundheit!-- A Real County game warden as-
sisted the Real County Sheriff ’s Department on a 
call about a reckless driver that had been pulled 
over just south of Leakey. After the deputy made 
contact with the driver, he told the game war-
den the driver was acting very nervous. While 
the deputy was running the driver’s information 
the subject sped away and a pursuit ensued. Real 
County sheriff ’s office, the game warden, the DPS 
trooper and the Real County Constable were in-
volved in the pursuit. After pursuing the subject 
for about 5 miles south of Leakey the subject 
stopped and fled on foot. The driver ran towards 
the Frio river and jumped in the river. The game 
warden drove to the other side of the river to try 
and apprehend the subject, but the subject made 
it back across the river. A bystander told the war-
den where the subject crossed the river again, and 

he and the other officers began a search for the 
subject. While waiting for the Edwards County 
sheriff ’s office K9 unit to arrive, the game warden 
was continuing the search when he heard some-
one sneeze in the tall grass. The warden began 
searching the area where he heard the sneeze and 
shortly after found the subject in a ditch cov-
ered up with grass. The subject was apprehended 
transported to the Real County Jail. The subject 
said he fled because he was scared and was out on 
bond. He also had two bags of marijuana stuffed 
in his boots.
--What Happens at the Lake House--Llano 
County game wardens responded to a shots fired 
call with deputies. Multiple callers stated an in-
dividual in a subdivision was shooting an auto-
matic rifle at a buoy in the lake near houses and 
towards boats in the water. A rental house was 
located with eight people where the shooter was 
identified. The shooter admitted to hiding the 

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area
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rifle inside the residence. Consent was given to 
search the house which yielded the rifle, bags of 
marijuana, unprescribed Adderall, and psilocy-
bin mushrooms. A total of five people were ar-
rested for charges ranging from possession of 
marijuana, deadly conduct- 3rd degree felony, 
and possession of controlled substance 1>4 
grams — 2nd degree felony.
--Stop Methin’ Around-- An Ellis County game 
warden received a call from the Cedar Hill po-
lice chief to discuss issues and complaints they 
were receiving on a rural part of the city where 
their officers couldn’t easily access.   After the 
game warden met with the chief and lieutenant, 
he patrolled the area and located a white truck 
trespassing with the driver still sitting in the ve-
hicle.  A meth pipe was in his hunting jacket and 
the suspect admitted to waiting on his friend to 
go hog hunting.  The game warden located 1.6 
grams of meth in the vehicle and a loaded 30-
30 rifle.  The suspect was a convicted felon and 
the rifle came back as stolen out of Montgomery 
County.  The subject was arrested and placed in 
the Ellis County Jail. Multiple charges pending.
--Extremely Loud & Incredibly Dumb--While 
patrolling the San Jacinto River for fishing license 
violations in eastern Montgomery County, San 
Jacinto and Montgomery County game wardens 

heard a gunshot that sounded extremely close. 
After looking at a map, they noticed a pipeline 
about 50 yards away. As they made their way 
down the pipeline, the wardens noticed a pick-
up and ATV tucked away into the woods. While 
approaching the pickup, they witnessed two in-
dividuals tucking things into the toolbox of the 
truck. It appeared they had interrupted what was 
about to be a hunt without consent case. A bag of 
hog-wild attractant was found in the toolbox as 
well as a shotgun with buckshot and a rifle with 
a thermal scope. The ATV had been reported 
stolen out of Liberty County, so it was seized for 
further investigation.  The registered owner of 
the ATV listed a guide on his hunting lease as his 
primary suspect. The guide just happened to be 
the same individual who was in possession of the 
ATV. Charges Pending.
--Lights Out-- A Sabine County game warden 
observed a truck traveling on State Highway 87 
near Milam, Texas with inoperable taillights and 
license plate lights.  The warden initiated a traffic 
stop on the truck and upon contacting the driver 
and passenger, the warden located a white-tailed 
buck deer in the bed of the truck.  After a brief 
interview, the warden was able to obtain a con-
fession from the individuals.  The deer was shot 
from the road with the aid of an artificial light.  

Both subjects were arrested for hunting white-
tailed deer at night and hunting with the aid of 
artificial light.  Cases Pending.
--Food Truck Bandits--While returning a re-
covered stolen game camera from a previous 
hunting case to the land manager of a local de-
velopment company, a Montgomery County 
game warden learned that they had been having 
theft issues from the active construction areas on 
some of their development properties. The war-
den and a Grimes County game warden made 
a pass through the development while on rou-
tine patrol and witnessed four individuals load-
ing thousands of dollars of construction mate-
rials into the back of two pickup trucks. When 
the wardens contacted the group, they claimed 
that an unnamed friend who worked there told 
them they could have what they were taking. The 
land manager was able to quickly contact the 
construction superintendent of the project who 
verified that no one other than him had the au-
thority to give away material and he did not give 
anyone permission to take anything. All four in-
dividuals were arrested for theft $750-$2,500, a 
class A misdemeanor. Upon further questioning, 
the group caught stealing were discovered as the 
drivers of food trucks for several local develop-
ments, including the one they were caught in.

Service Marine on Lake Fork
NOW IN THEIR 30TH YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 

touch of a button 
and keep your boat 

securely in place, 
even in heavy wind 

and current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909 visit us online at:

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha
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LAND FOR SALE 
for RV, Mobile Home 
or House; Pool; Pier; 
Ramp; Gated Entry. 
903-878-7265. 

Hefner Group Insurance

DISCOUNTS UP TO 40%

www.hefnergroup.com

AUTO BOATATVHOME

MINEOLA   903-569-5115
MARSHALL   903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE  903-769-5566
TYLER    903-509-2468
LONGVIEW   903-297-6787  
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina
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Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $18 per inch

Ducks ~ $325
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule April thru June

2022

April

June

May 1 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

May 13, 14, 15 ~ Legend of Lake Fork
Lake Fork Marina

May 28 ~ 14th Annual Sartin Marine 
Minnow Bucket

May

Excellence In Painting
by David R. Young
Interior ~ Exterior

Texture Repairs
30+ Years Experience
All Work Guaranteed

903-474-0403

Get Your Entries In Early For The
17th Annual Legend Of Lake Fork

May 13, 14, 15, 2022
Go To;

www.legendoflakefork.com
or email; fishnews@lakefork.net

for an entry sent to you!!

Apr. 23 ~  Jake Wilson 5th Annual 
Minnow Bucket 

Apr. 3 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 9 ~ Media Teams
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 16 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

June 4 ~ Wood County Kidfish
SRA Headquarters

June 4  ~  JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket 

June 5 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

June 11-14 ~ Skeeter Owners
Lake Fork Marina
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