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During the 5 o’clock hour KETK Anchor 
Neal Barton, interviewed Troy Henry, SRA 
Lake Fork Management program. The inter-
view included regulations, job duties and spe-
cial programs being underway for the lake in-
cluding the renovations in Swearingen Park.

Lake Fork Trophy Lures, staying in tradition of sponsoring ‘Bass 
Camp’ on Lake Fork welcomed the young anglers with open arms. 
Giving them a full tour of the factory and how the baits are made and 
making sure each of the youth left with a full bag of baits to help them 
catch the big one and further their love of fishing in the future.

Neal Barton, KETK 56, first interview about 
Lake Fork began with Don Hampton, Owner/
Publisher “The Fisherman’s Guide News”. 
Topics included the history of this great reser-
voir, water level, conditions of the catch ratio, 
and “The Legend of Lake Fork Tournament”.

Dr. Sam Trinca had a great day in August fishing Lake Fork with 
Johnny Guice. This is two of the nice bass he boated and between the 
two of them they had caught 32 by 10:30 a.m. C.P.R.

KETK  LIVE ON LAKE FORK

In the 6 o’clock hour Mr. Barton met with 
Carolyn West, President of Lake Fork Sports-
mans Association. The interview included the 
work with local high schools on the aquatic 
plant program, high school fishing tackle pro-
gram and the Live Release Boat and more.
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Located on 515
Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17
Website: www.scenic515cabins.com

Email: scenic515mascha@gmail.com 
Mascha Taylor ~ Property Manager

Great Lodging Accomodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking 
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave  

* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House

“Great Rates”
Make Your  Reservations

Today!!!
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“If Fishing Involved a Classroom, Bubba Would Be Playing Hooky On The Lake!”
By: Don Hampton
 
  When you listen to the professional anglers 
doing interviews, they all have a different defi-
nition for the success of fishing.
  Some will say it is scientific, while others ac-
credit it to the study of marine biology. If this 
is truly the case, Bubba is going to be play-
ing some “hooky” from those classes. Even 
in school he was never good at science class. 
When it came to dissecting a frog Bubba al-
ways thought of it as cut-bait. When he finally 
passed biology class it was with a C, but only 
after a “C ya next year” to the teacher!
  Bubba believes having free stuff and not hav-
ing to worry about your next boat payment 
would help anyone’s fishing abilities improve. 
Afterall, an angler can only pitch and cast until 
perfection is reached or else they have gained 
the height of their limitations. Some anglers 
get precise with hitting their target... they’d 
put a major league pitcher with a “No Hitter” 
to shame. 
  Another aspect of this equation is the move-
ment of the lure. An angler can only move, 
shake, twitch, and twist their presentation so 
much. Then how do you explain dead-sticking, 
or the stories about the angler that cast out, 

was getting a drink or lighting a cigarette and 
caught the biggest bass of their life?
  This is where Bubba’s definition of fishing 
would come in. If anyone ever had the cour-
age to interview him on fishing he would say, 
“Fishing is luck, religion, and practice, and not 
necessarily in that order!”
  Bubba believes there is a lot of religion in 
fishing. He’ll start his day off with a prayer 
of thankfulness for all he is blessed with and 
the beauty of nature for him to enjoy, and pray 
for the fish to bite. When the fish aren’t bit-
ing he’ll pray more than a circuit preacher at 
a revival meeting. Then when he catches one, 
his favorite prayer is, “Thank You Lord, May I 
Have Another One?” Bubba believes there are 
a lot of prayers conducted in all bass boats, not 
just his.
  Bubba’s belief in the luck factor of fishing 
is almost borderline superstition. He has his 
lucky shirt, his lucky rod, his lucky shoes, 
his lucky socks, and his lucky underwear. As 
a matter of fact anything Bubba was using, 
wearing, or had in the boat when he caught 
a big fish is a new lucky token, and like an 
American Express Card, he won’t leave home 
without it. It would not surprise me at all that 
if Bubba ever catches a “State Record” we will 

probably see him on television. Can’t you just 
picture it coming on your TV, “Hi I’m Bubba, 
You don’t know me, that’s why I carry this 
card and 40,000 other things in my boat! Cause 
you never know when you’ll need more stuff!” 
With his luck he’ll probably do it some day!
  Bubba also believes that practice makes per-
fect! This is really a benefit to himself the 
most. To acquire the proper talent and tech-
niques of fishing a lot of practice is required. 
This requires Bubba to do a lot of fishing when 
Bubbette will let him and when he doesn’t 
have to work to make boat payments and buy 
stuff. Somewhere down the line it has changed 
from, “Honey can I go fishing?” to “Honey I 
need to go practice!” I don’t know how this 
sounds to Bubbette but to me it sounds more 
like piano lessons than fishing. But, it seems to 
work for Bubba and like he says, “Why change 
your line if it ain’t fraid?”
  
  So, while some anglers are taking Fishing 101 
and learning about the advantages of rising 
and falling barometric pressures and migra-
tory patterns of our scaly friends, Bubba will 
be playing hooky, hooky, hooky on the lake. 
He’ll be out there practicing fishing, praying, 
and hopefully being lucky.
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

*

Texas Game Wardens Wrap up Another Busy July Fourth Weekend of Statewide Enforcement
As Texans hit the waterways across the state 
to recognize July Fourth, Texas Game War-
dens were out in force to ensure everyone 
stayed safe on the water.
 “Texas Game Wardens partnered with thou-
sands of law enforcement agencies across 
the country for Operation Dry Water to fo-
cus on impacts of alcohol on boaters during 
high-traffic weekends like July 4th,” said 
Cody Jones, Assistant Commander for Ma-
rine Enforcement with the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department. “These efforts are rep-
resented in the work we did during the July 
4th weekend.”
 In addition to issuing 1,560 citations and 
1,976 warnings for various boating safety 
law violations, wardens arrested 49 individ-
uals for Boating While Intoxicated (BWI) 
and filed eight other charges for Driving 
While Intoxicated (DWI). Additionally, an-
other 23 people were arrested for various 
other charges.
 Texas Game Wardens also conducted mul-
tiple search and rescues over the holiday 
weekend. Additionally, they assisted with 38 

reportable boating accidents at several Texas 
lakes and rivers.
 Game wardens were involved statewide 
with numerous waterway assists or other in-
cidents.
 In Hunt County, game wardens responded 
to a reported drowning in the swim beach at 
West Tawakoni City Park. The patient was 
airlifted in critical condition but now is ex-
pected to make full recovery.
 Willacy County game wardens conducted a 
boating rescue just outside Port Mansfield 
Harbor. A recreational vessel capsized with-
in the intercoastal waterway on the way into 
Port Mansfield. Game wardens rescued four 
occupants who were in the water without 
personal floatation devices (PFDs). All oc-
cupants were safely taken to shore without 
injuries.
 Game wardens patrolling South Padre Island 
encountered a boat with too many people on 
board. When wardens approached to con-
duct a safety check, the boat took on water 
over the bow and three passengers fell off. 
No one was injured and all passengers were 

transported safely to land.
 Texas Game Wardens also dealt with one 
boating fatality and 10 open-water fatalities 
on Texas waterways over the Independence 
Day weekend. The boating-related fatality 
occurred on Canyon Lake. Open-water fa-
tality locations included the Lake Ray Hub-
bard, West Galveston Bay, Lake Houston, 
Lake Conroe, Guadalupe River, Lake Travis, 
Lake Texana, Canyon Lake and the Gulf of 
Mexico.
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3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,
Owners Dru & Deb Davis

“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Wednesday thru Saturday

6 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu

6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials

            Homemade Pies & Desserts
Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

Commercial Gulf Shrimp Season Opened  July 15

The Gulf  of  Mex -
ico commercial 
shr imp season for 
both s ta te  and fed-
eral  waters   re-
opened July 15, 
2022.  Biologis ts 
evaluate  the bio-
logical ,  social  and 
economic impact 
when deciding the 
opening date  to 
maximize the ben-
ef i ts  to  the indus-
t ry  and the publ ic .
 In  making i ts  de-
terminat ion,  the 
Texas Parks and 
Wildl i fe  Depart-
ment’s  (TPWD) 
Coastal  Fisher ies 
Divis ion used the 
best  avai lable  data 
f rom samples  col-
lected during rou-
t ine t rawls  and bag 

seines  in  June.
 “The annual  mid-
May closure pro-
tects  brown shrimp 
unt i l  they can 
reach larger,  more 
valuable  s izes  dur-
ing their  major  pe-
r iod of  emigrat ion 
from the bays to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexi -
co,”  said TPWD’s 
Coastal  Fisher ies 
Divis ion Director 
Robin Riechers .
 Federal  waters 
( f rom 9 to  200 
naut ical  miles 
offshore)  opened 
at  the same t ime 
that  s ta te  wa-
ters  opened.  The 
Nat ional  Marine 
Fisheries  Service 
chose to  adopt 
rules  compatible 

with those adopted 
by Texas.
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Answers on Page 21

“Really Pointing the Finger at the Weather!”

(See Pointing the finger.....
  Continued on Page 20)Hours

10 AM till
9 PM

Monday thru
Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
When You Build That Thirst

Hooking Those Big Bass,
We have what you want to 

quinch that thirst!
 Come & Visit Us!!!

We Have All Of 
Your Favorite 

Beverages Here!

By David Ozio

    “If you hang around Fork for any length of time you undoubt-
edly have noticed the drastic changes this lake has gone through 
especially on a year-to-year basis. I’m really pointing the finger 
at the weather and how it has affected the lake moving out of 
winter into spring then into the summer months. Last year we 
were way behind the curve on the summer pattern set up and 
this year it started two weeks before any normal time frame in 
the past. Couple that with many 100+ degree temp days in June, 
which is rare, followed by the same inferno days in July and it 
makes for a much different fishing environment. Add to the fact 
that the lake is almost seven feet low at the moment and the head 
scratching starts. 

  As I stated Lake Fork is currently about seven feet under pool 
level and water clarity is incredibly good across the expanse of 
the impoundment. Surface temps, at times, have been ranging 
from 88-92 degrees then we will have a nice segment of rain 
which drops it to the 85-87 level. These extremes have recently 
delegated where the bass have been holding with regard to struc-
ture. Shallow water temps have been much higher based upon 
lake location. Saw 92.5 just the other day on the main lake after 
several days of zero wind. Even with the surface temps are in the 
upper range, bass seem to be holding on the bottom relating to 
points, pond dams, ridges, roadbeds and hard structures. I have 
recently noticed when the surface temps are super high bass tend 
to be camped in the 12-16ft range. When the clouds and rain roll 
in, they drop back to the 20-24ft levels. As of this writing I have 
been catching bass shallow early and then fading back to the 20-
24ft range on the same structures to tangle with the bruisers. Tar-
geting these fish is the directive and your electronics will be the 
tool to getting the job done. I suspect as we roll into August the 
thermocline will rise up in the water column causing the bass to 
suspend. With the water temps being this warm at the moment, 
I really could see this happening at any time. Break lines have 
been the key to date as the big green fish just refuse to move up 
onto the tops of the humps and ridges. Could it happen in Au-
gust, stay tuned.
  Morning and late evening bass are no huge challenge as they 
will hit top water baits along with the squarebill crankbaits. Shad 

colors are always recommended and focus these efforts on main 
lake points. This action will be short lived as the bite dissipates as 
the sun starts to peek over the tree lines. This is when you shift 
gears and tie on a deeper diving crankbait and back out on these 
points and focus on the 8-15ft depth range. Same colors apply 
during this time of the year and covering water will be the ticket 
to success. Once mid morning is upon you, this will be the time 
to break out the Carolina and Texas rigs to probe the 20-26ft 
depths using any plastic of your choice. Big worms usually will 
get the job done and I favor any version of red during the sum-
mer months. Redbug is hard to beat especially if you see the bass 
on the screen and decide to tackle them using a drop shot. I opt 
for 12lb line on the drop shot in this situation and use a 3/8 ounce 
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Annual Leases Only

New Greater Roadrunner Conservation License Plate Available for Texas Drivers
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) launched the long-awaited greater 
roadrunner conservation license plate recently. 
The plate will raise money to help support and 
expand wildlife viewing programs and habitat 
conservation work in Texas.
 “The greater roadrunner is an iconic image for 
Texans that can be seen in every county of the 
state and is one of the toughest birds around—it’s 
even known for eating rattlesnakes,” said Shelly 
Plante, TPWD’s Nature Tourism manager. “It’s 
also one of the few birds people recognize and re-
member the first time they see it, given its unique 
profile—all of which makes it the perfect symbol 
for Texas wildlife viewing and nature tourism.”
  The public was invited to vote for their favorite 
design for the new roadrunner license plate last 
April and the winning design is on the new plate. 
The design shows the roadrunner in a proud, con-
fident stance, a signature look for this Texas bird.
 Texas wildlife photographer Hector Astorga has 
generously donated the image appearing on the 
plate. In 2020, Hector was named one of the “We 
Will Not Be Tamed” ambassadors for the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Foundation.
 “Wildlife photography opens people’s eyes to 
what we need to protect,” Astorga says. “That 
leads to conservation and preserving the habitat 
that these wild creatures need to survive.”
 Funding from sales of the roadrunner conserva-
tion license plate will help support and expand 
programs such as the Great Texas Wildlife Trails, 
Texas Paddling Trails and Great Texas Birding 
Classic, making it easier to find great places for 
Texans to view wildlife and enjoy nature.
 The  TPWD Conservation License Plate Pro-
gram has raised $10.5 million in the last 22 
years for wildlife and habitat conservation in 
Texas, according to program marketing lead, Ja-
nis Johnson. The 11 conservation plate designs 
include a horned lizard, largemouth bass, hum-
mingbird, white-tailed deer, bluebonnet, desert 
bighorn sheep and others. These plates benefit 
Texas fisheries and rivers, state parks, big game 
research and management and non-game wild-
life species management. All TPWD conserva-
tion specialty plates cost $30 a year, with $22 
supporting various programs and efforts. Plates 

can be purchased for vehicles, RVs/travel trail-
ers, trailers and motorcycles.
 “The conservation license plate program cre-
ates license plates that people enjoy and want to 
buy while also knowing their plate fee goes to 
the worthy cause of helping fund conservation 
projects in Texas,” added Plante.
 Learn more about roadrunners in Texas Parks 
& Wildlife magazine: “Wild Thing: A Need for 
Speed”.
 To buy a roadrunner plate or for more informa-
tion on TPWD’s conservation licenses plates, 
visit www.conservationplate.org/roadrunner.
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“The Moon Report”
“Fork’s Summertime Crappie and Bream”
By Terri Moon

  It finally set in – those 
100 degree days! The 
afternoons are way too 
hot for me – but, the 
mornings are very do-
able! In fact, surpris-
ingly pleasant!
  The bite has been best 
around mid-morning. 
They are gradually 
moving deeper and this 
week they are biting 
16-20 ft. in 20-30 ft. of 
water. I’m starting to 
see a thermocline set in 
at about 20 ft. It’s been 
a very light bite. 
  You need to really 
watch your line or 
you’re going to miss a 
lot of bites! It can be as 
subtle as a line twitch 
or if it goes slack, you 
need to instantly react. 
Stay in contact with 
your bait because loose 
line will lose fish! The 
crappie haven’t been 
on a feeding frenzy so 
you really have to opti-
mize every opportuni-
ty. The biggest mistake 
I see people make is 
once they set the hook, 
they will drop their 
rod tip leaving slack 
line and by the time 
they catch up to their 
bait, the fish is gone. 
So, keep that rod tip 
up and the line tight! 
A slow motion – no 
motion – presentation 
is working best for us 
right now so try real 
hard not to overwork 
your bait.
  The colors work-
ing for us are Monkey 
Milk, Blue Ice –  also 
Threadfin Shad or 
Caddo Morning. It just 
depends on the wa-

ter clarity in the area 
we’re fishing and the 
brightness of the time 
of day.
  The crappie have 
been in and out of the 
bridges and showing 
up on main lake points, 
humps and creek chan-
nel bends. Look for ar-
eas with drop-offs with 
access to shallower 
water. Look for balls 
of baitfish with your 
graph. This will give 
you an indication on 
how deep to fish. 
  Now as far as the 
bream fishing, it’s been 
fun! I have to admit 
I’ve been sneaking 
out there on my days 
off just to catch “me” 
some! These are hands 
down MY favorite fish 
to catch and eat! It’s 
really been a “hoot” 
watching the kids this 
month reel in these 
hard fighting bream! 
It’s so cute to watch 
them make memories 
they’ll remember for a 
lifetime!
  We’re finding them 
in 1-5 ft. around 
grasslines and willows. 
Then after the new and 

full moon times, they 
will back off in 5-15 
ft. in that same general 
area. Nightcrawlers or 
crickets on a slip bob-
ber or tightlined will 
work. I also keep a jar 
of Berkley’s Gulp 1” 
minnows in the boat in 
case I run across some 
nice bream in a brush 
pile!
  Wish you all the best 
out there. Stay hydrat-
ed, plenty of sun block 
and a bigger hat and 
enjoy the summer. 
  Before I close, I have 
to send a “HUGE” 
thank you to Brian 
Sartin for always be-
ing there for me when 
my trolling motor quits 
me! He has saved the 
day for me so many 
times and just want him 
to know how much all 
of us guides appreciate 
him!
  Also sending thoughts 
and prayers to all who 
are going through 
tough events in their 
lives. Wishing you all 
many blessings! 



  August              “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”              Page 9                  

Peggy McWhorter caught this nice Lake Fork  
bass while fishing with husband Mike. She 
caught the largest. Out fished you again.L.O.L.

Lake Fork guide Randy Oldfield caught this 
nice hawg 7/28/22. Caught, Photo, & Re-
leased. C.P.R.

Marshall Higginbotham caught this Lake 
Fork bass while fishing with guide Randy 
Oldfield in July.C.P.R.

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941     
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FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber 
           * Mary Ann * Samantha

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips 

Individual or Corporate 
Trips

Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

TPWD Accepting 2022-23 Drawn Hunt Permit Applications
New opportunities and scenery are available 
to hunters this fall through the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) drawn 
hunt permits program, now accepting appli-
cations for a shot at almost 10,000 permits in 
62 hunt categories.
 The permits allow drawn hunts on both 
public and private lands throughout Texas. 
Among the offerings available through the 
online system are hunts for white-tailed and 
mule deer, pronghorn, turkey, alligator, dove 
and guided packages for exotic species and 
bighorn sheep.
 “This season, we will conduct drawings in 
62 hunt categories,” said Kelly Edmiston, 
TPWD Public Hunting Program Coordinator. 
“These drawings include selections for U.S. 
Forest Service Antlerless Deer Permits, both 
adult and youth hunts, 18 e-Postcard Selec-
tions for hunters using the $48 Annual Public 
Hunting Permit (APH), and hunts conducted 
on 10 National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) in 
Texas.”
 Applicants for e-Postcard hunts and U.S. For-
est Service (USFS) Antlerless Deer Permits 
must have a current APH permit to apply.
 New areas included in this year’s drawn hunt 
catalog include the Muleshoe NWR and Pow-
derhorn State Park. Devil’s Sinkhole SNA, 
Lost Maples SP, Village Creek SP, and Ste-

phen F. Austin SP have re-entered the pro-
gram this season. TPWD also created two new 
NWR hunt categories, for Antlerless Deer and 
Alligator.
 An interactive map shows all drawn hunt op-
portunities by category or by area, and all ap-
plications, fee payments and permit issuance 
are handled electronically. To participate, ap-
plicants will need internet access, an email 
address and a credit or debit card. The cus-
tomer ID number from the applicant’s hunting 
or fishing license is the most effective way to 
access the system.
 Application fees are $3 or $10 depending 
on the hunt category. Adult hunters that are 
selected may also need to pay a Special Per-
mit fee of $80 for regular hunts and $130 for 
extended hunts. Some categories, such as the 
Youth-Only hunts, require no application fees 
or permit fees. Permits are open to resident 
and non-resident hunters alike.
 The first application deadlines are in August. 
Aug. 1 is the deadline for the alligator hunt 
categories, pronghorn, and private lands dove 
hunts, and Aug. 15 is the deadline for archery 

deer, general exotic and javelina. Application 
deadlines are the 1st and 15th of the month 
from Aug. 1 to Nov. 1. A full list of category 
deadlines can be found online. Hunters can 
apply up to 11:59 p.m. Central Time on the 
application deadline, and after the application 
is submitted, they can check their drawing sta-
tus online at any time.
 For more information or to get started in the 
application process visit the TPWD drawn 
hunts webpage. For questions, contact hunt@
tpwd.texas.gov or call (512) 389-4505 be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.



  August            “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”               Page 11                  

8414 W FM 515
Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-3232
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an elec-
trical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part, 
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized Mo-
torGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models 
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

CERTIFIED DEALER FOR THE ALL NEW LOWRANCE GHOST TROLLING MOTOR
SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Low-
rance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year lim-
ited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by 
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest 
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN 

FRONT OF THEM!!

(See World’s Largest Birding...........
                                                     Continued on Page 13)

World’s Largest Birding Tournament Raises Big Money for Texas Birds
  Famous for being the biggest,  longest, 
wildest birdwatching tournament in the 
country, this year ’s Great Texas Bird-
ing Classic raised $45,000 for projects 
to benefit  birds and other wildlife. Cele-
brating its 26th year, the tournament has 
raised $1.1 million for on-the-ground 
conservation work to acquire, restore 
and enhance wildlife habitat.
 More than 1,000 Texans from across the 
state participated in the all-ages compe-
tition to watch and listen for as many 
species of birds as possible.
 “The Great Texas Birding Classic takes 
place during the spectacular spring mi-
gration and this year did not disap-
point,” said Shelly Plante, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department Nature Tourism 
Manager. “Participants spotted a record 
425 species of birds. The tournament 
gives people a fun way to spend time 
outside while raising money for a good 
cause.”
 Youth team mentor Nicole Biggerstaff 
said, “We were so impressed with the 
kids’ ability to focus and identify birds. 
They were completely loving it .  I  real-

ly feel we’ve ignited a love for nature, 
the outdoors and birding in these young 
kids’ lives!”
 Winning Birding Classic teams get to 
select which projects to fund. The fol-
lowing is a list  of this year ’s conserva-
t ion grants awarded throughout Texas:
CENTRAL TEXAS 
$5,000 Intact Flock Lower Texas Coast 
Big Day Conservation Grant – Selected 
by Parking Lot Birders
Project:  Kerrville Bird Observatory Net-
work – submitted by Schreiner Univer-
sity, City of Kerrville,  Riverside Nature 
Center,  Nobilitea, Texan by Nature
Project Location: Kerrville,  Kerr County
$5,000 State Park Conservation Grant – 
Selected by Armadillo by Morning
Project:  Prairie Preservation, submitted 
by Mother Neff State Park Association
Project Location: Mother Neff State 
Park, west of Moody, Coryell County
$1,000 Heart of Texas East Big Sit! Con-
servation Grant – Selected by Birding on 
Broadmeade
Project:  Enhancing Circle Acres Nature 
Preserve Grassland and Wetland Habi-

tats – submitted by Ecology Action of 
Texas
Project Location: Austin, Travis County
DALLAS/FORT WORTH AND EAST 
TEXAS
$5,000 Lone Star Bird Award Conserva-
t ion Grant – Selected by Shore I Saw It
Project:  Birding Platform at Gazebo Na-
ture Preserve (at Lake Livingston Dam), 
submitted by Piney Woods Lakes Chap-
ter,  Texas Master Naturalist
Project Location: Livingston, Polk 
County
$1,000 Prairies and Pineywoods West 
Big Sit! Conservation Grant – Selected 
by Shore I Saw It
Project:  Trinity River Audubon Center-
Prairie Restoration – submitted by Trin-
ity River Audubon Center
Project Location: Dallas, Dallas County
GULF COAST
$10,000 Dispersed Flock Statewide Big 
Day Conservation Grant – Selected by 
Two Eagles & a Chick, sponsored by 
Deep South Marine, LLC
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Now Open
New Owner, 

New Management 
New Attitude 

Catfish/Seafood Buffet
All You Can Eat 
Plus Menu Items

Thursday thru Saturday
4 pm ~ 9 pm

Sunday ~ 11 am ~ 2pm
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World’s Largest Birding Tournament Raises Big Money for Texas Birds (Continued from Page 11)

Project:  Indiangrass Preserve Bird Blind 
and Wetland Restoration Project – sub-
mitted by Coastal Prairie Conservancy
Project Location: northwest of Houston 
(near Waller),  Waller County                                          
$5,000 Intact Flock Central Texas Coast 
Big Day Conservation Grant – Selected 
by Party Fowl
Project:  Packery Channel Oak Motte 
Sanctuary – submitted by Audubon Out-
door Club of Corpus Christi
Project Location: Corpus Christi ,  Nuec-
es County
$6,000 Total Grants:
$5,000 Sunrise to Noon Conservation 
Grant – Selected by Swarovski Wander-
ing Hawks, sponsored by Swarovski Op-
tik, North America
$1,000 Central Texas Coast Big Sit! Con-
servation Grant – Selected by Swarovs-
ki Optik Sitting Hawks, sponsored by 
Swarovski Optik, North America
Project:  Polliwog Pond – submitted by 
Audubon Outdoor Club of Corpus Christi
Project Location: Corpus Christi ,  Nuec-
es County
$1,000 Adult Statewide Big Day Dis-

persed Flock Conservation Grant – Se-
lected by Swarovski Optik Scattered 
Hawks, sponsored by Swarovski Optik, 
North America
Project:  Seabourne Creek Nature Park-
Wetland Enhancements – submitted by 
Coastal Prairie Chapter,  Texas Master 
Naturalist
Project Location: Rosenberg, Fort Bend 
County
$1,000 Upper Texas Coast Big Sit! Con-
servation Grant – Selected by Center-
point Wirebirds, sponsored by Center-
point Energy
Project:  Creation of Bird Viewing Area 
with Bird Bath/Water Feature at Bayside 
Regional Park – submitted by Galveston 
Bay Area Chapter,  Texas Master Natu-
ralist
Project Location: Bacliff,  Galveston 
County
WEST TEXAS
$5,000 Intact Flock Toyota Upper Texas 
Coast Big Day Conservation Grant – Se-
lected by Free Falling Falcons
Project:  BJ Bishop Wetlands: Creating 
Space for Birds and People – submitted 

by Big Bend Conservation Alliance
Project Location: Presidio, Presidio 
County
 This event is made possible by team 
sponsorships and registration fees, do-
nations from event sponsors Toyota and 
Texas Ornithological Society, and awards 
ceremony sponsor, Audubon Texas. For 
more information, visit  the TPWD Great 
Texas Birding Classic page
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~ Since 1984 ~ ~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2022 Bullet, Falcon, Xpress, 
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Arbala
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FM 1567 W.

# 290

Authorized Dealer Sales 
& Installation

CERTIFIED MECHANICS
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES 

& MODELS

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free

866-920-8331

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
DEALER FOR:  GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

290 FM 1567 WEST
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Plenty of Parking & Turn Around For You & Your Boat

1067A State Hwy. 37 South * Quitman, TX.,
903-492-3059

B.Y.O.B.         Open Tues. thru Sun. 11 A.M. to 9 P.M.         B.Y.O.B.
Call In Orders Welcome * Private Banquet Room For Large Parties

Daily Lunch Specials * Serving A Full Menu Of Delicious Italian
Classics For You To Choose From

Featuring Homemade Sauces From Scratch
Call In For Take Out Or Come In & Enjoy The Dining Area

Catering Services Available

Palo Duro Began Closing Four Trails During Extreme Heat Days for Visitor’s Safety
  To curb the risk for heat exposure to 
visitors,  Palo Duro Canyon State Park 
began closing select  trails  between 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. when the National 
Weather Service issues heat advisories 
for the area.
  Extreme heat at  Palo Duro Canyon 
State Park led to 47 recent rescue calls 
in under 48 hours.  Every year,  the park 
experiences a slew of distress calls dur-
ing the hot summer months,  stretching 
park staff  and emergency services thin.
  “Days when Palo Duro Canyon sees 
extreme heat are not only dangerous 
for visi tors,  but also our first  respond-
ers from around the community,” said 
Joe Allen,  Superintendent of Palo Duro 
Canyon State Park.  “This change will 
emphasize safe recreation in the heat 
and reduce the demand on fire and res-
cue teams.”
  The trails  subject to closure include 
Lighthouse; Comanche; Givens,  Spicer, 

Lowry (GSL); and Rock Garden. These 
trails  historically have had the most 
heat-related incidents and provide mini-
mal shade for hikers.  Closures will  be 
posted in advance on the Palo Duro Can-
yon State Park Facebook page and visi-
tors will  be able to access the trails  dur-
ing the cooler portions of the day.
 “Our number one priority is  the safety 
of our visitors and staff ,” added Allen.  
“This change will  help protect our visi-
tors during the most dangerous part  of 
the day on days with elevated risk.   For-
tunately,  visi tors will  be able to experi-
ence the canyon on other trails  during 
the heat of the day and all  trails  during 
the cooler t imes of the day.
 During these closures,  there continue 
to be numerous other trails  and recre-
ational opportunities to explore.
 “Trails l ike Rojo Grande and Paseo del 
Rio are more shaded and offer a great 
experience to guests,” said Allen.  “The 

Lighthouse formation is observable 
from the Visitor Center and Canyon Gal-
lery’s viewing scope from the comfort 
of air  conditioning. Visitors to the park 
will  st i l l  have a great experience and we 
hope a safe one.”
 The park has a longstanding partner-
ship with Texas Tech University’s West 
Texas Mesonet project and the National 
Weather Service to collect  temperature 
data daily on both the top rim and floor 
of the canyon. The data collection has 
produced beneficial  information over 
t ime including a real-t ime weather dash-
board at  the park Visitor Center.
  In 2018, data collection led the Nation-
al Weather Service to classify Palo Duro 
Canyon State Park as i ts’ own unique 
weather zone. The canyon represents a 
stand-alone microenvironment where 
weather events are unique. Heat radiates 
from the sun directly and from the rocks 
and soil  on the canyon floor.
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*

(See Great Outdoors Scavenger ... Continued on Page 18)

Join Texas Parks & Wildlife Magazine’s Great Outdoor Scavenger Hunt for Fun Summer Adventure
  Summer’s going by fast but there’s still time 
to jump in the car for an unforgettable road trip, 
near home or across the state.
 The Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine’s Great 
Outdoor Scavenger Hunt (GOSH) returns for a 
third year of carefree fun across Texas. Travel to 
various locations on the magazine’s list, take a 
selfie and post it with the hashtag #GOSH2022. 
Discover history, wildlife, parks, waterways and 
quirky attractions — plus some classic eateries to 
visit and an iconic Texas soundtrack on Spotify 
and Apple Music as a “bonus” to enjoy along the 
way.
 The GOSH 2022 challenge ends at midnight on 
Labor Day, Sept. 5.
 Select from seven regions: Dallas, Central Tex-
as, Houston, East Texas, Panhandle, South Texas 
and West Texas. Register on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife magazine website or the contest page,  
then find the spot, take a smiling selfie and tag 
it on Twitter or Instagram with #GOSH2022. 
Participants can also post and tag it on the mag-
azine’s Facebook page. Complete one or all 
GOSH activities.
 “We are so ready to hit the road for some fun,” 
says Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine editor 
Russell Roe. “GOSH inspires those day trips that 
make lifelong memories. Pack the ice chest and 
your swimsuits and hit the road for a summer of 

fun. Share selfies everywhere you go, and you’ll 
have bragging rights for being great Texas ad-
venturers.”
  East Texas road trippers can celebrate the “birth-
place of boogie woogie” by taking a selfie at the 
Ginocchio Hotel’s commemorative marker in 
Marshall, then head over to the Children’s Wad-
ing Pool at Tyler State Park for a cool-off. Fill up 
on your favorite smoked meat at Stanley’s, then 
walk it off on shady trails at Mission Tejas State 
Park, Lake o’ the Pines or Atlanta State Park. All 
the details can be found at GOSH 22 East Texas 
Region.
  In the Dallas area, take selfies on the terraced 
steps at the Fort Worth Water Gardens and in 
front of the family’s 1876 farmhouse at Penn 
Farm at Cedar Hill State Park. Stop in at Babe’s 
Chicken Dinner House to see the electro-mag-
netic wave contraption and go take a gander at 
the quirky Chairy Orchard in Denton. Explore 
the post hospital at Fort Richardson State Park 
and Historic Site. Check out more locations for 
the Dallas area at GOSH 2022 Dallas Region.
In Central Texas, learn about the Great Western 
Cattle Drive at Western Trail Heritage Park in 
Bandera. Take a refreshing break in the pool at 
Lockhart State Park and find Bear Creek Falls 
at Wild Basin Wilderness Preserve. Search for 
mermaid statues all around San Marcos and the 

Willie Nelson statue in Austin. Step under the 
huge cherry pie slice sculpture over the door to 
indulge yourself at the Texas Pie Company in 
Kyle. Visit GOSH 2022 Central Texas Region 
for more information.
  In the Houston area, head to the five miles of 
coastline at Sea Rim State Park and snap your 
selfie on the nature boardwalk. Enjoy a musical 
interlude with Janis Joplin’s Porsche replica in 
Port Arthur and follow the Father of Texas to 
Stephen F. Austin State Park in San Felipe. Have 
some Blue Bell from the factory in Brenham 
while you enjoy the world’s longest car wash at 
Buc-ee’s in Katy. GOSH 2022 Houston Area has 
more details.
  In the Panhandle,  check out the Texas State  
Longhorn Herd, then snap a selfie under the 
“Texas” archway at the Pioneer Amphitheater 
at Palo Duro Canyon State Park. Spend a day in 
nearby Canyon exploring the exhibits at Panhan-
dle-Plains Historical Museum. At Lake Fryer, 
or camp out and enjoy the fishing. Movie buffs 
will enjoy seeing the Tower Station in Shamrock 
for a glimpse at the inspiration for a location in 
Pixar’s Cars. For more information about GOSH 
22 locations in the Panhandle, check out GOSH 
2022 Panhandle Region.
In South Texas,  wildlife abounds, so follow the 
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We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  To  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

2022 Skeeter FXR21 APEX

2022 Skeeter FXR20 APEX

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W. Hwy. 154

Lake Fork
9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

PROUD TO BE PART OF 
THE HERITAGE 
NEW FOR 2022

YAMAHA TECHNICIAN IN HOUSE

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com
“Branches of First Nation Bank

Of East Texas, Gilmer”

Great Outdoor Scavenger Hunt (Continued from Page 17)

birds to Quinta Mazat-
lan, one of nine World 
Birding Center spots 
in the region and snap 
a selfie by the ornately 
carved door. Sea Turtle 
Inc. on South Padre Is-
land is a must-see for 
up-close experiences, 
then head over to the 
Laguna Madre Nature 
Trail’s boardwalk to 
walk among roseate 
spoonbills and herons. 
Snap a selfie at world’s 
largest killer bee stat-
ue in Hidalgo. Visit 
GOSH 2022 South 
Texas Region for more 
information.
In West Texas,  Bal-
morhea is back after 
repairs, so it’s time to 
swim with the fish in 
the state park’s incred-
ible spring-fed pool. 

The Barton Warnock 
Visitor Center,at the 
eastern entrance of 
Big Bend Ranch State 
Park, is newly reno-
vated or find the “best 
little bird blind in Tex-
as” at Davis Mountains 
State Park. Turn the 
camera around to place 
yourself among your 
musical heroes at the 
Printco Building mural 
in Alpine. Visit GOSH 
2022 West Texas for 
more information.
 See how to enter, rules, 
where to upload your 
selfies and more infor-
mation on challenge 
locations regionally 
or statewide at TPWD 
GOSH 2022.
 Complete all the ac-
tivities in a region and 
you’ll get a handsome, 

downloadable certifi-
cate commemorating 
your achievement, 
along with a shout-
out in a future issue of 
Texas Parks & Wildlife 
magazine, in which 
we’ll salute our GOSH 
participants. State-
wide completers win a 
chance at other prizes.
 Regional graphics 
highlighting GOSH 
challenge locations 
across Texas can be 
found on the TPWD 
Flickr Page.
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”

TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School 
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake 
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA re-
quests donations of new and used fishing 
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, and 
refurbished. Items will be further donated to 
area high school fishing teams.  
Call Pat Kostial, 760-458-7885 or Terry 
Long, 214-206-7504 for more information or 
to arrange a donation.

By Carolyn West, LFSA President

  July has been a brutal month for Lake Fork.  
Breaking one high temperature record after an-
other has caused evaporation from this great res-
ervoir.  On a positive note, when life gives you 
lemons, make lemonade.  We are seeing families 
enjoying the newly created “sandbars” with their 
children swimming and floating as they picnic.
Another noticeable change is the growth of vege-
tation seen along the shoreline behind homes and 
around docks.  I recently met with Jake Norman, 
Division Supervisor of Texas Parks and Wildlife 
and two technicians from the Tyler Fisheries.  I 
was part of a discussion a couple of weeks ago 
about the huge amount of grass and weeds grow-
ing along the shorelines in residential areas and 
there were suggestions that the grass could be re-
moved or cut down.  Jake remarked that he had 
calls from landowners asking for advice about 
controlling the grasses.  He reminded them that 
he recognizes the growth may be thick and high 
but that too is part of Lake Fork. He would sug-
gest if the grass has surrounded a dock and made 
it difficult to use the dock, clearing enough for 
access and use of the dock would be understood.  
However, he said Texas Parks and Wildlife wants 
the vegetation to stay in place elsewhere. It should 
not be mowed, chopped, or removed.  When the 
lake level returns to normal, the grasses will be 
good for the lake. Afterall, it is habitat for the 
fish, helps to prevent erosion and is a natural oc-
currence as the lake changes.
  Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association has tradi-
tionally been a sponsor of a raffle at the local 
tournaments as our main source of revenue an-
nually.  We have a Spring Raffle and a Fall Raf-
fle. During our Spring Raffle 2022, we noticed a 
change in the participation from those attending 
the Bass Tournaments.  So many comments were 
made about the attendees having to limit their 

spending due to the rising cost of gas, food, and 
incidentals.  We understand completely as we 
saw the costs of our raffled items increase.  LFSA 
has made the decision to forego the Fall Raffle 
and reconsider in 2023.  If the economy returns 
to a healthier state, we will love to be back at the 
tournaments with our raffle greeting the tourna-
ment entrants and their families as we have for 
many years. 
  Currently, our membership is in the procure-
ment stage of the Lake Fork Habitat Enhance-
ment Project as a result of a grant awarded to us 
through the Habitat and Angler Access Program 
from TPWD.  A newly designed Fragment Seed 
Generator will be used to grow vegetation and 
harvest the seeds for distribution in Lake Fork.  

Floating planters will be deployed with grasses 
such as Coontail.  Local high school greenhous-
es will be used to grow vegetation to be planted 
in Lake Fork by the Agriculture students.  This 
project has been planned for almost a year and 
finally, all hurdles have been solved and when 
the schools open for the new school year, LFSA 
will proudly work with the students to build the 
structures and grow the grasses.
  Lake Fork was recently chosen by the Tyler 
NBC Channel KETK to be featured on their 
Small Town Texas series.  The crew produced 
a nice tribute to the lake and as part of the live 
broadcast, Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association 
had a brief chance to talk about our mission and 
projects.  We were proud to be a part of the series.
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George Tabone with   
David Ozio

Melanie McSwane 
with David Ozio

Zach Turner with 
David Ozio

Wes Tachibana with 
David Ozio

weight on calm days, 1/2 ounce weight on the windy outings. If 
you are strictly after the biggest fish in any school, break out the 
one ounce football jig with matching trailer and hang on for dear 
life when the rod tip loads up. Fluorocarbon lines in the 17-20lb 
range work well for this application and make sure you use the 
San Diego Jam knot to reduce break offs. As a matter of fact, use 
the jam knot on all line sizes of fluorocarbon line. It will be a very 
smart move.
  The other half of this deep bass equation equates to these sus-
pended fish. These are much tougher to catch and require great 
patience both in locating them and putting them into the boat. 
Again, the electronics play a huge roll in determining where 

these fish are holding in the water column and then there is the 
challenge of matching the right lure with the conditions. If it is 
windy on that given day, choose the flutter spoon as your means 
of attack. Size may matter so try smaller versions first then gravi-
tate to the magnum beast if the bite is good. Colors may also vary 
based upon cloud cover, silver on clear days and gold when the 
light level is much lower. If there is no wind period, tie on a mag-
num fluke in any shad color using a 7/0 hook only. In both cases, 
experiment with the countdown to establish the correct depth 
range of the given lure. Remember that sequence when a toad 
grabs hold of the bait and stretches your line into oblivion.
 
   I hope this helps and gives you a starting point on your Lake 
Fork adventure. If you are headed out to Lake Fork in August 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a part 
of this trophy quest. I still have a few dates open in August and 
some in September. I also have gift certificates available if you 
have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge 
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at 
skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow me on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/DavidOzioLakeForkGuide. I would also 
like to thank Okuma Fishing USA, Talon Lures and Dakota 
Lithiums for making my job the blast that it is. I hope to see a lot 
of you on the water. Romans 10:13. “Everyone who calls upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed 
day.” 

903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups
Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight

Covered Pavilion • Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

               Boat Ramp
                               Playground For The   

           Children

“Pointing the Finger at the Weather!”(Continued from Page 6)

3490 S FM 2869
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-769-3600

3404 N Fourth St
Longview, TX 75605
903-252-4444
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

Texas Trails Bassmaster of Lake Fork
By Kenny LaDuke

  Lake Hawkins was 
the site of the Texas 
Trails Bassmasters 8th 
tournament of the 2022 
season. 
  It has been a hot sum-
mer already in Texas 
with multiple days over 
100 degrees which can 
make the fishing a little 
difficult but if you can 
make the sacrifices and 
get on the water early 
and enjoy the cooler 
morning temperatures, 
it is always reward-
ing. Reports of a lot 
of smaller fish being 
caught seemed to be 
the overall consensus 
and the bigger fish be-
ing elusive but a few 
anglers were able to 
catch some and bring 
them to the scales.
  Guest Ryan Robinett 
brought in 4 fish for 
the win with a weight 
of 9.93 Lbs. Kenny 
LaDuke weighed in 4 
fish at 7.19 lbs for 2nd 
place. Chad Marsh 3rd 
place with 3 fish for 
7.02 Lbs.  Kevin Bates 
brought in the biggest 
fish of the day at 4.02 
lbs.
  Texas Trails Bassmas-
ters is a club around 
Lake Fork , Texas  and 
they fish surrounding 
lakes with one tourna-
ment a month ( mostly 
on Sat.) and a two day 

club championship. If 
you are an angler that 
is looking for a great 
group of fellow out-
doorsmen, then please 
feel free to contact me,  
Kenny LaDuke, or Don 
Hampton and join our 
club. We have had sev-
eral new members join 

this year and you could 
be part of the fun.
  Come out and fish 
our open on Lake Fork 
on October 22, 2022. 
Great fun and raffle 
prizes will be avail-
able. See ad on Page 
12 for more informa-
tion and entry form.
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items 
are compiled from 
recent Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment law enforce-
ment reports.
--A Sinking Feel-
ing--While patrol-
ling along the Trin-
ity River, a Houston 
County game warden 
saw some unusual tire 
marks near the river-
bank. A month later, 
he was notified that 
local authorities had 
spotted a partially 
submerged vehicle in 
the river where he had 
previously spotted 
the tire marks. Leon 
County game war-
dens then responded 
by boat in order to 
assist with the truck’s 

recovery. After further 
inspection, the truck 
was found to be stolen 
out of Brazos County 
a month prior. The in-
vestigation is still on-
going.
--Don’t Bother 
Knockin’-- An Or-
ange County game 
warden received a 
call from a Bridge 
City resident who had 
discovered a large al-
ligator on their front 
porch. At this point, 
there was no time to 
refer the resident to an 
animal control techni-
cian, so the warden 
responded himself. 
When he arrived, he 
discovered that the 
home was located 
next to a drainage 

ditch that connected 
to a nearby marsh. 
The resident’s fence 
had been damaged 
during a recent thun-
derstorm, allowing 
the alligator access to 
the area. The warden 
was able to capture the 
gator, which measured 
close to eight feet, and 
relocated it to a marsh 
within a Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depart-
ment Wildlife Man-
agement Area.
--Ya Snooze Ya Lose- 
While patrolling 
around Lake Somer-
ville, a Washington 
County game war-
den noticed a vehicle 
parked in the road 
with its flashers on. 

“Celebrating Our
25th Anniversary!”
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Shake Your Pork Chop Paranoia

There’s no need to shun meats like pork in or-
der to stay healthy. Enjoy this delicious pork 
recipe!               

By Sue Hampton

  In the quest for a healthier lifestyle, 
many people limit their consumption of 
meat, thinking it con-tains high amounts 
of saturated fat and cholesterol. Howev-
er, in most instances that’s not the case 
at all.  Pork, for example, despite it’s bad 
repu-tation is one of the healthiest meats 
out there. Did you know that a three-
ounce serving of pork tenderloin – the 
leanest cut – contains only 139 calories 
and 4.1 grams of fat, amounts compa-
rable to a skinless chicken breast? Pork 

is called a “white meat” because of it’s 
color as well as it’s low fat content.
  Try this delicious pork recipe!
Pan-Seared Loin 
of Pork With Derry 
Apple Relish
1 –  2-pound boneless loin of pork 
trimmed of excess fat
3 tablespoons butter
1 onion, diced
¼ cup all-purpose flour, seasoned with 
salt and pepper
1 tablespoon safflow-er oil
2 Granny Smith ap-ples, cored and sliced
1 rib celery, diced fine
1 teaspoon finely chopped sage
½ teaspoon chopped rosemary
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 teaspoons orange zest
1-1/2 cups apple cider
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
(fresh basil leaves, for garnish)
1. Slice pork into eight equal pieces.
2. In a heavy-bottomed skillet, over me-
dium heat, melt butter. Add onion and 
celery, sweat, without coloring, two min-
utes. Transfer to 2-quart casserole dish.
3. Dust pork pieces with seasoned flour.
4. In a skillet, over high heat, sear pork 
pieces in the oil.  Remove.
5. Arrange apples on top of onion in the 

casserole dish. Add the pork, mixed with 
the remaining ingredients.
6. Bring to a boil. Cover, lower heat and 
simmer for one hour.
7. Transfer the pork, apple and onions 
to a serving platter. Reduce the cooking 
liquid by half. Strain and pour over the 
pork. Garnish with fresh basil leaves.
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Game Warden Field Notes (Continued from Page 22)  

                       (Continued on Next Page)

When the warden approached the vehicle, he 
noticed that the subject inside had fallen asleep. 
Upon waking the person, the warden asked him 
to step out of the vehicle, revealing a meth pipe 
in plain view. The subject was then detained, 
and a search was performed on the vehicle. The 
search turned up almost 6 grams of suspected 
meth, tablets of suspected Xanax and marijua-
na, along with multiple forms of paraphernalia. 
The subject was taken into custody and multiple 
citations were issued.
--Ghosted--Lake Belton is known as a great 
spot for jugline fishing. However, this can some-
times cause problems with “ghost fishing”, kill-
ing fish and littering in the lake. A Bell County 
game warden cleaned up over 40 improperly 
marked or derelict juglines along the north end 
of the lake. Unfortunately, there were many jug-
lines that the warden had to leave behind as his 
boat couldn’t store any more. As a result of his 
clean-up effort, one 20” and one 16” blue cat-
fish were returned to the lake. Multiple citations 
were issued to all individuals identified with il-
legal juglines. More patrols will be scheduled to 
pick up remaining equipment and citations will 
be issued.
--Wait Until Your Mother Hears About This!-- 
A McLennan County game warden contacted a 
subject that had been identified through a Face-

book post sent to him by a Colorado game war-
den. The post was made in December of 2019 
but then quickly deleted. In the post the subject 
admitting to shooting ducks over the limit and 
wounding several more. The same individual 
had been cited earlier in 2020 for duck hunting 
a week early. The subject was eventually located 
after contacting his mother. When the game 
warden presented the subject with the Facebook 
post, he confessed to shooting four red heads 
and two mallards over the limit the day the post 
was made. He then confessed to there being a 
second individual with him that day that shot 
two mallards and three Wigeons over his limit. 
Contact was made with the second subject and 
he also complied, giving a full confession. Both 
claimed they read the Outdoor Annual incor-
rectly. Citations were issued and restitution was 
assigned.
--Ditch and Pitch--A Burleson County game 
warden was dispatched to a call of a man walk-

ing down a road yelling for help. More infor-
mation then came in regarding a single roll-
over accident near the same location. The game 
warden was the first on scene and discovered a 
vehicle in the roadway with its front smashed 
in. Witnesses still on scene with the vehicle said 
that the driver left on foot. Another vehicle was 
found in the ditch nearby with the driver still 
inside. The game warden dispatched medics to 
the area. Once backup arrived, the warden drove 
the immediate area searching for the man who 
fled the scene. A man fitting the description was 
located at a nearby gas station. The man’s story 
didn’t make sense, but he did admit to drink-
ing that night. The man had seatbelt burns on 
his stomach and chest. The witnesses to the ac-
cident were brought over for a drive-by ID and 
confirmed he was the individual they had seen 
leaving the scene. The incident was handed over 
to DPS and charges are pending.

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area
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--Bare Necessities--While patrolling near Lake 
Sam Rayburn, a Sabine County game warden 
noticed a naked man running across the road 
from the water into a makeshift tent. The man 
soon emerged wearing an oversized pair of 
pants. The warden then contacted dispatch, 
who advised that the subject was wanted on 
three felony warrants out of Sabine County. The 
man’s actions and demeanor led the warden to 
ask a female subject with the man for consent 
to search their vehicle but was denied. A canine 
officer was called and upon arriving to the scene 
quickly alerted to the presence of narcotics. 
Meth, along with the man’s wallet, was located 
inside a pair of pants in a bookbag found in the 
bed of the truck. He was arrested and taken to 
Sabine County Jail. The case is pending.
--Having a Baaaad Day--Game wardens were 
conducting water safety patrols of Lake Amistad 
when they encountered a baby goat in the water 
near shore. The goat had fallen into the lake and 
due to a broken leg was unable to get back out. 
The game wardens found the goat in the nick of 
time and saved it from potential starvation or 
drowning.
--Grin and Bear It--A Titus County game war-
den and a Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
biologist responded to a call about a black bear 

that had been photographed from a homeown-
er’s back porch. This was one of five bears that 
had been photographed in the northeast Texas 
region this season alone.
--Pier Pressure--Two Polk County game war-
dens were patrolling Lake Livingston when they 
began watching a vessel as it approached a boat 
ramp nearby. Onboard, the male operating the 
boat switched places with a female subject be-
fore switching again once they approached the 
dock. When the wardens contacted the male 
subject, they detected a strong smell of alcohol. 
A standard field sobriety test was conducted, 
and the male was arrested for Boating While In-
toxicated. His charges were enhanced to a Class 
A misdemeanor due to this being his second in-
toxication offense. Charges are pending.
--Whiskey River--While patrolling the Neches 
River, a Hardin County game warden stopped a 
small aluminum boat for not displaying naviga-
tion lights. Three men were in the boat, one of 
whom was passed out on the floor of the boat. 
The warden performed a water safety inspection 
and in addition to there not being enough life 
jackets on board, the warden found beer cans 
and whiskey bottles strewn about the boat. The 
boat’s operator admitted that he had consumed 
several beers, and had taken a couple of shots 

of whiskey, prior to operating the boat. The 
warden conducted a standard field sobriety test 
once the subject was on shore. The man operat-
ing the boat was placed under arrest for Boat-
ing While Intoxicated and then booked into the 
Harden County Jail. His case is pending.
--Up to the Gills in Trouble--After observing 
signs of possible illegal gill netting activities 
along the Nueces River, game wardens patrolled 
the area for two days before observing two men 
launching a small paddle boat into the river. The 
men had no fishing poles but instead had two 
large buckets with lids. The wardens walked the 
shoreline, following the boat for over a mile, ob-
taining video of the individuals actively gill net-
ting from the concealment of brush. The men 
attempted to hide the gill nets in the buckets 
upriver, prior to loading up the boat. Once the 
boat was loaded, one of the subjects returned 
to retrieve the buckets. Wardens contacted the 
men and found 200 yards of gill net along with 
six large alligator gar. The boat and illegal fish-
ing devices were seized. Multiple cases were 
filed including Over the Daily Bag Limit on al-
ligator gar, Illegal Means and Methods and In-
sufficient Number of PFDs. One of the men had 
been caught by wardens before for the same vio-
lations.

Service Marine on Lake Fork
NOW IN THEIR 30TH YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 

touch of a button 
and keep your boat 

securely in place, 
even in heavy wind 

and current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909 visit us online at:

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha
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LAND FOR SALE 
for RV, Mobile Home 
or House; Pool; Pier; 
Ramp; Gated Entry. 
903-878-7265. 

Hefner Group Insurance

DISCOUNTS UP TO 40%

www.hefnergroup.com

AUTO BOATATVHOME

MINEOLA			   903-569-5115
MARSHALL			   903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE		  903-769-5566
TYLER				    903-509-2468
LONGVIEW			   903-297-6787	 	
	

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina
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Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $18 per inch

Ducks ~ $325
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule Aug. thru Oct.

2022

October

September

Aug. 1 ~ Victory Bass Night
Lake Fork Marina

Aug. 8 ~ Victory Bass Night
Lake Fork Marina

Aug. 15 ~ Victory Bass Night
Lake Fork Marina

Aug. 21 ~ North Texas Bass Assassins
Lake Fork Marina

Aug. 29 ~ Victory Bass Night
Lake Fork Marina

August Excellence In Painting
by David R. Young
Interior ~ Exterior

Texture Repairs
30+ Years Experience
All Work Guaranteed

903-474-0403

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

Oct. 8 ~ Maddog 
Oak Ridge Marina

Oct. 15&16~ Berkley
Lake Fork Marina

Oct. 22 ~Texas Trails Bassmasters Open
Oak Ridge Marina

Oct. 22~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Sept. 16, 17, 18 ~ Sealy Outdoors
Lake Fork Marina

Sept. 24  ~  JC Outdoors
Minnow Bucket 
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