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A fish with no tail is the tale! Noah Ortiz caught this bass with no tail 
during the Skeeter Tournament weighing 3.08-lbs. winning him heavi-
est under and a 2023 Skeeter ZX150 powered by a Yamaha 150 SHO.

Darrell Dodd from Como, Texas and Danny Dulude from Grand 
Saline, Texas won the Annual Texas Shootout with a total weight of 
19.88-lbs. A 8.66-lb. bass and this 10.68-lb. bass put them over the top. 
(See full story on Page 10 )

Jeremy Locke, from Pineville, Louisiana won over 1750 other anglers 
at the 29th Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament on Lake Fork. He was 
presented his new 2023 Skeeter FXR21 75th Edition by Jeff Stone,Vice 
President Skeeter. (See Story on Page 4)
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(903) 383-7885
Lake Fork

Located on 515

Between Hwy 154 & Hwy 17
Website: www.scenic515cabins.com

Email: scenic515cabins@peoplescom.net

Great Lodging Accomodations at Texas #1 Bass Fishing Lake

Nestled Among Beautiful Oak & Hickory Trees * Covered Boat Parking 
* Clean Cabins * Full Baths * Direct TV * Small Refrigerator * Microwave  

* Coffee Pot * Two Double Beds * Guide Services Available

15 Cabins * Bunkhouse
Blue Bird Lodge
Blue Bird House

“Great Rates”
Make Your  Reservations

Today!!!
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“Bubba can only win the battle of wits when Bubbette lets him!”
By Don Bubba Hampton

   Bubba was attending his bass club’s monthly meet-
ing and had just told all his fishing buddies he couldn’t 
make the tournament scheduled for the next Saturday 
because his wife wouldn’t let him go because of their 
anniversary.
  After listening to the jeers and   other    remarks from his 
fellow fisherman friends about his manhood and some-
thing about being whipped, Bubba left to go home.
  When Bubba’s friends started arriving at the boat ramp 
for the tournament, who should be there but Bubba sit-
ting on the deck of his boat, tying on one of his favorite 
lures.
  “How’d you talk your Bubbette into letting you come, 
Bubba?” asked one of his buds.
  “I didn’t have to,” was Bubba’s reply. “When I got 
home last night I was feeling sad about not being able 
to fish today so I just slumped down in my chair with 
a beer to drown my sorrows. Then Bubbette snuck up 
behind me, covered my eyes, and said, ‘Surprise!’
  “When I peeled her hands back she was standing there 
in her beautiful flannel pajamas and she said, ‘Carry me 
to the bedroom, lock the door and you can do whatever 
you want.”
 “So here I am and she’s still locked in the bedroom!”
  Who knows what happened when he got home! I’m 
sure he will never tell!

  Bubbette thinks faster than most people and Bubba 
doesn’t slide by with much and neither do some others 
that have a battle of wits with her. 
  One morning Bubba returned after several hours of 
fishing and decided to take a nap after lunch before go-
ing back on the lake.
  While he was napping Bubbette decided to take his 
boat out and enjoy the cool breezy day. She motored a 
short distance, anchored and started reading a book.
  She hadn’t been there long before a Game Warden 
pulled up along side her in his boat and says
 “Good afternoon Bubbette. What are you doing?” She 
replied “Reading a book, isn’t that obvious?”
 “Well, I need to see your fishing license.” he informed 
her.
  “Sorry officer, but I’m not fishing and I don’t have a 
fishing license. I’m reading!” Bubbette replied with a 
little agitation.
  “Yes, but you have all this equipment. For all I know 
you could start fishing at any moment. I’ll have to take 
you in and write you up!” the officer stated.
  “What, for reading a book?” Bubbette asked.
  “No, for fishing without a license” he replied.  
  “But I’m not fishing, I’m reading” she replied. 
  “Yes, but you have all the equipment. For all I know 
you could start fishing at any moment.” he again replied. 
“I have to take you in and write you up!”
  “If you do that I’ll have to charge you with sexual as-

sault”, said Bubbette.
  “But I haven’t even touched you”, said the Game War-
den.
  “That’s true, but you have all the equipment. For all I 
know you could start at any moment.” Bubbette stated 
flatly.
  “Have a nice day Ma’am”, said the Game Warden as 
he was leaving.
  There it is! Now you know who really has the brains in 
Bubba’s family! When he gets by with something it is 
only because Bubbette let him! 
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(Continued on Next Page)

29th Annual Skeeter Owners Tournament
By Don Hampton

  The 29th Annual 
Skeeter Owners Tour-
nament held on Lake 
Fork June 10th and 
11th had the Skeeters 
buzzing on the lake.
  Over 1,750 anglers 
from various parts of 
the country, brought 
their Skeeter boats to 
compete for the cash 
and prizes to be given 
away. With 10 places 
paid each hour of the 
tournament and the 
possibility of taking 
home one of the two 
Skeeter boats to be 
given away, anglers 
were hoping to get a 
lot on the line.
  One of the 2023 
Skeeter boats was to 
be presented to the 

angler that caught the 
heaviest bass over the 
24” slot and the sec-
ond to go to the heavi-
est bass under the 16” 
slot. 
  Heavy bass un-
der the slot weights 
ranged high. The 
lightest to win mon-
ey in any hour was a 
2.02-pound bass and 
most ranging near the 
2.5-pound and higher 
range.
  The heaviest bass un-
der the slot to win the 
2023 Skeeter ZX150 
is the tale of no tail. 
Noah Ortiz from King-
wood, Texas caught 
this bass weighing 
3.08-pounds. After 
calling in to the tour-
nament officials and 
speaking with the 

game warden giv-
ing the description 
of the bass, it was 
determined it was a 
legal fish and could 
be brought in to the 
scales. Evidently the 
tail had been bitten off 
the bass at a younger 
age and had healed 
completely over.
(See photo on front 
page)
  During the course of 
the tournament there 
were thirteen bass 
weighed in over the 
24” slot. The excite-
ment began the first 
day in the 9 o’clock 
hour when Kellis 
Higginbotham from 
Caledonia, Missis-
sippi weighed in a 
9.57-pound bass fol-
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lowed by Michael 
Whisenhunt from Bul-
lard, Texas weighed 
in a 6.26-pound bass. 
In the 10 o’clock hour 
David Burton from 
Wylie, Texas weighed 
in an 8.07-pound 
bass. In the 11 o’clock 
hour Alan Richard-
son from Millsap, 
Texas weighed in a 
7.96-pound bass. In 
the 12 o’clock hour 
Jeremy Locke from 
Pineville, Louisiana 
brought a 9.74-pound 
bass to the scales. In 
the 3 o’clock hour 
three overs came to 
the scales. Dwight 
Bickham from Deni-
son, Texas weighed 
in a 9.11- pound 
bass, Charles Brown-
ing from Mansfield, 
Texas weighed an 
8.29-pound bass 
and Jerry Steven-
son from Longview, 

Texas weighed in a 
7.16-pound bass.
  On day two of the 
tournament during the 
9 o’clock hour Charles 
Blue from Nashville, 
Arkansas weighed in 
a 7.55-pound bass. In 
the 10 o’clock hour 
Jesse McGregor from 
Yantis, Texas weighed 
in an 8.51-pound bass. 
In the 12 o’clock hour 
on Sunday which is 
the last hour of the 
tournament two overs 
were brought to the 
scales. The first was 
Megan Wade from 
Garland, Texas with a 
9.09-pound bass and 
Derrick Underwood 
from Rockwall, Texas 
with a bass weighing 
7.85-pounds. Megan 
also won 1st Place in 
the Women’s Divi-
sion.
  Jeremy Locke had 
to sweat it out hoping 

his bass held up as the 
heaviest over the slot 
in the tournament.  He 
was fortunate and his 
did remain the heavi-
est of the tournament 
and for his great catch 
he took home a 2023 
Skeeter FXR21 75th 
Edition powered by 
Yamaha.
  (More photos on 
Page 8.)
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Answers on Page 21

“Never Give Up Cruise The Deep Points!”

(SeeNever Give Up...
      Continued on Page 20)

By David Ozio

     “ What a contrast from a year ago this date. 
Surface temps on Fork were scalding hot push-
ing the envelope to 92 degrees, and now, as of 
this writing, we are hovering around the 83-85 
degree range. Strangely enough, this has se-
verely affected the overall daily bite for the 
famed Fork green fish. I’m talking this is a head 
scratcher! You’re not going to want to hear it but 
several days touching the 100 degree mark may 
be just what this pond needs to get the lunkers 
out deep and on the bottom. As Iaconelli used to 

say “ Never Give Up” and keep cruising the deep 
points. They will show up.
  The lake is in great shape being as the water lev-
el is about five inches low. Late season rains have 
allowed the lake to fill and even cool down a few 
notches. Once this water reaches the 88 degree 
mark I would think some schooling activity may 
start and open another window for catching. The 
spawn seemed to be great this year with flooded 
vegetation across the entire lake which bodes 
well for future bass population growth. July is a 
great month to target all sizes of bass using top 
water, crankbaits and drop shots. It’s all about lo-
cating the fish and then it’s game on. Electronics 
play a huge roll in finding these huge schools of 
bass and the more time you spend graphing the 
key locations, the greater the chance to have a 
monumental day. Main lake points, ridges, road 
beds and pond dams should be your locations 
of focus and pay close attention to the 18-24ft 
range. Even if you only see a group of ten fish at 
a given depth, pitch out a marker buoy and spend 
fifteen minutes to see if you can get the bass to 
commit. If nothing rattles your cage, move on 
to the next location. Let’s say you see a ton of 

good arc’s at the next spot. My first choice is the 
drop shot rigged with a KVD Finesse Worm or a 
Roboworm. Use any color you want as long as it 
is red or Blue Fleck. Drop straight down to them 
and barely jiggle the rod tip. Active fish will load 
the rod and you may think your hung up. Set the 
hook and figure out the rest later. If the drop shot 
is not your game, throw a Carolina rig or a foot-
ball jig to the area where you first spotted the 
bass. A 3/4 ounce stand up head is also a great 
choice. On the C-rig, you might try a fluke, baby 
brush hog or a Zoom magnum trick worm. Under 

bright sun, I will use 
redbug or plum colors 
and when it’s cloudy, 
any version of green 
pumpkin will suffice. 
As for the jig, PB&J, 
Mexican Heather or 
black/brown/amber 
will do the trick. Match 
a craw trailer to the jig 
and your in business. 
For the stand up head, 
any big straight tail 
worm will suffice. As 
July rolls on I suspect 
the deep bite will seri-
ously improve making 
the afore mentioned 
tactics the route to fol-
low.
  The topwater bite 
should start to be good 
early and late on main 
lake points and a Zara 
Spook is the ticket. 
Yellow Magic’s will 
catch their share of 
fish but the spook bags 
the big one’s. This bite Open Mon. ~ Sat. 5 A.M. ~ 9 P.M.

Sunday 5 A.M. ~ 2 P.M.

Jamie’s Restaurant
(Formerly Moser’s Restaurant)

271 CR 1558 * Alba, TX., 903-765-2087
Located at Lake Fork Marina

New Owner * New Attitude
Great Service * Great Food
Breakfast Served Until

11A.M. Daily

Daily Lunch Specials

Large Menu Selection
Sandwiches * Burgers

Fish * Steaks
& Much More!!

My,
Oh My,

The 
Pie!!

Salad Bar
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Annual Leases Only

29th Annual Kidfish on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  The Wood County 29th Annual Kidfish was held 
on Lake Fork on June 3rd. This annual celebra-
tion held each year on the first Saturday of June 
to introduce the youth to the pleasure of fishing.
  It is presented by the Wood County Sheriff’s 
Department, Texas Game Warden Peace Officer 
Association, Texas Parks and Wildlife and the 
Sabine River Authority Headquarters. All are to 
be commended or their diligent hard work and 
the many hours they put in to make this event 
such a success for our children. 
  This year under 200 youth accompanied by par-
ents, grandparents, or guardians from all over the 
area came to enjoy the beautiful weather and a 
day of fishing Lake Fork. For many of the chil-
dren this would be considered their first tourna-
ment of many more to come in their lifetime. 
The love of fishing for these children could be 
accredited to Kidfish. 
  During this event no one participating is re-
quired to have a fishing license. This gives par-
ents that do not usually fish an opportunity to 
spend this time with their children and perhaps 

introduce the love of fishing to the whole family.
  The event is free to all children and their parents. 
Each child is given a commemorative T-shirt, 
their own rod n’ reel, and bait and tackle are fur-
nished. Cold drinks, refreshments, hot dogs, and 
chips are provided for the parents and children. 
This year serving the parents and children were 
the many volunteers that give their time for the 
event.
  The format of this event is a mock tournament 
and divided in age group divisions. These di-
visions include 4 years old and younger, 5- to 
8-year-old, 9- to 12-year-old, and 13- to 16-year-
old. Each child weighing in the heaviest fish of 
that species in their age group wins a trophy pre-
sented by Wood County Sheriff Kelly Cole and 
a year’s worth of bragging rights. The categories 
of species is bass, crappie, perch, catfish, and 
other. In the other category there were a great 
number of turtles and drum weighed in this year. 
One of the turtles weighed in was a softshell and 
weighed 20.20-pounds. As an extra benefit there 
is a drawing at the end of the award presentation 
and bicycles are given to the winners.
  Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork did an 

excellent job of weighing in all the fish and of 
course the turtles. This was my 25th year to be 
the weight master over the event. I am very proud 
of this fact. I now see parents bringing their chil-
dren to the event that I weighed their fish, in my 
first years of the event. 
  Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association did an ex-
cellent job of keeping the scores as the fish were 
weighed and keeping the scoreboard in order.
  Overall, the event was quite a success and the 
many smiles present were abundant. I do believe 
that this event changes the lives of our children 
in a very positive way.
  A very special thanks goes out to all of the great 
sponsors that make this event possible. Afterall, 
our children are the future. 
  Photos of the winners and event can be viewed 
on Page 11.           
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“The Moon Report”

“Crappie Summer Pattern”
By Terri Moon

  It’s that time again – 90 
to 100 degree days have 
sent the crappie tran-
sitioning to their sum-
mertime patterns. Early 
in the day we are find-
ing them 8-15 ft. down 
in 16-25 ft. of water. 
As the day heats up, we 
are targeting 12 to 18 ft. 
down in 18 to 28 ft. of 
water. We are checking 
tree lines and scattered 
timber, along with brush 
piles, ledges and bridges. 
(In this heat I sure wish 
more of them would 
hang out at the bridges!) 
Right now a slow presen-
tation is working best for 
us, and that can be tough 
in some of these winds 
we’ve had! But, when 
they are actively feeding, 
they will hit it on the fall 
– so really watch your 
line because 9 times out 
of 10 your line will just 
go slack and if you don’t 
see it, you’ve just missed 
a fish.
  The baits working for us 
has been Skippers hand 
tied jigs 1/8 oz. in char-
treuse, or black and char-
treuse and Limits Tackle 
in pink w/white tail or 
blue/chartreuse. Then 
in poured baits we use 
Bonehead Slimstick or 
brush glider or stumbugs 
in white/chartreuse, or 
purple/chartreuse have 
been working. These 
are all available at Lake 
Fork Marina, along with 
all your crappie fishing 
needs.
  Now for all you bream 
fans, the next full moon 
is time to hit the shallows 
for these treasures! I’ll be 
on the hunt for them for 

sure! Right now they are 
staged back at 8-20 ft. 
around tree lines, brush 
piles or bridge ledges, 
and deeper docks. Crick-
ets, nightcrawlers or 
meal worms works for 
these. If you don’t want 
to fool with live bait, pick 
you up a jar of Berkley 
nightcrawlers or meal 
worms. I will usually use 
a slip bobber when they 
are in 1-4 ft. of water. 
But, when they back off 
deeper, I will tightline 
for them just working 
the bait slowly across 
the bottom in that 4-12 
ft. of water. Be sure and 
hang on tight to your rod 
because this time of year 
you never know when a 
big bass or catfish is go-
ing to hit your line! It’s 
ALL fun! – (Next all 
you need is “oil, corn-
meal, and salt!”) and it 
doesn’t get any better 
than that! Many thanks 
to all of you who found 
the time to bring their 
kids and grand-kids fish-
ing – making memories 
they will remember for 
a lifetime! That’s why 
I truly enjoy taking so 
many photos and vid-

eos of the day – so the 
families will have them 
to look back on over 
the years. I would give 
anything to have photos 
or videos of the many 
days I spent fishing with 
my grandparents when 
I was little. Those are 
my greatest memories. I 
hope my customers en-
joy the photos as much 
as I enjoy taking them! If 
you want to see some of 
these fun videos, you can 
see them on my Face-
book page.   
  Now I would like to 
give a big “shout out” 
to Skeeter Boats for yet 
another AMAZING 
Skeeter Boat Owner’s 
Tournament out of Lake 
Fork Marina here on 
Lake Fork! You all did 
an incredible job. It was 
bigger and better then 
ever – and the food was 
awesome! The fishing 
industry sure appreciates 
all that Skeeter/Yamaha 
does for the sport!
  Hey you all be safe out 
there – the holidays can 
be a little crazy! Bless-
ings to you all!
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Megan Wade from Garland, Texas caught 
this nice bass weighing 9.09-pounds during 
the Skeeter Owners Tournament.

Dwight Bickham from Denison, Texas caught 
this nice bass weighing 9.11-pounds during 
the Skeeter Owners Tournament.

Kellis Higginbotham from Caledonia, MS. 
caught this nice bass weighing 9.57-pounds 
during the Skeeter Owners Tournament.

Come Fish Beautiful Lake Fork!! Book Your Trip Today 903-335-0941     
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FAST • FRIENDLY• SPEEDY • REPAIRS & SERVICE
“To Get You Back On The Water Quick!”

New & Used Trolling Motors
We Sell New Trolling Motors & Install

5004 FM 17 @ Lake Fork Resort • Alba, TX
Chuck Rizuto, Owner

903-850-4477

Guys & Dolls
Hair Salon

Downtown Alba * WIFI available
   129 S. Broadway * 903-765-2420
     ~Stylist ~ * Rebecca * Amber 
             * Mary Ann *Rhonda

A Salon For The
Whole Family!

Danny Holder
Lake Fork Guide Service
Licensed Professional Guide

Offering:
Full/Half Day Trips 

Individual or Corporate 
Trips

Bass * Crappie * Catfish

903-638-3913

22 Years in Business
Located in Yantis, Texas

All Commercial Roofing Systems
All Roof Coatings 

Residential Repair Services
Free Estimates

TK ROOFING REPAIR & COATING SYSTEMS

Tim Lambert @ 214-395-1100
email: tim.lambert63@verizon.net

BassChamps Texas Shootout on Lake Fork
By Don Hampton

  Though not the 1st Annual BassChamps 
Texas Shootout bass tournament, it was the 
1st Annual Texas Shootout to be held on 
Lake Fork. 
  “Jeff Welch, Vice President of BassChamps 
said,” We had previously intended to move 
the tournament to Lake Fork but because of 
the low water conditions had held off.” Now 
with Lake Fork finally at full pool it is hope-
fully on for upcoming years.
  There were 164 two-man teams that fished 
the tournament in hopes of earning that 
$50,000 grand prize. Total collected from 

entries was $82,000 with a $500 entry fee. 
The total payback for the tournament was 
$80,350 making it a 98% payback percent-
age.
  The total of fish that were weighed in was 
275 for a total weight of 411.55-pounds. This 
brought the average weight to 1.50-pounds. 
There were 42 limits brought to the scales 
with 101 zero’s. This does not mean that 
they did not catch rather that they chose not 
to weigh in their catch. Many of the anglers 
reported catching good slot fish between 16” 
and 24”. One angler said his heart was bro-
ken when he caught a nice bass that measured 
23.75” and probably went over 9-pounds. 

Every angler that 
fishes Lake Fork 
knows that feeling.
  There were 3 bass 
over the slot to be 
weighed in during the 
tournament. Darrell 
Dodd from Como, 
Texas weighed in 
during the morn-
ing a bass weighing 

8.66-pounds and Brandon Davis from Alba, 
Texas weighed in an 8.18-pound bass. After 
they weighed their fish toward their five fish 
limit they could go back on the lake and try 
for another. The 3rd over weighed in was 
caught by Darrell Dodd’s partner Danny Du-
lude from Grand Saline, Texas. Danny’s bass 
weighed 10.68.pounds.
  The team of Darrell Dodd and Danny Du-
lude won 3 bass heavy stringer of the tour-
nament with a total weight of 19.88-pounds. 
Danny’s bass also won them heavy bass of 
the tournament. With the Garmin and HUX 
Bonus they won a total of $51,200. Not a bad 
day of fishing.
  Winning 2nd Place in the tournament was 
the team of Brandon Davis from Alba, Texas 
and Rodney Eschberger III from Van, Tex-
as. They had a total weight of 12.73-pounds 
with five fish winning them $6,000. 
  In the course of the tournament 18 plac-
es were paid with the 18th place winning a 
check for $1,000.
  Overall it was a great tournament and put 
on very professionally. I know many anglers 
are looking forward to next year.
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*

BASS

CATFISH

PERCH

CRAPPIE

OTHER

0 - 4 13 - 169 - 125 - 8

Lucy Hemphill
       2.29-lbs.
Marlie Murphy
       .37-lbs.
Zane Turner
       .95
Tinzley Nevalez
3.30-lbs. (turtle)

Holden Jackson
       4.09-lbs.

Adleh Anssell
      3.55-lbs.

Abigal Hightower
     1.18-lbs.

Lexi Calvert
       3.85-lbs.

Emori Bates
       1.73-lbs.

James Wood
       .52-lbs.

Tyrianna James
       3.54-lbs.

Lukas Lopez
  .46-lbs.

Ross Noble
3.80-lbs. (turtle)

Casen Powell
5.45-lbs.(grindle)

Kaydie Mussleman
3.98-lbs. (turtle)

Age Groups

Labria James
        .75

Kacie Jones
       .25-lbs.

Labria James
       3.64-lbs.
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Hwy. 69 to Alba North 3 miles
on FM 17 or Hwy 515 to FM 17

South 3 Miles
“Why Stay Anywhere Else”

2712 N. Hwy. 17
Alba, Texas 75410

903-474-7479

Room Amenities Include:
Refrigerator, Coffee Pot, Microwave,
2 full size beds, flat screen Direct TV,

New Mini-Split AC/Heating Units
Event Center ~ Let Us Host Your Next Event
Motel • RV Park • Guide Serves • Boat Ramp

Boat Storage Units $45/mo.
Visit Us Online

www.gofishfork.com

5375 N. Hwy 17 * Lake Fork
(469) 815-1201

Full 
Buffet With All 

Of Your Favorites
Plus....

Texas Game Wardens Assist 
Perryton Tornado Response
  On Thursday June 
15 Texas Game War-
dens responded to a 
strong thunderstorm 
that developed into an 
EF3 tornado striking 
the town of Perryton.  
In addition to caus-
ing widespread prop-
erty damage, the storm 
claimed three lives 
and injured hundreds 
of others. Through the 
aftermath, Wardens 
remained on scene as-
sisting local and state 
first responders with 
search and rescue ef-
forts as well as traffic 
enforcement and com-
munity support.
 “The destruction 
caused by tornado is 
very surreal. It ripped 

through Perryton and 
did not discriminate. It 
has deeply affected so 
many people’s lives,” 
said Ochiltree County 
Game Warden Jeremy 
Schwalk. “I’m proud 
to be a part of such a 
resilient community 
that has come together, 
without fail, in mo-
ments of need. This is 
a humbling experience 
and as a community we 
are eager to rebuild the 
city we love so much.”
 Due to the devasta-

tion caused by the tor-
nado, Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott traveled 
to Perryton and signed 
a disaster declaration 
for Ochiltree County 
on Saturday, June 17. 
Texas Game Wardens  
remained on scene in 
Perryton for the next 
several days assisting 
local and state partners 
with law enforcement 
services as the people 
of Perryton continued 
cleanup and rebuilding 
efforts.
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3- 2023

May 17, 18, 19, 2024
All Boats, Makes, Models Welcome

$200,000 In  Cash & Prizes

Benefiting “The Wish to Fish Foundation”
Tournament Host: Lake Fork Marina, Hwy. 17, 903-765-2764

Grand Prizes Include:
$40,000 For the Heaviest Bass Over The Slot

$30,000 For the Heaviest Under The Slot, $20,000 Early Incentive Draw
(Early Entries Only, Received Before April 30, 2024 and must be present to win)

11 Places Paid Hourly: 1st - $600 * 2nd - $400 * 3rd - $300 * 4th - $200 * 5th - $175
6th - $150 * 7th - $135 * 8th - $125 * 9th - $115 * 10th - $110 * 1st Out of 10th $100 GC

BONUS T-SHIRT HOUR EVERY HOUR OF THE TOURNAMENT
For More Information Call: 903-360-6994 or 903-383-7748 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net

19th Annual Legend of Lake Fork

Big Bass Tournament
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~ Since 1984 ~ ~ Since 1984 ~

Let us put you on the water in a super new 2023 Bullet, Falcon, Xpress, 
SeaArk, Veranda or a quality used boat!

Arbala

Sulphur Springs
N

E

S

W

H
W
Y

1
5
4

FM 1567 W.

# 290
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www.sartinmarine.com
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Ask About Our Service Specials
903-383-7726  Toll Free

866-920-8331

AUTHORIZED SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * ACCESSORIES:  AUTHORIZED 
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Texas Game Wardens Respond 
to Flooding in Potter County
  Due to historic flooding 
along the Canadian River  
recently, the Potter County 
Sheriff’s Office requested 
that Texas Game Wardens 
assist with swift-water 
search and rescue needs.
 Along with local game 
wardens, members of the 
game warden search and 
rescue team responded 
with swift-water boats 
and additional resourc-
es. Within hours, Texas 
Game Wardens arrived 
on the scene and initiated 
coordination efforts to 
deploy search and rescue 
boats and teams to the 
northern Panhandle area.
 “Through strong inter-
agency efforts and inten-
sive training, Texas Game 
Wardens were prepared 

and ready to respond to 
an incident in the Panhan-
dle,” said Potter County 
Game Warden Ryan 
Hunter. “The search and 
rescue team maintains 
highly skilled members 
across the state and has a 
long history of supporting 
local authorities during 
times of severe weather 
crisis.”
 Potter County officials 
initiated an incident 
command structure to 
streamline the response 
to the flooding. Under 
that process, the Texas 
Game Warden Search and 
Rescue Team facilitated 
multiple vehicle related 
rescues at low level wa-
ter crossings. After Potter 
County issued an emer-

gency declaration closure 
of the Canadian River 
area near the U.S. High-
way 287 bridge, wardens 
assisted with enforcement 
efforts through river pa-
trols.
 Potter and Randall Coun-
ty Fire and Rescue, Texas 
Division of Emergency 
Management, Texas De-
partment of Public Safety 
and many others assisted 
with the response. With 
severe weather and rain 
expected through the 
week, Texas Game War-
dens  continued to work 
closely alongside local 
agencies and officials to 
coordinate response ef-
forts to the current flood-
ing event in the Amarillo 
area.
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18th Annual Big Bass Tournament 
May 19,20,21, 2023

On Behalf of Legend of Lake Fork
Big Bass Tournament, The Fisherman’s Guide News, & The 
Wish to Fish Foundation, we would like to thank all of our 

sponsors and all of the anglers that participated in the 18th 
Annual Legend of Lake Fork Big Bass Tournament. It is your 

dedication and participation that makes this a success.
We hope to see all of you next year at the 19th Annual.

Be Safe, Fish Friendly, & God Bless
Call Today: 903-360-6994 Email: fishnews@lakefork.net
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*

Game Wardens Helped To Keep Public Safe during Memorial Day Weekend
  Memorial Day weekend, Texas Game War-
dens patrolled Texas lakes and rivers to ensure 
visitors were recreating responsibly. They cit-
ed a decrease in accidents this year but noted 
an increase in citations issued, warnings and 
arrests.
 Between Friday and Monday, 358 game war-
dens conducted 12,141 vessel checks across 
Texas — 19 percent more than in 2022. They 
responded to 13 accidents, two boating fa-
talities and two drownings. The two boating 
fatalities occurred at Choke Canyon and the 
Neches River and the two drownings occurred 
at Toledo Bend and Lake Halbert.
 “Although the weekend was relatively safe, 
unfortunately deaths and drownings still oc-
curred,” said Texas Game Warden Colonel 
Chad Jones “Our sorrow and sympathy are 
with the family and friends of the victims 
as well as the game wardens who assisted in 
their rescue and recovery. We are proud that 
more people are aware of and practicing safe 
boating techniques, but we must continue to 
educate the public so everyone returns home 
safely.”
 At Lewisville Lake, Kim Sorensen, Boating 
Education Manager for the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department (TPWD), hosted an ed-
ucational outreach program for visitors. She 
was joined by Texas Game Wardens and Army 
Corps of Engineers Rangers who completed 
vessel safety checks and assisted boaters by 
loaning them missing safety equipment. Other 
partners, LV Project and Powerline Safety Ini-
tiative, joined TPWD and assisted with safety 
outreach and life jacket distribution.
 “We had a successful event over the week-
end,” said Sorensen. “Along with our partners, 
we reminded boaters to carry the appropriate 
boating safety equipment including life jackets 
for all passengers on board, a fire extinguisher, 
a throwable device, a certificate of number and 
their boater education card if they were born 
on or after September 1, 1993. Furthermore, 
we stressed that children under 12 years of age 
must wear life jackets while on board.”
 In addition to vessel and safety checks on 
the water, game wardens assisted with many 
other incidents across the state including Driv-
ing While Intoxicated violations, trespassing, 
pursuing a stolen vehicle, recovering a missing 
vehicle, assault and recovering and transport-
ing a small alligator.
 Summer is the busiest time for Texas lakes 

and rivers, and it’s important for everyone to 
continue practicing safe water and boating 
practices every time they hit the water. A com-
plete list of safety equipment required is found 
in the Texas Water Safety Act. For more infor-
mation about water safety, visit Water Safety 
— Texas Parks & Wildlife Department.
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(See Traveling Art Exhibit Honoring...
                                                      Continued on Page 21)

Traveling Art Exhibit Honoring 100 Years of Texas State Parks Moves to Houston
  In honor of the Centennial Celebration of Tex-
as State Parks, the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science will display a new traveling art exhibit 
beginning May 26 though October 1.
 The Art of Texas State Parks is a visual arts sur-
vey of state parks featuring more than 30 parks 
by some of Texas’ finest artists. Along with the 
traveling exhibit, the project also includes a 
commemorative book published by Texas A&M 
Press. Proceeds from book sales and the sale 
of the artwork through Foltz Fine Art in Hous-
ton will be donated to Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation to benefit Texas State Parks.
 The project was several years in the making. In 
anticipation of the 2023 Centennial Celebration 
of Texas State Parks, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation partnered with Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD), the Meadows Center 
for Water and the Environment at Texas State 
University, and the Bullock Texas State History 
Museum to present The Art of Texas State Parks. 
Thirty notable Texas artists were commissioned 
to create works celebrating parks across Texas. 
Additional support for the project is provided by 
H-E-B, presenting sponsor for the Texas State 
Parks Centennial Celebration.
 “We hope that in displaying these extraordinary 
pieces, visitors will be inspired to get out, and en-

joy and explore the stunning natural landscapes 
we’re fortunate to have right in our backyards,” 
said Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) Executive Director David Yoskowitz, 
Ph.D. “We are grateful for the collaboration that 
is bringing The Art of Texas State Parks to muse-
ums across Texas, spreading the message about 
these natural treasures that belong to us all.”
 The Art of Texas State Parks is intended to in-
crease public awareness of Texas parklands and 
heighten their popular appeal through the elegant 
and inspired works of Texas’ best contemporary 
painters. While the national park system has 
benefitted from their chroniclers in art, no such 
artistic record has yet been undertaken for state 
parks. The Centennial Celebration of Texas State 
Parks offers the perfect occasion to create a last-
ing visual record of Texas State Parks in art and, 
at the same time, memorialize the past and ongo-
ing development of the distinctive collection of 
Lone Star parks and natural areas.
Participating artists include: 
Randy Bacon (Abilene); Mary Baxter (Marfa); 
David Caton (Utopia); Charles Criner (Hous-
ton); Margie Crisp (Elgin); Ric Dentinger (San 
Antonio/Santa Fe NM; Fidencio Duran (Austin); 
Janet Eager Krueger (Encinal); Joel Edwards 
(Waco); Malou Flato (Austin); Gordon Fowler 

(Austin); Pat Gabriel (Fort Worth); David Grif-
fin (Lubbock/Dallas); Brian Grimm (Fredericks-
burg); Clemente Guzman (San Antonio); Karl E. 
Hall (Houston); John Austin Hanna (Fredericks-
burg); Billy Hassell (Fort Worth); Hailey Her-
rera (Bryan); Lee Jamison (Huntsville); Denise 
Mahlke (Whitehouse); Jim Malone (Fort Worth); 
Talmage Minter (Waco); William Montgomery 
(Elgin); Kermit Oliver (Waco); Noe Perez (Cor-
pus Christi); Jeri Salter (Hutto); Jim Stoker (San 
Antonio); Bob Stuth-Wade (Dublin); and Terri 
Wells (Austin).
  The exhibit can be seen at the Houston Museum 
of Natural Science May 26 – October 1. It will 
then be exhibited at the Panhandle Plains Muse-
um in Canyon from Oct. 27 – Feb. 18, 2024. The 
exhibit will also be displayed in 2024 in College 
Station, Albany and Tyler.  The commemorative 
book is available online through several sources, 
including Texas A&M Press and Amazon.
 “It was a real pleasure to see the passion these 
artists brought to this project, and we’re thrilled 
these works will be on display at prestigious mu-
seums across Texas,” said Andrew Sansom, co-
author of the commemorative book and founder 
of the Meadows Center for Water and the Envi-
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Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association “Preserving the Legend That is Lake Fork”
By Terry Long,  LFSA President

  Congratulations to Jeremy Locke, Pineville, 
Louisiana (pictured below) for outfishing 1750 
Anglers at the 29th Annual Skeeter Owners Tour-
nament on Lake Fork. Jeremy’s fish weighed in 
at 9.74 pounds. He takes home a 2023 Skeeter 
FXR21 75th Edition powered by Yamaha and 
$775.00.  Lake Fork Sportsman’s Associations 
own Peggy McWhorter is pictured behind Jer-
emy on our Live Release Boat.

  A big LFSA Thank you to the husband-and-wife 
team of Mike and Peggy McWhorter for “Pre-
serving the Legend of Lake Fork” by working 
the Live Release Boat during the Skeeter Tour-
nament. The use of our Live Release Boat is at 
no charge for tournaments, on Lake Fork, on a 
first come first served basis. LFSA’s Live Re-
lease Boat has a success rate of better than 99% 
to return Bass into Lake Fork alive.
  LFSA’s Spring Raffle came to a close at the end 
of the Skeeter Tournament. We had a successful 
Spring Raffle thanks to the fishermen who sup-
ported LFSA by buying raffle tickets. The Raffle 
could not have been a success without the leader-

ship of Susan and Marty Jarrell, Carolyn and Ken 
West, Ed Swenson, Peggy York, Ted Warren, Viv-
ian Leopold, Roger Belk and Pat Kostial. I would 
be remiss in not thanking all those who acquired 
prizes, sold tickets, set up and took down our 
booth and delivered our trailer to the tournament 
sites. Pictured below are Carolyn West and Larry 
Lewis.
  LFSA meets the second Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30pm. July’s meeting will be held at GoFish 
Café 3736 TX-154, Yantis Texas. Hope to see you 
there!
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Carson Henry  with 
David Ozio

Gilbert Little with  
David Ozio

Ryan Mordecai with 
David Ozio

LeRoy Beasley with 
David Ozio

903-473-8784 • 306 PR 7332 • Emory, TX., 75440
Hwy. 515 to Rains CR 3330 Turn North 1.8 miles

Cabins • Sleeps 3
Aminities Include Direct TV

Microwave • Coffee Pot 
• Mini-fridge

Lodge ~ Sleeps 5, Duplex ~ Sleeps 6
RV Sites • Lake Front & Lake View Full Hook-Ups
Annual • Monthly • Weekly • Overnight

Covered Pavilion • Restrooms
Fishing Pier with Cleaning Station

               Boat Ramp
                               Playground For The   

           Children

3490 S FM 2869
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-769-3600

3404 N Fourth St
Longview, TX 75605
903-252-4444

only lasts about an hour but it is well worth being 
on the water early as daylight has it’s own maj-
esty. Once this bite stops, move the boat out to 
about 15ft and throw a C-rig, squarebill or jig up 
to the 5-7ft range and work it back slowly. This 
will account for extra bites to fulfill the morning. 
A Texas rig blue fleck power worm fished with 
a 3/8 ounce tungsten weight in that same depth 
range will also deliver some rod bending results.
  If you are headed out to Lake Fork in July 
searching for the trophy of a lifetime, I would 
love to be a part of this trophy quest. I also have 

gift certificates available if you have friends or 
loved one’s who have dreamt of landing a huge 
bass. You can contact me at 409 782-4269 or e-
mail me at skeet21c@aol.com. You can follow 
me on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
davidoziolakeforkguide. I post my daily trip 
results on this page. I would also like to thank 
Okuma Fishing,Talon Custom Lures, Skeeter 
Boats, Dakota Lithiums and Hennessey Outdoor 
Electronics for making my job the blast that it is. 
I hope to see a lot of you on the water. Romans 
10:13. “Everyone who calls upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved”. I wish all of you a blessed 
day.”

“Never Give Up Cruise The Deep Points!” (Continued from Page 6)  
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Just The Right Answers
Sponsored By:

Wish To Fish Foundation
 903-360-6994    www.wishtofishfoundation.com

We l c o m e
A l l  V i s i t o r s 

&  A n g l e r s  To  L a k e  F o r k 
A n d  T h e  A r e a

First National Bank of East Texas
417 South Main
Quitman, Texas

903-763-4545

1947 FM 2946
Emory, Texas
903-474-8055

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas
903-569-1082

www.fnbetx.com
“Branches of First National Bank

Of East Texas, Gilmer”

Traveling Art Exhibit (Continued fromPage 18)

ronment at Texas State 
University. “It is our 
fervent hope that these 
works of art will inspire 
present and future gen-
erations of Texans to 
forever appreciate and 
protect their parks.”
 Along with The Art 
of Texas State Parks, 
Texas Parks and Wild-
life Foundation is part-

nering with TPWD to 
celebrate Texas State 
Parks all year long. 
H-E-B, the presenting 
sponsor of the Cen-
tennial Celebration, 
donated $1 million to 
help Texas State Parks 
engage all Texans in 
discovering and ex-
ploring their parks. For 

more information on 
the Centennial Cele-
bration, including spe-
cial community events 
at all Texas State Parks, 
the history of Texas 
State Parks and how 
to make a day visit or 
overnight reservation, 
visit TexasStateParks.
org/100years.
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Game Warden Field Notes

(Continued on Page 24)

  The following items 
are compiled from re-
cent Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
law enforcement re-
ports.
--Gesundheit!-- A 
Real County game 
warden assisted the 
Real County Sheriff ’s 
Department on a call 
about a reckless driver 
that had been pulled 
over just south of 
Leakey. After the dep-
uty made contact with 
the driver, he told the 
game warden the driv-
er was acting very ner-
vous. While the deputy 
was running the driv-
er’s information the 
subject sped away and 
a pursuit ensued. Real 
County sheriff ’s of-

fice, the game warden, 
the DPS trooper and 
the Real County Con-
stable were involved 
in the pursuit. After 
pursuing the subject 
for about 5 miles south 
of Leakey the subject 
stopped and fled on 
foot. The driver ran 
towards the Frio river 
and jumped in the riv-
er. The game warden 
drove to the other side 
of the river to try and 
apprehend the subject, 
but the subject made it 
back across the river. 
A bystander told the 
warden where the sub-
ject crossed the river 
again, and he and the 
other officers began a 
search for the subject. 
While waiting for the 

Edwards County sher-
iff ’s office K9 unit to 
arrive, the game war-
den was continuing the 
search when he heard 
someone sneeze in the 
tall grass. The warden 
began searching the 
area where he heard 
the sneeze and shortly 
after found the subject 
in a ditch covered up 
with grass. The sub-
ject was apprehended 
transported to the Real 
County Jail. The subject 
said he fled because he 
was scared and was out 
on bond. He also had 
two bags of marijuana 
stuffed in his boots.
--What Happens at 
the Lake House--Llano 
County game wardens 

“Celebrating Our
25th Year!”
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Happy Fourth of July to each and every one 
of you! Be Safe!

‘Fire Up’ Fourth of July Fun
By Sue Hampton

  Independence Day festivities are chock full of fun. 
From spirited parties to boisterous parades to fire-
works at the lake, Fourth of July brings out the child 
in everyone.
  Nothing sums up the holiday better than spectacular 
fireworks displays. Why not bring the excitement of 
those sparklers, rockets and noisemakers into your 
holiday meal by putting some bang into the food 
you serve. Firecracker Wings are sure to fire up your 
festivities. 
FIRECRACKER WINGS
(Yield: 24 wings)

Dragon Wing Dust
2 tablespoons anise seeds
2 tablespoons salt
2 tablespoons Chinese        
   5 spice
2 tablespoons 
   superfine sugar
1 tablespoon paprika
1 tablespoon garlic
   seasoning
2 teaspoons cayenne
2 teaspoons black
   pepper
1 teaspoon garlic
   powder
Wings
24 chicken wings
1 gallon Fried
 Chicken Marinade
 (recipe follows)
Peanut Oil
4 cups flour
1 stick butter, melted
Sweet and sour sauce for dipping
  To make wing dust, grind anise seeds into powder 
in an electric coffee grinder. Mix next eight ingredi-
ents together with anise powder. Grind this mixture 

again in coffee grinder and set aside.
  Wash wings. Place in marinade and refrigerate for 
four hours. Drain and discard marinade Heat oil to 
375 degrees in a heavy skillet. Oil should be about 
¼ inch deep. Toss wings in flour until well coated. 
Turn heat to medium. Fry wings until golden brown. 
This takes about 12 to 15 minutes. Place wings on 
a sheet pan. Dip pastry brush into melted butter and 
daub on wings. Generously sprinkle with wing dust. 
Serve with sweet and sour sauce.
SECRET FRIED CHICKEN 
MARINADE
(Yield: 1 Gallon)
1 gallon plus 2 cups cold water
6 tablespoons chicken
   base
2 tablespoons salt
2 teaspoons fine
   ground black pepper
1 teaspoon cayenne
1 tablespoon liquid
   hickory smoke
  Prepare two days before frying chicken. Bring 2 
cups of water to a boil. Add chicken base and dry 
ingredients. Mix well and remove from heat. Add 
hickory smoke and immediately add to 1 gallon wa-
ter. Let marinade stand overnight before using. 

Dispatch * Skin * Quarter
On Your Property.

Hang, Process, & Package
At Alexander Meat Market.

For Pricing Information
Call: Donnie 903-975-5849 

or Caden 903-975-5890
903-342-0300
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                       (Continued on Next Page)

responded to a shots fired call with deputies. 
Multiple callers stated an individual in a subdi-
vision was shooting an automatic rifle at a buoy 
in the lake near houses and towards boats in the 
water. A rental house was located with eight peo-
ple where the shooter was identified. The shooter 
admitted to hiding the rifle inside the residence. 
Consent was given to search the house which 
yielded the rifle, bags of marijuana, unprescribed 
Adderall, and psilo-cybin mushrooms. A total 
of five people were arrested for charges ranging 
from possession of marijuana, deadly conduct- 
3rd degree felony, and possession of controlled 
substance 1>4 grams — 2nd degree felony.
--Stop Methin’ Around-- An Ellis County game 
warden received a call from the Cedar Hill po-
lice chief to discuss issues and complaints they 
were receiving on a rural part of the city where 
their officers couldn’t easily access.   After the 
game warden met with the chief and lieutenant, 
he patrolled the area and located a white truck 
trespassing with the driver still sitting in the ve-
hicle.  A meth pipe was in his hunting jacket and 
the suspect admitted to waiting on his friend to 
go hog hunting.  The game warden located 1.6 
grams of meth in the vehicle and a loaded 30-
30 rifle.  The suspect was a convicted felon and 
the rifle came back as stolen out of Montgomery 
County.  The subject was arrested and placed in 

the Ellis County Jail. Multiple charges pending.
--Extremely Loud & Incredibly Dumb--While 
patrolling the San Jacinto River for fishing license 
violations in eastern Montgomery County, San 
Jacinto and Montgomery County game wardens 
heard a gunshot that sounded extremely close. 
After looking at a map, they noticed a pipeline 
about 50 yards away. As they made their way 
down the pipeline, the wardens noticed a pick-
up and ATV tucked away into the woods. While 
approaching the pickup, they witnessed two in-
dividuals tucking things into the toolbox of the 
truck. It appeared they had interrupted what was 
about to be a hunt without consent case. A bag of 
hogwild attractant was found in the toolbox as 
well as a shotgun with buckshot and a rifle with a 
thermal scope. The ATV had been reported sto-
len out of Liberty County in 2018, so it was seized 
for further investigation.  The registered owner of 
the ATV listed a guide on his hunting lease as his 
primary suspect. The guide just happened to be 

the same individual who was in possession of the 
ATV. Charges Pending.
--Lights Out-- A Sabine County game warden 
observed a truck traveling on State Highway 87 
near Milam, Texas with inoperable taillights and 
license plate lights.  The warden initiated a traffic 
stop on the truck and upon contacting the driver 
and passenger, the warden located a whitetailed 
buck deer in the bed of the truck.  After a brief 
interview, the warden was able to obtain a con-
fession from the individuals.  The deer was shot 
from the road with the aid of an artificial light.  
Both subjects were arrested for hunting white-
tailed deer at night and hunting with the aid of 
artificial light.  Cases Pending.
--Food Truck Bandits--While returning a re-
covered stolen game camera from a previous 
hunting case to the land manager of a local de-
velopment company, a Montgomery County 
game warden learned that they had been having 

Hours
10 AM till

9 PM
Monday thru

Saturday
Closed 

Sundays

Glenn & Tina Hanner ~ Owners
When You Build That Thirst

Hooking Those Big Bass,
We have what you want to 

quinch that thirst!
 Come & Visit Us!!!

We Have All Of 
Your Favorite 

Beverages Here!

“Help Keep Our Lake Clean & 
Dispose of Your Trash Properly!”
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theft issues from the active construction areas on 
some of their development properties. The war-
den and a Grimes County game warden made 
a pass through the development while on rou-
tine patrol and witnessed four individuals load-
ing thousands of dollars of construction mate-
rials into the back of two pickup trucks. When 
the wardens contacted the group, they claimed 
that an unnamed friend who worked there told 
them they could have what they were taking. The 
land manager was able to quickly contact the 
construction superintendent of the project who 
verified that no one other than him had the au-
thority to give away material and he did not give 
anyone permission to take anything. All four in-
dividuals were arrested for theft $750-$2,500, a 
class A misdemeanor. Upon further questioning, 
the group caught stealing were discovered as the 
drivers of food trucks for several local develop-
ments, including the one they were caught in.
--That Dog Does Hunt-- While patrolling the 
Sam Houston National Forest, a Montgomery 
County Game Warden contacted four individu-
als who had firearms, rope and GPS tracking 
equipment. The hunter’s claimed that their dogs 
had gotten off the private property they were 
hunting, and they were trying to get them back. 
The warden asked if they knew it was illegal to 

run dogs in the national forest and they said that 
they did but were only trying to retrieve their 
dogs. The warden told them to gather their dogs 
and leave the forest as soon as possible. Once 
out of sight, the warden parked his vehicle and 
doubled back on the group just in time to witness 
them dragging a pig out of the woods. All four 
individuals received citations and a few warn-
ings, and one was taken to Montgomery County 
Jail on local warrants.
--Smile! You’re on Camera-- Hardin County 
Game Wardens wrapped up a week-long inves-
tigation that resulted in apprehending two local 
subjects in the act of taking 35 catfish by way of 
hoop nets that were placed in Village Creek near 
the Polk/Hardin County line. The warden had be-
gun the investigation the week prior and walked 
several miles along the creek until he discovered 
a boat that was tied up and unattended in a very 
remote part of the creek. After a quick inspection 
of the boat, he believed it was possibly being used 
to run hoop nets. The wardens devised a plan to 
enter the property before daylight, ahead of a 
forecasted heavy rain event, to catch the subjects 
in the act. After lying in wait for over 6 hours, the 
wardens heard the subjects arrive by vehicle and 
get in their boat that was still tied up on the creek. 
After they emptied one hoop net upstream, they 

returned to check a net downstream that just 
happened to be right in front of the wardens hid-
ing spot. The subjects were captured on video re-
moving fish from their nets and the look on their 
face when they were caught was “priceless.” Two 
hoop nets and 35 catfish were seized and several 
charges for taking fish by illegal means and pos-
sessing hoop nets in prohibited waters were filed.
--Dug Himself into A Hole-- Houston County 
Game Wardens were watching bank fishermen 
on the Trinity River near the Lock and Dam when 
they observed a fisherman pull in his stringer 
and remove a white bass. The fisherman then cut 
off a large portion of the tail, baited his hook with 
it and reset his line in the water. He then turned 
around and began digging a hole into the side of 
the riverbank. The wardens watched as the fisher-
man then placed the cut up white bass in the hole 
and covered it up to hide the evidence of what he 
had been doing. The wardens made contact with 
the fisherman and after denying even catching a 
fish he finally admitted to what he had been up 
to and uncovered the buried white bass. He was 
charged for using game fish as bait and given a 
warning for waste of game. Case pending.

Service Marine on Lake Fork
NOW IN THEIR 32nd YEAR OF BUSINESS OFFERING “SERVICE FIRST”

WE WILL FLOAT YOUR BOAT WITH “BIG SAVINGS’
“BE READY FOR BIG FUN ON THE WATER”

Sales * Service
Installation

With Power-Pole
you can stop your
boat swiftly and 
silently with the 

touch of a button 
and keep your boat 

securely in place, 
even in heavy wind 

and current.

Certified Service Center
Mercury, Yamaha, Tohatsu

Hwy. 515 @ 69 Junction
Emory, Texas * 903-473-3909 visit us online at:

www.lakeforkservicemarine.com

2 Stroke Oil ~ Mercury & Yamaha

PRACTICE C.P.R.
• Catch • Photo • Release
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LAND FOR SALE 
for RV, Mobile Home 
or House; Pool; Pier; 
Ramp; Gated Entry. 
903-878-7265. 

Hefner Group Insurance

DISCOUNTS UP TO 40%

www.hefnergroup.com

AUTO BOATATVHOME

MINEOLA   903-569-5115
MARSHALL   903-935-0011
HOLLY LAKE  903-769-5566
TYLER    903-509-2468
LONGVIEW   903-297-6787  
 

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm at GoFish 

Restaurant off Hwy. 154
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Bev’s Fish Creations
& Waterfowl Taxidermy

903-473-4529
Replicas ~ $20 per inch

Ducks ~ $400
www.fishandwaterfowltaxidermy.com

Lake Fork Tournament 
Schedule July thru Sept. 

2023

September

August

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:30 pm this month

GoFish Restaurant off Hwy. 154

August 12 ~ Victory Bass Fishing
Lake Fork Marina

August 26 ~ Victory Bass Fishing
Lake Fork Marina

Sept. 15, 16, 17, ~ Sealy Big Bass Splash
Lake Fork Marina

Sept. 23 ~ JC Outdoors Fall Teams
Minnow Bucket

Please leave a message or text I will call back

We Rebuild Your Batteries

July 1  ~ JC Outdoors Teams
Minnow Bucket

July 15~ Media Bass
Minnow Bucket

Jamie’s

Text Me 903-975-4370

July

If you are having a tournament on Lake 
Fork, email us at fishnews@lakefork.net.

or Call Don ~ 903-360-6994
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