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AMATEUR BASS ANGLERS
COMPETE
FOR
$500,000
GUARANTEED CASH & PRIZES
Hourly Payouts, Prize Packages and Open
Drawings for Your Next Chance to Win
Bob Sealy, CEO and
Tournament Director
of Sealy Outdoors
Big Bass Splash
went to Lake Fork
on Thursday, August
25th to evaluate the
lake levels and to
see the lake for himself, so that he could
make the best decision possible for the
safety and well being
of our anglers. After
returning from Lake
Fork, Bob is pleased
to inform everyone
that the Big Bass
Splash will continue as scheduled for
September 16-17-18.

Fishing, Family &
Fun at the Big Bass
Splash presented by
Sealy Outdoors will
be held on Lake Fork
September 16, 17, 18.
$500,000 Guaranteed
in Cash and Prizes
with 1st Place Overall winning a 2022
Phoenix 721 Pro XP
Powered by Mercury equipped with
Minn Kota, Lowrance, Power Pole
and Navionics; 2022
RAM Truck Plus….
$5,000 CASH!
Fifteen places will
be paid in cash each
hour of each tourna-

ment day beginning
with the 7-8 AM
hour and continuing
through the 1-2 PM
hour for the fifteen
single heaviest bass
weighed in. Heaviest
Bass each hour will
win $2,500! Hourly updates will be
broadcasted live on
KMOO 99.9 FM.
Contestant(s)
weighing in the first
2.50 exact weight
bass each day of
the tournament will
win
$5,000,
the
contestant(s)
who
(See Big Bass Splash ....
Continued on Page 4)

Robbie Livar was attending 2022 Lake Fork CAMP BASS, and was
fishing with boat captain Hunter Myncrief when he caught his personal best on 7/28/22. His bass measured 24.25” in length (over the slot)
and weighed 8.6-pounds. For his great catch he won the 2022 BASS
CAMP Big Bass Award. C.P.R.

“May Everyone Have
A Safe and Happy
Labor Day”
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork
Located on 515

Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

Website: www.scenic515cabins.com
Email: scenic515mascha@gmail.com
Mascha Taylor ~ Property Manager

Great Lodging Accomodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave
* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House
“Great Rates”
Make Your Reservations
Today!!!
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“Bubba may not be cool, but does his best to stay cool, and a lot more to keep Bubbette cool!”
By Don Hampton

Bubba has on more than one occasion stated that it
is never too hot to fish, but I do believe that with the
hot days in July and August, he may change his mind.
His new way of thinking is that his body temperature
is 98.6-degrees so anytime it is hotter than that, it is just
too hot to fish! I am sure a couple of days on tournament when the heat index was pushing 105 degrees he
came to this conclusion.
I’ve seen Bubba fishing in some pretty severe weather. One thing is for sure he’ll never be classified in the
WFWF. For those that have no clue as to this meaning he came up with… it means ‘Wimpy Fair Weather
Fishermen’!
True Bubba prefers cold weather because the way he
figures it he can always wear more clothes but in the
hot weather if you take off too many clothes, you’ll get
a sunburn where you really don’t want one!
He does have his ways of staying cool while fishing. I
do believe he has a fan fetish! He has one little box fan
in his boat that runs on eight D cell batteries. When the
wind quits blowing, he has the fan to break the stillness.
Bubba even has one that hangs around his neck. I think
he bought this one just because of the brand name. It’s
called an O’2-Cool...need I say more!! If you see him
with it on, it looks like an IPOD, but don’t be fooled,
he’s not that cool while fishing!

In cases of extreme heat he keeps a spray bottle of
water in his ice chest. He’ll spray himself down, put on
his Foreign Legion looking hat, adjust his fans, and just
keep trying to rip-a-lip!!
I’d have to classify all of this as extreme ‘Fishing
Dedication’! I asked Bubba once if it was all worth it
and his reply was, “Heck yeah...just one bite makes it
all alright!” He went on to explain, “I can get cool and
comfortable when I get home, but I can’t catch a bass,
sitting on my Lazy Boy!” Well, that makes sense to us!
One thing Bubba does know is that Bubbette is not
going to let the house get hot. Some of their friends that
come over to visit have even remarked how they could
‘hang meat’ in their living room. Some even bring their
jackets over to visit. I think Bubba only works sometimes to buy fans, pay his electric bill, and of course buy
fishing stuff.
One of Bubba’s worst experiences with Bubbette was
when he came in from a fishing trip and the air conditioner had gone out. Needless to say, she was hot in
more ways than one! That is the day Bubba got the true
definition of a woman having a “Hot Flash”!! Bubbette
was steaming, the house was steaming, and all that heat
was directed at hot and tired Bubba. I do believe at that
time he was wishing he was back on his boat with his
fans and spray bottle!
Well, Bubba had to do something fast and unfortunately for me I was included because he would need

help installing a new air conditioner. Going shopping
with Bubba when the heat has been directed his way
is not something I would recommend. We jumped in
his truck and drove to the nearest place that sold air
conditioners. This was about 15 miles up the road and
for the entirety of the trip he kept repeating, “Be Cool!
Get Cool! Stay Cool!” Well, we got to the store pretty
quick! A racing fan would have thought that it was cool
but I think my rear took a bite out of the seat in his truck.
We made it to the store I think in about 10 minutes and
Bubba began checking out the air conditioners. Even
though the store was cool, Bubba wasn’t and the friendly salesman didn’t stand a chance when he approached
him. “Need an air conditioner,” he casually remarked.
I just knew a sarcastic “duh” was going to come out
of Bubba’s mouth but all he said was, “Yep”! Then the
salesman unknowingly made his tragic mistake when
he asked, “How much BTU Output are you looking
for?” I cringed when Bubba said, “Look I don’t know
nothin’ bout no B-T-U Output, but I got a B-U-T-T, as
wide as a T-U-B that if I don’t get it cooled I’ll be PUT
OUT!” This remark got Bubba all fixed up with just
what he needed and he even got a 20% discount which
he thought was really cool!!
I’m glad the heat spells don’t last for long periods of
time. I can deal with Bubba getting hot under the collar
but when Bubbette gets hot under the collar everybody
better “Fan Out”!!
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Big Bass Splash (Continued from Page 1)
weighs in the heaviest bass under the
slot each day will
win $5,000 and the
contestant(s)
who
weighs in the first
exact weight bass
over the slot each
day will win $5,000
as well. In addition,
all contestants are eligible to win a 2022
Phoenix 721 Pro XP
Powered by Mercury,
equipped with Minn
Kota and Lowrance
in the famous “Elimination Drawing”.
“You Can’t Win if
You Don’t Play” Optional Bonus Games
such as the Bonus
Card “AKA” Insurance Card & Bonus
Shirt Hours can win
you additional cash.

Children ages five
to twelve may participate in the Little
Anglers
Division
and win medals and
cash for their winning catches of bass,
catfish, crappie or
perch.
Registration is open
online for the Big
Bass Splash Presented by Sealy Outdoors
benefitting St. Jude
Children
Research
Hospital. To enter,
visit www.sealyoutdoors.com.
Early
Bird
Registration
Deadline is Tuesday,
September 6. Onsite
Registration will be
at Lake Fork Marina
from 10 AM – 8 PM
on Thursday, September 15. Regis-

September
tration will continue
each morning starting at 5 AM until 4
PM on days of the
tournament. Tournament Entry Fees are
$165 for One Day,
and $215 for Two
Days, $265 for Three
Days: The Little Anglers Division entry
fee is $10 per Day.
The Big Bass Splash
events are considered to be the world’s
largest
grassroots
amateur big bass
fishing tournament
of its kind. The Big
Bass Splash attracts
(Continued on Next Page)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:

Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp
Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online
www.gofishfork.com

September
thousands of amateur anglers to these
weekend events. It’s
what we call “Fishing, Family and Fun”
for everyone. A portion of the proceeds
from
registration
fees will go to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Sponsors
includes

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”
Phoenix Boats, Mercury Marine, Minn
Kota,
Lowrance,
Power Pole, TH
Marine,
Shimano,
X2Power Batteries,
Navionics,
Costa
Sunglasses,
Texas
Fish & Game, RAMWeaver Motors of
Kirbyville, TX and
Wood County.
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For more information go to www.
sealyoutdoors.com
or call our office
at
888.698.2591.
Please follow us on
facebook.com@BigBassSplash1984, Instagram @bigbasssplash and Tik Tok at
bigbasssplash1984.

3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,

Owners Dru & Deb Davis
“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Wednesday thru Saturday
6 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu
6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials
Homemade Pies & Desserts

Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome
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“The Shallow Bite is About To Explode!”
By David Ozio

“We have had to deal with some insane, radical, weather this year and this summer was one
to remember. June had unseasonable temps over
a hundred degrees that flowed well into July.
This August was more on the cooler side with a
monstrous rain that pushed the lake up two feet
from it’s near historic lows. Looking into the fall,
what’s next? Hurricane? It is what it is and we will
have had to deal with it. The good news is that the
shallow bite may start to come alive as bank vegetation is starting to get covered up as the water has
risen. September usually sees cooler temperatures

anyway which sends the surface water temps into
a decline. Again, the shallow bite may explode as
we head through the month.
With all this being said, backs of creeks may be
the starting point if you are looking for consistent
action. Shad will start to migrate to these areas of
the lake and schooling activity will start to take
place as the water begins to cool. Top water baits,
squarebills, Texas rigged worms and shaky heads
and drop shots will lead the attack especially early and late. The lake is currently five and a half
feet under pool and shallow water vegetation is
taking root all over the lake. New grass growth
from months of low water line most all coves and
creek banks. Bass love this new aquatic growth
as it provides shade and protection from the summer sun and cover to ambush baitfish. If it is a
cloudy day, the yellow magic might be the call
for the entire day along this vegetation. A sunny
day would probably require the Texas rig or shaky
head fished in the same shallow areas. Water clarity will determine the color of the plastics needed,
dark hues for heavily stained water and translucent colors for the much clearer water.
Once you reach the midday time frame, I would
start looking to the deeper areas of the lake,

humps, ridges, road beds and pond dams for the
larger bass. The football jig is hard to beat during
this time of the year and the 3/4oz Talon Custom
football jig is the best choice for the job. Add a
Talon Repo Craw trailer and your ready to tackle
the heavy weights of the lake. As of lately, I have
found that setting the boat on the shallowest part
of the structure and casting out to the deep areas
has produced more bites than the reverse scenario.
The Carolina rig will also be a “go to” presentation for the same application. I would use a long
leader with a 3/0 hook and a Talon Custom Big
10 inch Swamp Wiggler Worm. When you get a

Hours
10 AM till
9 PM
Monday thru
Saturday
Closed
Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

When You Build That Thirst
Hooking Those Big Bass,
We have what you want to
quinch that thirst!
Come & Visit Us!!!
We Have All Of
Your Favorite
Beverages Here!

Answers on Page 21

September

(See The Shallow Bite.....
Continued on Page 20)
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TPWD Launches Search for New Executive Director
Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
(TPWD) opened applications recently for
a successor to retiring executive director
Carter Smith.
Smith will retire effective January 2023, ending a 15-year tenure at
the helm of the agency.
The executive director serves as CEO for
the department of more
than 3,300 employees and represents it
with the Legislature,
other state and federal
agencies, constituent
groups and the public.
TPWD’s new executive director will join
in time to guide staff
through the 2023 Texas legislative session;

participate in celebrating 100 years of Texas
state parks; and implement the department’s
new R3 Plan designed
to recruit, retain and reactivate hunters, shooters, anglers and boaters.
Texas Parks and
Wildlife Commissioners and TPWD have
retained search firm
Dorothy Drummer &
Associates, which specializes in identifying
hard-to-find candidates
with highly skilled
qualifications.
In addition to having
a strong personal commitment to conservation and outdoor recreation – ideally with
a background in natu-

ral resources – TPWD
seeks candidates experienced in working
with a strong governing board and legislative bodies, and who
bring a vision for conserving and stewarding
Texas’ proud outdoor
heritage on both public
and private land.
Those interested can
find a job description and apply online,
or send nominations,
inquiries and expressions of interest (cover
letter and resumé) in
confidence to: Dorothy
Drummer & Associates Executive Search
Consulting 2630 Exposition Blvd. Suite 213
Austin, TX 78703
512-320-9983

Annual Leases Only
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“The Moon Report”
“Fork’s

By Terri Moon

Late

It’s been 90 to 100 degree temperatures this
month – so that’s why
I’m happy to say “Late
Summer”! I’ll be very
happy to welcome fall
and cooler temperatures. But, one thing
about this time of year
is the mornings are
quite doable and pleasant. Although as nice
as the mornings are,
those darn crappie wait
till about mid-morning
before they are wanting to play. Then it
seems the hotter it gets
the better they bite.
We are having to
move around a lot but
are finding some quality crappie. The depth
is changing daily.
Some days they are as
shallow as 8 to 12 ft.
in 16 to 20 ft. of water and other days they
are 16 to 24 ft. in up to
30 ft. of water. Cloud
cover and water clarity plays a part in their
depths. Also the fish
tend to move shallower
around a new and full
moon.
Tree lines, brush
piles, bridges and deep
water humps are starting to produce some
really nice crappie.
Some days they want a
very slow presentation
and other days they
want the bait moving
– so, don’t be afraid
to change it up to see
what works for that
particular day. Also,
some days they want a
bigger bait and others
they want something
smaller.

Summer

Don’t hesitate to
change up color of
baits especially if
the fishing is slow. I
use an assortment of
Bonehead, Lake Fork
Tackle, and Skipper
Jigs. Some days they
want white and chartreuse or black and
chartreuse and L.S.U.
is also working for us.
Remember, the color
of choice can change
daily so keep a good
assortment of colors.
Well, once again
around the new and
full moon, I took some
“ME” time to go bream
fishing. They were in 1
to 8 ft. of water around
docks, edges of the
grass, lily pads, or willows. Crickets, night
crawlers, or even Berkley Power Nibbles, on
a bobber or tightlined,
is a recipe for FUN! By
far – my favorite fish to
catch and eat! I’m hoping for one last shot
at them this next full
moon!
I want to thank the
customers that released
the giant crappie this
month. We’ve released

Crappie”

14 that were over 16
inches in hopes for a
new lake record one
day.
Now if your visiting
the Lake Fork area and
need fresh produce,
be sure and check out
“Picketts Produce” on
Hwy. 69 in Alba for
some of the best fruits
and veggies in the area.
There is nothing better
than a fresh peach pie
to go with your fish
fry!
Stay safe all of you!
A special thank you to
George and Ann for
house sitting while I’m
gone!

Texas is known for its oil,
but the state is also a leading wind energy producer
with wind projects genorating over 1,200 megawatts.
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James C. Clifton was fishing with Lake Fork Monster bass is what Lake Fork is known for
guide Randy Oldfield when he caught this but we have other monsters swimming in the
nice bass. Caught, Photo, & Released. C.P.R. lake. This alligator was at the dam.
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Texas Game Warden Recognized as the 2022 National Association of
State Boating Law Administrators Texas Boating Officer of the Year

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)
Executive Director Carter Smith recognized
Game Warden Ben Echelson at a recent Texas
Parks and Wildlife Commission meeting.
Echelson was named the 2022 National Association of State Boating Law Administrators
(NASBLA) Texas Boating Officer of the Year.
NASBLA awards the Marvin “Butch” Potts
Memorial Award, known as the Boating Law
Enforcement Officer of the Year Award, annually to officers who make outstanding contributions to the field of boating law enforcement.
“Ben is an astute investigator with a history
of important investigations under his belt,”

Smith said. “He is a positive role model for
his community and the ideal embodiment of
the expertise, professionalism and acuity our
Texas Game Wardens are known for.”
A game warden for seven years and member
of TPWD’s STORM forensics accident reconstruction team, Echelson received a promotion to sergeant in April. Prior to promotion,
he served Travis County, an area dotted with
significant waterbodies including Lake Travis.
While there, he led investigations that resulted
in felony indictments and conducted a number
of rescue and recovery operations for victims
of boating accidents.

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

21 Years in Business
Located in Yantis, Texas

All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings & Saves Money on A/C Bills
Residential Repair Services
RV Roof Repairs * Free Estimates

In 2020, for example, he rescued two victims
from a capsized boat, and in 2021, rescued
multiple occupants, including two children,
from a vessel taking on water near Devil’s
Cove on Lake Travis.
He has also worked to increase boater safety,
recording bilingual public service announcements to improve safety awareness before
busy holiday weekends and participating in
National Night Out events providing boater
education across the country.
“Receiving a NASBLA Boating Officer of the
Year Award marks one of the highest achievements for a boating officer,” said Texas Game
Wardens Colonel Chad Jones. “We are pleased
that Ben has received this recognition, and
proud of his diligent work to protect the health
and safety of those who enjoy Texas waterways.”
NASBLA works to develop public policy for
recreational boating safety, representing the
recreational boating authorities of all 50 states
and the U.S. territories.

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100
email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net
Danny Holder

Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips
Individual or Corporate
Trips
Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber
* Mary Ann * Samantha

FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”
New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner
903-850-4477
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Texas Hunting, Fishing Licenses on Sale As of Aug. 15
The beginning of a new hunting season is quickly approaching and the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) reminds hunters and anglers to purchase their new licenses for 2022-23.
Texas hunting and fishing licenses (except the
Year-from-Purchase All-Water Fishing Package)
for the current year expire at the end of August.
The new licenses for the 2022-23 season went on
sale Aug. 15.
Annually, Texans purchase more than 2.7 million hunting and fishing licenses and directly
fund a multitude of conservation efforts and
recreational opportunities, helping make Texas
one of the best places in the country to hunt and
fish. Some of the many projects made possible
by license sales include fish stocking, wildlife
management, habitat restoration, public hunting
leases, river fishing access and Texas Game Wardens.
Outdoorsmen and women can purchase a variety of licenses online through the official TPWD
website, by phone at 1-800-895-4248 during
regular business hours or in person at more than
1,800 retailers across the state. Anyone planning
to buy their license from TPWD’s Austin Headquarters is reminded to make an advance appointment. Appointments may be scheduled up

to one week in advance. Call 1-800-262-8755 or
512-389-4828 to schedule.
Brand new for this year, Texas residents can
purchase a digital Super Combo license (Items
111, 117 and 990) that will authorize digital tagging of harvested deer, turkey and oversized
red drum. The digital license option is available
through online purchase only when licenses went
on sale Aug. 15. A digital license holder will not
receive a printed license or tags but must keep
their digital license available while in the field.
The license can be viewed through the TPWD
Outdoor Annual and My Texas Hunt Harvest
(MTHH) mobile apps.
TPWD encourages repeat license buyers to use
the expedited checkout process, which speeds up
re-purchasing the same license bought in recent
years.
Customers can access their past and current licenses in several ways: (1) an electronic photo
of your license, (2) an emailed receipt of your
purchase; (3) your account in the online license
sales system; (4) via License Lookup in the Outdoor Annual app or in the My Texas Hunt Harvest app.
Hunting and fishing regulations for the 202223 season are available online at outdooran-
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nual.com, on the Outdoor Annual mobile app.
The mobile app is free, and once downloaded,
it works without internet connectivity which
makes it easy for hunters and anglers to view
regulations in even the most remote locations.
Other features include license lookup, locationbased functionality such as “Hunting Seasons
and Regulations by Location,” “Where to Fish,”
and more. Thanks to partners at Chevrolet, a limited supply of printed booklets will be available
at select TPWD offices. Hunters and anglers are
encouraged to call their local offices to check
availability.
The My Texas Hunt Harvest app enables electronic submission of mandatory harvest reports,
including alligator gar harvest reporting, and new
this year, supports digital tagging of harvested
deer, turkey, and oversized red drum for certain
license holders. The app also allows hunters
to complete their on-site registration for many
TPWD public hunting lands. Hunters can hunt
on more than one million acres of public land
with the purchase of an Annual Public Hunting
Permit.
When buying their license, resident hunters
and anglers may wish to purchase an entry in
(See Texas Hunting, Fishing License........
Continued on Page 21)

8414 W FM 515
Yantis, Texas 75497
903-383-3232

AUTHORIZED DEALER

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN
FRONT OF THEM!!

SALES
*
REPAIRS
*
PARTS
*
INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an electrical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part,
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized MotorGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.
CERTIFIED DEALER FOR THE ALL NEW LOWRANCE GHOST TROLLING MOTOR
SALES
*
REPAIRS
*
PARTS
*
INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Lowrance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year limited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.
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Now Open

New Owner,
New Management
New Attitude
Catfish/Seafood Buffet
All You Can Eat
Plus Menu Items
Thursday thru Saturday
4 pm ~ 9 pm
Sunday ~ 11 am ~ 2pm

September

September
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~ Since 1984 ~

~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2022 Bullet, Falcon, Xpress,
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Authorized Dealer Sales
& Installation

N

Sulphur Springs

Arbala

H
W
Y

# 290
FM 1567 W.

www.sartinmarine.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE
Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726 Toll Free

866-920-8331

CERTIFIED MECHANICS W
SERVICE ON ALL MAKES
& MODELS

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES: AUTHORIZED
DEALER FOR: GARMIN * HUMMINBIRD * MOTORGUIDE * MINNKOTA

1
5
4

E

S

290 FM 1567 WEST
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1067A State Hwy. 37 South * Quitman, TX.,
903-492-3059

B.Y.O.B.
Open Tues. thru Sun. 11 A.M. to 9 P.M.
B.Y.O.B.
Call In Orders Welcome * Private Banquet Room For Large Parties
Daily Lunch Specials * Serving A Full Menu Of Delicious Italian
Classics For You To Choose From
Featuring Homemade Sauces From Scratch
Call In For Take Out Or Come In & Enjoy The Dining Area
Catering Services Available

Plenty of Parking & Turn Around For You & Your Boat
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Eighteenth Annual

May 19, 20, 21, 2023

3- 2023

September
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Conditions Heating up for Dove Season
Texans are used to scorching summers, but this year’s
record highs across much
of the state have left many
dove hunters wondering
about the upcoming season
opener.
“Unless conditions change
drastically over the next
few weeks, hunting near
water will be key for
opening day this year,”
said Owen Fitzsimmons,
TPWD Dove Program
Leader. “Hunters will likely
see larger concentrations of
birds at watering holes and
food sources than they have
in the past due to limited
resources. Agriculture production has been hit hard
by drought so birds may
be more reliant on native
foods this September. Look
for stands of common sunflower, croton, and other
native annual forbs and
grasses.”
Doves are well-adapted

to dry conditions, particularly white-winged doves,
which are a sub-tropical
species.
“Our spring surveys indicated a decrease in breeding abundance, which is
a carry-over from poor
hatch-year production last
year,” added Fitzsimmons.
“However, doves kick reproduction into high gear
in dry years like this, and
we’re seeing a lot of young
birds this summer, based on
our banding efforts.”
TPWD officials remind
hunters to prepare for the
extreme heat and make
sure they are packing all the
essentials for a day in the
field. They should bring
plenty of water to stay hydrated and take measures to
stay cool in a shaded area.
The same is true for canine
hunting partners.
“If this extreme heat persists, think twice about

bringing your dog out in the
early season,” said Fitzsimmons. “Temperatures this
high can be dangerous for
dogs, particularly when
they’re excited and running
hard after birds. If you do
bring them, try to limit the
hunts to early mornings or
late evenings.”
The regular dove season in
the North Zone runs Sept.
1-Nov. 13 and resumes
Dec. 17-Jan.1, 2023. The
regular season in the Central Zone is Sept. 1-Oct.
30, then resumes Dec. 17Jan.15, 2023. The regular
season in the South Zone is
Sept. 14-Oct. 30 and Dec.
17-Jan. 22, 2023. For the
second straight year, there
will be six Special WhiteWinged Dove Days. The
Special
White-Winged
Dove Days will be Sept.
2-4 and 9-11.
(See Conditions heating ....
Continued on Page 18)

*
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For Sale

2009 Forest River 36 BHBS Wildwood Travel Trailer
36 foot bunk trailer * Two Slide Outs
Living room/master bedroom * Master bedroom - queen
bed, large closet, 2 air conditioners w/thermostats
Bunk room - two bunks w/twin bed xl. Full size
refrigerator * 24 x16 wood deck half of it is covered
Located at The Park in Williams Bay. Trailers are parked
end to end with front yard on the water.
Private boat ramp in The Park. Lease $1650 a year (paid
until March 2023) No permanent residency.

Contact Mike 940-631-4738
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Conditions Heating up for Dove (Continued from Page 17)

Diamond Sports Marine
3910 W. Hwy. 154
Lake Fork

9/10 Mile West of 154 Bridge

903-383-7829

PROUD TO BE PART OF
THE HERITAGE
NEW FOR 2022

During the regular season in
the South Zone, the aggregate bag limit is 15 with no
more than two white-tipped
doves. During the Special
White-winged Dove Days
in the South Zone, hunting
is allowed only from noon
to sunset and the daily bag
limit is 15 birds, to include
not more than two mourning doves and two whitetipped doves.
All updated hunting regulations for this year’s hunting season can be found
in the Texas Outdoor Annual mobile app or online at
OutdoorAnnual.com.
Hunters are reminded that
licenses are on sale now for
the 2022-23 hunting seasons and can be purchased
through the agency’s 28
law enforcement field offices, at more than 50 state
parks and over 1,700 retailers across the state. Licens-

es may also be purchased
online through the TPWD
website or by phone at
(800) 895-4248. Call center
hours are Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and there is a required $5
administrative fee for each
phone or online transaction.
The online transaction system is available 24/7.
Enhancements have been
made to make the licensing process simpler and
faster. “Expedited checkout” improves the process
of purchasing the same
license items bought most
recently within the last three
years. It’s also now easier
to show proof-of-license.
Now hunters can use a digital image of their license
as proof-of-license for any
hunting that doesn’t require
a tag, like dove hunting.
Accepted formats include:
(1) a digital photo, (2) an

emailed receipt, (3) within
the Outdoor Annual app or
the My Texas Hunt Harvest
app, or 4) online purchase
record.
In addition to a hunting
license, anyone born after
Sept. 1, 1971, must successfully complete a hunter
education training course to
hunt legally in Texas. The
TPWD Hunter Education
certification is valid for life
and is honored in all other
states and provinces. Hunters can find more information or print a replacement
at no cost online. A Migratory Game Bird Endorsement (Stamp) and Harvest Information Program
(HIP) certification are also
required to hunt dove. HIP
certification involves a brief
survey of previous year’s
migratory bird hunting success and is conducted at the
time licenses are purchased.

2022 Skeeter FXR21 APEX

We l c o m e

2022 Skeeter FXR20 APEX

YAMAHA TECHNICIAN IN HOUSE
www.diamondsportsmarine.com

All Visitors
& A n g l e r s To L a k e F o r k
And The Area
First

National

417 South Main
Quitman, Texas
903-763-4545

Bank

of

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com

East

Texas

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

“Branches of First Nation Bank
Of East Texas, Gilmer”
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”
By Carolyn West, LFSA President
Some of us regard the recent rain as Manna from
Heaven and indeed think it was the best thing to
happen for Lake Fork. Others may say it was late
arriving and that is true; we needed a break from
the drought. On the positive side, even though
it was excessive for a few areas, it was what we
needed. The lake looks different after the 10+
inches and although there are many docks with
boats still hanging over dry land, we have had a
hint of what it would be to get back to full pool.
We are thankful for what we received and will be
even more thankful as we received more rain as
Fall approaches.
Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association (LFSA) is
preparing for the Fall tournaments and we will
be working the tournaments on our Live Release
Boat. Our next tournament is the Sealy Outdoors
Big Bass Splash which begins on September 16,
2022 at 6:00 a.m., and ends on Sunday, September 18. This is an hourly tournament at Lake Fork
Marina. We are always interested in showing off
the pontoon and we welcome attendees to come
by and observe the handling of the tournament
catches.
The High School Tackle Program, led by Terry
Long and Pat and Mike Kostial, has received
some generous donations this month from fishermen who are contributing used tackle. This
LFSA program is successful because of our local fishermen who want to help high school kids
join fishing teams and learn the sport of fishing
and competing. Yearly, we gather tackle, clean,
repair, and polish it, then present it to the local
high school fishing teams. It is a program from
the heart; it is a program helping young
people; it is a program made possible by generous donors. Anyone who has new or used fishing
equipment and tackle may contact Terry Long
(214-206-7504) to arrange a transfer.

TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED

Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equipment are needed to support the High School
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA requests donations of new and used fishing
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, and
refurbished. Items will be further donated to
area high school fishing teams.
Call Pat Kostial, 760-458-7885 or Terry
Long, 214-206-7504 for more information or
to arrange a donation.

Ed Swenson publishes a Lake Fork Boat Ramp
Access chart to help fishermen know what boat
ramps are open. Given the status of the exceptionally low water in Lake Fork, this chart is useful to Lake Fork visitors. As the status of the
ramps changes, new information will be updated.
Another vital program of LFSA is the Plant
Replenishment Activity using the High School
Agriculture students. We are currently working
with Alba Golden and Yantis High Schools as
we teach the students how to grow aquatic plants
and grasses. This year, we will be concentrating
on Eel Grass, Star Grass, Coon Tail, and Water
Willow using a grant from Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. Now that the 2022/2023 school
year has begun, mid-September is a target time to

start planting in the greenhouses. Hopefully, in
the Spring and if the water level permits, TPWD
and LFSA will take the students on Lake Fork
to do the final planting. As part of the grant, two
experimental projects will work in tandem with
the grasses program. Next month we will be able
to show progress on a Fragment Seed Generator that should produce seeds to be aquatically
spread in Lake Fork. Last month I was asked
by a producer from a Tyler TV Channel if they
could incrementally film the program for airing
at the end of the process. What a nice recognition for the students, TPWD and LFSA!
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“The Shallow Bite is About To Explode!”(Continued from Page 6)

bite on one of these, your partner better be headed
for the net. Redbug, Watermelon Red or Green
Pumpkin Pepper will do the trick as far as colors
are concerned.
The next strategy will be focusing on suspended
fish that set up just off the side of the same structures. Use your electronics to locate these hovering green monsters, pitch out a marker buoy once
you locate a group of fish, then tie on a Talon Big
Daddy Lake Fork flutter spoon and go to work.
Cast back toward the buoy and count the spoon
down until you hit the desired depth. Twitch the

spoon and let it flutter down to draw the strike. Depending on the depth the fish are holding, a crankbait will work equally as well. I would choose the
Strike King 6XD or the 8XD. Both are deadly and
can be fished on 15lb line on a cranking rod.. Also,
submerged trees will hold the lion share of bass.
Throw the crankbaits around these trees and work
the bait through the limbs. You may lose a few
lures but the rewards can pay off handsomely.
If you are headed out to Lake Fork in September Art Flores with
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love David Ozio
to be a part of this trophy quest. I still have a few
dates open in September and some open dates in
October. I also have gift certificates available if
you have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt
of landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 409
782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com.
You can follow me on Facebook, Instagram and
TikTok at DavidOzioLakeForkGuide. I post my
daily trip results on this page. I would also like to
thank Okuma Fishing, Talon Custom Lures, Dakota Lithiums and Skeeter Boats for making my
job the blast that it is. I hope to see a lot of you Mark Spaeth with
on the water. Romans 10:13. “Everyone who calls David Ozio
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish
all of you a blessed day.”
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Louis Pasillas with
David Ozio

Micah McDermed
with David Ozio

903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles
Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV
Microwave • Coffee Pot
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6

RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups

Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight
Covered Pavilion • Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station
Boat Ramp
Playground For The
Children

3490 S FM 2869
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-769-3600

3404 N Fourth St
Longview, TX 75605
903-252-4444
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Texas Hunting, Fishing Licenses on Sale (Continued from Page 11)

the Lifetime License
Drawing. Three lucky
winners will each win
a Lifetime Super Combo License and never
need to buy a Texas
hunting or fishing license again. Entries
are $5 each and can be
purchased online, by
phone or at any license
retailer. The first entry
deadline is Sept. 30.
When making their
purchase, license buyers can also add a donation of $1, $5, $10 or
$20 to help support the
Hunters for the Hungry
program or the Fund
for Veterans Assistance. Donations to the
Hunters for the Hungry
program provide hunt-

ers with a way to donate legally harvested
deer to participating
processors. The processed meat goes to local food banks to feed
Texas families in need.
Donations to the Fund
for Veterans Assistance
program provide grants
to veteran service orga-

nizations and nonprofit
charitable institutions,
assisting
veterans
and their families at
the community level
throughout Texas.
For frequently asked
questions about Texas
hunting and fishing licenses, visit the TPWD
website.

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:
Wish To Fish Foundation

903-360-6994

www.wishtofishfoundation.com
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Game Warden Field Notes
The following
items are compiled
from recent Texas
Parks and Wildlife
Department law enforcement reports.
--Tell Tailed Sign-After an initial complainant of a Felon in
Possession of Firearms and Taking a
Deer in Closed Season, a Williamson
County game warden
obtained a search
warrant on a local
residence. Assisted by
wardens from Travis
County, Bell County
and Milam County,
the team executed the
search and secured
the house. They located a .410 shotgun with 15 boxes of

ammo, meth, three
deer antlers and deer
meat in the freezer.
A white-tailed deer
carcass was also dug
up in the backyard
of the home. Two of
the wardens received
information of the
suspect’s possible location along with a
description of the
suspect’s girlfriend’s
vehicle. Wardens intercepted the vehicle
and conducted a field
interview. The girlfriend confessed that
she had dropped her
boyfriend off nearby
and that he had recently shot a whitetailed deer and a feral
hog. The Williamson
County warden ob-

“Celebrating Our
25th Anniversary!”

tained a felony arrest
warrant for the suspect and the case is
still under investigation.
--Noodle Over ItHill and Bosque
County game wardens were hidden
among trees while
patrolling the Brazos
River when an airboat approached. The
two occupants, a male
and a female, stopped
along the shoreline
to swim. One of the
wardens watched the
subjects with binoculars and it appeared
that the two may have
been noodling. The
subjects then left the
airboat, returning to
(Continued on Page 24)
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September is a Special Month

By Sue Hampton

September is not only National Chicken
Month but National Honey Month as well!
With back-to-school lunches and dinners,
football tailgate par-ties and entertaining on
beautiful fall nights, it’s the perfect time to
serve a favorite chicken recipe and top it off
with this delicious Honey Strawberry Chiffon
Pie recipe. A time to honor and celebrate the
hard working bees and beekeepers who pro-

September is a perfect time to serve a favorite chicken dish and make life a little sweeter
with a slice of delicious Honey Strawberry
Chiffon Pie!

vide delicious honey. Using honey frequently,
especially in place of other sweeteners, makes
good nutritional sense. Honey contains small
amounts of a wide array of vita-mins, minerals, trace minerals and amino acids, as well as
anti-oxidants.
Japanese Amazu Chicken
4 boneless, skinless chicken breast halves,
cut into 1/4-inch strips
3 large eggs, lightly beaten
½ cup cornstarch
1/3 cup vegetable oil
4 cups bean sprouts
1/3 cup thinly-sliced radishes
1 cucumber
3 tablespoons sliced green onions
Amazu Sauce (recipe follows)
1 red pepper, finely chopped
Roasted sesame seeds
In large bowl, mix together eggs and cornstarch. Dip chicken strips into mixture, coating well. In large nonstick frying pan, place
oil over medium high heat. Add chicken (half
at a time) and cook about 6 minutes or until browned. Drain on paper towels and keep
warm. In large saucepan of boiling water,
cook bean sprouts 3 minutes; drain. Using vegetable peeler, cut cucumber into thin
strips. Toss together bean sprouts, cucumber,
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radishes and green onions; place on serving dish and arrange chicken on top. Drizzle
with Amazu Sauce. Garnish with toasted sesame seeds, red pepper and green onion tops.
Makes 4 servings.
Amazu Sauce: In small bowl, mix together ¼
cup of soy sauce, ¼ cup sugar, ¼ cup rice vinegar and 1 tablespoon sesame oil. Blend well.
Honey Strawberry Chiffon Pie
2 cups coarsely chopped strawberries (approximately 12 ounces)
¾ cup honey, divided use
1 envelope unflavored gelatin
¼ cup cold water
1 cup light sour cream
Prepared crumb crust for 9-inch pie
In a small bowl, combine strawberries and
¼ cup honey; set aside. In a small saucepan,
sprinkle gelatin over cold water; let stand one
minute. Stir over low heat until gelatin is dissolved, stir in remaining ½ cup honey. Transfer to a large bowl; stir in sour cream. Cover
and refrigerate 20 to 30 minutes or until mixture mounds on a spoon when tested. Using
an electric mixer, beat mixture at medium
speed until light. Fold in strawberries; mix
until well combined. Pour into prepared crust.
Cover and refrigerate at least two hours.
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Game Warden Field Notes
the shoreline just below where the wardens
were staged. Once the male subject walked
back into the water, it became evident that he
had a pole with a hook on it. The wardens approached and the man dropped the pole but
admitted that he was noodling. Charges for illegal means and methods were filed.
--On the Fence--A Colorado County game
warden received a call of a large alligator that
had climbed the fence of a residential home
and made itself comfortable in the backyard.
The game warden, along with a DPS Trooper,
were able to capture and relocate the alligator
to a safe place outside of town.
--Guard Gator--In Cameron County, game
wardens received a call regarding an alligator
that was roaming around inside a detention
center facility. A facility staff member had reportedly stepped on its tail while exiting his
vehicle in the parking lot. With the assistance
of the facility staff, the wardens were able to
safely relocate the almost 11-foot-long alligator.
--The Other Side of Nowhere-- A Big Bend
Ranch State Park Police Officer and a Presidio County game warden were patrolling River
Road at night through Big Bend Ranch State
Park when the officers noticed a car parked in
the Closed Canyon Trail parking lot after the

August

(Continued from Page 22)

park closed. In the car, they saw a park pass for
that day, a car rental agreement, a jug of water
and snacks, but the driver was nowhere to be
found. The Closed Canyon Trail is short and
stops at the Rio Grande after several steep pour
offs. The last pour off is about 60-feet tall. The
officers hiked the trail in the dark and far as
they could safely go and called out for anyone
still down there with no luck. The next morning, another park police officer was informed
about a possible lost hiker. He checked the
parking lot and saw that the car was still parked
there undisturbed. The three officers headed
back to the Closed Canyon Trail that afternoon
with rappelling equipment to search farther
down the trail. When they reached the first of
the three steep pour offs, the officer called out
for the hiker who excitedly responded for help.
The park police officer was able to rappel down
to the hiker who had descended all the pour offs
and was at the riverbank. When they reached

him, the hiker was dehydrated, exhausted and
had injured his ankle. The hiker told the officers that he had gone down the trail alone in
the afternoon, fell into a deep-water hole and
was unable to climb out. Panicked, he decided
to continue down the trail thinking it would
lead him back to the parking lot. Temperatures
that day were around 106 degrees and he drank
river water to try to keep hydrated. He hiked
along the riverbank but was unable to navigate
the steep canyon walls of Colorado Canyon.
The officers requested a helicopter to help extract the hiker, but due to bad weather it wasn’t
available until the next morning. So, with the
help of an additional game warden, two state
park rangers, a U.S. Border Patrol agent and a
Presidio County Sherriff ’s Deputy, the team of
officers were able to assist the hiker to climb
back over the pour offs and navigate the rest of
the trail back to his car. Presidio and Terlingua
(Continued on Next Page)

Free Pick Up & Delivery On Scheduled
Service In The Lake Fork Area
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Emergency Medical Services arrived and gave
the hiker medical care and he was then taken
to the local hospital for further treatment.
--Unsynchronized Swimmers-- A Stephens
County game warden received a 911 call from
local dispatch involving four people who were
stranded in the middle of the Hubbard Creek
Reservoir and their boat had washed ashore.
The caller was in the boat but was unable to get
it started to reach the stranded swimmers. The
caller had never been on the lake before and
did not know where she was to give directions
to the warden. One of the occupants had gotten into the water while the boat was floating
in the middle of the lake to swim without a life
jacket and the boat floated too far away for her
to reach. Then, her husband, unable to crank
the boat, jumped in the water and swam to her
with a small ring buoy. The boat continued to
float further away when another occupant on
board saw the couple struggling in the water
and swam out to them to assist with no lifejacket. By the time he reached them, the boat
had tripled in distance from the original swimmer. A fourth occupant from the boat decided
to swim out to the three swimmers trying to
stay afloat with life jackets for them, however,
the boat was now about 350 yards away and he

was unable to reach them. When the warden
arrived, he was able to get the location of the
boat and swimmers thanks to landmarks on
the lake. The boat was located aground near an
island and the three stranded swimmers were
about 450 yards away. The swimmers were exhausted and panicked, but all accounted for.
Once they were on the boat, they found the
fourth swimmer who had multiple lifejackets
attached to him but had exhausted himself trying to get to his friends. Everyone in the water was worn out and frightened, but safe and
refused medical attention. Once they were accounted for, the warden helped them get their
boat back to where they had launched.
--Lost and Found-- A recent game warden
academy graduate was enjoying a weekend of
camping and fishing at Fayette Lake before reporting to his first duty station in Starr County. One Sunday morning, the new game warden
came across a small aluminum boat that was
abandoned at the dam. He called local dispatch
and gave them the boat registration numbers,
then towed it back to the Oak Thicket boat
ramp and secured it. When the local game warden arrived, a park worker told him that a boat
had been stolen during the night from one of
the campers. After talking to the campers, it
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became apparent their missing boat was the
same one the new game warden had found on
the other side of the lake that morning. The
campers were overjoyed and grateful for the
recovery of their boat.
--Does Your Mother Know That You’re Out?- While patrolling the Sabine River late one
night, a Gregg County game warden and an
Upshur County game warden saw two individuals fishing near a public boat ramp. When
the wardens made contact, they noticed one
of the individuals grew visibly irritated and
evasive. Fictitious information was offered to
the wardens as local law enforcement arrived
to assist. The subject was placed in handcuffs
for safety precautions. Once in handcuffs the
individual began complying with the officers
and provided their real identification information. Concealed drug paraphernalia was later
found in the subject’s underwear. It was later
discovered that the individual was evading a
felony parole warrant for injury to a child. The
subject’s parents arrived to assist and thanked
the wardens for helping them regain some control of their child. The subject was released to
another agency, who transported them to the
Gregg County jail. Additional charges pending
investigation.

Service Marine on Lake Fork

NOW IN THEIR 30TH YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”
Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909

Sales * Service
Installation
With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and
silently with the
touch of a button
and keep your boat
securely in place,
even in heavy wind
and current.

visit us online at:
www.lakeforkservicemarine.com
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LAND FOR SALE
for RV, Mobile Home
or House; Pool; Pier;
Ramp; Gated Entry.
903-878-7265.
FOR SALE 2001 193
Champion Bass Boat
Single Console, 200
Yamaha VMAX, 1
owner since new, garage kept, very nice
boat.817-917-9531
leave message $17,500
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at
Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

Hefner Group Insurance
DISCOUNTS
UP
TO
40%
AUTO
ATV
BOAT
HOME
MINEOLA			903-569-5115
MARSHALL			903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE		
903-769-5566
TYLER				903-509-2468
LONGVIEW			
903-297-6787

www.hefnergroup.com
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Lake Fork Tournament
Schedule Sept. thru Nov.
2022

Bev’s Fish Creations

September

903-473-4529

Sept. 16, 17, 18 ~ Sealy Outdoors
Lake Fork Marina
Sept. 24 ~ JC Outdoors
Minnow Bucket

& Waterfowl Taxidermy
Replicas ~ $20 per inch
Ducks ~ $400
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at
Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

Excellence In Painting
by David R. Young
Interior ~ Exterior
Texture Repairs
30+ Years Experience
All Work Guaranteed

903-474-0403

October
Oct. 8 ~ Mad Dog
Oak Ridge Marina
Oct. 15&16~ Berkley
Lake Fork Marina
Oct. 22 ~Texas Trails Bassmasters Open
Oak Ridge Marina
Oct. 22~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

November
Nov. 19 ~ JC Outdoors Fall
Minnow Bucket
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