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Lake Fork guide Randy Oldfield caught this 
nice Double-Digit bass in February. C.P.R.

Martin Venneman caught this nice Lake Fork 
bass fishing with Janice Jenkins Malone in 
February. C.P.R.

Jeff Hammons from Dallas, TX., caught this 
nice February lunker fishing with guide Whitt 
Smith.  C.P.R.

MEGA BASS ON 
LAKE FORK

Legend of Lake Fork
Big Bass Tournament
By Don Hampton

  For all anglers that have been anxious and call-
ing about the dates, the 18th Annual Legend of 
Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament will be held on 
May 19, 20, 21, 2023.  
  At present time after the most recent rains, we 
are sitting at 2.26-feet low having come up at 
least 5-feet in the past two months. With the win-
ter and spring rains on the way we should be at 
or close to full pool during the tournament with 
all boat ramps open. Some bass will have already 
spawned and eating heavily to get their weight 
back, but some will still be on the beds. We all 
know what this means, great fishing and the best 
time of the year.

By Don Hampton

  The 15th Annual  
Techron Mega Bass 
Tournament presented 
by BassChamps will 
be held on Lake Fork 
March 26th hosted out 
of Lake Fork Marina.
  This is the highest 
paying single day tour-
nament for amateur 
anglers with $20,000 
in cash pay-outs every 
hour of the tournament.
  The heaviest bass 
brought to the scales 
each hour will receive 
$15,000, 2nd heavi-
est $1,000, 3rd $900, 
4th $800, 5th $700, 
6th $600, 7th $500, 
8th $400, 9th $300 and 
10th $250.  There will 
also be a hat bonus 
each hour. If an angler 
purchases a hat and is 
in 11th or 12th place 
in any hour, they will 
receive $200. Add-
ing even more excite-
ment to the tourna-
ment, any angler that 
weighs in an exact 
weight of 2.5-pounds, 
3-pounds, 9-pounds, or 
10-pounds, that angler 
will receive an extra 

$500.
  Mega Bass is open to 
all amateur anglers and 
to all boat brands. For 
the angler that brings 
in the heaviest bass of 
the tournament to the 
scales, they will not 
only have $15,000 in 
their pocket but also 
be taking home a 2023 
Skeeter ZX 200 pow-
ered by Yamaha.
  Early entries received 
before March 22nd are 
eligible to win prizes 
in a drawing from 
Techron, Berkley, Abu 
Garcia, Amphibia and 
more.
  Anglers that wish to 
enter the tournament at 
Lake Fork Marina reg-
istration will be on Fri-
day March 24th from 5 
pm to 7 pm, on Satur-
day March 25th from 
12 pm to 7 pm and on 
Sunday March 26th at 
5 am.
  For more information 
about the tournament 
see advertisement on 
Page 28 or go to www.
basschamps.com or 
call 817-439-3274.
  Hope to see everyone 
there.
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Located on 515
Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17
Website: www.scenic515cabins.com

Email: scenic515mascha@gmail.com 
Mascha Taylor ~ Property Manager

Great Lodging Accomodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking 
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave  

* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House

“Great Rates”
Make Your  Reservations

Today!!!
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“Life Changes and so does Bubba and Bubbette!”
By Don Hampton

  As is with life, ev-
erything and every-
one goes through 
changes. Such is the 
way with Bubbas’.
  There have been 
jokes cracked about 
Bubba and Bubbette’s 
favorite source of en-
tertainment being a 
bug-zapper and a six 
pack of beer.
  You could sit around 
a bug-zapper and 
hear exclamations 
like, “Wow, that must 
have been a really big 
one,” or “Holy Cow, 
it really fried that 
one!”
  The bug-zapper will 
still serve its purpose 
and the six pack will 
remain, but now there 
is a better source of 
entertainment for 

Bubba. He found at 
one of the many boat 
shows he attends a 
bug zapper tennis 
racket that runs on 
batteries. Bubbette 
admits it is good ex-
ercise for Bubba. 
He will run around 
the yard imitat-
ing John McEnroe’s 
back swing chasing 
bugs. He even shows 
some of the same at-
titude when Bubbette 
makes him quit chas-
ing her, the dog and 
cat around the house. 
He is smart enough 
not to touch any of 
them with it when it 
is turned on! The cat 
would scratch him, 
the dog would bite 
him, and he doesn’t 
even want to think 
about what Bubbette 
would do to him. 

  Bubba hasn’t given 
up his singing bass. 
He still keeps enough 
batteries around the 
house to keep it sing-
ing. This bass looks 
just like a wall plaque 
replica bass and when 
you push the but-
ton, it starts singing. 
That is right, a sing-
ing bass that does 
two songs, “Don’t 
Worry, Be Happy”, 
and “Take Me to the 
River, Throw Me In 
The Water.” Bub-
bette is about to put a 
catch and release on 
that toy of his. You 
may see that one at 
Goodwill or she may 
take it to the river and 
throw it in the water! 
When this does hap-
pen it will be one 
bass Bubba won’t be 
able to catch!

  You might wonder 
why Bubba has been 
so intrigued with this 
novelty item for so 
long? It’s just a re-
cording! Not so!
  As the music starts, 
the bass starts flap-
ping its tail to the 
music and in certain 
segments of the song 
the bass turns its head 
to face you and with 
lips moving, sings to 
you.
  Well this to Bubba, 
even at his age, is 
amazed, and six pack 
or not, he thinks this 
is one of the fun-
niest things he has 
ever seen. Everyone I 
know has seen one, ei-
ther owns one or is in 
search of one. If you 
are in search of one, 
you can find them at 
Bass Pro Shop. They 

say laughter is the 
best medicine and I 
think this keeps Bub-
ba young at heart be-
cause he laughs every 
time it plays.
  This is just another 
example how times 
change and with them 
even Bubbas and 
Bubbettes change.
  Here are some clas-
sic examples of just 
how Bubbas and Bub-
bettes change…
In their younger 
years they had long 
hair... now they long 
for hair;
Entertainment was 
Frank Zappa… now 
it is the bug-zapper’
Before, it was all 
about a Keg…now 
it’s all about an EKG;
Earlier it was Acid 
Rock…now it is Acid 
Reflux;

The goal of those days 
was to find a new 
“Hip Joint”…now it 
is trying to get a new 
hip joint;
The it was about get-
ting life insurance, 
now it is all about 
keeping your own life 
insurance;
Then it was the Presi-
dent’s struggle with 
Fidel…then it was a 
President’s struggle 
with fidelity; and now 
we are back to Fidel;
  The one constant in 
life is, things are go-
ing to change. If we 
accept the changes 
and keep our sense of 
humor, the strength 
we gain will make us 
all a better person. 
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bass between 16 inches and 24 inches brought 
to the weigh-in is illegal and the angler will be 
disqualified. The official measuring stick for the 
tournament is the Chek-It-Stick.
  A great thing about this tournament being held 
at this time are the weather conditions. The 
warmer weather will be here thus raising the wa-
ter temperature and bringing on a good bite with 
the males and female bass preparing for spawn.
  Anglers can enter the tournament by printing an 
entry from our website at  www.texastrailsbass-
master.com or pick one up at one of the area busi-
nesses and mail it in at the address listed on the 
entry. Early entries end March 11th.  For those 
of you who wish to enter at the tournament we 
will be taking entries at tournament headquarters 
on March 17th from 4 pm to 9 pm and on March 
18th from 5 am to 6 am.
  Everyone is invited to come out and attend. If 
not an angler come out for the weigh-in and fes-
tivities. Since this is a fund raising event we will 
be selling raffle tickets for some great prizes to 
be given away.
  If looking for a great Bass Club to join, you 
need look no further. Texas Trails Bassmasters 

of Lake Fork is a very progressive club. We have 
one tournament per month and all lakes are ap-
proximately one hour from Lake Fork with a 2 
day Championship at the end of the year with 
motel rooms furnished. This club is also in-
volved in “The Wish To Fish Foundation” and 
weight masters for the Annual Kidfish.
  We hope to see everyone at this event. For more 
information see the ad on Page 18.

By Don Hampton

  The Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork will 
be hosting their 44th Semi Annual Bass Tourna-
ment on Lake Fork on March 18. The tourna-
ment will be hosted out of Oak Ridge Marina. 
All amateur anglers are invited to participate.
  This is an individual tournament. More than one 
angler can fish in a boat, but all must be a paid 
entry and have a means of keeping their catches 
separated. 
  Entry fee for the tournament is $45 with 80% 
of all entry fees paid back and Big Bass Pot $10 
with 100% pay back. Based on 100 entries 1st 
Place pays $1,040; 2nd Place $780; 3rd Place 
$520; 4th Place $260; 5th thru 10th $100. Based 
on 100 entries the Big Bass Pot pays 3 places 
with 1st Big Bass paying $500, 2nd paying $300, 
and 3rd paying $200.
  Fishing hours for the tournament are from 6 am 
to 3:30 pm. All anglers must be checked in by 
3:30 pm. Lake Fork slot rules apply. A bass can 
touch the 16 inch mark but not exceed and be at 
least 12 inches in length. An over the slot must 
at least touch 24 inches in length to be legal. Any 

44th Semi Annual Texas Trails Bassmasters Open Tournament March 18th
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3362 N. FM 17 Alba, TX.,
Owners Dru & Deb Davis

“Home of the Jumbo Pork Tenderloin!”
Wednesday thru Saturday

6 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Serving Full Breakfast Menu

6 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.
Daily Lunch Specials

            Homemade Pies & Desserts
Family Owned & Operated*Call In Orders Welcome

Legend of Lake Fork (Continued from Page 1)

  As always and as it 
has been in past years, 
the tournament will be 
held out of Lake Fork 
Marina. This would 
be a great time to get 
your reservations in 
early. We will be on 
location on Thursday 
taking sign-ins and 
entries on Thursday 
May 18th from 2 pm 
to 9 pm, on Friday 
from 5 am to 6 am 
and 4 pm to 9 pm. On 
Saturday we will take 
entries from 5 am to 
6 am and again from 
4 pm to 9 pm and on 
Sunday from 5 am to 
6 am. As usual anglers 
can fish one day, two 
days, or all three days 
of the tournament. We 
will be paying eleven 
places each hour.
  The entries are posted 
on our website www.

legendoflakefork.com. 
All entries received 
on or before April 30, 
2023 will qualify for 
the early entry incen-
tive drawing.
  If you have ordered a 
boat, a motor, or parts 
for your motor, you 
know what a long wait 
it is and how the price 
escalates each month. 
With the economy be-
ing what it is I have 
made a change in the 
format.
  After speaking with 
many of the anglers 
they agree this is great 
and they are looking 
forward to winning a 
grand prize.
  For the angler that 
catches the heaviest 
bass over the slot in the 
tournament that angler 
will receive a check for 
$40,000. For the angler 

that catches the heavi-
est bass under 16-inch-
es he or she will receive 
a check for $30,000. 
For the name drawn in 
the early incentive they 
will receive a check 
for $20,000. With the 
economy being what it 
is, I have not heard any 
complaints.
  I hope to see all of you 
there and hoping you 
are looking forward to 
the event as much as 
we are.
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Answers on Page 21

“The Fork Monsters are Finally Starting!”

(See Fork Monsters.......
      Continued on Page 20)

Hours
10 AM till

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
When You Build That Thirst

Hooking Those Big Bass,
We have what you want to 

quinch that thirst!
 Come & Visit Us!!!

We Have All Of 
Your Favorite 

Beverages Here!

By David Ozio

  “It seems to me that the Fork monster is finally 
starting to turn the corner. The past few months on 
this pond have been somewhat treacherous with re-
gard to catching big bass and, for that matter, it has 
extended over to the smaller two pound offerings. 
Tournament scores have been down right terrible un-
til this weekend when the Bass Champs event was 
held. The scores were way greater than expected 
with last check, 37th place, coming in near seven 
pounds. That’s off the chain compared to the past 
four months. The team that won weighed in a double 

digit lunker which is trademark for Fork. I’m encour-
aged! Now, how do we capitalize on this lake which 
is finally moving in the right direction?
   This past weeks warming trend  has fired up the big 
bass and they are super hungry, looking for a good 
meal, as the spawn is right around the corner. Concen-
trate your focus on these pre-spawn bass are around 
main lake and secondary points at the entrance of 
major creeks, creek channel edges and bends, drains 
and ditches that are in close proximity to spawning 
flats. These staging fish will normally feed heavily 
through late February and early March while waiting 
for water temps to reach a consistent 58-62 degrees 
before advancing to the bedding areas. Water temp 
is the single most important factor during this time 
of year and a huge cold front can spell trouble for the 
advancing bass especially if it’s near the March full 
moon. The flooded bank grass now offers protection 
and a comfort zone for bedding bass and sunny days 
will offer an excellent opportunity to scan the shal-
lows in search of a game changer giant.
  Once conditions are stable, start your search on the 
northwest side of the largest creeks and key on the 
current water temps in that area. The higher the ther-
mometer reading, the better chance you have of see-

ing those giants cruising the shallows. Once the bass 
feel comfortable in an area, the ritual begins. Your job 
will be to target these big fish as they are setting up 
house. The all time best bait to capture your trophy of 
a lifetime will be on a big swimbait. There are sev-
eral types on the market and you will need to find 
one that is weedless. Color choices can range from a 
bone color to light hitch or dark hitch. All will work 
under varied conditions. Throw these baits into very 
shallow water in the aforementioned areas of the lake 
and get ready for some heart stopping action. Don’t 
be afraid to chunk these baits into the thickest cover. 

They are designed to 
slide right out and keep 
on truckin.
  During this time of 
the year, there are other 
patterns that will work 
equally as well. The 
Strike King 8.0 square-
bill will deliver it’s share 
of the pre-spawn giants. 
Shad colors work well 
and direct your efforts 
to the main lake and sec-
ondary points which are 
located in the near vicin-
ity of the spawning areas. 
I think the white spin-
nerbait will play a huge 
roll this year as these fish 
move up. Shell beds also 
play a key role in how 
these fish will set up and 
spending time with a lo-
cal guide can be the big 
bass education you’ve al-
ways needed. They will 
show you what to look 
for and how to cover the 
right water to locate the 
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(See National Invasive Species ....Continued on Page 10)

Annual Leases Only

National Invasive Species Awareness to Promote Action to Combat Harmful, Non-Native Plants and Wildlife
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) asked Texans to join the fight against 
invasive species that negatively impact the state’s 
natural resources and economy. National Inva-
sive Species Awareness Week (NISAW), which 
was held Feb. 20 - 26, was an initiative to raise 
awareness of the threats and provide solutions on 
how to prevent the spread of invasive species.
 “During National Invasive Species Awareness 
Week, and throughout the year, we want to en-
courage all Texans to take time to prevent new 
introductions and spread of invasive species 
and help to protect our natural resources for the 
enjoyment of future generations,” said Monica 
McGarrity, TPWD Senior Scientist for Aquatic 
Invasive Species.
 Invasive species are non-native to an ecosystem 
and can cause environmental or economic dam-
age and harm to human health and quality of life. 
In addition, invasive species are expensive to 
control and can be impossible to eradicate once 
established, and can inflict costly damage to 
crops, fisheries, forests and more. According to 
recent estimates, these costs total approximately 
$219 billion across the United States every year. 

Many invasive species are spread (inadvertently 
or intentionally) by humans, who play an impor-
tant role in preventing their spread to new areas.
 A variety of non-native plants, animals, insects 
and even diseases can become invasive when 
they enter a new environment, growing or repro-
ducing rapidly and potentially outcompeting na-
tive species. This allows them to become estab-
lished and problematic across large areas. They 
can be introduced by humans in a variety of 
ways, including intentional introduction through 
aquarium dumping, live bait releases or outdoor 
plantings, or accidentally as “hitchhikers” car-
ried through recreational activities.
 These risky recreational activities can include 
hauling firewood long distances for a campfire 
or moving a boat from one reservoir to another 
without properly cleaning, draining and dry-
ing it first. Once introduced, some species can 
harm native species and ecosystems, impact rec-
reational activities, damage infrastructure and 
require costly, long-term management in cases 
where control is possible.
 This year for NISAW, TPWD offered five easy 
actions anyone can take to help prevent or slow 

the spread of invasive species in Texas.
Never Dump Your Tank 
Don’t dump anything — whether it’s fish, ani-
mals or plants — out of an aquarium into any of 
Texas’ waterbodies. The same is true for flush-
ing them down the toilet. Whether saltwater or 
freshwater, there’s a good chance your aquarium 
fish, animals and plants are not native to Texas. If 
dumped into the wild, they can quickly introduce 
diseases and establish themselves at the expense 
of native aquatic life, vegetation and reef sys-
tems. Learn more on the Texas Invasives website.
 Similarly, you should never release any animal 
that you have purchased as a pet into the wild. 
Most likely your pet is not native to Texas and 
could cause serious harm to our native species 
and ecosystems. Find more resources on the 
Don’t Let It Loose website.
Use Your Bait Where You Catch It / Never Dump 
Your Bait
Many people don’t realize the potential impact 
that releasing live bait can have on aquatic life. 
Bait bucket introductions — anglers dumping 
live bait into a water body other than the one 
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“The Moon Report”
“March Excitement”
By Terri Moon

  First off my apologies to 
anyone who tried to reach 
me lately while I was “off 
the grid” at Mama Novas 
in Missouri. It’s been a 
tremendous mountain 
to climb sorting through 
her 92 years of collected 
memories of not only 
hers – but also of things 
that belonged to the rest 
of my family that had all 
passed before her. So, I 
just want you to know I 
appreciate your patience 
in trying to reach me. 
  I was so excited to come 
home to some warm 
weather I’d been hearing 
about and sure enough I 
think that Missouri cold 
followed me to Texas 
again! There were a few 
spots starting to hit 60 de-
gree water temps, but this 
front definitely knocked 
it back to low to mid 50’s. 
We can all just hope our 
weather conditions will 
finally stabilize making 
it an exciting spring. But, 
it is March, so we know 
we still have some crazy 
weather yet to come. So 
be safe out there and use 
good judgment! Oh and 
don’t forget – March 1st 
the 10 inch minimum 
goes back in effect.
  Probably the most excit-
ing thing coming home 
was the Lake Fork level 
is finally  back to around 
just 2 ft. low! It’s been a 
long time coming – but 
so grateful! (Maybe we 
can get a good crop of 
willows growing again!) 
These new levels should 
make for a good spawn 
with all the new cover for 
them to hold in.
  As the water tempera-

tures begin to rise back to 
the mid 50’s, start check-
ing up the creeks, target-
ing 12-20 ft. (the crappie 
will generally suspend 
6-12 ft.) then start check-
ing shallower as the water 
temperatures rise. When 
temps are climbing in the 
60’s it’s “Bobber Down” 
time! I can’t wait! The 
bass are starting to show 
up shallow so it won’t be 
long.
  Remember crappie can 
be found in many depths 
during this spring transi-
tion. So, if another cold 
front hits  – back off to 
deeper water around the 
creeks. They are less ef-
fected by the cold fronts. 
Also, don’t forget to 
check the bridges. They 
will be coming through 
them.
  Now if you want to know 
the best crappie baits 
producing just stop by 
Lake Fork Marina. They 
have a great selection of 
Bonehead, Skipper Jigs, 
and Limits Tackle avail-
able – plus all your other 
fishing needs. They have 
EVERYTHING! Also, 
with the lake level up – 
now you can pull in to 

park your boat and enjoy 
a great meal at Mosers 
Restaurant at Lake  Fork 
Marina – Welcome back 
Kenny and Becky Mos-
er! “Best Pie Around!”
  I am so ready for some 
quality time in my new 
Skeeter Solera 205 with 
it’s Yamaha 250 SHO 
motor! (I think it missed 
me while I was gone!)
  Gosh it’s good to be 
home – but nobody 
is happier than Sweet 
Buddy! He sat up and 
stared out the windshield 
for 500 miles  – he was 
so excited to be headed 
south! (He has been such 
a trooper through all this.)
  Now for those of you 
that are new to Lake Fork 
– please be  extra cau-
tious out there. Just be-
cause lake levels are up, 
there are many trees just 
prop high. So, when your 
not in the main channels, 
it’s a really good idea to 
just idle. Also, it wouldn’t 
hurt to get a Lance Vick 
boat lane chip.
  Have fun and blessings 
to all!        
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Toby Lewis from Alba, Texas caught this nice 
bass while fishing Lake Fork with guide Whitt 
Smith. C.P.R.

Phillip Montano was fishing Lake Fork in 
February when he caught this really nice 
bass. C.P.R.

This happy angler was fishing Lake Fork in 
February with guide Brian Duplechain when 
he caught this really nice bass. C.P.R.
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FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber 
             * Mary Ann *Rhonda

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips 

Individual or Corporate 
Trips

Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

22 Years in Business
Located in Yantis, Texas

All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings 

Residential Repair Services
Free Estimates

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100
email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

National Invasive Species Awareness to Promote Action to Combat (Continued from Page 7)

where it was caught — are one of the most com-
mon ways we spread aquatic invasives.
Just remember this: Don’t dump leftover bait in 
the water at the end of a fishing trip and don’t 
take live-caught bait (or any bait that’s touched 
lake water) to another lake to use. Alternatives 
include taking your bait home to use on a future 
fishing trip at that same lake, offering it to an-
other angler to use or placing it in the trash.
Plant Native
When landscaping near your home or planting a 
garden, it’s important that you choose plants that 
are native to your region. Non-native plants can 
escape cultivation and become invasive and have 
an impact on water quality, biodiversity, fish and 

wildlife habitats and more. Learn about great na-
tive plants to plant in your garden and find native 
plant suppliers on the Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
flower Center website.
Don’t Carry Hitchhikers
You could be carrying invasive species with you 
when you’re enjoying outdoor recreation and 
not even know it. Insects and plants, including 
plant seeds, can hitch a ride on your clothes, 
shoes, gear or even your firewood. You can help 
stop the spread by removing plants, animals and 
mud from clothes, boots, gear, pets and vehicles, 
cleaning your gear before entering and leaving 
recreation sites, using only local firewood and 
simply staying on designated roads and trails. 

Learn more on the 
Play, Clean, Go web-
site.
Clean, Drain and Dry 
Your Boat and Gear
Boaters can help keep 
zebra mussels, giant 
salvinia and other in-
vasive species from 
being moved and 

harming more lakes. We ask all boaters to take a 
few minutes to properly clean, drain and dry their 
boats and equipment before they leave a lake ev-
ery time they go boating. Remove plants, mud 
and debris from the boat and trailer and drain all 
the water from the boat and gear. Once you get 
home, open up compartments and allow every-
thing to dry completely.
For more information on how to properly clean, 
drain and dry boats and equipment, visit the 
TPWD YouTube channel for a short instructional 
video. If you have stored your boat on the wa-
ter at a lake with zebra mussels, it is likely in-
fested and at high risk for spreading this invasive 
species. Before moving it to another lake, call 
TPWD at (512) 389-4848 for guidance on decon-
tamination.  

  Learn more about aquatic invasive species on 
the Stop Invasives page of the TPWD website.
TPWD also encourages the public to use the 
Texas Invaders app or website to report sightings 
of invasive species, whether in your backyard or 
in wild spaces. Texans can learn how to identify 
invasive species on the Texas Invasives website.



   March           “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”               Page 11                  
Annual White Bass Run is Approaching
  The annual white bass 
run is heating up and 
anglers across Texas 
are preparing for ex-
citing days on the wa-
ter. Each spring, white 
bass run upstream from 
reservoirs into rivers 
and creeks to spawn, 
creating prime fishing 
opportunities for new 
and seasoned anglers. 
White bass can be tar-
geted from the bank, 
motorized boat or pad-
dle craft in multiple 
publicly accessible lo-
cations throughout the 
state.
  White bass, also 
known as sand bass, 
are a popular freshwa-
ter species preferred 
by Texas anglers both 
for sport fishing and 

for the dinner table. 
While most riverside 
property is privately 
owned, public access 
to high-quality white 
bass runs can be found 
at many Texas State 
Parks, Texas Paddling 
Trails, leased River 
Access and Conser-
vation Area (RACA) 
sites and highway and 
bridge crossings.
  Due to the dry sum-
mer, some rivers and 
reservoirs in Texas are 
currently experiencing 
low water levels and 
low flows which could 
impact the timing of 
the white bass run. 
The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) recommends 
that anglers check the 

water levels and river 
flows before heading 
to their favorite loca-
tion.
Here are a few loca-
tions to get started:
Colorado River: Above 
Lake Buchanan, bank 
anglers can fish for 
white bass without a 
fishing license at Colo-
rado Bend State Park. 
The park offers a boat 
ramp and bank access.
San Gabriel River: 
Upstream of Granger 
Lake, anglers can find 
white bass fishing at 
a public access point 
called Dickerson’s 
Bottom, aka “The 
Steps,” in the Granger 
Wildlife Management 

(See Annual White Bass...
       Continued on Page 12)



   Page 12                “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”       March

Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

5375 N. Hwy 17 * Lake Fork
(469) 815-1201

Full 
Buffet With All 

Of Your Favorites
Plus....

Annual White Bass Run (Continued from Page 11)

Area. This location can 
be found three-quarters 
of a mile east of SH 95 
on County Road 347 in 
Williamson County.
Neches River: Above 
Lake Palestine, anglers 
can find public ac-
cess at Chandler River 
Park. This RACA site    
offers nearly 6,000 feet 
of river frontage for 
bank fishing and in-
cludes a boat ramp and 
kayak launch.
Llano River: Access 
to the river is provided 
through the Kingsland 
Slab RV Camp with 
750 feet of river front-
age along the Llano 
River. This River Ac-
cess and Conservation 
Area (RACA) site of-
fers free public fishing 
access and is located at 

7300 River Oaks Dr. in 
Kingsland.
Sabine River: Above 
Toledo Bend Reser-
voir in Panola County, 
anglers can find public 
access for white bass 
fishing at the Grand 
Bluff Boat Ramp, 
which offers 275 feet 
of river frontage and 
a single trailer boat 
ramp. This RACA 
site offers free public 
access to the Black 
Shoals fishing hole 
located about 3 miles 
upstream.
Frio River: Above 
Choke Canyon Res-
ervoir, public access 
points for white bass 
fishing can be found at 
county road and high-
way crossings, includ-
ing the Highway 99 

bridge crossing and 
boat ramp in McMul-
len County.
 White bass action and 
public access points 
can also be found on 
the Guadalupe River 
above Canyon Lake, 
the San Gabriel River 
above Lake George-
town, the Navasota 
River above Lake 
Limestone, the Colo-
rado River above Lake 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 
Yegua Creek above 
Lake Somerville, the 
Colorado and Pederna-
les rivers above Lake 
Travis, the Bosque Riv-
er above Lake Waco 
and the Brazos River 
above Lake Whitney.
 A variety of artificial 
(See Annual White Bass...
       Continued on Page 21)
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Family Fishing Education Opportunities Offered for Texans this Spring
  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s 
(TPWD) Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center (TFFC) 
in Athens is once again partnering with Fishing’s 
Future and the George H.W. Bush Vamos A Pescar 
Education Fund to provide convenient fishing edu-
cation opportunities for families throughout Texas.
  The program kicked off Feb. 20 and will continue 
through June with a variety of activities, includ-
ing opportunities to participate online. The sched-
ule features a total of 24 in-person family fishing 
events through June 25 in the greater metro areas 
of Houston, the Rio Grande Valley and Dallas-Fort 
Worth. All equipment and expertise needed for 
families to have a successful fishing event will be 
provided. Some events will include fish cleaning 
and cooking.
 “Hooking up with the Texas Freshwater Fisher-
ies Center and Take Me Fishing on the George H. 
W. Bush Vamos A Pescar Educational Fund Grant 
is a perfect partnership for Fishing’s Future,” said 
Shane Wilson, CEO and founder of Fishing’s Fu-
ture, a national angling educational organization 
based in Texas with more than 15 years of experi-
ence and expertise in teaching families how to fish 
and spend time in the great outdoors. “Our three 

organizations are dedicated to increasing the edu-
cational knowledge of both young and old. TFFC is 
staffed with the sharpest minds — their staff brings 
real-life science and research into play.”
 The goals of the program include building fishing 
knowledge, skills and abilities of participating fam-
ilies from Texas metro areas to ultimately increase 
participation in fishing. In addition, the program in-
tends to strengthen family bonds and Texans’ con-
nections to the outdoors and fisheries resources.
 “I hold to the fact that millions want to fish, but 
don’t know how,” Wilson said. “The Vamos A 
Pescar Grant functions to introduce and provide 
knowledge and instruction to increase interest in 
recreational fishing within the Hispanic population. 
My advice: If you want to learn how to fish and be-
come a lifelong angler, this program is where you 
should start.”
 Families can learn new skills and prepare to go 
fishing on their own through live, virtual, one-hour 
workshops hosted by Fishing’s Future and TFFC. 
The nightly sessions take place Monday through 
Thursday,  through June 22. Topics include fishing 
knots, lures and baits, rods/reels and casting, water 
safety, fishing regulations and fish habitats. Regis-

ter for these free informative sessions on the Fish-
ing’s Future Vamos A Pescar website.
 Participants can also access free online instruc-
tional videos developed to provide information on 
topics ranging from cleaning and cooking fish to 
purchasing equipment.
 For those wanting to support these important ef-
forts, Fishing’s Future will conduct angler educa-
tion instructor trainings. Increasing the number of 
certified angler education instructors, especially 
those who are bilingual or with Spanish as their pri-
mary language, will generate opportunities for the 
program to make a greater impact across Texas.
 “We are excited to be partnering with Fishing’s Fu-
ture to offer the George H.W. Bush Vamos A Pes-
car program and reach underserved families across 
Texas,” said Tom Lang, TPWD Inland Fisheries 
outreach director. “This effort provides so many 
excellent opportunities for families to participate in 
fishing, develop their fishing skills and knowledge, 
and of course spend quality time as a family. The 
utilization of in-person and virtual live workshops, 
video and other downloadable content also makes 
this a very convenient program that can be worked 
into busy family schedules.”
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18th Annual Big Bass Tournament 
May 19,20,21, 2023

Now Accepting Reservations For 
Commercial & Vendor Spaces

For May 19, 20, 21, 2023      
Anglers from all over the nation will be converging on Lake 
Fork to fish this tournament! What better time to advertise & 

promote your products, merchandise, or company!
Call Today: 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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(See TPWD Responds ... Continued on Page 18)

TPWD Responds to Governor Abbott’s Support of Texas State Parks
  Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
Executive Director Dr. David Yoskowitz ex-
pressed gratitude recently for the vision and 
support provided by Gov. Greg Abbott during a 
keynote address celebrating 100 years of Texas 
State Parks.
 Governor Abbott provided the keynote ad-
dress at the Feb. 8 Texas State Parks Centennial 
Celebration at the Bullock Texas State History 
Museum’s The Art of Texas State Parks exhibit 
in Austin, where he cited the economic impact 
of Texas State Parks on local communities and 
highlighted the conservation efforts made by 
TPWD.

 “On behalf of our hardworking Texas State Parks 
staff and TPWD in general, I want to thank Gov-
ernor Abbott for his support for conserving state 
lands for future recreational use,” Yoskowitz 
said. “Supported largely by the funding allocated 
to our agency by the Texas Legislature through 
Proposition 5 in 2019, TPWD has an ambitious 
plan to bring new parks online for public enjoy-
ment over the next decade. Governor Abbott’s 
elegant endorsement of our work provides fresh 
inspiration for expanding access to the natural 
wonders throughout our state.”
 The Texas Senate and House of Representatives 
each passed resolutions citing the economic and 

health benefits of Texas State Parks, including 
outdoor recreation and wildlife habitat conserva-
tion at these links below:
SR 149 by Perry, Charles – Recognizing 2023 as 
the Texas State Parks Centennial. 
HR 134 by King, Ken – Commemorating the 
100th anniversary of Texas State Parks.
 TPWD’s Centennial Celebration kicked off Jan. 
1 to recognize Texas’ 89 existing state parks and 
natural areas – which span more than 640,000 
acres and welcome around 10 million visitors 
each year – while highlighting the need for even 
more state parkland to meet the needs of a grow-
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TPWD Responds to Governor Abbott’s Support of Texas State Parks (Continued from Page 17

ing and increasingly urban Texas population 
over the next century. State parks are experienc-
ing record visitation, requiring TPWD to manage 
capacity limits at many parks.
 “We have a task ahead of us,” Governor Abbott 
said, speaking to a packed house of legislators, 
community leaders and partners gathered to cel-
ebrate Texas State Parks and view the artwork 
representing state parks throughout Texas. “The 
task is preserving our Texas for future genera-
tions. We must protect the glorious parks that we 

already have, and when people gather in this his-
toric museum a hundred years from now, they 
need to be talking not just about the glory of 200 
years of great parks in Texas. They need to be 
listing all the parks that were added in this next 
100 years to preserve the majesty of this great 
and beautiful state of Texas.”
 Since 95 percent of Texas lands are privately 
owned, with only 2.5 percent of that land open 
and accessible to the public, Texas State Parks 
offer vital access to outdoor spaces, providing 

more than 1,300 miles of trails and 7,961 over-
night camping sites.
 Beginning with Palo Pinto Mountains State Park, 
set to open in late 2023 as part of the Centen-
nial Celebration, TPWD has developed a plan to 
open a new state park every two years, utilizing 
properties currently in the agency’s inventory.
 Led by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion, work is also underway to acquire new 
land for state parks and natural areas, supported 
largely by a constitutional amendment passed 
in 2019 allowing for automatic appropriation 
of 93 percent of the total Sporting Good Sales 
Tax estimates to TPWD for state and local park 
purposes. The constitutional amendment passed 
with 88 percent of Texas voters in support of the 
funding dedication, and changes have helped en-
sure a predictable and sustained funding stream 
for state and local park operations, maintenance, 
capital construction, and land acquisition.
 “As commissioners, we have prioritized our ef-
forts to increase access to and participation in 
the outdoors,” said Commission Chairman Arch 
“Beaver” Aplin III. “We cannot express our ap-
preciation for the enduring support of Governor 
Abbott in building upon our state’s rich legacy 
of state parks for the enjoyment of future genera-
tions.”
 The Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation 
(TPWF), TPWD’s official nonprofit partner, has 
also set a goal to raise $2 million this year to gen-
erate funding for development projects at all 89 
parks.
 TPWF is partnering with TPWD and H-E-B to 
celebrate 100 years of Texas State Parks. H-E-
B, the presenting sponsor of the celebration, has 
donated $1 million to help Texas State Parks en-
gage all Texans in discovering and enjoying their 
state parks.
 For more information on the yearlong Centen-
nial Celebration, including other upcoming com-
munity events, the history of Texas State Parks 
and how to make a day visit or overnight res-
ervation, visit the Texas State Parks 100 Years 
website at TexasStateParks.org/100years.
 Additional media resources for the Centennial 
Celebration can be found on the TPWD website.



  March           “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”            Page 19               
Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”

TACKLE DONATIONS NEEDED
Rods, reels, tackle, and fishing-related equip-
ment are needed to support the High School 
Fishing Tackle Program sponsored by Lake 
Fork Sportsman’s Association. LFSA re-
quests donations of new and used fishing 
articles that will be cleaned, assembled, and 
refurbished. Items will be further donated to 
area high school fishing teams.  
Call Pat Kostial, 760-458-7885 or Terry 
Long, 214-206-7504 for more information or 
to arrange a donation.

  We are all  glad to see Lake Fork fi l l ing 
back up after the drawdown to facil i tate 
the needed repair  work to the dam. The 
new growth vegetation around the shore 
is  a welcome biproduct of the draw-
down. This new vegetation should help 
improve this year ’s spawn and shallow 
water fishing.
  Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association is 
currently scheduled to support  11 tour-
naments during the 2023 tournament 
season here on Lake Fork. We provide, 
on a first  come basis,  our Live Release 
Boat at  no charge.   To schedule the at-
tendance of the LRB at your tournament 
you can contact Mr. Roger Belk,  GoFish 
Lures /  GoFish Cafe,  at  903-309-8465 or 
Terry Long at  214-206-7504.
  LFSA will  be holding their  annual 
Spring and Fall  Raffles again this year. 
Mrs.  Susan Jerrell  will  be the Chairper-
son for these events with past  President 
Mrs.  Carolyn West assist ing.  Please 
stop by our booth during your tourna-
ment registration or GoFish Lures at 

3736 TX-154 and buy your t ickets.  You 
do not have to be present at  the drawing 
to win. LFSA appreciates your contin-
ued support .
  Mr. Jake Norman, Region 3 District  Su-
pervisor -  Inland Fisheries Management, 
TPWD will  be LFSA’s guest  speaker 
on Tuesday March 14, 2023. Mr. Nor-
man will  discuss the state of the Lake 
Fork Fishery with a question-and-an-

swer session following his presentation. 
LFSA conducts their  monthly meetings 
at  6:30pm on the second Tuesday of the 
month at  Mosers Restaurant located at 
Lake Fork Marina.   We at  LFSA would 
love to grow our membership in order 
to continue “Preserving the Legend of 
Lake Fork.” I  look forward to meeting 
you at  our next meeting.
  Tight Lines!

By Terry Long, President 2023 LFSA

For the past 24 years Lake Fork Sportsman’s 
Association has been Preserving the Legend 
that is Lake Fork with their Live Release 
Boat at tournaments releasing catches back 
healthy in the lake, planting new grasses, and 
establishing fish habitat.
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Clancy Sneed with   
David Ozio

Brody Hayes with  
David Ozio

Phil Hennigan with-
David Ozio

Mark Spaeth with
David Ozio

903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
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“The Fork Monsters are Finally Starting!”(Continued from Page 6)

3490 S FM 2869
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-769-3600

3404 N Fourth St
Longview, TX 75605
903-252-4444

“always elusive” slounch’s. Like I said before, cold 
fronts can be a game changer when pursuing trophy 
bass so pay close attention to the areas that you are 
fishing. Fish will pull back during these conditions 
and you will need to back out and target wood in the 
6-14ft range to collect your trophy prize. A black/
blue jig will gain the staring role and be sure to stay 
in contact with the jig to feel the bite. Big bass will 
often bite very softly so you will need to control the 
slack line to feel the jig as it scours the bottom. We 
also destroyed them last year in March using a Texas 
rig lizard in warm pockets on the north side of the 

lake. California 420, Tilapia, Watermelon Red and 
Junebug when it’s cloudy are some of the best colors.
    If you are headed out to Lake Fork in March search-
ing for the trophy of a lifetime, I would love to be a 
part of this trophy quest. I also have gift certificates 
available if you have friends or loved one’s who have 
dreamt of landing a huge bass. You can contact me 
at 409 782-4269 or e-mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. 
You can follow me on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/LakeForkGuideDavidOzio. I post 
my daily trip results on this page. I would also like 
to thank Okuma Fishing USA,Talon Custom Lures, 
Skeeter boats and Dakota Lithiums for making my 
job the blast that it is. I hope to see a lot of you on the 
water. Romans 10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a 
blessed day.”



  March       “The Fisherman’s Guide, News You Can Use”                Page 21                  

Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  To  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com
“Branches of First National Bank

Of East Texas, Gilmer”

Annual White Bass Run (Continued from Page 12)

lures will work for an-
glers targeting white 
bass, including small 
jigs and crank baits. 
Night fishing using 
lights or around light-
ed docks can also be 
effective. White bass 
are excellent table-
fare — anglers should 
pack a cooler if the fish 
are biting. The daily 

bag limit for white 
bass is 25 with a 10-
inch minimum length. 
More information on 
fishing regulations can 
be found in the TPWD 
Outdoor Annual.
 For more informa-
tion about white bass 
identification, fishing 
patterns, life history, 

biology and access to 
public sites visit the 
White Bass Fishing in 
Central Texas website
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items 
are compiled from re-
cent Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
law enforcement re-
ports.
--If I Could Turn Back 
Ti m e - - He n d e r s o n 
County game wardens 
were conducting an in-
spection on a local pro-
cessor when they came 
across a license that did 
not have an archery en-
dorsement. During the 
inspection, wardens 
found out the deer was 
harvested the same day 
the license was pur-
chased, but the license 
was bought by the hunt-
er later in the evening.  
The wardens visited the 
hunter and learned that 
the deer was harvested 

under the license of an-
other individual. After 
further questioning, it 
was discovered that the 
hunter asked his wife to 
go buy a hunting license 
the same day he harvest-
ed the deer so that he 
could use her tag to har-
vest another buck. After 
denying the incident, 
the wardens were able 
to use cell phone photos 
with consent from the 
couple to put together 
a timeline proving the 
deer was harvested by 
the hunter before the li-
cense was purchased by 
his wife. To further the 
false claims that his wife 
had harvested the deer, 
he had her pose for pho-
tos with the deer, which 
wardens found on the 

phone. Cases pending.
--Oh Deer--A Lavaca 
County game warden 
was on patrol when they 
heard a rifle shot come 
from an area where they 
had previously seen 
deer hunting violations. 
When they went to in-
vestigate, the warden saw 
a man drive out of the 
brush, head home, pick 
up his wife and then re-
turn to the woods. An 
hour later, the wife re-
turned to the house with 
the head and meat of a 
white-tailed buck. The 
warden approached the 
wife, who then lead the 
warden to where she was 
meeting her husband in 
the woods. The man was 
surprised when his wife 

“Celebrating Our
25th Anniversary!”
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PRACTICE CPR • Catch • Photo • ReleaseCatfish Po’Boys and Peanut-Chip Cookie 
Bars can’t be beat!  

Catfish On A Roll – In Less Than 10 Minutes
By Sue Hampton

  Sandwiches are a staple for most of us, but it’s 
easy to get in a rut, making or ordering the same 
old thing. Why not break out of the boring rou-
tine with a Southern-style po’boy stuffed with 
crispy-coated U.S. farm-raised catfish and all the 
trimmings? In less than 10 minutes, this world-
class sandwich is ready to enjoy!

CATFISH PO’BOYS
1 egg beaten
1 cup Italian-seasoned breadcrumbs
4 U.S. farm-raised fillets (about 6 ounces each)
¼ cup vegetable oil
4 4-inch long rolls, split or 8 slices of bread
1/2 cup prepared pesto sauce
8 jarred roasted red pepper halves 
8 lettuce leaves
8 thin slices provolone cheese
  In separate shallow bowls, place egg and bread-
crumbs. Dip each catfish fillet into egg, then coat 
in breadcrumbs, shaking off excess. In a large 
skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat. Cook the 
fillets, a few at a time, until golden brown and 
opaque in the center, 3 to 4 minutes on each side; 
drain on paper towels. Spread cut sides of the 
rolls with pesto. On bottoms of rolls, layer roast-
ed red peppers, lettuce leaves and provolone; top 
each with a catfish fillet. Place roll tops on fish.
  After this delicious sandwich, top off your meal 
with a “Peanut-Chip Cookie Bar”!
Peanut-Chip Cookie Bars
¾ cup all-purpose flour
½ cup whole-wheat flour or peanut flour
½ cup old fashioned oats
½ teaspoon baking powder

1/4 teaspoon baking soda
Pinch salt
1 cup salted butter
¼ cup white sugar
¾ cup packed dark brown sugar
¼ cup all-natural peanut butter
1 large egg
1 large egg white
½ cup chopped unsalted peanuts
¼ cup semisweet chocolate chips
  Preheat oven to 350F. In a medium bowl, com-
bine flours, oats, baking powder, baking soda 
and salt. Stir with a fork to blend. Set aside.
  Place butter and sugars in a large bowl; beat 
with a mixer at medium speed until well com-
bined and fluffy, about 3 minutes. Add peanut 
butter and beat until blended. Add egg and egg 
white; beat until combined. Fold in peanuts and 
chocolate chips. Spread mixture evenly on a 
13x9x2-inch baking pan lightly rubbed with but-
ter or sprayed with canola-based cooking spray. 
Bake for 30 minutes. Cool in pan 10 minutes on 
a wire rack. Remove from pan, and cut into 12 
approximately 4-inch long by 2-inch wide bars; 
let cool completely. Enjoy!

Dispatch * Skin * Quarter
On Your Property.

Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.

For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849 

or Caden 903-975-5890
903-342-0300
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                       (Continued on Next Page)

showed up with the game warden to their hidden 
cleaning rack. Citation was issued for taking a white-
tailed deer in closed season and civil restitution was 
filed. Case pending.
--Crossbow Drive-by-- Two Trinity County game 
wardens received a call from the local sheriff’s office 
about a hunter who had just shot a buck in a yard 
from a vehicle. The landowner thought a rifle was 
used and was able to write down the license plate 
number and get a good description of the vehicle. 
The wardens and sheriff’s office called a local con-
stable who lives in the same neighborhood for some 
back up. The constable was able to find the vehicle 
quickly while the wardens traveled to the scene. Af-
ter a brief interview upon their arrival, the hunter 
admitted to shooting the buck out of his vehicle with 
a crossbow from the public roadway. Wardens filed 
multiple charges for hunting from the public road-
way and hunting during closed season. Cases pend-
ing.
--Drunk and on the Hunt--A Cass County game 
warden was on patrol when they saw a vehicle stop 
twice near a large pasture and stick what they thought 
was a rifle out of the window. While following the 
vehicle to confirm what they had seen, the subject 
was driving erratically on the county road. When 
the vehicle stopped again, the warden conducted a 
traffic stop. The warden then approached the vehicle 
and saw an AR-15 rifle in the passenger’s seat. The 

weapon was secured, and the driver was checked for 
warrants. The warden noticed the thermal scope was 
still on, so they asked the driver about hunting and 
told him that they had seen him stick the rifle out of 
the window. The driver then admitted to hunting the 
field for hog and admitted to being intoxicated. The 
driver was arrested and charged with hunting with-
out landowner consent and hunting non-game from 
a motor vehicle.
--Does Your Mother Know That You’re Out?-- 
Tom Green County Game Wardens patrolled a city 
street late at night, when a white vehicle sped by in 
a 40-mph zone. The warden sped up to catch the ve-
hicle and finally paced him at 60-mph. The warden 
attempted to stop the vehicle, but the driver evaded. 
Once pursued, the suspect drove down a residential 
alley and crashed into a garage. The suspect aban-
doned their vehicle and fled on foot. No one on scene 
was injured. Multiple agencies responded to assist 
with the crash and search for the suspect. During the 
investigation, wardens could hear the suspect’s cell 

phone ring over and over. Once in the vehicle, they 
found the cell phone connected via Bluetooth. The 
phone continued to ring as they gathered evidence. 
Eventually, wardens along with their city police 
counterparts answered the phone. The caller identi-
fied herself as the suspect’s mother. Believing the of-
ficers were buddies of her adult child and playing a 
joke on her, she identified the suspect and demanded 
to speak with them. Wardens explained the situation 
and discovered that over the years, the suspect accu-
mulated multiple felony warrants. Charges pending.
--Don’t Fence Me In-- Local ranch managers noti-
fied local Polk County Game Wardens that an indi-
vidual, well known in the area for stirring up trouble, 
trespassed on their property multiple times in the 
past few months. The landowner turned over foot-
age from multiple game cameras showing the sus-
pect riding through the property on a homemade 
ATV. Eventually, the ranch managers caught him in 
the act and tried to hold him at gunpoint. They were 
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unsuccessful and the suspect fled into the woods, 
leaving behind his homemade ATV. Concerned the 
trespasser was utilizing the unusual route to deal 
drugs in a neighboring subdivision, one of the war-
dens drove to the suspect’s home. Once there, he 
spotted the suspect outside with two other males. 
The warden requested backup from a county deputy 
since the suspect had a track record of fleeing law en-
forcement. When the deputy arrived, the suspect was 
working on a vehicle in the yard. Together, they ques-
tioned the suspect, who stated he was unaware that 
he had been trespassing. The warden informed the 
suspect that he was trespassing because he crossed 
a fence as well as other barriers into a property that 
did not belong to him. The suspect was then arrested 
without incident and booked into the county jail. 
Case pending.
--What Happens in Vegas ...--   Patrolling for wildlife 
violations, Harris County Game Wardens observed a 
flashlight beam in the woods and a truck operating 
erratically on an adjacent private easement road. The 
wardens stopped the vehicle and contacted the driver. 
Wearing full camouflage, the driver exited the vehicle 
immediately with his hands up.  What appeared to be 
a potential road hunting case quickly changed when 
the driver and their partner stated that they lived 
nearby and were investigating a prowler after an alert 
from their farm dogs. The wardens confirmed their 

house was located just 200 yards away from where 
the couple stopped. While interviewing the driver, a 
loaded revolver was located on the center console.  A 
serial number check revealed that the pistol was sto-
len during a 2006 burglary in Las Vegas. The driver 
stated he couldn’t remember if he was given the pistol 
or purchased it but denied any knowledge that it was 
stolen. With no independent charges to file or evi-
dence that the driver was involved or had knowledge 
of the theft, the couple were released from the scene 
and the pistol was seized for return to the Las Vegas 
Metropolitan Police Department.
--When Doves Cry--While patrolling late at night, a 
Bastrop County Game Warden heard multiple shots 
from a nearby property.  As he arrived, a truck exited 
the property, and he initiated a traffic stop. He im-
mediately recognized the driver as a convicted felon 
he had previously arrested twice. The driver admit-
ted to multiple guns in the truck and claimed they 
belonged to the passenger. However, the passenger 
could not answer basic questions on the firearms 
like how many or what kind they were. The warden 
also recovered a fish shocker in the backseat and two 
freshly killed mourning doves in the bed of the truck. 
The individuals claimed the doves had somehow fall-
en out of a tree and into the truck. Altogether, the 
warden seized seven firearms, one shocking device 
and two mourning doves. Dispatch confirmed one 

of the firearms was stolen. The male subject was ar-
rested for unlawful possession of firearms by a felon 
and possessing a shocker within a half-mile from 
public water. The female passenger was arrested on 
11 outstanding warrants.
--Where Everybody Knows Your Name--After 
assisting with a manhunt, a Falls County Game 
Warden was returning home when another vehicle 
changed lanes abruptly, almost striking his patrol ve-
hicle. The warden initiated his emergency lights for a 
traffic stop but it took almost a mile for the driver to 
pull over to the shoulder. Upon contact, he noticed 
the driver was under the influence. During the stan-
dard field sobriety test, the driver asked several times 
if he could just be taken home or if someone could 
pick him up. The warden explained that the test re-
vealed an absolute level of intoxication (three times 
the legal limit) and he was going to be arrested for 
driving while intoxicated. The driver became very 
emotional and sat down on the shoulder, refusing to 
be placed in the patrol vehicle. With the assistance 
of a deputy, the warden spoke with the driver for a 
few minutes and the driver finally agreed to get in 
the deputy’s patrol vehicle. Once at the jail, staff im-
mediately recognized the driver. Just the week before, 
the driver had been arrested and released for another 
driving while intoxicated charge.

Service Marine on Lake Fork
NOW IN THEIR 32nd YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 

touch of a button 
and keep your boat 

securely in place, 
even in heavy wind 

and current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909 visit us online at:

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha
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LAND FOR SALE 
for RV, Mobile Home 
or House; Pool; Pier; 
Ramp; Gated Entry. 
903-878-7265. 
FOR SALE 2001 193 
Champion Bass Boat 
Single Console, 200 
Yamaha VMAX, 1 
owner since new, ga-
rage kept, very nice 
boat .817-917-9531 
leave message $17,500

Hefner Group Insurance

DISCOUNTS UP TO 40%

www.hefnergroup.com

AUTO BOATATVHOME

MINEOLA   903-569-5115
MARSHALL   903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE  903-769-5566
TYLER    903-509-2468
LONGVIEW   903-297-6787  
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

Allena Nulisch
 Hair Stylist

(903) 413-9600
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Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $20 per inch

Ducks ~ $400
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule Mar. thru May 

2023

April

March

May

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at

Lovall’s Restaurant, Lake Fork Marina

May 7 ~ Media Bass
Minnow Bucket

May 13 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
May 19, 20, 21 ~Legend of Lake Fork

Lake Fork Marina
May 27 ~ 14th Annual Sartin Marine

Minnow Bucket 
May 28 ~ JC Outdoors Solo

Minnow Bucket

Mar. 4 ~ Media Bass
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 18 ~ Tex. Trails Open
Oak Ridge Marina

Mar. 19 ~ JC Outdoors Solo
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 25 ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Mar. 26 ~ Mega Bass (Bass Champs)
Lake Fork Marina

Please leave a message or text I will call back

If you are having a tournament on Lake 
Fork, email us at fishnews@lakefork.net.

or Call Don ~ 903-360-6994

Annual Legend of Lake Fork
Big Bass Tournament May 19, 20, 21

We Rebuild Your Batteries

Apr. 15  ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 29 ~ Media Bass
Minnow Bucket

Apr. 30 ~  JC Outdoors Individual
Minnow Bucket 

Moser’s
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