On November 26, 1986 Mark Stevenson, Lake Fork guide, caught
what may be the most famous bass in Texas History! Mark was fishing
Lake Fork that day and caught “Ethel” weighing in at 17.67-pounds!
Though it is not the state record fish, Ethel is still the 2nd largest bass
ever caught in Texas and was the bass that helped kick off the famous
Texas Parks & Wildlife ShareLunker program! We thank you Mark!

18th Annual Legend of Lake Fork
Big Bass Tournament in May

LAKE FORK “The Blg Bass Capltal Of Texas”

By Don Hampton

For all anglers that
have been anxious
and calling about the
dates, the 18th An-
nual Legend of Lake
Fork Big Bass Tour-
nament will be held
on May 19, 20, 21,
2023.

At present time after

the most recent rains,
we are sitting at 5.83-
feet low having come
up at least 1.24-feet
in the past week. With
the winter and spring
rains on the way we
should be at or close
to full pool during
the tournament with
all boat ramps open.
Some bass will have

already spawned and
eating heavily to get
their weight back, but
some will still be on
the beds. We all know
what this means,
great fishing and the
best time of the year.

As always and as
it has been in past

(See Eighteenth Annual ..
Continued on Page 5)

Rainbow Trout Stocking Returns Statewide

The annual Texas
winter tradition of rain-
bow trout stocking re-
turned to waterbodies
across the state to kick
off the holiday season.
The Texas Parks and
Wildlife  Department

(TPWD) will began
stocking thousands of
rainbow trout on Nov.
23, the day before
Thanksgiving.

“TPWD stocks catch-
able sized fish during
winter months to create

unique winter angling
opportunities through-
out Texas,” said Carl
Kittel, TPWD Rain-
bow Trout Program
Director.  “Rainbow

(See Rainbow Trout..
Continued on Page 7 )
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Lake Fork

| Located on 515
Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17

_ . Website: www.scenicS15cabins.com
& Email: scenicS15mascha@gmail.com
Mascha Taylor ~ Property Manager

Great Lodgmg Accomodatwns at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hzckory Tre rees * Covered Boat Parking
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave
* Coﬁee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guzde Services Avazlable

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge =
Blue Bird House
“Great Rates”

Make Your Reservations
Today!!!




December

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

Page 3

“Bubba’s suggestions for buying Christmas Gifts for your Bubbette!”

By Don Hampton

When buying for your Bubbette this Christmas,
take some advice from Bubba on gift selection.
Bubba is not the smartest man in the world but he
is a quick learner.

Bubba’s suggestions of what not to buy:
1.) Don’t buy her anything that can be construed
or used as a weapon for inflicting pain if she
doesn’t like 1it.
2.) Don’t buy her anything you could use if she
doesn’t like it, (see #1).
3.) Garden tools, lawnmower, or a chainsaw is
definitely a no-no, (see #1).
4.) No new tires or parts for the automobile, (see
#1).
5.) A new trolling motor will get you hurt, (see
#1).
6.) A cover for the boat, (see #1).
7.) Don’t buy her any household or kitchen ap-
pliances — ever! (#1 could apply).
8.) Tickets to boat shows, fishing seminars or the
Bassmasters Classic, (paper-cuts really hurt, see
#1).
9.) A gift certificate from a tackle store, (see #8
& #1).
10.) A replica of the biggest fish you’ve caught
this year, (see #1).

With all ten of these don’ts, Bubba has assured

Great Ways To Go “Out of Business”

Think Your Location is Your Best Advertisement;

Do 't Adhverive!

Dot Advertive!

Dot Adhveriive!

Don 't Addvertise!

Think Evervone Knows the Services Yoo Provide;
Think Everyvone Knows the Merchandise You Carry;

Think Evervone Knows the Specials You Have Listed;

me they have been tried and true...but, for the ten
don’ts Bubba suggests he has come up with ten
do’s. These are called the “Bubba Do’s learned
by paying his dues!”

Bubba has it down to a fine art now and sug-
gests you try these do’s:

1.) Go with the heart.

2.) Consider her need for relaxation. This will
make it easier for you to relax.

3.) Buy jewelry...it always works.

4.) If you buy her clothes, know her size; if not,
buy a smaller vs. a larger size, (see #1, don’ts
list).

5.) Listen for clues, hints, and suggestions. There
will be plenty.

6.) Ask her friends, mother, or sister what she
wants.

7.) Think of her unspoken wants and be daring
and romantic.

8.) Don’t be afraid to buy from a store she fre-
quents. Wal-Mart’s are everywhere!

9.) Buy what she wants, but that she wouldn’t
buy for herself.

10.) Make sure she knows where the gift is from,
so she discreetly can return it.

For the last few Christmases, Bubba has prac-
ticed these do’s and don’ts. I do believe they are
working because I haven’t seen any bumps or
lumps on his head after Christmas. Those all ap-

pear after New Year’s Eve, but that is an entirely
different story.

Try some “Bubba Knowledge” shopping this
year for your Bubbette. It could save you a lump
sum!

Bubbette’s suggestion for shopping for Bubba
is simple...”Get some new fishing stuff...Bubba
likes stuff!”

“Have a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year from our family to
yours! Be Safe and God Bless!”
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By Brooks Beeler

You may ask youself what size gutters do
I need?”

It depends; that would be the first answer,
but let’s dive in a little deeper.

Initially, you may think it’s just 1”; how
big of a difference could it be? The 1” can
be pretty significant. A 6” gutter is 67
wide at the top and 5” tall at the back. A
5” gutter is 5” wide at the top and 4” tall at
the back. To demonstrate how much 17 is
in volume, we did a math exercise.

The 17 difference creates 11 square inch-
es of volume for every linear inch and 132
square inches for every linear foot. These
132 inches per linear foot allow a 6” gut-
ter to carry and hold .57 gallons of water
MORE for every linear foot of gutter. This
equates to over 100 gallons more capacity
on a home with 200 linear feet of gutters.

If you have a smaller roof/slope (surface
area), 5” gutters may work perfectly. How-
ever, if you have a large roof slope or sur-
face area, you might consider looking at

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”
What size gutters does your home need?”
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6” gutters. For reference, 6” gutters only
cost about $1.00 per linear foot more than
5” gutters.

In closing, a simple reference: 6” gutters
carry and hold about 1/2 gallon more water
per linear foot than a 5.

This should help you in choosing the
proper size of gutter for your home.

SEORYTE HGSE

. | Patrick Smith and Clancey Sneed had a great
day fishing Lake Fork in November with
guide David Ozio. C.P.R.

Learn and Practice C.P.R.
Catch * Photo * Release

< 4

Roofing is just the P AN of
our home and repair expertise.

 egler
LI o0f]

- New Roofs

- Roof Repairs

- Complete Re—Rnnﬁnq

- Metal Roofs for Manufactured
Homes

Give Brooks Beeler g

oot inspection or quote!
www.BeelerRoofing.com

ROOF AND REPAIR SINCE 1376

PLUS! We also do:

- General Construction and Repair
- Fencing - Window Installation
- Decks - Window Replacement

303.34/.8484

call for a free
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18th Annual Legend

years, the tournament
will be held out of
Lake Fork Marina.
This would be a great
time to get your res-
ervations in early. We
will be on location
on Thursday taking
sign-ins and entries
on Thursday May
18th from 2 pm to 9
pm, on Friday from 5
am to 6 am and 4 pm
to 9 pm. On Saturday
we will take entries
from 5 am to 6 am
and again from 4 pm
to 9 pm and on Sun-
day from 5 am to 6
am. As usual anglers
can fish one day, two
days, or all three days
of the tournament. We
will be paying eleven
places each hour.

The new entries
will be posted on our
website www.legend-

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

oflakefork.com. All
entries received on or
before April 30, 2023
will qualify for the
early entry incentive.

If you have ordered
a boat, a motor, or
parts for your motor,
you know what a long
wait it is and how
the price escalates
each month. With the
economy being what
it is I have made a
change in the format.

After speaking with
many of the anglers
they agree this is great
and they are looking
forward to winning a
grand prize.

For the angler that
catches the heaviest
bass over the slot in
the tournament, that
angler will receive
a check for $40,000.
For the angler that

catches the heaviest
bass under 16-inches
he or she will receive
a check for $30,000.
For the name drawn
in the early incen-
tive they will receive
a check for $20,000.
With the economy
being what it is, [
have not heard any
complaints.

I hope to see all of
you there and hoping
you are looking for-
ward to the event as
much as we are.

Fish Friendly
Practice Good
Sportsmanship

& Help Keep
Our Lake Clean

032474708 ,

3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,
Owners Dru & Deb Davis
“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Wednesday thru Saturday

6 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu
.| 6 a.m.till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials

Homemade Pies ¢ Desserts
Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

PATRIOT RV PARK 4%
ON LAKE FORK /g

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY! /&

* New!! Deep Water Access Boat Ramp

e Wi-Fi e Dish Network e Fishing Pier

* Motel » Cottage ¢ Bunk House ¢ Lodge

e 3 Boat Ramps ® Boat Storage ¢ Camping

 Daily, Weekly & Annual RV Sites Available

& 903.385.3334

X lakefork@patriotrvparks.com
® patriotrvparks.com

.4

>

./

‘ﬂ =

Formerly

HIDEAWAY HARBOR
845 CR 1987,

Yantis, TX. 75497.
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“Lake Fork Undergoing The ‘Perfect Storm’!”

By David Ozio

“It is my opinion that Fork is currently undergoing
the “perfect storm” this late fall which is much differ-
ent than last fall and even tougher than a year ago. The
lake is a little over six feet low and still in the process
of turning over. Surface temps range from 53 to 56
degrees, which as of this writing, are much lower than
last year at this time. Pretty early for these cold temps
and Florida strain green fish usually don’t break out
the sweaters till January. It’s going to be interesting to
see how this plays out through the end of the year and
into 2023. It seems to me that the skill sets are going

—
3 4 5

d:‘II

1 2 7 8 o 10 |11 [12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24
25 26 27 28 129 |30 |31
32 133 [34 |35 36 (37 |38 39
40 41 42
43 42 45
46 47 48 |49
50 51 |52 53 54 [55 |56 (57
58 [59 |60 51
62 64
65 67
68 70

CLUES ACROSS

1. Spoken in Sulu archipelago 40. Jet (football)
5.The queen of the gods in  43. Square measure

ancient mythology 44. Romanian city
9. Behalfs 45. Binds
14. Jai __, sport 46. Sits

15. Supplements with difficulty 48. Unhealthy

16. Forearm bones 50. Brews

17. New Zealand black pine 53. Came close

18. Salesmen 58. Graham or Groza

19. Small brook 62. Alar

20. Blanda and Stabler 63. Stead

23. St. Francis of __ 64. The content of cognition
24. Pokeweed 65. Raise an objection

25. Drop down 66. Gum

27. Surfaced 67. Sea creature

32. Symptom 68. Boyfriend

36. Arthur , Wimbledon 69. Replete
champion 70. One

39. Tableland

CLUES DOWN

1. Island in the South Pacific
2. Nom de guerre

3. Checks off

4. Garlic mayonnaise

33. Little (Spanish)
34. He fiddled

35. Female sheep
37. Female sibling

to need to be sharpened to get the Fork monsters to the
scale and adjusting to the conditions will be the key to
the lunker of a lifetime.

This has been a strange fall season as shad normally
migrate to the backs of the creeks which allow the
hungry bass to load up for the winter season ahead.
With the lake being this low, that movement didn’t
seem to happen this year. And if you did happen to see
some rare shad activity in October it was gone by early
November. The change in water temps alone should
have helped the shallow bite and, oddly enough, these
same cooler water temps haven’t allowed the big bass
to gang up deep as of this writing. This changes our
focus to mid depth water patterns and this will con-
tinue into December while we are searching for the
next ShareLunker. Provided the water continues to
slowly cool heading into Santa month, good electron-
ics will play a key roll in the search of these groups
of monster green fish and the best place to start your
search will be at the mouth of the major creeks, Birch,
Penson, Mustang, Williams, Wolfe and Dale. Focus
on the shad and scan for hooks that are surrounding
the clouds of bait. All these bass will be suspended so
target these fish with a flutter spoon if the wind is an
issue or a weightless fluke if the water is calm. Count

December

the bait down to the level where you marked them at
the rate of a second per foot. At that point, twitch the
fluke or rip the spoon. Stay in touch with the shad and
see what happens. Any flutter spoon will do the trick
if you are in the mouth of a creek that is inundated
with timber. Let it flutter to the bottom and experiment
with different retrieves to isolate what the fish favor. A
standard spoon in the same silver or gold works bet-
ter if you are in open water with no obstructions. Pay
close attention to your graph and direct your efforts
in areas where there are schools of sand bass or bar-
fish. All year, the big black bass have been mixed in
with the schools feeding

When You Build That Thirst

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners

on the unwitting small
bar fish. C-rigs and drop
shots have worked well
also using redbug and
junebug Talon Caro-
lina Worms. Locate the
baitfish and go to work.
Also, pay attention to
deep roadbeds as barfish
will gang up on these
structures during falling
surface temps and these
little yellow critters are a
Filet Mignon to big bass.
A 10XD in barfish color

Hours
10 AM till

Saturday
Closed
Sundays

Hooking Those Big Bass,
We have what you want to g
quinch that thirst! =
Come & Visit Uslll  [*

will be the ticket.

Once the water cools
into the low 50’s the shal-
low bite will still be rel-
evant on sunny days pro-

g. SKind of rupture 38. Progeny FMain ST HWY ar idi th ter t
. Supplemented with difficulty  41. Cotton fabric I o0 vidin, € waltcr temps
7. Duplicate 42. Displacement unit We Have All Of s : P
8. State in N.E. India 47. Public house . are warming. Rattletraps,
9. Check 49. Go through Your Favorite = - -
10, Herb 51 Groom B Herel = squarebills, chatterbaits
11. Gnarl 52. Antelope everages riere. o 1 1 i
12. Sense organs 54. Between Pisces and Taurus g and spinnerbaits will all
13. Monetary unit 55. Western event answer the call to duty.
21. Brazilian palm 56. Confederate general [TTTERT T - I
22. Henrik ___, dramatist 57. Enzyme Look for vegetation in the
26. Joyous 58. Grounds .
28. Implements of war 59. Panchen or Grand Skll’ll’ly water and pay at-
29. Jump 60. Kind of purse i i
30. This (Spanish) 61 Tidy g B tention to any baitfish ac-
gé ]Sashes 62. Promotional materials E Vicod Clark 5
. Open Counly
Lawrel (See Cooler days.......
Answers on Page 21 Appralesl Continued on Page 20)
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Rainbow Trout StOCking Returns Statewide (Continued from Page 1)

trout love cold water and can be caught on a va-
riety of baits and lures (worms, commercially
available pastes, corn, spinners, spoons, flies and
more), and are great to take home and eat. Our
winter rainbow trout program has been a favorite
of anglers for over forty years.”

TPWD plans to stock 337,469 rainbow trout in
Texas from Nov. 23 through March 3. Because
rainbow trout are unable to survive in Texas after
winter, anglers are encouraged to keep up to their
daily bag limit of five trout. Rainbow trout are an
attractive, tasty fish and anglers can easily find
recipes to prepare them online.

The Neighborhood Fishin’ program offers some
outstanding opportunities to catch rainbow trout
for families and new anglers in and around major
cities. TPWD manages 18 Neighborhood Fishin’
lakes statewide in most major urban centers, in-
cluding Austin, the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex,
Houston and San Antonio. These lakes are fre-
quently stocked with rainbow trout during the
winter stocking season and offer plenty of ame-
nities so family members of all ages can enjoy a
fun and relaxing day fishing and connecting in

RV

Page 7

nature.

Tailrace fishing is popular during trout season.
TPWD will stock rainbow trout into the Canyon
Tailrace on the Guadalupe River below Canyon
Lake, and the Possum Kingdom Tailrace on the
Brazos River below Possum Kingdom Lake for
anglers willing to try their hand in tailrace fish-
ing. Those locations often have very cool water
and provide excellent conditions for trout fish-
ing.

Other stocking locations include dozens of local
city and county managed park ponds, the Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Center casting pond, and
several rivers including the Frio, South Llano
and Guadalupe rivers and the Clear Fork of the
Trinity River.

In addition, anglers can pursue a fish in a Texas
State Park from a bank, dock or pier for free with-
out a fishing license. TPWD recommends any-
one planning a trip to a park reserve a day pass
in advance. Day passes can be reserved online
through the TPWD website or over the phone by
calling (512) 389-8900.

The good news is it doesn’t take a lot of sophis-

ticated fishing equipment to reel in a rainbow
trout. They can be caught using simple, light
tackle or on hand-tied flies using a fly rod. How-
ever, anglers should keep an array of baits and
lures nearby as well as ice to keep trout fresh.
For more tips on how to catch rainbow trout, gain
some insight from TPWD staft on the TPWD
YouTube channel.

In Texas, children under 17 fish for free, but
adults must have a fishing license with a fresh-
water fishing endorsement. An angler fishing in a
Community Fishing Lake or from a dock, pier or
jetty within a Texas State Park may use no more
than two poles. The statewide bag limit is five
trout, except on parts of the Guadalupe River
where special limits are in effect.

The dates and locations are subject to change
due to inclement weather or other unforeseen cir-
cumstances. Be sure to check the 2022-23 Trout
Stocking Schedule online before you go fishing
to confirm the stocking date, check fishing reg-
ulations and to find other winter trout stocking
program angling tips.

RO ST R RE A ST

Beautiful Lake Views
Large Lots With Concrete
Pads

Ploasure

Caney Point RV Resort

Call Joe Cell # 903-474-1946

Now Leasing ~ New Waterfront Lots
NEW SHADE TREE LAKEFRONT LOTS
Located on the North End of the 154 Bridge that

crosses Lake Fork

Annual Leases Only

1he Largest Lots on Lake lork and You Can HAVE

YOUR OWN PIER on Waterfront Lots

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS, 12" x 60" Level Concrete Pads, b, \ WP
Full Hook-ups, 70 Amp Electricity, / \ ?'“" e |

Security Gate, Paved Roads and Street Lights. . L Ay NN

Large Covered Pavilion for Get Togethers D RN m%'ﬂ#w

Scenic Deer and Other Wildlife (Sorry No Hunting) [\ | "% |1 )

RV's Cannot be Over 10 Years Old Coming Into Park || = o) ) AN

Cannot Live In Park~Weekends & Holidays Only ' ] " i-i__ | P -_"‘_»M , @

Owned By Christian American g ““; 9 00 ey
Abundant Wildlife Eor Scenic Owner on Property Call For A Tour Today!! ERRRY :5_4*.-':-. | J."

WE ARE THE BEST!!!
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5 miles N of Alba on Hwy.17

Paul Bacon
Licensed

Master Physical
Therapist

AQUATICS
ART EQUIPMENT
TREATMENTS FOR:

* STATE OF THE

* Back & Neck Pain

* Joint Pain Or Injury
* Geriatric Ailments

* Chronic Headaches

bt acti

* Pre/Post Op Rehab

* Sports Injuries

* Workers” Comp. Injuries
* Dizziness/Vertigo

Emory, Texas

“Fork’s

By Terri Moon

Well — as much as I hate
to say it— the cold weather
has finally arrived! These
30 some degree mornings
will sure remind you how
old your getting! But, the
motivation of knowing
how good the fishing gets
when the temperature falls
and the crappie start their
winter feeding frenzy —
it’s enough to make you
power through the cold!

The surface temperature
has dropped into the 50’s
so the crappie are mak-
ing a big push out deeper.
We are targeting 24 to 40
ft. depths — but, how deep
they might be in those
depths can change daily
and throughout the day.
They might be 12 ft. down
or 25 ft. down. Just keep
a close eye on the graph
and target accordingly.
Also make note of how
deep the baitfish are run-
ning. If your fishing with
Livescope, you will know
exactly how deep to fish
and in what direction! All
you have to do is figure
out what size and color jig
they want that day. But,
fair warning — you have
to be able to take “rejec-
tion” with the Livescope
because some days they
are just not interested and
just turn and swim away!
Try your best to keep your
bait above them and don’t
spook them by crashing
down through them or
erratically hopping your
bait. This will definitely
make them scatter. Try to
hold your bait as steady
as possible and maybe a
light twitch now and then.
If'you see a fish headed for
you, just slowly lift away
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“The Moon Report”

Winter
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from it and generally that
will trigger a strike!

Not all the crappie are
deep—especially around a
new or full moon. The last
full moon when everyone
was catching them in 30
to 40 ft, I found some
nice ones in 10 to 15 fi. (I
was very grateful because
there was 4 ft. rollers out
on the main lake!) Oh
my gosh, the winds have
been brutal! So, if you see
a forecast of 5-10 or light
and variable, take advan-
tage of it — they have be-
come rare!

Check your main lake
points, creek channels,
timber lines, brush piles
and bridges. I am seeing
giant shad in their stom-
achs so you might want
to up-size your bait — like
a Bonehead 3 inch bait
with a % oz. Bonehead
jig head. Or you can tip
a minnow on a Skipper
Y4 jig. The colors produc-
ing have been black/char-
treuse, LSU, white/char-
treuse, and blue/white.

Before I forget — De-
cember 1st to March Ist
you have to keep the first
25 you catch —no culling.

Trans1t10n”

The 10-inch minimum
does not go back in effect
till March Ist.

It’s hard to believe this
year is coming to an end.
It's been another year
of great challenges and
heartbreaking losses for
everyone. But, so grate-
ful for all the blessings
that came through during
these tough times!

Heartfelt thanks to all that
came to fish with me this
year and especially those
that have fished with me
my whole career! (They
were as happy as I was
when the Skeeter Solera
boat came along!) — they
call it my “Luxury Liner”!
So, a “BIG” thank you to
Skeeter Boats for making
my customers so comfort-
able on our fishing trips!

Also, be sure and check
out Lake Fork Marina for
your holiday shopping
for all of the fishermen in
your life. They have some
great gift ideas and gift
baskets!

I ' want to wish everyone a
“Wonderful Holiday Sea-
son” and many Blessings
to you all and especially to
my family!



December “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

A

Scotty Taylor caught this nice bass while Gary Reynolds from Iowa was a happy camp- Tracy Byrd caught this nice bass while fishing
fishing Lake Fork with guide David Ozio. ¢y when he caught this Lake Fork hawg fish- Lake Fork with guide David Ozio. Caught *
Caught * Photo * Release ing with guide Whitt Smith. C.P.R. Photo * Release

TERRI MOON

l FEAPPJF:?- RRIA K

-------

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trlpoday 903-335-0941
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Texas Game Warden Search and Rescue Drone Program Yields Positive Qutcomes Across the State

Three recent incidents requiring game warden
drone support and successful coordination with
local law enforcement led to an arrest in east
Texas and two rescues of lost individuals in the
hill country.

On the night of Nov. 3, Texas Game Warden
Michael Hummert responded to an Erath County
Sheriff’s Office request for assistance. An elder-
ly man had gone missing in Dublin, Texas. As
the only law enforcement officer equipped with
a thermal drone in the county, his services were
necessary.

“The setting sun prevented us from locating him
through usual means,” Hummert said. “The ther-
mal drone picks up body heat, which is necessary
to locate someone at night. With the cold creep-

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

21 Years in Business

Located in Yantis, Texas
All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings & Saves Money on A/C Bills
Residential Repair Services
RV Roof Repairs * Free Estimates

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100

email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

ing in, it was imperative to find him quickly.”
Using cell phone records, the sheriff’s office de-
termined a general location for the individual and
Hummert mapped out a search area. Working out
of a control station attached to his vehicle, he lo-
cated the individual through a thermal scan and
led deputies to the location.

Just nine days later, in Bell County, federal of-
ficials reached out for assistance in another miss-
ing person case. Without another available drone
operator in the area, Warden Hummert arrived on
scene. In this case, family shared vital informa-
tion to the person’s location while federal sup-
port provided robust mapping systems. Again,
the individual was found safe and secure.

Only in his second month of the Texas Game

Warden  Unmanned
Arial System Program
(UASP), Hummert

has seen firsthand the
benefit his skills and
equipment bring to his
community.

“The success is really
about the right equip-
ment. A helicopter is

highly beneficial for any search and rescue but
it’s not always practical in rural areas. Respond-
ing with a drone cuts your response time and
cost, allowing for more versatility. I respond to
anything from car accidents to bomb threats.”

Meanwhile, further east, Hummert’s drone team-
mate Texas Game Warden Doug Williams re-
ceived a request for assistance to locate a suspect
who shot at and physically assaulted two indi-
viduals, then fled. Using another thermal drone,
Williams circled the residence and spotted a heat
signature in the woods.

Due to the freezing temperatures, the suspect
was hiding in the brush curled in the fetal posi-
tion. He was arrested and later treated for hypo-
thermia.

“Empowering our division with the drone pro-
gram in cooperation with Gear Up for Game
Wardens donations creates a lifeline where there
wasn’t,” said UASP supervisor Lt. Matthew
Bridgefarmer. “Game warden drone operators
arrive first on scene to locate lost boaters and
hikers. We search in the aftermath of natural di-
sasters. At the end of the day, this program saves
lives.”

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service

Licensed Professional Guide
Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips
Individual or Corporate
Trips

903-638-3913

TAINNON BUCHET |
- MARINA

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

A Salon For The

Whole Family!

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420

. H-t} ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber

; * Mary Ann * Samantha

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER
FAST « FRIENDLY« SPEEDY « REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort « Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477
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Texas Game Warden Honors Take Center Stage at TPW Commission Hearing

Harris County Game Wardens, K-9 and Criti-
cal Incident Teams recognized by the Texas
Parks and Wildlife (TPW) Commission dur-
ing recent meeting for contributions across the
state —

Houston Game Wardens Receive Top Law
Enforcement Award

Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission recog-
nized Houston-area game wardens nominated
by the Harris County District Attorney’s Of-
fice for the 2021 Mothers Against Drunk Driv-
ing Outstanding Law Enforcement Award.

The honor follows an increase of cases filed
for driving and boating while intoxicated. Ac-
cording to Captain Jennifer Weaver, the award
is an encouraging incentive for her team’s de-
termination.,

“We took on some of the county’s most com-
plicated drunk driving cases—cases that re-
quire long hours, immense paperwork and due
diligence,” she added. “Game wardens were
not deterred. In several cases, they stepped up
and out of their comfort zone to ensure intoxi-
cated drivers were held accountable.”

Game Warden of the Year Announced
With only six years as a game warden under his
belt, Bo Hancock has proven himself a formi-

dable resource in the field. Serving first in The
U.S. Air Force, then as a warden in Presidio
and Brewster Counties, he set himself apart by
cultivating supportive relationships inside and
outside the game warden community. Exter-
nally, Bo created opportunities to share an ap-
preciation of nature with younger generations
through kid fish events, water safety programs
and wildlife identification teams.

Internally, he leads the Critical Incident Re-
sponse Team, a role he has held for three years.
The team is specially trained to focus on sup-
porting wardens, fellow law enforcement and
community members who have experienced
traumatic incidents. Through patience and
connection, Bo helps unite communities after
tragedy and utilizes his insight to teach his fel-
low wardens.

While stationed in Brewster County, Warden
Hancock served as an ambassador across the
agency assisting with numerous search and
rescue operations in the Big Bend area. He
continues to strengthen state and local partner-
ships while exemplifying service in the field.
K-9 Team Introduces Six Dogs to Service

The Texas Game Warden K-9 Team retired
ten dogs while inducting another six into ser-

vice. Each dog commissioned specializes in a
certain aspect of tracking,. including licensed
skills like wildlife resource detection, search
and rescue and evidence recovery. K-9 teams
operate across the Lone Star State as a force
multiplier to local law enforcement involved
in high-risk responses. Coordinating efforts
with a K-9 team results in reduced search time
and increased evidence recovery.

All newly commissioned dogs reside with
their certified handlers and remain in their
care after retirement.

. alke Fork ds
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LAKESIDE TROLLING MOTOR
8414 W FM 515

Yantis, Texas 75497

903-383-3232

AUTHORIZED DEALER
MotorGuide

NEVER STOPF.

SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
Here to help with all your trolling motor needs. Repairs: whether it be a bent shaft, an elec-
trical problem in your motor, water in the lower unit, a cable issue, or you just need a part,
our experienced tech will have you back on the water in no time. We are an authorized Mo-
torGuide Service Center. We also do repairs on Minnkota and all other makes and models
of trolling motors. Sales: We sell all makes and models of trolling motors.

CERTIFIED DEALER FOR THE ALL NEW LOWRANCE GHOST TROLLING MOTOR
SALES * REPAIRS * PARTS * INSTALLATIONS
We are an authorized Lowrance Electronics service center. We also sell Low-
rance Electronics products, such as Fishfinders, transducers, and accessories.
Advantage Program Available Lowrance products are protected by a one- or two-year lim-
ited warranty (depending on the product), and supported for an additional three years by
the Lowrance 5-Year Advantage Program, which allows customers to upgrade to the latest
technology, at a discounted price, in the unlikely event that a product fails or needs repair.

Wontinental

If you don't stand behind our Troops,
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STAND IN
FRONT OF THEM!!
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Lake Fork, Texas

-~ 469-815. 1201

Now Open
New Owner,

New Management
New Attitude
Catfish/Seafood Buffet
All You Can Eat
Plus Menu Items
Thursday thru Saturday
4 pm~9 pm
Sunday ~ 11 am ~ 2pm
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Big Time Texas Hunts Winners Announced

The Texas Parks
and Wildlife De-
partment (TPWD) is
pleased to announce
the winners of this
year’s Big Time Tex-
as Hunts. The win-
ners were selected
in a random drawing
from 154,551 entries
and the 14 lucky in-
dividuals have been
notified.

More than
$1,408,000 was
raised this year from
Big Time  Texas
Hunts entries and
proceeds from the
drawing support
wildlife research,
habitat management
and public hunting
across the state.

“Big Time Texas

Hunts continues to
be an important con-
servation fundraiser
for TPWD and we
greatly appreciate the
support of our Texas
hunters that purchase
entries each year,”
said Kelly Edmiston,
TPWD Public Hunt-
ing Coordinator. “If
a hunter is lucky
enough to win, they
will experience the
hunt of a lifetime. If
they don’t, they can
feel good knowing
the funds from their
entry go directly to
wildlife  conserva-
tion and public ac-
cess projects on pub-
lic hunting lands in
Texas.”

This

year’s win-

ner of the Texas
Grand Slam hunting
package, Stephen
Lambden of Point
Comfort, Texas, is
making plans for
four separate guided
hunts for the state’s
top four premier big
game species — des-
ert bighorn sheep,
white-tailed deer,
pronghorn and mule
deer.

This year’s winners
from the other Big
Time Texas Hunts
categories are as fol-
lows:

Ultimate Mule Deer
Hunt — Jared Poole,
Hankamer, Texas
Nilgai Antelope Sa-
fari — Chadwick Mi-

(Continued on Next Page)

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17
South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”
2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410
903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,

2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,
New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel « RV Park « Guide Serves « Boat Ramp
Boat Storage Units $45/mo.

Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com
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chael Goodman, Del
Valle, Texas
Premium Buck Hunt
— Marion Harvey
Rhodes, Lufkin, Tex-
as

Exotic Safari — Wes-
ley Howard, Colusa,
Calif.

Whitetail Bonanza
— Daniel Chavez,
Harlingen, Texas;
Stephen Lara, San
Antonio, Texas; Kas-
ey Mock, Stephen-
ville, Texas; Paul
Hicks, Fort Worth,
Texas; Michael Lop-
er, Sandia, Texas
Big Time Bird Hunt
—  Weston Walker,
Liberty, Texas

Gator Hunt — Samuel
Johnson, McKinney,
Texas

Powderhorn Cast
and Blast — Brandon

Killough, Winters,
Texas
Wild Hog Adventure
— Roy Rendon, Josh-
ua, Texas
“We want to congrat-
ulate the winners,
but also thank all the
hunters who bought
an entry this year,”
said Janis Johnson,
TPWD Marketing
Manager. “They are
the ones who made
the Big Time Texas
Hunt’s 26th year a
success. They helped
us raised $1,408,510
the highest amount
in the history of the
program, to support
wildlife manage-
ment, research and
conservation efforts
in Texas.”

Entries for next
year’s Big Time Tex-

as Hunts will go on
sale May 15, 2023.

Big Time Texas
Hunts is made pos-
sible with support
from Toyota and the
Texas Bighorn Soci-
ety.

If you would like
QUIDE s

Drelivered to you, a
friend, or relative’s
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)

For Only $35,
Send check or
Money Order
Mame 8 Address to:

The Fisherman’s
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

7497

KubotaUSA.com

SIPEKICK

Durability meets speed.

Stop in today and test drive the fast, durable Sidekick.
« Hauls a half ton and tows a full ton*

» Gas powered with a top speed of 40 mph

Together we do more?

Py ay — )
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Sarving NMortheast Texas Since 1225

40 MPH top speed Gas powered

« Two-year, 1,000-hour warranty

SOF-T6E-1TI6
LIS Twy. GOM.
Adba, Texas

L3-8 30-0348
1893 LIS 271
Pittzbure, Texas

*Excludes California models. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2022. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied,
or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your local dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com.
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BEST TACKLE |
STORE ON FORK !
SHOP ONLINE !
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BOAT RAMP ! BOAT SLIPS !
WIDE-OPEN WATER !
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REMODELED
ROOMS !

IWAY 154 - QUITMANITX 75783 - (903) 878-2529
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FIRTIN MARINE
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Let us put you on the water in a super new 2023 Bullet F alcon, Xpress,
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!
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- ~ VERANDA BOATS

N Authorized Dealer Sales
& Installation

Y . " ’ Sulphur Springs
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Ask About Our Service Specials 2
903-383-7726 Toll Free . i
866-920-8331 & MO
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Whooping Cranes Spotted on the Texas Coast During Annual Migration

With the first sightings of iconic, endan-
gered whooping cranes along the Texas
coast being reported, the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TPWD) is remind-
ing Texans to be on the lookout for these
impressive birds as they move through
the state.

Janess Vartanian, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (USFWS) Acting Whooping
Crane Coordinator, says that on October
21, a pair of whooping cranes were the
first to arrive this season on Matagorda
Island. Although this is a week earlier
than last year, we still expect most will
arrive in and around Aransas National
Wildlife Refuge (NWR) in December.

Once whooping cranes arrive on their
wintering grounds, many stay in the
same general area. Younger birds, how-
ever, often haven’t paired yet and may
wander a little off their usual flight path,
using areas quite distant from the Aran-
sas NWR area.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration has predicted Texas will

BOAT/CAR WASH
SELF SERVE OR DETAILING

H 0 T w A I E n s Y s T E M Qmeil requlated j?ﬂl[ltla htmg‘ f
' jmwmrp to tze gecurity of a [

8t o vight of the |

ear drmg, |

experience a La Nifia weather pattern for
the third consecutive winter, prompting a
warmer and drier winter across the South-
west and Gulf Coast. Vartanian says that
an extended drought may prompt whoop-
ing cranes to seek out and use fresh-
water sources on the Aransas NWR and
surrounding areas as winter progresses.
The USFWS is encouraging landowners
to consider providing freshwater on their
properties as well to aid the birds during
their migration and wintering period.
The public can help track whooping
cranes by reporting sightings to TP-
WD’s Whooper Watch, a citizen-science
based reporting system to track whoop-
ing crane migration and wintering loca-
tions throughout Texas. More informa-
tion about Whooper Watch, including
instructions for reporting sightings, can
be found online and by downloading the
iNaturalist mobile app. These observa-
tions help biologists identify new migra-
tion and wintering locations and their as-

sociated habitats.

Whooping cranes are the tallest, rarest
birds in North America. Currently, there
is a population of around 543 individu-
als. Thanks to coordinated conservation
efforts, whooping cranes are slowly re-
turning from the brink of extinction.

Whooping cranes make a 2,500-mile
journey from their Canadian breeding
grounds in northern Alberta’s Wood Buf-
falo National Park to the coastal marshes
of Texas each year. The migration south
to Texas can take up to 50 days.

During their migration, whooping cranes
seek out wetlands and agricultural fields
where they can roost and feed. The birds
often pass large urban centers like Dal-
las-Fort Worth, Waco and Austin. Though
whooping cranes rarely stay in one place
for more than a day during migration, it
is important that they not be disturbed or
harassed at these stopovers. As a feder-
ally protected species, it is illegal to dis-
turb or harass these birds.

With sandhill crane and waterfowl hunt-

(See Whooping Cranes Spotted....Continued on Page 21)
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1Sth Annual Big Bass Tournament
May 19.20.21. 2023
Now Accepting Reservations For

Commercial & Vendor Spaces
For May 19, 20, 21, 2023

Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise &
promote your products, merchandise, or company!

Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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Texans Encouraged to Practice Bear Safety This Fall

With winter quickly approaching, the Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)
encourages residents in the western, south-
western and northeastern portions of Texas
to practice appropriate safety measures and
report bear sightings.

Black bears are native to Texas, a part of
the state’s natural heritage and ecosystem.
They are guided by an excellent sense of
smell, and their behavior is driven largely
by appetite. Fall provides their last oppor-
tunity to feast before denning up for the
winter.

These natural characteristics become a
problem when they find easy meals from
humans, such as garbage, pet food or corn
from a deer feeder. If a bear continually
finds food around humans, it can become
habituated, losing its fear of people and
creating a potentially dangerous situation.

Big Bend National Park cited increased
bear activity as the reason to close two
trails in August until the bears moved along
to better feeding grounds this fall.

Sara Allen Colando, Brewster County
Commissioner, recently posted a photo of
a bear — dubbed a “new Terlingua Ghost

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

Town resident” — tearing up the trash be-
hind a local barbecue.

“We need bear-proof dumpsters,” she urged
residents. “Contact your disposal company
if there are bears in your area.” Colando
took her own advice and had her regular
dumpster replaced with a bear-resistant
unit.

Bear-proof garbage containers are a great
option that many communities have de-
ployed to reduce bear encounters. TPWD
biologists encourage keeping trash bags in
a secure location until the morning of trash
pickup and feeding pets inside or limiting
pet-food portions to an amount that can be
consumed completely at each feeding.

More information can be found on the
TPWD website, including how to secure
deer feeders or apiaries with electric fence
and the use of “unwelcome mats.” Unwel-
come mats, made from rough wood and nails
or brads, can be placed under windows, at
doors and fence openings and around out-
door freezers and refrigerators to discour-
age bears without causing serious injury.

Texas offers this non-game animal state
protected status as a threatened species, so

381 W.
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX
75440
(903) 473-0061

Clean, spacious
rooms and suites.
Close to Lake Fork,
Tawakoni and
Canton First
Monday Trade Day
Located at
TX-276 & US 69

75440

1026 E.
Lennon Dr.
(Hwy. 69)
Emory, TX
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it is against the law to hunt, harass or kill
them.

If you see a bear, stay away and do not at-
tempt to feed it, and notify your local police
or sheriff dispatch immediately to request
that they contact the local TPWD biologist
or game warden.

book.bestweslern.com

Premier rooms and
amenities inclading:
Banquet Room,
Swimming Pool and
Hot Tub,
Business and Fitness
Center and Boat
Parking.
Located at
FM 515 and US 69
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Gear Up for 2023 With Official Texas

State  Parks
Ring in Texas State
Parks’ 100th birthday
in style when hitting
the trails in 2023. Park
lovers can purchase of-
ficial Texas State Parks
100-year celebration
merchandise from a
state park or the Texas
Parks and Wildlife De-
partment website.

“We are excited to
unveil our Centennial
Celebration  product
line, which was de-
signed to commemo-
rate every state park in
Texas as we head into
2023, said Thomas
Wilhelm, Texas State
Parks Marketing and
Brand Manager. “Our
parks will be buzz-
ing with activities
throughout the centen-
nial celebration, and

Centennial

we encourage all Tex-
ans to get outside and
explore both new parks
and old favorites.”
Products included in
this product launch in-
clude:
*100-year celebration
mug — This 14-ounce
ceramic coffee mug
has the name of all
89 Texas State Parks
printed on the side.
*100-year scratch off
poster — This 167x20”
scratch off map lets
visitors keep track of
the state parks.
*Centennial  Edition
Passport — These 100-
page, spiral bound
passports allow folks
to tally which parks
they have explored.
*100-year lapel pin —
This  special-edition

Merchandise

lapel pin includes the
new 100-year anniver-
sary design.

*100-year keychain —
This keychain includes
the new 100-year anni-
versary design.
*100-year
patch.
*100-year hiking stick
medallion — Adorn
your hiking stick with
this collectible medal-
lion.

SEw-0n

“Customers have
asked for a stamp-able
passport program for a
long time,” said Wil-
helm. “The new pass-
port book has dedicat-
ed pages for every state
park and visitors will
be able to get a unique
stamp at every state
park across Texas.”

4

First National Bank
of East Texas

Together, We're Better

Welcome
All Visitors

& Anglers To Lake Fork
And The Area

=

First National Bank of
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas
903-763-4545
100 NW Loop 564

Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com
“Branches of First National Bank
Of East Texas, Gilmer”

East Texas

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

_ Member
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”

Carolyn West, President 2022 LFSA

As the year nears an end, it is easy
to reflect on 2022 and realize that there
were so many new challenges for Lake
Fork Sportsman’s Association and so
many new experiences. In grand style,
LFSA persevered.

Who would have believed that the pan-
demic would leave so many aftereffects?
Who would have expected the Lake to
experience a drought that would leave it
seven-plus feet low on a long-term ba-
sis? Who would have thought that the
grasses growing in a high school green-
house would need to be kept alive for 2
years without being able to plant them
in the lake?

On the positive side, LFSA received a
significant grant from Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department funding expansion
of the grasses program and allowing two
additional schools to join. What dynam-
ic students at Alba Golden and Quitman!
The grant also allowed for experimen-
tal floating planters and seed genera-
tors. We look forward to working with

the school systems to make and deploy
these projects, as well. Ed Swenson is
our “inventor/designer” for the planters
and generators.

The High School Tackle Program ex-
panded and had the most productive year
yet. Thank you to the leadership of that
committee, Terry Long and Mike and Pat
Kostial.

As always, our Live Release Boat pro-
vided an excellent service to tourna-
ments by keeping the catch alive and re-
turning the fish to the lake. Bruce Allen
and Larry Lewis provided scheduling
support and boat maintenance.

Our membership grew during the year
with some energetic new members who
bring promise of new ideas and a volun-
teering spirit.

In December at our annual membership
meeting, our 2023 Board of Directors
will be elected and several of us who
are currently on the Board will be hand-
ing over the leadership to others to take
LFSA to the next step in growth. Those
of us who will be leaving the Board are
appreciative of the support we have re-

Foundation" ¢

T

Needs

Your Help!!!
If you know a family that has a child that
meets our criteria, just ave them cafl us.

Al S

U Sﬁ"‘“Sre- The Word!

" Becanse every oftild deserves a cltance to fish!" pd
o oo,

ceived and grateful for the opportunity
to serve in the past. We all look forward
to continuing to volunteer in support of
this new leadership.
The 2023 Board of Directors will be
Lake Fork

announced in LFSA’s article at the end
é" Sportsman’

of December.
ASSOCIATION %

Presoatag The Logena

TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA re-
quests donations of new and used fishing
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, and
refurbished. Items will be further donated to
area high school fishing teams.

Call Pat Kostial, 760-458-7885 or Terry
Long, 214-206-7504 for more information or
to arrange a donation.

Practice Safe
Boaring

Practice C.PR.

We'll take over from therel ,

"Every child deserves a chance to fish!" Children diagnosed or who have experfenced a life-threatening iliness or ac-
cident sometimes do not fuve that opportunitv. Now thivough the "Wish to Fish Foundation” they can have that day
in the sen with thelr family. Any family with a child between the ages 3 to 18 years of age that hus been dingnosed or
treated for a life-threatening fliness or accident is invited to come fish Lake Fork for any species of fish at NO COST!
Lodging, meals, and fishing are provided for, This allows the fumily to spend guality time together fishing withouw! wor-
ries or expeitses. The outing includes one night lodging, meals, refreshiments, snacks, «fl on a 26' Tritoon Pontoon,
(accompanied with a 9-1-1 chase boat for any emergency that may occur, All bait and fishing equipment provided, If
you are, or know of a family that meets the above criterin, contact us! Help us spread the word, we are here for the
children!
For Scheduling or More Info Contact: Don Hampton, Founder & Program Director
visit our website: www,wishtofishfoundation.com
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“Cooler days are finally coming!” (continued from Page 5)

tivity. There will also be other patterns that will work
during this time of the year, one being the jig and craw
trailer fished on the creek bends where wood is pres-
ent. Black and blue is my fav, especially on cloudy
days. If the water is fairly clear, switch to watermelon
red front to back. Work it slow, especially through the
roots of the trees. Sunny afternoons during this season
can also be a gold mine. As the water cools into the
mid-fifties, chatterbaits and traps are the go to baits
worked shallow and be sure to focus on the 2:00 to
5:30pm window. Water warms during the afternoon

DATID 9E1Y

903-473-8784 « 306 PR 7332 « Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy 515 to Ralns CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins « Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV
Microwave « Coffee Pot
e Mini-fridge

N F\
Lodge Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites ¢ Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups

Annual « Monthly « Weekly « Overnight
Covered Pavilion « Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

and the fish will move up for a free meal. Pay attention
to any bird activity and they will lead you to the bass.
December/January is also a great month to catch
numbers on the power plant lakes. If cabin fever has
set in, give me a call and we can wear them out where

the water temps are summer like. If you are headed [

out to Lake Fork in December searching for the trophy
of a lifetime, I would love to be a part of this trophy
quest. I still have a few dates open in December and
some in January. I also have gift certificates available
if you have friends or loved one’s who have dreamt of
landing a huge bass. You can contact me at 409 782-
4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can
follow me on Facebook and Instagram at DavidOzi-
oLakeForkGuide. I post my daily trip results on this
page. [ would like to thank Okuma Fishing and Talon
Custom Lures for making my job the blast that it is and
I hope to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 10:13.
“Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved I w1sh all of you a blessed day
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Scotty Taylor w1th
David Ozio

Phil Hennlgan with
David Ozio

Patrlck & Clancey
Sneed with David
Ozio
Practice Safe
Boafing

Traey Byrd with
David Ozio

GOLF

Boat Ramp

3490 S FM 2869
Pla?fground For The Hawkins, TX 75765
Children 903-769-3600

EAT. SLEEP.
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REPEAT.

CAR RANCH

205-769-36010

3404 N Fourth St
Longview, TX 75605
903-252-4444
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WhOOping Cl‘anes SpOtted....... (Continuedfrom Page 15)

ing seasons open-
ing and whooper
migration in full
swing, TPWD urges
hunters to be extra

vigilant. Whooping
cranes are some-
times found in

mixed flocks with
sandhill cranes,
which are gray and
slightly smaller.
With their all-white
body plumage and
black wingtips,
whooping  cranes
may also resemble
snow geese, which
are much smaller
and have faster
wing beats. A video
detailing the dif-
ferences between
snow geese and
whooping  cranes
can be found on the
TPWD YouTube
Channel.

If you would like
TR
FISHRRMAN'S

CYIDE s
Delivered to you, a
friend, or relative’s
home for 1 year
(12 Issues)
For Only 435,

Send check or
Money Order
Mame & Address to:

The Fisherman's
Guide News
538 PR 5861
Yantis, TX.,

70497

There are sever- vious differences.
al other non-game More information
species that are on look-alike spe-
similar in appear- cies is available
ance such as wood online.
storks,  American I’'M NIGER
white pelicans, WHEN |
great egrets and
others, but a close GETTO
look will reveal ob- FISH.

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
903-360-6994 www.wishtofishfoundation.com
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Music Find

backward and forward.
BANJO
CLARINET
DRUMS
FLUTE
GUITAR
HARP
OBOE
TRUENDO
R PAHAN
OJNABYP
MBORTI
B ARPRA
ONAIMDO
NATUBII
ETULTFL
RAGIUT
NIPNOT
OSMARA
HAUGG S
POTRUM
LTRONU
Y NORGR
XA SNSD

There are 14 musical instruments hidden throughout
the scrambled puzzle below. See how many you can find
and circle. The words go horizontally and vertically,

ORGAN
PIANO
SAXOPHONE
TROMBONE
TRUMPET
TUBA
VIOLIN

HP—=U< O CRSYW YR~ — IO
Z=AOCQAC > A=2Z2m—=S0 I
P=CHOAMITIOPPRIOORZ0
HCWPrZWAAmMZ — 0O~ <4
CQE<—OmOoOwWoC»>w~my
WrZOHmumHECcRICEw
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MUSTANG
RESORT

Motel, Marina,
R.V. Park and
Professional

Guide Service

Located on Beautiful Lake Fork’s Little Mustang

Bay on Hwy. 17 ~ 5 miles north of Alba, Texas
Beautiful 10 Unit Motel * Ample Lighted Boat
Parking * Comfortably Decorated in Rustic Cedar
# 2 I'ull-Sized Beds * Cable TV * WIFI
* Refrigerator * Coffee Maker
% Individual Heating & Air Conditioning
# LElectronic Security Gate

RV’s Daily/Weeklyv/Monthly/Annually

Annual Boat Launch * Annual Dry Boat Storage
Store ® Tackle * Bait * Gras

507 County Road 1550 * Alba, TX., 75410
Call: (903) 765-2548 Fax: (903)765-3089
Email: mustang{@texascellnet.com
Visit on the web: www.mustangresort.com

Employee Merchandise, Uniform, Events, Retail

Branded Products & Apparel

Over 700,000 products to choose from including retail brand lines

Knowledgeahle Staff & Support

Contact us today for all your Screenprint, Embroidery & Promo Needs

www.clownco.com
972-288-6994 » 1-800-373-9896




Lake Fork Waterfront Property

ATTENTION: R.V. PADSITE RENTERS
Don’t rent -- OWN!

For the cost of renting/leasing you can gwn your own
(leeded (general warranty deed) lake property with

the following amenities;

* POSSIBLE FINANCING AVAILABLE
* Security gated

* Clubhouse with restaurant

* Central water & sewer systems

* Swimming pool

* Condos for your family & guests

* Playeround for the children

* Playroom with pool table and foozeball
* Miniature golf

* Boat ramps on Lake Fork

* Fishing piers on Lake Fork

* Stocked interior fishing ponds

* RY Campground with full hook-ups

* Laundromat

YOU CAN HAVE ITALL FOR LESS OR ONLY PENNIES MORE
THAN THE ANNUAL COST OF YOUR RENTED PAD.

Holiday Villages of Lake Fork ~ Call: 903-§78-7263
“WHY LEASE..WHEN YOU CAN OWN!!!”
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Game Warden Field Notes

The following items
are compiled from
recent Texas Parks
and Wildlife Depart-
ment law enforce-
ment reports.

--Not His Biggest
Fan--Following  up
on months of inves-
tigation and numer-
ous tips, Lubbock
district game war-
dens wrapped up an
investigation  dating
back to 2015 when a
landowner in Scurry
County noticed sev-
eral of his fences were
being cut once every
few months, with no
other known fences
in the area being tam-
pered with. Within
the last three months,
it began to happen in

more spots and with
increased  frequency.
The wardens decided
to place an undercover
camera on one of the
county roads where
the fence was most
commonly cut, and on
Sept. 28 the land own-
er called the wardens
and told them that his
fences had been cut in
five different locations.
After reviewing the
video there was only
one vehicle spotted
during the suspected
timeframe, and foot
prints were found at
each location where
the fence was cut. Af-
ter further investiga-
tion the wardens lo-
cated the driver and he
admitted to cutting the

fences on separate oc-
casions dating back to
2015. He stated he was
mad at the landowner
because he chose not
to put wind turbines
on his land and it
made it harder on him
in planning and build-
ing roads for the tur-
bines on the neighbor-
ing properties. He also
told the wardens that
his company offered
the landowner a good
price to put them on
his land and he should
have participated like
everyone else. Dur-
ing the interview, the
individual also admit-
ted to hunting without
landowner  consent
on two different occa-

(Continued on Page 24)

MILLER GROVE CATFISH

AL VO GARY
EABUERE

“Celebrating Our

25th Anniversary!”

Fridays &
Saturdays

4:00 pm - 9:00 pm
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“Well-Seasoned Greetings!”

By Sue Hampton

Are you expecting a houseful of hungry guests
this holiday season? Don’t panic — even though
time might be hard to come by, entertaining can
be fun and stress-free. As any host or hostess
knows, avoiding a “food frenzy” is a key ingre-
dient for easy-going entertaining.

Here are a couple of easy appetizer recipes for
your holiday guests!

Onion, Mushroom & Pepperjack
Quesadillas

“WHonry @4@(:3&*#4 and W-t-ﬁﬁ; Hew "";m |

From our famlly to yours we want to wish
everyone a very “Merry Christmas & Happy
New Year!” Have a blessed holiday season!

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”
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1 teaspoon olive oil

1 large onion, thinly sliced

2 cups sliced fresh white mushrooms
2 garlic cloves, minced

1 teaspoon sugar

"5 teaspoon salt

Y cup frozen or drained canned corn kernels
1 tablespoon chopped fresh cilantro
4 flour tortillas, 8 diameter each

% cup shredded

pepperjack cheese

1. In a large nonstick skillet, heat oil over high
heat. Add the onion, mushrooms, garlic, sugar
and salt; cook stirring frequently, until vegetables
begin to soften, about 3 minutes. Add corn; cook,
stirring frequently, until mushrooms are tender
and onions are lightly brown, about 5 minutes.
Transfer mixture to a bowl; stir in cilantro.

2. Arrange tortillas on a work surface and spread
the lower half of each with % of the onion mix-
ture (about %2 cup). Sprinkle each with 3 table-
spoons of the cheese. Fold top half of the tortilla
over filling and press lightly to seal.

3. Wipe out skillet with a paper towel and re-
turn to high heat. Add 2 quesadillas to skillet
and cook, turning once, until cheese melts and
tortillas are lightly browned. Repeat with the 2
remaining quesadillas.

Boneless Beef
Tenderloin

Cheesy Chicken

Quesadillas

2 tablespoons vegetable oil

2 cup Ketchup

2 cups shredded cheese

1 pound boneless chicken breast, cut into strips
1 medium green bell pepper, diced

1 medium onion, diced

4-1/2 ounces chopped mild or hot chilies
Flour tortillas

Sour cream and guacamole (garnish)

To prepare, quickly cook chicken in 1 table-
spoon vegetable oil in a large skillet, set aside. In
the same skillet saute green pepper and onion un-
til slightly tender. Stir in ketchup and chilies and
add chicken. Brush one side of half of the torti-
llas with remaining oil and place them oiled-side
down on a baking sheet. Evenly top tortillas
with half of cheese, chicken mixture and then re-
maining cheese. Top with remaining tortillas and
brush with oil. Bake in a preheated 400 degree
oven, eight to ten minutes or until cheese melts
and tortillas are golden-brown.

To serve, present on a large platter or cut into
quarters on individual plates garnished with a
dollop of sour cream and guacamole.

Happy Holidays to all!

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CUT

OF OUR FRESHEST MEATS!”

Ribeye or
T-Bone Steaks

Lean

Boneless Pork

Ground Round Loin Roast

903-342-0300

308 E Coke Rd Winnsboro, TX
At Qur Location Between Brookshires & McDonald’s

St. Louis
Ribs

Boneless
Pork Chops

Custom Smoking For The Holidays
Deer Processing (Seasonal)

Now Making Summer Sausage, Beef Sticks, and Boneless Deli Meats
Smoked Sausage * E.E. Wilson Syrup « Honey * Ribbon Chicken & C
Cane * Sorgham * Moonshine Syrup Breast heese

Hours: Tues. thru Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

A Fresh Selection Just For You!

Sat, ~ 8 a.m. to I p.m. Closed Monday
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Game Warden Field NOteS (Continued from Page 22)

sions, along with burglary of a building. Over-
all, the individual was arrested and charged with
the following: 10 counts of criminal mischief -
state jail felony, burglary of a building - state jail
felony, two counts of hunting feral hogs without
landowner consent - class A misdemeanor, two
counts of criminal trespass with a deadly weapon
- class A misdemeanor, and one count of posses-
sion of a protected species (owl talons) — class C
misdemeanor.

--On The Lam--In October, a Schleicher County
game warden received a call from a concerned
citizen about a “big turtle” in the middle of the
highway on Toe Nail Trail. Upon arriving at the
scene out in the middle of a very rural part of
the county the game warden found a large sulcata
tortoise just hanging out on the farm to market
highway. After a newspaper article, Facebook
postings and multiple phone calls the game war-
den was able to locate the sulcata tortoise’s own-
er. Apparently, the large tortoise had escaped his
enclosure by pushing on a weak spot of a fence
and had been on the lam in the West Texas coun-
tryside for 10 days. Another happy ending in El-
dorado, Texas.

--The Camera Doesn’t Lie-- A Williamson
County game warden received information
about a woman who posted a picture on social
media taking her first teal the previous weekend

December

on Granger public land. The game warden found
her contact information and discovered that
she was from Hays County. The game warden
conducted a record check and although she did
have a valid hunting license, she had no hunter
education. When wardens contacted her at her
residence and conducted a field interview, she
denied shooting it the previous weekend and
said it was shot the last weekend of teal season.
The husband came out and told the game warden
they shot it two weekends ago. The game warden
kept interviewing both parties and the husband
finally admitted taking out his waterfowl decoys
to see if any teal would come in. The warden got a
confession from both parties that they both took
a teal each during closed season. Citations and
civil restitution were filed.

--Cracked Under Pressure-- A Llano County
game warden responded to a call from San Saba
dispatch regarding an active poaching situation.
Once on scene, a landowner claimed to have

witnessed someone shoot one of his red stag
deer from the neighboring property. The scene
was photographed, and evidence was gathered,
but the warden was unable to contact the other
property owner. The following morning, game
wardens went back to San Saba to meet with the
hunters from the alleged violators property. One
subject was identified as having been hunting
in the blind near the incident at the time it oc-
curred. The subject swore he did not shoot across
property lines and even provided a written state-
ment claiming he didn’t shoot. The subject ap-
peared nervous and the game warden advised
the subject of the charges he was facing. The sub-
ject finally cracked and stated, “I messed up.” The
subject went on to confess to shooting the red
stag, even though he had already lawfully shot a
doe on his property 45 minutes prior. The subject
will be charged with hunting without landown-
er’s consent and the case is still pending.

(Continued on Next Page)

Fish Friendly
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--Prong Side of the Law-- Amarillo district game
wardens made contact with three individuals on
a side by side ATV. At first contact they admit-
ted they had shot a doe pronghorn. After inter-
viewing all three individuals the doe was shot
approximately an hour before and they were on
the way to a different property to dump the car-
cass, in hopes that no one would find it. Citations
for hunting in a closed season and invalid permit
were issued.

--Blinded by The Light-- A Montgomery County
game warden was notified of road hunting activ-
ity from a caller who said that he was awoken by
headlights being shined in his window. He got up
to see a vehicle turning around in his driveway.
The caller claimed that he was able to document
the license plate and then went to sleep. The next
day, he noticed the shaft of an arrow and blood
in his front yard. The game warden located the
owner of the vehicle and received a full confes-
sion. The suspect admitted to shooting a buck
in the caller’s yard. He also admitted to shooting
at two other deer on the same night. Charges of
hunting deer at night and hunting deer with an
artificial light were filed.

--Follow Your Arrow, Unless You’re This Guy-
- A Liberty County game warden received a
call from an employee of a private subdivision

“The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”

near Dayton, Texas reporting that he had just
observed a man dragging and trying to load a
whitetail deer into his vehicle from private sub-
division property. When he confronted the man,
the subject said he had just found the dead deer
and didn’t want it to go to waste. The employee
noted the deer had what appeared to be an entry
and exit wound from an arrow that had appar-
ently been used to kill it. After a brief investiga-
tion, the subject confessed to shooting the deer
while hunting without landowner consent. Cases
and restitution are pending.

--Hiding in Plain Sight-- A Jefferson County
game warden was patrolling along Hwy 73 in
Port Arthur when he recognized a truck parked
alongside the highway near a popular fishing
spot as one that belonged to a local subject that
he had an arrest warrant for. Less than six months
prior, the game warden had issued the subject a
citation for no fishing license and then later dis-
covered his license was suspended. An arrest
warrant was obtained for the offense of fishing
while license suspended at that time, but it hadn’t
yet been served. The game warden watched with
binoculars from a distance and observed the
subject with the outstanding warrant fishing yet
again. He contacted the subject and placed him
under arrest for the outstanding warrant and a
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new charge of fishing while license suspended
and placed him in the Jefferson County Jail. Cas-
es pending.

--The Apple Doesn’t Fall Far From The Pop-
Up Blind--Two Harris County game wardens
responded to a request for assistance from the
University of Houston Clear Lake (UHCL) Police
Department when they were alerted to a suspi-
cious person in a wooded portion of the campus.
The campus police found a father and son, one
of whom was holding a crossbow, in the process
of cleaning a recently harvested buck. The officer
detained the individuals and secured the scene
until the wardens arrived. The officers and the
wardens worked together to search the area and
interview the suspects, when they discovered a
pop-up blind, corn and drug paraphernalia. One
of the men confessed to shooting three addition-
al bucks during the last week in the same area.
After further investigation, it was revealed that
the father had a previous charge for poaching a
12-and-a-half-foot alligator from a nearby coun-
ty park. When searching the individual’'s home,
the wardens later recovered the heads of two
bucks. Charges for hunting without landowner
consent, hunting without a license, and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia are pending.

Service Marine on Lake Fork

NOW IN THEIR 31st YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”
WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

Q

) YAMAHA

TOHATSU

Faed tlree Wired™

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909

W oo nprar mlEnEk e nae Sales )(' Service
YOL GET ALL THE

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

Installation

With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and
silently with the
touch of a button

and keep your boat
securely in place,
even in heavy wind
and current.

visit us online at:




CLASSIFIEDS

LAND FOR SALE
for RV, Mobile Home
or House; Pool; Pier;
Ramp; Gated Entry.
903-878-7265.

FOR SALE 2001 193
Champion Bass Boat
Single Console, 200
Yamaha VMAX, 1
owner since new, ga-
rage kept, very nice
boat.817-917-9531
leave message $17,500

Fish Friendly

Practice Good
Sporismanship

s
Our Lake Clean

24 hour Service Credit Terms Available] é

Monte Coleman's
DISCOUNT BAIL

BONDS

Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens
Right Across From Wood County Jail

Fast & Honest Service
portsman’S
Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each

(903) 763-4844
ASSOCIATION
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

?i La ke Fork
'?f‘éc 4
Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

™ i - ‘d?fi‘m‘d"m
-ﬂ* Hews You Can Hse”

Lake Fork's Lines To Ged Hooked On!

ot Don Hampton
A= 535 PR 5851 + Yantis, TX., 75497
Sishnews@.LakeFork.net

www fishguidenews.com
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V03-383-7748 Cell: 903-360-6994
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| hur Spnngs & Q_uitman

539E. Goode
Quitman, Texas 75783 1
903-763-2232 b i

| www.TuIiveanrd.cum

Hefner Group Insurance

DISCOUNTS UP TO 40%

MINEOLA
MARSHALL
HOLLY LAKE
TYLER
LONGVIEW

903- 569 5115
903-935-0011
903-769-5566
903-509-2468 S

F Trusted
Cholce

903-297-6787

www.hefnergroup.com




December

FISHERMANS NN
2933 Wesi 5H 154
Ouitman, TX 75783
DI3-878-2137

Martins

Family Cramed & Operuted
Fiih Hox 653

v Lk Bow kolishe eivam =i, codn
CARIN RENTALS « RY PARK

Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529

Replicas ~ $20 per inch
Ducks ~ $400
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork

portsman’§
ASSOCIATION

FPhesersdeg The Legond

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month beginning at 6:30 pm at
Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

24 hour Service Credit T‘-rms BAvailabl
Monte Coleman's

DISCOUNT BAIL

BONDS

Quitman, Texas * 407 Stephens
Right Across From Wood County Jail
Fast & Honest Service

(903) 763-4844
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Lake Fork Tournament
Schedule Dec. thru Feb.

2023

#& December

Dec. 10 ~ JC Outdoors Fall
Minnow Bucket

& January %@
g
No Notification For Tournaments This
Month!

If you are having a tournament on Lake
Fork, email us at fishnews@lakefork.net.

MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW!!!!
18TH ANNUAL LEGEND OF LAKE
FORK BIG BASS TOURNAMENT
MAY 19, 20, 21, 2023

i

-

February

Feb. 18 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket
Feb. 19 ~ Media Bass
Minnow Bucket
Feb. 26 ~ JC Outdoors Individual
Minnow Bucket

LOVELL’S
Restaurant
“My Oﬁbjﬂg The Pie”

903-765-2087

Rebuilt Batteries
Auto, RV, Boats » 6-8-12 volt

| Refinish Auto Headlight Lenses
I also make Wood Art & Signs

Call 903-975-4370

Please leave a message or text I will call back

See Your Business
Promoted Here!!
Call Don
903-383-7748

OO0 3-342-0300)

108 E. Coke Rd

Winnshoro, T

East Texas Optical, Inc.
2476 West Highway 154 « Quitman, TX.,

O03-878-2451 or 800-442-8266
Buy One pair of eveglasses
Get 2nd pair 1/2 OFF
Dpen: Mon. ~ Fri. 9AM. -6 I
Saturday ~9 AM. - 1 PM.

Paul Bacon

Phoysi ol Thermpist
4038 E. Levman Si., She. 101 {203} 478-9436
Emary. TX 75440 fax 90314735170
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L ake Hork

Hopkins, Rains and Wood Counties
Texags

Lake Area — 27,264 gcres N
Deepest Point — 70 feet ‘ Alba S ffpt —

All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome
May 19, 20, 21, 2023
2 1 0 000 Guaranteed In
$ @) Cash & Prizes
Benefiting “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

f GRAND PRIZES INCLUDE: |

$40,000 For The Heaviest Bass Over The Slot
$30,000 For the Heaviest Under The Slot, $20,000 Early Incentive Draw
(Early Entries Only, Received Before April 30, 2023 and must be present to win)

11 PrLaces Paip Houry 1sT-S600 - 2nD-S400 - 3rp-S300 - 41H-S200 - 51H-S175
6TH-S150 - 7TH-S135- 8TH-S125 - 9TH-S115 - 10TH - SO0 - 1st Out oF 10TH S100 GC

For mone INFormaTion caLL: 903-360-6994 or 903-383 1748 EMAIL: FISHNEWS @LAKEFORK.NET

T‘* ) Rains County Tourism PN
Emoy XX LacsgCozi<  DistributionBoard  SARTING - MARING ((S oD

TFO




